how to look at japanese art

How to Look at Japanese Art: A Guide to Understanding Its Beauty and Depth

how to look at japanese art is a question that intrigues many, whether you’re visiting a
museum, exploring an art gallery, or simply encountering a piece for the first time.
Japanese art is rich, diverse, and deeply rooted in centuries of cultural traditions,
aesthetics, and philosophies. Appreciating it fully requires more than a casual glance—it
invites you to slow down, observe carefully, and understand the context behind each
brushstroke, motif, or sculptural form. If you want to deepen your connection to this
captivating art form, here’s a guide to help you navigate its subtleties and marvels.

Understanding the Cultural Context

Before diving into the details of how to look at Japanese art, it's essential to recognize that
Japanese art is inseparable from its cultural and historical background. Unlike Western art,
which often emphasizes individual expression, Japanese art frequently reflects collective
values, spiritual beliefs, and a profound respect for nature.

The Role of Traditional Aesthetics

Key Japanese aesthetics such as *wabi-sabi* (the beauty of imperfection and
impermanence), *ma* (the concept of negative space or pause), and *shibui* (simple,
subtle elegance) play a vital role in shaping the visual language of Japanese art. When you
look at a serene ink painting or a minimalist ceramic tea bowl, think about these principles.
Instead of searching for flashy or elaborate details, try to appreciate the understated
elegance, the quiet balance, or the fleeting moment captured in the work.

Historical Influences to Keep in Mind

Japanese art has evolved over various periods, from the classical Heian era through the Edo
period’s flourishing woodblock prints, to contemporary manga and avant-garde pieces.
Each period brought different styles, techniques, and themes. For example, *ukiyo-e* prints
often depict everyday life, landscapes, and kabuki actors with vibrant colors and dynamic
compositions. Knowing a bit about the era and its social environment can enrich your
understanding and enable you to see beyond the surface.

How to Look at Japanese Art: Key Techniques and
Approaches



Focus on the Use of Space and Composition

One distinctive feature of Japanese art is its intelligent use of space. Unlike Western art that
tends to fill the canvas, Japanese artists often employ *ma*—empty space—as an integral
element. When you look at a painting or calligraphy piece, pay attention to what is not
there as much as what is. The empty areas invite contemplation and allow the eye to rest,
creating harmony and emphasizing the subject.

Observe the Brushwork and Materials

Japanese art often showcases masterful brushwork, whether in sumi-e (ink wash painting),
calligraphy, or textile arts. The strokes can be bold or delicate, fluid or controlled, each
conveying emotion and intention. Notice the texture, flow, and variation in the lines.
Moreover, traditional materials like handmade paper, silk, or natural pigments contribute
significantly to the overall effect, so try to imagine how these elements influence the
piece’s tactile and visual qualities.

Explore Symbolism and Nature Motifs

Nature is a recurring theme in Japanese art, loaded with symbolic meanings. Cherry
blossoms (*sakura*) symbolize the transient nature of life, cranes represent longevity and
good fortune, and pine trees often denote resilience. When you encounter these motifs,
consider their cultural significance and how they might relate to the artwork’s message or
mood. This deeper layer of meaning can transform your viewing experience from passive to
insightful.

Engaging with Different Forms of Japanese Art

Appreciating Ukiyo-e Prints

Ukiyo-e, or “pictures of the floating world,” are perhaps the most internationally recognized
form of traditional Japanese art. These woodblock prints depict everything from landscapes
and famous actors to scenes from folk tales. When examining ukiyo-e, look closely at the
vibrant colors, intricate patterns, and the use of perspective, which differs from Western
norms. Also, consider the narrative aspect—each print tells a story or captures a moment in
the bustling Edo period.

Delving into Calligraphy (Shodo)

Calligraphy is more than just writing in Japan; it is an art form that conveys the spirit and



personality of the artist. When looking at calligraphy, try to “read” the energy in each
stroke—the speed, pressure, and rhythm. Even if you don’t understand the characters, the
flow and balance can evoke emotions and connect you to the moment of creation.

Experiencing Contemporary Japanese Art

Modern Japanese art blends traditional techniques with international influences and pop
culture elements like manga and anime. When viewing contemporary works, keep an open
mind and notice how artists play with identity, technology, and social issues. This dynamic
fusion offers a fresh perspective on Japanese aesthetics and how they continue to evolve.

