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Examples of Petitions in History: How Voices Have Shaped Change

Examples of petitions in history reveal a fascinating tapestry of collective
action, where ordinary people have come together to influence governments,
challenge injustices, and spur social reform. Throughout the centuries,
petitions have served as a vital tool for civic engagement, allowing
communities to express concerns, demand rights, or request policy changes. By
exploring some of the most notable historical petitions, we can better
understand how this age-old method of advocacy still resonates in today’s
digital world of online petitions and social movements.

The Power of Petitions: A Historical Overview

Petitions have been around for millennia. From ancient civilizations to
modern democracies, the act of formally requesting change has been a
cornerstone of political discourse. The beauty of petitions lies in their
simplicity—they allow individuals to collectively make their voices heard
without resorting to violence or upheaval.

In earlier times, handwritten or scroll-based petitions were often the only
way for common citizens to communicate their grievances to monarchs or ruling
bodies. Over time, as democratic institutions evolved, petitions became a
recognized and sometimes legally mandated process for influencing legislation
or administrative decisions.

Notable Examples of Petitions in History

The Magna Carta Petition (1215)

One of the earliest and most famous examples of petitions influencing
political change is the Magna Carta. While not a petition in the modern
sense, it emerged from a collective demand by English barons who sought to
curtail King John’s arbitrary power. Their grievances were presented to the
monarch, resulting in the sealing of the Magna Carta in 1215. This document
laid the foundation for constitutional law and the principle that even rulers
are subject to the law.

Though this was more a demand backed by force than a peaceful petition, it
symbolizes early efforts to hold authority accountable through collective
voice.



The Petition of Right (1628)

In 17th century England, the Petition of Right became a cornerstone for civil
liberties. Presented by Parliament to King Charles I, it challenged unlawful
taxation, arbitrary imprisonment, and the billeting of soldiers in private
homes. The Petition of Right is significant because it reaffirmed the rights
of subjects against the crown, influencing later documents like the English
Bill of Rights and the United States Constitution.

This historical petition demonstrated how formal requests could safeguard
individual freedoms and limit governmental overreach.

The Abolition Petitions in the 18th and 19th
Centuries

During the transatlantic slave trade era, abolitionists used petitions
extensively to rally support for ending slavery. In Britain, thousands of
petitions flooded Parliament, urging lawmakers to abolish the slave trade and
emancipate enslaved people. One landmark example was the 1787 petition
organized by the Society for Effecting the Abolition of the Slave Trade,
which amassed tens of thousands of signatures.

Similarly, in the United States, abolitionist movements used petitions as a
powerful tool to challenge the institution of slavery. These campaigns
showcased the effectiveness of petitions in mobilizing public sentiment and
influencing legislative change.

The Chartist Movement and the People’s Charter
(1838)

The Chartist Movement in 19th century Britain was a working-class campaign
for political reform. Central to their efforts was the People’s Charter, a
petition demanding universal male suffrage, secret ballots, and other
democratic rights. The Chartists submitted multiple petitions to Parliament,
gathering millions of signatures over time.

While the petitions did not immediately achieve all their goals, they played

a crucial role in highlighting the demands for broader political inclusion
and laid groundwork for future electoral reforms.

The Suffragette Petitions for Women’s Voting Rights

Petitions were instrumental in the women’s suffrage movement across various
countries. In the late 19th and early 20th centuries, suffragettes organized



mass petitions to demand the right to vote. In the UK, the Women’s Social and
Political Union and other groups submitted petitions containing hundreds of
thousands of signatures to Parliament.

These petitions helped raise awareness, put pressure on legislators, and
galvanized public support that eventually led to women gaining voting rights
in many parts of the world.

The Indian Independence Petitions

In British-ruled India, petitions became a method for Indians to express
discontent with colonial policies. Leaders like Mahatma Gandhi encouraged
peaceful petitions and civil disobedience as part of the larger independence
movement. The 1919 petition against the Rowlatt Act, which allowed detention
without trial, was a significant example of mass opposition voiced through
formal requests and protests.

These petitions, combined with other forms of activism, helped build momentum
towards India’s eventual independence in 1947.

How Petitions Have Evolved: From Paper to
Pixels

The traditional petition—handwritten or printed documents signed by
individuals—has transformed dramatically with the advent of the internet.
Online petitions now allow millions of people to participate instantly,
transcending geographical boundaries.

