constructing the political spectacle

Constructing the Political Spectacle: Behind the Scenes of Public Performance

Constructing the political spectacle is an art as much as it is a strategy. It involves crafting
moments that captivate, persuade, and mobilize public opinion, turning political events into grand
performances that resonate with audiences far beyond the immediate participants. In an era
dominated by media saturation and rapid information flow, understanding how political spectacles
are built is crucial to grasping modern political dynamics. This article delves into the anatomy of
political spectacles, exploring their components, purposes, and the methods used to create these
powerful displays.

What Is the Political Spectacle?

At its core, the political spectacle is a carefully orchestrated event or series of events designed to
create a specific impression or convey a particular message to the public. It transcends simple
political communication by engaging emotions, symbols, and narratives that make political ideas and
figures more relatable and memorable.

The concept was popularized by thinkers like Guy Debord, who described the “society of the
spectacle” as one where social relations are mediated by images and appearances rather than direct
experiences. In politics, this translates to moments where appearances, symbols, and media
coverage become as important—if not more so—than substantive policy discussions.

The Role of Media in Shaping the Spectacle

Media outlets, especially television and social media platforms, play a pivotal role in constructing
and disseminating political spectacles. Politicians and their teams understand that controlling the
narrative and visuals broadcast to the public can significantly influence voter perceptions.

Through soundbites, staged photo opportunities, and carefully timed announcements, the media
becomes the stage on which political spectacles unfold. The rise of 24/7 news cycles and social
media algorithms has only intensified the need for politicians to constantly produce content that
captures attention.

Key Elements in Constructing the Political Spectacle

Creating a compelling political spectacle involves multiple layers of planning and execution. Here
are some essential components:



1. Symbolism and Imagery

Politics thrives on symbols—flags, slogans, colors, and iconic locations. These elements evoke
emotional responses and help simplify complex ideas into digestible visuals. For example, a leader
delivering a speech in front of a national monument taps into collective identity and pride.

2. Narrative Crafting

Every political spectacle tells a story. Whether it’s a comeback, a fight against injustice, or a vision
for the future, narratives help audiences connect emotionally. Crafting a compelling narrative
involves highlighting conflict, resolution, and the protagonist’s (often the politician’s) role in the
story.

3. Staging and Timing

The timing of an event—such as a policy announcement or rally—is strategic. It might coincide with
significant dates, news cycles, or opposition vulnerabilities. The staging, from the backdrop to the
attendees and even the lighting, is designed to maximize impact and media coverage.

4. Emotional Appeal

Political spectacles often leverage emotions like hope, fear, anger, or pride to motivate audiences.
Emotional engagement is more effective than dry facts in driving political support or activism.

The Psychological Impact of Political Spectacles

Understanding the psychological mechanisms behind political spectacles reveals why they are so
powerful. Spectacles tap into cognitive biases and social behaviors that drive human decision-
making.

Social Proof and Collective Identity

When people see large crowds cheering or influential figures endorsing a cause, they are more likely
to align with that viewpoint due to social proof—the tendency to follow the actions of others.
Political spectacles often emphasize mass participation to create a sense of belonging and
legitimacy.



Priming and Framing

Spectacles prime audiences by focusing attention on specific issues or emotions, setting the stage
for how subsequent information is interpreted. For example, a dramatic speech about national
security primes voters to prioritize defense policies. Framing then shapes the lens through which
events are viewed, often simplifying complex debates into “us vs. them” narratives.

Modern Examples of Political Spectacles

Political spectacles are everywhere, from election campaigns to international summits. Here are a
few illustrative examples:

e Presidential Debates: These are carefully choreographed events where candidates showcase
personalities and policy positions under intense media scrutiny.

e State of the Union Addresses: Leaders use these speeches to highlight accomplishments
and set agendas, often surrounded by symbolic guests and patriotic imagery.

e Mass Rallies and Protests: Large gatherings demonstrate political strength and solidarity,
often amplified through media coverage.

