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What Was the Vietnam War About: A Deep Dive Into History’s Complex Conflict

what was the vietnam war about is a question that often arises when exploring
one of the most significant and controversial conflicts of the 20th century.
The Vietnam War was not just a military confrontation; it was a complex
struggle involving ideologies, colonial legacies, Cold War dynamics, and
profound impacts on society and politics. Understanding what the Vietnam War
was about requires unraveling its origins, the key players involved, and the
broader implications that still echo today.

The Origins of the Vietnam War

To grasp what the Vietnam War was about, we need to start with its roots. The
conflict’s origins can be traced back to Vietnam’s struggle for independence
from French colonial rule. After World War II, nationalist movements surged
across Asia, and Vietnam was no exception. The Vietnamese, led by the
communist revolutionary Ho Chi Minh and his Viet Minh forces, sought to end
French domination and establish an independent nation.

French Colonialism and Vietnamese Nationalism

For nearly a century, Vietnam was part of French Indochina, a colonial
territory exploited for resources and strategic advantage. The brutal
colonial regime sparked resentment and resistance among the Vietnamese
people. After the Japanese occupation during World War II, Ho Chi Minh
declared Vietnam’s independence in 1945, inspired by both nationalist and
communist ideals.

However, the French were unwilling to relinquish control, leading to the
First Indochina War (1946–1954). The Vietnamese victory at Dien Bien Phu
forced France to withdraw, resulting in the Geneva Accords, which temporarily
divided Vietnam at the 17th parallel into North and South Vietnam.

What Was the Vietnam War About? The Cold War
Context

The Vietnam War cannot be understood without considering the global
backdrop—the Cold War. The division of Vietnam into a communist North, led by
Ho Chi Minh, and a non-communist South, backed by the United States and its
allies, was a direct reflection of the ideological battle between communism
and capitalism.

The Domino Theory and U.S. Involvement

The United States saw the Vietnam War as a crucial front in preventing the
spread of communism throughout Southeast Asia. This idea was encapsulated in



the “Domino Theory,” which suggested that if one country fell to communism,
neighboring countries would follow. Thus, what was the Vietnam War about from
the American perspective was largely about containment—stopping the expansion
of Soviet and Chinese influence.

American involvement escalated throughout the 1960s, with troop deployments
reaching over half a million at the war’s peak. The U.S. supported South
Vietnam with military aid, strategic bombing campaigns, and direct combat
operations, aiming to prop up the government against the communist-led Viet
Cong insurgency.

The Nature of the Conflict: Guerrilla Warfare
and the Viet Cong

One of the defining features of the Vietnam War was the type of warfare
fought on its soil. Unlike conventional battles seen in earlier conflicts,
much of the Vietnam War was characterized by guerrilla warfare, ambushes, and
a highly mobile enemy.

Who Were the Viet Cong?

The Viet Cong, or the National Liberation Front, were communist insurgents in
South Vietnam fighting against the South Vietnamese government and American
forces. Their tactics capitalized on intimate knowledge of the terrain,
support from local populations, and hit-and-run attacks, making them a
formidable opponent despite often being outgunned.

The dense jungles, tunnels, and rural villages of Vietnam became both
battlegrounds and sanctuaries for the Viet Cong, complicating U.S. military
efforts. This guerrilla warfare approach is a key aspect of understanding
what the Vietnam War was about—it was as much a battle of hearts and minds as
it was about military supremacy.

Social and Political Dimensions of the Vietnam
War

Beyond the battlefield, the Vietnam War was deeply intertwined with social
and political upheaval, both within Vietnam and internationally.

Impact on Vietnamese Society

Vietnamese civilians bore the brunt of the conflict. The war caused
widespread devastation, displacing millions and causing significant
casualties. Policies like the U.S. “Strategic Hamlet Program” attempted to
isolate rural populations from the Viet Cong but often alienated villagers.

Chemical agents such as Agent Orange caused lasting environmental damage and
health issues. The war also deepened divisions within Vietnam, between those
supporting the communist North and those aligned with the South.



