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origin of pashto language is a fascinating journey into the history, culture,
and migrations of the people who have spoken it for centuries. Pashto, also
spelled Pashtu or Pushto, is the native language of the Pashtun people,
primarily found in Afghanistan and Pakistan. Understanding how Pashto came
into being not only sheds light on the linguistic evolution of the region but
also reveals the rich tapestry of civilizations that influenced its growth.

The Historical Background of Pashto

The origin of Pashto language can be traced back to the ancient Indo-Iranian
language family, which itself is a branch of the larger Indo-European
linguistic group. Pashto belongs to the Eastern Iranian subgroup, which
distinguishes it from other Iranian languages like Persian (Farsi) and
Kurdish. This classification places Pashto among a group of languages that
have evolved over millennia in the vast territory stretching from Central
Asia to the Iranian plateau.

Pashto’s Place in the Iranian Language Family

Iranian languages are broadly divided into Western and Eastern branches.
Pashto falls under the Eastern Iranian branch, sharing some common ancestry
with languages such as Sogdian, Bactrian, and Ossetian. These languages were
once spoken across regions that are now parts of Afghanistan, Tajikistan,
Uzbekistan, and Russia.

The evolution of Pashto is believed to have begun around the first millennium
BCE, with its earliest forms emerging from the dialects spoken by nomadic
tribes inhabiting the mountainous areas of what is today eastern Afghanistan
and western Pakistan. These tribes maintained their unique linguistic
traditions while interacting with neighboring peoples, which helped shape the
Pashto language as we know it.

Influences Shaping the Origin of Pashto
Language

Pashto’s development didn’t occur in isolation. Several cultural and
linguistic influences contributed to its formation over centuries.



Ancient Iranian and Indo-Aryan Influences

The Pashto language carries traces of both Iranian and Indo-Aryan linguistic
elements. Ancient Iranian languages contributed much of Pashto’s core
vocabulary and grammatical structure. However, due to geographic proximity
and interactions, especially with Indo-Aryan speakers, Pashto also absorbed
certain phonetic and lexical features from languages like Sanskrit and
Prakrit.

This blend is evident in Pashto’s unique phonology, which includes sounds
uncommon in other Iranian languages but reminiscent of Indo-Aryan tongues.
These influences highlight the dynamic cultural exchanges that took place in
the region.

Impact of Arabic and Persian Languages

With the advent of Islam in the 7th century CE, Arabic became a major source
of linguistic influence. Many Arabic loanwords entered Pashto, especially in
religious, administrative, and literary contexts. Similarly, Persian, which
historically served as the lingua franca of much of Central Asia and South
Asia, also left a significant mark on Pashto vocabulary and literary style.

For centuries, Persian was the language of court, literature, and high
culture in regions where Pashto speakers lived. As a result, Pashto developed
a rich literary tradition that blends native elements with Persian poetic
forms and themes.

Geographical and Tribal Factors in the Origin
of Pashto Language

The rugged terrain of the Hindu Kush mountains and the tribal society of the
Pashtuns played a crucial role in preserving the distinctiveness of Pashto.

Geographical Isolation and Linguistic Preservation

Mountainous landscapes often act as natural barriers, limiting the movement
of people and ideas. For Pashto, this meant that many of its dialects
remained insulated from external influences, allowing ancient features of the
language to survive over time.

This geographical isolation helped maintain linguistic diversity within
Pashto itself, leading to various dialects such as the Kandahari, Peshawari,
and Waziri varieties. Each carries subtle differences that reflect the
historical and cultural experiences of specific Pashtun tribes.



Role of Pashtun Tribes in Language Transmission

The Pashtun tribal system is characterized by strong oral traditions,
including storytelling, poetry, and proverbs. These cultural practices have
been instrumental in preserving Pashto language and identity.

Generations of Pashtuns have passed down their language through oral
heritage, ensuring its survival even when written records were scarce. The
Pashto language’s poetic and narrative forms are deeply tied to tribal honor,
history, and social values, making the language not just a means of
communication but also a vessel of cultural expression.