Tips for Deepening Your Appreciation of Japanese
Art

e Take Your Time: Don’t rush. Japanese art often invites quiet contemplation, so
spend several minutes with each piece to absorb its nuances.

e Learn Key Terms: Familiarize yourself with terms like *wabi-sabi*, *ukiyo-e*, *sumi-
e*, and *shodo* to better understand the art’s language and philosophy.

¢ Visit Museums and Exhibitions: Seeing artworks in person reveals details and
textures that photos can’t capture.

* Read About Artists and Eras: Understanding the background stories enhances your
connection to the art.

e Engage with Japanese Culture: Explore tea ceremonies, poetry (haiku), or
traditional crafts to get a holistic sense of the cultural context.

The Emotional Impact of Japanese Art

Ultimately, how to look at Japanese art is about more than technique or history—it’s about
opening yourself to the emotional and spiritual experience that these works can offer.
Whether it's the tranquility of a Zen garden painting or the vibrant energy of a kabuki print,
Japanese art invites you to see the world through a lens of harmony, balance, and mindful
presence. Allow yourself to feel the calm, the impermanence, and the beauty in simplicity,
and you'll find that each piece resonates on a personal level.

Exploring Japanese art can be a lifelong journey, full of discoveries and moments of quiet
awe. So next time you stand before a delicate scroll or a bold contemporary piece,
remember that looking deeply is the first step toward truly appreciating its timeless allure.



Frequently Asked Questions

What are the key elements to focus on when looking at
Japanese art?

When looking at Japanese art, focus on elements such as simplicity, asymmetry, natural
themes, use of negative space, and traditional techniques like sumi-e ink painting or ukiyo-
e woodblock prints. Understanding cultural symbolism also enhances appreciation.

How does the concept of 'wabi-sabi’' influence Japanese
art?

'Wabi-sabi' is a Japanese aesthetic that finds beauty in imperfection, impermanence, and
simplicity. This concept influences Japanese art by emphasizing natural aging, rusticity, and
understated elegance, encouraging viewers to appreciate subtle details and the passage of
time.

What historical periods are important to know when
studying Japanese art?

Key historical periods include the Heian period (794-1185) known for Yamato-e paintings,
the Edo period (1603-1868) famous for ukiyo-e prints, and the Meiji period (1868-1912)
which introduced Western influences. Each period reflects different styles, themes, and
techniques important for understanding Japanese art.

How can understanding Japanese cultural symbolism
enhance the viewing of Japanese art?

Japanese art often incorporates symbols like cherry blossoms (transience), cranes
(longevity), and dragons (power). Recognizing these symbols provides deeper insight into
the artwork’s meaning, cultural context, and the artist’s intent, enriching the viewing
experience.

What role does nature play in Japanese art and how
should one interpret it?

Nature is central in Japanese art, representing harmony, spirituality, and the changing
seasons. When interpreting Japanese art, observe how natural elements are stylized or
abstracted to convey emotions or philosophical ideas, reflecting a deep respect and
connection to the natural world.

Additional Resources
How to Look at Japanese Art: An Analytical Guide to Appreciating a Rich Tradition



how to look at japanese art is a question that opens a doorway to a profoundly intricate
and culturally rich visual experience. Japanese art, spanning millennia and encompassing a
variety of mediums such as painting, calligraphy, ceramics, and sculpture, reflects a unique
aesthetic philosophy shaped by history, religion, and nature. To truly appreciate Japanese
art, a viewer must move beyond a simple visual encounter and engage with the cultural
context, symbolism, and stylistic nuances that define this art form.

Understanding the Historical and Cultural
Context

Japanese art cannot be fully appreciated without understanding its historical evolution and
cultural framework. Unlike Western art, which often emphasizes realism and perspective,
Japanese art is deeply rooted in spiritual and philosophical ideals such as Shintoism,
Buddhism, and Zen. These belief systems influence the themes, materials, and techniques
employed by artists.

For instance, during the Edo period (1603-1868), ukiyo-e woodblock prints emerged as a
dominant art form reflecting everyday life and popular culture. In contrast, earlier Heian
period (794-1185) artworks often focused on religious iconography and courtly aesthetics.
Recognizing these distinctions helps viewers place each piece in its proper historical
setting, enriching the viewing experience.