Anti-War Movement and Global Repercussions

In the United States and around the world, the Vietnam War sparked massive
protests and social movements. Images of the war’s brutality broadcast into
living rooms fueled public outrage and skepticism about government policies.
The draft, controversial military tactics, and the high cost in American
lives led to growing demands for withdrawal.

This social unrest highlights another facet of what the Vietnam War was
about: it became a catalyst for change in attitudes toward government, war,
and civil rights. The war’s unpopularity influenced U.S. foreign policy for
decades, fostering a more cautious approach often referred to as the “Vietnam
Syndrome.”

The Legacy of the Vietnam War

Understanding what the Vietnam War was about also means recognizing its
lasting legacy. The war officially ended in 1975 with the fall of Saigon and
the reunification of Vietnam under communist rule. But the consequences
extended far beyond the battlefield.

Reunification and Reconstruction

Post-war Vietnam faced enormous challenges in rebuilding infrastructure,
healing social wounds, and integrating the North and South. The war’s
destruction left economic hardships and political repression, but Vietnam
eventually embarked on economic reforms and opened up to international trade.

Lessons for Modern Conflicts

The Vietnam War has been studied extensively as a cautionary tale about
foreign intervention, the limits of military power, and the importance of
understanding local contexts in conflict zones. Its lessons continue to
inform military strategy, diplomacy, and humanitarian efforts worldwide.

Exploring what the Vietnam War was about reveals a multifaceted conflict
shaped by a mix of colonial history, ideological rivalry, complex warfare,
and profound human suffering. It stands as a reminder of how global politics
and local realities can collide with far-reaching consequences.

Frequently Asked Questions

What was the main cause of the Vietnam War?

The Vietnam War was primarily caused by the conflict between communist North
Vietnam, supported by its allies, and the government of South Vietnam, backed
by the United States, over the control and political future of Vietnam.



When did the Vietnam War take place?

The Vietnam War lasted from November 1, 1955, to April 30, 1975.

Why did the United States get involved in the Vietnam
War?

The United States got involved to prevent the spread of communism in
Southeast Asia, following the Domino Theory, which suggested that if one
country fell to communism, neighboring countries would follow.

What were the main outcomes of the Vietnam War?

The main outcome was the reunification of Vietnam under communist control
after North Vietnam's victory, significant casualties, and widespread
devastation in Vietnam, as well as lasting political and social effects in
the US.

How did the Vietnam War impact global politics?

The Vietnam War influenced Cold War dynamics, led to changes in US foreign
policy, increased skepticism about military interventions, and affected
relations between major powers like the US, USSR, and China.

Additional Resources
Vietnam War Explained: Unraveling the Complexities of a Pivotal Conflict

what was the vietnam war about is a question that invites a deep dive into
one of the most complex and contested conflicts of the 20th century. The
Vietnam War, spanning roughly from 1955 to 1975, was not merely a localized
military engagement but a multifaceted struggle involving ideology, colonial
legacies, and Cold War geopolitics. Understanding the war’s origins, key
players, and consequences requires dissecting the intricate interplay between
nationalism, communism, and superpower rivalry.

Historical Context and Origins

The roots of the Vietnam War trace back to the decline of French colonialism
in Indochina. After World War II, Vietnam sought independence from French
rule, spearheaded by the communist-led Viet Minh under Ho Chi Minh. The First
Indochina War (1946–1954) culminated in the French defeat at Dien Bien Phu,
leading to the Geneva Accords. These accords temporarily divided Vietnam at
the 17th parallel into the communist North and the anti-communist South,
setting the stage for future conflict.

The division was not simply territorial but ideological. The North, under Ho
Chi Minh and the Democratic Republic of Vietnam, embraced communism with
support from the Soviet Union and China. Conversely, the South, governed by
the Republic of Vietnam, received backing from the United States and other
Western allies who sought to contain the spread of communism in Southeast
Asia—a key aspect of the broader Cold War strategy.



The Core of the Conflict: Ideology and
Geopolitics

At its heart, the Vietnam War was a proxy battleground between the communist
and capitalist blocs. The U.S. involvement was driven by the Domino Theory,
which posited that the fall of South Vietnam to communism would trigger the
spread of communist regimes across Southeast Asia. This belief underscored
American foreign policy throughout the 1950s and 1960s, resulting in
extensive military and economic support to the South Vietnamese government.

