
rise and fall of communism
Rise and Fall of Communism: A Historical Journey Through Ideology and Reality

rise and fall of communism is a topic that has fascinated historians, political scientists, and
curious minds alike for decades. It encapsulates one of the most significant ideological movements of
the 20th century, which radically shaped global politics, economies, and societies. From its
revolutionary beginnings to its eventual decline, communism's trajectory offers valuable lessons
about power, governance, human aspirations, and the complexities of societal change.

The Origins: Birth of a Revolutionary Idea

Communism as a political and economic ideology emerged in the 19th century, rooted in the critique
of capitalist societies. The foundational text, *The Communist Manifesto*, written by Karl Marx and
Friedrich Engels in 1848, laid out the vision of a classless society where the means of production
would be owned collectively. Marx’s analysis of capitalism highlighted the exploitation of the
working class (proletariat) by the owners of capital (bourgeoisie) and predicted an eventual
proletarian revolution.

Philosophical Foundations and Early Influences

Marxism, the theoretical backbone of communism, was influenced by earlier socialist thinkers and
the broader intellectual currents of the Enlightenment. The emphasis was on equality, the abolition
of private property, and the belief that history moved through stages driven by class struggle. This
ideology promised a utopian society free from the inequalities and crises seen in capitalist systems.

The Russian Revolution: Communism Comes to Power

The theoretical ideas of communism remained largely academic until the early 20th century when
Russia became the first country to implement communist rule. The Russian Revolution of 1917, led
by Vladimir Lenin and the Bolshevik party, overthrew the Tsarist autocracy and aimed to establish a
proletarian state. This marked the beginning of the Soviet Union, the world's first communist state,
which sought to build socialism through central planning and collective ownership.

The Spread and Expansion of Communism

Following the Russian example, communism spread to various parts of the world, particularly in the
aftermath of World War II. The geopolitical rivalry between the United States and the Soviet
Union—the Cold War—further fueled the expansion of communist ideology.



Communism in Eastern Europe and Asia

Eastern Europe saw a wave of communist governments installed after WWII, often backed by Soviet
influence. Countries like Poland, East Germany, Czechoslovakia, and Hungary adopted communist
systems, creating the Eastern Bloc. Meanwhile, in Asia, communism gained ground through
revolutionary movements, notably:

- **China**: Under Mao Zedong, the Chinese Communist Party seized power in 1949, establishing
the People’s Republic of China.
- **Vietnam**: The communist-led Viet Minh fought against French colonial rule and later the US-
backed South Vietnamese government.
- **Korea**: The Korean Peninsula was divided, with the North under communist rule, leading to the
Korean War.

The Appeal and Challenges of Communist Governance

Communism attracted support by promising social justice, land reform, and workers’ rights. It
resonated especially in countries with stark inequalities or colonial histories. However,
implementing communist policies proved complex. Centralized economic planning often led to
inefficiencies, shortages, and stifled innovation. Political repression was common, as single-party
states suppressed dissent to maintain control.

The Decline: Factors Leading to the Fall of Communism

By the late 20th century, the once-expanding communist bloc began to unravel. The fall of
communism was not a sudden event but a process influenced by economic, political, and social
factors.

Economic Stagnation and Systemic Weaknesses

One of the critical reasons for communism’s decline was the failure to keep pace economically with
capitalist countries. The Soviet Union and its allies struggled with:

- Inefficient central planning that ignored market signals.
- Lack of incentives for productivity and innovation.
- Heavy military spending that drained resources.

These weaknesses led to stagnation and declining living standards, eroding popular support.

Political Reform and Rising Dissent

In the 1980s, Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev introduced reforms known as *glasnost* (openness)



and *perestroika* (restructuring) to revitalize the Soviet system. However, these reforms
unintentionally unleashed pent-up demands for political freedom and transparency. Across Eastern
Europe, movements for democracy gained momentum, leading to a wave of revolutions in 1989.

The Role of the Cold War and International Pressure

The prolonged Cold War rivalry drained communist states economically and politically. The arms
race with the West, combined with global isolation, further weakened communist regimes.
Moreover, the ideological appeal of communism diminished as stories of authoritarianism and
economic hardship became widely known.

