john thompson easiest piano course
part 2

John Thompson Easiest Piano Course Part 2: A Step Forward in Your Musical
Journey

john thompson easiest piano course part 2 continues the beloved tradition of
guiding beginners through the fundamentals of piano playing with a gentle and
encouraging approach. If you've already dipped your toes into the first part
of this classic series, you know how accessible and rewarding it is. Part 2
builds on that foundation, introducing new concepts and skills that help
students confidently progress toward becoming proficient pianists. Whether
you're a young learner or an adult returning to the piano after a break, this
course is designed to make the learning process smooth and enjoyable.

In this article, we’'ll explore what makes the John Thompson Easiest Piano
Course Part 2 a standout choice for piano students, discuss its structure,
and share tips on how to get the most from this valuable resource.

Why Choose John Thompson Easiest Piano Course
Part 27

For decades, the John Thompson series has been a cornerstone in piano
education. Part 2 specifically targets beginners who have mastered the basics
covered in the first book and are ready to take on slightly more challenging
material without feeling overwhelmed.

Unlike more technical or theory-heavy books, this course emphasizes a balance
between learning to read music, developing finger strength, and playing
enjoyable tunes. The lessons are carefully paced to keep motivation high,
which is crucial for sustaining interest and practice habits.

One key aspect that sets this course apart is its gradual introduction of
musical concepts. Students are exposed to new notes, rhythms, and dynamics in
a way that feels natural. The book also includes charming illustrations and
easy-to-follow instructions, which help maintain engagement.

Building on the Fundamentals

John Thompson Easiest Piano Course Part 2 assumes that learners are
comfortable with basic keyboard geography, simple rhythms, and the concept of
reading notes on the staff. It then expands these skills by introducing:

- More complex note patterns, including sharps and flats



- Basic chord structures and simple harmonies

- Varied rhythmic patterns such as dotted notes and syncopation

- Introduction to musical expression, including dynamics (loud and soft) and
articulation (staccato and legato)

By focusing on these elements, the course helps students develop a more
rounded musical understanding, which is essential for playing a wider range
of pieces.

What to Expect Inside John Thompson Easiest
Piano Course Part 2

This book is thoughtfully organized into progressive lessons, each designed
to build on the last. Here's a closer look at some of the features and
content you can expect:

Step-by-Step Lessons

Each lesson introduces a new concept alongside exercises and songs that
reinforce learning. The structure is predictable but never dull, allowing
students to feel a sense of accomplishment as they move forward.

Engaging Songs and Exercises

The repertoire within this course is a mix of original compositions and
simplified arrangements of familiar tunes. This blend keeps practice sessions
interesting and provides a sense of achievement through recognizable
melodies.

Songs gradually increase in difficulty, encouraging students to apply their
new skills without frustration. Exercises designed for finger independence
and coordination complement the lessons, ensuring steady technical
development.

Visual Learning Aids

The book’s illustrations are not just decorative—they serve as mnemonic
devices to help young learners remember musical concepts. For example,
characters and symbols are used to represent different notes or rhythms,
making abstract ideas more tangible.



Tips for Getting the Most Out of John Thompson
Easiest Piano Course Part 2

To truly benefit from this course, consider the following strategies that can
enhance your learning experience:

Practice Consistently and Mindfully

Regular practice is the key to progress. Even short, daily sessions can lead
to significant improvement over time. Focus on quality over quantity—playing
slowly and accurately will help build muscle memory and confidence.

Use a Metronome

Introducing a metronome during practice helps develop a steady sense of
rhythm. John Thompson Easiest Piano Course Part 2 includes various rhythmic
challenges, and keeping time will make your playing sound polished.

Engage with a Teacher or Mentor

While the book is designed for self-study, having a piano teacher or an
experienced player to guide you can accelerate learning. They can provide
feedback, correct technique, and offer personalized tips tailored to your
progress.

Combine Theory with Play

Try to understand the 'why' behind each lesson. Knowing the theory behind
scales, chords, and rhythms makes it easier to remember and apply them
creatively in your own playing.

Supporting Materials to Complement the Course

Many learners find that supplementing the John Thompson Easiest Piano Course
Part 2 with additional resources can enrich their musical education. Some
popular options include:



Online Video Tutorials

There are numerous tutorials available online that walk through the lessons
and songs in this book. Visual demonstrations can clarify tricky fingerings
and playing techniques.

