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Matrilineal Definition World History: Tracing Lineage Through the Female Line

matrilineal definition world history is a fascinating topic that invites us
to explore how societies across time and cultures have traced descent and
inheritance through the mother’s lineage rather than the father’s.
Understanding matrilineality involves delving into social structures, kinship
systems, and historical contexts where the female line determines identity,
property rights, and familial ties. This article unpacks the concept, its
significance in world history, and its implications in various cultures,
offering insights into how matrilineal systems have shaped human societies.

What Does Matrilineal Mean?

At its core, the term matrilineal refers to a system of lineage in which
descent, inheritance, and family ties are traced through the mother’s line
rather than the father’s. This contrasts with patrilineal systems, where the
father’s ancestry is prioritized. In a matrilineal society, children belong
to their mother’s clan or family, and property or titles may pass from
mothers to daughters or maternal relatives.

Understanding Lineage and Kinship

Kinship systems are the social rules and norms that define relationships
between individuals based on ancestry. Matrilineal descent means that
genealogical ties are recognized through the maternal line, which often
influences marriage practices, inheritance, and social roles. For example, in
some matrilineal cultures, a man’s heirs might be his sister’s children
rather than his own biological children, emphasizing the importance of
maternal bloodlines.

Key Terms Related to Matrilineality

- **Matrilocality**: A living arrangement where a married couple resides with
or near the wife’s family.

- **Matrifocality**: A social structure where the mother is the central
figure in the household.

- **Clan**: A group of families united by actual or perceived kinship ties,
often traced matrilineally.



Matrilineal Systems in World History

Matrilineal societies have existed throughout history and remain present in
various parts of the world. Their presence challenges the often dominant
narrative of patrilineal descent and provides a broader understanding of
human social organization.

Early Human Societies and Matrilineality

Anthropologists have suggested that some of the earliest human societies may
have been matrilineal or at least matrifocal, given the universal role of
women in childbearing and social continuity. In hunter-gatherer groups, where
mobility and cooperation were crucial, tracing descent through the mother
provided stability and clarity in familial identity.

Matrilineal Cultures in Africa

Africa boasts numerous matrilineal societies, such as the Akan of Ghana and
the Ashanti people. Among the Akan, inheritance and succession pass through
the mother’s line, with the maternal uncle playing a critical role in
nurturing and guiding his sister’s children. This system ensures that
property and leadership remain within the maternal clan, reinforcing
solidarity and support networks.

Indigenous Matrilineal Societies of the Americas

Many Native American tribes, including the Iroquois Confederacy, are known
for their matrilineal systems. The Iroquois traced descent through women, who
held significant political power, including selecting chiefs and managing
land. Women’s councils played a pivotal role in governance, highlighting the
matrilineal influence on social organization and decision-making.

Matrilineality in Asia

While less common, matrilineal systems can also be found in parts of Asia.

The Khasi people of Northeast India are a well-documented example. In Khasi
society, property passes from mother to daughter, and women typically head

households. This cultural practice has persisted despite external pressures
from dominant patriarchal systems surrounding them.



How Matrilineal Systems Shape Social and
Cultural Norms

The matrilineal definition in world history goes beyond lineage and
inheritance; it deeply influences gender roles, family dynamics, and social
responsibilities.

The Role of Women in Matrilineal Societies

In many matrilineal societies, women hold considerable social and economic
power. Since descent and property flow through the female line, women often
manage land and resources, which can elevate their status within the
community. This influence is not just economic; in some cultures, women lead
spiritual ceremonies, govern clans, or mediate social disputes.

Family Structure and Authority

Unlike the nuclear family model common in many Western societies, matrilineal
families often emphasize extended kinship networks. Maternal uncles,
grandmothers, and aunts may have defined roles in child-rearing and decision-
making. This collective approach reinforces communal bonds and ensures that
children grow up with multiple caregivers invested in their welfare.

