mary antin the promised land

Mary Antin The Promised Land: A Journey of Hope and Identity

mary antin the promised land is more than just a phrase; it represents a powerful narrative of
immigration, identity, and the American Dream. Mary Antin’s autobiographical work, *The Promised
Land*, offers a vivid and heartfelt account of her journey from a small town in the Russian Empire to
the bustling streets of Boston. Published in 1912, this memoir captures the hopes, struggles, and
transformation experienced by countless immigrants seeking a better life in America. Today, it
remains a significant piece of literature that provides insight into the immigrant experience during the
early 20th century.

Who Was Mary Antin?

Before diving into the essence of *The Promised Land*, it helps to understand who Mary Antin was.
Born in 1881 in Polotsk, Belarus (then part of the Russian Empire), Mary Antin was the daughter of
Jewish parents who faced increasing persecution and hardship. In 1894, at the age of 13, she
immigrated to the United States with her family, settling in Boston. Unlike many immigrants of her
time, Mary had a unique gift for language and education, which she fully embraced upon arriving in
America.

Her story is emblematic of the immigrant journey—marked by cultural dislocation, adaptation, and the
quest for belonging. Through her writing, she not only told her own story but also gave voice to the
broader immigrant community struggling to carve out a new identity.

The Promised Land: An Autobiographical Memoir

Mary Antin’s *The Promised Land* is an autobiographical memoir that chronicles her transition from a
Russian Jewish girl to an American citizen. The memoir is celebrated for its candid and poetic
portrayal of immigration, capturing both the optimism and the harsh realities faced by newcomers.

The Journey from Russia to America

One of the most poignant parts of *The Promised Land* is the depiction of Antin’s early life in Russia,
characterized by poverty, anti-Semitism, and limited opportunities. The memoir vividly describes the
emotional farewell to her homeland and the perilous journey across the Atlantic. This part of the
narrative resonates deeply with anyone familiar with immigrant stories, as it conveys the heartbreak
of leaving behind everything familiar in pursuit of an uncertain future.

Assimilation and Education



After arriving in Boston, Mary Antin encountered the challenges of assimilating into American society.
Her memoir details her struggles with language barriers, cultural differences, and the pressure to
conform to a new way of life. Education became her pathway to assimilation, and she excelled
academically, eventually attending Boston University.

Her narrative highlights the transformative power of education for immigrants. It was through
schooling that Mary Antin fully embraced the ideals of American democracy and liberty. She believed
that America was indeed “the promised land,” a place where hard work and dedication could lead to
success and freedom.

Identity and Cultural Conflict

While *The Promised Land* is a hopeful tale, it doesn’t shy away from the complexities of identity.
Mary wrestled with her Jewish heritage and the desire to integrate into American culture. This internal
conflict is a recurring theme in immigrant literature and reflects the broader tension between
preserving cultural roots and adapting to a new environment.

Antin’s memoir offers valuable insights into the psychological and emotional aspects of immigration,
making it an important work for understanding cultural assimilation and identity formation.

Historical Context and Impact

Understanding *The Promised Land* requires some awareness of the historical backdrop against
which Mary Antin wrote. The early 1900s were a time of massive immigration to the United States,
particularly from Eastern and Southern Europe. Immigrants like Antin’s family faced discrimination,
economic hardship, and social marginalization.

The Immigrant Experience in Early 20th Century America

Mary Antin’s story reflects the broader immigrant experience characterized by:

Harsh living conditions in urban neighborhoods

Struggles with language and cultural barriers

Efforts to achieve economic stability and social acceptance

Encounters with prejudice and xenophobia

Despite these obstacles, immigrants contributed significantly to the fabric of American society, fueling
industrial growth and enriching cultural diversity.



Mary Antin’s Role in American Literature and Social Reform

*The Promised Land* was not only a personal story but also a political statement. Mary Antin became
a prominent advocate for immigration reform and cultural understanding. Her eloquent writing helped
humanize immigrants in the eyes of native-born Americans and challenged nativist sentiments.

