the schwa was here by neal shusterman

The Intriguing World of *The Schwa Was Here* by Neal Shusterman

the schwa was here by neal shusterman is a captivating novel that has intrigued readers with its
unique narrative style and quirky characters. This book offers much more than just a typical middle-
grade story; it dives deep into themes of identity, invisibility, and friendship, all wrapped in a
humorous yet thoughtful tale. If you're curious about what makes this book stand out or are
considering it for your next read, this article will explore the nuances of Neal Shusterman’s work, its
characters, themes, and why it continues to resonate with readers.

Understanding *The Schwa Was Here* by Neal
Shusterman

At its core, *The Schwa Was Here* by Neal Shusterman is a story about a boy named Antsy Bonano
and his friend, the Schwa, a character who is so unnoticeable that people often don’t even see him.
The term “schwa” itself is a clever play on the linguistic symbol for an unstressed and indistinct vowel
sound, which perfectly encapsulates the theme of invisibility that runs throughout the book.

Plot Overview: A Tale of Invisibility and Friendship

The narrative focuses on Antsy, who is fascinated by the Schwa — a mysterious, quiet boy who seems
to blend into the background so well that he might as well be invisible. Despite his apparent lack of
presence, the Schwa has an extraordinary ability to impact those around him. Antsy’s curiosity about
his friend’s invisibility leads to humorous and thought-provoking situations that explore what it means
to be seen and acknowledged by others.

The story’s engaging plot combines moments of lighthearted humor with deeper reflections on social
dynamics and personal identity. Neal Shusterman masterfully balances these elements, ensuring the
novel is accessible and enjoyable for young readers while prompting them to think critically.

Key Themes in *The Schwa Was Here* by Neal
Shusterman

The book isn't just a fun read; it also tackles several themes that resonate with readers of all ages.
Understanding these themes can enhance your appreciation of the novel and provide insight into why
it's considered a standout work in the middle-grade genre.

Invisibility and Identity



One of the most prominent themes in *The Schwa Was Here* by Neal Shusterman is invisibility — not
just physical invisibility but social invisibility. The Schwa’s struggle to be seen and recognized reflects
many real-life experiences where people feel overlooked or marginalized. This theme invites readers
to empathize with those who might feel invisible in their own lives and encourages self-reflection on
how we acknowledge others.

Friendship and Acceptance

The relationship between Antsy and the Schwa highlights the importance of friendship and
acceptance. Antsy’s willingness to embrace the Schwa despite his oddities shows the power of
genuine connection. Their bond teaches readers about loyalty, compassion, and the value of seeing
beyond surface appearances.

Humor as a Coping Mechanism

Neal Shusterman’s use of humor throughout the novel adds a lighthearted tone to serious topics. By
weaving comedy into the storyline, the book makes complex emotions and situations more
approachable for younger readers. Humor becomes a tool for both the characters and readers to
navigate challenges, making the story both entertaining and meaningful.

Neal Shusterman’s Writing Style and Narrative
Techniques

Understanding the author’s style helps explain why *The Schwa Was Here* by Neal Shusterman feels
so engaging. Shusterman is known for his ability to blend humor, suspense, and emotional depth,
which is clearly evident in this novel.

A Conversational and Relatable Voice

The novel is narrated by Antsy, whose voice is casual, witty, and relatable. This conversational style
draws readers in, making it easy to connect with the characters and their experiences. Shusterman’s
knack for capturing the authentic voice of a middle-schooler adds realism and charm to the story.

Use of Symbolism and Wordplay

The title itself is a clever example of Shusterman’s playful use of language. “Schwa” refers to a
linguistic term, and by naming the character after it, the author layers the story with symbolism that
reflects invisibility and overlooked presence. Throughout the book, Shusterman uses wordplay and
subtle symbolism to deepen the narrative without overwhelming young readers.



Why *The Schwa Was Here* Resonates with Readers

Many readers and educators praise *The Schwa Was Here* by Neal Shusterman for its relatability and
thoughtful exploration of adolescence. Here’s why the book continues to be a favorite:

e Relatable Characters: Antsy and the Schwa embody the awkwardness and insecurities of
growing up, making them characters readers can see themselves in.

