hal leonard ukulele method

Hal Leonard Ukulele Method: Your Ultimate Guide to Mastering the Ukulele

hal leonard ukulele method has become one of the most trusted resources for aspiring ukulele players
worldwide. Whether you're a complete beginner or someone looking to refine your skills, this method
offers a structured and enjoyable approach to learning one of the most charming and accessible string
instruments. With its step-by-step lessons, clear instructions, and engaging content, the Hal Leonard
Ukulele Method stands out as a comprehensive guide that covers everything from basic chords to

advanced techniques.

Why Choose the Hal Leonard Ukulele Method?

When diving into the world of ukulele learning materials, you’ll find numerous options, but the Hal
Leonard Ukulele Method offers a unique blend of pedagogy and practicality. Known for its quality
music publications, Hal Leonard has crafted a curriculum that caters to learners of all ages and
backgrounds. The method’s focus on gradual progression and real-world songs ensures that players

stay motivated and make consistent progress.
One of the key reasons this method is favored is its clear layout. The lessons are designed to be
intuitive, making it easier for beginners to grasp concepts without feeling overwhelmed. Plus, the

inclusion of multimedia components such as audio tracks and online support gives learners a well-

rounded experience, combining visual, auditory, and kinesthetic learning styles.

What’s Inside the Hal Leonard Ukulele Method?

The Hal Leonard Ukulele Method is more than just a book; it’s a complete learning system. Here’s a



closer look at what you can expect from this popular ukulele method:

Step-by-Step Lessons

The method starts with the fundamentals, including how to hold the ukulele, basic strumming patterns,
and essential chords like C, G, F, and Am. Each lesson builds on the previous one, introducing new

techniques gradually, which helps prevent frustration and promotes steady improvement.

Popular Songs to Play

Learning songs is one of the most enjoyable ways to stay engaged, and this method includes a variety
of well-known tunes that match the level of the learner. From classic folk melodies to contemporary

pop hits, you get to practice your skills on songs that are fun and recognizable.

Chord Charts and Diagrams

Visual aids are crucial in music education, especially when learning finger placements and chord
shapes. The Hal Leonard Ukulele Method provides clear, easy-to-read chord charts and diagrams that

help learners understand how to position their fingers correctly.

Audio Support and Online Resources

To complement the book, Hal Leonard often includes access to online audio tracks or video tutorials.
This feature allows learners to hear how songs should sound and play along, which is invaluable for

developing timing, rhythm, and ear training.



How the Hal Leonard Ukulele Method Supports Beginners

Starting an instrument can be daunting, but the Hal Leonard Ukulele Method breaks down barriers by
focusing on accessibility. The method’s language is friendly and encouraging, helping beginners feel

confident from the start.

Understanding Ukulele Tuning and Maintenance

Many beginners overlook the importance of tuning, but the method dedicates an early chapter to
explaining how to tune a ukulele properly, whether using a clip-on tuner or tuning by ear. Additionally,
it covers basic care tips to keep the instrument in great shape, ensuring a better sound and longer

lifespan.

Developing Rhythm and Strumming Patterns

Strumming is fundamental to the ukulele’s signature sound. The method introduces various strumming
patterns, starting with simple downstrokes and progressing to more complex rhythms. These exercises

develop timing and coordination, which are essential for playing along with songs or other musicians.

Building Chord Vocabulary

While many beginner books overwhelm students with dozens of chords, the Hal Leonard Ukulele
Method strategically introduces chords that are most commonly used in popular music. This approach
allows learners to play a wide range of songs quickly, boosting motivation and reinforcing chord

transitions.



Tips for Getting the Most Out of the Hal Leonard Ukulele

Method

Using a method book effectively requires more than just reading through the pages. Here are some

tips to maximize your learning experience with the Hal Leonard Ukulele Method:
» Practice Regularly: Short, consistent practice sessions are more effective than infrequent, long
ones. Aim for 15-30 minutes daily to build muscle memory.

¢ Use the Audio Tracks: Play along with the provided audio to improve your timing and get a feel

for how the songs should sound.

* Record Yourself: Listening to recordings of your playing can help identify areas for improvement

and track your progress.

* Experiment With Different Strumming Styles: Don’t hesitate to try variations in rhythm and

dynamics to add your personality to the music.

e Join a Community: Engaging with other ukulele players, either online or in person, can provide

additional motivation and support.