Practice Apps and Games

Interactive piano apps that focus on note recognition, rhythm training, and
sight-reading skills can complement the exercises in the book and make
practice more entertaining.

Sheet Music Collections

Once comfortable with the material in Part 2, exploring other beginner-
friendly sheet music can broaden your repertoire and keep motivation high.

Who Benefits Most from John Thompson Easiest
Piano Course Part 2?7

This course is ideal for:

- Children who have completed Part 1 and are ready to tackle more challenging
material

- Adult beginners seeking a structured and approachable learning path

- Homeschoolers and private students looking for a reliable curriculum

- Anyone who enjoys learning piano with a clear, step-by-step method

Its gentle progression and focus on fundamentals make it a versatile resource
that adapts well to different learning styles and paces.

The John Thompson Easiest Piano Course Part 2 remains a favorite because it
respects the learner’s journey, offering encouragement and achievable
milestones that keep the joy of playing alive. As you continue through the
lessons, you’ll find your skills growing steadily, and your love for the
piano deepening naturally.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is 'John Thompson Easiest Piano Course Part 2'?

‘John Thompson Easiest Piano Course Part 2' is a popular piano method book
designed for beginners who have completed Part 1. It introduces more advanced
concepts and pieces to help students progress in their piano skills.

Who is the target audience for John Thompson's
Easiest Piano Course Part 27

The course is aimed at beginner piano students, typically children or adult
beginners, who have some basic understanding of piano from Part 1 and are
ready to learn more complex rhythms, notes, and pieces.

What new skills are taught in John Thompson Easiest
Piano Course Part 2 compared to Part 17?

Part 2 introduces more notes, including sharps and flats, new rhythms, hand
coordination exercises, and slightly more challenging songs to improve sight-
reading and technical ability.

Are there any supplementary materials available for
John Thompson Easiest Piano Course Part 2?

Yes, there are supplementary materials such as audio CDs, online video
tutorials, and teacher guides that accompany the book to enhance the learning
experience.

How long does it typically take to complete John
Thompson Easiest Piano Course Part 2?

The duration varies depending on the student's practice frequency, but
generally, it takes about 3 to 6 months to complete Part 2 if practicing
regularly.

Can adults use John Thompson Easiest Piano Course
Part 2 for learning piano?

Absolutely. Although the course is often used by children, it is suitable for
learners of all ages who are beginners and want a structured approach to
learning piano.

Where can I purchase John Thompson Easiest Piano
Course Part 27

The book is widely available online through retailers like Amazon, music
stores, and sometimes in local bookstores. It can also be found in digital
formats on various eBook platforms.



Additional Resources

John Thompson Easiest Piano Course Part 2: An In-Depth Review and Analysis

john thompson easiest piano course part 2 continues the legacy of one of the
most widely recognized piano method books designed for beginners. As a
follow-up to the foundational first part, this volume is often sought after
by piano teachers, parents, and self-learners aiming to build upon initial
piano skills. This article delves into the structure, pedagogical approach,
and usability of the course, providing a comprehensive perspective on its
place in contemporary piano education.

Understanding the Structure of John Thompson
Easiest Piano Course Part 2

John Thompson’s piano method has enjoyed decades of popularity, primarily due
to its clear, progressive, and visually engaging layout. Part 2 of the
“Easiest Piano Course” is structured to gently transition students from
absolute beginners to more confident players capable of handling slightly
more complex pieces.

Unlike the first part, which focuses heavily on note reading basics, rhythm,
and finger positioning, the second part introduces more varied musical
concepts. This includes increased note ranges, simple key signatures, and
elementary dynamics. The book is organized into lessons, each progressively
teaching new skills while reinforcing earlier ones.

Lesson Progression and Content

The lessons in part 2 are carefully scaffolded to maintain student motivation
and ensure steady advancement. Early lessons revisit fundamental techniques
but quickly move towards introducing the following:

Introduction to sharps and flats

Simple two-hand coordination exercises

Expanded rhythmic patterns including dotted notes

Short, recognizable melodies that encourage musicality

Basic chord structures and simple harmonies

This gradual increase in difficulty is designed to build confidence, allowing



students to experience a sense of achievement without feeling overwhelmed.

