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Mitsubishi Eclipse Cross Manual Transmission: A Deep Dive into the Driving
Experience

mitsubishi eclipse cross manual transmission represents a unique blend of
sporty driving and practicality in the compact crossover segment. While the
Mitsubishi Eclipse Cross is primarily known for its modern design, advanced
technology, and comfortable ride, the availability of a manual transmission
option adds an extra layer of appeal for driving enthusiasts who crave more
control behind the wheel.

In this article, we’ll explore everything you need to know about the
Mitsubishi Eclipse Cross manual transmission, including its history,
benefits, driving dynamics, and how it compares to its automatic
counterparts. Whether you’re considering buying one or you're curious about
manual transmissions in modern SUVs, this comprehensive guide will provide
valuable insights.

The Appeal of the Mitsubishi Eclipse Cross
Manual Transmission

Manual transmissions have long been favored by driving purists for their
direct engagement and the sense of control they offer. In recent years,
however, manual gearboxes have become increasingly rare in crossover SUVs
like the Mitsubishi Eclipse Cross. Yet, Mitsubishi has preserved this option
in certain markets and trims, catering to those who appreciate the raw
driving connection.

Why Choose a Manual Transmission in an SUV?

Opting for a manual transmission in a crossover like the Eclipse Cross might
seem unconventional. Typically, automatics dominate this segment due to their
ease of use and fuel efficiency improvements. However, manual transmissions
bring several distinct advantages:

e Enhanced Driver Engagement: Shifting gears manually requires attention
and skill, making the driving experience more involving and rewarding.

e Better Control: Manual transmissions allow drivers to decide exactly
when to upshift or downshift, which can be especially useful on hilly
terrain or during spirited driving.



* Potential Fuel Savings: While modern automatics have improved
significantly, some drivers find that a manual gearbox can help maximize
fuel economy when driven properly.

e Lower Maintenance Costs: Manuals generally have fewer complex components
than automatics, sometimes leading to reduced repair expenses over time.

Technical Overview of the Mitsubishi Eclipse
Cross Manual Transmission

The Mitsubishi Eclipse Cross manual transmission typically comes paired with
a 1.5-liter turbocharged four-cylinder engine, delivering a spirited yet
efficient driving experience. The manual gearbox is a six-speed unit designed
to blend smooth shifting with durability.

Gearbox Design and Performance

The six-speed manual transmission in the Eclipse Cross is engineered to
handle the torque and power output of the turbocharged engine while
maintaining a compact size to fit within the crossover’s drivetrain layout.
The gear ratios are carefully calibrated to balance acceleration, cruising
comfort, and fuel efficiency.

Drivers often praise the shifter’s precise feel and relatively short throws,
which contribute to a sporty, confident gear change experience. This tactile
feedback helps drivers anticipate gear changes and maintain better control,
especially during dynamic driving situations.

Integration with Mitsubishi’s All-Wheel Drive System

One of the standout features of the Eclipse Cross is its available Super All-
Wheel Control (S-AWC) system, which enhances traction and stability across
various conditions. Some manual transmission variants are equipped with this
system, allowing drivers to enjoy the benefits of all-wheel drive without
sacrificing the engagement of a manual gearbox.

This combination is particularly appealing for those who want a practical
crossover that can tackle different road surfaces while still providing an
enjoyable manual driving experience.



Driving Experience: What to Expect Behind the
Wheel

Driving a Mitsubishi Eclipse Cross with a manual transmission offers a
distinct experience compared to its automatic counterparts. Here’s what you
can expect:

Responsiveness and Control

The manual gearbox gives drivers a heightened sense of control over the
vehicle’s power delivery. Whether navigating city traffic or cruising on the
highway, being able to select gears manually means you can optimize engine
performance based on driving conditions.

Many drivers appreciate the connection they feel with the car, noting that
the manual transmission encourages better anticipation of road conditions and
smoother acceleration.

Fuel Efficiency and Practicality

While some automatic transmissions now feature advanced technologies like
dual-clutch systems or continuously variable setups to maximize efficiency, a
well-driven manual can still hold its own. The Mitsubishi Eclipse Cross
manual transmission offers competitive fuel economy, especially in highway
driving scenarios where the driver can maintain higher gears.

Additionally, the simplicity of a manual can translate into fewer maintenance
headaches, making it a practical choice for those who enjoy DIY car care or
want to avoid complex transmission repairs.

