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The Biggest Tank in History: A Journey Through Armored Giants

biggest tank in history is a fascinating topic that captures the imagination of military enthusiasts
and history buffs alike. When we think of tanks, images of powerful, armored vehicles dominating
the battlefield come to mind. But among these steel giants, some stand out not just for their
firepower but for their sheer size and engineering marvel. Let's dive deep into the history and
details of the largest tanks ever built and explore what made them so unique.

The Quest for the Biggest Tank in History

Throughout the 20th century, especially during the World Wars, nations competed fiercely to
develop tanks that could outmatch their enemies. Size often played a crucial role—not just for
intimidation but for mounting bigger guns, heavier armor, and more advanced technology. The title
of the biggest tank in history belongs to some extraordinary machines, each with its own story and
purpose.

The German Maus: The Heaviest Tank Ever Built

When discussing the biggest tank in history, the German Panzerkampfwagen VIII Maus inevitably
comes up. Developed during World War II, the Maus was a super-heavy tank designed by Germany
as a breakthrough weapon. Weighing in at around 188 tons, it remains the heaviest fully enclosed
armored fighting vehicle ever constructed.

Dimensions: The Maus measured roughly 10 meters in length, 3.7 meters in width, and 3.6
meters in height.

Armament: It boasted a powerful 128 mm main gun, accompanied by a coaxial 75 mm gun.

Armor: Its armor was incredibly thick, with some sections reaching up to 220 mm, making it
almost impervious to most anti-tank weapons of its time.

Despite its impressive specifications, the Maus was plagued by practical issues. Its massive weight
made it difficult to transport and limited its mobility. Only two prototypes were completed before the
war ended, and they never saw combat. Nonetheless, the Maus remains a symbol of engineering
ambition and the extremes of tank design.

Other Contenders: The Soviet T-35 and Beyond

Before the Maus, the Soviet Union experimented with multi-turreted tanks like the T-35. Although



not as heavy as the Maus, the T-35 was one of the largest tanks to see production during the
interwar period.

Weight: Approximately 45 tons

Multi-turret Design: It featured five turrets, each armed with a variety of weapons, ranging
from 76.2 mm cannons to machine guns.

Role: Intended as a breakthrough tank, the T-35 aimed to combine firepower and armor but
suffered from mechanical unreliability and poor mobility.

The concept of multi-turret tanks was eventually abandoned as it proved impractical, but the T-35
remains a fascinating chapter in the quest for the biggest tank in history.

Why Size Matters: The Pros and Cons of Giant Tanks

When considering the engineering behind the biggest tanks in history, size offers both advantages
and challenges.

Advantages of Massive Tanks

- Superior Armor Protection: Larger tanks can carry thicker armor, making them more resistant
to enemy fire.
- Enhanced Firepower: Bigger tanks can mount larger caliber guns and additional weaponry.
- Psychological Impact: The sheer size of these tanks could intimidate opponents on the
battlefield.

Challenges of Building and Operating Large Tanks

- Mobility Issues: Heavy weight often led to slow speeds and difficulty crossing bridges or rough
terrain.
- Logistical Nightmares: Transporting such massive vehicles required specialized equipment and
infrastructure.
- Mechanical Reliability: Complex systems and heavy loads increased the likelihood of
breakdowns.

These factors often limited the effectiveness of the biggest tanks in history, especially in fast-moving
combat scenarios.



The Evolution of Tank Design: From Giants to Agile
Warriors

While the largest tanks captured headlines, the trend in tank design gradually shifted toward a
balance between firepower, protection, and mobility. Post World War II, the focus moved to
developing main battle tanks (MBTs) that could perform multiple roles efficiently.

Modern Main Battle Tanks

Modern MBTs like the American M1 Abrams, Russian T-90, and German Leopard 2 weigh
considerably less than historic giants like the Maus but offer advanced firepower and technology.

Weight: Typically between 50-70 tons, striking a balance between armor and mobility.

Firepower: Equipped with high-velocity guns, often 120 mm or 125 mm smoothbore cannons.

Technology: Incorporate advanced targeting systems, composite armor, and powerful
engines.

This evolution reflects lessons learned from earlier attempts at creating the biggest tank in history,
highlighting the importance of versatility over sheer size.

Fascinating Facts About the Biggest Tank in History

Exploring the world of massive tanks reveals some intriguing tidbits that add depth to their story.

