pride and prejudice and zombies

Pride and Prejudice and Zombies: When Classic Literature Meets the Undead

pride and prejudice and zombies is not your typical Jane Austen novel. It’s a fascinating
mash-up that blends the timeless wit and social commentary of Austen’s beloved "Pride
and Prejudice" with an unexpected twist—zombies. This unusual combination has
captivated readers and moviegoers alike, creating a unique literary and pop culture
phenomenon. If you've ever wondered how Elizabeth Bennet would fare against a horde of
the undead or how Mr. Darcy’s brooding charm holds up in a zombie apocalypse, this article
will take you on a deep dive into the world of "Pride and Prejudice and Zombies."

The Origins of Pride and Prejudice and Zombies

"Pride and Prejudice and Zombies" was originally published in 2009 by Seth Grahame-
Smith. The book is a parody and homage that takes Jane Austen’s classic 1813 novel and
adds a layer of horror and action by inserting zombie mayhem into the Regency-era setting.
Grahame-Smith kept much of Austen’s original text intact but interwove it with new scenes
involving martial arts, zombie attacks, and undead threats.

This inventive approach falls under the genre of “mash-up literature,” where two seemingly
incompatible genres are combined to create something fresh and entertaining. It's a
testament to the enduring popularity of Austen’s novel that it can be reimagined in such a
radically different way while still resonating with audiences.

Why Pride and Prejudice and Zombies Captivates
Readers

The success of "Pride and Prejudice and Zombies" hinges on a few key factors that make it
stand out:

A Unique Blend of Genres

Combining classic literature with horror and comedy was a bold move. The original "Pride
and Prejudice" is known for its sharp social critique, romantic tension, and elegant prose,
while zombie fiction often focuses on survival, horror, and action. By merging these, the
book appeals to fans of both genres and introduces each to new audiences.

Strong, Unconventional Characters

In this version, Elizabeth Bennet is not just a witty, intelligent woman; she’s also a highly



trained zombie slayer. This transformation adds depth and excitement to her character,
making her a symbol of empowerment and resilience. The Bennet sisters, traditionally seen
as refined ladies, are reimagined as fierce warriors skilled in kung fu and weaponry.

Humor and Satire

The book cleverly pokes fun at Regency-era social conventions while also satirizing the
zombie genre itself. The juxtaposition of polite society with gruesome zombie battles
creates a comedic effect that keeps readers engaged. It’s a playful reminder that even the
most revered classics can be reinterpreted with a sense of fun.

Exploring the Plot: What’s Different in Pride and
Prejudice and Zombies?

While the central storyline of romantic entanglements and social misunderstandings
remains, the addition of zombies drastically changes the stakes. The English countryside is
plagued by a zombie epidemic, and everyone must be prepared to fight for survival.

The Bennet Family as Zombie Fighters

The Bennet sisters train in martial arts to protect themselves and their community. Their
father, Mr. Bennet, is portrayed as a seasoned warrior, adding a new layer of family
dynamics to the story. The sisters’ training sequences and combat scenes are vivid and
thrilling, a stark contrast to the genteel ballrooms and drawing rooms of the original novel.

Mr. Darcy’s Character with a Twist

Mr. Darcy, the enigmatic and proud gentleman, is also transformed into a formidable
fighter. His conflicted feelings for Elizabeth gain intensity amid the chaos of the zombie
outbreak. This duality of romance and survival adds complexity to his character.

The Zombie Threat

The undead are relentless and terrifying, representing a constant danger that forces
characters to confront not only external threats but also their own prejudices and fears. The
zombies serve as a metaphor for societal decay and the challenges of change, echoing
themes present in Austen’s original work.



The Impact on Popular Culture

Since its publication, "Pride and Prejudice and Zombies" has sparked a wave of interest in
genre mash-ups and inspired adaptations across various media.

The 2016 Film Adaptation

A major motion picture adaptation was released in 2016, starring Lily James as Elizabeth
Bennet and Sam Riley as Mr. Darcy. The film brought the novel’s quirky premise to life with
impressive action sequences, period costumes, and a tongue-in-cheek tone that honored
both the source material and the zombie genre.

Influence on Literature and Media

The book’s success encouraged other authors and creators to experiment with blending
classic literature and pop culture elements. It helped popularize a trend where beloved
stories are reinvented with fantastical or horror twists, showing that classic tales can evolve
in unexpected directions.

