
the secret of my success soundtrack
The Secret of My Success Soundtrack: A Nostalgic Dive into the Iconic 1987
Film Score

the secret of my success soundtrack holds a special place in the hearts of
many 1980s movie enthusiasts. The 1987 film, starring Michael J. Fox, is not
only remembered for its witty plot and charming performances but also for its
vibrant and memorable soundtrack that perfectly captures the era's upbeat and
ambitious spirit. As we explore the elements that make the soundtrack stand
out, we'll delve into the artists involved, the impact of the music on the
movie's storytelling, and why it continues to resonate decades later.

The Role of Music in "The Secret of My Success"

Films from the 1980s often relied heavily on their soundtracks to establish
mood, character, and cultural context. "The Secret of My Success" is no
exception. The soundtrack was carefully curated to reflect the movie's themes
of ambition, corporate hustle, and youthful optimism.

Setting the Tone: Energetic and Ambitious

The movie follows Brantley Foster (Michael J. Fox), a young man who comes to
New York City chasing his dreams and navigating the corporate world. The
soundtrack mirrors his journey with energetic rock and pop tunes that
underscore his determination and upbeat personality. The lively beats and
catchy hooks help convey the fast-paced, sometimes chaotic environment of
Manhattan's business scene in the late '80s.

Complementing the Narrative

Each track in the soundtrack isn't just background noise; it complements the
film's narrative and emotional beats. Whether it’s a moment of triumph,
romance, or comedic mishap, the music enhances the storytelling. This
seamless integration of music and plot makes the audience feel more connected
to Brantley’s highs and lows.

Key Artists and Tracks on the Soundtrack

The secret of my success soundtrack features a collection of songs from
notable artists of the time, blending rock, pop, and synth sounds that were



emblematic of the decade.

Starship’s “Nothing’s Gonna Stop Us Now”

Perhaps the most famous track associated with the film is Starship's
"Nothing’s Gonna Stop Us Now." This anthem of perseverance and romantic
optimism became a massive hit beyond the movie, symbolizing the unstoppable
drive of the main character. The song’s powerful vocals and uplifting lyrics
perfectly encapsulate the film’s themes and remain a staple of '80s
playlists.

Other Noteworthy Contributions

The soundtrack also includes tracks by artists such as INXS, The Fixx, and
Richard Marx, each bringing a unique sound that contributes to the overall
energetic vibe. For example:

- INXS’s “Burn for You” adds a passionate rock edge.
- The Fixx’s “Are We Ourselves?” introduces a more contemplative tone.
- Richard Marx’s “Should’ve Known Better” blends melodic softness with
emotional depth.

This variety ensures the soundtrack appeals to a broad audience while
maintaining coherence with the movie’s tone.

Why the Soundtrack Still Matters Today

Decades after its release, the secret of my success soundtrack continues to
enjoy popularity, both among nostalgic fans and new listeners discovering
'80s culture. Here’s why it remains relevant and cherished.

An Emblem of '80s Pop Culture

The soundtrack is a time capsule of the 1980s, capturing the distinctive
sound that defined the era. Synth-heavy arrangements, powerful choruses, and
a blend of rock and pop elements make it instantly recognizable. For many,
the music evokes memories of a decade marked by bold fashion, rapid economic
change, and cinematic experimentation.

Inspiring Ambition Through Music



The themes of ambition and overcoming obstacles embedded in the soundtrack’s
lyrics resonate universally. Songs like "Nothing’s Gonna Stop Us Now"
encourage listeners to push forward despite challenges, mirroring Brantley
Foster’s journey. This motivational aspect of the soundtrack gives it a
timeless quality, inspiring new generations.

Influence on Modern Soundtracks

Modern filmmakers and composers often look back to the 1980s for inspiration.
The secret of my success soundtrack exemplifies how music can elevate
storytelling, blending popular songs with the film’s emotional arcs. This
approach has influenced many contemporary soundtracks in movies and
television, where a strong musical identity is key to audience engagement.

Collecting and Experiencing the Soundtrack
Today

For fans and collectors, the secret of my success soundtrack remains a
sought-after piece of memorabilia. Here are some ways enthusiasts can
experience the music today.