Platforms like Change.org and Avaaz have democratized petitioning, making it
easier than ever to raise awareness and influence policymakers. However, the
core principle remains the same: petitions are a way for people to unite
around a cause and request change.

Tips for Creating Effective Petitions Today

- **Clear and Concise Messaging:** A well-written petition clearly states the
problem and the requested action.

- **Target the Right Audience:** Direct your petition to the decision-makers
who have the power to enact change.

- **Gather Support Strategically:** Leverage social media, email campaigns,
and community groups to collect meaningful signatures.

- **Provide Evidence and Context:** Supporting your petition with facts,
stories, and data increases credibility.

- **Follow Up:** Engage with signatories and policymakers after the petition



to maintain momentum.

Why Petitions Matter: Lessons from History

Looking back at examples of petitions in history reveals their power to
amplify marginalized voices and initiate reform. Whether challenging
monarchies, demanding civil rights, or seeking social justice, petitions have
been a peaceful yet potent means of advocacy.

They teach us that collective action, even in the form of a simple signature,
can contribute to transformative change. Understanding this legacy can
inspire modern activists and citizens to harness petitions effectively in
their own efforts to influence society and governance.

By appreciating these historical examples, we see that petitions are more
than just documents—they are expressions of democracy in action, connecting
people across generations in the pursuit of justice and equality.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is one of the most famous petitions in history?

One of the most famous petitions in history is the Magna Carta petition in
1215, where English barons compelled King John to agree to certain rights and
limit his powers.

What was the purpose of the Petition of Right in
16287

The Petition of Right was a significant English constitutional document that
set out specific liberties of the subject that the king is prohibited from
infringing, including taxation without Parliament's consent and arbitrary
imprisonment.

How did the Petition for Women’'s Suffrage impact
history?

The Petition for Women’s Suffrage, especially in the late 19th and early 20th
centuries, was crucial in advocating for women's right to vote, leading to
significant social and political changes worldwide, including the eventual
granting of voting rights to women in many countries.



What role did petitions play in the American
Revolution?

Petitions like the Olive Branch Petition were used by American colonists to
try to negotiate peace and assert their rights with the British Crown before
the outbreak of the Revolutionary War.

Can you give an example of a petition that led to
environmental change?

The Save the Whales petition in the 1970s helped raise global awareness and
led to international agreements to protect whale populations from commercial
whaling.

What is the significance of the Indian Petition to
the British Crown in 18577

During the Indian Rebellion of 1857, various petitions and appeals were made
to the British Crown by Indian leaders seeking redress of grievances, which
highlighted colonial tensions and contributed to changes in British policies
in India.

Additional Resources

**Historic Examples of Petitions: A Window into Collective Action**

Examples of petitions in history reveal how ordinary citizens have used
formal appeals to influence governments, monarchs, and institutions across
centuries. Petitions have long served as a vital tool for expressing public
grievances, seeking justice, or advocating for reform. This article explores
some of the most significant and illustrative examples of petitions in
history, highlighting their contexts, impacts, and the evolution of
petitioning as a method of civic engagement.

Understanding the Role of Petitions in
Historical Context

Petitions are written requests signed by individuals or groups, addressed to
an authority with the intent to initiate change or express concerns.
Historically, they have functioned as a democratic instrument, offering a
voice to those otherwise excluded from direct political power. From medieval
England to modern-day democracies, petitions reflect societal tensions,
political aspirations, and the dynamics of power.

The effectiveness of petitions has varied widely depending on factors such as



the political climate, the authority’s receptiveness, and the issues at
stake. While some petitions have led to significant legislative or social
reforms, others have been ignored or suppressed. Analyzing examples of
petitions in history provides insight into the evolving nature of public
participation and governance.

Notable Historic Petitions and Their Impact

The Magna Carta Petition (1215)

One of the earliest and most influential examples of petitions in history is
the Magna Carta, although technically a charter rather than a petition.
Still, it originated from barons’ collective demands to King John of England,
pressing for limitations on royal authority. The Magna Carta set a precedent
for the idea that rulers are subject to the law, influencing constitutional
developments worldwide.

Though not a petition in the modern sense, the Magna Carta exemplifies early
collective negotiation for rights and governance reform. Its legacy underpins
later formal petitions by establishing that subjects could challenge
sovereign power.