Her memoir is often studied in American literature and history courses as a prime example of
immigrant autobiography. It paved the way for later writers to explore themes of displacement,
assimilation, and identity in more nuanced ways.

Lessons from Mary Antin The Promised Land for
Today’s Readers

Though written over a century ago, Mary Antin’'s *The Promised Land* continues to resonate in
today’s world, where immigration remains a hotly debated topic. The memoir offers timeless lessons
about hope, resilience, and the complexities of cultural transition.

Understanding the Immigrant Perspective

For anyone interested in immigration, Antin’s work provides a deeply personal perspective that
statistics and news reports often lack. Her detailed storytelling invites readers to empathize with the
emotional struggles and aspirations of immigrants.

The Power of Education and Adaptation

One of the most inspiring aspects of Antin’s journey is her embrace of education as a tool for
empowerment. Her story encourages modern immigrants and their descendants to view learning as a
bridge to opportunity and integration.

Maintaining Cultural Identity Amid Change

Mary Antin’s internal conflict about identity is relevant to many today who navigate multiple cultures.
Her memoir suggests that it's possible to embrace a new national identity while honoring one’s
heritage, a balancing act that enriches both the individual and society.

Exploring Mary Antin’s Writing Style and Legacy

Mary Antin’s prose in *The Promised Land* is noted for its lyrical quality and vivid imagery. She
combines factual recounting with poetic reflections, which engage readers emotionally and



intellectually.

A Literary Blend of Autobiography and Advocacy

Her writing style effectively merges personal narrative with social commentary. This approach helped
her reach diverse audiences, from literary critics to social activists.

Legacy in American Immigration Literature

Mary Antin’s memoir has influenced generations of writers and remains a cornerstone of immigrant
literature. It invites ongoing conversations about what it means to belong and how societies can
embrace diversity.

Whether you are a student, historian, or simply a curious reader, *The Promised Land* offers a
window into the hopes and challenges that define the immigrant experience. Through Mary Antin’s
eyes, the promise of America comes alive—not just as a place, but as an idea worth striving for.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Mary Antin and what is 'The Promised Land' about?

Mary Antin was a Jewish immigrant from Russia who wrote 'The Promised Land,' an autobiographical
work that details her journey to America and her experiences assimilating into American culture.

What are the main themes explored in Mary Antin's 'The
Promised Land'?

The main themes include immigration, assimilation, identity, the American Dream, and the contrast
between old world hardships and new world opportunities.

When was 'The Promised Land' by Mary Antin published?

‘The Promised Land' was first published in 1912.

How does Mary Antin describe the immigrant experience in
'‘The Promised Land'?

Mary Antin describes the immigrant experience as a challenging but hopeful journey, marked by
cultural adjustment, the pursuit of education, and the aspiration for freedom and prosperity in
America.



Why is 'The Promised Land' considered an important work in
American literature?

‘The Promised Land' is considered important because it provides a first-person account of the
immigrant experience in early 20th-century America, highlighting themes of cultural identity and the
pursuit of the American Dream.

What impact did 'The Promised Land' have on perceptions of
immigrants in the United States?

‘The Promised Land' helped humanize immigrants by sharing a personal narrative that emphasized
their struggles and contributions, thereby fostering greater empathy and understanding among
American readers.

Additional Resources

Mary Antin and *The Promised Land*: A Pioneering Voice in Immigrant Autobiography

mary antin the promised land stands as a seminal work in the canon of American immigrant
literature, offering a compelling narrative that intertwines personal experience with the broader socio-
cultural dynamics of early 20th-century immigration. Published in 1912, *The Promised Land* is Mary
Antin’s autobiographical account chronicling her journey from a small Jewish shtetl in Belarus to the
bustling urban landscapes of Boston. More than just a memoir, it is a nuanced exploration of identity,
assimilation, and the American Dream, themes that continue to resonate in contemporary discussions
about immigration and multiculturalism.