Marriage and Residence Patterns

Matrilineal descent often aligns with matrilocal residence, where husbands
move to live with the wife’s family after marriage. This pattern strengthens
the maternal clan’s cohesion and guarantees that property and resources stay
under the control of the mother’s lineage. However, variations exist, and not
all matrilineal societies follow matrilocality strictly.

Challenges and Misconceptions About
Matrilineality

Despite its rich history and cultural importance, matrilineal societies are
frequently misunderstood or undervalued in mainstream narratives.



Matrilineality vs. Matriarchy

One common misconception is equating matrilineal systems with matriarchy-a
social system where women hold political power over men. Matrilineality
describes lineage tracing and inheritance patterns, not necessarily who holds
authority. Many matrilineal societies are not matriarchal; men may still
occupy leadership roles, but descent and property rights follow the female
line.

Colonial and Modern Pressures

Colonialism and modernization have often disrupted matrilineal systems.
European colonial powers imposed patrilineal legal frameworks that conflicted
with indigenous practices, leading to the erosion of matrilineal customs. In
contemporary times, globalization and changing economic realities continue to
challenge these traditional systems, although many communities actively work
to preserve their heritage.

Why Matrilineal Systems Matter Today

Understanding matrilineal definition world history is crucial not only for
appreciating cultural diversity but also for recognizing alternative ways
societies organize themselves. These systems highlight how kinship and
inheritance can function outside patriarchal norms and offer insights into
gender relations and social cohesion that differ from dominant Western
models.

Examples of Matrilineal Societies and Theilir
Cultural Contributions

Throughout history, matrilineal societies have contributed richly to human
culture, governance, and social thought.

e The Minangkabau of Indonesia: The world’s largest matrilineal society,
where property and family names pass through women. Their matrilineal
adat (customary law) governs social life and has remained resilient
despite external influences.

e The Mosuo of China: Known for their “walking marriages,” Mosuo culture
traces lineage through mothers and maintains matrilocal households,
challenging conventional ideas about marriage and family.

e The Navajo Nation: A prominent matrilineal tribe in North America, where



clan membership and inheritance flow through the mother, deeply
influencing identity and social organization.

These examples illustrate the variety and adaptability of matrilineal systems
and their ongoing relevance.

Tracing the Past to Understand Kinship Today

Exploring the matrilineal definition world history allows us to appreciate
how human societies have conceptualized family, inheritance, and identity in
diverse ways. It broadens our perspective on kinship beyond the familiar
patrilineal norms and encourages respect for the cultural complexity that
shapes human relationships.

Whether through the political power of Iroquois women, the property rights of
the Akan, or the unique family structures of the Khasi, matrilineal systems
demonstrate that lineage through the mother is a vital thread woven into the
tapestry of world history. Recognizing this helps us better understand the
past and its influence on contemporary social structures worldwide.

Frequently Asked Questions

What does 'matrilineal' mean in world history?

In world history, 'matrilineal' refers to a system of lineage or inheritance
traced through the mother's line rather than the father's.

How did matrilineal societies influence inheritance
patterns historically?

Matrilineal societies historically passed property, titles, and clan
membership through the female line, often giving women significant social and
economic power.

Can you give examples of matrilineal cultures in
world history?

Examples include the Iroquois Confederacy in North America, the Minangkabau
in Indonesia, and certain African societies like the Akan in Ghana.

How does matrilineal descent differ from patrilineal



descent?

Matrilineal descent traces ancestry and inheritance through the mother's
side, whereas patrilineal descent traces it through the father's side.

What role did matrilineal systems play in indigenous
societies?

Matrilineal systems often structured social organization, leadership roles,
and inheritance, empowering women and shaping kinship networks in many
indigenous societies.

Why is understanding matrilineal definitions
important in studying world history?

Understanding matrilineal definitions helps historians appreciate diverse
cultural practices, social structures, and gender roles across different
societies.

Did matrilineal societies exist in ancient world
civilizations?