Why You Should Give Pride and Prejudice and
Zombies a Read

If you're a fan of Jane Austen’s sharp social observations but crave a bit of adrenaline and
horror in your reading, "Pride and Prejudice and Zombies" offers the best of both worlds.

* Engaging Characters: Experience familiar characters in a new light, with added
depth and action.

* Fresh Perspective: The novel challenges traditional notions of historical fiction by
incorporating horror elements.

e Humor and Wit: Enjoy a story that is as funny as it is thrilling, with clever dialogue
and satirical undertones.

e Survival and Society: Reflect on how societal norms are tested in extraordinary
circumstances.



How Pride and Prejudice and Zombies Reflects
Modern Storytelling Trends

This novel exemplifies how contemporary readers and writers are increasingly interested in
revisiting classic narratives through new lenses. The blending of genres, the elevation of
female protagonists, and the infusion of humor into traditionally serious works are all
characteristics of modern storytelling.

Empowerment Through Reinterpretation

By turning Elizabeth Bennet into a zombie slayer, the book taps into the desire for strong,
capable heroines who defy societal expectations. This resonates with today’s audiences
who value representation and empowerment in literature.

The Appeal of Genre Mash-Ups

Combining romance, horror, and historical fiction opens up creative possibilities and
encourages readers to explore beyond their usual preferences. It also highlights the
flexibility of classic stories to be adapted and enjoyed in new contexts.

Tips for Enjoying Pride and Prejudice and
Zombies

If you decide to pick up this novel, here are some pointers to enhance your reading
experience:

1. Familiarize Yourself with the Original: Having a basic understanding of Austen’s
"Pride and Prejudice" can help you appreciate the clever twists and references.

2. Embrace the Humor: The book doesn’t take itself too seriously, so enjoy the playful
tone and absurd situations.

3. Expect Action and Romance: The balance of zombie battles and romantic drama
keeps the pace exciting.

4. Look for Social Commentary: Pay attention to how the story critiques both
Regency society and modern pop culture.

Exploring "Pride and Prejudice and Zombies" offers a delightful journey through a
reimagined world where elegance meets apocalypse, and wit combats the undead. Whether



you're a longtime Austen fan or a zombie enthusiast, this novel provides a unique reading
adventure that challenges conventions and sparks the imagination.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Pride and Prejudice and Zombies' about?

'Pride and Prejudice and Zombies' is a parody novel by Seth Grahame-Smith that combines
Jane Austen's classic 'Pride and Prejudice' with elements of zombie horror, featuring
Elizabeth Bennet and Mr. Darcy in a world plagued by a zombie outbreak.

Who wrote 'Pride and Prejudice and Zombies'?

The novel was written by Seth Grahame-Smith, who blended Jane Austen's original text with
new zombie-themed content.

Is 'Pride and Prejudice and Zombies' a faithful
adaptation of Jane Austen's original?

While it uses much of the original text from Jane Austen's 'Pride and Prejudice,' the novel
adds a significant twist by incorporating zombie horror elements, making it a humorous and
creative reimagining rather than a faithful adaptation.

Has 'Pride and Prejudice and Zombies' been adapted
into a movie?

Yes, 'Pride and Prejudice and Zombies' was adapted into a film released in 2016, starring
Lily James as Elizabeth Bennet and Sam Riley as Mr. Darcy.

What genre does 'Pride and Prejudice and Zombies'
belong to?

'‘Pride and Prejudice and Zombies' belongs to the mashup genre, combining elements of
classic literature, horror, comedy, and fantasy.

Why is 'Pride and Prejudice and Zombies' popular
among readers?

The novel is popular because it creatively blends the beloved classic romance and social
commentary of Jane Austen with the thrilling and humorous twist of zombie apocalypse,
appealing to fans of both literature and horror genres.



Additional Resources

Pride and Prejudice and Zombies: A Unique Fusion of Classic Literature and Horror

pride and prejudice and zombies is a literary phenomenon that has intrigued readers by
blending Jane Austen’s beloved 1813 novel with the macabre elements of zombie fiction.
This unexpected mash-up transforms the genteel world of Regency England into a
battleground where manners and martial arts collide with the undead. By examining this
creative hybrid, one can better understand its appeal, its place within both literary and pop
culture, and its broader implications for adaptations of classic works.