The Maus tank’s engine was so powerful that it required a specialized transmission system to
handle its weight.

The T-35’s multi-turret design was inspired by British Vickers A1E1 Independent tanks but
proved too complex for practical use.

Only two Maus tanks were ever completed, and one is currently displayed at the Kubinka Tank
Museum in Russia.

Many super-heavy tank projects were canceled due to shifting military strategies and the high
cost of production.

These facts underscore how the pursuit of the biggest tank in history was as much about innovation
as it was about the realities of warfare.



Why the Biggest Tank in History Remains a Subject of
Interest

The allure of the biggest tank in history goes beyond its physical dimensions. These armored
behemoths represent milestones in engineering, military strategy, and human ambition. They remind
us of a time when nations poured vast resources into creating weapons that could dominate
battlefields by sheer presence.

Moreover, studying these tanks provides insights into the balance between technology and
practicality, a lesson that continues to influence modern military vehicle design. Tank enthusiasts
and historians continue to marvel at these steel giants, appreciating both their grandeur and their
limitations.

Whether it’s the monumental Maus or the multi-turreted T-35, the story behind the biggest tank in
history is a captivating blend of creativity, power, and the pursuit of military dominance. These tanks
may no longer roam the battlefield, but their legacy endures in museums and the minds of those who
admire them.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the biggest tank in history?
The biggest tank in history is the German Panzerkampfwagen VIII Maus, which weighed around 188
tons.

When was the biggest tank in history developed?
The Maus tank was developed during World War II, with prototypes completed in 1944.

What were the main features of the largest tank ever built?
The Maus featured extremely heavy armor, a 128 mm main gun, and weighed approximately 188
tons, making it the heaviest fully enclosed armored fighting vehicle ever built.

Why was the biggest tank in history never used in combat?
The Maus was too heavy to be practical in combat, had limited mobility, and only two prototypes
were built before the war ended.

How does the biggest tank compare to modern tanks?
Modern tanks like the M1 Abrams weigh around 60 tons, much lighter than the Maus, focusing on
mobility and advanced technology rather than sheer size and armor.



Are there any surviving examples of the biggest tank in
history?
Yes, one of the two Maus prototypes survives and is displayed at the Kubinka Tank Museum in
Russia.

Additional Resources
Biggest Tank in History: An In-Depth Exploration of Colossal Armored Giants

biggest tank in history is a topic that captures the imagination of military historians, enthusiasts,
and defense analysts alike. Throughout the evolution of armored warfare, the quest for ever-larger,
more powerful tanks has been driven by the need to dominate battlefields, provide superior
protection, and deliver overwhelming firepower. While many tanks have made their mark due to
speed, stealth, or technological innovation, the sheer scale and weight of the largest tanks ever built
remain a testament to human engineering and military ambition.

This article delves into the fascinating world of the biggest tanks in history, examining their design
philosophies, technical specifications, operational contexts, and the reasons why some colossal
machines never made it beyond prototype stages. By exploring these armored behemoths, we gain
insight into the limits of tank development and the strategic considerations that shape military
hardware.

The Definition of the Biggest Tank in History

When discussing the biggest tank in history, size can be measured in several ways: weight,
dimensions (length, width, and height), or firepower. However, the most common metric is the
tank’s weight, generally measured in tons, as it directly affects mobility, armor thickness, and
logistical feasibility.

Most modern main battle tanks weigh between 40 and 70 tons. However, some historic tanks far
exceeded these figures, reaching weights over 100 tons. These exceptionally heavy tanks often
featured thick armor and large-caliber guns but faced significant challenges in terms of speed,
transportation, and mechanical reliability.

The Maus Tank: The Largest Operational Tank Ever Built

The German Panzerkampfwagen VIII Maus, developed during World War II, holds the undisputed
title of the biggest tank in history that was actually constructed and tested. Designed by Ferdinand
Porsche, the Maus was a super-heavy tank intended to break through heavily fortified defenses.

Weight: Approximately 188 metric tons

Dimensions: Length - 10.2 meters; Width - 3.7 meters; Height - 3.6 meters



Main Armament: 128 mm KwK 44 L/55 gun

Secondary Armament: 75 mm KwK 44 L/36.5 gun

Armor: Up to 240 mm thick, designed to withstand virtually any anti-tank weapon of its era

Despite its impressive specifications, the Maus tank’s enormous weight presented severe drawbacks.
Its speed was limited to a mere 13 km/h on roads, and it could barely cross bridges or traverse
rough terrain. Only two prototypes were built, and the tank never saw combat before the war ended.