Physical and Digital Releases

While original vinyl and cassette editions of the soundtrack are prized by
collectors, the music is also available on digital platforms like Spotify,
Apple Music, and Amazon Music. These services provide easy access to the
songs, allowing new listeners to explore the soundtrack without needing
vintage equipment.

Special Edition Releases and Remasters

From time to time, record labels release remastered versions or special
editions that include bonus tracks, liner notes, and rare photos. These
editions give fans deeper insight into the creation of the soundtrack and the
movie itself, enriching the listening experience.

Live Performances and Tribute Events

Occasionally, tribute concerts or '80s-themed music festivals feature artists
performing songs from iconic soundtracks, including the secret of my success.
Attending such events can be a nostalgic trip for longtime fans and a fun



introduction for younger audiences.

Tips for Appreciating Film Soundtracks Like
“The Secret of My Success”

If you’re new to exploring classic movie soundtracks or want to deepen your
appreciation, here are some tips inspired by the secret of my success
soundtrack experience:

Watch the film first: Understanding the context of each song enhances1.
your connection to the music.

Research the artists: Discovering more about the musicians and their2.
careers can add layers of meaning.

Listen actively: Pay attention to how the soundtrack complements the3.
mood and narrative shifts.

Explore soundtrack liner notes: These often contain stories behind the4.
music and production insights.

Share with friends: Discussing your favorite tracks can open new5.
perspectives and recommendations.

Exploring film soundtracks like the secret of my success can open a window
into the cultural and artistic trends of a particular era, enriching your
overall appreciation of cinema and music.

In the end, the secret of my success soundtrack is more than just a
collection of songs—it’s a vibrant piece of '80s history that continues to
inspire and entertain. Whether you’re revisiting it for nostalgia or
discovering it for the first time, the soundtrack’s lively spirit and
memorable melodies are sure to make a lasting impression.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who composed the soundtrack for the movie 'The
Secret of My Success'?
The soundtrack for 'The Secret of My Success' was composed by David Foster.



What are some popular songs featured in 'The Secret
of My Success' soundtrack?
Popular songs featured in the soundtrack include "The Secret of My Success"
by Night Ranger and "I Burn for You" by Toto.

Is the soundtrack of 'The Secret of My Success'
available on streaming platforms?
Yes, the soundtrack is available on various streaming platforms such as
Spotify, Apple Music, and Amazon Music.

Did 'The Secret of My Success' soundtrack receive
any awards or nominations?
While the soundtrack was well-received, it did not receive major awards or
nominations.

What genre of music is featured in 'The Secret of My
Success' soundtrack?
The soundtrack primarily features rock and pop music typical of the late
1980s era.

Additional Resources
The Secret of My Success Soundtrack: An Analytical Review

the secret of my success soundtrack is a notable element that contributed
significantly to the overall impact and enduring popularity of the 1987 film
"The Secret of My Success," starring Michael J. Fox. While the movie itself
is a quintessential 80s comedy-drama centered on ambition and corporate
climbing, the accompanying soundtrack played an instrumental role in defining
the film’s tone and enhancing its narrative appeal. This article delves into
the composition, cultural relevance, and legacy of the soundtrack, providing
an insightful exploration for cinephiles, music enthusiasts, and 80s pop
culture aficionados alike.

Understanding the Soundtrack’s Role in The
Secret of My Success

Soundtracks often function as more than just background music; they are
integral to the storytelling process, amplifying emotions and reinforcing
themes. The secret of my success soundtrack encapsulates the optimistic and



fast-paced energy of the late 1980s, mirroring the film’s themes of ambition,
ingenuity, and youthful exuberance. The blend of pop rock and synth-driven
tracks reflects the era’s musical trends while complementing the movie’s
corporate setting and lighthearted narrative.

The soundtrack was released under Atlantic Records and features a combination
of original songs and existing hits, contributing to its eclectic yet
cohesive feel. Its commercial success helped to further promote the movie,
with several tracks gaining traction on radio and MTV, a factor that cemented
the film’s place in popular culture beyond the silver screen.

Key Artists and Tracks Featured

One of the defining elements of the secret of my success soundtrack is the
involvement of notable artists from the 80s music scene. The album includes
tracks by artists such as Night Ranger, Sammy Hagar, and Donnie Iris, each
bringing a distinctive style that aligns with the film’s energetic vibe.