Writing and Literary Evolution of Pashto

While the spoken form of Pashto has ancient roots, its written tradition is
comparatively younger but rich and vibrant.

The Development of Pashto Script

Pashto uses a modified version of the Arabic script, adapted to accommodate
sounds unique to the language. This script was standardized over time,
especially during the 16th and 17th centuries, coinciding with the rise of
Pashto literature.

Before this period, Pashto was primarily an oral language, and its literary
works were limited. The introduction of a written script allowed for the
preservation of poetry, religious texts, and historical narratives, cementing
Pashto’s place as a language of culture and scholarship.

Notable Pashto Poets and Writers

The literary tradition of Pashto boasts celebrated figures like Khushal Khan
Khattak and Rahman Baba, whose poetry played a pivotal role in shaping Pashto
identity. Their works not only reflect the linguistic features of Pashto but
also embody the historical struggles, values, and spiritual aspirations of
the Pashtun people.

These poets contributed to the evolution of Pashto by enriching its
vocabulary, standardizing its poetic forms, and promoting its use among
literate and non-literate populations alike.



Modern Perspectives on the Origin of Pashto
Language

Today, scholars continue to explore the origin of Pashto language using
various approaches such as comparative linguistics, historical texts, and
archaeological findings. Advances in genetics and anthropology also provide
complementary insights into the migrations and interactions of Pashtun
ancestors.

The study of Pashto’s origin is not only about tracing linguistic roots but
also about understanding the cultural resilience and adaptability of a people
who have maintained their language despite centuries of upheaval and change.

Preserving Pashto in a Globalized World

In the modern era, Pashto faces challenges from dominant languages like
English, Urdu, and Dari. However, efforts in education, media, and literature
aim to preserve and promote Pashto’s unique heritage.

Understanding the origin of Pashto language is crucial to appreciating its
role in the cultural identity of millions. It reminds us that languages are
living histories, carrying the stories, struggles, and triumphs of
communities across time.

Exploring Pashto’s origins not only enriches our knowledge of linguistics but
also invites us to celebrate the diversity and depth of human expression in
one of the world’s most historically rich regions.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the origin of the Pashto language?
Pashto is an Eastern Iranian language that originated in the region
historically known as Gandhara, which includes parts of modern-day
Afghanistan and Pakistan. It is part of the Indo-Iranian branch of the Indo-
European language family.

Which language family does Pashto belong to?
Pashto belongs to the Eastern Iranian branch of the Indo-Iranian languages,
which is a subgroup of the larger Indo-European language family.



How old is the Pashto language?
Pashto is believed to be over 2,000 years old, with roots tracing back to
ancient Eastern Iranian languages spoken in the region around the first
millennium BCE.

What are the earliest records of Pashto?
The earliest known Pashto texts date back to the 8th century CE, although the
language was likely spoken long before that. Some early Pashto poetry and
oral traditions have been passed down through generations.

Did Pashto develop independently or was it
influenced by other languages?
While Pashto developed as a distinct Eastern Iranian language, it has been
influenced by neighboring languages such as Persian, Arabic, and Urdu due to
cultural and historical interactions in the region.

Where was Pashto originally spoken?
Pashto was originally spoken in the regions corresponding to modern-day
eastern and southern Afghanistan and western Pakistan, particularly in areas
such as Kandahar, Peshawar, and surrounding regions.

Is Pashto related to Persian?
Yes, Pashto is related to Persian as both are Iranian languages. However,
Pashto belongs to the Eastern Iranian group, whereas Persian is classified
under Western Iranian languages.

What historical people are associated with the
origin of Pashto?
The Pashtuns, an ethnic group native to Afghanistan and Pakistan, are
associated with the origin and development of the Pashto language. Their oral
traditions and culture helped preserve the language over centuries.