North Vietnam vs. South Vietnam

The North Vietnamese government, supported by the Viet Cong insurgency in the
South, sought reunification under a communist regime. The Viet Cong, formally
the National Liberation Front (NLF), was a guerrilla force that leveraged
local support and unconventional tactics against both the South Vietnamese
army and American forces.

In contrast, the South Vietnamese government struggled with political
instability, corruption, and limited popular support, factors that
complicated U.S. efforts to establish a viable non-communist state. This
internal weakness, combined with the resilience and strategic use of
guerrilla warfare by communist forces, prolonged the conflict and increased
its complexity.

Escalation and Key Phases of the War

U.S. involvement escalated dramatically after the Gulf of Tonkin Incident in
1964, which led to the Gulf of Tonkin Resolution authorizing President Lyndon
B. Johnson to increase American military presence without a formal
declaration of war. By 1968, over half a million U.S. troops were deployed in
Vietnam.

The Tet Offensive and Shifts in Public Perception

One of the war’s turning points was the Tet Offensive in 1968, a coordinated
series of attacks by the North Vietnamese and Viet Cong on major South
Vietnamese cities. Although militarily repelled, the offensive shocked the
American public and media, revealing that the enemy remained capable of
significant operations despite U.S. claims of progress.

This shift in public opinion fueled anti-war movements across the United
States and other Western countries, putting pressure on policymakers and
ultimately influencing the decision to begin withdrawing U.S. forces.

Military Strategies and Challenges

The Vietnam War featured a complex mix of conventional warfare, guerrilla



tactics, and psychological operations. The dense jungles and unfamiliar
terrain favored the Viet Cong’s hit-and-run tactics and ambushes, challenging
conventional U.S. military superiority.

Use of Technology and Chemical Agents

The U.S. military employed advanced technology such as helicopters for rapid
troop movement, napalm, and the herbicide Agent Orange to defoliate forest
cover used by enemy forces. These tactics, while tactically innovative, had
long-lasting environmental and health consequences for the Vietnamese
population and veterans alike.

Challenges of Counterinsurgency

Efforts to win “hearts and minds” through pacification programs often fell
short amid widespread corruption and mistrust. The inability to establish
effective governance in rural areas allowed the Viet Cong to maintain
influence, undermining South Vietnam’s stability.

International Dimensions and Cold War Dynamics

Vietnam was a crucial front in the Cold War, drawing in support from global
powers. The Soviet Union and China provided military aid, advisors, and
logistical support to North Vietnam, while the United States, Australia,
South Korea, and others backed the South.

Diplomatic Efforts and Peace Talks

Throughout the late 1960s and early 1970s, various peace initiatives aimed to
end the conflict, culminating in the Paris Peace Accords of 1973. These
agreements led to the withdrawal of U.S. troops but failed to stop fighting
between North and South Vietnam.

The War’s Aftermath and Legacy

The war ended in 1975 with the fall of Saigon and reunification under
communist rule. The human cost was staggering: estimates suggest over 2
million Vietnamese civilians and 1.1 million North Vietnamese and Viet Cong
fighters died, alongside approximately 200,000 to 250,000 South Vietnamese
soldiers and over 58,000 U.S. military personnel.

The Vietnam War left profound scars on Vietnamese society and American
consciousness. It exposed the limits of military power in achieving political
goals and sparked debates about interventionism, media influence, and
veterans’ welfare that continue to resonate.



Impact on U.S. Foreign Policy

Post-Vietnam, the United States adopted a more cautious approach to military
interventions, known as the “Vietnam Syndrome.” This shift influenced
subsequent conflicts and diplomatic strategies, emphasizing coalition-
building and clearer objectives.

Vietnam Today

Modern Vietnam has transformed economically and politically, moving towards
market reforms while maintaining a one-party system. The war’s legacy remains
visible in memorials, education, and ongoing efforts to address the
environmental and health effects of wartime chemicals.

Exploring what was the vietnam war about reveals a conflict shaped by
competing visions of governance, sovereignty, and global influence. Its
complexity defies simplistic narratives, inviting continuous examination of
how ideology, nationalism, and international politics intertwine in shaping
history.