* Meaningful Messages: Themes of invisibility, acceptance, and friendship are universal,
offering valuable lessons for young readers.

e Engaging Humor: The book’s humor makes difficult topics accessible and keeps readers
entertained throughout.

* Accessible Language: Shusterman’s writing style is straightforward but rich, perfect for
middle-grade readers.

Integration in Educational Settings

Because of its themes and approachable style, *The Schwa Was Here* by Neal Shusterman is
frequently included in school reading lists and book clubs. It sparks meaningful discussions about
social dynamics, bullying, and empathy. Teachers often use the novel to encourage students to
explore their own feelings about belonging and self-worth.

Tips for Reading and Discussing *The Schwa Was Here*
by Neal Shusterman

Whether you're a parent, educator, or reader diving into this book for the first time, here are some
tips to get the most out of the experience:

1. Pay Attention to Subtle Details: Shusterman’s writing is rich with subtle hints and
symbolism. Look for recurring motifs related to invisibility and identity.

2. Discuss the Characters’ Motivations: Explore why the Schwa acts the way he does and
what Antsy learns through their friendship.

3. Reflect on Personal Experiences: Use the book as a springboard to talk about times when
you or someone you know felt invisible or overlooked.

4. Explore Language and Wordplay: Highlight how Shusterman uses words creatively,
especially with the concept of the “schwa.”



Exploring Neal Shusterman’s Broader Work

If *The Schwa Was Here* by Neal Shusterman captures your interest, you might want to explore his
other books as well. Known for his versatility, Shusterman writes across genres, often blending
speculative fiction with deep emotional themes. Fans of *The Schwa Was Here* often enjoy his
*Unwind* series, which also delves into identity and societal issues but in a dystopian setting.

His ability to connect with young readers through authentic characters and compelling stories makes
Neal Shusterman a standout author in contemporary young adult and middle-grade literature.

*The Schwa Was Here* by Neal Shusterman is more than just a story about an invisible boy; it's a
thoughtful exploration of what it means to be seen and valued. Through humor, heart, and clever
writing, Shusterman invites readers to look beyond the surface and find the extraordinary in the
overlooked. Whether you're reading it for pleasure, education, or personal growth, this novel offers a
rich and rewarding experience.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'The Schwa Was Here' by Neal
Shusterman?

‘The Schwa Was Here' explores themes of identity, invisibility, and friendship, focusing on the idea of
feeling unnoticed or overlooked by others.

Who are the main characters in 'The Schwa Was Here'?

The main characters are Antsy Bonano, the narrator, and the Schwa, a boy who is virtually invisible to
everyone around him.

Why is the character called 'the Schwa' in Neal Shusterman's
book?

The character is called 'the Schwa' because, like the schwa sound in linguistics which is often
unstressed and barely heard, he is nearly invisible and unnoticed by people in his environment.

How does Antsy’s relationship with the Schwa change
throughout the story?

Antsy initially finds the Schwa mysterious but slowly develops a deep friendship with him, learning
about acceptance and the importance of being seen.



What message does 'The Schwa Was Here' convey about
feeling invisible or marginalized?

The book highlights the struggles of feeling invisible or marginalized and encourages empathy,
understanding, and the value of acknowledging others.

Is ‘'The Schwa Was Here' appropriate for middle school
readers?

Yes, 'The Schwa Was Here' is a popular middle-grade novel appropriate for middle school readers,
dealing with relatable themes in a humorous and thoughtful way.

Additional Resources
The Schwa Was Here by Neal Shusterman: A Literary Exploration of Identity and Invisibility

the schwa was here by neal shusterman is a compelling young adult novel that delves into
themes of anonymity, self-identity, and the intricacies of human connection. Published in 2004, this
novel has garnered attention for its unique narrative style and thought-provoking content. Neal
Shusterman, a prolific author known for his contributions to YA literature, crafts a story that resonates
with readers navigating the challenges of adolescence, invisibility—both literal and metaphorical—and
the quest for belonging.