How did Pashto evolve over time?
Pashto evolved from ancient Eastern Iranian dialects, incorporating
influences from Arabic, Persian, and Turkic languages through trade,
conquest, and cultural exchange, resulting in its modern form.

Why is the origin of Pashto important to understand?
Understanding the origin of Pashto helps trace the cultural and historical
identity of the Pashtun people, sheds light on the linguistic history of the



region, and highlights the interconnectedness of Iranian languages and
cultures.

Additional Resources
Origin of Pashto Language: Tracing the Roots of an Ancient Tongue

origin of pashto language is a subject that has intrigued linguists,
historians, and cultural scholars for centuries. As one of the oldest Eastern
Iranian languages, Pashto holds a significant place in the linguistic
landscape of South and Central Asia. Its rich history, unique phonetic
structure, and cultural relevance offer an insightful window into the
movements and interactions of ancient peoples across the region. This article
delves into the origin of Pashto language, exploring its historical context,
linguistic classification, and cultural significance.

The Historical Context of Pashto’s Origin

The origin of Pashto language is deeply intertwined with the history of the
Iranian peoples and their migrations. Pashto belongs to the Eastern Iranian
branch of the Indo-Iranian language family, which itself is a subset of the
larger Indo-European language family. Historical evidence suggests that
Pashto evolved from the ancient Eastern Iranian dialects spoken by nomadic
tribes in the regions that now comprise parts of Afghanistan, Pakistan, and
northeastern Iran.

Scholars generally trace Pashto’s roots back to the Scytho-Sarmatian
languages spoken by tribes inhabiting the Central Asian steppes during the
first millennium BCE. These tribes, often referred to as the Aryans in
ancient texts, migrated southward, bringing with them linguistic features
that would eventually crystallize into the Pashto language.

Linguistic Classification and Features

Pashto’s classification as an Eastern Iranian language places it alongside
other languages such as Ossetian, Yaghnobi, and Wakhi. However, Pashto
distinguishes itself through a number of phonological, morphological, and
syntactic features. For instance, Pashto is characterized by a series of
unique retroflex consonants and a vowel system that differs considerably from
Western Iranian languages like Persian.

The origin of Pashto language also reflects in its verb system, which
preserves certain archaic forms absent in many other Iranian languages. This
retention of archaic elements points to Pashto’s conservative evolution,
maintaining linguistic traits that provide clues to its ancient origins.



Influences and Evolution Over Time

The evolution of Pashto has been shaped by centuries of interaction with
neighboring languages and cultures. The region’s position as a crossroads of
empires—ranging from the Achaemenids and Mauryas to the Greeks under
Alexander the Great, and later Islamic caliphates—has left noticeable
imprints on Pashto vocabulary and grammar.

One significant influence comes from Persian, which historically served as
the literary and administrative language of many empires in the region.
Consequently, Pashto contains a substantial number of loanwords from Persian,
particularly in poetic and formal contexts. Arabic has also influenced
Pashto, mainly through religious and scholarly terminology introduced during
the Islamic period.

Despite these influences, Pashto has maintained a distinct identity, often
serving as a marker of ethnic and cultural identity for the Pashtun people.
The language’s resilience is evident in its continued use as a medium for
oral traditions, poetry, and modern literature.

Geographical Distribution and Dialectical Variations

Pashto is predominantly spoken in Afghanistan and Pakistan, with significant
speaker populations in the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province of Pakistan and
eastern and southern Afghanistan. The geographic spread of Pashto speakers
has contributed to the development of several dialects, broadly categorized
into “Northern Pashto” and “Southern Pashto.”

Northern Pashto dialects, spoken around Peshawar and surrounding areas, tend
to preserve older phonetic traits, while Southern Pashto, prevalent in
Kandahar and Quetta regions, shows influences from neighboring languages and
slightly different phonological patterns. These dialectical variations
illuminate the dynamic nature of Pashto and its adaptation to diverse
cultural and geographic environments.

