history of the orchid

History of the Orchid: Tracing the Origins and Cultural Significance of a
Timeless Flower

History of the orchid is a fascinating journey that intertwines botany,
culture, and human fascination with one of the most diverse and enchanting
families of flowering plants. Orchids have not only captivated gardeners and
collectors with their stunning beauty and intricate forms but have also
played a significant role in mythology, traditional medicine, and
horticultural innovation throughout centuries. Let’s embark on an exploration
of how the orchid’s history has unfolded across the globe, revealing its
botanical evolution, cultural symbolism, and the human efforts that have
shaped its legacy.

The Botanical Origins and Evolution of Orchids

Orchids belong to the family Orchidaceae, one of the largest and most diverse
groups of flowering plants in the world, boasting over 25,000 species. The
history of the orchid from a scientific perspective begins deep in
prehistoric times. Fossil records suggest that orchids have been around for
at least 76 million years, making them an ancient lineage that co-evolved
with pollinators like bees, butterflies, and birds.

Early Evolution and Adaptations

Orchids evolved unique adaptations that allowed them to thrive in a variety
of environments, from tropical rainforests to temperate regions. Their
complex flower structures, which often mimic the appearance or scent of
pollinators, are a result of millions of years of co-evolution. This
specialization ensures efficient pollination and species survival. For
example, some orchids have flowers that resemble female insects, tricking
male pollinators into attempting mating and thus transferring pollen.

Discovery and Classification

The formal scientific classification of orchids began in earnest in the 18th
century during the Age of Exploration. European botanists and naturalists,
intrigued by the exotic flora encountered in Asia, the Americas, and Africa,
began collecting and documenting orchid species. Carl Linnaeus, the father of
modern taxonomy, included orchids in his system, but it was not until the
19th century that the orchid family was studied in depth by specialists such
as John Lindley, who laid the foundation for modern orchid classification.

Orchids in Ancient Cultures and Mythology

The history of the orchid is richly woven into the myths and traditions of
various civilizations. Orchids have often symbolized beauty, fertility, and
strength, but their meanings vary widely across cultures.



China and East Asia

In Chinese culture, orchids have been revered for over 3,000 years. Confucius
famously praised the orchid as a symbol of integrity, nobility, and
friendship. Orchids were often depicted in classical Chinese paintings and
poetry, celebrated for their delicate fragrance and elegance. They were also
used in traditional medicine to treat ailments and improve health.

Ancient Greece and Rome

n

The word “orchid” itself derives from the Greek word “orchis,” meaning
testicle, due to the shape of the plant’s root tubers. In ancient Greece,
orchids were linked to fertility and virility. It was believed that consuming
certain orchids could determine the gender of an unborn child or enhance
reproductive health. Roman naturalists like Pliny the Elder also documented
orchids, noting their diverse forms and uses.

The Americas and Indigenous Uses

Indigenous peoples in Central and South America have long utilized orchids
for both practical and ceremonial purposes. Vanilla, one of the most famous
orchids, was cultivated by the Totonac people of Mexico before being adopted
by the Aztecs and later Europeans. Beyond vanilla, many orchids were used in
folk medicine or as ornamental plants in rituals, underscoring their cultural
importance.

The Orchid Mania: Victorian Era and
Horticultural Passion

No discussion about the history of the orchid would be complete without
mentioning the Victorian “orchid mania,” a phenomenon that swept through
Europe in the 19th century. This period marked a turning point in orchid
cultivation and collection, fueled by advancements in transportation and a
growing middle class eager for exotic plants.

Rise of Orchid Collecting

During the 1800s, orchids became prized possessions for the wealthy elite and
botanical enthusiasts. Collectors and explorers embarked on perilous
expeditions to tropical regions to discover new species, often risking life
and limb. The rarity and difficulty of obtaining orchids made them symbols of
status and sophistication.

Horticultural Innovations

Victorian horticulturists developed new greenhouse technologies and
hybridization techniques to cultivate orchids outside their native habitats.