Comparisons to Other Notably Large Tanks

While the Maus stands out as the heaviest tank ever produced, other historically significant large
tanks merit attention:

Landkreuzer P. 1000 Ratte: A German conceptual design during WWII, intended to weigh
an astonishing 1,000 tons. Never built, it remains a symbol of extreme military engineering
ambition.

Landkreuzer P. 1500 Monster: Another German design aimed at mounting a massive 1500
mm gun on a 1,500-ton chassis, also never realized.

T-28 Super Heavy Tank: A Soviet tank developed in the 1930s, weighing around 95 tons with
multiple turrets, designed to support infantry breakthroughs.

KV-5: A Soviet project for a super-heavy breakthrough tank, weighing approximately 100 tons,
which never progressed beyond the prototype stage.

These examples illustrate how the pursuit of the biggest tank in history was often tempered by
practical realities such as mobility, manufacturing complexity, and battlefield requirements.

Engineering Challenges of Building the Biggest Tanks

Constructing the biggest tanks in history involves overcoming immense engineering hurdles. As
tanks become heavier and larger, several critical factors come into play:

Mobility and Powertrain Limitations

Heavy tanks require powerful engines to achieve acceptable speeds and maneuverability. However,
the technology of the early to mid-20th century limited engine power-to-weight ratios. For instance,
the Maus used a 1,200-horsepower engine, yet could barely reach 13 km/h. Modern engines offer



better performance, but extremely heavy tanks still struggle with mobility, especially in rough
terrain.

Structural Integrity and Armor

Thicker armor increases weight exponentially, making structural design complex. The biggest tanks
needed robust suspension systems to support the heavy armor while maintaining track stability. The
Maus’s suspension, for example, was designed to handle the tank’s immense mass but was
mechanically complicated and prone to breakdowns.

Logistical and Operational Constraints

Transporting super-heavy tanks posed logistical nightmares. Bridges often couldn’t support their
weight, and rail transport was limited by tunnel and track dimensions. This restricted the
deployment of the biggest tanks, reducing their battlefield utility.

Moreover, the fuel consumption of such massive machines was enormous, complicating supply lines
and operational endurance.

Strategic Implications and Battlefield Use

Despite their impressive firepower and armor, the biggest tanks in history often found limited use
due to their drawbacks. The Maus, for instance, was never deployed in combat, and its size made it
vulnerable to air attacks and artillery if it became immobilized.

Strategically, the trend in tank design shifted towards balanced main battle tanks that optimize
firepower, protection, and mobility rather than sheer size. This approach improved battlefield
adaptability and logistical efficiency, contributing to the decline of super-heavy tank projects.

Modern Perspectives on Tank Size

Today’s main battle tanks, such as the American M1 Abrams or the Russian T-14 Armata, weigh
around 60 to 70 tons, balancing armor protection and firepower with speed and maneuverability.
Advances in materials science and weaponry have allowed for better protection without the need for
extreme mass.

The lessons learned from the biggest tanks in history continue to influence tank development,
underscoring the importance of operational practicality over mere size.



Legacy and Cultural Impact

The biggest tank in history, particularly the Maus, has become an icon within military history and
popular culture. Its imposing dimensions symbolize the extremes of wartime engineering ambition
and the challenges of armored warfare.

Military museums and preservation societies have restored surviving prototypes, offering
enthusiasts and researchers rare opportunities to study these mechanical giants firsthand. These
tanks serve as reminders of an era when technological prowess was put to the ultimate test on the
battlefield.

The legacy of the biggest tanks also informs contemporary debates about armored vehicle design,
highlighting the trade-offs between protection, firepower, and mobility that remain central to
modern military strategy.

Through this exploration, it becomes evident that while bigger is often perceived as better, the
history of tank development tells a more nuanced story—one where balance and adaptability
ultimately define success on the battlefield.