Contextualizing Mary Antin’s *The Promised Land*

Mary Antin’s narrative emerges from a pivotal period in American history marked by significant waves
of immigration, particularly from Eastern Europe. Between 1880 and 1920, over two million Jewish
immigrants arrived in the United States, escaping persecution and seeking new opportunities. Antin’s
story is emblematic of this demographic shift, reflecting both the hardships and aspirations of these
immigrant communities.

Her memoir is not merely autobiographical but also functions as an insightful socio-historical
document that captures the complexities of immigrant life. Antin’s experiences shed light on the
challenges of linguistic barriers, cultural dislocation, and the pursuit of education as a vehicle for
social mobility. The title itself, *The Promised Land*, evokes biblical imagery, symbolizing both hope
and the sometimes fraught reality of immigrant assimilation into American society.

Exploration of Identity and Assimilation

One of the central themes in *The Promised Land* is the intricate process of identity formation amidst
the pressures of assimilation. Antin vividly recounts her transition from her native Yiddish-speaking



environment to an English-speaking American context, highlighting how language acquisition served
as a critical tool for integration. Her narrative illustrates the duality faced by many immigrants: the
desire to embrace a new national identity while preserving elements of cultural heritage.

This tension is evident in Antin’s reflections on education and self-improvement. She portrays learning
English and adopting American customs not as a rejection of her origins but as a strategic adaptation
to overcome societal barriers. Yet, this journey is fraught with emotional complexity, as it involves
negotiating between loyalty to one’s roots and the necessity of belonging to a new community.

Literary Style and Narrative Techniques

Mary Antin’s prose in *The Promised Land* is marked by a blend of lyrical description and
straightforward storytelling. Her vivid depictions of the immigrant experience bring to life the physical
and emotional landscapes of both her childhood town and the American cities she inhabits. The
memoir’s structure balances episodic recollections with a coherent narrative arc, tracing a clear
trajectory from displacement to hopeful integration.

Antin’s use of biblical and classical references serves to elevate her personal story to one of universal
significance. By framing her journey in terms of a promised land, she taps into a collective
imagination that associates America with opportunity and renewal. This narrative strategy not only
personalizes the immigrant experience but also engages readers in broader reflections on national
identity and the meaning of freedom.

Mary Antin’s Impact on American Literature and
Immigration Discourse

*The Promised Land* occupies a unique place in American literature as one of the earliest immigrant
autobiographies to receive widespread recognition. Its publication coincided with burgeoning debates
over immigration policy and cultural pluralism, making Antin’s voice both timely and influential. Her
memoir provided a counternarrative to prevalent stereotypes of immigrants as unassimilable or
threatening to American values.

Antin’s optimistic portrayal of assimilation, with an emphasis on education and civic participation,
offered a model for immigrant integration that resonated with progressive reformers of her era.
However, modern scholarship often critiques this perspective for oversimplifying the complexities of
cultural identity and the systemic barriers faced by immigrants.

The Promised Land in the Context of Contemporary
Immigration Literature

Comparing *The Promised Land* to more recent immigrant narratives reveals shifts in thematic focus
and representational strategies. While Antin’s memoir emphasizes the transformative power of
assimilation, contemporary works frequently foreground hybridity, transnational identities, and
resistance to cultural erasure. This evolution reflects broader changes in societal attitudes toward



immigration and multiculturalism.

Nevertheless, Antin’s work remains a foundational text that continues to inform discussions on
immigrant self-representation. Its detailed account of the immigrant journey, from hardship to hope,
offers valuable historical insight and underscores the enduring relevance of personal storytelling in
shaping public understanding of migration.