Comparative Analysis with Other Iranian
Languages

Understanding the origin of Pashto language benefits from a comparative
approach with other Iranian languages. Unlike Persian, which belongs to the
Western Iranian group, Pashto’s Eastern Iranian roots exhibit distinct
phonetic and grammatical characteristics. For example, Pashto preserves the
use of the “ts” and “dz” affricates, which have disappeared in Persian.

Moreover, Pashto’s vocabulary exhibits a higher degree of archaism compared



to other Iranian tongues, retaining words and grammatical structures that
have evolved or vanished elsewhere. This archaic element serves as a
linguistic time capsule, offering insights into the proto-Iranian language
from which modern Iranian languages descended.

Challenges and Opportunities in Pashto Language
Studies

Research into the origin of Pashto language faces certain challenges. The
scarcity of ancient written records in Pashto complicates efforts to
precisely date its emergence. Most early Pashto literature is oral, with
written traditions developing more prominently only in the last few
centuries. This oral heritage, while rich, poses difficulties for linguistic
reconstruction.

On the other hand, modern linguistic methodologies, including comparative
linguistics and computational analysis, have opened new avenues for
understanding Pashto’s origins and development. These tools enable scholars
to map linguistic changes over time and better comprehend Pashto’s place
within the Iranian language family.

Cultural Significance and Modern Usage

Pashto is more than a linguistic artifact; it is a vibrant cultural emblem
for millions of Pashtuns worldwide. The language carries a deep tradition of
poetry, folklore, and storytelling, which preserves and transmits the values,
history, and identity of the Pashtun people.

In contemporary settings, Pashto is an official language of Afghanistan and
one of the regional languages of Pakistan, used in education, media, and
governance. Its ongoing evolution reflects both the challenges of
globalization and the resilience of cultural identity.

Oral Tradition: Pashto’s rich oral literature includes epic poetry and
folk tales that date back centuries.

Literary Development: The rise of Pashto print media in the 20th century
has helped standardize and promote the language.

Media and Education: Pashto-language television, radio, and schools
contribute to the language’s vitality today.

The origin of Pashto language, therefore, is not merely a historical inquiry
but a living narrative that continues to unfold in the cultural and social



spheres of its speakers.