Learning Curve and Usability

For drivers new to manual transmissions, the Eclipse Cross presents a user-
friendly platform to learn on. The clutch engagement is generally smooth, and
the gear pattern follows a conventional H-shape, making it intuitive for
beginners.

However, it’s worth noting that urban stop-and-go traffic or steep inclines
can challenge some drivers, as frequent clutch use may become tiring. That
said, many enthusiasts find these challenges rewarding, as they improve
driving skills over time.



How Does the Mitsubishi Eclipse Cross Manual
Transmission Compare to Automatics?

In today’'s market, it’s common to compare manual and automatic transmissions
to determine which suits individual needs better. Here’s how the Mitsubishi
Eclipse Cross manual stacks up against automatic options:

Performance and Driving Feel

Manual transmission models tend to provide a more connected and engaging
drive. The tactile involvement of shifting gears can make everyday driving
more enjoyable for those who appreciate a hands-on experience.

Automatic transmissions, on the other hand, offer convenience and ease,
especially in heavy traffic or for drivers who prefer a more relaxed
approach. Modern automatics also excel at smooth gear changes and can
sometimes deliver faster acceleration due to optimized shift points.

Fuel Economy and Efficiency

While automatic transmissions have made significant strides with technologies
like CVTs and dual-clutch systems, the manual Eclipse Cross can still achieve
comparable or slightly better fuel efficiency when driven skillfully.

However, inexperienced drivers might find automatics more forgiving, as
improper shifting in manuals can negatively impact fuel economy.

Availability and Market Trends

Unfortunately for manual transmission enthusiasts, many manufacturers have
been phasing out manual options in crossovers and SUVs due to declining
demand. The Mitsubishi Eclipse Cross is one of the few models that still
offer a manual gearbox in select markets and trims, making it a rare find for
those seeking a manual crossover.

Prospective buyers should verify availability in their region, as manual
transmission variants may be limited or discontinued over time.

Tips for Maintaining and Enjoying Your



Mitsubishi Eclipse Cross Manual Transmission

Owning a manual transmission vehicle like the Mitsubishi Eclipse Cross comes
with specific maintenance considerations and driving habits that can prolong
the life of the gearbox.

e Master Smooth Clutch Engagement: Avoid riding the clutch pedal to reduce
premature wear. Practice smooth starting and gear changes to extend
clutch lifespan.

e Regular Fluid Checks: Ensure transmission fluid is checked and replaced
according to Mitsubishi’s recommendations to maintain optimal gearbox
performance.

e Use the Gearbox Appropriately: Avoid aggressive downshifting or engine
braking beyond the vehicle’s limits, as this can strain the transmission
components.

e Keep an Eye on the Clutch Pedal: If you notice slipping, difficulty
shifting, or unusual noises, have the clutch inspected promptly to
prevent further damage.

e Practice Proper Driving Techniques: Learning hill starts, smooth gear
transitions, and anticipating traffic flow will not only make driving
easier but also reduce wear on transmission parts.

For those who truly enjoy the feel of manual transmissions, the Mitsubishi
Eclipse Cross provides a solid platform that combines the practicality of a
compact SUV with the thrill of manual driving.

Final Thoughts on the Mitsubishi Eclipse Cross
Manual Transmission

While manual transmissions are becoming increasingly rare in modern SUVs, the
Mitsubishi Eclipse Cross stands out by offering a genuine option for
enthusiasts who want more involvement behind the wheel. Its six-speed manual
gearbox complements the turbocharged engine and available all-wheel-drive
system, delivering an engaging and versatile driving experience.

Whether you’re a seasoned manual driver or someone looking to embrace the
challenge of stick-shift driving, the Mitsubishi Eclipse Cross manual
transmission offers a unique blend of control, practicality, and fun. Keep in
mind that availability may vary depending on your region, so it'’s worth
checking with local dealerships if you want to experience the thrill of



manual driving in a modern crossover.

Frequently Asked Questions

Does the Mitsubishi Eclipse Cross come with a manual
transmission option?

No, the Mitsubishi Eclipse Cross is only available with a continuously
variable transmission (CVT) and does not offer a manual transmission option.

Why doesn't Mitsubishi offer a manual transmission
in the Eclipse Cross?

Mitsubishi likely opts for the CVT in the Eclipse Cross to improve fuel
efficiency, provide smoother acceleration, and cater to the preferences of
the typical SUV buyer, who often prefers automatic transmissions.