Night Ranger – Their contribution, “The Secret of My Success,” serves as
the title track and sets a motivational tone that echoes the film’s plot
about achieving the impossible.

Sammy Hagar – Known for his powerful rock vocals, Hagar’s track “Piece
of My Heart” adds a gritty yet melodic texture to the soundtrack.

Donnie Iris – His song “Sweet Merilee” injects a catchy, upbeat rhythm
that complements the film’s lighter moments.

These tracks, alongside others, form a dynamic auditory backdrop that
enhances the movie’s pacing and emotional beats. The soundtrack’s variety
ensures that it appeals not only to fans of the film but also to a broader
audience interested in 80s rock and pop music.

Musical Composition and Production Quality

From a production standpoint, the secret of my success soundtrack is
emblematic of 1980s music production techniques. The use of synthesizers,
electric guitars, and drum machines is prevalent throughout the album,
creating a sound that is both polished and vibrant. The production quality
reflects the era’s penchant for high-energy, radio-friendly music,
characterized by crisp instrumentals and prominent vocals.

In comparison to other soundtracks of the time, such as those for "Top Gun"
or "Dirty Dancing," this album leans more heavily into rock rather than



ballads or pop anthems. This stylistic choice aligns perfectly with the
movie’s themes of ambition and determination, providing an audio experience
that motivates and uplifts.

Impact on Audience and Legacy

The secret of my success soundtrack played a crucial role in the film’s
audience reception. Music critics at the time praised the album for its
catchy hooks and effective integration with the film’s narrative. For
viewers, the soundtrack heightened the emotional engagement, making scenes
more memorable and enjoyable.

Over three decades later, the soundtrack remains a nostalgic artifact of 80s
pop-rock culture. It continues to receive airplay on classic rock stations
and is often featured in playlists that celebrate the decade’s distinctive
sound. The enduring popularity of the soundtrack underscores its success in
capturing the spirit of its time while supporting the film’s storyline.

Comparative Analysis with Contemporary
Soundtracks

When examining the secret of my success soundtrack in the context of other
1980s film soundtracks, several distinguishing features emerge. Unlike
soundtracks that heavily relied on a single artist or genre, this album
offers a diverse mix of rock and pop influences. This diversity reflects the
film’s multifaceted narrative and appeals to a wide demographic.

Moreover, the soundtrack does not merely serve as background accompaniment
but acts as a narrative device. Tracks like Night Ranger’s title song
resonate with the protagonist’s journey, effectively marrying lyrics and
plot. This contrasts with some contemporary soundtracks where songs are
chosen more for commercial viability than thematic relevance.

Pros and Cons of the Soundtrack’s Approach

Pros:

Strong alignment between music and film themes

High production quality typical of 80s rock

Varied artist lineup providing musical diversity



Enhanced emotional and narrative engagement for viewers

Cons:

Soundtrack may feel dated to modern listeners unfamiliar with 80s
styles

Less cohesive than single-artist albums, potentially lacking a
unified sound

Limited presence of ballads or softer tracks could reduce emotional
range

Despite these drawbacks, the secret of my success soundtrack remains a
commendable example of how music and cinema can collaborate effectively to
create a memorable artistic experience.

The Soundtrack’s Place in 80s Pop Culture

The secret of my success soundtrack contributes to the cultural tapestry of
the 1980s by encapsulating key musical and cinematic trends. It reflects the
decade’s fascination with corporate success stories, individual ambition, and
the rise of synth-rock as a dominant musical force. This soundtrack, along
with its film, offers a window into the era’s zeitgeist, where music was
inseparable from the visual storytelling of Hollywood.

In retrospective analyses of 80s film soundtracks, it is often cited for its
energetic and optimistic tone, which contrasts with the darker or more
dramatic themes found in other contemporary films. The soundtrack’s ability
to maintain relevance decades later speaks to its quality and the universal
appeal of its underlying message—the pursuit of success through determination
and self-belief.

The secret of my success soundtrack, therefore, is not merely an
accompaniment to a film but a cultural artifact that continues to resonate
with audiences and music lovers interested in the vibrant sounds of the
1980s. Its blend of rock anthems and pop energy ensures it remains a
celebrated piece of cinema and music history.



