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Larson Storm Door Handle Installation Instructions: A Step-by-Step Guide

larson storm door handle installation instructions can seem a bit daunting at
first, especially if you’ve never taken on a door hardware project before.
However, with a little patience and the right guidance, installing a Larson
storm door handle is a straightforward task that can greatly improve the
functionality and aesthetic of your storm door. Whether you’re replacing an
old handle or installing one for the first time, understanding the
installation process will save you time and frustration.

In this article, we’ll walk through the essential steps and share expert tips
on how to install Larson storm door handles effectively. Along the way, we’ll
touch on important considerations such as tools needed, troubleshooting
common issues, and maintenance advice to keep your new hardware working
smoothly for years to come.

Understanding Your Larson Storm Door Handle

Before diving into the installation process, it helps to familiarize yourself
with the components of a Larson storm door handle. These handles usually come
as part of a kit including the handle itself, a lock mechanism, strike
plates, screws, and sometimes a keyed lock cylinder. Knowing each part’s
function will make the installation process much easier.

Larson handles are designed for both right-hand and left-hand doors, which
means you’ll want to confirm your door’s handing before purchasing or
installing the handle. The instructions provided by Larson are generally
clear, but having a basic understanding beforehand will help you troubleshoot
or adjust as needed.

Tools and Materials Needed

Before beginning, gather the following tools and materials:

Phillips screwdriver

Flathead screwdriver

Drill with drill bits (if new holes are needed)



Measuring tape

Pencil or marker

Level (optional but helpful)

New Larson storm door handle kit

Having everything on hand not only makes the job smoother but also prevents
interruptions once you start.

Step-by-Step Larson Storm Door Handle
Installation Instructions

Step 1: Remove the Old Handle (If Applicable)

If you are replacing an existing storm door handle, the first step is to
carefully remove it. Use a screwdriver to take out the screws holding the old
handle and lock in place. Keep these screws aside in case you need them as
backups. Once removed, clean any debris or dirt around the handle area to
ensure a smooth installation of the new hardware.

Step 2: Align the New Handle

Next, take your new Larson storm door handle and align it on the door where
the old handle was or as specified in the product instructions. Most Larson
handles come with a template or markings to help with proper alignment. Make
sure the handle is level and the lock mechanism lines up with the strike
plate on the door frame.

Step 3: Mark and Drill Holes (If Necessary)

If your door does not have pre-drilled holes matching the new handle, use a
pencil and the handle’s mounting plate as a guide to mark where you need to
drill. Use a drill bit appropriate for your door material — usually a metal
or wood bit. Be careful to drill straight and only as deep as necessary to
avoid damaging the door.



Step 4: Install the Handle and Lock Mechanism

Attach the handle to the door by inserting the screws through the mounting
holes and tightening them securely with a screwdriver. If your kit includes a
lock cylinder, insert it following the manufacturer’s guidance, ensuring it
connects properly to the lock mechanism inside the door. Check that the
handle moves freely and the locking mechanism engages smoothly before moving
on.

Step 5: Attach the Strike Plate

The strike plate is installed on the door frame and works in tandem with the
lock to secure the door when closed. Use the screws provided to attach the
strike plate at the appropriate height, making sure it aligns perfectly with
the lock latch. If necessary, chisel out a small recess in the door frame so
the strike plate sits flush.

Step 6: Test the Handle and Lock

Once everything is installed, test the handle and lock multiple times. Open
and close the door, lock and unlock it, and ensure the latch catches securely
without sticking. If you notice any misalignment or difficulty, adjust the
strike plate or handle screws slightly until the operation is smooth.

Tips for a Successful Larson Storm Door Handle
Installation

Installing a storm door handle may seem straightforward, but small details
can make a big difference in how well your new hardware functions and lasts.

Check Door Handing: Confirm whether your door swings left or right.
Larson handles are directional, so installing the wrong handing can
cause the lock to malfunction.

Use the Right Screws: Always use the screws that come with your hardware
kit. They are designed to fit perfectly and hold the handle securely.

Don’t Over-tighten Screws: Over-tightening can strip the screw holes or
warp the handle components. Tighten screws just enough to hold firmly.

Lubricate Moving Parts: Applying a little graphite or silicone lubricant
to the lock mechanism will keep it operating smoothly and prevent rust.



Keep the Template Handy: Many Larson kits include a paper template for
drilling holes. Use it carefully to avoid misaligned holes that can lead
to installation headaches.

Common Challenges and How to Overcome Them

Even with clear Larson storm door handle installation instructions, you may
encounter some hiccups. Here are some common issues and solutions:

Misaligned Handle or Lock

If the handle feels loose or the lock doesn’t catch properly, it’s often a
sign of misalignment. Check that the handle and strike plate are level and
the screws are tightened evenly. Slightly adjusting the strike plate’s
position usually fixes this problem.

Difficulty Drilling into Metal Frames

Storm doors often have metal frames that can be tough to drill through. Use a
high-quality metal drill bit and apply steady, moderate pressure. Starting
with a small pilot hole can make drilling easier and more accurate.

Lock Cylinder Won’t Turn

If the lock cylinder resists turning after installation, double-check that it
is inserted correctly and not binding against other parts. Lubricate with
graphite powder and make sure the internal lock mechanism is properly
aligned.

Maintaining Your Larson Storm Door Handle

Once installed, maintaining your Larson storm door handle is key to ensuring
long-lasting performance. Regularly clean the handle with mild soap and water
to remove dirt and grime. Avoid harsh chemicals that could damage the finish.
Periodically lubricate the lock and moving parts to prevent sticking or
rusting. If you live in an area with extreme weather, inspecting the handle
and lock seasonally helps catch any wear before it becomes a bigger issue.