Are there any aftermarket solutions to convert a
Mitsubishi Eclipse Cross to manual transmission?

There are no widely recommended or reliable aftermarket kits to convert the
Mitsubishi Eclipse Cross to a manual transmission due to the complexity and
integration of the vehicle's drivetrain and electronics.

How does the CVT in the Mitsubishi Eclipse Cross
compare to a manual transmission in terms of driving
experience?

The CVT provides smooth and seamless acceleration without gear shifts, which
can feel less engaging than a manual transmission, but it offers better fuel
efficiency and easier city driving.

Can I find used Mitsubishi Eclipse Cross models with
a manual transmission?

No, used Mitsubishi Eclipse Cross models do not come with manual
transmissions, as the vehicle was never offered with one from the factory.

What are common complaints about the Mitsubishi
Eclipse Cross CVT compared to a manual transmission?

Some drivers report that the CVT can feel less responsive or 'rubbery'
compared to the direct control and engagement of a manual transmission,
especially during spirited driving.



Is the Mitsubishi Eclipse Cross manual transmission
available in any global markets?

As of now, Mitsubishi has not released any versions of the Eclipse Cross with
a manual transmission in any global markets.

What alternatives to the Mitsubishi Eclipse Cross
offer a manual transmission in a similar compact SUV
segment?

Alternatives like the Mazda CX-30 or Subaru Crosstrek offer manual
transmission options in the compact SUV segment for buyers seeking that
experience.

Will Mitsubishi consider adding a manual
transmission option for the Eclipse Cross in the
future?

There is no official information from Mitsubishi about introducing a manual
transmission option for the Eclipse Cross, and market trends suggest
automatics and CVTs will remain the focus.

Additional Resources

Mitsubishi Eclipse Cross Manual Transmission: A Closer Look at the Driving
Experience and Market Position

mitsubishi eclipse cross manual transmission is a feature that has sparked
considerable interest among driving enthusiasts and potential buyers alike.
While the Mitsubishi Eclipse Cross is primarily marketed as a compact
crossover SUV with automatic transmission options, the availability-or lack
thereof—of a manual gearbox is a critical point of discussion. This article
delves into the intricacies surrounding the Mitsubishi Eclipse Cross manual
transmission, exploring its presence in various markets, technical
specifications, driving dynamics, and the broader implications for consumers
seeking a more engaging driving experience.

Understanding the Mitsubishi Eclipse Cross
Transmission Options

Since its debut in 2017, the Mitsubishi Eclipse Cross has aimed to blend
sporty aesthetics with the practicality of an SUV. Transmission choices have
played a significant role in defining the vehicle's appeal. Globally, the
Eclipse Cross is predominantly equipped with continuously variable



transmissions (CVT), designed to optimize fuel efficiency and deliver smooth
power delivery. However, the question remains: does Mitsubishi offer a manual
transmission option for the Eclipse Cross?

The Reality of Manual Transmission Availability

In most markets, including North America and Europe, the Mitsubishi Eclipse
Cross does not come with a manual transmission. The model is equipped mainly
with a CVT paired with either front-wheel drive or Mitsubishi’s Super All-
Wheel Control (S-AWC) system. This approach aligns with industry trends where
manual gearboxes are increasingly rare in crossover SUVs, as automatics
dominate due to convenience and advancements in fuel economy.

However, earlier models or specific regional variants—particularly in some
Asian markets—have occasionally featured manual gearbox options in entry-
level trims. For example, certain versions of the Eclipse Cross sold in the
Philippines and Indonesia have offered a 6-speed manual transmission paired
with a naturally aspirated 1.5-liter engine. These variants cater to markets
where manual transmissions retain popularity due to lower cost and driver
preference.

Technical Aspects of the Mitsubishi Eclipse
Cross Manual Transmission

When available, the manual transmission in the Eclipse Cross typically comes
as a 6-speed gearbox. This setup is designed to provide direct mechanical
engagement, giving drivers more control over gear selection and engine
response compared to the CVT alternative. The manual transmission’s gear
ratios are optimized to balance acceleration, fuel economy, and engine
performance in various driving conditions.