Key Features and Themes in *The Promised Land*

* Migration and Displacement: Antin’s narrative captures the physical and emotional upheaval
of leaving one’s homeland under duress.

e Language and Education: The acquisition of English and formal schooling are depicted as
essential tools for social advancement.

e Cultural Assimilation: The memoir explores the negotiation between preserving cultural
identity and adapting to American norms.

e Hope and Optimism: Despite hardships, Antin’s perspective is largely hopeful, embodying the
ideal of the American Dream.

* Gender and Agency: Antin’s role as a female immigrant writer adds a unique dimension to the
narrative, highlighting gendered experiences within immigrant communities.

Critical Reception and Legacy

Upon its release, *The Promised Land* was met with critical acclaim and popular success, praised for
its eloquence and inspirational message. Antin’s work was embraced by Americanization campaigns
and immigrant aid organizations seeking to promote integration. However, some contemporaries and
later critics questioned the extent to which her narrative glossed over the persistent discrimination
and structural inequalities confronting immigrants.

Today, scholars analyze *The Promised Land* through various lenses, including feminist theory, ethnic
studies, and migration studies. The memoir serves as a case study in the complexities of identity
formation and the politics of memory. It also invites reflection on the role of autobiography in
constructing national narratives and challenging dominant cultural assumptions.

Mary Antin’s *The Promised Land* remains a vital contribution to the literature of immigration,
offering a textured and personal perspective that enriches our understanding of America’s
multifaceted immigrant heritage. Its enduring relevance lies in its ability to humanize historical
migration experiences, reminding readers of the courage and resilience inherent in the search for
belonging.



Mary Antin The Promised Land

mary antin the promised land: The Promised Land Mary Antin, 1912

mary antin the promised land: The Promised Land Mary Antin, 2013-09-02 This 1912 classic
of the Jewish-American immigrant experience, whose author arrived in Boston from Russia as a child
in the 1890s, offers a moving narrative of Old and New World cultures.

mary antin the promised land: The Promised Land Mary Antin, 2019-12-24 In The Promised
Land, Mary Antin articulates her profound immigrant experience through a potent blend of
autobiographical narrative and lyrical prose. Set against the rich tapestry of early 20th-century
America, Antin's memoir chronicles her journey from the confines of a modest Jewish town in Russia
to the expansive opportunities of the New World. Her literary style employs a vivid, evocative
vocabulary that not only captures the challenges of assimilation and identity but also celebrates the
resilience of the human spirit, making it a significant work within the canon of American immigrant
literature. Mary Antin, born in 1881 in what is now Belarus, was an immigrant herself and a
passionate advocate for social change. Her personal journey, marked by hardship and hope, led her
to embrace the ideals of American democracy and the melting-pot identity. Antin's insightful
reflections are shaped by her educational pursuits and her involvement with various immigrant
rights organizations, illuminating her understanding of the broader societal implications of her story.
Readers seeking insight into the immigrant experience in America will find The Promised Land an
indispensable text. Antin's eloquent exploration of her own identity and the complexities of cultural
assimilation resonates with ongoing discussions about identity, belonging, and the American Dream,
making it a timeless and relevant work.