Biggest Tank In History

  biggest tank in history: End the Biggest Educational and Intellectual Blunder in History
Norman W. Edmund, 2005 This book discusses misunderstandings related to the scientific method of
creative problem solving and decision-making. The author has conducted extensive research in this
field for more than 15 years and shows that the misunderstandings have created great harms in the
educational field and in most other fields. This book will be important reading for all those interested
in better education, better thinking, and a better society.
  biggest tank in history: Big History DK, 2022-05-03 From the formation of the Universe to
today, countless major events have changed the course of life on Earth. Aligned with the online Big
History Project supported by Bill Gates, Big History puts a wide-angle lens on 13.8 billion years of
remarkable history and shows you how and why we got where we are today. With stunning visual
timelines and special CGI reconstructions, you can see history's greatest events. Look back to our
origins in the stars, explore everything from the birth of the Sun to modern technology, and see what
the future holds for humans. Weaving together multiple disciplines including physics and sociology,
and with a foreword by TED speaker Professor David Christian, Big History is a truly unique look at
the history of the world.
  biggest tank in history: History of the Big Bonanza William Wright, 1876
  biggest tank in history: History of the Big Bonanza, an Authentic Account of the
Discovery, History, and Working of the World Renowned Comstock Silver Lode of Nevada
William Wright, 1876
  biggest tank in history: The History Buff's Guide to World War II Thomas R. Flagel,
2012-08-01 Did you know that neither Hitler nor Stalin graduated from high school? Or that the
Allies often employed teenage girls as spies? In The History Buff's Guide to World War II, Thomas R.
Flagel leaves no stone unturned as he presents dozens of top ten lists that examine the politics,
leaders, and battles of the Second World War. From Hitler to Stalin, battleground to home front,
Flagel's compelling analysis and attention to often-overlooked information ensures a surprise on
every page for even the most dedicated World War II buff. This fresh, impossible-to-put-down book
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puts a new perspective on one of the most heavily researched wars of all time and is sue to enthrall
expert and amateur historians alike. Do You Think You Know World War II? Top Ten Speeches Top
Ten Causes of Military Deaths Top Ten Most Popular Myths and Misconceptions Top Ten Forms of
Resistance Top Ten Military Blunders
  biggest tank in history: History of the Big Bonanza: An Account of Nevad's Silver Rush Dan de
Quille, The bare mention of a mine of silver calls up in most minds visions of glittering wealth and a
world of romantic situations and associations. All no doubt have read the story of the Indian hunter,
Diego Hualca, who, in the year 1545, discovered the world-famous silver-mine of Potosi, Peru. How,
while climbing up the face of a steep mountain in pursuit of a wild goat, this fortunate hunter laid
hold upon a bush, in order to pull himself up over a steep ledge of rocks, and how the bush was torn
out by the roots, when lo! wonderful store of wealth was laid bare. In the roots of the upturned bush,
and in the soil of the spot whence it was torn, the eyes of the lone Indian hunter beheld masses of
glittering silver. Having all our lives had in mind this romantic story, and having a thousand times
pictured to ourselves the great, shining lumps of native silver, as they lay exposed in the black soil
before that Indian, who stood alone in a far-away place on the wild mountain, we are apt to imagine
that something of the same kind is to be seen wherever a silver-mine exists. Besides, we have all
heard the stories told by the old settlers of the Atlantic States in regard to the wonderful mines of
silver known to the Indians in early days. Hardly a State in the Union but has its legend of a
silver-mine known to the red-men when they inhabited the country. This mine was pretty much the
same in every State and in every region. Upon the removal of a large flat stone an opening
resembling the mouth of a cavern was seen. Entering this, you found yourself in a great crevice in
the rocks, and the sides of this crevice were lined with silver, which you forthwith proceeded to hew
and chip off with a hatchet kindly furnished you by your Indian guide. You worked rapidly, as,
according to contract, you had but a limited time to remain in the mine. When the Indian at your
side announced your time up, the tomahawk was taken from your hand, even though you might have
an immense mass detached, save a mere clinging thread. Only men who had saved the life of some
Indian of renown were ever led to these silver caverns and they were invariably obliged to submit to
be blindfolded, so that none of them were ever able to find their way back to the mines they had
been shown. These and kindred stories have placed masses of native silver, and deposits of rich ores
of silver very near to the surface of the ground, in the popular mind. No doubt there are many places
in the world where native silver exists almost upon the present surface, as was the case in the Potosi
mine, in Peru, and as was the case with the rich deposit of silver ore first found on the Comstock
lode, but those who visit the present mines of the Comstock will find little in them that at all agrees
with their preconceived notions of silver-mines. On the surface they will find nothing that is
glittering, nothing that is at all romantic. The soil looks much the same as in any other mountainous
region, and the rocks seem to have a very ordinary look to the inexperienced eye. The general hue of
the hills is a yellowish-brown, and all about through the rents in the ashen-hued sagebrush which
clothes the country, peep jagged piles of granite—the bones of the land, showing through its rags.
  biggest tank in history: History of Buffalo and Erie County, 1914-1919 Daniel J. Sweeney,
1920
  biggest tank in history: Tank Battles of the Cold War, 1948–1991 Anthony Tucker-Jones,
2021-06-30 As Anthony Tucker-Jones shows in this highly illustrated, wide-ranging history, for most
of the Cold War the tank retained its pre-eminence on the battlefield. The Arab-Israeli wars
witnessed some of the biggest tank battles of all time, and tanks played key roles in conflicts in
Korea, Vietnam and Afghanistan as well as in the Iran-Iraq War and the wars fought between India
and Pakistan. But then in the mid-1960s anti-tank weapons became ever deadlier and the
Mechanised Infantry Fighting Vehicle (MIFV), which was designed to support infantry and fight
tanks, emerged and the heyday of the tank was over. Chapters cover each major phase in the
evolution of the tank and of tank warfare during the period, from the battles fought in the late 1940s
and 1950s with Second World War armoured vehicles like the T-34 and the Sherman, through to the
designs common in the 1960s and 1970s like the T-55, Centurion, Challenger and M60 Patton, to the