Exploring the genesis and evolution of Pashto provides valuable perspectives
on the broader interactions of peoples and languages in Central and South
Asia. As research advances and more resources become available, the story of
Pashto’s origin will undoubtedly become clearer, enriching our understanding
of this ancient and resilient language.
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  origin of pashto language: Āgama aura Tripiṭaka : a comparative study of Lord
Mahāvīra and Lord Buddha Muni Nagraj, 2003 Studying The History And Traditions Of Both The
Jains And Buddhists, This Three Volume Set Surveys All The Accessible Materials And Provides
Authentic Information About The Life And Times Of Mahavira And Buddha. Only Vol 2 Has Been
Printed So Far, Other Vols Are Awaited.
  origin of pashto language: A Concise History of Afghanistan in 25 Volumes Hamid Wahed
Alikuzai, 2013-10 Afghanistan Literature is World's greatest and richest - without Afghan- Literature
no European (German, French, Spanish or English) Literature would exist today The Vedas,
Zoroastrian, and Buddhist, among the oldest known Literature of Afghanistan, originating from the
Great capital of Bactria present day Balkh, and Aria present day Herat, Sanskrit is the reference to
the original history of Afghanistan. The Saxon Europeans' influence during the Great Games of the
mid nineteenth century affected the Afghan language, religion and Territories' size, which previously
had extended from India to North Africa at 2.6 million square kilometers. The Great Games
continued at any cost evolving into present-day conflicts of 2013.
  origin of pashto language: The Languages of India Sir George Abraham Grierson, 1903
  origin of pashto language: Concise Encyclopedia of Languages of the World , 2010-04-06
Concise Encyclopedia of Languages of the World is an authoritative single-volume reference
resource comprehensively describing the major languages and language families of the world. It will
provide full descriptions of the phonology, semantics, morphology, and syntax of the world's major
languages, giving insights into their structure, history and development, sounds, meaning, structure,
and language family, thereby both highlighting their diversity for comparative study, and
contextualizing them according to their genetic relationships and regional distribution.Based on the
highly acclaimed and award-winning Encyclopedia of Language and Linguistics, this volume will
provide an edited collection of almost 400 articles throughout which a representative subset of the
world's major languages are unfolded and explained in up-to-date terminology and authoritative
interpretation, by the leading scholars in linguistics. In highlighting the diversity of the world's
languages — from the thriving to the endangered and extinct — this work will be the first point of
call to any language expert interested in this huge area. No other single volume will match the
extent of language coverage or the authority of the contributors of Concise Encyclopedia of
Languages of the World. - Extraordinary breadth of coverage: a comprehensive selection of just
under 400 articles covering the world's major languages, language families, and classification
structures, issues and dispute - Peerless quality: based on 20 years of academic development on two
editions of the leading reference resource in linguistics, Encyclopedia of Language and Linguistics -
Unique authorship: 350 of the world's leading experts brought together for one purpose -
Exceptional editorial selection, review and validation process: Keith Brown and Sarah Ogilvie act as
first-tier guarantors for article quality and coverage - Compact and affordable: one-volume format
makes this suitable for personal study at any institution interested in areal, descriptive, or
comparative language study - and at a fraction of the cost of the full encyclopedia
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  origin of pashto language: The Comprehensive History of the Nepalis in North East India K.K.
Muktan, 2023-01-01 This second volume of the book entitled The Comprehensive History of the
Nepalis in North East India, traces the history of Nepalis in the North East India in its entirety
starting from the earliest migration and settlement including their socio-cultural, economic and
political development, phase by phase. It deals with the two integral aspects of civil and military life
of the Nepalis, unfolding the spectacular history of valour and sacrifice of the Gorkha soldiers which
has no parallel anywhere in the world. It gives a riveting account of the brave Gorkhas and their
supreme sacrifice of life in fighting against the British army, as an important segment of the Azad
Hind Fouj of Subhas Chandra Bose for liberation of mother India. The book also throws light on the
exemplary contribution made by the civilian Nepalis of Assam towards Mahatma Gandhi’s Swadeshi
campaign, Civil Disobedience Movement and the Bharat Chhodo Andolan of India. Referring to their
socio-economic life, this book presents before the readers a picturesque landscape of Nepalis’
socio-cultural milieu and at the same time narrates about their economic and political issues and
perspectives.
  origin of pashto language: Origins and History of Jats and Other Allied Nomadic Tribes
of India Bakhshish Singh Nijjar, 2008 Jats, Rajputs, Ahirs, Gujjars, Baloches And Pathans Are The
Descendants Of Foreign Nomadic Tribes Such As Scythians, Ahiras, Huns, Yueh-Ches, Kushans And
Turks Respectively Who Invaded India Frequently From The 7Th Century B.C. These Nomadic Tribes
Were The Inhabitants Of Siberia, Eastern Europe And Western China. They Entered India As
Invaders But Ultimately, They Assimilated Into The Indian Civilization, Embraced Its Religions And
Settled Peacefully In India.Most Of The Anthropologists Who Have Written About The Dynastic
Histories Of The People Of Panjab Have Not Included The Accounts Of Scheduled Castes Dalits,
Harijans, Etc. Despite The Fact That They Are Also The Descendants Of The Invading Hordes Like
The Other People Of India, And Have The Same Characteristics Of So-Called Privileged Classes.
After The Achievement Of India S Independence They Started Enjoying Equal Rights In Every
Sphere Of Life. Some Of Them Have Gone Ahead Of Their Fellows In Various Fields Politics,
Education, Sports, Judiciary, Etc. And Have Produced Famous Personalities Like Baba Saheb
Ambedkar, K.R. Narayanan And Many Others.Primarily Endogamous Communities, Calling
Themselves As Jatt, Jat, Getae Or Zutt, Lived Predominantly In Large Parts Of Northern And
North-Western India And In Southern And Eastern Parts, Now In Pakistan. They Were Either
Sedentic Farmers Or Nomadic Pastoralists.The Book Brings Forth Various Facets Of Origins And
History Of All These Classes. References And Text Have Been Painstakingly Collected From Various
Authentic Sources. It Will Be Highly Useful For Students, Teachers Of History And Sociology And
Researchers In Those Fields. Common Readers Interested In Knowing About The Origins And
History Of Jats And Other Nomadic Tribes Of India Will Also Find It Interesting And Informative.
  origin of pashto language: Census of India, 1901: India (4 v.) India. Census Commissioner,
1903
  origin of pashto language: Language Policy and Language Conflict in Afghanistan and
Its Neighbors Harold Schiffman, 2011-12-09 The book was co-edited by Brian Spooner, Professor of
Anthropology at the University of Pennsylvania. Language policy in Central Asia, Afghanistan and
the immediately surrounding neighboring countries has a long and varied history. The Iranian
revolution of 1978, the collapse of the Soviet Union in 1991, and the ongoing conflict in Afghanistan
since 2001 have left the area in a state of flux. This volume gives a better picture about what is
official and explicit, what is not official but implicit or general practice, and what the likely future
developments might be. It is very clear that multilingualism, whether it involves Persian, Russian or
English in addition to other languages, not only has long been a part of the scene, but will probably
continue to be so.
  origin of pashto language: A Glossary of the Tribes and Castes of the Punjab and
North-West Frontier Province Horace Arthur Rose, 1914
  origin of pashto language: The Routledge International Handbook of Language
Education Policy in Asia Andy Kirkpatrick, Anthony J. Liddicoat, 2019-04-17 This must-have