Pedagogical Approach and Teaching Philosophy

The “john thompson easiest piano course part 2” adheres to a traditional but
effective teaching philosophy, emphasizing step-by-step mastery of
fundamental piano skills. The course leverages visual aids, such as colorful
illustrations and clearly marked notes, to engage younger learners and assist
in memory retention.

Thompson’s methodology is notable for its balance between technical
proficiency and musical enjoyment. While many piano methods either focus
heavily on technical drills or on rote learning of pieces, this course
integrates both aspects. Students not only practice scales and finger
exercises but also play familiar tunes that make lessons enjoyable.

Comparison with Other Beginner Piano Methods

When compared to other beginner piano courses like Alfred’s Basic Piano
Library or Faber Piano Adventures, John Thompson’s part 2 stands out for its
simplicity and accessibility. Alfred’s and Faber’s methods often incorporate
more contemporary pieces and sometimes a wider range of styles, whereas
Thompson'’s approach leans towards classical and traditional melodies.

While some critics argue that the “Easiest Piano Course” can be somewhat
dated in terms of musical selections, its straightforward progression makes
it particularly suitable for very young beginners or those who prefer a no-
frills introduction to piano. The visual layout is less cluttered than some
modern alternatives, which can be advantageous for early learners.

Features That Make Part 2 a Valuable Learning
Tool

Beyond its lesson content, several features contribute to the ongoing
popularity of the john thompson easiest piano course part 2:

e Clear Notation and Illustrations: Notes are large and easy to read, with
finger numbers indicated to guide hand positioning.

* Engaging Songs: The inclusion of familiar nursery rhymes and folk tunes
encourages practice and helps students connect with the music.

e Incremental Skill Development: Each lesson builds logically on the



previous one, ensuring a manageable learning curve.

e Teacher-Friendly Layout: Many piano instructors appreciate the book’s
organization, which facilitates lesson planning and progress tracking.

Pros and Cons of Using John Thompson Easiest Piano
Course Part 2

To offer a balanced view, it is important to consider both strengths and
limitations:
1. Pros:
o Simple, clear instructions suitable for young beginners
o Consistent pacing that avoids overwhelming students
o Strong emphasis on foundational skills and proper technique

o Affordable and widely available, including digital formats

2. Cons:

[¢]

Musical selections may feel outdated for some learners

[¢]

Lacks a variety of contemporary or popular music genres

o

Limited supplementary materials like audio tracks or online support

o May require additional resources for more advanced concepts

Who Is the Ideal User for John Thompson Easiest
Piano Course Part 2?

Given its design and content, this piano course is best suited for:

e Young children transitioning from absolute beginner status



e Teachers seeking a structured, time-tested curriculum
e Parents guiding home-based piano instruction

e Self-learners who prefer a straightforward, no-nonsense approach

For students eager to explore diverse musical styles or more modern pieces,
supplementary materials or alternative methods might be necessary. However,
for those prioritizing solid foundational skills and gradual progression,
John Thompson'’s second book remains a reliable choice.

Supporting Learning with Additional Resources

While the john thompson easiest piano course part 2 stands well on its own,
many educators recommend pairing it with supplementary resources to enhance
the learning experience. These may include:

e Audio recordings of the lessons for auditory reinforcement
e Interactive apps or online tutorials for engaging practice sessions
e Supplementary theory books to deepen understanding of musical concepts

e Group classes or workshops to encourage social learning

Integrating such materials can address some of the limitations of the course,
particularly for learners who thrive on varied stimuli or who advance
quickly.

Final Thoughts on John Thompson Easiest Piano
Course Part 2

John Thompson'’s piano method has stood the test of time due to its clear,
methodical approach to piano instruction. The second part of the “Easiest
Piano Course” remains a valuable resource for beginners progressing beyond
the basics. Its focus on foundational skills, finger technique, and simple
musical pieces provides a solid stepping stone for aspiring pianists.

While it may not cater to all musical tastes or offer modern multimedia
support, its straightforward design and proven pedagogical approach continue
to appeal to a broad range of learners and instructors worldwide. For those
seeking a dependable and structured piano course that emphasizes gradual



skill development, john thompson easiest piano course part 2 remains a
pertinent choice in the landscape of beginner piano education.