The Role of Nature and Simplicity in Japanese Art

One of the most distinctive features of Japanese art is its close relationship with nature.
Whether it is the delicate brushwork of a sumi-e ink painting or the asymmetrical
composition of a garden design, nature is not just a subject but a guiding principle. The
concept of wabi-sabi—finding beauty in imperfection and transience—is central to how
Japanese artists depict the natural world.

When looking at Japanese art, it's important to note how artists use negative space (known
as ma) to create a sense of balance and harmony. This approach contrasts with Western art
traditions that often aim to fill the canvas. The use of empty space invites contemplation
and allows the viewer’s imagination to complete the scene, fostering a meditative
engagement with the work.

Techniques and Materials: Appreciating
Craftsmanship

Japanese art is characterized by meticulous craftsmanship and innovative techniques, many
of which have been preserved and refined over centuries. Understanding these technical
aspects can deepen appreciation and reveal layers of meaning.



Calligraphy and Brushwork

Calligraphy (shod0) is revered in Japanese culture not only as a form of writing but as an
expressive art form. The fluidity and rhythm of brush strokes embody the artist’s spirit and
discipline. When observing calligraphy, viewers should pay attention to the variation in line
thickness, the speed of execution, and the balance of characters within the composition.
These elements reflect the artist’s emotional state and mastery.

Woodblock Printing and Ukiyo-e

Ukiyo-e, or “pictures of the floating world,” is a prime example of Japanese printmaking that
gained international acclaim. This technique involves carving images into woodblocks,
inking them, and pressing them onto paper. Each color requires a separate block,
demanding precision and collaboration among artists, carvers, and printers.

When looking at ukiyo-e prints, consider the layering of colors, the clarity of lines, and the
depiction of subjects like kabuki actors, landscapes, or courtesans. The vibrancy and
stylization distinguish these prints from Western lithographs and posters, offering insights
into Edo-period society and aesthetics.

Symbolism and Themes: Decoding the Visual
Language

Japanese art often employs a rich symbolic vocabulary that conveys deeper meanings
beyond the visual surface. Understanding these symbols can transform a passive glance
into an insightful interpretation.

Seasonal Motifs and Their Significance

The changing seasons are a pervasive theme in Japanese art, symbolizing the cycle of life
and the impermanence of existence. Cherry blossoms (sakura), for example, represent
fleeting beauty and renewal, while chrysanthemums (kiku) signify longevity and
rejuvenation.

When examining paintings, ceramics, or textiles, identifying these floral and seasonal
motifs can provide clues about the work’s message or occasion for which it was created.

This seasonal awareness also aligns with traditional Japanese poetry and literature, which
often accompany visual art.

Religious and Mythological References

Many Japanese artworks feature figures from Buddhist, Shinto, or folklore narratives.



Dragons, tigers, and phoenixes appear regularly, each carrying specific symbolic
weight—dragons often signify power and protection, while cranes symbolize longevity and
good fortune.

Recognizing these mythological elements helps viewers appreciate the layers of storytelling
embedded within the art. It also highlights the intersection of art and spirituality that is
characteristic of Japanese cultural expression.

Practical Tips: Engaging with Japanese Art in
Museums and Galleries

Viewing Japanese art in a museum or gallery setting requires a mindful approach that
respects the work’s cultural origins and artistic intentions.

* Take your time: Japanese art frequently rewards slow, deliberate observation. Avoid
rushing; instead, let your eyes explore details, brushwork, and composition gradually.

 Read accompanying information: Labels and catalogs often provide vital historical
background and explanations of symbolism, which enhance understanding.

e Observe the medium: Recognize the material qualities—whether it is delicate
paper, lacquerware, or silk—which contribute to the piece’s meaning and aesthetic
effect.

e Consider the artist’s intent: Reflect on how the work might relate to broader
social, religious, or personal themes during its creation.

e Compare with Western art: Noticing contrasts in style, technique, and purpose can
sharpen appreciation and highlight what makes Japanese art distinct.

