the nature of good and evil

The Nature of Good and Evil: Exploring the Moral Landscape

the nature of good and evil has intrigued philosophers, theologians, and thinkers for centuries.
It’s a profound topic that reaches into the core of human existence, questioning what drives our
choices and shapes our societies. Are good and evil absolute forces, or do they exist on a spectrum
influenced by culture, psychology, and circumstance? Understanding this duality not only helps us
navigate moral dilemmas but also deepens our appreciation for human complexity.

Defining Good and Evil: A Complex Moral Framework

At its simplest, good is often associated with actions or intentions that promote well-being, kindness,
and fairness. Conversely, evil is linked to harm, cruelty, and injustice. However, these definitions
quickly become complicated when we consider different perspectives.

The Subjectivity of Morality

Morality is heavily influenced by cultural norms, religious beliefs, and personal experiences. What
one society deems good might be seen as evil in another. For example, certain practices accepted in
one culture could be condemned in another. This fluidity suggests that the nature of good and evil
isn’t fixed but shaped by context.

Philosophical Interpretations

Philosophers have long debated whether good and evil are objective truths or human constructs.
Immanuel Kant, for instance, proposed that good arises from duty and adherence to universal moral
laws, emphasizing intention over outcome. Meanwhile, utilitarians like John Stuart Mill argue that
the morality of an action depends on its consequences—maximizing happiness and minimizing
suffering.

The Psychological Roots of Good and Evil

Beyond philosophical inquiry, psychology offers insights into why humans exhibit good or evil
behavior. Understanding these roots can illuminate how seemingly ordinary people commit acts of
kindness or cruelty.

Nature vs. Nurture: What Drives Moral Behavior?



Human behavior results from a complex interplay of genetics and environment. Studies have shown
that empathy, a cornerstone of good behavior, has biological underpinnings but is also cultivated
through social interaction. Conversely, factors such as trauma, social isolation, or indoctrination can
foster harmful tendencies.

The Role of Empathy and Compassion

Empathy allows individuals to understand and share the feelings of others, often motivating
altruism. Cultivating empathy is crucial in promoting good, as it counters selfishness and
indifference. Techniques such as perspective-taking exercises and mindfulness can enhance one’s
ability to respond compassionately.

Good and Evil in Religion and Mythology

Religious traditions provide some of the most vivid narratives about good and evil, often framing
them as cosmic battles between divine forces.

Dualism in Religious Thought

Many religions embrace a form of dualism, presenting good and evil as opposing entities. For
example, Zoroastrianism posits a constant struggle between Ahura Mazda (good) and Angra Mainyu
(evil). Similarly, in Christianity, God represents ultimate good, while Satan embodies evil.

Lessons from Mythological Stories

Myths often use characters and stories to explore moral themes. The hero’s journey, prevalent in
many cultures, typically involves overcoming evil forces or internal flaws. These narratives serve as
moral guides, illustrating consequences of actions and the rewards of virtue.

The Gray Area: When Good and Evil Blur

Life isn’t always black and white. Many situations challenge the clear-cut distinction between good
and evil, revealing a more nuanced reality.

Moral Ambiguity and Ethical Dilemmas

Consider scenarios where every choice involves harm or sacrifice—like in wartime decisions or
medical ethics. These dilemmas force us to weigh competing goods and evils, often without clear
answers. Acknowledging this complexity fosters empathy and humility in judgment.



The Influence of Power and Perspective

Power dynamics can distort perceptions of good and evil. Those in authority might label dissent as
evil to justify control, while marginalized groups may view resistance as a moral imperative.
Understanding perspective helps avoid oversimplified moral judgments.

Practical Approaches to Navigating Good and Evil

While philosophical debates continue, practical guidance helps individuals cultivate goodness and
resist evil in daily life.

Developing Moral Awareness

Self-reflection is key to recognizing one’s biases and motivations. Journaling, meditation, and open
conversations can increase moral sensitivity, enabling better ethical choices.

Building Empathetic Communities

Encouraging empathy at the community level promotes social cohesion and reduces harm. Activities
like community service, dialogue circles, and inclusive education create environments where
goodness flourishes.

Standing Against Injustice

Recognizing evil in its systemic forms—such as discrimination, corruption, or violence—is essential.
Individuals can contribute by advocating for fairness, supporting victims, and fostering
accountability.

Why Understanding the Nature of Good and Evil
Matters

Exploring the nature of good and evil isn’t just an academic exercise; it’s deeply relevant to everyday
life. It shapes how we judge others, make decisions, and envision a just society. By appreciating the
complexity involved, we become better equipped to act with integrity and compassion, even amid
uncertainty.