The Secret Of My Success Soundtrack

  the secret of my success soundtrack: I Am the Warrior Holly Knight, 2022-11-29 Holly
Knight’s singular music career included crafting a good part of the soundtrack to the MTV eighties
with mega-hits for Tina Turner (“The Best”), Pat Benatar (“Love Is A Battlefield”), and Patty Smyth
(“The Warrior”)—songs that celebrated female empowerment and shaped pop and rock for years to
come. “Holly Knight wrote some of the best and toughest songs for female artists. Her songs helped
pave the way for women in rock. Not to mention a few dudes.” —Patty Smyth As a writer and
musician, Holly Knight worked hard and played hard with the likes of KISS, Rod Stewart, Bon Jovi,
Aerosmith, and Heart. She showed the boys how it was done when many women were still struggling
to get a foot in the door. Starting in the late 1970s in post-punk New York, Knight, a gifted
keyboardist, joined the band Spider—which quickly ascended to buzzworthy status before things
began to disintegrate. Fortunately, her song “Better Be Good to Me” found its way to Tina Turner
and became the second single on her landmark solo album, Private Dancer, launching Holly into
rarified air. Soon she was being sought out to write for other artists in search of the big hit or their
lead single. Coinciding with the birth of MTV, Knight’s powerful lyrics, hooks, and melodies became
a staple on the channel as it exploded into a cultural force. “People who grew up in the eighties tell
me that MTV was the soundtrack to their lives. Holly Knight deserves much of the credit. Few
songwriters have written such a diverse collection of songs for such a broad range of superstars.”
—Alan Hunter But it was an often lonely journey to success. Not only was Holly a woman in a
male-dominated industry that didn’t welcome women warmly into the inner sanctum, she carried
with her the baggage of a difficult childhood and a fraught relationship with her mother, the
substance of which informed the themes that made her songs so anthemic. I Am the Warrior is a
story of survival, perseverance, and triumph laced with ample amounts of sex, drugs, and rock ’n’
roll. Backstage, onstage, in the studio, and on the road, this book is a revealing, bang-bang tale that
welcomes you along for a look back at one of the most adventurous and colorful periods in music
history. “I Am the Warrior takes readers on a wild ride through the eighties world of rock ’n’ roll
from a strong female’s perspective. Songwriters Hall of Fame-inductee Holly Knight delivers the
goods and stands out as a creative, gutsy woman who made her way through a field dominated by
men, ultimately coming out on top. If you love music like I do, this is a must-read!” —Cassandra
Peterson (AKA Elvira, Mistress of the Dark)
  the secret of my success soundtrack: The secret of my success , 2018
  the secret of my success soundtrack: Schwann Spectrum , 2001
  the secret of my success soundtrack: Kylie Minogue: Album by Album Clary Saddler,
2024-12-19 A celebration of the Australian pop icon who topped album charts across five decades.
Kylie Minogue is an Australian pop icon who has sold over 80 million records worldwide. The
pint-sized pop princess showed us she had the 'wow' factor when she first graced our screens as
Charlene Mitchell in neighbors in 1986. She 'did it again' (and again and again) through her
numerous incarnations. From her early days as PWL's pop puppet, to the ultimate puppet master
that she has transformed into today. Kylie achieved a massive musical milestone in 2020—being the
first woman to top the album charts in five consecutive decades. She is one of our nation’s most
beloved pop princesses, or arguably - if you ask her legion of fans (me included) - THE most beloved
Pop Queen. Kylie Minogue: Album by Album explores in detail Ms Minogue’s extensive repertoire,
spanning more than three decades. It commemorates this unique artist's genuinely exceptional,
unmatched, and often under-appreciated career. The author is both a fan and a music critic, who
examines Kylie’s life and career from both perspectives. You will discover how Kylie became a pop
icon, how she reinvented herself over the years, and how she influenced the music industry with her
style and sound. This book is not just another biography, or discography critique; it is a unique
analysis of Kylie’s musical legacy and cultural impact. Whether you are a die-hard fan or curious
listener, this book will give you a deeper appreciation of Kylie Minogue and her music.