How the Hal Leonard Ukulele Method Compares to Other

Teaching Methods

While many ukulele methods are available—ranging from video courses to apps—the Hal Leonard



Ukulele Method remains a favorite for those who appreciate a traditional, structured approach. Unlike
some app-based lessons that rely heavily on technology, this method blends print and audio, which
can be less distracting and more focused.

Moreover, Hal Leonard’s reputation for quality music education materials means that the method is

often more comprehensive than free online tutorials. It offers a balanced mix of theory, technique, and

practical application, making it a well-rounded choice for serious learners.

Complementing the Method With Other Resources

For those who want to accelerate their learning, the Hal Leonard Ukulele Method can be paired with

additional tools such as:

* Video lessons on platforms like YouTube or dedicated ukulele courses.

e Ukulele tuning apps for on-the-go tuning assistance.

¢ Songbooks that focus on specific genres like Hawaiian music or pop covers.

¢ Joining ukulele clubs or groups to practice with others.

Using the method as a core foundation while exploring these resources can provide a richer learning

experience.



Exploring Advanced Techniques with the Hal Leonard Ukulele

Method

While the initial focus is on beginners, the Hal Leonard Ukulele Method also introduces intermediate
players to more advanced concepts. This includes fingerpicking patterns, chord embellishments, and

even basic music theory tailored to the ukulele.

Learning these techniques helps players add depth and expression to their performances.
Fingerpicking, for instance, opens up a whole new way to approach songs, allowing for melodic lines
alongside harmony. Understanding theory also empowers players to compose their own music or

improvise confidently.

Encouraging Creativity Through the Method

One of the highlights of the Hal Leonard Ukulele Method is its encouragement of creativity. The
exercises often prompt learners to experiment with rhythm, melody, and chord progressions, fostering
a personal connection with the instrument. This approach not only improves technical skills but also

helps develop a unique musical voice.

Whether you’re looking to strum your first chords or aiming to master intricate fingerpicking, the Hal
Leonard Ukulele Method offers a reliable roadmap. Its friendly tone, structured lessons, and supportive
materials make the journey of learning ukulele both accessible and enjoyable. By embracing this
method, you’re not just learning an instrument—you’re opening the door to a lifelong musical

adventure.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Hal Leonard Ukulele Method?

The Hal Leonard Ukulele Method is a comprehensive instructional book designed to teach beginners

how to play the ukulele through step-by-step lessons, exercises, and songs.

Who is the target audience for the Hal Leonard Ukulele Method?

The method is primarily aimed at beginners of all ages who want to learn ukulele fundamentals,

including chords, strumming patterns, and music reading.

Does the Hal Leonard Ukulele Method include audio or video support?

Yes, many editions of the Hal Leonard Ukulele Method come with downloadable audio tracks or online

video lessons to supplement the written material.

How is the Hal Leonard Ukulele Method structured?

The method is structured in progressive lessons starting with basic ukulele parts and tuning, moving
through chords, strumming techniques, and simple songs before advancing to more complex

arrangements.

Can the Hal Leonard Ukulele Method help with learning music theory?

Yes, the book includes basic music theory concepts relevant to ukulele playing, such as note reading,

rhythm, and chord construction.

Is the Hal Leonard Ukulele Method suitable for self-study?

Absolutely, the method is designed for self-learners, providing clear instructions and practice exercises

that allow students to progress at their own pace.



Are there different versions of the Hal Leonard Ukulele Method
available?

Yes, Hal Leonard offers various editions and levels of the ukulele method, including beginner,

intermediate, and method books tailored for kids or adults.

Where can | purchase the Hal Leonard Ukulele Method?

The Hal Leonard Ukulele Method can be purchased from major online retailers like Amazon, music

stores, and directly from the Hal Leonard website.

Additional Resources

Hal Leonard Ukulele Method: A Comprehensive Review and Analysis

hal leonard ukulele method has become a widely recognized resource for aspiring ukulele players
looking to develop their skills from the ground up. As one of the most established music publishing
companies, Hal Leonard has leveraged its extensive experience in instructional materials to create a
ukulele learning method that caters to beginners and intermediate players alike. This article aims to
provide a thorough, professional examination of the Hal Leonard Ukulele Method, evaluating its

features, teaching approach, and overall effectiveness in the context of modern ukulele education.