Ultimately, the nature of good and evil invites us to look inward and outward—to question our values
and to engage with the world thoughtfully. This ongoing quest enriches human experience and
underscores the timeless challenge of living ethically in a complex world.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the philosophical definition of good and evil?

Philosophically, good and evil are moral concepts used to distinguish right from wrong actions,
intentions, or qualities, often viewed as opposing forces influencing human behavior and ethical
decision-making.

Are good and evil absolute or relative concepts?

The debate over whether good and evil are absolute or relative varies among philosophical and
cultural perspectives; some argue they are universal truths, while others believe they depend on
cultural, social, or individual contexts.

How do different religions interpret the nature of good and
evil?

Many religions interpret good and evil as fundamental forces or principles, often embodied by
deities or spiritual beings, with good representing divine will or moral righteousness and evil
symbolizing sin, temptation, or moral failure.

Can humans be inherently good or evil, or is it a choice?

Views differ, with some theories suggesting humans are born inherently good or evil, while others
argue that environmental factors, upbringing, and personal choices shape an individual's moral
character over time.

What role does free will play in the nature of good and evil?

Free will is central to the concept of good and evil as it allows individuals to make moral choices;
without free will, moral responsibility and the distinction between good and evil actions become
meaningless.

How does modern psychology explain the concepts of good and
evil?
Modern psychology often explains good and evil in terms of behavior, cognitive processes, and social

influences, focusing on how empathy, conscience, and social conditioning contribute to moral
development and ethical behavior.

Can good and evil coexist within the same individual?

Yes, many philosophical and psychological perspectives acknowledge that individuals can possess
both good and evil tendencies, reflecting the complexity of human nature and the internal moral
struggles people face.



Additional Resources
The Nature of Good and Evil: An In-Depth Exploration

the nature of good and evil has fascinated philosophers, theologians, psychologists, and scholars
for centuries. This complex duality forms the cornerstone of ethical discourse and moral philosophy,
shaping human behavior, societal norms, and cultural narratives. While the concepts of good and
evil are often portrayed as opposites, their interpretation varies significantly across historical
periods, religious traditions, and philosophical schools. Understanding the nuances behind these
concepts requires a multi-dimensional approach, considering psychological, cultural, and
metaphysical perspectives.

Historical Perspectives on Good and Evil

The dichotomy of good and evil has roots deeply embedded in ancient civilizations. Early
mythologies often personified good and evil through deities or supernatural forces, framing morality
as a cosmic battle. For example, Zoroastrianism introduced the dualistic struggle between Ahura
Mazda (good) and Angra Mainyu (evil), emphasizing moral choice as pivotal to existence. Similarly,
Judeo-Christian traditions portray good and evil through divine commandments and the narrative of
original sin, establishing a moral framework that influences Western thought to this day.

Philosophers like Plato and Aristotle further refined these ideas by exploring virtue ethics and the
role of reason in moral decision-making. Plato’s concept of the “Form of the Good” suggested an
absolute standard beyond human perception, whereas Aristotle’s “Golden Mean” proposed a
balanced approach to virtue between extremes. Contrastingly, later thinkers such as Nietzsche
challenged traditional morality, questioning whether conventional distinctions between good and
evil are inherently valid or socially constructed.

The Psychological Dimension of Good and Evil

Modern psychology offers a different lens through which to examine the nature of good and evil.
Rather than fixed metaphysical entities, these concepts are often viewed as manifestations of human
cognition, emotion, and social conditioning. Studies in developmental psychology reveal that even
infants show rudimentary senses of fairness and empathy, suggesting an innate predisposition
toward prosocial behavior. However, environmental factors, trauma, and cultural influences
significantly shape an individual’s capacity for good or evil actions.

Psychopathology provides insight into behaviors deemed evil, such as aggression, cruelty, and
manipulation. Conditions like antisocial personality disorder highlight how deficits in empathy and
remorse can lead to harmful actions, complicating moral judgments. Conversely, altruism and acts of
kindness reflect the human potential for goodness. The interplay between nature and nurture
remains central to understanding why individuals make morally divergent choices.



Neuroscience and Moral Judgment

Advances in neuroscience have begun uncovering the brain mechanisms involved in moral reasoning
and ethical behavior. Research utilizing functional MRI scans indicates that regions such as the
prefrontal cortex and amygdala play crucial roles in processing moral dilemmas and emotional
responses. For instance, the prefrontal cortex is associated with rational deliberation, while the
amygdala mediates emotional reactions to perceived harm or injustice.