https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-164/the-secret-of-my-success-soundtrack.pdf


  the secret of my success soundtrack: Joel Whitburn's Rock Tracks Joel Whitburn, 2002
(Book). Billboard 's two greatest rock charts are covered individually in one book! From Creed to
The Cure, Pearl Jam to Puddle of Mudd, Incubus to INXS, Linkin Park to Love and Rockets,
Scorpions to Staind, Rock Tracks is an artist-by-artist account of every hit that landed on Billboard 's
Mainstream Rock Tracks and Modern Rock Tracks chart over the past 22 years. Complete chart data
includes peak position, chart debut date, and total weeks on the charts plus each track's
corresponding album, album label and number, and artist biographies. Special sections include a
comprehensive track index, an index of classic rock tracks from 1964-1980, yearly rankings, all-time
rankings, chronological listing of all #1 rock tracks, and much more!
  the secret of my success soundtrack: The Who Richard Bogovich, Cheryl Posner, 2024-10-09
The British rock band The Who has been hailed as the world's greatest live rock and roll act, if not
the greatest rock band, period. In the band's prime, its members--Roger Daltrey, John Entwistle,
Keith Moon and Peter Townshend--frequently clashed, but their conflicts also resulted in ten years of
remarkable music. In 1990, The Who was inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame. Profiled
here are the people who influenced, were influenced by, or were in some other way connected with
one or more members of The Who. Readers will find a vast array of entries, ranging from musicians
such as Billy Idol, who took part in live performances of Tommy and Quadrophenia, and AC/DC
guitarist Angus Young, who said Pete Townshend was the only guitarist ever to influence him, to
behind-the-scenes people such as Glyn Johns, the English recording engineer and producer who
helped create the acclaimed Who's Next (1971) and Quadrophenia (1973), and Nicky Hopkins, the
much in-demand pianist who was among The Who's earliest studio collaborators. Seemingly
unrelated personalities such as Muppets creator Jim Henson are in--he is believed to have modeled
The Muppet Show's maniacal drummer Animal after The Who drummer Keith Moon.
  the secret of my success soundtrack: The Encyclopedia of Popular Music Colin Larkin,
2011-05-27 This text presents a comprehensive and up-to-date reference work on popular music,
from the early 20th century to the present day.
  the secret of my success soundtrack: The Legend of You A. Cherná, 2019-02-14 Best
friends Jheorjhe and Herrik are on the journey of their lives... a journey that was destined before the
beginning of time. One is a believer and the other an unbeliever. As the end-time approaches, one
man's assignment must be completed before Jesus can come for His Bride. Unknown to them, Divine
helpers are shaping the lives of both men, and the unbeliever is just the man to help God get His
number, but only if the believer can complete his assignment.
  the secret of my success soundtrack: The Secret Society of Success Tim Schurrer,
2022-05-17 It's time to redefine success. “The book you're about to read is an absolute game
changer, life changer, and outlook changer. . . . You will never view success the same way again.
And that's a very good thing.” — ERNIE JOHNSON JR., Emmy Award winner and host of TNT's
Inside the NBA There's a message getting a lot of airtime these days. It says to be successful, you
have to step into the spotlight, climb the ladder, become the boss, or chase whatever version of
success that's been dangled in front of you. But what if there's another way? What if fame, money,
and power aren't all that we should be chasing? In The Secret Society of Success, Tim Schurrer
invites you to reevaluate your definition of success and learn a new, freer way to go about achieving
it. How do you learn this approach? With the Secret Society as your guide—a community of people
who know how to make an impact, whether they have the spotlight or not. The Secret Society will
teach you to: Define success for yourself Contribute to your team without minding who gets the
credit Make an impact that spans far beyond yourself, regardless of the size of your platform
Navigate living in the tension between contentment and striving Go from feeling anxious,
overwhelmed, and restless in your job to being confident in the value you bring to the team Discover
meaning and fulfillment in the work that you do Through powerful stories of people like the CEO of
Apple Tim Cook, NBA all-star LeBron James, Fred Rogers of Mister Rogers' Neighborhood, and
people whose names you've never heard of, you will discover that the success you're looking for is
within your reach, wherever you are and whatever your role. “The Secret Society of Success is an