This era saw the first deliberate crosses between species, giving rise to
hybrids that combined desirable traits such as color, fragrance, and
durability. These developments laid the groundwork for today’s commercial
orchid breeding industry.

Impact on Conservation Awareness

While the orchid mania fueled interest and knowledge, it also led to over-—
collection and habitat destruction. Some species became endangered or extinct
in the wild due to excessive harvesting. This historical lesson has informed
modern conservation efforts, emphasizing the importance of sustainable
practices and habitat protection.

Modern-Day Orchid Cultivation and Cultural
Impact

Today, orchids continue to enchant millions worldwide, from home gardeners to
professional breeders. The history of the orchid has evolved into a story of
global appreciation, scientific research, and conservation.

Commercial Importance and Popular Varieties

Orchids like Phalaenopsis, Cattleya, and Dendrobium have become staples in
the floral industry. The commercial cultivation of orchids is a multibillion-
dollar enterprise, with innovations in tissue culture allowing mass
propagation of plants that once took years to grow. Vanilla, derived from the
Vanilla orchid, remains one of the most valuable natural flavorings globally.

Orchids in Contemporary Culture

Orchids symbolize luxury, love, and beauty in modern culture. They are
popular gifts for special occasions and are often featured in art, fashion,
and design. Orchid societies and exhibitions celebrate the diversity and
complexity of these plants, keeping alive the passion for orchid appreciation
that started centuries ago.

Conservation and Ecological Importance

Many orchid species are now protected under international agreements like
CITES (Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species).
Conservationists work to preserve orchid habitats and promote ethical
cultivation. Understanding the ecological role of orchids, from their
relationships with fungi to their pollinators, remains an active field of
study.



Tips for Growing Orchids Inspired by Their
History

Drawing from the rich history of orchid cultivation, here are some essential
tips for growing orchids successfully at home:

e Understand their natural habitat: Most orchids are epiphytes, growing on
trees in humid environments. Mimicking these conditions with proper
light, humidity, and air circulation is key.

e Use appropriate potting media: Unlike typical plants, orchids need airy,
well-draining substrates such as bark, sphagnum moss, or specialized
mixes to replicate their natural roots’ environment.

e Water carefully: Overwatering is a common mistake. Allow the potting mix
to dry between waterings to prevent root rot.

e Fertilize moderately: Orchids benefit from balanced, diluted fertilizer
during their growing season, reflecting their adaptation to nutrient-
poor environments.

e Be patient and observant: Many orchids take time to bloom. Learning from
their life cycle and responding to their needs helps cultivate thriving
plants.

The history of the orchid is as much about human curiosity and admiration as
it is about the plant itself. From ancient myths to modern horticulture,
orchids have maintained their allure by constantly revealing new wonders in
form, fragrance, and function. As we continue to explore and protect these
botanical treasures, the story of the orchid remains a vibrant testament to
nature’s creativity and our enduring connection to it.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the origin of orchids in the history of plant
evolution?

Orchids are believed to have originated around 76 to 84 million years ago
during the late Cretaceous period, making them one of the oldest families of
flowering plants.

How did orchids get their name?

The name 'orchid' comes from the Greek word 'orchis,' which means testicle,
referring to the shape of the plant’s root tubers as observed by ancient
Greek botanists.

What role did orchids play in ancient cultures?

In ancient cultures, orchids were often associated with fertility and
virility. For instance, the Aztecs used vanilla orchids to flavor their



chocolate drinks, while the Chinese used orchids symbolically in art and
medicine.

When were orchids first scientifically classified?

Orchids were first scientifically classified in the 18th century by Carl
Linnaeus, who described the genus Orchis in his work "Species Plantarum"
published in 1753.

How did orchids become popular in Victorian England?

During the Victorian era, orchids became highly prized among collectors and
botanists, leading to 'orchid mania' where wealthy individuals and explorers
sought rare species, contributing to the expansion of orchid cultivation.

What impact did orchid hunting have on orchid
species?
Orchid hunting in the 19th and early 20th centuries led to overcollection and

threatened some wild orchid species, prompting early conservation efforts and
the establishment of botanical gardens to protect orchids.