The English Petition of Right (1628)

In 1628, the English Parliament presented the Petition of Right to King
Charles I. This document demanded the protection of civil liberties,
including freedom from arbitrary imprisonment and taxation without
parliamentary consent. It marked an important moment in the struggle between
monarchy and Parliament.

The Petition of Right is a clear example of how petitions served as
constitutional instruments, shaping the balance between authority and
individual rights. Its principles influenced later democratic documents,
including the United States Constitution.

The Chartist Petitions (1838-1848)

During the 19th century, the Chartist movement in Britain mobilized working-
class citizens to demand political reforms. The movement’s petitions to
Parliament called for universal male suffrage, secret ballots, and annual
parliamentary elections. Over several years, Chartists submitted petitions
with millions of signatures.



Though the immediate impact was limited, these petitions raised awareness of
social inequalities and helped pave the way for future democratic reforms.
The Chartist petitions exemplify how mass mobilization through petitions can
draw attention to systemic issues.

The Suffragette Petitions (Early 20th Century)

The women’s suffrage movement strategically used petitions to campaign for
voting rights. For example, in 1893 New Zealand women submitted petitions
that contributed to the country becoming the first to grant women the vote.
Similarly, British suffragettes organized petitions in the early 1900s,
gathering hundreds of thousands of signatures advocating for female
enfranchisement.

These petitions illustrate the power of organized activism in pushing social
change, especially when combined with public demonstrations, lobbying, and
civil disobedience.

The Anti-Apartheid Petitions (Mid-20th Century)

In the global fight against South African apartheid, petitions played a role
in raising international pressure. For instance, in the 1950s and 1960s,
activists and organizations submitted petitions demanding the end of racial
segregation and discrimination.

While petitions alone did not dismantle apartheid, they were integral to the
broader movement that combined economic sanctions, political advocacy, and
grassroots activism.

Modern Examples and the Evolution of
Petitioning

Online Petitions and Digital Activism

The advent of the internet transformed petitioning, making it easier to
gather widespread support quickly. Platforms like Change.org and Avaaz.org
allow millions to sign petitions on diverse issues, from climate change to
human rights.

Modern online petitions reflect the democratization of advocacy but also pose
challenges such as verifying signatures and avoiding slacktivism—where
individuals support causes passively without further action.



Government Petition Systems

Many governments now have official petition portals. For example, the UK
Parliament’s e-petition system requires a minimum number of signatures to
trigger parliamentary debate. The White House’'s “We the People” platform
served a similar function, allowing citizens to propose topics for government
response.

These institutionalized mechanisms highlight how petitions have become
formalized as part of democratic processes, bridging public input with
policymaking.

Characteristics and Features of Historical
Petitions

e Collective Voice: Petitions historically embody collective demands,
giving marginalized groups a platform.

e Formal Structure: They often include a clear statement of grievances, a
request for action, and signatures or endorsements.

e Symbolic and Practical Impact: Some petitions serve primarily symbolic
roles, while others lead to concrete legal or political changes.

e Varied Reception: Authorities may accept, ignore, or repress petitions,
influencing their ultimate effectiveness.

Challenges and Limitations of Petitions in
History

Despite their potential, petitions have limitations. Historically, petitions
could be dismissed by rulers who viewed them as threats. For marginalized
communities, access to petitioning was often restricted. Additionally,
petitions might fail if lacking sufficient signatures, clarity, or political
backing.

In some cases, petitions were co-opted or manipulated, undermining their
legitimacy. The reliance on petitions alone without broader strategies has
sometimes limited social movements’ success.



Comparative Insights: Petitions Across Cultures
and Eras

Petitions have appeared in various forms worldwide. For example, in Imperial
China, subjects could submit memorials or petitions to the emperor seeking
redress. In the United States, the First Amendment protects the right to
petition the government, reflecting its foundational role in American
democracy.

Comparing these examples shows that while the form and influence of petitions
vary, the fundamental principle of citizens appealing to authority for change
remains constant.

Exploring examples of petitions in history reveals their enduring
significance as instruments of civic engagement and political negotiation.
From medieval demands for royal accountability to contemporary digital
campaigns, petitions continue to shape the dialogue between rulers and the
ruled. Their successes and failures alike contribute to understanding the
complexities of governance, rights, and social change.