important book that everyone should read. It is not only insightful; it's inspirational. This book
captures what it really means to be successful. I am for one ready to up my game! Thank you, Tim,
for giving me this gift!” — DAVID NOVAK, cofounder and former chairman and CEO of Yum! Brands
(KFC, Taco Bell, Pizza Hut)
  the secret of my success soundtrack: Schwann CD. , 1989
  the secret of my success soundtrack: The Official Price Guide to Movie/TV Soundtracks and
Original Cast Albums Jerry Osborne, 1991 In this first-of-a-kinf referencek, more than 8,000
Broadway and film soundtracks are listed alphabetically, with complete current pricing for each.
Also includes a composer/conductor index, cast index, and valuable tips on how to grade records,
sell collections, find rare records, and much more. 8-page color insert.
  the secret of my success soundtrack: Billboard , 1999-08-14 In its 114th year, Billboard
remains the world's premier weekly music publication and a diverse digital, events, brand, content
and data licensing platform. Billboard publishes the most trusted charts and offers unrivaled
reporting about the latest music, video, gaming, media, digital and mobile entertainment issues and
trends.
  the secret of my success soundtrack: The Twin Towers in Film Randy Laist, 2020-02-13 For
thirty years, the twin towers of the World Trade Center soared above the New York City skyline,
eventually becoming one of the most conspicuous symbolic structures in the world. They appeared in
hundreds of films, from Godspell and Death Wish to Trading Places, Ghostbusters and The Usual
Suspects. The politicians, architects and engineers who developed the towers sought to imbue them
with a powerful visual presence. The resulting buildings provided filmmakers with imposing set
pieces capable of conveying a range of moods and associations, from the sublime and triumphal to
the sinister and paranoid. While they stood, they captured the imagination of the world with their
enigmatic symbolism. In their dramatic destruction, they became icons of a history that is still being
written. Here viewed in the context of popular cinema, the twin towers are emblematic of how
architecture, film and narrative interact to express cultural aspirations and anxieties.
  the secret of my success soundtrack: Book of Secrets Essential Works, Thomas Eaton,
Malcom Green, 2005-10 Three may keep a secret, if two of them are dead. Did you know Pope John
VIII was actually a woman? Or that the U.S. Government smashed a bacteria-laden lightbulb in a
New York subway station in 1966 to see how long it would take to travel throughout the entire
system? You will after reading the Book of Secrets. Everybody loves secrets and the world is full of
them. And now the most interesting secrets are unleashed in Book of Secrets. Full of fascinating
facts, this is one read you won't be able to put down! The clandestine, the covert, the surreptitious,
furtive, and hush-hush are all revealed. Government secrets, religious secrets, food secrets,
economic secrets, sexual secrets, secret societies, secret recipes-they're all in here. Within the pages
of this book, one can find practical secrets revealed, such as how to guarantee a better seat on an
airplane and how to win friends and influence people. Book of Secrets also contains some
not-so-practical tidbits (all the more intriguing) such as famous American members of the
Freemasons. Each book is bound with an irrestistible black leatherette flexicover with ribbon
marker.
  the secret of my success soundtrack: Movies and the Reagan Presidency Chris Jordan,
2003-06-30 The 1980s were unique in both American history and the history of American cinema. It
was a time when a United States president—a former B-movie actor and Cold War industry
activist—served as a catalyst for the coalescence of trends in Hollywood's political structure, mode
of production, and film content. Ronald Reagan championed a success ethos that recognized
economic and moral self-governance as the basis of a democratic society. His agenda of tax reform
and industry deregulation simultaneously promoted the absorption of Hollywood's major studios into
tightly diversified media conglomerates, and concentrations of ownership promoted the production
and release of movies with maximum revenue potential. Indeed, the most commercially successful
movies of the decade put forth the ideologies of WASP America, nuclear family self-sufficiency, and
conspicuous consumption. Three genres in particular—the biracial buddy movie, the MTV