The Aftermath: Post-Communist Transitions

The collapse of communist governments in Eastern Europe and the Soviet Union triggered profound
transformations worldwide.

Economic and Political Transitions

Former communist countries faced the enormous challenge of transitioning to market economies
and democratic governance. This process was often turbulent, marked by:

- Economic recessions and unemployment spikes.
- Political instability and the rise of new parties.
- Social upheaval due to rapid changes in social safety nets.

Some countries, like Poland and the Czech Republic, managed relatively successful transitions, while
others struggled with corruption and authoritarian backslides.

Legacy and Continuing Influence

Although the Soviet Union dissolved in 1991, communism as an ideology has not vanished
completely. China, Vietnam, Cuba, and North Korea still maintain communist parties in power, albeit
with varying degrees of economic liberalization. Globally, the rise and fall of communism remains a
reference point in debates about governance, economic models, and social justice.

Lessons from the Rise and Fall of Communism

Reflecting on the rise and fall of communism offers several insights:

- **Ideals vs. Practice**: The gap between communist ideals and how they were implemented
highlights the challenges of translating ideology into effective governance.



- **Economic Systems**: It underscores the importance of flexibility and innovation in economic
systems.
- **Human Rights and Freedom**: The suppression of political freedoms in many communist states
serves as a cautionary tale about the dangers of authoritarianism.
- **Global Impact**: The Cold War shaped international relations for decades, influencing diplomacy,
military strategy, and cultural exchanges.

Understanding these dynamics helps contextualize current political and economic systems and the
ongoing debates about equality, justice, and governance models.

The story of communism is not just a tale of political rise and fall but a complex narrative of human
aspirations, struggles, and the quest for a better society. As history continues to unfold, the lessons
from this era remain relevant and thought-provoking.

Frequently Asked Questions

What were the main causes of the rise of communism in the
early 20th century?
The rise of communism in the early 20th century was primarily due to widespread social inequality,
harsh working conditions, economic instability, and the influence of Marxist ideology advocating for
a classless society. The Russian Revolution of 1917 was a pivotal event that led to the establishment
of the first communist state.

How did the Soviet Union contribute to the spread of
communism globally?
The Soviet Union actively promoted communism by supporting communist parties and movements
worldwide through funding, training, and political backing. This included influencing Eastern
Europe after World War II, supporting revolutions in Asia, Africa, and Latin America, and fostering
the creation of the Eastern Bloc during the Cold War.

What factors led to the decline and fall of communism in
Eastern Europe?
The decline of communism in Eastern Europe was caused by economic stagnation, political
repression, the failure to meet citizens' needs, the influence of reformist movements like Solidarity
in Poland, and the weakening of Soviet control under Mikhail Gorbachev's policies of glasnost and
perestroika. The fall of the Berlin Wall in 1989 symbolized the collapse of communist regimes in the
region.

How did Mikhail Gorbachev's policies impact the fate of
communism in the Soviet Union?
Gorbachev introduced reforms such as glasnost (openness) and perestroika (restructuring) aimed at
modernizing the Soviet system. While intended to strengthen communism, these policies



inadvertently exposed systemic problems, encouraged political dissent, and accelerated nationalist
movements, ultimately contributing to the dissolution of the Soviet Union in 1991.

What role did the Cold War play in both the rise and fall of
communism?
The Cold War intensified the ideological struggle between communism and capitalism, leading to the
expansion of communist influence through proxy wars and alliances. However, the economic and
political pressures of the Cold War, including the arms race and competition with the West, strained
communist states and contributed to their eventual collapse in the late 20th century.

What is the legacy of communism in today's world?
Communism's legacy includes significant social and economic changes in countries where it was
implemented, influencing global politics, inspiring various leftist movements, and shaping debates
about equality and governance. While traditional communist states largely collapsed, elements of
communist ideology continue to affect political thought, and some countries like China and Cuba
maintain communist governments with modified economic systems.

Additional Resources
The Rise and Fall of Communism: A Historical and Ideological Review

rise and fall of communism marks one of the most significant political and economic
transformations in modern history. Emerging from the ideological ferment of the 19th century and
culminating in the geopolitical upheavals of the 20th century, communism reshaped global power
dynamics, social structures, and economic models. This article delves into the complex trajectory of
communism, tracing its origins, expansion, peak influence, and eventual decline, while analyzing the
factors that contributed to its rise and fall across different regions.