Understanding the Hal Leonard Ukulele Method

The Hal Leonard Ukulele Method is a structured learning program designed to guide players through
the fundamentals of ukulele playing. It typically comes in the form of books, often accompanied by
audio CDs or online access to play-along tracks and video tutorials. The method emphasizes a
progressive learning curve, starting with basic chords, strumming patterns, and simple songs, and

gradually introducing more complex techniques such as fingerpicking, chord variations, and music



theory principles.

Content and Structure

One of the standout qualities of the Hal Leonard Ukulele Method is its clear, easy-to-follow layout.
Each lesson builds logically on the previous one, allowing learners to develop confidence while
mastering essential skills. The instructional material often includes:

e Chord diagrams and fingering charts

e Tablature and standard notation

» Play-along tracks for practice

e Step-by-step guidance on strumming and rhythm

e Simple songs arranged for beginners

These components cater to different learning styles, whether visual, auditory, or kinesthetic. The
inclusion of both tablature and standard notation is particularly beneficial for those who wish to become

well-rounded musicians.

Target Audience and Skill Level

The Hal Leonard Ukulele Method primarily targets beginners but is also valuable for intermediate

players who want to reinforce foundational skills or explore new techniques. Its progressive nature



means that even learners with no prior musical experience can pick up the ukulele and follow the
lessons effectively. However, advanced players might find the method somewhat basic, as it focuses

more on establishing core competencies rather than advanced improvisation or complex music theory.

Comparative Analysis: Hal Leonard Ukulele Method Versus

Other Ukulele Methods

To place the Hal Leonard Ukulele Method in context, it’s important to compare it with other popular
ukulele learning resources on the market, such as Alfred’s Basic Ukulele Method, Mel Bay’s Ukulele

Method, and online platforms like JustinGuitar or UkuleleGo.

Strengths

» Professionalism and Pedagogical Design: Hal Leonard has a long-standing reputation for
delivering high-quality, pedagogically sound music instruction. Their ukulele method follows this

tradition, ensuring that lessons are clear and logically sequenced.

e Comprehensive Materials: The inclusion of audio CDs or downloadable tracks enhances the
learning experience by allowing students to play along with backing music, which is essential for

developing timing and rhythm.

¢ Accessibility: The language and explanations are approachable, making it suitable for learners of

all ages, including children and adults.



Limitations

¢ Lack of Advanced Content: For players aiming to achieve high proficiency or explore advanced
ukulele techniques, the Hal Leonard method may feel limited, requiring supplementation with

other resources.
¢ Traditional Format: While many methods now embrace fully digital, interactive platforms, Hal

Leonard’s approach retains a traditional book-and-CD format, which might not appeal to younger

learners who prefer app-based or video-driven instruction.

Key Features of the Hal Leonard Ukulele Method

Beyond its structural design, several features distinguish the Hal Leonard Ukulele Method in the

crowded field of ukulele instruction.

Emphasis on Music Theory

Unlike some beginner methods that focus solely on rote learning of chords and songs, the Hal Leonard
Ukulele Method integrates basic music theory concepts. This inclusion helps learners understand the
relationships between chords, scales, and musical keys, which is crucial for improvisation and

songwriting down the line.

Variety of Song Selections



The method includes a diverse collection of songs spanning various genres, from traditional folk tunes
to popular contemporary melodies. This variety keeps learners engaged and exposes them to different

playing styles and rhythmic patterns.

Visual Learning Aids

Chord diagrams and finger placements are depicted in a clear, visually accessible manner. This is

particularly useful for self-taught learners who may not have direct access to a teacher.

Practice and Review Sections

Each chapter often concludes with review exercises to reinforce learning, which encourages consistent
practice habits. The method encourages incremental skill building rather than overwhelming students

with complex material prematurely.

The Role of Hal Leonard Ukulele Method in Today’s Learning

Landscape

In an era where digital content dominates, the Hal Leonard Ukulele Method maintains relevance by
offering a structured, time-tested approach to ukulele learning. While many learners turn to YouTube
tutorials or smartphone apps, there remains a strong demand for comprehensive print-based methods

that provide a clear roadmap and reliable content vetted by music education experts.