music-video movie, and the yuppie movie—provide case studies of how Reagan-era cinema
addressed issues of race, gender, and class in ways very much in tune with Reaganomics and the
President's cultural policies. Author Chris Jordan provides a complete overview of both the influence
of Reagan's presidency on the film industry and on the films themselves. Exploring 80s genres and
movies with both a sociocultural and aesthetic eye, this book will be invaluable to historians, cinema
scholars, and film buffs.
  the secret of my success soundtrack: Goldmine's Celebrity Vocals Ron Lofman, 1994
Music from unlikely singers: Chevy Chase, Linda Evans, Elliott Gould.
  the secret of my success soundtrack: From Abba to Zoom David Mansour, 2005-06
American pop culture aficionado Mansour offers this wide-ranging volume of Boomer and
Generation X treasures. In page after page, more than 3,000 references make this a true trip
through the Boom Times.
  the secret of my success soundtrack: List-o-tapes , 1989
  the secret of my success soundtrack: The Ultimate History of the '80s Teen Movie James
King, 2019-03-19 For fans of The Movies That Made Us, a behind-the-scenes look at what went into
making the favorite blockbuster films of the 1980s. A trip back to the era of troubled teens and
awesome soundtracks; of Reagan, rap, and Ridgemont High; of MTV, VHS, and “Axel F”; of
outsiders, lost boys, and dead poets; of Bill and Ted, Brooke Shields, and the Brat Pack; of three
Porky’s flicks, two Coreys, and one summer when “Baby” refused to be put in a corner. The Ultimate
History of the ’80s Teen Movie goes behind the scenes of a genre where cult hits mingled with
studio blockbusters, where giants like Spielberg and Coppola rubbed shoulders with baby-faced
first-timers, and where future superstars Sean, Demi, and Tom all got their big break. Music,
comedy, and politics all play a part in the surprisingly complex history of the ’80s teen movie. And
while the films might have been aimed primarily at adolescents, the best tackle universal issues and
remain relevant to all ages. From a late ’70s Hollywood influx to an early ’90s indie scene that gave
youth cinema a timely reboot, film expert James King highlights the personal struggles, the social
changes, and the boardroom shake-ups that produced an iconic time in movie history. “Admirably
opting for analysis over nostalgia and gossip, King examines the origin, production, and cultural
afterlife of seemingly every youth-centric 1980s movie you've ever heard of and more . . . An
excellent adventure through a distinct and genre-spanning era in cinema history. For casual movie
fans and industry-minded cinephiles alike.” —Library Journal
  the secret of my success soundtrack: The Secret Public Jon Savage, 2025-02-04 Rolling Stone
[UK] — Best Music Books of the Year A monumental history of the gay influence on popular culture,
from the rise of Little Richard to the collapse of disco in 1979: award-winning author Jon Savage
takes us on a fast and captivating journey through the history of pop music as seen through the eyes
of queer artists. Jon Savage, the author of the canonical England’s Dreaming, explodes new ground
in this electrifying history of pop music from 1955 through 1979. In demonstrating that gay and
lesbian artists were responsible for many of the greatest cultural breakthroughs in the last half of
the twentieth century, he shows that it was their secretly encoded music—appealing to a closeted
but greatly oppressed public—which led to the historic dismantling of discriminatory gay laws and
the fusion of queer and straight culture. Fittingly, Savage’s kaleidoscopic work begins with the
pomp-and-pompadour appearance of Little Richard, whose relentlessly driving sound, replete with
gospel shrieks and sexual contortions, enthralled a generation of 1950s stultified white teenagers.
Things soon went mainstream, as Elvis enthralled a nation with his seductive low moans and
bump-and-grind twists, heavily derivative of Black music, while James Dean and Rock Hudson
became the face of 1950s Hollywood; yet this explosion of queer expression remained covert and
could not be accepted for what it was. While music, with supporting roles from cinema and fashion,
became the key medium through which homosexuality could be clandestinely enacted, overt
expressions of gay behavior were met with arrests and crackdowns. While hippies reveled in 1967’s
“Summer of Love,” gays remained “harassed by police, demonized by the media and politicians,
imprisoned simply for being who they were.” J. Edgar Hoover, himself a closeted homosexual,



continued to spy on homosexual deviants; CBS’s Mike Wallace aired an invidious show about
homosexuality; and the New York police continued to raid gay bars. Yet the music itself produced a
cultural eruption that simply could not be stanched. While Bette Midler sang “Boogie Woogie Bugle
Boys” to a Continental Baths audience of 600 gay men, all naked except for towels, David Bowie
“blew the whole topic wide open” and “became the most totemic pop star of his generation.” Even
though roadblocks remained, the gear-grinding crunch of the music signaled that the gay civil rights
movement could no longer be suppressed. Ending the narrative with the sudden collapse of disco,
The Secret Public asserts then that the genie was out of the bottle, that queer culture had finally
entered the mainstream, producing a transcendent vision of pop culture that could never be
marginalized again.
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