¢ Social Media Campaigns: Platforms like Twitter and Instagram allow politicians to stage
spectacles with viral videos, memes, and interactive content that engage younger voters.

Tips for Recognizing and Analyzing Political Spectacles

For citizens and analysts alike, it’s useful to develop a critical eye toward political spectacles. Here
are some practical strategies:

Look Beyond the Surface

Ask what messages are being conveyed and what emotions are being targeted. Consider whether the
spectacle distracts from substantive policy discussions.

Examine the Timing and Context

Why is this event happening now? Is it responding to a crisis, an election cycle, or media pressure?



Identify the Symbols and Narratives

What imagery is being used, and what story is being told? How does this align with the political
actor’s goals?

Consider the Medium

How is the spectacle being broadcast? The medium influences how the message is received and who
it reaches.

The Ethical Dimensions of Constructing Political
Spectacles

While political spectacles can engage and inform, they also raise ethical questions. There’s a fine
line between effective communication and manipulation. When spectacles prioritize style over
substance, they risk undermining democratic discourse.

Politicians and media creators should strive for transparency and authenticity, ensuring that
spectacles enhance understanding rather than obscure reality. Meanwhile, the public’s growing
media literacy is essential for navigating the increasingly complex landscape of political
representation.

Constructing the political spectacle is a dynamic process that reflects the evolving relationship
between politics, media, and society. By unpacking the components and motivations behind these
grand performances, we gain insight into how political realities are shaped and how we, as
observers or participants, can engage more thoughtfully with the spectacle of politics.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is meant by 'constructing the political spectacle'?

Constructing the political spectacle refers to the deliberate creation and presentation of political
events, images, or narratives designed to capture public attention, shape perceptions, and influence
political behavior through media and symbolic acts.

How does media contribute to the construction of the political
spectacle?

Media plays a crucial role by selecting, framing, and amplifying political events and messages, often
emphasizing sensationalism or drama to engage audiences, thereby shaping the spectacle and public
understanding of politics.



What are common techniques used in constructing political
spectacles?

Techniques include staged events, dramatic visuals, emotional appeals, repetition of slogans,
strategic use of social media, and orchestrated appearances to create compelling narratives that
resonate with the public.

How do politicians benefit from constructing political
spectacles?

Politicians use spectacles to garner media attention, build their public image, distract from
controversies, influence public opinion, and mobilize supporters by creating memorable and
emotionally impactful moments.

Can constructing political spectacles impact democratic
processes?

Yes, it can both positively and negatively impact democracy by either engaging citizens and
encouraging participation or by promoting superficial understanding, manipulation, and distraction
from substantive policy debates.

What role does social media play in modern political
spectacles?

Social media accelerates the spread and amplification of political spectacles by enabling direct
communication, viral content, real-time engagement, and the formation of echo chambers that
reinforce particular narratives.

How do political spectacles relate to propaganda?

Political spectacles often overlap with propaganda as both aim to influence public perception;
however, spectacles focus more on visual and emotional appeal, while propaganda involves
systematic dissemination of biased information.

What is the impact of political spectacles on voter behavior?

Political spectacles can influence voter behavior by shaping perceptions of candidates, creating
emotional connections, simplifying complex issues, and driving engagement or apathy depending on
how the spectacle resonates.

How can citizens critically engage with political spectacles?

Citizens can critically engage by seeking diverse information sources, questioning the motives
behind staged events, analyzing underlying messages, and focusing on substantive issues rather
than just the spectacle.



Are political spectacles a recent phenomenon?

No, political spectacles have existed throughout history, but modern technology and media have
transformed their scale, speed, and impact, making them more pervasive and influential in
contemporary politics.

Additional Resources

Constructing the Political Spectacle: Unveiling the Mechanics of Modern Political Theater

constructing the political spectacle is a nuanced process that intersects media, public
perception, and power dynamics in contemporary democracies. It involves the deliberate
orchestration of events, imagery, rhetoric, and media strategies designed to captivate audiences,
influence public opinion, and ultimately shape political outcomes. This phenomenon, while not new,
has evolved dramatically in the digital age, where the proliferation of social media platforms and 24-
hour news cycles amplifies the reach and impact of political performance.