For educators and self-learners alike, the Hal Leonard method offers a balanced combination of theory
and practice that supports sustained progress. Its straightforward progression suits classroom settings,

private lessons, and individual study.



Integration with Modern Technology

Recent editions of the Hal Leonard Ukulele Method have evolved to include online access codes for
supplementary digital content. These enhancements provide video demonstrations and downloadable

audio tracks, bridging the gap between traditional and modern learning preferences.

Pros and Cons at a Glance

¢ Pros: Well-structured lessons, inclusion of theory, quality backing tracks, suitable for all ages,

professional publishing standards.

e Cons: May lack depth for advanced players, traditional format might feel outdated to some, less

interactive than app-based methods.

Exploring the Hal Leonard Ukulele Method reveals a thoughtfully designed instructional tool that
balances accessibility with musical rigor. It is ideal for beginners and those seeking a reliable
foundation in ukulele playing. While it may not replace the dynamic elements of modern interactive
platforms, its comprehensive content and pedagogical integrity make it a valuable asset in the ukulele

learning journey.

Hal Leonard Ukulele Method

hal leonard ukulele method: Hal Leonard Ukulele Method Lil' Rev, 2005-01-01 (Fretted).
The Hal Leonard Ukulele Method is designed for anyone just learning to play ukulele. This
comprehensive and easy-to-use beginner's guide by acclaimed performer and uke master Lil' Rev
includes many fun songs of different styles to learn and play. The accompanying CD contains 46
tracks of songs for demonstration and play along. Includes: types of ukuleles, tuning, music reading,
melody playing, chords, strumming, scales, tremolo, music notation and tablature, a variety of music
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styles, ukulele history and much more.

hal leonard ukulele method: Ukulele for Kids Method & Songbook Chad Johnson, 2017-11-01
(Ukulele). This budget-saving combo pack of the content from the Ukulele for Kids Method Book and
Ukulele for Kids Songbook by Chad Johnson is a fun, easy course that teaches children to play
ukulele faster than ever before. Popular songs in the method book keep kids motivated, and the
clean, simple page layouts ensure their attention remains focused on one concept at a time. The
songbook is a useful supplement to the method presenting songs in order of dicculty using simple
strumming notation. Access to audio tracks online is included for download or streaming using the
unique code inside the book.

hal leonard ukulele method: Hal Leonard Ukulele Method Book 2 Lil' Rev, 2008-09-01
(Fretted). The Hal Leonard Ukulele Method is designed for anyone just learning to play. This
comprehensive and easy-to-use beginner's guide by uke master Lil' Rev features many fun songs in
different styles to learn and play. Book 2 picks up where Book 1 leaves off, covering: chord families,
hammer-ons, pull-offs, slides, 6/8 time, ukulele history, and much more. The accompanying audio
features 51 tracks of songs for demonstration and play along.

hal leonard ukulele method: Hal Leonard Ukulele Method Deluxe Beginner Edition: Includes
Book, Video and Audio All in One! Lil' Lil' Rev, 2022-09-22 (Ukulele). The Hal Leonard Ukulele
Method is designed for anyone just learning to play ukulele. This comprehensive and easy-to-use
beginner's guide by acclaimed performer and uke master Lil' Rev includes many fun songs of
different styles to learn and play. Includes: types of ukuleles; tuning; music reading; melody playing;
chords; strumming; scales; tremolo; music notation and tablature; traditional blues songs; folk
songs; children's songs; old-time favorites; ukulele history; and more! The price of this book includes
online access to audio examples and video lessons, for download or streaming, using the unique
code on page 1. Includes Playback+, a multi-functional audio player that allows you to slow down
audiowithout changing pitch, set loop points, changekeys, and pan left or right available exclusively
from Hal Leonard.

hal leonard ukulele method: Hal I.eonard Ukulele Method Book 1 Plus Chord Finder Lil' Rev,
Chad Johnson, 2011-01-01 (Ukulele). The Hal Leonard Ukulele Method is designed for anyone just
learning to play ukulele. This comprehensive and easy-to-use beginner's guide by acclaimed
performer and uke master Lil' Rev includes many fun songs of different styles to learn and play. The
book also includes a handy chord reference guide to more than 1,000 ukulele chords! The
accompanying CD contains 46 tracks of songs for demonstration and play-along. Lessons include:
types of ukuleles; tuning; music reading; melody playing; chords; strumming; scales; tremolo;
notation and tab; uke history; and more!