While less common, some ancient societies exhibited matrilineal traits, but
most major ancient civilizations were predominantly patrilineal.

How has the concept of matrilineality evolved over
time in world history?

Matrilineality has evolved, with some societies maintaining traditional
matrilineal practices, while others have blended or shifted towards
patrilineal or bilateral descent systems due to social and political changes.

Additional Resources

Matrilineal Definition World History: Tracing the Influence of Maternal
Lineage Across Cultures

matrilineal definition world history serves as a pivotal concept in
understanding how societies organize kinship, inheritance, and social
identity based on maternal descent. Unlike patrilineal systems, where lineage
is traced through the male line, matrilineal societies emphasize the
transmission of family name, property, and social status through the mother’s
lineage. This article explores the intricate layers of matrilineal definition
world history, examining its role in various civilizations, its sociocultural
implications, and how this system contrasts and interacts with patrilineal
norms globally.



Understanding Matrilineality: Definition and
Core Characteristics

At its core, matrilineality refers to a system of descent and inheritance
traced through the mother’s bloodline. This means children belong to their
mother’s clan or lineage, and property, titles, or social roles often pass
from mothers to daughters or maternal relatives. The matrilineal definition
encompasses not only genealogical tracking but also social organization,
affecting marriage, residence patterns, and political power distribution.

Key features of matrilineal societies typically include:

e Inheritance through the female line: Property and status are passed down
from mothers to their offspring, often favoring daughters or maternal
nephews.

e Clan membership: Individuals belong to their mother’s clan, which shapes
identity and social obligations.

* Residence patterns: Post-marriage residence often follows matrilocality,
where husbands move to live with their wife'’s family.

* Social roles and authority: Women may hold significant influence in
community decision-making, though this varies widely.

Matrilineal Systems in World History: A Global
Perspective

The study of matrilineal definition world history reveals a diverse array of
societies that have adopted this kinship model, each with unique adaptations
shaped by environmental, economic, and cultural factors.

Matrilineality Among Indigenous Societies

Many Indigenous communities across continents have historically practiced
matrilineality. For example, the Iroquois Confederacy in North America is
renowned for its matrilineal clans, where women controlled land rights and
selected leaders. Similarly, the Minangkabau people of West Sumatra,
Indonesia, represent one of the world’s largest matrilineal societies. In
their culture, property, such as ancestral homes and rice fields, is
inherited by daughters, while men often take on roles outside the household.



These examples underscore how matrilineal systems often coincide with
matrifocal social structures, where women maintain central roles in family
and economic life. Anthropologists argue that such systems challenge
conventional patriarchal assumptions by highlighting alternative power
dynamics.

Matrilineal Traditions in African Societies

In Africa, matrilineality has been a significant framework in numerous ethnic
groups. The Akan people of Ghana and Ivory Coast trace lineage matrilineally,
with inheritance passing through the mother’s family. This system influences
political succession, as chieftaincy titles often transfer to a man’s
sister’s son rather than his own offspring, emphasizing the maternal
bloodline in leadership continuity.

Moreover, matrilineal customs in Africa often intertwine with spiritual
beliefs and social obligations, reinforcing community cohesion. However,
colonial and post-colonial influences sometimes disrupted these practices,
leading to hybrid or altered kinship norms.

Matrilineality in Asian and Pacific Contexts

In parts of Asia and the Pacific, matrilineal systems have also played vital
roles. The Khasi and Garo peoples of Northeast India are matrilineal, with
women inheriting property and family names. These communities maintain
matrilocal residence patterns and emphasize the mother’s role in lineage
continuity.

In Melanesia and parts of Polynesia, matrilineal descent often governs land
rights and social hierarchy. The interplay between matrilineal and
patrilineal customs in these regions reflects a complex negotiation of gender
roles and kinship identity shaped by historical trade, colonization, and
cultural exchange.