The Genesis of Pride and Prejudice and Zombies

Originally penned by Seth Grahame-Smith and published in 2009, Pride and Prejudice and
Zombies took the classic romantic narrative of Elizabeth Bennet and Mr. Darcy and injected
it with a zombie apocalypse twist. The novel retains much of Austen's original prose,
overlaying it with new scenes featuring martial arts-trained heroines, gruesome battles, and
a persistent undead threat.

This hybrid genre is often categorized as "mash-up literature," a trend that gained traction
in the early 21st century by combining classic texts with contemporary or speculative
fiction elements. Pride and Prejudice and Zombies stands out due to the stark contrast
between Austen’s genteel social commentary and the visceral horror of zombies.

Blending Regency Romance with Zombie Horror

The juxtaposition of Regency-era social norms and zombie violence creates an intriguing
tension that appeals to diverse audiences. Austen’s original work explores themes of class,
marriage, and morality within a rigid social hierarchy. In contrast, the zombie aspect
introduces survivalism, physical combat, and a dystopian undertone.

This blend allows readers to engage with familiar characters in unfamiliar circumstances,
providing fresh perspectives on Elizabeth Bennet’s independence and Mr. Darcy’s stoicism.
The addition of zombies amplifies the stakes of the narrative, transforming social dances
and letters into matters of life and death.

Impact on Popular Culture and Media Adaptations

The success of Pride and Prejudice and Zombies extended beyond the page, inspiring a
2016 film adaptation directed by Burr Steers and starring Lily James and Sam Riley. The
movie attempted to capture the novel’s unique tone by balancing period drama with horror-
comedy, though critical reception was mixed.

Moreover, the novel has influenced other media, encouraging adaptations and parodies
that mix genres in unexpected ways. The idea of combining classic literature with



supernatural or horror elements has since been applied to other works, such as Sense and
Sensibility and Sea Monsters, signaling a growing appetite for genre-bending storytelling.

Comparative Analysis with Other Literary Mash-ups

Pride and Prejudice and Zombies can be compared with other similar mash-ups to better
understand its uniqueness:

e Sense and Sensibility and Sea Monsters: Also by Seth Grahame-Smith, this novel
similarly overlays Austen’s work with fantastical elements but leans more towards
aquatic monsters rather than zombies.

e Abraham Lincoln: Vampire Hunter: Another Grahame-Smith creation, this
reimagines a historical figure within a supernatural context, demonstrating the trend
of blending history or literature with horror fiction.

e Jane Slayre: A mash-up of Charlotte Bronté's Jane Eyre and vampire lore, showcasing
a similar approach to classic literature adaptations.

Compared to these, Pride and Prejudice and Zombies stands out for its seamless integration
of Austen’s original text with zombie narratives, maintaining the essence of the original
while introducing an entirely new genre.

Literary and Thematic Analysis

At its core, Pride and Prejudice and Zombies interrogates themes of social decorum and
survival instinct. The original novel’s exploration of pride, prejudice, and misunderstanding
is intensified by the constant threat of the undead, which forces characters to confront not
only societal expectations but also physical danger.

Elizabeth Bennet's character, for example, is reimagined as a skilled martial artist trained in
the deadly arts, challenging traditional gender roles and expectations prevalent in Austen’s
time. This empowerment aligns with contemporary feminist readings, adding layers of
complexity to Austen’s heroine.

Additionally, the zombies themselves serve as a metaphor for societal decay and the
disruption of the established order. Their presence destabilizes the social fabric, compelling
characters to adapt or perish, a theme resonant with modern anxieties about change and
survival.

Pros and Cons of the Zombie Integration



¢ Pros:
o Introduces a fresh, thrilling dimension to a classic story.

o Engages younger or horror-genre readers who might not otherwise approach
Austen’s work.

o Offers new interpretations of characters and themes.

e Cons:
o Potentially alienates purist fans of the original novel.
o Risk of overshadowing Austen’s nuanced social critique with sensationalism.

o Some critics argue it reduces complex characters to tropes within the horror
genre.

SEO Considerations and Audience Engagement

From an SEO perspective, “pride and prejudice and zombies” is a highly searchable term,
especially among fans of literary adaptations, horror fiction, and pop culture mash-ups.
Including related keywords such as “Jane Austen zombie novel,” “Pride and Prejudice
adaptation,” “zombie fiction,” and “mash-up literature” can enhance discoverability.