hal leonard ukulele method: Hal L.eonard Baritone Ukulele Method 1 Lil' Rev, 2012-06-01
(Ukulele). This comprehensive, easy-to-use beginner's guide by uke master Lil' Rev is designed for
anyone just learning to play baritone ukulele. It teaches: tuning; music reading and tablature;
melody playing; chords & scales; strumming; tremolo; the history of the instrument; and much more!
Students will learn lots of fun songs in various styles. The accompanying audio features 72 tracks of
songs for demonstration and play-along.

hal leonard ukulele method: Hal Leonard Ukulele Method Lil' Rev, 2008 (Fretted). The Hal
Leonard Ukulele Method is designed for anyone just learning to play. This comprehensive and
easy-to-use beginner's guide by uke master Lil' Rev features many fun songs in different styles to
learn and play. Book 2 picks up where Book 1 leaves off, covering: chord families, hammer-ons,
pull-offs, slides, 6/8 time, ukulele history, and much more. The accompanying CD contains 51 tracks
of songs for demonstration and play along.

hal leonard ukulele method: Hal Leonard Ukulele Method Lil' Rev, 2005-01-01 (Fretted).
The Hal Leonard Ukulele Method is designed for anyone just learning to play ukulele. This
comprehensive and easy-to-use beginner's guide by acclaimed performer and uke master Lil' Rev
includes many fun songs of different styles to learn and play. The accompanying CD contains 46
tracks of songs for demonstration and play along. Includes: types of ukuleles, tuning, music reading,



melody playing, chords, strumming, scales, tremolo, music notation and tablature, a variety of music
styles, ukulele history and much more.

hal leonard ukulele method: Hal Leonard Ukulele Method Book 1 - Left-Handed Edition
Lil' Rev, 2014-04-01 Ukelele Instruction

hal leonard ukulele method: Ukulele for Kids Songbook Hal Leonard Corp., 2016-05-01
(Ukulele). Strum your favorite hits from Jason Mraz, Disney, U2 and more! This collection can be
used on its own, as a supplement to the Ukulele for Kids method book or with any other beginning
ukulele method. The songs are presented in order of difficulty using simple strumming notation no
music reading required. Demo tracks for each song are available for download online. Songs: Don't
Worry, Be Happy * I'm Yours * The Lion Sleeps Tonight * Riptide * The Siamese Cat Song * and
more.

hal leonard ukulele method: Hal Leonard Ukulele Starter Pack Lil' Rev, 2012-10 (Ukulele).
This pack includes everything you need to play ukulele today! The high-quality uke is ready to pull
out and play. It is finely constructed with quality tuners and level playing bridge making it an ideal
instrument on which to learn. The pack also includes a comprehensive and easy-to-use beginner's
book authored by uke master Lil' Rev. It includes many songs to play while you learn and includes
access to online audio with 46 demo and play-along tracks. In addition, the book includes
information on tuning, reading music, melody playing, strumming, scales, and a handy guide
showing more than 1000 ukulele chords! The DVD features on-screen musical examples and
demonstrations to really hammer home everything you're learning in the book. Whether you're
teaching yourself or a classroom of students, this pack will get the job done!

hal leonard ukulele method: Hal Leonard Ukulele for Teens Method Chad Johnson, Alli
Johnson, 2023-12-20 (Ukulele). Welcome to Ukulele for Teens ! Why a book just for teens? With the
ukulele's rise in popularity, there have been a lot of great teaching resources but nothing specifically
geared toward the adolescent player. With that in mind, Ukulele for Teens presents the
fundamentals of playing the instrument but incorporates songs by some of the most popular artists
in music today, presented and arranged in singable keys for the teenage performer. To help you
succeed, we've also included audio demos of the exercises and songs in addition to video lessons of
author Alli Johnson showing you chords, strumming techniques, and more! Songs include: All Is
Found (Kasey Musgraves) * Brave (Sara Bareilles) * Hallelujah (Leonard Cohen) * I'm Yours (Jason
Mraz) * Love Story (Taylor Swift) * The Only Exception (Paramore) * You and I (Ingrid Michaelson) *
and more!