Origins and Ideological Foundations

Communism as a political ideology is rooted in the works of Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels,
particularly their 1848 manifesto, *The Communist Manifesto*. The doctrine advocated for a
classless society, the abolition of private property, and the collective ownership of the means of
production. It promised liberation from exploitation under capitalism, envisioning a proletarian
revolution to overthrow bourgeois dominance.

The rise of communism cannot be separated from the broader context of industrialization,
urbanization, and growing social inequalities in 19th-century Europe. Workers' movements and
socialist parties began to coalesce around the idea of systemic change, inspired by Marxist theory.
However, early communism remained more of a theoretical framework than a concrete political
force until the early 20th century.



The Rise of Communism in the 20th Century

The Bolshevik Revolution and Soviet Experiment

The defining moment in the rise of communism was the Russian Revolution of 1917. Under Vladimir
Lenin’s leadership, the Bolsheviks seized power, establishing the first communist state—the Soviet
Union. This event marked the transition from ideology to state practice, with sweeping reforms
including land redistribution, nationalization of industries, and the establishment of a one-party
system.

The Soviet Union became the epicenter for communist ideology and inspired movements worldwide.
The model combined Marxist-Leninist principles with centralized planning and authoritarian
governance, which was seen as necessary to defend the revolution and build socialism in a
predominantly agrarian society.

Global Spread and Cold War Dynamics

Communism’s appeal spread rapidly in the aftermath of World War II, particularly in Eastern
Europe, China, and parts of Asia and Latin America. The rise and fall of communism in these regions
were influenced by local conditions, colonial histories, and geopolitical pressures.

- In Eastern Europe, Soviet influence established communist regimes across countries like Poland,
East Germany, Hungary, and Czechoslovakia.
- Mao Zedong’s victory in China (1949) created the world’s most populous communist state,
adapting Marxism to Chinese realities through the concept of peasant revolution.
- Communist insurgencies and governments appeared in Vietnam, Cuba, North Korea, and several
African nations.

The ideological clash between the capitalist West, led by the United States, and the communist East
dominated global politics during the Cold War era. This bipolar tension influenced economic policies,
military alliances, and proxy wars for nearly five decades.

Structural Features and Challenges of Communist
Regimes

Communist states typically featured centralized economic planning, state ownership of resources,
and suppression of political dissent. While these systems achieved rapid industrialization and
improvements in literacy and healthcare in some cases, they also faced intrinsic challenges:

Economic inefficiencies: Lack of market signals often led to resource misallocation and
stagnation.



Political repression: One-party rule suppressed alternative viewpoints and curtailed personal
freedoms.

Corruption and bureaucratization: The concentration of power bred inefficiency and
corruption within party elites.

Despite these issues, communist regimes maintained significant appeal due to their emphasis on
social equality, universal education, and welfare provisions. The promise of eradicating poverty and
imperialism galvanized many supporters.

The Fall of Communism: Causes and Consequences

Economic Decline and Political Stagnation

By the late 20th century, the rise and fall of communism became evident as economic problems
mounted. The Soviet Union and its satellite states faced stagnation, technological backwardness,
and an inability to compete with capitalist economies that embraced market reforms and innovation.

The rigidity of centralized planning, combined with a failure to address consumer needs, led to
public dissatisfaction. Political structures became ossified, lacking mechanisms for reform or
responsiveness. These internal weaknesses were compounded by external pressures, including the
arms race with the United States and the burden of maintaining control over Eastern Europe.

Reform Attempts and Collapse

In the 1980s, attempts at reform such as Mikhail Gorbachev’s policies of *perestroika*
(restructuring) and *glasnost* (openness) sought to revitalize the Soviet system. However, these
reforms inadvertently unleashed forces that hastened the collapse of communist rule. Increased
transparency exposed systemic corruption and inefficiencies, emboldening dissent and nationalist
movements.

The fall of the Berlin Wall in 1989 symbolized the unraveling of communist regimes across Eastern
Europe. By 1991, the Soviet Union dissolved, marking the definitive end of the communist bloc as a
global power.