How have orchids influenced art and literature
historically?

Orchids have inspired numerous works of art, literature, and poetry
throughout history, symbolizing beauty, luxury, and exoticism, notably during
the Victorian era and in Asian cultures.

What advancements in orchid cultiwvation have occurred
historically?

Historically, advancements such as the development of greenhouse technology,
hybridization techniques in the 19th century, and tissue culture methods in
the 20th century have revolutionized orchid cultivation and accessibility.

Additional Resources

The Enduring Allure: A Deep Dive into the History of the Orchid

history of the orchid reveals a captivating narrative that intertwines
botany, culture, and human fascination spanning centuries. From ancient
civilizations to modern horticulture, orchids have held a unique place in
gardens, medicine cabinets, and art, symbolizing beauty, luxury, and mystery.
Understanding this history offers insight into why orchids remain one of the
most diverse and coveted plant families in the world today.

Origins and Botanical Evolution

The history of the orchid begins in prehistoric times, traced back over 80
million years through fossil records. Orchids belong to the family



Orchidaceae, one of the largest and most diverse families of flowering
plants, boasting over 25,000 species worldwide. Their evolutionary success is
due in part to complex pollination mechanisms and adaptability to various
environments, ranging from tropical rainforests to arid regions.

Botanists believe orchids evolved alongside specific pollinators, engaging in
intricate mutualistic relationships that shaped the morphology of their
flowers. This co-evolution has resulted in astonishing diversity, including
forms that mimic insects or emit unique fragrances to attract pollinators,
illustrating an evolutionary arms race that fascinates biologists and
horticulturists alike.

Historical Significance Across Cultures

Ancient Civilizations and Medicinal Uses

The orchid’s history is deeply embedded in the traditions of ancient
societies. In China, orchids were revered as symbols of fertility and
refinement, often depicted in classical literature and art. Confucius himself
praised orchids for their delicate fragrance and moral significance.
Similarly, in ancient Greece, the orchid’s tubers were believed to possess
aphrodisiac properties, with the name “orchis” originating from the Greek
word for testicle, reflecting the shape of the tubers.

Traditional medicine systems in Asia and South America incorporated orchids

into remedies for a range of ailments. The vanilla orchid, native to Mexico,
was particularly significant, with indigenous peoples utilizing its pods for
flavoring and ceremonial purposes long before global commercialization.

European Exploration and Horticultural Enthusiasm

The European encounter with orchids during the Age of Exploration marked a
turning point in their history. Explorers and botanists collected exotic
species from the Americas, Asia, and Africa, sparking intense interest among
aristocrats and scientists. The 18th and 19th centuries witnessed a surge in
orchid hunting, driven by both scientific curiosity and the desire for
ornamental prestige.

Victorian England epitomized the orchid craze, known as “orchidelirium,”
where collectors and wealthy enthusiasts fiercely competed to acquire rare
species. This period saw advances in greenhouse cultivation techniques and
the establishment of orchid societies. However, over—-collection also
threatened wild populations, prompting early conservation awareness.

Modern Developments and Cultivation

Advances in Orchid Hybridization



The 20th century introduced revolutionary changes in the cultivation and
breeding of orchids. Hybridization techniques allowed horticulturists to
combine traits from different species, producing flowers with novel colors,
sizes, and resilience. These hybrids often exhibit greater adaptability,
making orchid growing accessible to amateurs and commercial growers alike.

The advent of tissue culture methods in the late 1900s further transformed
orchid propagation. This technique enables mass production of genetically
identical plants from small tissue samples, reducing reliance on wild
collection and supporting conservation efforts. Today, global orchid markets
thrive with thousands of hybrid varieties available, catering to diverse
aesthetic preferences.

Conservation and Sustainability Challenges

Despite their popularity, many orchid species remain endangered due to
habitat loss, climate change, and illegal trade. The history of the orchid
includes a growing awareness of ecological impact, leading to international
agreements such as CITES (Convention on International Trade in Endangered
Species) . These regulations aim to protect wild orchids by controlling trade
and promoting sustainable cultivation.