Comparative Analysis: Matrilineal Versus
Patrilineal Systems

To grasp the significance of matrilineal definition world history, it is
essential to compare it with its counterpart—patrilineality. While
patrilineal descent dominates in many parts of the world, particularly in
Eurasia, matrilineal systems offer alternative models for social
organization.



e Inheritance Patterns: Patrilineal systems typically pass property and
titles from father to son, reinforcing male lineage continuity.
Matrilineal systems invert this by privileging the mother’s line, often
favoring nephews or daughters.

e Residence: Patrilocal residence (wives moving to husbands’ homes) is
common in patrilineal societies, whereas matrilocal residence (husbands
moving to wives’ homes) is frequent in matrilineal cultures.

e Gender Roles: Patrilineality often correlates with patriarchal social
structures, while matrilineality can facilitate greater female
authority, though not universally.

e Political Power: Leadership succession in patrilineal societies is
typically through male heirs, whereas in matrilineal societies,
leadership may pass to a maternal nephew or be influenced by women
elders.

Despite these distinctions, many societies exhibit blended or ambilineal
descent, showing that kinship systems are fluid and context-dependent rather
than rigid binaries.

The Sociopolitical Implications of Matrilineal
Systems

Matrilineality often reshapes societal power dynamics, impacting gender
relations and community governance. In some matrilineal societies, women’s
control over land and lineage grants them significant social leverage,
enabling matriarchal or matrifocal tendencies. However, matrilineality does
not inherently equate to matriarchy; male authority figures may still hold
prominent roles, but their legitimacy often depends on their position within
the maternal line.

Moreover, matrilineal descent can influence marriage practices, such as bride
service or dowry systems, and affect the broader economy by determining
resource distribution. The persistence of matrilineal systems in modern times
also challenges assumptions about the universality of patriarchal norms.

Challenges and Transformations in the Modern Era

Globalization, urbanization, and legal reforms have profoundly affected
matrilineal societies. In many cases, state laws prioritize nuclear family
structures and patrilineal inheritance, undermining traditional matrilineal
rights. For instance, in Ghana, statutory inheritance laws sometimes conflict
with customary matrilineal practices, creating tensions and legal



ambiguities.

Additionally, economic modernization often encourages patrilocal residence
and nuclear family models, which dilute matrilineal systems. The erosion of
communal land rights and the rise of individual property ownership further
complicate matrilineal inheritance.

However, there are also revitalization efforts. Indigenous groups and
cultural activists advocate for recognizing and preserving matrilineal
customs as vital heritage and as frameworks for gender equity and social
justice.

Conclusion: The Enduring Significance of
Matrilineal Definition in World History

The matrilineal definition world history illuminates the rich diversity of
human social organization and the varied ways cultures define identity,
kinship, and power. From Indigenous North America to West Africa and
Southeast Asia, matrilineal systems illustrate alternative pathways for
structuring family and society that challenge dominant patriarchal paradigms.

Understanding matrilineal descent not only broadens anthropological and
historical perspectives but also informs contemporary discussions on gender
roles, inheritance rights, and cultural preservation. As societies continue
to evolve, the study of matrilineal systems remains a crucial lens for
appreciating the complexity and adaptability of human kinship across time and

geography.
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matrilineal definition world history: The Cambridge World History of Slavery: Volume 4, AD
1804-AD 2016 David Eltis, Stanley L. Engerman, Seymour Drescher, David Richardson, 2017-04-24
Slavery and coerced labor have been among the most ubiquitous of human institutions both in time -
from ancient times to the present - and in place, having existed in virtually all geographic areas and
societies. This volume covers the period from the independence of Haiti to modern perceptions of
slavery by assembling twenty-eight original essays, each written by scholars acknowledged as
leaders in their respective fields. Issues discussed include the sources of slaves, the slave trade, the
social and economic functioning of slave societies, the responses of slaves to enslavement, efforts to
abolish slavery continuing to the present day, the flow of contract labor and other forms of labor
control in the aftermath of abolition, and the various forms of coerced labor that emerged in the
twentieth century under totalitarian regimes and colonialism.