Aftermath and Legacy

The post-communist transition varied widely among former communist states. Some embraced
liberal democracy and market economies, while others struggled with political instability and
economic hardship. Countries like China and Vietnam retained communist party control but
incorporated market-oriented reforms, creating hybrid models often termed “socialism with Chinese



characteristics.”

The rise and fall of communism left enduring legacies in global politics, economics, and ideology. It
reshaped international relations, inspired ongoing debates about equality and justice, and serves as
a cautionary tale about the challenges of centralized control and ideological rigidity.

Comparative Perspectives on Communism’s Impact

Analyzing the rise and fall of communism requires a nuanced understanding of its diverse
manifestations. For instance:

Economic Outcomes: While the Soviet model struggled with inefficiency, some communist1.
states achieved significant industrial growth and social development in early phases.

Human Rights and Governance: The suppression of dissent and lack of pluralism contrasted2.
sharply with the social welfare gains touted by communist regimes.

Global Influence: The ideological competition spurred technological advancements such as3.
space exploration and influenced decolonization movements worldwide.

Such comparisons highlight that communism’s rise and fall was not a monolithic event but a
multifaceted historical process with both achievements and failures.

The Continuing Relevance of Communism

Although the traditional communist regimes of the 20th century have largely vanished or
transformed, communist ideology continues to influence politics and social movements. In some
countries, communist parties remain active, advocating for workers’ rights, anti-capitalist policies,
and social justice.

Moreover, the rise and fall of communism prompts ongoing reflection on issues such as inequality,
globalization, and state intervention in the economy. The challenges faced by communist
states—balancing efficiency with equity, authority with freedom—remain pertinent in contemporary
political discourse.

The historical arc of communism underscores the complexities inherent in translating ideological
visions into sustainable governance models. As new economic and political paradigms emerge, the
lessons drawn from communism’s dramatic rise and fall continue to resonate across the world.



Rise And Fall Of Communism

  rise and fall of communism: The Rise and Fall of Communism Archie Brown, 2009-10-13
Published to coincide with the twentieth anniversary of the fall of the Berlin Wall — a definitive and
ground-breaking account of the revolutionary ideology that changed the modern world. The
inexorable rise of Communism was the most momentous political phenomenon of the first half of the
twentieth century. Its demise in Europe and its decline elsewhere have produced the most profound
political changes of the last few decades. In this illuminating book, based on forty years of study and
a wealth of new sources, Archie Brown provides a comprehensive history as well as an original and
highly readable analysis of an ideology that has shaped the world and still rules over a fifth of
humanity. A compelling new work from an internationally renowned specialist,The Rise and Fall of
Communismpromises to be the definitive study of the most remarkable political and human story of
our times. From the Hardcover edition.
  rise and fall of communism: The Rise And Fall Of Communism Richard H Hudelson,
2019-06-21 Writing this book has been a rewarding but challenging experience. Along the way I•
have had the helpful comments and criticisms of a number of friends and colleagues. Pat Maus,
Susanna Frenkel, Kit Christensen, and Carl Ross read the entire manuscript. Steve Chilton, Milan
Kovacovic, and .Marina Rumyantseva read parts of it. They and the reviewers for Westview Press
have weeded out many errors and forced me to think through a number of difficult points. The errors
and confusions that remain do so in spite of their best efforts. I thank them all. I would also like to
thank Spencer Carr of Westview Press for his support of this project and for his editorial
suggestions, which resulted in major improvements. Finally, thanks to Jean Vileta for her editorial
assistance in preparing the manuscript for publication.
  rise and fall of communism: The Rise and Fall of Communism in Russia Robert V.
Daniels, 2008-10-01 Distinguished historian of the Soviet period Robert V. Daniels offers a
penetrating survey of the evolution of the Soviet system and its ideology. In a tightly woven series of
analyses written during his career-long inquiry into the Soviet Union, Daniels explores the Soviet
experience from Karl Marx to Boris Yeltsin and shows how key ideological notions were altered as
Soviet history unfolded. The book exposes a long history of American misunderstanding of the Soviet
Union, leading up to the grand surprise of its collapse in 1991. Daniels's perspective is always
original, and his assessments, some worked out years ago, are strikingly prescient in the light of
post-1991 archival revelations. Soviet Communism evolved and decayed over the decades, Daniels
argues, through a prolonged revolutionary process, combined with the challenges of modernization
and the personal struggles between ideologues and power-grabbers.
  rise and fall of communism: The Rise and Fall of Communism Richard Hudelson (H.), 1993
  rise and fall of communism: The Rise and Fall of Communism Richard Hudelson, 1993-01
Tracing the evolution of the communist movement from its beginning in 18th-century Britain, this
book encapsulates the history, philosophy, politics and economics of communism. The text provides
an introduction to this history for students and others who may know little of communism.
  rise and fall of communism: The Rise and Fall of Communism Sunil Kumar Sarker, 1994
Marx Posed As The Mesiah To The Down¬Trodden. He Declared That Communism Will, In The
Words Of The German Poet Lessing, Blotch(Es) Up The Loopholes In The Structures Of The World.
There Will Be One World, One Flag, One Humanity, And One Ideology. Being Carried Away By The
Charisma Of Lenin And Stalin, The Down¬Trodden Conquered About One-Third Of The World To Be
Governed From Moscow. The Hammer, Sickle And Star Embossed Red Flag Fluttered In The Sky.
The Whole Bourgeois World Trembled. But Very Soon The Hammer Fell On The Head Of Trotsky
And Soon The Teeth Of The Sickle Got Rusted And Lastly The Star Fell To The Ground Like A Burnt
Up Meteor. Why Did The People Get Attracted To Communism? How Did Communism Temporarily
Succeed In Con¬Quering A Part Of The World? What Did The People Get From Communism? Why
One Communism Broke Up Into Many Com¬Munisms ? Why Did Communism Fall? And, Lastly,