What Was The Vietnam War About

  what was the vietnam war about: What Was the Vietnam War? Jim O'Connor, Who HQ,
2019-05-07 Learn how the United States ended up fighting for twenty years in a remote country on
the other side of the world. The Vietnam War was as much a part of the tumultuous Sixties as Flower
Power and the Civil Rights Movement. Five US presidents were convinced that American troops
could end a war in the small, divided country of Vietnam and stop Communism from spreading in
Southeast Asia. But they were wrong, and the result was the death of 58,000 American troops.
Presenting all sides of a complicated and tragic chapter in recent history, Jim O'Connor explains why
the US got involved, what the human cost was, and how defeat in Vietnam left a lasting scar on
America.
  what was the vietnam war about: Vietnam War Martin Gitlin, 2014-09-01 This book explores
the causes of and events leading to the Vietnam War. Easy-to-read, engaging text discusses major
battles and key figures of the war and the technology and weapons used during the war. Through
primary source quotes, readers will discover the experiences of soldiers and people on the home
front. Readers will learn what impact the Vietnam War had on US history and the country?s
development. Oversized photographs and informative sidebars enhance and support the text.
Features include a timeline, facts page, glossary, bibliography, source notes, and an index. Aligned
to Common Core Standards and correlated to state standards. Essential Library is an imprint of
ABDO Publishing Company.
  what was the vietnam war about: A Short History of the Vietnam War DK, 2021-05-04 A
gripping and informative visual guide to one of the bloodiest conflicts in US and world history
Journey through the Vietnam War; exploring detailed accounts of the men and women that were
there. Explore their stories of struggle, sacrifice, and bravery through the iconic events that defined
this conflict. This visual guide is the perfect read for any military history enthusiast. Inside the pages
of this retelling of America's bloodiest conflict, you'll discover: - A vivid, moving, and informative
read, written in an engaging style - Offers a clear and compelling account of the conflict, in short,
self-contained events from the Battle of Ia Drang to the Tet Offensive and The Khmer Rouge
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Biography spreads highlight major military and political figures - Features on everyday life in the
war offering additional context - Stunning image spreads display weapons, spy gear, and other
equipment that defined the war - Maps and feature boxes provide additional information on major
events during the conflict A carefully constructed, in-depth guide to Vietnam This definitive history
of the Vietnam War was written in conjunction with the Smithsonian. SI A Short History of the
Vietnam War showcases every aspect of the fighting and the wider political landscape from both the
side of the Viet Cong and the US military. Compelling text, diagrams, and maps show exactly how
decisive moments and battles unfolded to help the reader to visualize the conflict. Eyewitness
accounts and iconic photographs bring events to life - from the creation of the Ho Chi Minh Trail to
Operation Passage to Freedom and the evacuation of the US embassy in Saigon. From weapons and
aircraft to armored vehicles and spy gear, explore the machinery used in the war through
breathtaking photography. Lastly, biographical entries give a fuller insight into the minds of key
figures and the decisions they made and include Henry Kissinger, President Nixon, Pol Pot, and
more. More in the series Combining expert historical insight, eyewitness accounts, and archive
photography, A Short History series seeks to summarise key historical events and provide a wider
context to what was happening around these events. Titles include SI A Short History of World War
II, SI A Short History of the American Civil War, and SI A Short History of Flying and are the perfect
addition to any history enthusiast's library.
  what was the vietnam war about: The Vietnam War Mark Atwood Lawrence, 2010-08-27
Hailed as a pithy and compelling account of an intensely relevant topic (Kirkus Reviews), this
wide-ranging volume offers a superb account of a key moment in modern U.S. and world history.
Drawing upon the latest research in archives in China, Russia, and Vietnam, Mark Lawrence creates
an extraordinary, panoramic view of all sides of the war. His narrative begins well before American
forces set foot in Vietnam, delving into French colonialism's contribution to the 1945 Vietnamese
revolution, and revealing how the Cold War concerns of the 1950s led the United States to back the
French. The heart of the book covers the American war, ranging from the overthrow of Ngo Dinh
Diem and the impact of the Tet Offensive to Nixon's expansion of the war into Cambodia and Laos,
and the final peace agreement of 1973. Finally, Lawrence examines the aftermath of the war, from
the momentous liberalization--Doi Moi--in Vietnam to the enduring legacy of this infamous war in
American books, films, and political debate.
  what was the vietnam war about: The Vietnam War Jayne Susan Werner, Luu Doan Huynh,
1993-03-31 In addition to Jayne Werner and Luu Doan Huynh, the contributors are Mark Bradley,
William Duiker, David Elliott, Kristin Pelzer, George Vickers, James Harrison, George Herring,
Ronald Spector, Paul Joseph, Jeffrey Clarke, Ngo Vinh Long, Benedict Kiernan, Marilyn Young, David
Hung, Keith Taylor, and Tran Van Tra.
  what was the vietnam war about: The Vietnam Wars Kevin Ruane, 2000 The main premise
The Vietnam Wars is that Vietnam experienced not one but several over-lapping and often
inter-dependent wars. This lively new source book chronicles the history of one of the bloodiest and
most controversial conflicts of the twentieth century, beginning with the birth of the Vietnamese
communist party in 1930 and ending with the triumph of the Vietnamese revolution in 1975.
Through a series of short essays, but most especially through the documents themselves, the book
illustrates and illuminates both the conflict and the main historical debates about its origins, course
and consequences.
  what was the vietnam war about: A Companion to the Vietnam War Marilyn B. Young,
Robert Buzzanco, 2008-04-15 A Companion to the Vietnam War contains twenty-four definitive
essays on America's longest and most divisive foreign conflict. It represents the best current
scholarship on this controversial and influential episode in modern American history. Highlights
issues of nationalism, culture, gender, and race. Covers the breadth of Vietnam War history,
including American war policies, the Vietnamese perspective, the antiwar movement, and the
American home front. Surveys and evaluates the best scholarship on every important era and topic.
Includes a select bibliography to guide further research.