Exploring Contemporary Japanese Art

While traditional Japanese art forms often draw the most attention, contemporary Japanese
artists blend heritage with modernity in compelling ways. Works by artists such as Yayoi
Kusama and Takashi Murakami merge traditional motifs with pop culture and avant-garde
techniques.

When looking at contemporary Japanese art, it is useful to consider how these artists
reinterpret classical themes or challenge conventions. This dynamic interplay between past
and present enriches the understanding of Japan’s evolving artistic landscape.



Conclusion: A Journey of Observation and
Reflection

Learning how to look at Japanese art is more than an exercise in visual appreciation; it is an
invitation to engage with a culture that values subtlety, harmony, and profound symbolism.
By immersing oneself in the historical context, understanding the materials and techniques,
and decoding the symbolic language, viewers can transform their experience from mere
observation to meaningful connection.

Whether encountering a delicate ink painting, an intricate woodblock print, or a

contemporary installation, approaching Japanese art with patience and curiosity opens the
door to a deeper appreciation of one of the world’s most compelling artistic traditions.

How To Look At Japanese Art

how to look at japanese art: How to Look at Japanese Art Stephen Addiss, Audrey Seo,
2015-10-15

how to look at japanese art: How to Look At Japanese Art Stephen Addiss, Audrey Yoshiko
Seo, 1996-03-30 Westerners have long been fascinated by Japanese art, but many viewers are
unable to fully enjoy the work because they are unfamiliar with its distinctive attributes. Now,
Stephen Addiss presents a complete introduction to one of the world's oldest and most admired art
traditions. He discusses the composition, color, form, and subject matter of more than 60
outstanding works.

how to look at japanese art: Japanese Art in Detail John Reeve, 2005 What is Japanese art?
This book supplies an answer that gives a reader both a true picture and a fine understanding of
Japanese art. Arranged thematically, the book includes chapters on nature and pleasure, landscape
and beauty, all framed by themes of serenity and turmoil, the two poles of Japanese culture ancient
and modern.

how to look at japanese art: Traditional Japanese Arts and Culture Stephen Addiss, Gerald
Groemer, J. Thomas Rimer, 2006-02-28 This admirable and necessary volume allows the original
writers to speak to us directly. Though all this is carefully documented, we are at the same time
spared any layers of scholarly interpretation. Rather, the richness of the original reaches us
complete. —Donald Richie, Japan Times, May 14, 2006 Japanese artists, musicians, actors, and
authors have written much over the centuries about the creation, meaning, and appreciation of
various arts. Most of these works, however, are scattered among countless hard-to-find sources or
make only a fleeting appearance in books devoted to other subjects. Compiled in this volume is a
wealth of original material on Japanese arts and culture from the prehistoric era to the Meiji
Restoration (1867). These carefully selected sources, including many translated here for the first
time, are placed in their historical context and outfitted with brief commentaries, allowing the
reader to make connections to larger concepts and values found in Japanese culture. The book is a
treasure trove of material on the visual and literary arts, but it contains as well primary texts on
topics not easily classified in Western categories, such as the martial and culinary arts, the art of
tea, and flower arranging. More than 60 color and black and white illustrations enrich the collection
and provide further insights into Japanese artistic and cultural values.

how to look at japanese art: History of Japanese Art Noritake Tsuda, 2009-06-10 A History of
Japanese Art offers readers a comprehensive view of Japanese art through Japanese eyes--a view


https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-165/how-to-look-at-japanese-art.pdf

that is the most revealing of all perspectives. At the same time, it provides readers with a guide to
the places in Japan where the best and most representative creations of Japanese art are to be seen.

how to look at japanese art: The Spirit of Japanese Art Yoné Noguchi, 2021-11-05 In The
Spirit of Japanese Art, Yonv© Noguchi delves into the intricate aesthetics and philosophical
underpinnings that define Japanese artistic culture. With a nuanced literary style that blends poetic
prose and analytical rigor, Noguchi examines various art forms, including painting, pottery, and
calligraphy, revealing their deep connections to nature, spirituality, and societal values. His
exploration of the cultural context invites readers to appreciate the subtleties of Japanese artistry
against the backdrop of historical influences and traditional practices, making the book not only a
visual feast but also a scholarly discourse. Yonv© Noguchi, an influential figure in the early 20th
century, serves as a bridge between Eastern and Western literary and artistic traditions. His own
experiences as a Japanese expatriate in America deeply informed his views, leading him to advocate
for the recognition and appreciation of Japanese art within a global context. Noguchi's unique
perspective, shaped by his artistic sensibilities and his role as a cultural ambassador, infuses the text
with authenticity and passionate conviction. Readers interested in art history, cultural studies, or
Japanese aesthetics will find The Spirit of Japanese Art an indispensable addition to their libraries.
Noguchi's insightful reflections not only deepen our understanding of Japanese art but also
encourage a broader dialogue about the universal themes of beauty, humanity, and creativity.