mary antin the promised land: The Promised Land Mary Antin, 1913

mary antin the promised land: The Promised Land Mary Antin, 2016-01-11 The Promised
Land By Mary Antin Illustrated The Promised Land is the 1912 autobiography of Mary Antin. It tells
the story of her early life in what is now Belarus and her immigration to the United States in 1894.
The book focuses on her attempts to assimilate into the culture of the United States. It received very
positive reviews and sold more than 85,000 copies in the three decades after its release. The book's
popularity allowed Antin to begin speaking publicly, a platform that she used to promote acceptance
of immigration to the United States. It was criticized by anti-immigration activists, who did not see
Antin as an American. It was also criticized by some Jews, who felt that she was disrespectful
towards her Jewish heritage. I was born, I have lived, and I have been made over. Is it not time to
write my life's story? [ am just as much out of the way as if I were dead, for I am absolutely other
than the person whose story I have to tell. Physical continuity with my earlier self is no
disadvantage. I could speak in the third person and not feel that I was masquerading. I can analyze
my subject, I can reveal everything; for she, and not I, is my real heroine. My life I have still to live;
her life ended when mine began. A generation is sometimes a more satisfactory unit for the study of
humanity than a lifetime; and spiritual generations are as easy to demark as physical ones. Now I am
the spiritual offspring of the marriage within my conscious experience of the Past and the Present.
My second birth was no less a birth because there was no distinct incarnation. Surely it has
happened before that one body served more than one spiritual organization. Nor am I disowning my
father and mother of the flesh, for they were also partners in the generation of my second self;
copartners with my entire line of ancestors. They gave me body, so that I have eyes like my father's
and hair like my mother's. The spirit also they gave me, so that I reason like my father and endure
like my mother. But did they set me down in a sheltered garden, where the sun should warm me,
and no winter should hurt, while they fed me from their hands? No; they early let me run in the
fields--perhaps because I would not be held--and eat of the wild fruits and drink of the dew. Did they
teach me from books, and tell me what to believe? I soon chose my own books, and built me a world
of my own. In these discriminations I emerged, a new being, something that had not been before.
And when I discovered my own friends, and ran home with them to convert my parents to a belief in


https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-164/mary-antin-the-promised-land.pdf

their excellence, did I not begin to make my father and mother, as truly as they had ever made me?
Did I not become the parent and they the children, in those relations of teacher and learner? And so
I can say that there has been more than one birth of myself, and I can regard my earlier self as a
separate being, and make it a subject of study.

mary antin the promised land: The Promised Land [by] Mary Antin Amadeus Grabau,
Josephine Grabau, 1912

mary antin the promised land: The Promised Land Mary Antin, 2020-10-24 The Promised
Land is the 1912 autobiography of Mary Antin. It tells the story of her early life in what is now
Belarus and her immigration to the United States in 1894. The book focuses on her attempts to
assimilate into the culture of the United States.

mary antin the promised land: From Plotzk to Boston - An Immigrant's Story Mary Antin,
2018-08-31 Written from the authors own personal experiences of her journey from Polotsk, Russia
to Boston, USA in 1894 at the age of 11. This early works, published in 1899, is a fascinating look at
American history and immigration. Mary Antin's vivid description of all she and her dear ones went
through, enables us to see almost with our own eyes how the invasion of America appears to the
impecunious invader. It is thus a human document of considerable value, as well as a promissory
note of future performance..... Many of the earliest books, particularly those dating back to the
1900's and before, are now extremely scarce and increasingly expensive. We are republishing these
classic works in affordable, high quality, modern editions, using the original text and artwork.

mary antin the promised land: Promised Land Annotated Mary Antin, 2020-09-13 The
Promised Land is the 1912 autobiography of Mary Antin. It tells the story of her early life in what is
now Belarus and her immigration to the United States in 1894. The book focuses on her attempts to
assimilate into the culture of the United States.

mary antin the promised land: Promised Land Illustrated Mary Antin, 2020-09-30 The
Promised Land is the 1912 autobiography of Mary Antin. It tells the story of her early life in what is
now Belarus and her immigration to the United States in 1894. The book focuses on her attempts to
assimilate into the culture of the United States.