Content that delves into the book’s origin, themes, and cultural impact tends to rank well,
as it appeals both to scholars and casual readers. Additionally, discussing the film
adaptation and its reception helps capture searches related to movie reviews and
comparisons.

Engaging readers requires balancing detailed analysis with accessible language, avoiding
jargon while maintaining depth. Highlighting unique features of the novel, such as its
preservation of Austen’s prose alongside new zombie elements, can capture interest and
encourage further exploration.

Target Audience and Market Reach

The novel and its adaptations attract a multifaceted audience:

e Classic Literature Enthusiasts: Interested in Austen’s work but open to new



interpretations.

e Horror and Zombie Fans: Drawn by the zombie element and action-packed
sequences.

e Pop Culture Consumers: Attracted by genre mash-ups and novelty concepts.

* Academic Circles: Exploring themes of adaptation, intertextuality, and genre
blending.

Understanding these segments aids in tailoring content and marketing strategies, ensuring
that discussions remain relevant and engaging.

The Legacy and Future of Mash-up Literature

Pride and Prejudice and Zombies helped catalyze a broader interest in mash-up literature,
encouraging authors and publishers to experiment with combining classical texts and
contemporary genres. Its success demonstrates the potential for reinvigorating canonical
works to fit modern tastes and cultural trends.

As digital publishing and fan fiction communities expand, the boundary between original
literature and adapted or reimagined versions continues to blur. This phenomenon raises
important questions about authorship, originality, and the evolving relationship between
readers and texts.

In this environment, works like Pride and Prejudice and Zombies serve as case studies in
how innovation within literature can simultaneously honor tradition and push creative
boundaries. The ongoing dialogue between classic and contemporary storytelling promises
to yield further inventive narratives in years to come.

Pride And Prejudice And Zombies

pride and prejudice and zombies: Pride and Prejudice and Zombies: The Deluxe Heirloom
Edition Jane Austen, Seth Grahame-Smith, 2009-10 The deluxe heirloom edition of the New York
Times bestseller boasts additional scenes of zombie mayhem, 13 new full-color illustrations, and an
essay Afterword by Dr. Allen Grove, Professor of English Literature.

pride and prejudice and zombies: Pride and Prejudice and Zombies: The Graphic Novel Jane
Austen, Seth Grahame-Smith, 2013-04-03 THE NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER—NOW AN
EYE-POPPING GRAPHIC NOVEL OF MANNERS, MORALS, AND BRAIN-EATING MAYHEM 1t is
known as “the strange plague,” and its unfortunate victims are referred to only as “unmentionables’
or “dreadfuls.” All over England, the dead are rising again, and now even the daughters of Britain’s
best families must devote their lives to mastering the deadly arts. Elizabeth Bennet is a fearsome
warrior whose ability with a sword is matched only by her quick wit and even sharper tongue. But
she faces her most formidable foe yet in the haughty, conceited, and somehow strangely attractive
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Mr. Darcy. As the two lovers meet in the ballroom and on the battlefield, they’ll soon learn that
nothing—not even bands of ninjas, hordes of flesh-eating zombies, or disapproving aunts—can stop
true love.

pride and prejudice and zombies: Pride and Prejudice and Zombies Seth Grahame-Smith,
Jane Austen, Tony Lee, 2016-02-05 'It is a truth universally acknowledged that a zombie in
possession of brains must be in want of more brains'. So begins 'Pride and Prejudice and Zombies' -
Austens' classic fiendishly mashed-up with scenes of zombie mayhem. This graphic novel adaptation
features original art work and brings the tale to a whole new audience.

pride and prejudice and zombies: Pride and Prejudice and Zombies: Dreadfully Ever After
Steve Hockensmith, 2011-03-22 Complete with romance, heartbreak, martial arts, cannibalism, and
an army of shambling corpses, Dreadfully Ever After brings the story of Pride and Prejudice and
Zombies to a thrilling conclusion. When we last saw Elizabeth Bennet and Fitzwilliam Darcy—at the
end of the New York Times best seller Pride and Prejudice and Zombies—they were preparing for a
lifetime of wedded bliss. Yet the honeymoon has barely begun when poor Mr. Darcy is nipped by a
rampaging dreadful. Elizabeth knows the only acceptable course of action is to promptly behead her
husband (and then burn the corpse, just to be safe). But when she learns of a miracle antidote being
developed in London, she realizes there may be one last chance to save her true love—and for
everyone to live happily ever after.