In-Depth Analysis of The Schwa Was Here by Neal
Shusterman

At its core, The Schwa Was Here by Neal Shusterman examines the life of Antsy Bonano, a typical
teenager who becomes intrigued by the enigmatic character known only as the Schwa. The Schwa is
characterized by his extreme invisibility, not just physically blending into the background but socially
and emotionally as well. This invisibility becomes a powerful metaphor throughout the book,
highlighting issues of neglect, social alienation, and the human desire to be seen and acknowledged.

Shusterman employs a first-person narrative from Antsy’s perspective, which allows readers to
experience the world through the eyes of someone grappling with the concept of invisibility. The
author’s adept use of humor and wit contrasts with the underlying darker themes, striking a balance
that makes the novel accessible yet profound.

Thematic Exploration: Identity and Invisibility

One of the most significant themes in The Schwa Was Here by Neal Shusterman is the exploration of
identity. The Schwa’s name itself is a linguistic term referring to an unstressed and toneless vowel
sound, which metaphorically aligns with the character’s social invisibility. This clever use of language
enriches the narrative, inviting readers to consider how society often overlooks individuals who do not
conform to typical norms or assert themselves loudly.



The theme of invisibility extends beyond the literal to a social and psychological plane. The Schwa’s
ability to go unnoticed becomes a symbol for the alienation that many adolescents feel. Shusterman
sensitively portrays the Schwa’s struggle with being unseen and unheard, prompting readers to
empathize with those who exist on the fringes of social groups.

Character Development and Narrative Style

Antsy Bonano's role as the narrator provides an essential counterpoint to the Schwa’s invisibility.
Through Antsy’s eyes, readers gain insight into the challenges and complexities of friendship, loyalty,
and acceptance. The dynamic between Antsy and the Schwa is central to the narrative’s emotional
depth, showcasing how human connections can bridge gaps created by difference and
misunderstanding.

Shusterman’s writing style in The Schwa Was Here by Neal Shusterman is both engaging and
accessible, making it particularly suitable for young adult audiences. The prose is straightforward,
punctuated with humor and relatable dialogue, which ensures that the novel maintains a brisk pace
while addressing weighty themes. This balance is a testament to Shusterman’s skill as a writer,
making the novel both entertaining and meaningful.

Comparative Context and Literary Significance

When situating The Schwa Was Here by Neal Shusterman within the broader landscape of young adult
literature, it becomes apparent that the novel occupies a unique niche. Unlike many YA novels that
focus predominantly on romance or high-stakes adventure, this book leans more toward psychological
and social exploration. It shares thematic similarities with works like Jerry Spinelli’s “Stargirl,” which
also tackles themes of individuality and social invisibility.

The Schwa Was Here also stands out for its inventive use of linguistic metaphor, which is not a
common feature in YA novels. By naming the central character after a phonetic concept, Shusterman

invites readers to engage with language and identity in a novel way, enhancing the book’s
educational value without detracting from its narrative momentum.

Pros and Cons of The Schwa Was Here by Neal Shusterman

¢ Pros:

[¢]

Unique and thought-provoking exploration of invisibility and identity.

[¢]

Relatable characters with authentic voices.

o

Engaging narrative style that balances humor with serious themes.

[¢]

Innovative use of linguistic metaphor enhances depth.



e Cons:
o Some readers may find the pacing uneven at times.
o The subtlety of themes might be missed by younger or less attentive readers.

o Limited romantic or high-action elements might deter those seeking more conventional
YA drama.

Impact and Reception

The Schwa Was Here by Neal Shusterman has been generally well-received in literary circles,
particularly among educators and librarians who appreciate its capacity to foster discussions about
social invisibility and empathy. The novel’s approachable style makes it a popular choice in middle
school and early high school curricula, where it serves as a springboard for conversations about
bullying, self-esteem, and social dynamics.