https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-164/rise-and-fall-of-communism.pdf


What Political Garb The World May Wear In The Near Future?These Are The Questions The Author
Tries To Answer Here.
  rise and fall of communism: Rise And Fall Of Communism In Eastern Europe Ben
Fowkes, 1993-07-13
  rise and fall of communism: The Rise and Fall of Communism in Eastern Europe Ben Fowkes,
1993-01-01
  rise and fall of communism: Revolution In Eastcentral Europe David S Mason, 2019-06-26 The
year 1989 marked a turning point in world history, a watershed year of unprecedented drama and
political significance. No matter how one looks at those events–as the fall of communism, the
democratization of Eastern Europe, or the end of the cold war–it is important to understand how the
world travelled the distance of time, space, and ideology to arrive at the Berlin Wall and tear it
down. David Mason provides that understanding in a concise synthesis of history, politics,
economics, sociology, literature, philosophy, and popular, as well as traditional, culture. He shows
how all these elements combined to yield the year that effectively closed the twentieth century–and
promised to launch the new century on a hopeful note. Starting with Poland's elections in June 1989,
the countries of then-communist Eastern Europe one by one revolutionized their governments and
their polities; Hungary opened its borders to the West, East Germany rushed through,
Czechoslovakia elected Vaclav Havel president, Bulgaria changed both party and leadership, and
Romania executed Ceausescu. Although Gorbachev enabled many of these changes, he did not cause
them. The illumination of the complex symbiosis between dynamics in Eastern Europe and the Soviet
Union is one of the greatest contributions this book makes. With undercurrents emphasizing the
power of ideas, the spirit of youth, and the multifaceted force of culture and ethnicity, Mason takes
the reader far beyond the events of change and into their impetus and outcomes. He applies theories
of social movements, democratization, and economic transition with an even hand, showing the
interaction of their effects not only regionally but worldwide. The concluding chapter puts the
revolutions in Eastern Europe into international perspective and highlights their impact on
East-West relations, security alliances, and economic integration. Mason discusses the European
Community, the United States and the Soviet Union, and the Third World in relation to the new
East-Central European configuration. Using delightful and provocative cartoons from Eastern
European and Soviet presses, interesting photos, valuable tables of data, and illuminating figures,
Mason emphasizes important points about the role of nationalism, ethnicity, public opinion, and
harsh economic reality in the revolutionary process.
  rise and fall of communism: The Undivided Past David Cannadine, 2014-01-14 From one of
our most acclaimed historians, a wise and provocative call to re-examine the way we look at the
past: not merely as the story of incessant conflict between groups but also of human solidarity
throughout the ages. Investigating the six most salient categories of human identity, difference, and
confrontation—religion, nation, class, gender, race, and civilization—David Cannadine questions just
how determinative each of them has really been. For while each has motivated people dramatically
at particular moments, they have rarely been as pervasive, as divisive, or as important as is
suggested by such simplified polarities as “us versus them,” “black versus white,” or “the clash of
civilizations.” For most of recorded time, these identities have been more fluid and these differences
less unbridgeable than political leaders, media commentators—and some historians—would have us
believe. Throughout history, in fact, fruitful conversations have continually taken place across these
allegedly impermeable boundaries of identity: the world, as Cannadine shows, has never been simply
and starkly divided between any two adversarial solidarities but always an interplay of overlapping
constituencies. Yet our public discourse is polarized more than ever around the same simplistic
divisions, and Manichean narrative has become the default mode to explain everything that is
happening in the world today. With wide-ranging erudition, David Cannadine compellingly argues
against the pervasive and pernicious idea that conflict is the inevitable state of human affairs. The
Undivided Past is an urgently needed work of history, one that is also about the present—and the
future.