pride and prejudice and zombies: Pride and Prejudice and Zombies: Dawn of the Dreadfuls
Steve Hockensmith, 2010-05-01 Complete with romance, action, comedy, and an army of shambling
corpses, this prequel to the hit mash-up novel will have Jane Austen rolling in her grave—or crawling
out of it! Four years before the events of Pride and Prejudice and Zombies, the Bennet sisters are
enjoying a peaceful life in the English countryside, reading, gardening, and daydreaming about
future husbands—until a funeral at the local parish goes strangely and horribly awry. Suddenly,
corpses are springing from the soft earth—and only one family can stop them. As the bodies pile up,
Elizabeth Bennet grows from a naive young teenager into a savage slayer of the undead. Along the
way, two men vie for her affections: Master Hawksworth is the powerful warrior who trains her to
kill, while thoughtful Dr. Keckilpenny seeks to conquer the walking dead using science instead of
strength. Will either man win the prize of Elizabeth’s heart? Or will their hearts be feasted upon by
hordes of marauding zombies?

pride and prejudice and zombies: Pride and Prejudice and Zombies (Movie Tie-in Edition)
Jane Austen, Seth Grahame-Smith, 2015-12-15 The New York Times best seller is now a major
motion picture starring Lily James and Sam Riley, with Matt Smith, Charles Dance, and Lena
Headey. This movie tie-in edition features sixteen pages of color stills from the film, a reading group
discussion guide, and other bonus materials. Complete with romance, heartbreak, swordfights,
cannibalism, and thousands of rotting corpses, Pride and Prejudice and Zombies is an audacious
retelling of English literature’s most enduring novel. This expanded edition of the beloved Jane
Austen novel featuring all-new scenes of bone-crunching zombie mayhem begins when a mysterious
plague falls upon the quiet English village of Meryton—and the dead are returning to life! Feisty
heroine Elizabeth Bennet is determined to wipe out the zombie menace, but she’s soon distracted by
the arrival of the haughty and arrogant Mr. Darcy. What ensues is a delightful comedy of manners
with plenty of civilized sparring between the two young lovers—and even more violent sparring on
the blood-soaked battlefield. It’s the perfect read for literature lovers, zombie fans, and anyone who
loves a reanimated Austen.

pride and prejudice and zombies: Pride and Prejudice and Zombies (Movie Tie-in
Edition) Jane Austen, Seth Grahame-Smith, 2015-12-15 The New York Times best seller is now a
major motion picture starring Lily James and Sam Riley, with Matt Smith, Charles Dance, and Lena
Headey. This movie tie-in edition features sixteen pages of color stills from the film, a reading group
discussion guide, and other bonus materials. Complete with romance, heartbreak, swordfights,
cannibalism, and thousands of rotting corpses, Pride and Prejudice and Zombies is an audacious
retelling of English literature’s most enduring novel. This expanded edition of the beloved Jane



Austen novel featuring all-new scenes of bone-crunching zombie mayhem begins when a mysterious
plague falls upon the quiet English village of Meryton—and the dead are returning to life! Feisty
heroine Elizabeth Bennet is determined to wipe out the zombie menace, but she’s soon distracted by
the arrival of the haughty and arrogant Mr. Darcy. What ensues is a delightful comedy of manners
with plenty of civilized sparring between the two young lovers—and even more violent sparring on
the blood-soaked battlefield. It’s the perfect read for literature lovers, zombie fans, and anyone who
loves a reanimated Austen.

pride and prejudice and zombies: Pride and Prejudice and Zombies Seth Grahame-Smith,
2009 So begins Pride and Prejudice and Zombies, an expanded edition of the beloved Jane Austen
novel featuring all-new scenes of bone-crunching zombie mayhem. As our story opens, a mysterious
plague has fallen upon the quiet English village of Meryton--and the dead are returning to life!
Feisty heroine Elizabeth Bennet is determined to wipe out the zombie menace, but she's soon
distracted by the arrival of the haughty and arrogant Mr. Darcy. What ensues is a delightful comedy
of manners with plenty of civilized sparring between the two young lovers--and even more violent
sparring on the blood-soaked battlefield. Can Elizabeth vanquish the spawn of Satan? And overcome
the social prejudices of the class-conscious landed gentry? Complete with romance, heartbreak,
swordfights, cannibalism, and thousands of rotting corpses, Pride and Prejudice and Zombies
transforms a masterpiece of world literature into something you'd actually want to read.