Readers often highlight the relatability of Antsy and the poignancy of the Schwa’s plight, noting that
the book encourages a deeper understanding of how individuals experience isolation. While not as
widely known as some of Shusterman’s later works, The Schwa Was Here maintains a loyal following
and continues to be recommended for its insightful treatment of human connection.

Relevance in Contemporary Young Adult Literature

In an era where discussions about inclusion, mental health, and diversity are increasingly prominent,
The Schwa Was Here by Neal Shusterman remains relevant. Its focus on the invisible aspects of
identity complements current trends in YA literature that prioritize emotional authenticity and
complex character studies over simplistic storytelling.

Moreover, the novel’s implicit critique of societal tendencies to overlook quieter or less assertive
individuals aligns with ongoing conversations about representation and equity. As such, The Schwa
Was Here contributes meaningfully to the evolving dialogue about how literature can reflect and
shape young readers’ understanding of themselves and others.

The Schwa Was Here by Neal Shusterman is more than just a young adult novel; it is an insightful
commentary on the human experience of invisibility and the universal desire for recognition. Through
its inventive narrative and layered themes, it challenges readers to reconsider what it means to be
truly seen.



The Schwa Was Here By Neal Shusterman

the schwa was here by neal shusterman: The Schwa was Here Neal Shusterman,
2006-03-02 They say his clothes blend into the background, no matter where he stands. They say a
lot of things about the Schwa, but one thing’s for sure: no one ever noticed him. Except me. My
name is Antsy Bonano, and I was the one who realized the Schwa was “functionally invisible” and
used him to make some big bucks. But I was also the one who caused him more grief than a friend
should. So if you all just shut up and listen, I'll tell you everything there is to know about the Schwa,
from how he got his name, to what really happened with his mom. I'll spill everything. Unless, of
course, “the Schwa Effect” wipes him out of my brain before I'm done....

the schwa was here by neal shusterman: The Schwa Was Here by Neal Shusterman |
Summary & Study Guide ,

the schwa was here by neal shusterman: The Schwa was Here Neal Shusterman, 2006-03-02
They say his clothes blend into the background, no matter where he stands. They say a lot of things
about the Schwa, but one thing’s for sure: no one ever noticed him. Except me. My name is Antsy
Bonano, and I was the one who realized the Schwa was “functionally invisible” and used him to make
some big bucks. But I was also the one who caused him more grief than a friend should. So if you all
just shut up and listen, I'll tell you everything there is to know about the Schwa, from how he got his
name, to what really happened with his mom. I'll spill everything. Unless, of course, “the Schwa
Effect” wipes him out of my brain before I'm done....

the schwa was here by neal shusterman: Everyday Editing Jeff Anderson, 2023-10-10
Editing is often seen as one item on a list of steps in the writing process, usually put somewhere
near the end, and often completely crowded out of writer' s workshop. Too many times daily editing
lessons happen in a vacuum, with no relationship to what students are writing. In Everyday Editing ,
Jeff Anderson asks teachers to reflect on what sort of message this approach sends to students. Does
it tell them that editing and revision are meaningful parts of the writing process, or just a hunt for
errors with a 50/50 chance of getting it right,comma or no comma? Instead of rehearsing errors and
drilling students on what' s wrong with a sentence, Jeff invites students to look carefully at their
writing along with mentor texts, and to think about how punctuation, grammar, and style can be
best used to hone and communicate meaning. Written in Jeff' s characteristically witty style, this
refreshing and practical guide offers an overview of his approach to editing within the writing
workshop as well as ten detailed sets of lessons covering everything from apostrophes to serial
commas. These lessons can be used throughout the year to replace Daily Oral Language or
error-based editing strategies with a more effective method for improving student writing.

the schwa was here by neal shusterman: Antsy Does Time Neal Shusterman, 2008
Fourteen-year-old Anthony Antsy Bonano learns about life, death, and a lot more when he tries to
help a friend with a terminal illness feel hopeful about the future.