These findings suggest that the nature of good and evil is not solely philosophical but also biological,
rooted in neural processes. Understanding this can influence how societies approach justice,
rehabilitation, and education, emphasizing empathy training and cognitive development.

Cultural Variability and Moral Relativism

One of the most challenging aspects of defining good and evil lies in cultural variability.
Anthropological research demonstrates that moral codes differ widely across societies, with
behaviors deemed virtuous in one culture considered immoral in another. Practices related to honor,
justice, and punishment illustrate this diversity vividly.

For example, some cultures prioritize communal well-being over individual rights, leading to moral
frameworks where sacrifice for the group is regarded as good, even if it entails personal harm. In
contrast, Western ethics often emphasize autonomy and individual freedoms. This cultural relativism
complicates the search for universal definitions of good and evil and raises ethical questions about
tolerance and judgment.

The Problem of Moral Absolutism vs. Moral Relativism

The debate between moral absolutism and moral relativism centers on whether good and evil are
objective truths or subjective constructs. Moral absolutists argue that certain actions are
intrinsically right or wrong, regardless of context. This viewpoint underpins many religious and legal
systems, advocating for universal human rights and justice.

Conversely, moral relativists contend that moral judgments depend on cultural, historical, and
personal contexts. They caution against imposing one culture’s moral standards on another,
advocating for understanding and dialogue instead. Both perspectives present strengths and

limitations, especially when addressing global ethical challenges such as human rights abuses and
cultural preservation.

Philosophical Theories Explaining Good and Evil

Several philosophical frameworks attempt to explain the nature of good and evil systematically:

 Utilitarianism: Proposes that good actions maximize overall happiness or utility, while evil



results in suffering or harm.

e Deontology: Focuses on adherence to moral duties and rules, regardless of outcomes,
framing good and evil in terms of intention and obligation.

 Virtue Ethics: Emphasizes character traits and virtues that constitute a good life, suggesting
evil arises from vices and moral failings.

e Existentialism: Highlights individual freedom and responsibility, arguing that good and evil
are defined through authentic choices.

Each theory offers unique insights but also faces critiques regarding applicability, cultural bias, and
complexity of human motivation.

The Role of Free Will in Moral Accountability

Central to many philosophical discussions is the concept of free will—whether humans have genuine
choice in acting good or evil. If actions are predetermined by genetics or environment, moral
responsibility becomes questionable. However, if individuals possess autonomy, they are
accountable for their ethical decisions.

This debate influences legal systems and societal responses to crime and rehabilitation. The nature
of good and evil, intertwined with freedom, challenges simplistic categorizations and calls for
nuanced understanding.

Modern Implications in Ethics and Society

In contemporary society, the exploration of good and evil extends beyond abstract thought into
practical realms such as law, politics, and technology. Issues like artificial intelligence ethics,
bioengineering, and global conflicts bring moral considerations to the forefront.

For instance, Al systems must be programmed to make decisions aligned with human values, raising
questions about defining good and evil in algorithmic terms. Similarly, international relations often
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grapple with competing moral claims, where one party’s “good” may be another’s “evil.”

The ongoing dialogue around these issues reflects humanity’s enduring effort to comprehend and
navigate the complexities of morality.

The nature of good and evil remains a profound and evolving subject, inviting continuous reflection
and debate. As societies advance and diversify, the pursuit to understand these fundamental
concepts challenges us to reconsider our assumptions, encouraging empathy, critical thinking, and a
deeper appreciation for the moral fabric that binds human experience.



The Nature Of Good And Evil

the nature of good and evil: Good and Evil Dr Jackie Leach Scully, Dr Pink Dandelion,
2013-05-28 In this multi-disciplinary collection we ask the question, ‘What did, and do, Quakers
think about good and evil?' There are no simple or straightforwardly uniform answers to this, but in
this collection, we draw together contributions that for the first time look at historical and
contemporary Quakerdom's approach to the ethical and theological problem of evil and good. Within
Quakerism can be found Liberal, Conservative, and Evangelical forms. This book uncovers the
complex development of metaethical thought by a religious group that has evolved with an unusual
degree of diversity. In doing so, it also points beyond the boundaries of the Religious Society of
Friends to engage with the spectrum of thinking in the wider religious world.