  what was the vietnam war about: The Vietnam War James Edward Westheider, 2007-09-30
The Vietnam War was different from most previous U.S. wars of the twentieth century. It was an
undeclared and limited war. The draft to supply the soldiers and serious problems in the Selective
Service system meant that the burden of the war was carried disproportionately by minorities and
working class whites, many of whom did not want to serve. While many Americans saw service in
Vietnam as their patriotic duty, others opposed the war. This is the story of the men and women who
served in that war, whether overseas in active combat or in support roles in Viet Nam and stateside.
  what was the vietnam war about: America, the Vietnam War, and the World Andreas W.
Daum, Lloyd C. Gardner, Wilfried Mausbach, 2003-07-14 Publisher's description: This book presents
new perspectives on the Vietnam War, its global repercussions, and the role of this war in modern
history. The volume reveals 'America's War' as an international event that reverberated all over the
world: in domestic settings of numerous nation-states, combatants and non-combatants alike, as well
as in transnational relations and alliance systems. The volume thereby covers a wide geographical
range-from Berkeley and Berlin to Cambodia and Canberra. The essays address political, military,
and diplomatic issues no less than cultural and intellectual consequences of 'Vietnam'. The authors
also set the Vietnam War in comparison to other major conflicts in world history; they cover over
three centuries, and develop general insights into the tragedies and trajectories of military conflicts
as phenomena of modern societies in general. For the first time, 'America's War' is thus depicted as
a truly global event whose origins and characteristics deserve an interdisciplinary treatment.
  what was the vietnam war about: The Origins of the Vietnam War A. Short, 2014-06-11 This
study examines the origins of the Vietnam War itself, going back to the nature of French colonial
rule in the early 20th century. It investigates the original conflict between France, as well as the
United States, and the forces of Vietnamese nationalism and communism. It argues that it was
probably a mistake for the United States to internationalize the war in 1954 and it discusses the
American commitment to the war, directed as much against China as against North Vietnam and the
ideological hostility to communism.
  what was the vietnam war about: The Vietnam War Mitchell K. Hall, 2014-07-22 The Vietnam
War examines the conflict from its origins through to 1975 and North Vietnam’s victory. This new
revised edition is completely up-to-date with current academic debates and includes new source
material. Mitchell Hall explores all the key elements of the conflict, including: · US motivations for
entering the war and the military strategies employed · The role of the media · The rise of domestic
opposition · The war’s impact in the US and Vietnam. Mitchell Hall provides numerous insights into
the political decisions of the Vietnamese communists, and Vietnam’s relations with other major
powers, particularly China and the Soviet Union. The main text is supported by a comprehensive
documents section, and a range of study tools, including a Chronology of events, Who's Who, a
Glossary of terms and a Further Reading section. Concise yet thorough, the book provides students
with an accessible and stimulating introduction to the war.
  what was the vietnam war about: The Vietnam War DK, 2017-04-04 The Vietnam War remains
one of the most heroic and heartbreaking events in history. This definitive guide charts the
unforgettable story of the world's first televised war. Created in association with the Smithsonian
Institution, this authoritative guide chronicles America's fight against Communism in southeast Asia
during the 1960s and 1970s, and comprehensively explores the people, politics, events, and lasting
effects of the Vietnam War. Hundreds of insightful images and a compelling narrative combine to
chronicle this catastrophic conflict.?? From 1955, the communist government of North Vietnam
waged war against South Vietnam and its main ally, the USA. Over the course of two decades of
hostility and warfare, the number of casualties reached an incomprehensible three million people.
Detailed descriptions of every episode, including Operation Passage to Freedom and the evacuation
of the American embassy in Saigon, tell the stories in iconic photographs and eyewitness accounts.
Discover the real people behind the conflict, with gripping biographies of key figures, including
Henry Kissinger, General Thieu, President Nixon, and Pol Pot. This incredible visual record is
supported by locator maps, at-a-glance timelines, archive photography, and key quotations to ensure