the schwa was here by neal shusterman: Children's Book-a-Day Almanac Anita Silvey,
2012-10-30 “An expert on children’s literature . . . provides a worthwhile resource for teachers,
librarians, and parents.” —Booklist The Children's Book-a-Day Almanac is a new way to discover a
great children's book—every day of the year! This fresh, inventive reference book is a dynamic way
to showcase the gems, both new and old, of children's literature. Each page features an event of the
day, a children's book that relates to that event, and a list of other events that took place on that
day. Always informative and often surprising, celebrate a year of literature for children with The
Children's Book-a-Day Almanac. “This has solid possibilities as a springboard for daily reading and
writing activities in the classroom or as simply a book-focused way to start the day.” —Bulletin of the
Center for Children’s Books

the schwa was here by neal shusterman: A Family of Readers Martha V. Parravano, Roger
Sutton, 2012-10-09 Two of the most trusted reviewers in the field join with top authors, illustrators,
and critics in a definitive guide to choosing books for children—and nurturing their love of reading.


https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-164/the-schwa-was-here-by-neal-shusterman.pdf

A FAMILY OF READERS is the definitive resource for parents interested in enriching the reading
lives of their children. It’s divided into four sections: 1. Reading to Them: Choosing and sharing
board books and picture books with babies and very young children. 2. Reading with Them:
Launching the new reader with easy readers and chapter books. 3. Reading on Their Own: Exploring
what children read—and how they read—by genre and gender. 4. Leaving Them Alone: Respecting
the reading privacy of the young adult. Roger Sutton knows how and why children read. He must, as
the editor in chief of THE HORN BOOK, which since 1924 has been America’s best source for
reviews of books for young readers. But for many parents, selecting books for their children can
make them feel lost. Now, in this essential resource, Roger Sutton and Martha V. Parravano,
executive editor at the magazine, offer thoughtful essays that consider how books are read to (and
then by) young people. They invite such leading authors and artists as Maurice Sendak, Katherine
Paterson, Margaret Mahy, and Jon Scieszka, as well as a selection of top critics, to add their voices
about the genres they know best. The result is an indispensable readers’ companion to everything
from wordless board books to the most complex and daring young adult novels.

the schwa was here by neal shusterman: 2009 Writer's Market Robert Brewer, 2008-06-01
For 88 years, Writer's Market has given fiction and nonfiction writers the information they need to
sell their work-from completely up-to-date listings to exclusive interviews with successful writers.
The 2009 edition provides all this and more with over 3,500 listings for book publishers, magazines
and literary agents, in addition to a completely updated freelance rate chart. In addition to the
thousands of market listings, you'll find up-to-date information on becoming a successful freelancer
covering everything from writing query letters to launching a freelance business, and more.

the schwa was here by neal shusterman: In Defense of Read-aloud Steven L. Layne, 2015 A
teacher's guide to the benefits of reading to students and having the students read-aloud.

the schwa was here by neal shusterman: Booklist's 1000 Best Young Adult Books Since 2000
Booklist, 2014-05-15 With the explosion in YA publishing, it’s harder than ever to separate good
books from the rest. Booklist magazine’s editors’ deep and broad knowledge of the landscape offers
indispensable guidance, and here they bring together the very best of the best books for young
adults published since the start of the 21st century.

the schwa was here by neal shusterman: Girls Transforming Sanna Lehtonen, 2013-05-08
This book explores representations of girlhood and young womanhood in recent English language
children's fantasy by focusing on two fantastic body transformation types: invisibility and
age-shifting. Drawing on recent feminist and queer theory, the study discusses the tropes of
invisibility and age-shifting as narrative devices representing gendered experiences. The
transformations offer various perspectives on a girl's changing body and identity and provide links
between real-life and fantastic discourses of gender, power, invisibility and aging. The main focus is
on English-language fantasy published since the 1970s but the motifs of invisibility and age-shifting
in earlier tales and children's books is reviewed; this is the first study of children's fantasy literature
that considers these tropes at length. Novels discussed are from both critically acclaimed authors
and the less well known. Most of the novels depicting invisible or age-shifting girls are neither
thoroughly conventional nor radically subversive but present a range of styles. In terms of gender,
children's fantasy novels can be more complex than they are often interpreted to be.