matrilineal definition world history: The Oxford Encyclopedia of Women in World
History Bonnie G. Smith, 2008 The Encyclopedia of Women in World History captures the
experiences of women throughout world history in a comprehensive, 4-volume work. Although there
has been extensive research on women in history by region, no text or reference work has


https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-164/matrilineal-definition-world-history.pdf

comprehensively covered the role women have played throughout world history. The past thirty
years have seen an explosion of research and effort to present the experiences and contributions of
women not only in the Western world but across the globe. Historians have investigated womens
daily lives in virtually every region and have researched the leadership roles women have filled
across time and region. They have found and demonstrated that there is virtually no historical,
social, or demographic change in which women have not been involved and by which their lives have
not been affected. The Oxford Encyclopedia of Women in World History benefits greatly from these
efforts and experiences, and illuminates how women worldwide have influenced and been influenced
by these historical, social, and demographic changes. The Encyclopedia contains over 1,250 signed
articles arranged in an A-Z format for ease of use. The entries cover six main areas: biographies;
geography and history; comparative culture and society, including adoption, abortion, performing
arts; organizations and movements, such as the Egyptian Uprising, and the Paris Commune; womens
and gender studies; and topics in world history that include slave trade, globalization, and disease.
With its rich and insightful entries by leading scholars and experts, this reference work is sure to be
a valued, go-to resource for scholars, college and high school students, and general readers alike.

matrilineal definition world history: Oneida Iroquois Folklore, Myth, and History
Anthony Wonderley, 2024-07-15 This is the first major book to explore uniquely Haudenosaunee
(Iroquois), and specifically Oneida, components in the Native American oral narrative as it existed
around 1900. Even as Anthony Wonderley studies time-honored themes and such stories as the
Haudenosaunee account of creation, he breaks new ground examining links between legend, history,
and everyday life. Wonderley examines how oral traditions are born and develop. Uncovering tales
told over the course of 400 years, Wonderley further defines and considers endurance and sequence
in oral narratives and explores possible links between Oneida folklore and material culture. Arguably
the most complete study of its kind, the book will appeal to a wide range of professional disciplines
from anthropology, history, and folklore to religion and Native American studies.

matrilineal definition world history: Gender in World History Peter N. Stearns, 2021-12-26
Gender in World History integrates gender history and world history by dealing with significant
global changes over time, regional patterns of gender relations, and the results of interregional
contact on gender roles and concepts. Now in its 4th edition, this volume explores the rise of
patriarchal gender systems and, in more modern history, the gradual and checkered decline of these
systems. In addition to the roles of agriculture and then industrialization in shaping gender
relations, the book deals with the impact of major religions, imperialism and decolonization, and
human rights movements in more recent history. Regional coverage includes East Asia, South Asia,
the Middle East and Mediterranean, Sub-Saharan Africa, Europe and the Americas. The book seeks
to show how major patterns and changes in the past shed light on current gender issues in many
world regions, enabling students to understand how gender roles have varied across the world and
over time. This new edition also includes: More material on several societies, particularly in Asia and
the Middle East Greater attention on historical and comparative assessment of sexual identities A
focus on basic features of gender configurations Discussions of more recent human rights
movements Providing a global but succinct overview of the history of gender throughout the world,
Gender in World History remains essential reading for students of world history and gender studies.

matrilineal definition world history: Teaching World History: A Resource Book Heidi
Roupp, 2015-03-04 A resource book for teachers of world history at all levels. The text contains
individual sections on art, gender, religion, philosophy, literature, trade and technology. Lesson
plans, reading and multi-media recommendations and suggestions for classroom activities are also
provided.

matrilineal definition world history: Women in American History Peg A. Lamphier, Rosanne
Welch, 2017-01-23 This four-volume set documents the complexity and richness of women's
contributions to American history and culture, empowering all students by demonstrating a more
populist approach to the past. Based on the content of most textbooks, it would be easy to reach the
erroneous conclusion that women have not contributed much to America's history and development.