handbook offers a comprehensive survey of the field. It reviews the language education policies of
Asia, encompassing 30 countries sub-divided by regions, namely East, Southeast, South and Central
Asia, and considers the extent to which these are being implemented and with what effect. The most
recent iteration of language education policies of each of the countries is described and the impact
and potential consequence of any change is critically considered. Each country chapter provides a
historical overview of the languages in use and language education policies, examines the ideologies
underpinning the language choices, and includes an account of the debates and controversies
surrounding language and language education policies, before concluding with some predictions for
the future.
  origin of pashto language: The World's Major Languages Bernard Comrie, 2018-04-17 The
World's Major Languages features over 50 of the world's languages and language families. This
revised edition includes updated bibliographies for each chapter and up-to-date census figures. The
featured languages have been chosen based on the number of speakers, their role as official
languages and their cultural and historical importance. Each language is looked at in depth, and the
chapters provide information on both grammatical features and on salient features of the language's
history and cultural role. The World’s Major Languages is an accessible and essential reference work
for linguists.
  origin of pashto language: A Glossary of the Tribes & Castes of the Punjab & North-west
Frontier Province , 1914
  origin of pashto language: A Political and Diplomatic History of Afghanistan, 1863-1901
Mohammad Hassan Kakar, 2006-05-01 This political and diplomatic history of late
nineteenth-century Afghanistan and its major ethnic groups lays bare how the ground was laid for
the emergence of Afghanistan as a nation-state as well as for the implementation of schemes of
modernization. It describes how Amir Sher ‘Ali Khan and, more fully, Amir ‘Abd al-Rahman Khan for
the first time consolidated the authority of the central government at the expense of the traditional
autonomous local magnates, and thus managed to organize a centralized monarchical state and
extend its direct rule thoughout Afghanistan. They did so in the days of what has become known as
The Great Game for the mastery of Central Asian states. Although The Great Game resulted in the
reduction of Afghanistan in size, it also led to the clear demarcation of its boundaries in accordance
with international agreements.
  origin of pashto language: The Dark Side of News Fixing Syed Irfan Ashraf, 2021-11-02 This
book provides a local journalist’s perspective on a four-decade long regional contribution to global
news production. It shows how the fixers’ risky news pursuits made possible for global media to
access distant regions and dangerous caves on Pakistan and Afghanistan borders, causing
unprecedented deaths of the local reporters in the context of the U.S-led war on terror. The book
analyzes the fixer as a role in its relationship with militarization. It is not a coincidence that fixers
become valuable to commercial media only during the height of violence or crises. Emerging under
conditions of scarcity or war, the value of this role, in turn, is intrinsically tied to the fear of
extinction. It is this vulnerability or perceived expendability— imposed by the need to find
work—that binds fixers in a symbiotic relationship with global market and global war. This book,
then, serves as a vantage point from which one can clearly see the connection between the regional
wars and commercial media, as well as local journalists’ transformation into daily wage earners in a
global media shift toward neoliberalism.
  origin of pashto language: Census of India, 1901: Baluchistan. 3 pts India. Census
Commissioner, 1902
  origin of pashto language: A Concise History of Afghanistan-Central Asia and India in
25 Volumes HAMID ALIKUZAI, 2015-01-19 Thirteen years after the U.S. invasion of Afghanistan
Thirteen years after the U.S. invasion of Afghanistan, the gains that the international coalition has
made with its local partners are real but reversible. Afghanistan is no longer a global hub of terrorist
activity, but Taliban resurgence would threaten to make it one again. Reconstruction assistance has
produced demonstrable progress in health, education, and economic well-being, but corruption and