confrontation between the M1 Abrams and the T-72 during the Gulf War in 1991. Technical and
design developments are important elements throughout the story, but so are dramatic changes in
tactics and armaments which mean the tank has an increasingly uncertain role in modern warfare.
  biggest tank in history: History of the Big Bonanza Mark Twain, One easily gets a
surface-knowledge of any remote country, through the writings of travelers. The inner life of such a
country is not very often presented to the reader. The outside of a strange house is interesting, but
the people, the life, and the furniture inside, are far more so. Nevada is peculiarly a surface-known
country, for no one has written of that land who had lived long there and made himself competent to
furnish an inside view to the public. I think the present volume supplies this defect in an eminently
satisfactory way. The writer of it has spent sixteen years in the heart of the silver-mining region, as
one of the editors of the principal daily newspaper of Nevada; he is thoroughly acquainted with his
subject, and wields a practiced pen. He is a gentleman of character and reliability.
  biggest tank in history: Visual History of World Military Machines Major Alex Harris UK Army
Air Corps, JJ Molloy, Lieutenant Joshua S. Bettis US Navy, Lieutenant Commander Josh Denning US
Navy, 2023-08-15 Discover the incredible combat machines that have graced the skies, land, and sea
of the world's most famous conflicts. A fascinating account of the history and development of dozens
of legendary military vehicles -- from the German Tiger tanks of the Second World War and the
nuclear-powered submarine to the high-tech fighter jets of today and the military technology of the
future -- Visual History of Combat Machines details the facts and figures of these incredible
machines. Featuring complete breakdowns of the technology that makes these tanks, choppers, and
battleships the best of the best, this guide spans the last 100 years of warfare and how it's evolved.
Filled with informative and fascinating articles written by leading historians, scholars, and other
military history experts, as well as high-quality photography and illustrations, this action-packed
book is a must-have for any history buff!
  biggest tank in history: World History, Volume 2: from 1400 Ann Kordas, Ryan J. Lynch,
Brooke Nelson, Julie Tatlock, 2023-03-29 World History, Volume 2: from 1400 is designed to meet
the scope and sequence of a world history course from 1400 offered at both two-year and four-year
institutions. Suitable for both majors and non majors World History, Volume 2: from 1400 introduces
students to a global perspective of history couched in an engaging narrative. Concepts and
assessments help students think critically about the issues they encounter so they can broaden their
perspective of global history. A special effort has been made to introduce and juxtapose people’s
experiences of history for a rich and nuanced discussion. Primary source material represents the
cultures being discussed from a firsthand perspective whenever possible. World History, Volume 2:
from 1400 also includes the work of diverse and underrepresented scholars to ensure a full range of
perspectives. This is an adaptation of World History, Volume 2: from 1400 by OpenStax. You can
access the textbook as pdf for free at openstax.org. Minor editorial changes were made to ensure a
better ebook reading experience. This is an open educational resources (OER) textbook for
university and college students. Textbook content produced by OpenStax is licensed under a
Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License.
  biggest tank in history: Big Wars John Storey, 2021-09-01 World War II was the biggest and
most destructive war in history. For two centuries wars had grown ever larger, with the use of more
terrible weapons and rising casualties, culminating in the cataclysmic global events of 1939–45. And
then, quite suddenly, large international wars have all but disappeared. What caused wars to grow in
size to such an extent and then shrink so precipitously? Is this a permanent state of affairs or could
big wars make a comeback? Lawyer and historian John P Storey explores these questions by looking
at the evolution of military technology and tactics over the long history of warfare. From ancient
bronze spears and chariots to World War II tanks and warplanes, from the nuclear weapons of the
Cold War to the drones and robotics of the future, the changes in our methods of waging war has
had, and will continue to have, a major impact on their size and destructiveness. The sobering
conclusion Storey makes is that, based on past trends and the weapons in the pipeline for the future,
there is a much higher risk of there being much bigger wars in the coming decades.