pride and prejudice and zombies: Pride and prejudice and zombies Jane Austen, Seth
Grahame-Smith, 2010 Hedendaagse versie met zombies van de klassieke roman uit 1813 van Jane
Austen, waarin de komst van een rijke jongeman in een naburig landhuis veel opwinding veroorzaakt
bij vijf huwbare zusters.

pride and prejudice and zombies: Pride and Prejudice and Zombies Seth Grahame-Smith,
2009 As a mysterious plague falls upon the village of Meryton and zombies start rising from the
dead, Elizabeth Bennet is determined to destroy the evil menace, but becomes distracted by the
arrival of the dashing and arrogant Mr. Darcy.

pride and prejudice and zombies: Pride and Prejudice and Zombies Seth Grahame-Smith,
Jane Austen, 2009-03 For use in schools and libraries only. As a mysterious plague falls upon the
village of Meryton and zombies start rising from the dead, Elizabeth Bennett is determined to
destroy the evil menace, but becomes distracted by the arrival of the dashing and arrogant Mr.
Darcy.

pride and prejudice and zombies: Pride and Prejudice and Zombies Blazenka Oblak, 2016 The
following study analyzes two parodies of Jane Austen's novel Pride and Prejudice, Steve
Hockensmith's Pride and Prejudice and Zombies - Dawn of the Dreadfuls and Seth Grahame -
Smith's Pride and Prejudice and Zombies and compares them with the original novel. Special
attention is paid to the social and cultural context of the novels as well as their analysis from a
feminist perspective. The conclusion arises that, ironically, despite the threat of a zombie invasion,
the life of the protagonists, with the exception of the Bennet sisters getting a different kind of
education by becoming zombie slayers, remains greatly unchanged. When placing the novels in the
framework of a feminist perspective, the conclusion is that trouble arises any time a woman does not
act in accordance with her pre-assigned role as a woman. To arrive at these conclusions, the
methods of description, comparison, generalization and specification along with a historical analysis
were used.

pride and prejudice and zombies: Pride and Prejudice and Zombies Tony Lee, 2010 It is
known as 'the strange plague' and its unfortunate victims are referred to only as 'unmentionables' or
'dreadfuls.' All over England, the dead are rising again, and now even the daughters of Britain's best
families must devote their lives to mastering the deadly arts. Elizabeth Bennet is a fearsome warrior
whose ability with a sword is matched only by her quick wit and even sharper tongue. But she faces
her most formidable foe yet in the haughty, conceited, and somehow strangely attractive Mr. Darcy.
As the two lovers meet in the ballroom and on the battlefield, they'll soon learn that nothing--not
even bands of ninjas, hordes of flesh-eating zombies, or disapproving aunts--can stop true love--Page



4 of cover.

pride and prejudice and zombies: Parodic elements, women and power in "Pride and
Prejudice and Zombies" Denise Breidenbach, 2014-10-29 Seminar paper from the year 2013 in the
subject English Language and Literature Studies - Literature, grade: 1.0, University of Kassel
(Institut fur Anglistik und Amerikanistik), course: Proseminar Jane Austen, language: English,
abstract: Pride and Prejudice certainly is one of the best-known and most frequently criticised works
by Jane Austen. Its ironic opening lines “It is a truth universally acknowledged, that a single man in
possession of a good fortune, must be in want of a wife” already hint at some of the novel’s topics,
such as the omnipresence of marriage in female biographies and the constructions of power through
wealth. But what happens if a 21st century writer combines the original plot of Pride and Prejudice
with popular aspects of the Eastern culture? The novel Pride and Prejudice and Zombies, written by
Seth Grahame-Smith and published in 2009, does so by partly adopting the original text and by
inserting (often violent) parts of modern popular culture. The half-conserving, half-comic
transformation of the well-known opening lines into “It is a truth universally acknowledged that a
zombie in possession of brains must be in want of more brains” is only one of the numerous means of
parody the narrative makes use of, playing on the contrast between its original as an appreciated
classic and the frivolous tone of its parody. This paper will show that Pride and Prejudice and
Zombies is a parody. It will identify and discuss the elements and strategies that are typical of
parodies. What gets parodied and how? What effect does this create? These are the central
questions this paper seeks to answer. First of all, the approaches of several post-modern theorists
such as Linda Hutcheon and Simon Dentith will serve as basic definitions in order to explain the
theoretical aspects and properties of parodies. Important characteristics such as the paradox nature
of parodies and the theory of encoding and decoding will be taken into account. The second part will
consist of a close analysis of parodic strategies in Pride and Prejudice and Zombies, focusing not
only on the formal characteristics of this parody, but also on some features of both 18th century
society and the style of the narrative found in Pride and Prejudice that are most prominently
parodied.