Understanding the layers behind constructing the political spectacle requires an examination of its
origins, components, and the implications it holds for democratic engagement. This article delves
into the anatomy of political spectacle, exploring how politicians, media outlets, and interest groups
collaborate—often subliminally—to craft narratives that resonate emotionally, sway voters, and
consolidate power.

The Anatomy of Political Spectacle

At its core, the political spectacle is a carefully crafted event or narrative designed to command
attention and convey a specific message, often at the expense of nuanced debate or factual
complexity. Political scientists often trace its intellectual roots to Guy Debord’s seminal work, "The
Society of the Spectacle," which critiques the way media and consumer culture transform social
relations into representations and images. Today, this concept manifests through staged rallies, viral
campaign videos, and performative gestures that emphasize symbolism over substance.

The construction process involves several key elements:

1. Media Framing and Narrative Control

Media outlets play an indispensable role in amplifying political spectacles. Through
framing—selecting certain aspects of a story while omitting others—journalists and editors shape
public interpretation. Politicians and their communication teams exploit this by providing
soundbites, orchestrating photo opportunities, and timing announcements to maximize coverage.
Social media algorithms further influence which spectacles gain traction, often privileging
sensational content that drives engagement over informative discourse.



2. Emotional Resonance and Symbolism

Effective political spectacles tap into collective emotions such as fear, hope, anger, or pride.
Symbols, whether flags, slogans, or staged gestures, act as shorthand to evoke shared identities or
values. For example, a candidate’s visit to a disaster zone is more than humanitarian—it is a
symbolic act signaling empathy and leadership. The spectacle thus transcends mere information,
aiming to forge a visceral connection with the electorate.

3. Staging and Performance

The theatricality inherent in politics is heightened by choreography, lighting, and setting. Campaign
events are meticulously designed to project authenticity while controlling the environment. This
extends to debates, press conferences, and even social media appearances. The visual and auditory
components are calibrated to reinforce the candidate’s persona or the campaign’s core message.

Constructing the Political Spectacle in the Digital Era

The digital revolution has transformed the landscape on which political spectacles are constructed
and consumed. Platforms like Twitter, Facebook, and TikTok enable politicians to bypass traditional
media gatekeepers, directly engaging with supporters and critics alike. However, this
democratization of content creation also complicates narrative control, as competing spectacles
unfold simultaneously across fragmented audiences.

The Role of Social Media Influencers and Microtargeting

Modern political campaigns increasingly collaborate with social media influencers to disseminate
tailored messages. These influencers, often perceived as authentic voices within niche communities,
can amplify political spectacles in ways traditional media cannot. Moreover, data-driven
microtargeting allows campaigns to customize spectacles to resonate with specific demographics,
enhancing effectiveness but raising ethical concerns about manipulation and privacy.

Viral Moments and Meme Culture

One distinctive feature of contemporary political spectacle is the emergence of viral
moments—unexpected or highly shareable events that capture public attention rapidly. Memes, gifs,
and short videos distill complex political issues into digestible, often humorous formats, contributing
to the spectacle’s spread. While this can increase engagement, it sometimes trivializes serious policy
debates, favoring entertainment value over substance.



Implications of Constructing the Political Spectacle

The prevalence of political spectacle has far-reaching consequences for democratic processes, media
integrity, and public trust.

Pros of Political Spectacle

 Engagement: Spectacles can galvanize voter interest and participation, especially among
disengaged demographics.

¢ Accessibility: Simplified narratives and emotional appeal help communicate complex issues
to a broader audience.

¢ Accountability: Public spectacles, such as televised debates or hearings, provide
transparency and scrutiny opportunities.