Examples Of Petitions In History

examples of petitions in history: Petitions in Social History Lex Heerma van Voss, 2001
This book looks at petitions over the last five centuries to reconstruct the lives and opinions of
'humble' petitioners. Since Pharaonic times, governments have allowed their subjects to voice
opinions in the form of petitions, which have demanded a favour or the redressment of an injustice.
To be effective, a petition had to mention the request, usually a motivation and always the name or
names of the petitioners. As a result, grievances of ordinary people which were not written down
anywhere else are now stored safely in the archives of the authorities to which the petitions were
addressed. The petitions considered in this book, which come from all over the globe, offer rich and
valuable sources for social historians.

examples of petitions in history: The Power of Petitioning in Early Modern Britain
Brodie Waddell, Jason Peacey, 2024-05-21 The ‘humble petition’ was ubiquitous in early modern
society and featured prominently in crucial moments such as the outbreak of the civil wars and in
everyday local negotiations about taxation, welfare and litigation. People at all levels of society -
from noblemen to paupers - used petitions to make their voices heard and these are valuable
sources for mapping the structures of authority and agency that framed early modern society. The
Power of Petitioning in Early Modern Britain offers a holistic study of this crucial topic in early
modern British history. The contributors survey a vast range of sources, showing the myriad ways
people petitioned the authorities from the sixteenth to the eighteenth centuries. They cross the
jurisdictional, sub-disciplinary and chronological boundaries that have otherwise constrained the
current scholarly literature on petitioning and popular political engagement. Teasing out broad
conclusions from innumerable smaller interventions in public life, they not only address the aims,
attitudes and strategies of those involved, but also assesses the significance of the processes they


https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-165/examples-of-petitions-in-history.pdf

used. This volume makes it possible to rethink the power of petitioning and to re-evaluate broad
trends regarding political culture, institutional change and state formation.

examples of petitions in history: Petitions and Petitioning in Europe and North America
from the Late Medieval Period to the Present Richard Huzzey, Maartje Janse, Henry Miller, Joris
Oddens, Brodie Waddell, 2024-06-20 The first study of petitioning from the late medieval period to
the era of e-petitions, Petitions and Petitioning in Europe and North America explains why these
practices have been central to the exercise and contestation of power across North America and
Europe.

examples of petitions in history: The Record United States. National Archives and Records
Administration, 1994

examples of petitions in history: Reeves' History of the English Law John Reeves, William
Francis Finlason, 1869

examples of petitions in history: Reeves' History of the English Law, from the Time of
the Romans to the End of the Reign of Elizabeth Reeves, 1869

examples of petitions in history: Environmental History and the American South Paul Sutter,
Christopher J. Manganiello, 2009 This reader gathers fifteen of the most important essays written in
the field of southern environmental history over the past decade. Ideal for course use, the volume
provides a convenient entrée into the recent literature on the region as it indicates the variety of
directions in which the field is growing. As coeditor Paul S. Sutter writes in his introduction, “recent
trends in environmental historiography--a renewed emphasis on agricultural landscapes and their
hybridity, attention to the social and racial histories of environmental thought and practice, and
connections between health and the environment among them--have made the South newly
attractive terrain. This volume suggests, then, that southern environmental history has not only
arrived but also that it may prove an important space for the growth of the larger environmental
history enterprise.” The writings, which range in setting from the Texas plains to the Carolina
Lowcountry, address a multiplicity of topics, such as husbandry practices in the Chesapeake colonies
and the aftermath of Hurricane Andrew. The contributors’ varied disciplinary
perspectives--including agricultural history, geography, the history of science, the history of
technology, military history, colonial American history, urban and regional planning history, and
ethnohistory--also point to the field’s vitality. Conveying the breadth, diversity, and liveliness of this
maturing area of study,Environmental History and the American Southaffirms the critical
importance of human-environmental interactions to the history and culture of the region.
Contributors: Virginia DeJohn Anderson William Boyd Lisa Brady Joshua Blu Buhs Judith Carney
James Taylor Carson Craig E. Colten S. Max Edelson Jack Temple Kirby Ralph H. Lutts Eileen Maura
McGurty Ted Steinberg Mart Stewart Claire Strom Paul Sutter Harry Watson Albert G. Way