the schwa was here by neal shusterman: The Kids' Book Club Book Judy Gelman, Vicki Levy
Krupp, 2007-05-10 The first complete guide-for use by adults and children-to creating fun and
educational book clubs for kids. As authors of The Book Club Cookbook, the classic guide to
integrating great food and food-related discussion into book club gatherings, Judy Gelman and Vicki
Levy Krupp hear a common refrain from parents, librarians, teachers, community leaders and kids
themselves: How about writing a book for kids' book clubs? Indeed, in recent years youth
organizations, parents, libraries, schools, and our local, state, and federal governments have
launched thousands of book clubs for children as a way to counter falling literacy rates and foster a
love of reading. Based on surveys representing five hundred youth book clubs across the country
and interviews with parents, kids, educators, and librarians, The Kids' Book Club Book features: -



the top fifty favorite book club reads for children ages eight to eighteen; - ideas and advice on
forming great kids' book clubs-and tips for kids who want to start their own book clubs; - recipes,
activities, and insights from such bestselling children's book authors as Christopher Paolini, Lois
Lowry, Jerry Spinelli, Nancy Farmer, Christopher Paul Curtis, Andrew Clements, Laurie Halse
Anderson, Norton Juster, and many others. From recipes for the Dump Punch and egg salad
sandwiches included in Kate DiCamillo's Because of Winn-Dixie to instructionson how to make soap
carvings like the ones left in the knot-hole of a tree in Harper Lee's To Kill a Mockingbird, this book
provides a bounty of ideas for making every kids' book club a success.

the schwa was here by neal shusterman: Things Not Seen Andrew Clements, 2004-02-24
Winner of American Library Association Schneider Family Book Award! Bobby Phillips is an average
fifteen-year-old-boy. Until the morning he wakes up and can't see himself in the mirror. Not blind,
not dreaming-Bobby is just plain invisible. There doesn't seem to be any rhyme or reason to Bobby's
new condition; even his dad the physicist can't figure it out. For Bobby that means no school, no
friends, no life. He's a missing person. Then he meets Alicia. She's blind, and Bobby can't resist
talking to her, trusting her. But people are starting to wonder where Bobby is. Bobby knows that his
invisibility could have dangerous consequences for his family and that time is running out. He has to
find out how to be seen again-before it's too late.

the schwa was here by neal shusterman: Children's Book Award Handbook Diana F.
Marks, 2006-03-30 Diana Marks looks at children's and young adult book awards in depth. The
history, award criteria, and a biography of the person behind each of the well-known awards is
included. Also of interest are lists of the winners in each category, teaching and exploration
activities, reproducible teaching aides, and a timeline of events leading up to the establishment of
the award. Information about well-known awards is accompanied by information on the lesser
known, Pura Belpré, Jane Addams, etc. Information is formatted in quick, easy-to-read tables and
charts suitable for classroom duplication. Although some of this information is available online, this
is a one stop handbook that contains lesser-known awards, and offers activities for enriching the
study of each award, whether well-known or not. Grades K-8.

the schwa was here by neal shusterman: Reading in the Wild Donalyn Miller, 2013-11-04
In Reading in the Wild, reading expert Donalyn Miller continues the conversation that began in her
bestselling book, The Book Whisperer. While The Book Whisperer revealed the secrets of getting
students to love reading, Reading in the Wild, written with reading teacher Susan Kelley, describes
how to truly instill lifelong wild reading habits in our students. Based, in part, on survey responses
from adult readers as well as students, Reading in the Wild offers solid advice and strategies on how
to develop, encourage, and assess five key reading habits that cultivate a lifelong love of reading.
Also included are strategies, lesson plans, management tools, and comprehensive lists of
recommended books. Copublished with Editorial Projects in Education, publisher of Education Week
and Teacher magazine, Reading in the Wild is packed with ideas for helping students build capacity
for a lifetime of wild reading. When the thrill of choice reading starts to fade, it's time to grab
Reading in the Wild. This treasure trove of resources and management techniques will enhance and
improve existing classroom systems and structures. —Cris Tovani, secondary teacher, Cherry Creek
School District, Colorado, consultant, and author of Do I Really Have to Teach Reading? With
Reading in the Wild, Donalyn Miller gives educators another important book. She reminds us that
creating lifelong readers goes far beyond the first step of putting good books into kids' hands.
—Franki Sibberson, third-grade teacher, Dublin City Schools, Dublin, Ohio, and author of Beyond
Leveled Books Reading in the Wild, along with the now legendary The Book Whisperer, constitutes
the complete guide to creating a stimulating literature program that also gets students excited about
pleasure reading, the kind of reading that best prepares students for understanding demanding
academic texts. In other words, Donalyn Miller has solved one of the central problems in language
education. —Stephen Krashen, professor emeritus, University of Southern California