Botanical gardens and orchid conservatories worldwide play a crucial role in
preserving genetic diversity and educating the public. They collaborate with
researchers to study orchid ecology, pollination biology, and restoration
techniques, underscoring the importance of integrating conservation into the
orchid’s ongoing story.

Symbolism and Cultural Influence

Orchids have maintained a persistent symbolic presence throughout history.
They often embody luxury, elegance, and exoticism in popular culture and art.
In Victorian floriography, orchids signified refined beauty and rare charm.
In contemporary contexts, they continue to be associated with love, strength,
and sophistication, frequently appearing in weddings and special occasions.

The orchid’s enigmatic appeal also inspires literature, poetry, and visual
arts, where its intricate forms and elusive nature serve as metaphors for
mystery and allure. This cultural resonance enhances their value not only as
botanical specimens but as enduring icons of human creativity and
appreciation.

Economic and Commercial Impact

The orchid industry today represents a significant segment of the global
floriculture market. The commercial cultivation of orchids, particularly
popular genera such as Phalaenopsis and Cymbidium, supports economies in
regions from Southeast Asia to the Americas. Their long vase life and
striking blooms make them favored choices for cut flowers and potted plants.

However, balancing economic benefit with ecological responsibility remains a
critical challenge. Sustainable practices and ethical sourcing are becoming
increasingly important to consumers and growers, reflecting a broader shift



toward environmental stewardship in horticulture.

The history of the orchid encapsulates a journey from ancient reverence to
modern scientific innovation, highlighting the intricate relationship between
humans and nature. As this remarkable plant family continues to evolve and
captivate, its legacy endures through both its biological complexity and
profound cultural significance.

History Of The Orchid

history of the orchid: Orchid Jim Endersby, 2016-11-07 Introduction: imagining orchids --
Censored origins -- The lesbian boy -- The uses of orchids -- Red book, black flower -- Utopian botany
-- The signature of all things -- The name of the orchid -- Making a family -- A second Adam --
Artificial to natural -- Myths of orchids -- Orchidmania -- The blooming aristocracy -- Orchis bank --
Every trifling detail -- Beautiful contrivances -- The scramble for orchids -- Lost orchids -- Cannibal
tales -- Savage orchids -- Long purples and a forked radish -- Queer flowers -- Creation and
consolation -- Sexy orchids -- Boy's own orchids -- Manly orchids -- Frail orchids -- Deceptive orchids
-- Orchids in orbit -- Endangered orchids -- Fragile specialists -- The spider orchids of Sussex --
Conclusion: an orchid's-eye view?

history of the orchid: A Brief History of the Orchid Carol Schwartzott, Lilliput Press, 2001

history of the orchid: A History of the Orchid Merle A. Reinikka, 1972

history of the orchid: The New Encyclopedia of Orchids I. F. La Croix, 2008-01-01 The
Infinitely Varied Orchid Family provides a never-ending source of unusual plants in a range of
shapes, colors, fragrances, and sizes. As the demand for interesting and unusual species increases,
so too does the need for a comprehensive reference on how to grow them. This encyclopedia, written
by respected botanist Isobyl la Croix, offers detailed descriptions of 1500 cultivated species in 350
genera from Acampe to Zygostates. More than 1000 photographs will aid enthusiasts in choosing
new plants for their collections as well as provide accurate ID.

history of the orchid: The Orchids Robert L. Dressler, 1981 Reprint of the 1981 Smithsonian
edition with a new taxonomy note by Dressler. Contains fine reproductions of the original 95 plates
(on 16 pages). Annotation copyrighted by Book News, Inc., Portland, OR

history of the orchid: The Lost Orchid Sarah Bilston, 2025-05-06 Sarah Bilston unfolds the
story of orchid mania, the nineteenth-century craze among European and North American collectors
vying to own the world’s most coveted flowers. Focusing the hunt for the so-called lost orchid, an
especially vaunted flower native to Brazil, Bilston reveals the enormous human and environmental
cost of a colonial obsession.