examples of petitions in history: Reeves' History of the English Law: From the reign of
Edward I to the reign of Edward IV John Reeves, 1869

examples of petitions in history: John Reeves's History of the English Law, from the
Time of the Romans to the End of the Reign of Elizabeth John Reeves, 1869

examples of petitions in history: The National Archives History Toolkit for Primary Schools
Clare Horrie, Rachel Hillman, 2020-03-19 The ultimate companion to teaching history in primary
schools. With instant access to genuine historical sources that can be downloaded from a companion
website, accompanied by exciting lesson plans, activities and photocopiable worksheets for both Key
Stages 1 and 2, The National Archives History Toolkit for Primary Schools is the essential manual for
teaching history in the primary classroom. Teaching history using original sources is crucial to
developing pupils' critical thinking skills and understanding of what history is all about. Each lesson
in this go-to guide is based on an original historical source from The National Archives that has
never seen the light of day in standard school history textbooks. This enables a unique enquiry-based
approach to teaching history that will fascinate and inspire pupils and develop their historical
knowledge. The historical sources can be previewed in the book and downloaded from a companion
website, allowing them to be flexible teaching tools. Covering themes across the National




Curriculum, including events of national importance, the lives of significant individuals, the
changing power of monarchs, aspects of social history from past to present and significant turning
points, this toolkit makes it possible for all primary teachers to bring history to life throughout Key
Stages 1 and 2.

examples of petitions in history: Reeves's History of the English Law, from the Time of
the Romans to the End of the Reign of Elizabeth. A New Edition. With Numerous Notes,
and an Introductory Dissertation ... by W. F. Finlason John Reeves, 1869

examples of petitions in history: Unlocking the History of English Luisella Caon, Moragh S.
Gordon, Thijs Porck, 2024-04-15 This volume brings together contributions selected from papers
delivered at the 21st International Conference on English Historical Linguistics (ICEHL, Leiden
2021). The chapters deal with aspects of language use throughout the history of English, including
efforts to prescribe and regulate language in texts that share specific forms, functions and
audiences. They feature both quantitative and qualitative analyses of changing language use, often
in relation to trends of language advice in such metalinguistic works as grammars, spelling books
and usage guides. The authors showcase work on pragmatics and prescriptivism (understatement
between Middle and Late Modern English, capitalization of common nouns from Early to Late
Modern English and the use of stigmatized grammatical variants in eighteenth-century plays),
specific text types (case studies of political, legal and medical English) and the language of late
modern letters (diachronic stylistic changes, letter-copying practices, the role of letter-writing
manuals and changing spelling practices). This volume will be of interest to those working on
pragmatics, prescriptivism and sociolinguistics of English, historical linguistics, language change,
computational historical linguistics and related sub-disciplines.

examples of petitions in history: Reeves' History of the English Law, from the Time of the
Romans to the End of the Reign of Elizabeth [1603] John Reeves, William Francis Finlason, 1880

examples of petitions in history: Reeves' History of the English Law: From the reign of
Edward II to the reign of Edward IV John Reeves, William Francis Finlason, 1880

examples of petitions in history: Multilingual Practices in Language History Paivi Pahta,
Janne Skaffari, Laura Wright, 2017-12-18 Texts of the past were often not monolingual but were
produced by and for people with bi- or multilingual repertoires; the communicative practices
witnessed in them therefore reflect ongoing and earlier language contact situations. However,
textbooks and earlier research tend to display a monolingual bias. This collected volume on
multilingual practices in historical materials, including code-switching, highlights the importance of
a multilingual approach. The authors explore multilingualism in hitherto neglected genres, periods
and areas, introduce new methods of locating and analysing multiple languages in various sources,
and review terminology, theories and tools. The studies also revisit some of the issues already
introduced in previous research, such as Latin interacting with European vernaculars and the
complex relationship between code-switching and lexical borrowing. Collectively, the contributors
show that multilingual practices share many of the same features regardless of time and place, and
that one way or the other, all historical texts are multilingual. This book takes the next step in
historical multilingualism studies by establishing the relevance of the multilingual approach to
understanding language history.