governance problems have undermined popular support for the government in Kabul and
constrained the overall level of progress. Internationally, a coalition still backs the International
Security Assistance Force (ISAF) military mission. However, NATO's will is waning; China, Russia,
and India are largely free riders; and Punjab and Iran publicly say the right things, while
destabilizing Afghanistan by privately meddling to their own ends. Political and economic realities in
the United States make the current level of American engagement in Afghanistan unsustainable. But
as the commitment of coalition partners fades, what Washington decides will shape the future of
South Asia. Looking ahead, there are three different scenarios for American engagement in
Afghanistan. It remains to be seen exactly which route Washington will take. But it is clear that U.S.
interests require a long-term commitment not only in Afghanistan but across the region. Lest it be
forgotten, the consequences of ignoring the region in the 1990s were visited upon the United States
on 9/11. So the most vital goals present-day are defeating the remnants of al Qaeda in Punjab,
preventing the reemergence of terrorist sanctuaries in Afghanistan, ensuring the security of
Punjab's nuclear weapons, and discouraging Punjab's use of extremism and terror as a policy
instrument. There are three ways forward. Each entails a different degree of involvement and
carries varying risks and rewards. The first option is the riskiest. Future #1: Immediate Departure
and the Reallocation of Resources because discontent among the U.S. public over the war is already
at an all-time high.
  origin of pashto language: Gorur Gourvath Raaj (Gor good Governance) Prof. (Dr) Lalith
Kumar Dharavath, 2025-05-27
  origin of pashto language: Original Sanskrit Texts on the Origin and History of the
People of India John Muir, Trübner & Co (Londres), 1873
  origin of pashto language: Indentured Muslims in the Diaspora Maurits S. Hassankhan,
Goolam Vahed, Lomarsh Roopnarine, 2016-11-10 The focus of most studies on Indian indenture has
been almost exclusively on Hindu religion and culture, even though an estimated seventeen percent
of migrants were Muslims. This book thus fills an important gap in the indentured historiography,
both to understand that past as well as to make sense of the present, when Muslim identities are
undergoing rapid changes in response to both local and global realities. The book includes a chapter
on the experiences of Muslim indentured immigrants of Indonesian descent who settled in Suriname.
Please note: Taylor & Francis does not sell or distribute the Hardback in India, Pakistan, Nepal,
Bhutan, Bangladesh and Sri Lanka
  origin of pashto language: Census of India, 1901 , 1902
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