Performance and Fuel Efficiency

The manual transmission enhances the driving experience by allowing more
precise control over power delivery, especially in hilly terrain or when
overtaking. However, fuel efficiency comparisons between manual and CVT
versions of the Eclipse Cross show mixed results. While manuals can sometimes
yield better fuel economy under skilled operation, the CVT's ability to keep
the engine within optimal RPM ranges often leads to superior mileage in real-
world driving.



Maintenance and Reliability Considerations

From a maintenance standpoint, manual transmissions are generally simpler and
cheaper to repair than CVTs, which can be complex and costly once issues
arise. For owners valuing long-term durability and lower servicing expenses,
a manual Eclipse Cross could theoretically offer advantages. Nonetheless, the
scarcity of manual variants means that parts and service expertise may be
limited in some regions, potentially offsetting these benefits.

Driving Dynamics and User Experience

Driving enthusiasts often seek manual transmissions for the tactile
engagement and sense of control they provide. The Mitsubishi Eclipse Cross
manual transmission model offers a more connected driving feel compared to
its CVT counterparts, with immediate feedback through the clutch and gear
shifts.

Suitability for Urban and Off-Road Use

The Eclipse Cross is marketed as a versatile crossover, capable of handling
urban environments and light off-road excursions, especially when equipped
with the S-AWC system. A manual transmission can add to this versatility by
allowing drivers to choose appropriate gears for different terrains or
driving scenarios. However, in stop-and-go traffic, the manual’s clutch
operation may become tiresome, making the CVT a more practical choice for
daily commuting.

Driver Engagement vs. Convenience

The trade-off between driver engagement and convenience is central to the
manual transmission debate. For purists, the Mitsubishi Eclipse Cross manual
transmission is an appealing option that injects fun into driving a compact
SUV. Conversely, for many consumers, the ease of use and smoothness of a CVT
outweigh the benefits of manual control, particularly in urban traffic or
during long journeys.

Comparative Perspective: Manual Transmission 1n
Competing Models

The scarcity of manual transmissions in the Eclipse Cross reflects broader
trends in the compact SUV segment. Competitors such as the Honda HR-V, Mazda



CX-30, and Hyundai Kona also limit manual transmission availability, often
reserving it for base trims or discontinuing it altogether.

e Mazda CX-30: Offers a 6-speed manual transmission option paired with its
naturally aspirated 2.5-liter engine, emphasizing sporty handling.

e Hyundai Kona: Previously available with a manual gearbox in select
models, but has largely shifted to automatic-only configurations.

e Honda HR-V: Typically features CVT exclusively in many markets,
reflecting consumer preferences.

In this context, Mitsubishi’s decision to limit manual transmission
availability in the Eclipse Cross aligns with industry-wide consumer trends
favoring automatics and CVTs for compact SUVs.

Market Implications and Consumer Preferences

The Mitsubishi Eclipse Cross manual transmission’s limited availability
illustrates the evolving priorities of crossover buyers. As fuel efficiency,
emissions standards, and driver convenience take center stage, manual
gearboxes are increasingly niche offerings. Moreover, the rise of
electrification and hybrid variants further diminishes the manual
transmission’s role.

Nevertheless, for segments of the market that prioritize driver involvement
and mechanical simplicity, the manual Eclipse Cross presents an interesting
option. Enthusiasts who appreciate the tactile feedback of shifting gears may
find value in seeking out manual-equipped models where available, though this
often means compromising on trim levels or engine choices.

Resale Value and Market Demand

Manual transmission vehicles typically have lower resale values in markets
dominated by automatics, which can influence buyer decisions. However, in
collector or enthusiast circles, manuals may retain or even increase in value
due to rarity. For the Mitsubishi Eclipse Cross, the manual variants’ niche
positioning means they are less common in used-car inventories, potentially
appealing to specific buyers but limiting mass-market appeal.



Final Thoughts on the Mitsubishi Eclipse Cross
Manual Transmission

While the Mitsubishi Eclipse Cross manual transmission is not widely
available in most regions, its existence in select markets highlights an
ongoing, if niche, demand for manual gearboxes in compact SUVs. The option
offers distinct advantages in driver engagement and maintenance simplicity,
balanced against the convenience and fuel economy benefits of CVTs.

For buyers prioritizing driving experience, locating a manual Eclipse Cross
variant could be rewarding, albeit with considerations regarding availability
and market support. Meanwhile, the broader industry trend suggests that
manual transmissions will remain a specialty choice rather than a mainstream
offering in this vehicle segment.
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