  rise and fall of communism: Rise and Fall of Communism Social Studies School Service, 2003
  rise and fall of communism: World History Readers Rob Waring, 2017
  rise and fall of communism: Communism Mark Sandle, 2014-06-06 Why did communism
grow so quickly? Why did it spread to turn almost half of the world red by the mid-1970s? What
impact did it have upon capitalism and capitalist society? Communism is a concise introduction to
one of the most important and influential movements of the 20th century. It shows how the modern
communist movement emerged out of radical millenarian movements of the Middle Ages and the
English Civil War, becoming a mass movement of industrial society, seeking to overturn capitalism
and replace it with a society of equality, justice, harmony and co-operation. It traces the growth of
modern communism from its beginnings in the early nineteenth century to its position of global
power at the end of the Second World War. Mark Sandle investigates the ultimate failure of
communism as a political ideology, and concludes by asking how far the historical record of
communism has been used to conceal the historical record of capitalism. Ideal for courses in both
History and Politics.
  rise and fall of communism: The Rise and Fall of the Soviet Union Martin Mccauley,
2014-01-14 'An expert in probing mafia-type relationships in present-day Russia, Martin McCauley
here offers a vigorously written scrutiny of Soviet politics and society since the days of Lenin and
Stalin.' John Keep, Professor Emeritus, University of Toronto. The birth of the Soviet Union surprised
many; its demise amazed the whole world. How did imperial Russia give way to the Soviet Union in
1917, and why did the USSR collapse so quickly in 1991? Marxism promised paradise on earth, but
the Communist Party never had true power, instead allowing Lenin and Stalin to become dictators
who ruled in its name. The failure of the planned economy to live up to expectations led to a boom in
the unplanned economy, in particular the black market. In turn, this led to the growth of organised
crime and corruption within the government. The Rise and Fall of the Soviet Union examines the
strengths, weaknesses, and contradictions of the first Marxist state, and reassesses the role of
power, authority and legitimacy in Soviet politics. Including first-person accounts, anecdotes,
illustrations and diagrams to illustrate key concepts, McCauley provides a seminal history of
twentieth-century Russia.
  rise and fall of communism: The Rise and Fall of the Communist Revolution Warren Hasty
Carroll, 1995 This magisterial study of international Communism presents the whole mighty drama
of global socialism and Marxism: from its pre-Bolshevik origins through the establishment of a
Communist empire over one third the world population to the shattering defeat of the Soviet state in
1991. A landmark work of history, exhaustively documented and narrated in a compelling style.
  rise and fall of communism: 1993 Patt Leonard, Rebecca Routh, 1996 Journal articles, books,
book chapters, book reviews, dissertations, and selected government publications on East-Central
Europe and the former Soviet Union published in the United States and Canada
  rise and fall of communism: Borneo in the Cold War, 1950-1990 Keat Gin Ooi, 2019-08-02
Although by about 1950 both British Borneo, including the protected sultanate of Brunei, and
Indonesian Borneo seemed settled under their different regimes and well on the way to post-war
reconstruction and economic development, the upheavals which affected Southeast and East Asia
during the Cold War period also deeply affected Borneo. Besides the impact of the Korean and
Vietnam Wars and the Malayan Emergency and communist uprisings in other Southeast Asian
states, there was within Borneo the attempted communist takeover of Sarawak from the 1950s, a
failed coup d’état in Brunei in 1962, Sukarno’s Konfrontasi (confrontation) with Malaysia, and the
horrific purge of Leftists and ethnic Chinese in the late 1960s. This book details these momentous
events and assesses their impact on Borneo and its people. It is a sequel to the author’s earlier
books The Japanese Occupation of Borneo, 1941-1945 (2011) and Post-War Borneo, 1945-1950:
Nationalism, Empire, and State-Building (2013), collectively a trilogy.
  rise and fall of communism: The Communist Party of the United States Fraser M.
Ottanelli, 1991 Fraser M. Ottanelli examines the history of the Communist Party of the United States
(CPUSA) from the stock market crash to the reconstitution of the Party in 1945. He explains the