how to look at japanese art: Modern Japanese Art and the Meiji State Doshin Sato, 2011 This
is an insightful and intelligent re-thinking of Japanese art history & its Western influences. This
broad-ranging and profoundly influential analysis describes how Western art institutions and
vocabulary were transplanted to Japan in the late nineteenth century. In the 1870-80s, artists and
government administrators in Japan encountered the Western 'system of the arts' for the first time.
Under pressure to exhibit and sell its artistic products abroad, Japan's new Meiji government came
face-to-face with the need to create European-style art schools and museums - and even to establish
Japanese words for art, painting, artist, and sculpture. Modern Japanese Art is a full
re-conceptualization of the field of Japanese art history, exposing the politics through which the
words, categories, and values that structure our understanding of the field came to be while
revealing the historicity of Western and non-Western art history.

how to look at japanese art: How to Look at Pictures Sir Robert Clermont Witt, 1905

how to look at japanese art: Art History for Filmmakers Gillian Mclver, 2017-03-23 Since
cinema's earliest days, literary adaptation has provided the movies with stories; and so we use
literary terms like metaphor, metonymy and synecdoche to describe visual things. But there is
another way of looking at film, and that is through its relationship with the visual arts - mainly
painting, the oldest of the art forms. Art History for Filmmakers is an inspiring guide to how images
from art can be used by filmmakers to establish period detail, and to teach composition, color theory
and lighting. The book looks at the key moments in the development of the Western painting, and
how these became part of the Western visual culture from which cinema emerges, before exploring
how paintings can be representative of different genres, such as horror, sex, violence, realism and
fantasy, and how the images in these paintings connect with cinema. Insightful case studies explore
the links between art and cinema through the work of seven high-profile filmmakers, including Peter
Greenaway, Peter Webber, Jack Cardiff, Martin Scorsese, Guillermo del Toro, Quentin Tarantino and
Stan Douglas. A range of practical exercises are included in the text, which can be carried out singly
or in small teams. Featuring stunning full-color images, Art History for Filmmakers provides budding
filmmakers with a practical guide to how images from art can help to develop their understanding of
the visual language of film.

how to look at japanese art: Japanese Flower Culture - An Introduction Kaeko Chiba,
2022-12-20 This book provides a comprehensive introduction to ikebana and other forms of Japanese
flower culture. Unlike other books on the subject which focus on practice, the book provides both an
academic discussion of the subject and an introduction to practice. It examines ikebana and flower
culture from anthropological and sociological perspectives, analyses Japanese aesthetics, customs



and rituals related to flower arrangements, and outlines ikebana history and the Grand Master
Iemoto system. It considers how the traditional arts are taught in Japan, and links traditional arts to
current issues in today’s society, such as gender and class. This book also covers how to prepare
ikebana utensils, preserve flowers and branches, and how to appreciate arrangements, placing an
emphasis on acknowledging our five senses throughout each stage of the process. The book will be
of interest to a wide range of people interested in Japanese flower culture - university professors
and students, tourists and people interested in traditional Japanese arts.

how to look at japanese art: Miyazawa Kenji and His Illustrators Helen Kilpatrick,
2012-12-10 In Miyazawa Kenji and His Illustrators, Helen Kilpatrick examines re-visionings of the
literature of one of Japan’s most celebrated authors, Miyazawa Kenji (1896-1933). The deeply
Buddhist Kenji's imaginative dowa (children’s tales) are among the most frequently illustrated in
Japan today. Numerous internationally renowned artists such as Munakata Shiko, Kim Tschang-Yeul
and Lee Ufan have represented his stories in an array of intriguing visual styles, reinvigorating them
as picture books for modern audiences. Focusing on some of Kenji’'s most famous narratives, the
author analyses the ways artists respond to the stories’ metaphysical philosophies, exploring the
interaction of literature, art and culture. Miyazawa Kenji and His Illustrators is richly depicted with
full colour images of the representations of Kenji’s work, making the book a valuable resource on
how illustrations shape story, and how these picture books continue to convey the texts’ witty and
ironic messages more deeply than the written word alone.