John Thompson Easiest Piano Course Part 2

john thompson easiest piano course part 2: John Thompson's Easiest Piano Course John
Thompson, 1955

john thompson easiest piano course part 2: John Thompson's Easiest Piano Course: The Big
Songbook John Thompson, 2017-03-06 John Thompson’s Easiest Piano Course is one of the
most-loved and best-selling piano methods in the world. John Thompson’s timeless approach to
teaching has been trusted by generations of teachers to start millions of students on their musical
journey. This book includes 50 repertoire pieces to complement the Easiest Piano Course, helping to
reinforce basic technique, develop musicality and increase the enjoyment of learning. These
simplified arrangements are also ideal sight-reading practice for more advanced pupils. With a great
selection of classical themes, folk songs and standards, there’s plenty in the Big Songbook for any
child Tchaikovsky to enjoy! Songlist: - All Through The Night - Alla Danza (from Water Music)
[Handel] - American Patrol - Ave Verum Corpus [Mozart] - Away In A Manger - The Can Can (from
Orpheus In The Underworld) [Offenbach] - Clarinet Concerto (Adagio Theme) [Mozart] - Danny Boy
(Londonderry Air) - Deck The Halls - Down By The Riverside - Eine Kleine Nachtmusik (1st
movement) [Mozart] - The First Nowell - Frankie And Johnny - Fir Elise [Beethoven] - Go Down
Moses - God Rest Ye Merry, Gentlemen - Greensleeves - Jingle Bells - Kookaburra Sits In The Old
Gum Tree - Lavender Blue - Lullaby (Wiegenlied) - March from Carmen [Bizet] - Mexican Hat Dance -
Michael, Row The Boat Ashore - Minuet in G [Bach] - Moonlight Sonata (1st movement) [Beethoven]
- Morning (from Peer Gynt Suite) [Grieg] - My Bonnie Lies Over The Ocean - Nobody Knows The
Trouble I've Seen - Nocturne Op. 9, No. 2 [Chopin] - Ode To Joy (from Symphony No. 9—Choral)
[Beethoven] - On Top Of Old Smokey - ‘Organ’ Symphony (Theme) [Saint-Saéns] - Scarborough Fair -
Scene from Swan Lake [Tchaikovsky] - Silent Night - Skye Boat Song - The Sorcerer’s Apprentice
[Dukas] - Spring (from The Four Seasons) [Vivaldi] - Sur Le Pont D’Avignon - Surprise Symphony
(Theme) [Haydn] - Swing Low, Sweet Chariot - Symphony No. 5 (1st movement) [Beethoven] -
Symphony No. 40 (1st movement) [Mozart] - Theme from Sleeping Beauty [Tchaikovsky] - Waltzing
Matilda - We Three Kings - What Shall We Do With The Drunken Sailor? - When Johnny Comes
Marching Home - When The Saints Go Marching In

john thompson easiest piano course part 2: John Thompson's Easiest Piano Course: The Big
Pop Songbook John Thompson, 2017-03-06 John Thompson’s Easiest Piano Course is one of the
most-loved and best-selling piano methods in the world. John Thompson’s timeless approach to
teaching has been trusted by generations of teachers to start millions of students on their musical
journey. This book includes 50 repertoire pieces to complement the Easiest Piano Course, helping to
reinforce basic technique, develop musicality and increase the enjoyment of learning. These
simplified arrangements are also ideal sight-reading practice for more advanced pupils. With a great
selection of popular hits from Adele, Coldplay, ABBA and more, there’s plenty in the Big Songbook
for any child star-in-the-making to enjoy! Songlist: - Bad Blood [Taylor Swift] - Black Magic [Little
Mix] - Blame It On Me [George Ezra] - Bridge Over Troubled Water [Simon & Garfunkel] - Chasing
Cars [Snow Patrol] - Clocks [Coldplay] - (They Long To Be) Close To You [The Carpenters] - Dancing
Queen [ABBA] - (Sittin’ On) The Dock Of The Bay [Otis Redding] - Eternal Flame [The Bangles] - Eye
Of The Tiger [Survivor] - Ghost [Ella Henderson] - Halo [Beyoncé] - Happy [Pharrell Williams] - Hello
[Adele] - History [One Direction] - Hold Back The River [James Bay] - Hold My Hand [Jess Glynne] - I
Have A Dream [ABBA] - I Knew You Were Trouble [Taylor Swift] - I Will Always Love You [Whitney
Houston] - Just The Way You Are [Bruno Mars] - Let It Go [Idina Menzel] - Love Is All Around [The
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Troggs] - Love Me Like You Do [Ellie Goulding] - Love Yourself [Justin Bieber] - Lush Life [Zara
Larsson] - Mad World [Michael Andrews feat. Gary Jules] - Make You Feel My Love [Adele] - Mamma
Mia [ABBA] - My Heart Will Go On (Love Theme from Titanic) [Céline Dion] - Night Changes [One
Direction] - Paradise [Coldplay] - Photograph [Ed Sheeran] - Piano Man [Billy Joel] - Right Place
Right Time [Olly Murs] - Rude [Magic!] - Rule The World [Take That] - Run [Snow Patrol] - Shake It
Off [Taylor Swift] - A Sky Full Of Stars [Coldplay] - Someone Like You [Adele] - The Sound Of Silence
[Simon & Garfunkel] - Sugar [Maroon 5] - Thinking Out Loud [Ed Sheeran] - Trouble [Coldplay] -
Troublemaker [Olly Murs] - Wake Me Up [Avicii] - Wonderful Tonight [Eric Clapton] - Your Song
[Elton John]