Cons of Political Spectacle

e Superficiality: Overemphasis on image and performance can overshadow substantive policy
discussion.

e Polarization: Spectacles often exploit divisive issues, exacerbating social fragmentation.

e Manipulation: The orchestrated nature of spectacles may mislead voters, undermining
informed decision-making.

Comparative Perspectives: Political Spectacle Across
Democracies

While political spectacle is a global phenomenon, its manifestations vary depending on cultural,
institutional, and media environments. For instance, in the United States, the spectacle often
revolves around charismatic leadership and media-driven narratives, exemplified by presidential
debates or campaign rallies. In contrast, parliamentary democracies like the United Kingdom
emphasize procedural spectacles within legislative chambers, such as prime minister’s questions,
which are both performative and substantive.

Emerging democracies face unique challenges where political spectacle can blur the line between
legitimate engagement and propaganda. Authoritarian regimes may co-opt spectacular events to



project strength and legitimacy domestically and internationally, using tightly controlled media to
craft unchallenged narratives.

Case Study: The 2020 U.S. Presidential Election

The 2020 U.S. presidential election illustrated the potency of constructing the political spectacle in a
hypermediated environment. Both major campaigns employed elaborate digital strategies, from
virtual rallies during the COVID-19 pandemic to targeted ads exploiting social media data.
Memorable spectacles, such as the contentious debates and post-election protests, dominated media
cycles and shaped public discourse far beyond traditional political analysis.

Social media platforms became battlegrounds for competing spectacles, intertwining political
messaging with misinformation and conspiracy theories. This complexity underscored the double-
edged nature of political spectacle—its ability to mobilize and inform, but also to confuse and divide.

Future Trends in Political Spectacle

Looking ahead, technological advancements such as artificial intelligence, deepfakes, and virtual
reality are poised to redefine the construction of political spectacles. These tools offer novel ways to
create immersive, personalized political experiences but also raise concerns about authenticity and
ethical boundaries.

Moreover, the rising demand for transparency and fact-checking by civil society and independent
media may act as a counterbalance, encouraging more accountable spectacle construction.
However, the tension between spectacle and substance is likely to persist, reflecting deeper societal
debates about media consumption, political power, and democratic resilience.

In the intricate interplay of image, narrative, and power, constructing the political spectacle remains

an essential, if contentious, element of modern politics—one that continually adapts to the evolving
media ecosystem and public expectations.

Constructing The Political Spectacle

constructing the political spectacle: Constructing the Political Spectacle Murray Jacob
Edelman, 1988 Thanks to the ready availability of political news today, informed citizens can protect
and promote their own interests and the public interest more effectively. Or can they? Murray
Edelman argues against this conventional interpretation of politics, one that takes for granted that
we live in a world of facts and that people react rationally to the facts they know. In doing so, he
explores in detail the ways in which the conspicuous aspects of the political scene are
interpretations that systematically buttress established inequalities and interpretations already
dominant political ideologies.

constructing the political spectacle: The Politics of Misinformation Murray Edelman,
2001-05-28 This book is about how people in power use language to generate and perpetuate
misunderstandings.


https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-165/constructing-the-political-spectacle.pdf

constructing the political spectacle: Understanding Global News Jaap van Ginneken,
1998-01-23 Using the enormous number of available examples and a range of theoretical
perspectives, the author demonstrates the ways in which the news media are able to manipulate an
individual's perception of the world.

constructing the political spectacle: Tropes of Politics John S. Nelson, 1998-05-18 In this
volume, the author aims to apply rhetorical analysis first to political theory, and then to politics in
practice. He offers an examination of political science and political theory as fields of study, and
undertakes a series of creative examinations of political rhetoric.