Nothing could be further from the truth. Offering comprehensive coverage of women of a diverse
range of cultures, classes, ethnicities, religions, and sexual identifications, this four-volume set
identifies the many ways in which women have helped to shape and strengthen the United States.
This encyclopedia is organized into four chronological volumes, with each volume further divided
into three sections. Each section features an overview essay and thematic essay as well as detailed
entries on topics ranging from Lady Gaga to Ladybird Johnson, Lucy Stone, and Lucille Ball, and
from the International Ladies of Rhythm to the International Ladies Garment Workers Union. The set
also includes a vast variety of primary documents, such as personal letters, public papers,
newspaper articles, recipes, and more. These primary documents enhance users' learning
opportunities and enable readers to better connect with the subject matter.

matrilineal definition world history: International Institutions in World History Laust
Schouenborg, 2016-12-08 The discipline of IR has always suffered from a parochial occupation with
the state and the Western system of states. This book presents a case for a basic reorientation of IR
away from the state and towards the study of social institutions in the sense of patterned practices,
ideas and norms/rules. The argument is that the state is an inherently modern phenomenon, a
modern social institution, and that foundational concepts in IR should be based on a full appreciation
of the wider record of human existence on earth, trans-historically and cross-culturally. This book
will interest scholars and students within IR (particularly IR theory), anthropology, archaeology and
sociology.

matrilineal definition world history: The History of Melanesian Society William Halse Rivers
Rivers, 1968

matrilineal definition world history: The History of Melanesian Society William Halse
Rivers Rivers, 1914

matrilineal definition world history: Migration in World History Patrick Manning, Tiffany
Trimmer, 2020-05-04 In this third edition of Migration in World History, Patrick Manning presents
an expanded and newly coherent view of migratory processes, conveying new research and
interpretation. The engaging narrative shows the continuity of migratory processes from the time of
foragers who settled the earth to farmers opening new fields and merchants linking purchasers
everywhere. In the last thousand years, accumulation of wealth brought capitalism, industry, and the
travels of free and slave migrants. In a contest of civilizational hierarchy and movements of
emancipation, nations arose to replace empires, although conflicts within nations expelled refugees.
The future of migration is now a serious concern. The new edition includes: An introduction to the
migration theories that explain the shifting patterns of migration in early and recent times
Quantification of changes in migration, including international migration, domestic urbanization,
and growing refugee movements A new chapter tracing twenty-first-century migration and
population from 2000 to 2050, showing how migrants escaping climate change will steadily
outnumber refugees from other social conflicts While migration is often stressful, it contributes to
diversity, exchanges, new perspectives, and innovations. This comprehensive and up-to-date view of
migration will stimulate readers with interests in many fields.

matrilineal definition world history: Emet le-Ya‘akov Zev Eleff, Shaul Seidler-Feller,
2023-11-21 Emet le-Ya‘akov comprises a collection of essays celebrating the career and
achievements of Rabbi Dr. Jacob J. Schacter, who has served the American and international Jewish
community with distinction in his roles as a synagogue rabbi, university professor, and public
intellectual. These articles, like the honoree, recognize the importance of both history and memory,
emphasize the necessity of accuracy in historiography, and do not shy away from inconvenient
truths. They are divided into three categories that help frame the discussion around “facing the
truths of history”: Textual Traditions, Memory and Making of Meaning, and (Re)Creating a Usable
Past. The volume also includes a brief sketch of Schacter’s life and work and a bibliography of his
publications.

matrilineal definition world history: American Anthropology, 1946-1970 Robert F.
Murphy, 2002-01-01 From the early Cold War years through the social unrest and activism of the