how to look at japanese art: See/Saw Ivan Vartanian, Kyoko Wada, 2011-02-23 See/Saw offers
a provocative new look at the origins of Japanese pop art. Often defined by its references to manga
or anime, contemporary Japanese art in fact has much broader roots. By drawing parallels between
the art of Japan past and present, this compelling volume reveals how current artists rework the
traditional forms and techniques of Japanese art history. Modern takes on time-honored conventions
are illustrated by the work of a star-studded roster of contemporary artists including Tabaimo,
Makoto Aida, Takashi Murakami, Yoshitomo Nara, and Yayoi Kusama. Aficionados of both
contemporary and traditional Japan are sure to appreciate this fresh perspective on art and the
power of visual culture.

how to look at japanese art: Crazy for Kanji Eve Kushner, 2023-08-09 A passionate and playful
guide to kanji that examines characters from every angle for an in-depth understanding. Kanji (the
most complicated Japanese script) may look daunting, but the characters are full of fun and life—if
you know how to decode them. Crazy for Kanji provides a map to orient people by examining
characters and compounds from every angle. Passionate and playful, the book is filled with
enlightening discussions, fun facts, photos, exhibits, anecdotes, and games. It's a reference source,
workbook, and entertaining read all in one. Novices and kanji experts alike will find treasures in its
pages.

how to look at japanese art: Radicals and Realists in the Japanese Nonverbal Arts
Thomas R. H. Havens, 2006-07-31 Radicals and Realists is the first book in any language to discuss
Japan’s avant-garde artists, their work, and the historical environment in which they produced it
during the two most creative decades of the twentieth century, the 1950s and 1960s. Many of the
artists were radicals, rebelling against existing canons and established authority. Yet at the same
time they were realists in choosing concrete materials, sounds, and themes from everyday life for
their art and in gradually adopting tactics of protest or resistance through accommodation rather
than confrontation. Whatever the means of expression, the production of art was never devoid of
historical context or political implication. Focusing on the nonverbal genres of painting, sculpture,
dance choreography, and music composition, this work shows that generational and political
differences, not artistic doctrines, largely account for the divergent stances artists took vis-a-vis
modernism, the international arts community, Japan'’s ties to the United States, and the alliance of
corporate and bureaucratic interests that solidified in Japan during the 1960s. After surveying
censorship and arts policy during the American occupation of Japan (1945-1952), the narrative
divides into two chronological sections dealing with the 1950s and 1960s, bisected by the rise of an



artistic underground in Shinjuku and the security treaty crisis of May 1960. The first section treats
Japanese artists who studied abroad as well as the vast and varied experiments in each of the
nonverbal avant-garde arts that took place within Japan during the 1950s, after long years of artistic
insularity and near-stasis throughout war and occupation. Chief among the intellectuals who
stimulated experimentation were the art critic Takiguchi Shuzo, the painter Okamoto Taro, and the
businessman-painter Yoshihara Jiro. The second section addresses the multifront assault on
formalism (confusingly known as anti-art) led by visual artists nationwide. Likewise, composers of
both Western-style and contemporary Japanese-style music increasingly chose everyday themes from
folk music and the premodern musical repertoire for their new presentations. Avant-garde print
makers, sculptors, and choreographers similarly moved beyond the modern—and modernism—in
their work. A later chapter examines the artistic apex of the postwar period: Osaka’s 1970 world
exposition, where more avant-garde music, painting, sculpture, and dance were on display than at
any other point in Japan'’s history, before or since. Radicals and Realists is based on extensive
archival research; numerous concerts, performances, and exhibits; and exclusive interviews with
more than fifty leading choreographers, composers, painters, sculptors, and critics active during
those two innovative decades. Its accessible prose and lucid analysis recommend it to a wide
readership, including those interested in modern Japanese art and culture as well as the history of
the postwar years.