mary antin the promised land: The Notion of Identity in Mary Antin's "The Promised Land"
Christiane Abspacher, 2007-11 Seminar paper from the year 2006 in the subject American Studies -
Literature, grade: 1,7, University of Regensburg (Anglistik und Amerikanistik, Philosophische
Fakultat ), course: Hauptseminar Amerikanistik (Literaturwissenschaft), 5 entries in the
bibliography, language: English, abstract: In order to be able to grasp the dimension of the role
identity plays in Mary Antin's The Promised Land, one has to take into consideration the author's
biographical background, as the first part of her life differs completely from the later years. She is
born in the Jewish Polotzk near Witebsk in White Russia. In 1894, the family emigrates to the United
States. Mary receives solid school education and manages to have her first poem published in the
Boston Herald at the age of fifteen. With the help of diligence, natural ability, curiousness and luck,
Mary Antin advances from her proletarian neighbourhood to higher educated circles. Antin
publishes several essays, short stories and poems, gives lectures and gets involved with the
loosening of laws restricting immigration. Already at the age of twenty, Mary Antin writes her
autobiography The Promised Land (formerly published under the name of From Polotzk to Boston),
which describes her childhood in Russia, her immigration to America, the initial problems in her new
homeland and her success in gaining ground. Especially the preface causes attention, as she calls
her life unusual, but by no means unique. (...) [A] concrete illustration of a multitude of statistical
facts, while she is distancing herself from her former life as Maryashe Weltman in Polotzk. The high
degree of self- reflexiveness and the dispartment of her own person into at least two identities
predestine her book as a subject of inquiry by means of sociological investigation in the field of
identity research. In order to discuss Mary Antin's notion of identity, it is required to outline the
term itself. Within the last decades, this concept has become central to

mary antin the promised land: The Lie Mary Antin, 2018-08-31 From the American author
and immigrant civil activist, Mary Antin, The Lie is an enlightening short story that illustrates what



life was like for young immigrants in early twentieth-century America. David is the son of Mr.
Rudinsky, an immigrant living in America. To keep his son in the school system for a further two
years, Mr. Rudinksy lies about David’s age. Although David works hard and performs well in school,
his father’s lie is constantly nestled in the back of his mind and weighs heavy on his shoulders. Will
their lie eventually catch up with them? Mary Antin was a Jewish immigrant in the late 1800s whose
writing was inspired by her own experiences. In this short story, she captures the emotions of many
young people who have had to leave their birth countries for a new life. The Lie, originally published
shortly after Antin’s seminal autobiography, The Promised Land, provides incredible insight into the
lives and struggles of immigrants in the early 1900s. Still as relevant as it was upon first publication,
The Lie has been republished by Read & Co. Books for future generations to enjoy. This new edition
is a must-read for those who enjoy the work of Mary Antin, and are interested in the history of
immigration in twentieth-century America.

mary antin the promised land: Jews and the American Soul Andrew R. Heinze, 2021-03-09
What do Joyce Brothers and Sigmund Freud, Rabbi Harold Kushner and philosopher Martin Buber
have in common? They belong to a group of pivotal and highly influential Jewish thinkers who
altered the face of modern America in ways few people recognize. So argues Andrew Heinze, who
reveals in rich and unprecedented detail the extent to which Jewish values, often in tense interaction
with an established Christian consensus, shaped the country's psychological and spiritual
vocabulary. Jews and the American Soul is the first book to recognize the central role Jews and
Jewish values have played in shaping American ideas of the inner life. It overturns the widely shared
assumption that modern ideas of human nature derived simply from the nation's Protestant heritage.
Heinze marshals a rich array of evidence to show how individuals ranging from Erich Fromm to Ann
Landers changed the way Americans think about mind and soul. The book shows us the many ways
that Jewish thinkers influenced everything from the human potential movement and pop psychology
to secular spirituality. It also provides fascinating new interpretations of Sigmund Freud, Alfred
Adler, and Western views of the psyche; the clash among Protestant, Catholic, and Jewish moral
sensibilities in America; the origins and evolution of America's psychological and therapeutic
culture; the role of Jewish women as American public moralists, and more. A must-read for anyone
interested in the contribution of Jews and Jewish culture to modern America.

mary antin the promised land: Promised Land Mary Antin, 2021-08-25 The Promised Land is
the 1912 autobiography of Mary Antin. It tells the story of her early life in what is now Belarus and
her immigration to the United States in 1894. The book focuses on her attempts to assimilate into
the culture of the United States.