1960s, American anthropology expanded considerably in size and outreach, becoming spectacularly
global and cross-cultural in its interests. Complex societies and communities became increasingly
popular subjects of inquiry; the influence of sociological methods upon fieldwork and interpretation
grew; a reimagined cultural evolution emerged; and a pervasive interest in the broader forces of
culture change shaped research, writing, and theory throughout the quarter century. A dynamic
range of schools of anthropological thought flowered?cultural ecology, structural-functionalism,
ethnoscience, and, in the last years of the era, French structuralism. The American Anthropological
Association became a forum of political debate in the 1960s, and its membership included more
people of color but fewer women than previously. The twenty-two selections in this volume highlight
the many telling achievements and enduring insights in American anthropology during the first few
decades after World War II. An introduction to these essays by Robert F. Murphy provides a
historical and critical backdrop for understanding the changes and continuity in American
anthropology during this time.

matrilineal definition world history: Encyclopedia of Local History Carol Kammen, Norma
Prendergast, 2000 How is local history thought about? How should it be approached? Through brief,
succinct notes and essay-length entries, the Encyclopedia of Local History presents ideas to
consider, sources to use, historical fields and trends to explore. It also provides commentary on a
number of subjects, including the everyday topics that most local historians encounter. A handy
reference tool that no public historian's desk should be without!

matrilineal definition world history: Feminism And Art History Norma Broude, 2018-02-23 A
long-needed corrective and alternative view of Western art history, these seventeen essays by
respected scholars are arranged chronologically and cover every major period from the ancient
Egyptian to the present. While several of the essays deal with major women artists, the book is
essentially about Western art history and the extent to which it has been distorted, in every period,
by sexual bias. With 306 illustrations.

matrilineal definition world history: Daughters of Independence Joanna Liddle, Rama
Joshi, 1989 Joanna Liddle and Rama Joshi explore the connection in India between gender and caste,
and gender and class. They ask whether the subordination of women has diminished as India moves
from a caste to a class structure, and what effect colonization had on the status of women in India.
Focusing on educated, professional women, the authors look at the particular experiences of 120
women they interviewed, and also interpret the larger patterns of social relations that emerge from
the interviews. These sensitive stories are told with an eloquence that is often moving and inspiring.
For thousands of years Indian women have had a cultural tradition of resisting male domination. At
the same time, the control of female sexuality has always been central to social hierarchies in India.
Women are constrained in both class and caste hierarchies, to help distinguish the men at the top of
the hierarchy from men at the bottom, where women are less constrained. In class society the
seclusion of women allowed men to have sexual control over women and to retain the property that
was transferred in marriage. In contemporary India, professional women have had success entering
the professions as the social groups to which they belong move increasingly to class rather than
caste structures. But men continue to control the type of education they receive and the type of
employment open to them, and to participate in the sexual harassment of women in the workplace.
The concept that women are inferior to men--a concept that is not part of the Indian cultural
heritage--is growing. In a sense, working professional women strengthen male control. The class
structure is no more egalitarian than the caste structure, as oppression simply takes other forms.

matrilineal definition world history: History of Family Nicky Huys, 2025-09-17 History of
Family explores the evolution of familial structures, tracing their roots from ancient civilizations to
contemporary society. This comprehensive study delves into the social, cultural, and economic
factors that have shaped families across the globe. Readers will discover how different cultures
define family, the impact of historical events on family dynamics, and the changing roles of family
members over time. Through rich narratives and compelling case studies, the book highlights the
resilience and adaptability of families in the face of societal change. It invites readers to reflect on




their own family histories and consider the broader implications of familial bonds in shaping identity
and community. Perfect for scholars, students, and anyone intrigued by the intricate tapestry of
family life, this book serves as both an informative resource and a heartfelt tribute to the enduring
significance of family.

matrilineal definition world history: Understanding and Teaching Native American
History Kristofer Ray, Brady DeSanti, 2022-08-30 Understanding and Teaching Native American
History is a timely and urgently needed remedy to a long-standing gap in history instruction. This
book highlights the ongoing integral role of Native peoples via broad coverage in a variety of topics
including the historical, political, and cultural. Nearly a decade in the conception and making, this is
a groundbreaking source for both beginning and veteran instructors.