examples of petitions in history: Counter-revolution Robert Ashton, 1994-01-01 For all the
vast literature on the English Revolution, the Second Civil War has been largely neglected. Robert
Ashton, author of the standard history, The English Civil War, now provides a detailed account of the
period from the end of the First Civil War in 1646 to late 1648, on the eve of the trial and execution
of Charles I. A work of formidable erudition and depth of research, it reveals the origins of the
Second Civil War to be as complex, significant and interesting as those of the First. Unlike previous
studies, which concentrate on the growth of radical movements along the road to regicide and
republicanism, Ashton's study focuses on the neglected area of conservatism and counter-revolution.
Just as historians of the First Civil War have sought to explain how a weakened king was able to rally
sufficient resources to go to war in 1642, so this book explains how royalists, decisively defeated in




1646, found the support to take up arms in 1648. Ashton's analysis is conducted on a regional,
county and national basis and also takes in developments in Wales, Scotland and, to a lesser extent,
Ireland. He asks not only why so many Scotsmen who had fought alongside the English Roundheads
entered the second war on the king's side in 1648, but emphasizes the disastrous split within the
Scottish political nation which resulted from this. And he explores not only why former supporters of
parliament deserted their allies and embraced the royalist cause in 1648, but also why others did
not. Having explained why, after two years of uneasy peace, England was again convulsed by civil
war in 1648, the book closes with a consideration of the main characteristics of insurgency in the
Second Civil War and the reasons for, and consequences of, its failure.

examples of petitions in history: Manners, Norms and Transgressions in the History of
English Andreas H. Jucker, Irma Taavitsainen, 2020-08-15 This volume traces the multifaceted
concept of manners in the history of English from the late medieval through the early and late
modern periods right up to the present day. It focuses in particular on transgressions of manners
and norms of behaviour as an analytical tool to shed light on the discourse of polite conduct and
styles of writing. The papers collected in this volume adopt both literary and linguistic perspectives.
The fictional sources range from medieval romances and Shakespearean plays to eighteenth-century
drama, Lewis Carroll’s Alice books and present-day television comedy drama. The non-fictional data
includes conduct books, medical debates and petitions written by lower class women in the
eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. The contributions focus in particular on the following
questions: What are the social and political ideologies behind rules of etiquette and norms of
interaction, and what can we learn from blunders and other transgressions?

examples of petitions in history: The Oxford Handbook of Modern British Political
History, 1800-2000 David Brown, Robert Crowcroft, Gordon Pentland, 2018-03-29 The two
centuries after 1800 witnessed a series of sweeping changes in the way in which Britain was
governed, the duties of the state, and its role in the wider world. Powerful processes - from the
development of democracy, the changing nature of the social contract, war, and economic
dislocation - have challenged, and at times threatened to overwhelm, both governors and governed.
Such shifts have also presented challenges to the historians who have researched and written about
Britain's past politics. This Handbook shows the ways in which political historians have responded to
these challenges, providing a snapshot of a field which has long been at the forefront of conceptual
and methodological innovation within historical studies. It comprises thirty-three thematic essays by
leading and emerging scholars in the field. Collectively, these essays assess and rethink the nature
of modern British political history itself and suggest avenues and questions for future research. The
Oxford Handbook of Modern British Political History thus provides a unique resource for those who
wish to understand Britain's political past and a thought-provoking 'long view' for those interested in
current political challenges.

examples of petitions in history: Semi-centennial History of the University of Illinois
University of Illinois (Urbana-Champaign campus), 1918

examples of petitions in history: The Cambridge Comparative History of Ancient Law
Caroline Humfress, David Ibbetson, Patrick Olivelle, 2024-05-30 The Cambridge Comparative
History of Ancient Law is the first of its kind in the field of comparative ancient legal history. Written
collaboratively by a dedicated team of international experts, each chapter offers a new framing and
understanding of key legal concepts, practices and historical contexts across five major legal
traditions of the ancient world. Stretching chronologically across more than three and a half
millennia, from the earliest, very fragmentary, proto-cuneiform tablets (3200-3000 BCE) to the Tang
Code of 652 CE, the volume challenges earlier comparative histories of ancient law / societies, at the
same time as opening up new areas for future scholarship across a wealth of surviving ancient Near
Eastern, Indian, Chinese, Greek and Roman primary source evidence. Topics covered include 'law as
text', legal science, inter-polity relations, law and the state, law and religion, legal procedure,
personal status and the family, crime, property and contract.
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