  biggest tank in history: The History of Gragorgix Derek Trevor Rowswell, 2015-02-23 A
fictional planet of three countries, developing from the Cave Man era through to a civilization,
capable of firing objects into orbit around the planet, for future readers. When this book was written,
some of the technology (suggested) did not exist.
  biggest tank in history: History of Company A United States. Army. Airborne Division, 82nd,
1919
  biggest tank in history: Essential Modern World History Steven Waugh, 2001 The causes of
World War I (1) - International relations, 1918-1939 - World War II (2) - Early Cold War, 1945-1950 -
Cold War, 1950-1963 - Later Cold War, 1964-1991 - Germany, 1918-1945 - Russia, 1905-1941 - USA,
1919-1941 - Britain, 1905-1951 - China, 1911-1990.
  biggest tank in history: An Illustrated History of the Big Bend Country Richard F. Steele,
1904
  biggest tank in history: The New Natural History John Arthur Thomson, 1926
  biggest tank in history: Journal of Indian History , 1926
  biggest tank in history: Mastering Twentieth-Century Russian History Norman Lowe,
2020-08-29 Mastering Twentieth Century Russian History presents a vivid and informative account
of the events which befell the Russian people during the course of the twentieth century. - Explores
the major developments of the last century, from the revolution of 1905, to the First and Second
World Wars, to the Cold War and the rise and fall of the USSR - Examines key figures and their
actions - from Nicholas II, Lenin, Trotsky, Stalin, Khrushchev, Brezhnev, Gorbachev and Yeltsin to
Putin - Deals with events right up to 2000, enabling the Soviet experiment to be placed in context a
decade after its collapse - Incorporates the latest research from British, American and Russian
historians, examining key controversies and debates - Includes primary source material, maps,
photographs, posters and a full chronology of events This text is the ideal companion for anyone
seeking a clear yet detailed introduction to the fascinating events of twentieth century Russian
history.
  biggest tank in history: The Influence of Air Power Upon History Walter J. Boyne,
2003-05-31 “A comprehensive, balanced overview of war in the air” from a world-renowned
authority on aviation history and New York Times–bestselling author (Booklist). The Influence of Air
Power Upon History makes a startlingly new analysis of the far-reaching implications flight has had
on warfare, politics, diplomacy, technology, and mass culture. Author Walter Boyne examines the
application of air power from the very earliest days of the balloon down to the current era of space
warfare and postulates some new and controversial theories that are certain to arouse comment.
Where Alfred Thayer Mahan’s classic work, The Influence of Sea Power Upon History, catalogues
the elements that made naval prowess a determinant of a nation’s strength, The Influence of Air
Power Upon History traces the development of air-power philosophy by examining the theory and
practice of air power as it is exercised in both war and peace. The author unerringly depicts the
contributions made by the people and planes of each era, some of them famous, some virtually
unknown, but all vitally important. He highlights the critical competence of individuals at every step
of the way, comparing the works of Guilio Douhet, William Mitchell, John Warden, and others
philosophically, even as he compares the combat capabilities of leaders such as Hugh Trenchard,
Bomber Harris, Herman Goering, Curtis LeMay, and Henry Hap Arnold. Boyne’s views on World War
II bombings and air power in the Vietnam War will please many readers—and perhaps shock many
others. The Influence of Air Power Upon History is an important book for the public and for the
military and is destined to be hotly debated for years to come.
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