mary antin the promised land: Mary Antin's "Promised Land" Horace James Bridges, 1913

mary antin the promised land: No Place in Time Sharon B. Oster, 2018-11-12 An exploration
of the temporal function that the Jew plays in literature. No Place in Time: The Hebraic Myth in
Late-Nineteenth-Century American Literature examines how the Hebraic myth, in which Jewishness
became a metaphor for an ancient, pre-Christian past, was reimagined in nineteenth-century
American realism. The Hebraic myth, while integral to a Protestant understanding of time, was
incapable of addressing modern Jewishness, especially in the context of the growing social and
national concern around the Jewish problem. Sharon B. Oster shows how realist authors
consequently cast Jews as caught between a distant past and a promising American future. In either
case, whether creating or disrupting temporal continuity, Jewishness existed outside of time. No
Place in Time complicates the debates over Eastern European immigration in the 1880s and
questions of assimilation to a Protestant American culture. The first chapter begins in the world of
periodicals, an interconnected literary culture, out of which Abraham Cahan emerged as a literary
voice of Jewish immigrants caught between nostalgia and a messianic future outside of linear
progression. Moving from the margins to the center of literary realism, the second chapter revolves
around Henry James's modernization of the noble Hebrew as a figure of mediation and
reconciliation. The third chapter extends this analysis into the naturalism of Edith Wharton, who
takes up questions of intimacy and intermarriage, and places the Jew at the nexus of competing



futures shaped by uncertainty and risk. A number of Jewish female perspectives are included in the
fourth chapter that recasts plots of cultural assimilation through intermarriage in terms of time: if a
Jewish past exists in tension with an American future, these writers recuperate the Hebraic myth for
themselves to imagine a viable Jewish future. No Place in Time ends with a brief look at poet Emma
Lazarus, whose understanding of Jewishness was distinctly modern, not nostalgic, mythical, or dead.
No Place in Time highlights a significant shift in how Jewishness was represented in American
literature, and, as such, raises questions of identity, immigration, and religion. This volume will be of
interest to scholars of nineteenth- and turn-of-the-century American literature, American Jewish
literature, and literature as it intersects with immigration, religion, or temporality, as well as anyone
interested in Jewish studies.

mary antin the promised land: Exiles on Main Street Julian Levinson, 2008-07-02 How have
Jews reshaped their identities as Jews in the face of the radical newness called America? Julian
Levinson explores the ways in which exposure to American literary culture -- in particular the
visionary tradition identified with Ralph Waldo Emerson and Walt Whitman -- led American Jewish
writers to a new understanding of themselves as Jews. Discussing the lives and work of writers such
as Emma Lazarus, Mary Antin, Ludwig Lewisohn, Waldo Frank, Anzia Yezierska, I. J. Schwartz,
Alfred Kazin, and Irving Howe, Levinson concludes that their interaction with American culture led
them to improvise new and meaningful ways of being Jewish. In contrast to the often expressed view
that the diaspora experience leads to assimilation, Exiles on Main Street traces an arc of return to
Jewish identification and describes a vital and creative Jewish American literary culture.

mary antin the promised land: The American Jewish Woman Jacob Rader Marcus, 1981
Contains primary source material.

mary antin the promised land: Writing Our Lives Steven Joel Rubin, 1991 Twenty-eight
selections from the writings of some of the best-known American-Jewish novelists, dramatists,
critics, and historians span the social and cultural history of American Jews in the twentieth century.
Often joyous, occasionally tragic, they provide a fascinating record—from immigration to
assimilation, from life in the ghetto to the current movement by many to recapture their Jewish
identity. At once personal and historical, the selections are poignant and moving testimonies to the
perseverance of the American-Jewish people.

mary antin the promised land: At School in the Promised Land Mary Antin, 1912
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