matrilineal definition world history: Inside Out P.C. Joshi and V.K. Srivastava, 2024-01-01
The present autobiographical compilation is unique in the sense that it is not one full-length
portrayal of one anthropologist but a succinct and terse life-sketch formatted around a framework by
large number of active anthropologists of contemporary times right from the seniormost
anthropologist R.K. Mutatkar to Somenath Bhattacharjee. As a result, what is presented in the book,
is a unique compendium on the self-memoirs by Indian anthropologists. The autobiographies
presented in this volume are narratives on the circumstances and situation making people pursuing
anthropology as a career highlighting specific challenges and rewards in their quest for
understanding themselves eventually.

matrilineal definition world history: Narrating History, Home, and Dyaspora Maia L. Butler,
Joanna Davis-McElligatt, Megan Feifer, 2022-06-27 Winner of a 2023 Edited Collection Award from
the South Atlantic Modern Language Association Contributions by Cécile Accilien, Maria Rice
Bellamy, Gwen Bergner, Olga Blomgren, Maia L. Butler, Isabel Caldeira, Nadege T. Clitandre,
Thadious M. Davis, Joanna Davis-McElligatt, Laura Dawkins, Megan Feifer, Delphine Gras, Akia
Jackson, Tammie Jenkins, Shewonda Leger, Jennifer M. Lozano, Marion Christina Rohrleitner,
Thomas Rothe, Erika V. Serrato, Lucia Stecher, and Joyce White Narrating History, Home, and
Dyaspora: Critical Essays on Edwidge Danticat contains fifteen essays addressing how Edwidge
Danticat’s writing, anthologizing, and storytelling trace, (re)construct, and develop alternate
histories, narratives of nation building, and conceptions of home and belonging. The prolific Danticat
is renowned for novels, collections of short fiction, nonfiction, and editorial writing. As her
experimentation in form expands, so does her force as a public intellectual. Danticat’s literary
representations, political commentary, and personal activism have proven vital to classroom and
community work imagining radical futures. Among increasing anti-immigrant sentiment and
containment and rampant ecological volatility, Danticat’s contributions to public discourse, art, and
culture deserve sustained critical attention. These essays offer essential perspectives to scholars,
public intellectuals, and students interested in African diasporic, Haitian, Caribbean, and
transnational American literary studies. This collection frames Danticat’s work as an indictment of
statelessness, racialized and gendered state violence, and the persistence of political and economic
margins. The first section of this volume, “The Other Side of the Water,” engages with Danticat’s
construction and negotiation of nation, both in Haiti and the United States; the broader dyaspora;
and her own, her family’s, and her fictional characters’ places within them. The second section,
“Welcoming Ghosts,” delves into the ever-present specter of history and memory, prominent themes
found throughout Danticat’s work. From origin stories to broader Haitian histories, this section
addresses the underlying traumas involved when remembering the past and its relationship to the
present. The third section, “I Speak Out,” explores the imperative to speak, paying particular
attention to the narrative form with which such telling occurs. The fourth and final section, “Create
Dangerously,” contends with Haitians’ activism, community building, and the political and ecological
climate of Haiti and its dyaspora.

matrilineal definition world history: D. H. Lawrence and Feminism Hilary Simpson,
2024-04-01 First published in 1982, D. H. Lawrence and Feminism discusses Lawrence’s work by
examining it in relation to aspects of women'’s history and the development of feminism. Two



different modes of pre-war feminism which provide important themes in Lawrence’s early writings
are examined in the opening chapters. The central chapters deal with the war, both as a catalyst for
major changes in the position of women and as a point of no return in the development of
Lawrence’s work. A final chapter looks at the way in which Lawrence used women as collaborator,
and their writing as source material. This book will be of interest to students of literature, women’s
studies and history.
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