john thompson easiest piano course part 2: John Thompson's Easiest Piano Course -
Part 1 - Book Only John Thompson, 2005-11-01 (Willis). A comprehensive step-by-step course
specifically designed to suit the needs of all children beginning the piano. Includes: characters and
illustrations * writing exercises * sight reading drills * review work * accompaniments * and more.
Contains worksheets, reading-aloud exercises and accompaniments for teacher or parent.

john thompson easiest piano course part 2: John Thompson's Easiest Piano Course: First
Showtunes John Thompson, 2017-03-09 John Thompson’s Easiest Piano Course is one of the
most-loved and best-selling piano methods in the world. John Thompson’s timeless approach to
teaching has been trusted by generations of teachers to start millions of students on their musical
journey. This book includes 15 repertoire pieces to complement the Easiest Piano Course, helping to
reinforce basic technique, develop musicality and increase the enjoyment of learning. These
simplified arrangements are also ideal sight-reading practice for more advanced pupils. With a great
selection of songs, including Can You Feel The Love Tonight, Chitty Chitty Bang Bang and A Whole
New World, there’s something in First Showtunes for every child pianist to enjoy! Songlist: - Be Our
Guest (from Beauty And The Beast) - Can You Feel The Love Tonight (From The Lion King) - Chitty
Chitty Bang Bang - Defying Gravity (From Wicked) - Don't Cry For Me Argentina (From Evita) -
Electricity (From Billy Elliot: The Musical) - I Dreamed A Dream (from Les Miserables) - I'd Do
Anything (From Oliver!) - Matchmaker (from Fiddler on the Roof) - My Favourite Things (From The
Sound Of Music) - Over the Rainbow (from The Wizard of Oz) - When I Grow Up (From Matilda The
Musical) - Where Is Love (From Oliver!) - A Whole New World (From Disney's Aladdin) - You'll Never
Walk Alone (From Carousel)

john thompson easiest piano course part 2: John Thompson's Easiest Piano Course:
First Jazz Songs John Thompson, 2017-03-14 John Thompson’s Easiest Piano Course is one of the
most-loved and best-selling piano methods in the world. John Thompson’s timeless approach to
teaching has been trusted by generations of teachers to start millions of students on their musical
journey. This book includes 15 repertoire pieces to complement the Easiest Piano Course, helping to
reinforce basic technique, develop musicality and increase the enjoyment of learning. These
simplified arrangements are also ideal sight-reading practice for more advanced pupils. With a great
selection of songs, including Fly Me To The Moon, Hit The Road Jack and Georgia On My Mind,
there’s something in First Jazz Songs for every child pianist to enjoy! Songlist: - Ain't Misbehavin' -
As Time Goes By - Corcovado (Quiet Nights Of Quiet Stars) - Fly Me To The Moon (In Other Words) -
Georgia On My Mind - The Girl From Ipanema - Hit The Road Jack - Honeysuckle Rose - I Can't Get
Started - I'm Beginning To See The Light - Is You Is Or Is You Ain't My Baby? - St Louis Blues - St
Thomas - Taking A Chance On Love - The Way You Look Tonight