appeal of the CPUSA and its emergence as the foremost vehicle of left-wing radicalism during these
years. Ottanelli looks at the Party's domestic policies and activities concerning labor, race, youth,
the unemployed, as well as the Party's changing attitude toward FDR and the New Deal, its policies
in foreign affairs, and war-time activities.
  rise and fall of communism: The Fairness Instinct L. Sun, 2013-10-15 Combining research
from the social sciences, hard sciences, and the humanities, this accessible cross-disciplinary book
offers fascinating insights into a key component of human nature and society. What do the Arab
Spring, the Robin Hood legend, Occupy Wall Street, and the American taxpayer reaction to the $182
billion bailout of AIG have in common? All are rooted in a deeply ingrained sense of fairness. But
where does this universal instinct come from? This is the driving question at the heart of L. Sun’s
The Fairness Instinct. Thinkers from Aristotle to Kant, from Augustine to John Rawls, and religions
from Christianity to Confucianism, have offered great insight into the nature and origins of this basic
human desire for fairness. Based on the most recent scientific discoveries in behavioral genetics,
neuroscience, psychology, anthropology, economics, and evolution, Sun argues that the origins of
the fairness instinct cannot be found exclusively in the philosophical, social, and political
perspectives to which we so often turn; rather, they can be traced to something much deeper in our
biological makeup. Taking as his starting point Frans De Waal’s seminal study showing that
Capuchin monkeys revolt when they are shortchanged by receiving a less valuable reward than their
peers receive for the same task, Sun synthesizes a wide range of research to explore the biological
roots of the fairness instinct. He shows that fairness is much more than a moral value or ideological
construct; fairness is in our DNA. Combining scientific rigor with accessible and reader-friendly
language to relate fascinating stories of animal and human behavior, The Fairness Instinct lays out
an evolutionary roadmap for how fairness emerges and thrives under natural selection and how two
powerful engines—social living and social hierarchy—have fueled the evolution of this intricate and
potent instinct in all of us. Probing into the motives that underlie such phenomena as envy,
consumerism, anti-intellectualism, revenge, revolution, terrorism, marriage, democracy, and
religion, Sun showcases the power of the fairness instinct to make our history, shape our society,
and rule our social lives.
  rise and fall of communism: The New Geography of Global Income Inequality Glenn
Firebaugh, 2009-07 The surprising finding of this book is that, contrary to conventional wisdom,
global income inequality is decreasing. Critics of globalization and others maintain that the spread of
consumer capitalism is dramatically polarizing the worldwide distribution of income. But as the
demographer Glenn Firebaugh carefully shows, income inequality for the world peaked in the late
twentieth century and is now heading downward because of declining income inequality across
nations. Furthermore, as income inequality declines across nations, it is rising within nations
(though not as rapidly as it is declining across nations). Firebaugh claims that this historic transition
represents a new geography of global income inequality in the twenty-first century. This book
documents the new geography, describes its causes, and explains why other analysts have missed
one of the defining features of our era--a transition in inequality that is reducing the importance of
where a person is born in determining his or her future well-being.
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