constructing the political spectacle: Lotman and Cultural Studies Andreas Schonle,
2007-01-01 One of the most widely read and translated theorists of the former Soviet Union, Yurii
Lotman was a daring and imaginative thinker. A cofounder of the Tartu-Moscow school of semiotics,
he analyzed a broad range of cultural phenomena, from the opposition between Russia and the West
to the symbolic construction of space, from cinema to card playing, from the impact of theater on
painting to the impact of landscape design on poetry. His insights have been particularly important
in conceptualizing the creation of meaning and understanding the function of art and literature in
society, and they have enriched the work of such diverse figures as Paul Ricoeur, Stephen
Greenblatt, Umberto Eco, Wolfgang Iser, Julia Kristeva, and Frederic Jameson. In this volume, edited
by Andreas Schonle, contributors extend Lotman's theories to a number of fields. Focusing on his
less frequently studied later period, Lotman and Cultural Studies engages with such ideas as the
semiosphere, the fluid, dynamic semiotic environment out of which meaning emerges;
auto-communication, the way in which people create narratives about themselves that in turn shape
their self-identity; change, as both gradual evolution and an abrupt, unpredictable explosion; power;
law and mercy; Russia and the West; center and periphery. As William Mills Todd observes in his
afterword, the contributors to this volume test Lotman's legacy in a new context: Their research
agendas-Iranian and American politics, contemporary Russian and Czech politics, sexuality and the
body-are distant from Lotman's own, but his concepts and awareness yield invariably illuminating
results.

constructing the political spectacle: This is Not a President Diane Rubenstein, 2008 Read
The Chronicle of Higher Ed Author Interview In This Is Not a President, Diane Rubenstein looks at
the postmodern presidency — from Reagan and George H. W. Bush, through the current
administration, and including Hillary. Focusing on those seemingly inexplicable gaps or blind spots
in recent American presidential politics, Rubenstein interrogates symptomatic moments in political
rhetoric, popular culture, and presidential behavior to elucidate profound and disturbing changes in
the American presidency and the way it embodies a national imaginary. In a series of essays written
in real time over the past four presidential administrations, Rubenstein traces the vernacular use of
the American presidency (as currency, as grist for popular biography, as fictional TV material) to
explore the ways in which the American presidency functions as a “transitional object” that allows
the American citizen to meet or discover the president while going about her everyday life. The book
argues that it is French theory — primarily Lacanian psychoanalysis and the radical semiotic
theories of Jean Baudrillard — that best accounts for American political life today. Through episodes
as diverse as Iran Contra, George H. W. Bush vomiting in Japan, the 1992 Republican convention,
the failed nomination of Lani Guinier, and the Iraqg War, This Is Not a President brilliantly situates
our collective investment in American political culture.

constructing the political spectacle: The Permanent Campaign and Its Future Norman ]J.
Ornstein, 2000 Eminent political scientists weigh the benefits and the costs of this state of
permanent campaign and describe the kind of political system likely to emerge within it.

constructing the political spectacle: Presidential Campaigning in the Internet Age
Jennifer Stromer-Galley, 2019-07-29 Presidential Campaigning in the Internet Age challenges
popular claims about the democratizing effect of Digital Communication Technologies (DCTs).
Citizen involvement in the campaign historically has been and, as this book shows, continues to be a
means to an end: winning the election for the candidate. For all the proliferation of apps to




download, polls to click, videos to watch, and messages to forward, the decidedly undemocratic view
of controlled interactivity is how most campaigns continue to operate.

constructing the political spectacle: The Psychology of Political Communicators Ofer
Feldman, Sonja Zmerli, 2018-09-24 In this timely study, Ofer Feldman, Sonja Zmerli, and their team
of experts shed light on the multiple ways communication affects political behavior and attitudes.
Written for students and scholars alike, The Psychology of Political Communicators uses examples
from the US, Europe, Asia, and the Middle East to examine the nature, characteristics, content, and
reception of communication in three major areas of discourse: The style and nature of language used
by political actors in the national and international arenas The discourse used in nationalist populist
movements and during negative campaigns The rhetoric of the media as it tries to frame politics,
political events, and political actors Collectively, the essays form a solid foundation on which to
understand the different roles language plays in the conduct of politics, the way in which these roles
are performed in various situations in different societies and cultures, and the political outcomes of
verbal behavior. This book will be of interest to scholars and students of political psychology and
communication studies.