history of the orchid: Evolution and Functional Mechanisms of Plant Disease Resistance
Zhu-Qing Shao, Jia-Yu Xue, Frank L. W. Takken, Takaki Maekawa, Madhav P. Nepal, 2020-12-10 This
eBook is a collection of articles from a Frontiers Research Topic. Frontiers Research Topics are very
popular trademarks of the Frontiers Journals Series: they are collections of at least ten articles, all
centered on a particular subject. With their unique mix of varied contributions from Original
Research to Review Articles, Frontiers Research Topics unify the most influential researchers, the
latest key findings and historical advances in a hot research area! Find out more on how to host your
own Frontiers Research Topic or contribute to one as an author by contacting the Frontiers Editorial
Office: frontiersin.org/about/contact.

history of the orchid: Orchids (Orchidaceae) Growing and Breeding National Agricultural
Library (U.S.), 1978

history of the orchid: The Orchid-Grower's Manual, Containing a Brief Description of Upwards
of Two Hundred and Sixty Orchidaceons Plants, Etc Benjamin Samuel WILLIAMS, 1852


https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-165/history-of-the-orchid.pdf

history of the orchid: The Orchid Flora of Taiwan: A Collection of Line Drawings Tsan-Piao Lin,
2019-12-01 The history of written records of native orchids in Taiwan began in 1857 with a British
botanist. After more than 160 years of study by European, Japanese, and Taiwanese scholars and
enthusiasts, the list of native orchids increased to more than 470 species, including natural hybrids
and varieties. The author exerted extensive e orts to include all known species in this work and
arranged them based on the order of subfamilies. Scientific names, synonyms, and relevant
references are provided for each species. Many of the species are provided with additional
explanations in the “note” section. The uniqueness of this book is the line drawing illustrations
which emphasize the structure of the column. In total, 500 figures are presented to accompany the
species descriptions. These extensive line drawings were accumulated since 1971 and were mostly
drawn by the author. More than that, this book also presents the gynostemium structure of more
than 380 species, including the stigma, pollinium, rostellum, and column, in high-resolution color
plates.

history of the orchid: Orchids: A Comprehensive Guide to the Enchanting World Pasquale De
Marco, 2025-07-25 Embark on an extraordinary journey into the enchanting world of orchids with
this comprehensive guide! Orchids: A Comprehensive Guide to the Enchanting World unlocks the
secrets of these captivating plants, providing an unparalleled exploration that will ignite your
passion and deepen your appreciation. From the vibrant hues of Cattleya orchids to the delicate
elegance of Phalaenopsis, this definitive guide offers a breathtaking showcase of orchid diversity.
Discover the intricate adaptations that enable these plants to thrive in a wide range of habitats, from
tropical rainforests to arid deserts. With a focus on cultivation techniques, this book empowers you
to create a thriving orchid collection. Learn the secrets of providing optimal light, humidity, and
nutrients to ensure your orchids flourish. Master the techniques of repotting, division, and
propagation to expand your collection and share the beauty of orchids with others. Unveil the
fascinating world of orchid anatomy and physiology, delving into the unique structures and
processes that make these plants so extraordinary. Explore the intricate mechanisms of pollination
and seed dispersal, gaining a deeper understanding of the reproductive strategies of orchids.
Beyond their beauty and cultivation, this guide delves into the captivating cultural significance of
orchids. Discover their rich history in art, literature, and music, and explore the symbolism and
traditions associated with these beloved plants. Whether you are a seasoned orchid enthusiast or a
curious novice, this comprehensive guide will become your indispensable companion. With its
engaging narrative, stunning photography, and practical advice, it is the ultimate resource for
cultivating, appreciating, and sharing the wonders of orchids. If you like this book, write a review!

history of the orchid: CRC World Dictionary of Plant Names Umberto Quattrocchi,
2023-02-03 This volume provides the origins and meanings of the names of genera and species of
extant vascular plants, with the genera arranged alphabetically from R to Z.