an all-encompassing experience. The Vietnam War is an essential historic reference to help humanity
learn the lessons of suffering and sacrifice from one of the bloodiest conflicts of the 20th century.
  what was the vietnam war about: Summary: the Vietnam War: an Intimate History
Readtrepreneur Publishing, 2018-04-14 The Vietnam War: An Intimate History by Geoffrey C. Ward
and Ken Burns | Book Summary | Readtrepreneur (Disclaimer: This is NOT the original book. If
you're looking for the original book, search this link: http://amzn.to/2Bn8Y5r) A war so vicious it
divided America and so controversial that it's still being debated to this day. The Vietnam War peers
into the mind of many persons involved in some way or another with the Vietnam War to see their
different point of views regarding this bloody conflict. This book is not meant to take sides but to
comprehend the different opinions that surround this highly discussed war. Vietnamese and US
soldiers talk about their experiences to give you an insight to this topic that would be impossible in
any other way. (Note: This summary is wholly written and published by readtrepreneur.com It is not
affiliated with the original author in any way) History doesn't repeat itself, but human nature
remains the same. - Ken Burns The war that continuously haunts the United States of America even
40 years after its culmination through the eyes of the people who were involved in it. The book does
its best to dive in the intensity of combat and give us everything any person wants to know about the
Vietnam War. It's definitely a must-read for all history junkies out there. Ken Burns saw the
importance of bringing this topic back to life so every American citizen can see it with a new pair of
eyes once again. P.S. The Vietnam War is an extremely informative book that will give you the
possibility to up your knowledge in one of the most debated wars in the world. The Time for Thinking
is Over! Time for Action! Scroll Up Now and Click on the Buy now with 1-Click Button to Get Your
Copy Delivered to Your Doorstep Right Away! Why Choose Us, Readtrepreneur? Highest Quality
Summaries Delivers Amazing Knowledge Awesome Refresher Clear And Concise Disclaimer Once
Again: This book is meant for a great companionship of the original book or to simply get the gist of
the original book. If you're looking for the original book, search for this link: http://amzn.to/2Bn8Y5r
  what was the vietnam war about: The Origins of the Vietnam War Fredrik Logevall,
2014-01-14 Why did the US make a commitment to an independent South Vietnam? Could a major
war have been averted? Fredrik Logevall provides a concise, comprehensive and accessible
introduction to the origins of the Vietnam War from the end of the Indochina War in 1954 to the
eruption of full-scale war in 1965, and places events against their full international background.
  what was the vietnam war about: The Vietnam War KidCaps, 2013-02-28 Have you heard
much about the Vietnam War? Do you know someone who fought in it? In this book, we will take a
closer look at this war that got the whole world’s attention. We will find why there was so much
confusion and even disagreement among the troops fighting in the war. We will look at what led up
to the actual war. Then we will learn about why the war happened. Although the war was really a
civil war between the Vietnamese people, it ended up involving soldiers and civilians from China, the
Soviet Union, the United States, Laos, and Cambodia. Why did so many people end up fighting? As
we will see in this book, each country had its own motive and its own reasons to get involved.
KidCaps is an imprint of BookCaps Study Guides; with dozens of books published every month,
there's sure to be something just for you! Visit our website to find out more.
  what was the vietnam war about: The Vietnam War David L. Anderson, 2017-03-22 The
Vietnam War endured for thirty years, cost billions of dollars, and resulted in thousands of
Vietnamese, French, and American deaths. Massive American military intervention in Vietnam
embroiled America in protests, placed enormous strains on the western alliance, and altered U.S.
relations with the Soviet Union and China. David L. Anderson's concise overview critiques U.S.
errors in magnifying the strategic importance of South-east Asia in the Cold War and in
underestimating the strength of the Vietnamese communist movement.
  what was the vietnam war about: The Vietnam War Edward Miller, 2016-01-19 The Vietnam
War is an outstanding collection of primary documents related to America's conflict in Vietnam
which includes a balance of original American and Vietnamese perspectives, providing a uniquely
varied range of insights into both American and Vietnamese experiences. Includes substantial