the nature of good and evil: State of Nature Or Eden? Helen Thornton, 2005 State of Nature
or Eden? Thomas Hobbes and his Contemporaries on the Natural Condition of Human Beings aims
to explain how Hobbes's state of nature was understood by a contemporary readership, whose most
important reference point for such a condition was the original condition of human beings at the
creation, in other words in Eden. The book uses ideas about how readers brought their own reading
of other texts to any reading, that reading is affected by the context in which the reader reads, and
that the Bible was the model for all reading in the early modern period. It combines these ideas with
the primary evidence of the contemporary critical reaction to Hobbes, to reconstruct how Hobbes's
state of nature was read by his contemporaries. The book argues that what determined how
Hobbes's seventeenth century readers responded to his description of the state of nature were their
views on the effects of the Fall. Hobbes's contemporary critics, the majority of whom were
Aristotelians and Arminians, thought that the Fall had corrupted human nature, although not to the
extent implied by Hobbes's description. Further, they wanted to look at human beings as they should
have been, or ought to be. Hobbes, on the other hand, wanted to look at human beings as they were,
and in doing so was closer to Augustinian, Lutheran and Reformed interpretations, which argued
that nature had been inverted by the Fall. For those of Hobbes's contemporaries who shared these
theological assumptions, there were important parallels to be seen between Hobbes's account and
that of scripture, although on some points his description could have been seen as a subversion of
scripture. The book also demonstrates that Hobbes was working within the Protestant tradition, as
well as showing how he used different aspects of this tradition. Helen Thornton is an Independent
Scholar. She completed her PhD at the University of Hull.

the nature of good and evil: The Nature of Good and Evil Sylvia Browne, 2001

the nature of good and evil: The Nature of Good and Evil Sylvia Browne, 2000-11-01 We
constantly see the “senseless violence” in our world, and it begs the question: “How can an all-loving
God allow this to exist?” Indeed, many people simply reject any notion of God for this very reason.
This book, the third in Sylvia Browne’s Journey of the Soul series, gives you the philosophical
framework to understand the nature of good and evil—and the role of God in the big picture. When
you see how evil originated and why it thrives in our world, you're more prepared to face it and
overcome it. Sylvia points out that you need not fear “evil spirits” or “curses”—which are merely
stories bred from ignorance. And how would you like to serve as one of God’s warriors of Light?
Sylvia explains how to enlist! By combining her philosophical and theological views, Sylvia creates a
spiritual umbrella that rises above traditional religion. All paths that lead to knowing God have
merit—Sylvia simply invites you to know Him/Her in your own way, free of dogma and fear.

the nature of good and evil: The Nature of Existence: Volume 2 John McTaggart Ellis
McTaggart, Ellis McTaggart, 1988-07-29

the nature of good and evil: A Summary of Philosophy Saint Thomas Aquinas, Richard ]J.
Regan, 2003-01-01 This compact collection of philosophical texts from the Summa Theologica -- on
God, creation, the soul, human acts, moral good and evil, love, habits, virtue, and law -- is presented
newly translated in abridged form and cast in a modified version of the medieval quaestio. Included


https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-164/the-nature-of-good-and-evil.pdf

are only the most important objections and Aquinas' replies; appeals to scriptural, theological, and
philosophical authorities have been omitted. Unlike the ordering of the originals, questions and
answers are here presented prior to objections and replies; the result is a sharp, rich, topically
organised question-answer presentation of Aquinas' major philosophical arguments within a brief
compass. A general Introduction, head notes, a glossary, an index, and a select bibliography offer
expert guidance to the work of this major philosopher.

the nature of good and evil: The Nature of Good and Evil Dale Anderson, 2013-01-01

the nature of good and evil: The Logical Deduction of Chinese Traditional Political Philosophy
Shiwei Zhang, 2021-11-16 This book presents a panoramic and extensive exploration of Chinese
political philosophy, examining key political problems of the past, and the thinkers who addressed
them. As the reader will discover, China’s traditional political philosophy is one with distinctive
national characteristics and ideals. Therefore, the book helps to clarify the evolution of Chinese
political thought, while also investigating fundamental political issues throughout the country’s
history. The book offers a unique resource for researchers and graduate students in the fields of
political science, philosophy, and history, as well as ordinary readers who are interested in China’s
traditional and political culture.

the nature of good and evil: Heroes in the Troubled Times Xiefeng Guimei, 2019-10-10
There was a bright moon three feet above his head, and an azure dragon embroidered on his
sleeves. Riding a horse with a sword, indulging in unbridled pleasures, roaming the Jianghu with his
lover.