history of the orchid: Audubon Wildlife Report 1988/1989 William J. Chandler, 2013-09-24
Audubon Wildlife Report 1988/1989 focuses on federal wildlife conservation policy, with extensive
background information on the history, legal authorities, and administrative structure of federal
wildlife agencies and programs. The report also includes in-depth treatment of significant problems,
issues, and developments including wildlife. The text is divided into five parts. Part One features an
agency related to wildlife conservation, which is The National Marine Fisheries Service in this
volume. Part Two covers wildlife issues in national forests and national parks, as well as legal
developments affecting wildlife. Part Three deals with challenges in conservation such as wildlife
and water projects on the Platte River, international wildlife trade, and plastic debris and its effects
on marine wildlife. Part Four discusses species accounts such as the moose, the Florida panther, and
the common barn owl. Part Five consists of appendices which indexes directories of conservation
agencies, congressional contacts, and the endangered species list. The book is recommended for
biologists, conservationists, and environmentalists who would like to know more about the status of
endangered species, as well as the problems and programs of certain conservation agencies.

history of the orchid: American Orchid Society Bulletin American Orchid Society, 1993



history of the orchid: The Enchanting World of Orchids: A Journey into Floral Beauty Pasquale

De Marco, 2025-07-10 Embark on an enchanting journey into the captivating world of orchids,
where nature's artistry unfolds in vibrant hues and delicate forms. The Enchanting World of Orchids:
A Journey into Floral Beauty is an immersive guide that unveils the captivating diversity, rich
history, and profound cultural significance of these botanical marvels. Within these pages, discover
the secrets of successful orchid care, empowering you to nurture these delicate beauties in your own
home. From understanding their essential growth requirements to mastering watering and
fertilizing techniques, you will gain the knowledge and skills necessary to cultivate thriving orchids
that will grace your living spaces with their vibrant hues and delicate fragrances. Unveiling the
fascinating world of orchid hybridization, this guide takes you on a journey into the art and science
of creating new varieties with desired traits. Discover the intricate processes involved in orchid
breeding, explore the famous hybrids and cultivars that have captivated orchid enthusiasts
worldwide, and gain insights into the future of orchid breeding, where the possibilities are as
limitless as the imagination of horticulturists. Delve into the medicinal magic of orchids, uncovering
their traditional uses and exploring the latest scientific research on their potential benefits for skin
health, aromatherapy, and herbal remedies. Discover the role of orchids in sustainable landscaping
and their importance as indicators of environmental health, gaining a deeper appreciation for their
ecological significance. The Enchanting World of Orchids: A Journey into Floral Beauty is more than
just a book about orchids; it is an invitation to immerse yourself in the exquisite beauty and
captivating world of these botanical marvels. Let this volume be your guide as you embark on a
journey of discovery, where the mysteries of orchids unfold before your very eyes, captivating your
senses and leaving you with an enduring appreciation for the wonders of the natural world. If you
like this book, write a review!

history of the orchid: The Rough Guide to Florida Sarah Hull, Stephen Keeling, 2012-10-11
The new, full-colour Rough Guide to Florida is the ultimate travel guide to this fascinating US state,
with clear maps and detailed coverage of all the best attractions. Discover Florida's highlights, with
expert information on everything from the bars and Art Deco gems of South Beach and the iconic
theme parks of Orlando to the vast 'gator-filled swamps of the Everglades and the dazzling coral
reefs of the Keys - all made accessible with easy-to-use maps and reliable advice on how to get
around. Find detailed practical information on what to see and do in Miami, Tampa and Palm Beach,
as well as lesser-visited spots, with up-to-date, insider reviews of the best hotels, bars, clubs, shops
and restaurants for all budgets, as well as stunning photography that brings it all to life. Explore
every corner of the state with the Rough Guide, to help make sure you don't miss the unmissable.