john thompson easiest piano course part 2: John Thompson's Easiest Piano Course:
First Children's Songs John Thompson, 2017-03-09 John Thompson's Easiest Piano Course is one
of the most-loved and best-selling piano methods in the world. John Thompson’s timeless approach
to teaching has been trusted by generations of teachers to start millions of students on their musical
journey. This book includes 16 repertoire pieces to complement the Easiest Piano Course, helping to
reinforce basic technique, develop musicality and increase the enjoyment of learning. These
simplified arrangements are also ideal sight-reading practice for more advanced pupils. With a great
selection of songs, including Baa Baa Black Sheep, Happy Birthday To You and Three Blind Mice,



there’s something in First Children’s Songs for every child Tchaikovsky to enjoy! Songlist: - Alice the
Camel - The Animal Fair - A-tisket, A-tasket - Baa, Baa, Black Sheep - Happy Birthday To You -
Michael Finnegan - The Muffin Man - Old Macdonald Had A Farm - Polly Wolly Doodle - Polly, Put
The Kettle On - Pop! Goes The Weasel - Row, Row, Row Your Boat - She'll Be Coming Round The
Mountain - Three Blind Mice - Twinkle, Twinkle, Little Star - The Wheels On The Bus

john thompson easiest piano course part 2: John Thompson's Easiest Piano Course Part
Two , 2000

john thompson easiest piano course part 2: Catalog of Copyright Entries Library of
Congress. Copyright Office, 1977

john thompson easiest piano course part 2: John Thompson's Easiest Piano Course Part Two
, 2000

john thompson easiest piano course part 2: John Thompson's Easiest Piano Course John
Thompson, 2013-01-01

john thompson easiest piano course part 2: John Thompson's Easiest Piano Course John
Thompson, 2004 Beginner Piano/Keyboard Instruction

john thompson easiest piano course part 2: John Thompson's Easiest Piano Course John
Thompson, 2004-01-01 (Willis). A comprehensive step-by-step course specifically designed to suit the
needs of all children beginning the piano. Includes: characters and illustrations * writing exercises *
sight reading drills * review work * accompaniments * and more.

john thompson easiest piano course part 2: John Thompson's Easiest Piano Course John
Thompson, 1956

john thompson easiest piano course part 2: John Thompson's Easiest Piano Course Part
Three , 2004

john thompson easiest piano course part 2: Catalog of Copyright Entries Library of
Congress. Copyright Office, 1975-07

john thompson easiest piano course part 2: Music Teacher and Piano Student, 1963

john thompson easiest piano course part 2: Catalog of Copyright Entries , 1977

john thompson easiest piano course part 2: Easiest Keyboard Collection: Huge Chart Hits
Wise Publications, 2011-09-15 The Easiest Keyboard Collection returns with a collection of Huge
Chart Hits in easy melody line arrangements for all electronic keyboards. Each song has chord
symbols, lyrics, suggested registrations, rhythms and tempos. Additionally, easy-to-follow keyboard
diagrams are grouped together at the start of each song showing all the left-hand chord voicings,
and all this together make this the perfect book for anyone looking to improve their keyboard
playing or expand their repertoire. Song List: - The A Team [Ed Sheeran] - Best Thing I Never Had
[Beyoncé] - California King Bed [Rihanna] - Don’t Hold Your Breath [Nicole Scherzinger] - The Edge
Of Glory [Lady Gaga] - ET [Katy Perry] - Every Teardrop Is A Waterfall [Coldplay] - Eyes Wide Shut
[JLS] - The Flood [Take That] - Foolin’ [Dionne Bromfield] - Forget You [Cee Lo Green] - Good Girl
[Alexis Jordan] - Just The Way You Are [Bruno Mars] - L.I.LF.E.G.0.E.S.0.N. [Noah & The Whale] -
Price Tag [Jessie J] - She Said [Plan B] - Skinny Love [Birdy] - Someone Like You [Adele] - Sun Of A
Gun [Oh Land] - Your Song [Ellie Goulding]

john thompson easiest piano course part 2: A History and Critical Analysis of Piano
Methods Published in the United States from 1796 to 1995 Debra Brubaker, 1996
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