the nature of good and evil: The Ante-Nicene Fathers Alexander Roberts, Sir James
Donaldson, Arthur Cleveland Coxe, Allan Menzies, 1905

the nature of good and evil: The Nature of Christ Rosario D’Souza Ph D, 2014-02-05 The Bible
tells us that God became man. This man was Jesus Christ. This book digs deeply into the Bible to
explore the nature of this transformation in great detail. It provides insight into what really
happened, why it happened, and why Satan has been trying his best to keep the real truth under
covers for the past 20 centuries. This book is an eye-opener, but not a light read. If you read this
book, read it slowly, carefully, thoughtfully, boldly and thoroughly.

the nature of good and evil: The Elements of Christian Science. A Treatise Upon Moral
Philosophy and Practice William ADAMS (of Wisconsin.), 1850

the nature of good and evil: The Nature of Good and Evil Paul Lemay, 2023-02-06 The
Nature of Good and Evil contains truths learned by the author and confirmed by his Spirit Guide.
Our world has always been violent and chaotic and the family unit is disintegrating with society. Our
children must be better prepared to enter the adult world. Because if we continue to grow darker in
our behavior all of creation will transform into a world of darkness filled with pain and suffering. You
will discover the true nature of Good and Evil and how it manifests, and their creative effects on our
lives. You will learn how evil originated and specific truths that have been withheld from humanity.
The world is not as it appears to be, and humanity must know the truth about who they are. Evil is a
destructive force that is suppressing humanity and all of creation. Your life of duality is not what
Elohim intended for their children. The free will of humanity has been abused in a dark and negative
manner. Throughout the history of humanity, man has been deceived. The balance of Good versus
Evil is out of whack and Evil is on top. It is now time for action. Time to immediately change how we
live. Because how we live determines how the scales of Good and Evil are balanced. And as it stands
today, man is in danger of creating a dark planet. Discover how Good and Evil impacts you directly
and the world in general and how evil can be manipulated within your life. Learn truths that have
created a false perception of people and the world they live in. Discover ways to overcome the
effects of evil in your life, and how to bring more good into it.

the nature of good and evil: From Nature's Book of Life. The origin of Adam and Eve; the
origin of Jesus Christ, etc , 1867

the nature of good and evil: On Human Nature Thomas Aquinas, Saint Thomas (Aquinas),
1999-01-01 Indeholder Thomas Aquinas kommentarer til Aristoteles: De anima og hans egen Summa



theologica

the nature of good and evil: THE DEVELOPING COURSE OF CHINESE PHILOSOPHY Xuezhi
Liu, 2024-07-30 The Developing Course of Chinese Philosophy deals with the thoughts of Chinese
philosophers and the historical process of philosophical development from pre-Qin to Ming and Qing
dynasties from a new perspective, elaborating the emergence, development, rise, and fall of ancient
Chinese philosophy. The book systematically describes the evolution path of Chinese wisdom,
revealing the main trends and some basic laws of the theoretical thinking of the Chinese nation. The
main contents of this book can be categorized into three aspects. First, the developing course and
framework of Chinese philosophy in different periods; second, representatives of Chinese philosophy
in different periods and the Zeitgeist, the main viewpoints and methodologies they represent; third,
the interrelation and influence of the standpoints of Chinese philosophy in different periods. The
Developing Course of Chinese Philosophy can be roughly divided into the philosophy of pre-Qin
scholars with the theme of political theory, the cosmology-centered philosophy in Qin and Han
dynasties, the metaphysics in Wei and Jin dynasties characterized by ontology, the philosophy of Wei
Jin and the Northern and Southern dynasties in the dispute of Confucianism, Buddhism and Taoism,
the philosophy of Sui and Tang dynasties in Buddhism, Taoism and Confucianism, and the
philosophy of Song, Yuan, Ming and Qing dynasties with the rise and decline of Neo-Confucianism
and the end of ancient Chinese philosophy as the main content. Through detailed elaboration in
different chapters, the book highlights the philosophical thoughts, methodologies, and viewpoints of
different periods in Chinese history, thus presenting a complete logical system of the historical
development and the essence of Chinese philosophy.

the nature of good and evil: Law and New Media Christian Delage, 2019-05-03 Will social
media lead to social law? The force of legal remediation? Virtual courts and online judges? Paperless
trials? Electronic discovery? All of these novel legal developments impact how we conceive of the
practice of law. Here, international specialists from new and established domains of law, media, film
and virtual studies address the emergence of the jurist in the era of digital transmission. From the
cinema of the early 20th century to social media, this volume explores the multiple intersections of
these visual technologies and the law from the theoretical insight they generate to the nature of law
to the impact they have on doctrinal development.