non-American content, including many original English translations of Vietnamese-authored texts
which showcase the diversity and complexity of Vietnamese experiences during the war Contains
original American documents germane to the continuing debates about the causes, consequences
and morality of the US intervention Incorporates personal histories of individual Americans and
Vietnamese Introductory headnotes place each document in context Features a range of non-textual
documents, including iconic photographs and political cartoons
  what was the vietnam war about: The Vietnam War Andrew Mason, 2006 Learn how the war
and its effects back home changed Americans' attitude toward combat and how the experinece
caused changes in the United States.
  what was the vietnam war about: Summary of The Vietnam War Readtrepreneur Publishing,
2019-05-24 The Vietnam War: An Intimate History by Geoffrey C. Ward and Ken Burns - Book
Summary - Readtrepreneur (Disclaimer: This is NOT the original book, but an unofficial summary.) A
war so vicious it divided America and so controversial that it's still being debated to this day. The
Vietnam War peers into the mind of many persons involved in some way or another with the Vietnam
War to see their different point of views regarding this bloody conflict. This book is not meant to
take sides but to comprehend the different opinions that surround this highly discussed war.
Vietnamese and US soldiers talk about their experiences to give you an insight to this topic that
would be impossible in any other way. (Note: This summary is wholly written and published by
Readtrepreneur. It is not affiliated with the original author in any way) History doesn't repeat itself,
but human nature remains the same. - Ken Burns The war that continuously haunts the United
States of America even 40 years after its culmination through the eyes of the people who were
involved in it. The book does its best to dive in the intensity of combat and give us everything any
person wants to know about the Vietnam War. It's definitely a must-read for all history junkies out
there. Ken Burns saw the importance of bringing this topic back to life so every American citizen can
see it with a new pair of eyes once again. P.S. The Vietnam War is an extremely informative book
that will give you the possibility to up your knowledge in one of the most debated wars in the world.
The Time for Thinking is Over! Time for Action! Scroll Up Now and Click on the Buy now with
1-Click Button to Grab your Copy Right Away! Why Choose Us, Readtrepreneur? ● Highest Quality
Summaries ● Delivers Amazing Knowledge ● Awesome Refresher ● Clear And Concise Disclaimer
Once Again: This book is meant for a great companionship of the original book or to simply get the
gist of the original book.
  what was the vietnam war about: The Illustrated History of the Vietnam War Brian
Beckett, 1985 An illustrated documentary of the Vietnam War, from the establishment of French rule
to the secret operations in Laos and Cambodia and the fall of Saigon.
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