constructing the political spectacle: The Behavioral Study of Political Ideology and
Public Policy Formulation Carl Grafton, Anne Permaloff, 2005 This anthology focuses on the
behavioral study of political ideology and its connection to public policy formulation. The public
policy implications of ideology, largely ignored by textbooks on ideology, have never been the
purview of a single scholarly community. Instead, this area encompasses several specialties of
political science, public administration, and economics. Across these disciplines the behavioral study
of political ideology appears fragmented. This book is intended to pull these pieces together by
showing the role of ideology in policy formulation and demonstrating methods by which the
ideology-public policy relationship can be studied.

constructing the political spectacle: The Oxford Handbook of Political Leadership R. A. W.
Rhodes, Paul 't Hart, 2014-05-29 Political leadership has made a comeback. It was studied
intensively not only by political scientists but also by political sociologists and psychologists,
Sovietologists, political anthropologists, and by scholars in comparative and development studies
from the 1940s to the 1970s. Thereafter, the field lost its way with the rise of structuralism,
neo-institutionalism, and rational choice approaches to the study of politics, government, and
governance. Recently, however, students of politics have returned to studying the role of individual
leaders and the exercise of leadership to explain political outcomes. The list of topics is nigh endless:
elections, conflict management, public policy, government popularity, development, governance
networks, and regional integration. In the media age, leaders are presented and
stage-managed--spun--DDLas the solution to almost every social problem. Through the mass media
and the Internet, citizens and professional observers follow the rise, impact, and fall of senior
political officeholders at closer quarters than ever before. This Handbook encapsulates the
resurgence by asking, where are we today? It orders the multidisciplinary field by identifying the
distinct and distinctive contributions of the disciplines. It meets the urgent need to take stock. It
brings together scholars from around the world, encouraging a comparative perspective, to provide
a comprehensive coverage of all the major disciplines, methods, and regions. It showcases both the
normative and empirical traditions in political leadership studies, and juxtaposes behavioural,
institutional, and interpretive approaches. It covers formal, office-based as well as informal,
emergent political leadership, and in both democratic and undemocratic polities.

constructing the political spectacle: Handbook of Political Discourse Piotr Cap, 2023-02-14
Synthesising diverse research avenues for politics, discourse, and political discourse, this
cutting-edge Handbook examines the formative traditions, current theoretical and methodological
landscape, and genres and domains over which political discourse extends.

constructing the political spectacle: Handbook of Political Communication Research Lynda
Lee Kaid, 2004-07-19 This volume brings together the major thrusts of research and theory in
political communication. For scholars/researchers/students in political communication, mass




communication, and political science; and for readers in public opinion, political psychol

constructing the political spectacle: Political Public Relations Jesper Stromback, Spiro
Kiousis, 2011-05-18 Political Public Relations maps and defines this emerging field, bringing
together scholars from various disciplines—political communication, public relations and political
science—to explore the area in detail. The volume connects differing schools of thought, bringing
together theoretical and empirical investigations, and defines a field that is becoming increasingly
important and prominent. It offers an international orientation, as the field of political public
relations must be studied in the context of various political and communication systems to be fully
understood. As a singular contribution to scholarship in public relations and political
communication, this work fills a significant gap in the existing literature, and is certain to influence
future theory and research.

constructing the political spectacle: Contemporary American Speeches Richard L.
Johannesen, 2000 Contains a collection of transcripts of contemporary American speeches, providing
brief biographical information on the author of each speech, as well as critical and historical context.
Includes CD-ROM with forty-two significant speeches.