how to look at japanese art: Japan Weekly Mail , 1901

how to look at japanese art: Moral Education in Japan Marie Hgjlund Roesgaard,
2016-10-04 Japan’s Fundamental Law on Education was revised in 2006 and new curriculum
guidelines along with new proposals for strengthening the position of moral education reflect the
increased political focus, particularly by the two Abe-administrations. Changes include increased
emphasis on patriotism, on respect for life and the environment, on individual responsibility, on
respecting differences and other countries and on a general strengthening of moral values. This
volume describes the history of moral education in Japan, analyses recent changes in curriculum and
practices, and takes a closer look at examples of official, semi-official and local discourses on moral
education and values. The analysis covers policy statements, teaching material and research,
Japanese as well as Western. Using theories of globalization, cosmopolitanism and universal human
values it is the intention, by using an Asian example, to illustrate and elaborate upon existing
discourses within theories of globalization and cosmopolitanism as well as in education and values
and citizenship studies. Chapters include: Revision of the fundamental law on Education in 2006 and
beyond Official and semi-official bids for contents of moral education Moral education in practice
Risk, globalization and meaning in Japanese Moral Education This book will be of interest to scholars
specializing in education in Japan, and scholars in the academic field of moral, character and
citizenship education.

how to look at japanese art: Van Gogh and the Seasons Sjraar van Heugten, 2018-03-06 A
new look at the ways van Gogh represented the seasons and the natural world throughout his career
The changing seasons captivated Vincent van Gogh (1853-90), who saw in their unending cycle the
majesty of nature and the existence of a higher force. Van Gogh and the Seasons is the first book to
explore this central aspect of van Gogh's life and work. Van Gogh often linked the seasons to rural
life and labor as men and women worked the land throughout the year. From his depictions of
peasants and sowers to winter gardens, riverbanks, orchards, and harvests, he painted scenes that
richly evoke the sensory pleasures and deprivations particular to each season. This stunning book
brings to life the locales that defined his tumultuous career, from Arles, where he experienced his
most crucial period of creativity, to Auvers-sur-Oise, where he committed suicide. It looks at van
Gogh's interpretation of nature, the religious implications of the seasons in his time, and how his art
was perceived against the backdrop of various symbolist factions, antimaterialist debates, and
esoteric beliefs in fin de siecle Paris. The book also features revealing extracts from the artist's
correspondence and artworks from his own collection that provide essential context to the themes in
his work. Breathtakingly illustrated and featuring informative essays by Sjraar van Heugten, Joan



Greer, and Ted Gott, Van Gogh and the Seasons shines new light on the extraordinary creative vision
of one of the world's most beloved artists.

how to look at japanese art: Paris exposition, 1900 ... English cicerone. How to see Paris
alone Hilarion vicomte de Kératry, 1900

how to look at japanese art: New Theatre Quarterly 48: Volume 12, Part 4 Clive Barker,
Simon Trussler, 1997-02-13 New Theatre Quarterly provides an international forum where theatrical
scholarship and practice can meet, and where prevailing dramatic assumptions can be subjected to
vigorous critical questioning.

how to look at japanese art: Modern Japanese Painting Techniques Shinichi Fukui, 2022-05-10
This book makes it easy to create and admire wonderful Japanese-style paintings and portraits!
Modern Japanese-style paintings are recognizable by their restrained use of three-dimensionality
and perspective, reliance upon expressive lines, and the bold use of color to direct the viewer's eye.
There are other ways that artists imbue their work with Japanese- inspired attributes, including
through the skillful use of shape, texture, and facial expression. Author Shinichi Fukui introduces
readers to 7 notable modern Japanese artists (Kazuo Kawakami, Chiaki Takasugi, Miho Tanaka,
Ryohei Nishiyama, Jose Franky, Ryohei Murata, and Keiji Yano) who specialize in shin hanga-style
portraiture of Japanese women. He then presents instructions to create 21 different original
paintings--from sketching models, preparing and mixing paints, blocking in color, and rendering fine
details. Using these techniques, and a bit of acrylic paint, readers will be able to create eye-catching
works of art that express a timeless Japanese aesthetic.
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