hal leonard ukulele method: Ukulele for Kids Songbook Hal Leonard Publishing
Corporation, 2016-05 (Ukulele). Strum your favorite hits from Jason Mraz, Disney, U2 and more!
This collection can be used on its own, as a supplement to the Ukulele for Kids method book or with
any other beginning ukulele method. The songs are presented in order of difficulty using simple
strumming notation no music reading required. Demo tracks for each song are available for
download online. Songs: Don't Worry, Be Happy * I'm Yours * The Lion Sleeps Tonight * Riptide *
The Siamese Cat Song * and more.

hal leonard ukulele method: Hal Leonard Ukulele Method Lil' Rev, 2008-09-01 The Hal
Leonard Ukulele Method is designed for anyone just learning to play ukulele. This comprehensive
and easy-to-use beginner's guide by acclaimed performer and uke master Lil' Rev includes many fun
songs of different styles to learn and play.

hal leonard ukulele method: Hal Leonard Ukulele Method Book 1 Lil' Rev, 2005-11-01
(Fretted). The Hal Leonard Ukulele Method is designed for anyone just learning to play ukulele. This
comprehensive and easy-to-use beginner's guide by acclaimed performer and uke master Lil' Rev
includes many fun songs of different styles to learn and play. The accompanying audio contains 46
tracks of songs for demonstration and play along. Includes: types of ukuleles, tuning, music reading,
melody playing, chords, strumming, scales, tremolo, music notation and tablature, a variety of music
styles, ukulele history and much more.

hal leonard ukulele method: Hal Leonard Ukulele Method Lil' Rev, 2011-02-01 Ukelele



Instruction

hal leonard ukulele method: Essential Elements for Ukulele - Method Book 1 Marty
Gross, 2014-01-01 (Essential Elements Ukulele). Playing the ukulele is an enjoyable, easy, and
inexpensive way to get involved in music. It provides a way to learn musical concepts and skills that
can apply to any instrument you decide to study. Moreover, it will give you a great opportunity to
share the joy of making music with other people. This book will help to provide you with the basic
skills and musical background you need to get started. The audio features demonstrations of all the
songs and examples. This carefully crafted method emphasizes chord strumming skills; teaching
students HOW to practice; note reading exercises; chord challenges to learn how to figure out chord
progressions; tab reading; and more. It also includes nearly 30 familiar songs that students can play
while still learning, including: All My Loving * Home on the Range * Hound Dog * Jambalaya (On the
Bayou) * La Bamba * The Lion Sleeps Tonight * The Rainbow Connection * Take Me Out to the
Ballgame * and more! Practice, experiment, and have fun playing the ukulele!

hal leonard ukulele method: Hal Leonard Blues Ukulele Dave Rubin, 2012-12-01 (Ukulele).
The Hal Leonard Blues Ukulele Method is your complete guide to learning blues ukulele. This book
teaches you the basics of blues rhythm and lead ukulele using authentic techniques and concepts.
The accompanying audio features demo tracks for every example. Topics covered include: chord
comping, boogie rhythms, pentatonic and blues scales, string bending, classic blues licks & riffs,
double stops, intros & turnarounds, blues solos, fingerstyle blues, ukulele slide blues, blues ukulele
history and more!

hal leonard ukulele method: Teach Yourself to Play Ukulele Hal Leonard Corp.,
2025-03-22 Ukulele Instruction

hal leonard ukulele method: Essential Elements Ukulele Method - Book 2 Marty Gross,
2015-12-01 (Essential Elements Ukulele). Essential Elements Ukulele Book 2 is a great next step for
players who are ready to expand their knowledge of music and further develop their skills on the
ukulele. This comprehensive method book uses familiar and popular songs to introduce more
advanced strumming options and fingerpicking techniques. A combination of traditional notation and
tablature are used to illustrate new ideas. As in Book 1, the ukulele is used to explore concepts that
apply to any instrument and can provide a basis for future musical experiences. The accompanying
online audio provides demonstrations of songs and play-along accompaniments, making this method
a nice framework for individual practice or group instruction. This book also includes many
well-known songs, including: Amazing Grace, Rock Around the Clock, This Little Light of Mine, the
Beatles' Eight Days a Week and Yellow Submarine, Bruno Mars' Count on Me, Jack Johnson's Upside
Down, and Somewhere Over the Rainbow as made popular by Israel Kamkawiwo'ole.
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