constructing the political spectacle: The Political Psychology of Democratic Citizenship
Eugene Borgida, Christopher M Federico, John L Sullivan, 2009-04-16 While scholars in political
science, social psychology, and mass communications have made notable contributions to
understanding democratic citizenship, they concentrate on very different dimensions of citizenship.
The current volume challenges this fragmentary pattern of inquiry, and adopts an interdisciplinary
approach to the analysis of citizenship that offers new insights and integrates previously disparate
research agendas. It also suggests the possibility of informed interventions aimed at meeting new
challenges faced by citizens in modern democracies.The volume is organized around five themes
related to democratic citizenship: citizen knowledge about politics; persuasion processes and
intervention processes; group identity and perception of individual citizens and social groups; hate
crimes and intolerance; and the challenge of rapid changes in technology and mass media. These
themes address the key challenges to existing perspectives on citizenship, represent themes that are
central to the health of democratic societies, and reflect ongoing lines of research that offer
important contributions to an interdisciplinary political psychology perspective on citizenship. In
several cases, scholars may be unaware of work in other disciplines on the same topic and might
well benefit from greater intellectual commerce. These themes provide excellent opportunities for
the interdisciplinary cross-talk that characterizes the contributions to this volume by prominent
scholars from psychology, political science, sociology, and mass communications. In the final
section, distinguished commentators reflect on different aspects of the scholarly agenda put forth in
this volume, including what this body of work suggests about the state of political psychology's
contributions to our understanding of these issues.Thus this volume aims to provide a multifaceted,
interdisciplinary look at the political psychology of democratic citizenship. The interdisciplinary bent
of contemporary work in political psychology may uniquely equip it to create a more nuanced
understanding of citizenship issues and of competing democratic theories.

constructing the political spectacle: Explaining Political Judgement Perri 6, 2011-09-22 What
is political judgement? Why do politicians exhibit such contrasting thought styles in making
decisions, even when they agree ideologically? What happens when governments with contrasting
thought styles have to deal with each other? In this book Perri 6 presents a fresh, rigorous
explanatory theory of judgement, its varieties and its consequences, drawing upon Durkheim and
Douglas. He argues that policy makers will understand - and misunderstand - their problems and
choices in ways that reproduce their own social organisation. This theory is developed by using the
Cuban Missile Crisis of 1962 as an extended case study, examining the decision-making of the
Kennedy, Castro and Khrushchev regimes. Explaining Political Judgement is the first comprehensive
study to show what a neo-Durkheimian institutional approach can offer to political science and to the
social sciences generally.

constructing the political spectacle: Television and Political Advertising Frank Biocca,



2014-02-04 This volume represents one of the first major scholarly efforts to unravel the
psychological and symbolic processing of political advertising. Utilizing survey, experimental,
qualitative, and semiotic methodologies to study this phenomenon, the contributors to Television and
Political Advertising trace how political ads help to interpret the psychological reality of the
presidential campaign in the minds of millions of voters. A product of the National Political
Advertising Research Project, this interdisciplinary effort is valuable to researchers in advertising,
communication, and consumer psychology since it helps define future work on the relationship
between television, politics, and the mind of the voter. This volume, Television and Political
Advertising: Signs, Codes and Images, is the second of two, and covers such areas as Generating
Meaning in the Pursuit of Power, Analyses of the Meaning of Political Ads, The Campaign
Documentary as an Ad, and Regulating Signs and Images.

constructing the political spectacle: International Migration and Security Elspeth Guild,
Joanne van Selm, 2005-03-31 This book investigates value assessments regarding migrants in
Europe, the USA, Canada and Australia. While looking at issues such as security, human rights, legal
systems, identity, racism, welfare, health and labour.

constructing the political spectacle: Irony and Outrage Dannagal Goldthwaite Young,
2019-11-01 Irony and Outrage explores the aesthetics, underlying logics, and histories of two
seemingly distinct genres: liberal political satire and conservative talk radio. While the audiences for
conservative outrage and liberal satire come from opposing political ideologies, they both tend to
have high rates of political interest and knowledge, engagement, and a lack of trust in core
democratic institutions. While journalists and pundits have asked why there is no successful political
satire on the right and why there is no successful opinion talk on the left, this book turns that
question on its head. Perhaps opinion talk is the political satire of the right. Perhaps political satire
is the opinion programming of the left. They look and feel like two different animals because their
audiences are.. literally, two different animals.
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