history of the orchid: The Herbal Power of Orchids Alexander Friesen, Bruno Friesen,
2012-05-01 Orchids are some of the nature most gorgeous creation. The authors try to reveal the
treasures and secrets of orchids. The book provides the currently available information on
ethnomedicine, ethnobotany and traditional knowledge. It identifies its phytochemical and
pharmacological important compounds and discusses the results of experimental, preclinical and
clinical studies with extracts of orchid species. The authors introduce the reader into the chemistry
of plant toxins and the major alkaloids synthesized by the bio chemistry of orchids. TCM uses many
orchids as ingredient in their herbal formulation. They transfer the indication and results into the
nomenclature and terminology of the western medicine in a way, easy to read and to understand.
The authors do not intent to write a scientific book for the scientist, but to meet the challenge of a
reader interested in herbal orchids who would like to view this subject from different angles eager to
discover the secrets of orchids and learn how difficult it is to unlock their treasures. We compiled
the available up-to-date knowledge and the opinion of different authors in this field to present a
comprehensive over all view of the herbal use of orchids.

history of the orchid: Orchids of Tropical America Joe E. Meisel, Ronald S. Kaufmann,
Franco Pupulin, 2015-12-15 Orchids of Tropical America is an entertaining, informative, and
splendidly illustrated introduction to the orchid family for enthusiasts and newcomers seeking to
learn about more than 120 widespread orchid genera. Joe E. Meisel, Ronald S. Kaufmann, and



Franco Pupulin bring alive the riot of colors, extraordinary shapes, and varied biology and ecology of
the principal orchid genera ranging from Mexico and the Caribbean to Bolivia and Brazil. Orchids,
likely the most diverse family of plants on earth, reach their peak diversity in the tropical countries
of the Western Hemisphere, including, for example, more than 2,500 species in Brazil and 4,000 in
Ecuador. The book also highlights reserves in the American tropics where travelers can enjoy
orchids in the wild. Whether you journey abroad to see these unique plants, raise them in your
home, or admire them from afar, this book offers fascinating insights into the diversity and natural
history of orchids. Beyond the plant and flower descriptions, Orchids of Tropical America is packed
with informative stories about the ecology and history of each genus. Pollination ecology is given in
detail, with an emphasis on how floral features distinctive to the genus are linked to interaction with
pollinators. This book also features information on medicinal and commercial uses, notes on the
discoverers, and relevant historical data. The easy-to-use identification system permits quick
recognition of the most common orchid groups in Central and South America. Genus descriptions
are given in plain language designed for a nonscientific audience but will prove highly useful to
advanced botanists as well. Descriptions focus on external morphology, and great care has been
taken to ensure the guide is useful in the field without reliance on microscopes or dissections.
Equally valuable as a field guide, a desktop reference, or a gift, Orchids of Tropical America will
make an excellent addition to any orchid lover’s library. Visit the website for this book at
www.orchidsoftropicalamerica.com.

history of the orchid: Orchid Biology VIII T. Kull, J. Arditti, 2013-03-14 Note Not long after
publication of Orchid Biology, Reviews and Perspectives (OB) volume VII, my co-editor, Dr. Alec M.
Pridgeon informed me that the pressure of other duties, especially the editing of Genera
Orchidacearum (GO) will make it impossible for him to continue as co-editor and eventually editor
ofthe series. Alec is an excellent orchid scientist and editor. I was sorry to that he had to leave OB,
but glad that GO will be in his able hands. The first volume of GO attests to his considerable abilities
and I wish him much success in the future. Editors of orchid publications are not the most common
of species (to use a botanical analogy) and finding a replacement for Alec was not easy. However I
was fortunate that Dr. Tiiu Kull agreed to become my co-editor and eventually take over the series.
As is obvious from the Contributors section Dr. Kull has extensive experience as both writer and
editor. My interactions with her while editing this volume have convinced me she is an excellent
choice. Scientifically she brings to OB an appreciation and understanding of northern terrestrial
orchids, a group, which has not received as much attention as it deserves. Another addition to OB is
Dr. Tim Wing Yam who agreed to become an associate editor. Tim, who holds a position at the
Singapore Botanic Gardens, will provide expertise on seed germination, hybridization, tissue culture,
species and conservation.

history of the orchid: The Orchid Review, 1908
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