the schwa was here by neal shusterman: 50 Book Report Ideas Jim Walters, 2006 Never
run out of ideas for book reports and literary projects! Engaging activities have students preparing




character masks, historical interviews, pop-up books, time capsules, and more!

the schwa was here by neal shusterman: The Book Whisperer Donalyn Miller, 2009-03-16
Turn any student into a bookworm with a few easy and practical strategies Donalyn Miller says she
has yet to meet a child she can't turn into a reader. No matter how far behind Miller's students
might be when they reach her 6th grade classroom, they end up reading an average of 40 to 50
books a year. Miller's unconventional approach dispenses with drills and worksheets that make
reading a chore. Instead, she helps students navigate the world of literature and gives them time to
read books they pick out themselves. Her love of books and teaching is both infectious and inspiring.
In the book, you'll find: Hands-on strategies for managing and improving your own school library
Tactics for helping students walk on their own two feet and continue the reading habit after they've
finished with your class Data from student surveys and end-of-year feedback that proves how well
the Miller Method works The Book Whisperer includes a dynamite list of recommended kid lit that
helps parents and teachers find the books that students really like to read.

the schwa was here by neal shusterman: Writing Irresistible Kidlit Mary Kole, 2012-11-06
Captivate the hearts and minds of young adult readers! Writing for young adult (YA) and middle
grade (MG) audiences isn't just kid's stuff anymore--it's kidlit! The YA and MG book markets are
healthier and more robust than ever, and that means the competition is fiercer, too. In Writing
Irresistible Kidlit, literary agent Mary Kole shares her expertise on writing novels for young adult
and middle grade readers and teaches you how to: * Recognize the differences between middle
grade and young adult audiences and how it impacts your writing. * Tailor your manuscript's tone,
length, and content to your readership. * Avoid common mistakes and cliches that are prevalent in
YA and MG fiction, in respect to characters, story ideas, plot structure and more. ¢ Develop themes
and ideas in your novel that will strike emotional chords. Mary Kole's candid commentary and
insightful observations, as well as a collection of book excerpts and personal insights from
bestselling authors and editors who specialize in the children's book market, are invaluable tools for
your kidlit career. If you want the skills, techniques, and know-how you need to craft memorable
stories for teens and tweens, Writing Irresistible Kidlit can give them to you.

the schwa was here by neal shusterman: The Absolute Value of Mike Kathryn Erskine,
2012-05-31 From the author of Mockingbird, a National Book Award winner! Mike tries so hard to
please his father, but the only language his dad seems to speak is calculus. And for a boy with a
math learning disability, nothing could be more difficult. When his dad sends him to live with distant
relatives in rural Pennsylvania for the summer to work on an engineering project, Mike figures this
is his big chance to prove himself. But when he gets there, nothing is what he thought it would be.
Instead of an engineering assignment, he finds himself part of a town-wide project to adopt a boy
from Romania while working alongside his wacky eighty-something-year-old aunt, a homeless man,
and a punk-rock girl. Mike might not learn anything about engineering, but what he does learn is far
more valuable.

the schwa was here by neal shusterman: Demonkeeper Royce Buckingham, 2008-10-02
When Nat, the weirdest boy in Seattle, leaves for a date with the plainest girl in town, chaos breaks
out in the houseful of demons of which he is the sole guardian.
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