pride and prejudice and zombies: Pride and Prejudice and Zombies Seth Grahame-Smith,
2009 As a mysterious plague falls upon the village of Meryton and zombies start rising from the
dead, Elizabeth Bennet is determined to destroy the evil menace, but becomes distracted by the
arrival of the dashing and arrogant Mr. Darcy.

pride and prejudice and zombies: The Waltzing Dead Katherine Koballa, East Carolina
University. Department of English, 2013 When Seth Grahame-Smith's Pride and Prejudice and
Zombies was published in 2009, the parody of Jane Austen's Pride and Prejudice that now takes
place in the midst of a zombie apocalypse, few expected the novel to be more than a joke. However,
it instead inspired a phenomenon that wholly consumed popular culture. The monster mashup fuses
well-known classical literature with traditional horror monsters. In PPZ, the nineteenth-century
novel of manners is introduced to the twentieth century monster of the Americas, the zombie.
Through this combination, new interpretations of feminism, otherness, epidemics, and Gothic horror
can be gleaned, providing a richer reading of both Austen's original text and Grahame-Smith's new
text. The unusual combination of remix studies, zombie studies, and Austen studies has effectively
created a monster.

pride and prejudice and zombies: Pride and Prejudice and Zombies Steve Hockensmith,
2010 When a parish funeral goes strangely awry and corpses suddenly rise from the earth, teenage
Elizabeth and her sisters begin training to become zombie warriors.

pride and prejudice and zombies: Gothic Remixed Megen de Bruin-Molé, 2019-11-14
Longlisted for the 2022 International Gothic Association's Allan Lloyd Smith Prize The bestselling
genre of Frankenfiction sees classic literature turned into commercial narratives invaded by
zombies, vampires, werewolves, and other fantastical monsters. Too engaged with tradition for some
and not traditional enough for others, these 'monster mashups' are often criticized as a sign of the
artistic and moral degeneration of contemporary culture. These hybrid creations are the 'monsters'



of our age, lurking at the limits of responsible consumption and acceptable appropriation. This book
explores the boundaries and connections between contemporary remix and related modes, including
adaptation, parody, the Gothic, Romanticism, and postmodernism. Taking a multimedia approach,
case studies range from novels like Pride and Prejudice and Zombies and The Extraordinary
Adventures of the Athena Club series, to television programmes such as Penny Dreadful, to popular
visual artworks like Kevin J. Weir's Flux Machine GIFs. Megen de Bruin-Molé uses these monstrous
and liminal works to show how the thrill of transgression has been contained within safe and familiar
formats, resulting in the mashups that dominate Western popular culture.

pride and prejudice and zombies: Romancing the Zombie Ashley Szanter, Jessica K.
Richards, 2017-10-20 The zombie--popular culture's undead darling--shows no signs of stopping. But
as it develops to suit changing audience tastes, its characteristics transform. This collection of new
essays examines the latest incarnation, the romantic zombie, a re-humanized monster we want to
help, heal and connect with rather than destroy. The authors discuss our increasingly sympathetic
view of the reanimated dead as more than physical bodies devoid of life and personality. Their
essays cover a range of topics, including audience obsession with Apocalyptic love; the problem of a
kinder, gentler undead; the millennial reinvention of the sexy zombie; and uncanny valley romance.

pride and prejudice and zombies: Everybody's Jane Juliette Wells, 2012-03-22 Explores the
importance of Jane Austen and her writings to amateur readers today.
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Pride and Prejudice and Zombies (film) - Wikipedia Pride and Prejudice and Zombies (stylized
as Pride + Prejudice + Zombies) is a 2016 action comedy horror film based on Seth Grahame-Smith
's 2009 novel of the same name, which

Pride and Prejudice and Zombies (2016) - IMDb Pride and Prejudice and Zombies: Directed by
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