the nature of good and evil: Unraveling Human Nature: Insights from History to
Tomorrow Ranjot Singh Chahal, 2024-04-02 Unraveling Human Nature: Insights from History to
Tomorrow delves into the intricate tapestry of human existence, offering a captivating journey
through the annals of time to the horizon of the future. Through meticulous exploration, this book
navigates the rich historical perspectives, tracing the evolution of ideas on human nature and the
contributions of key thinkers across centuries. From the biological foundations rooted in genetics
and brain structure to the psychological dimensions of emotions, motivations, and personality traits,
this book unveils the multifaceted aspects of human nature. It illuminates the profound influence of
sociocultural factors, such as family, society, and culture, on shaping who we are. Delving into the
complex realm of morality and ethics, the book confronts the timeless questions surrounding the
nature of good and evil, and delves into the intricacies of ethical decision-making. It explores the
boundless potential and development of humanity, examining the transformative journey of growth
and change over the lifespan and the methods for harnessing human potential. Furthermore,
Unraveling Human Nature confronts contemporary debates on nature versus nurture and the
age-old philosophical quandary of free will versus determinism. It peers into the future,
contemplating the impact of technological advances and the ethical considerations that accompany
them. Drawing upon insights from history to tomorrow, this book offers a thought-provoking
narrative that invites readers to contemplate the essence of human nature and its profound
implications for our shared future.

the nature of good and evil: Summa Theologica (All Complete & Unabridged 3 Parts +
Supplement & Appendix + interactive links and annotations) Thomas Aquinas, 2013-08-20
This carefully crafted ebook: Summa Theologica (All Complete & Unabridged 3 Parts + Supplement



& Appendix + interactive links and annotations) is formatted for your eReader with a functional and
detailed table of contents. This ebook is the best-known work of Thomas Aquinas (c.1225-1274).
Although unfinished, the Summa is one of the classics of the history of philosophy and one of the
most influential works of Western literature. It is intended as an instructional guide for moderate
theologians, and a compendium of all of the main theological teachings of the Catholic Church. It
presents the reasoning for almost all points of Christian theology in the West. The Summa
Theologica is divided into three parts, and each of these three parts contains numerous subdivisions.
Part 1 deals primarily with God and comprises discussions of 119 questions concerning the existence
and nature of God, the Creation, angels, the work of the six days of Creation, the essence and nature
of man, and divine government. Part 2 deals with man and includes discussions of 303 questions
concerning the purpose of man, habits, types of law, vices and virtues, prudence and justice,
fortitude and temperance, graces, and the religious versus the secular life. Part 3 deals with Christ
and comprises discussions of 90 questions concerning the Incarnation, the Sacraments, and the
Resurrection. Some editions of the Summa Theologica include a Supplement comprising discussions
of an additional 99 questions concerning a wide variety of loosely related issues such as
excommunication, indulgences, confession, marriage, purgatory, and the relations of the saints
toward the damned. Scholars believe that Rainaldo da Piperno, a friend of Aquinas, probably
gathered the material in this supplement from a work that Aquinas had completed before he began
working on the Summa Theologica. It seeks to describe the relationship between God and man and
to explain how man’s reconciliation with the Divine is made possible at all through Christ. To this
end, Aquinas cites proofs for the existence of God and outlines the activities and nature of God.
Approximately one-half of the Summa Theologica then examines the nature and purpose of man.
Finally, Aquinas devotes his attention to the nature of Christ and the role of the Sacraments in
effecting a bridge between God and man. Within these broad topical boundaries, though, Aquinas
examines the nature of God and man in exquisite detail. His examination includes questions of how
angels act on bodies, the union of body and soul, the cause and remedies of anger, cursing, and the
comparison of one sin with another. Aquinas is attempting to offer a truly universal and rational view
of all existence. Thomas Aquinas, O.P. (1225 - 1274), also Thomas of Aquin or Aquino, was an Italian
Dominican priest, and an immensely influential philosopher and theologian in the tradition of
scholasticism, within which he is also known as the Doctor Angelicus, Doctor Communis, and Doctor
Universalis. He was the foremost classical proponent of natural theology, and the father of Thomism.
His influence on Western thought is considerable, and much of modern philosophy was conceived in
development or refutation of his ideas, particularly in the areas of ethics, natural law, metaphysics,
and political theory.

the nature of good and evil: The Nature of Deity John Evan Turner, 1927
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