With proper installation and care, your Larson storm door handle will provide



security, ease of use, and curb appeal for many years. Taking the time to
follow these installation instructions carefully will reward you with a
smoothly operating door that complements your home perfectly.

Frequently Asked Questions

What tools do I need to install a Larson storm door
handle?
To install a Larson storm door handle, you typically need a screwdriver
(Phillips and flathead), a drill with appropriate bits, a measuring tape, a
pencil, and possibly a level.

How do I remove the old handle before installing a
new Larson storm door handle?
To remove the old handle, locate and unscrew all the screws holding the
handle and lock assembly in place using a screwdriver. Carefully pull the
handle and any connected parts away from the door.

Are Larson storm door handle installation
instructions included in the package?
Yes, Larson storm door handles usually come with detailed installation
instructions inside the package. If missing, you can download the
instructions from the Larson website.

Can I install a Larson storm door handle on any type
of storm door?
Larson storm door handles are designed to fit most standard storm doors, but
it’s important to check compatibility with your specific door model and
thickness before installation.

How do I align the Larson storm door handle properly
during installation?
To align the handle, first mark the screw holes on the door with a pencil,
then drill pilot holes. Attach the handle loosely, check alignment with the
door frame and latch, then tighten all screws securely.

What should I do if the Larson storm door handle



doesn’t latch properly after installation?
If the handle doesn’t latch properly, check that the strike plate is aligned
with the latch bolt. Adjust the strike plate position or the handle assembly
as needed to ensure smooth latching.

Additional Resources
Larson Storm Door Handle Installation Instructions: A Comprehensive Guide for
Homeowners

larson storm door handle installation instructions serve as an essential
resource for homeowners aiming to enhance the functionality and aesthetic
appeal of their entryways. Larson storm doors are renowned for their
durability, weather resistance, and sleek designs, which complement a wide
array of home styles. Installing the handle correctly is crucial not only for
the door’s operational efficiency but also for ensuring long-term security
and ease of use. This article delves into the step-by-step process of
installing Larson storm door handles, examines the tools and materials
required, and provides insights on common challenges and troubleshooting
tips.

Understanding the Importance of Proper Handle
Installation

When it comes to storm doors, the handle is not merely a decorative feature
but a vital component that influences user experience. A well-installed
Larson storm door handle guarantees smooth operation, reduces wear and tear
on the locking mechanism, and enhances safety. Incorrect installation, by
contrast, can lead to misalignment, difficulty in locking or unlocking, and
even compromise the door’s weatherproofing capabilities.

Larson offers a range of handle styles tailored to different door models,
including lever handles, pull handles, and keyed entry options. Each handle
type comes with specific installation requirements, making it imperative to
follow the manufacturer’s instructions carefully. The process, while
straightforward for those familiar with basic DIY tasks, can be intricate for
beginners due to the precise measurements and alignment needed.

Essential Tools and Materials for Installation

Before beginning the installation, gather all necessary tools and materials
to ensure a smooth workflow. The typical requirements for Larson storm door
handle installation include:



Phillips and flathead screwdrivers

Drill with appropriate drill bits

Tape measure

Level

Replacement handle kit (including screws, strike plate, and latch
mechanism)

Masking tape or pencil for marking

Safety glasses and gloves for protection

Having these items at hand not only expedites the installation but also
minimizes the risk of errors that could damage the door or reduce handle
functionality.

Step-by-Step Larson Storm Door Handle
Installation Instructions

1. Preparation and Removal of Old Hardware

Start by removing the existing handle and latch hardware if you are replacing
an old handle. Use a screwdriver to unscrew the mounting screws carefully and
detach the handle components. Keep the screws if they are in good condition
and compatible with the new handle, or replace them with the new ones
provided in the kit.

2. Aligning the New Handle Components

Position the new handle on the exterior side of the door, ensuring that the
latch mechanism aligns with the door’s pre-existing holes. Larson storm doors
typically come with pre-drilled holes, but verifying the alignment is
critical. Use a level to confirm the handle is straight before proceeding.

3. Installing the Latch Mechanism

Insert the latch into the door edge, making sure the beveled side faces the



door jamb for smooth operation. Secure the latch with screws using a drill or
screwdriver, ensuring it’s flush with the door edge to prevent binding.

4. Attaching the Exterior Handle

Place the exterior handle onto the door, threading the spindle through the
latch mechanism. Hold it firmly in place while you move to the interior side
for assembly.

5. Securing the Interior Handle

Attach the interior handle by aligning it with the spindle and screw holes.
Fasten the mounting screws tightly, but avoid overtightening to prevent
stripping the screws or cracking the handle material.

6. Installing the Strike Plate

Position the strike plate on the door frame where the latch will engage. Use
the old strike plate as a template if applicable. Secure it with screws,
ensuring it is aligned perfectly to allow the latch to catch smoothly when
closing the door.

7. Testing the Handle Functionality

After installation, test the door handle by opening and closing the door
multiple times. Check for smooth operation of the latch and verify that the
lock mechanism (if keyed) functions correctly. Adjust the strike plate or
handle alignment if necessary.

Common Challenges and Troubleshooting Tips

Despite clear Larson storm door handle installation instructions, some users
encounter difficulties during the process. Common issues include misaligned
handles, sticking latches, or loose hardware.

Misalignment: If the handle does not sit flush or the latch doesn’t
catch properly, recheck the alignment of the latch and strike plate.
Slight adjustments with a screwdriver or repositioning the strike plate
can resolve most issues.



Loose Handles: Handles may become loose over time if screws are not
adequately tightened. Periodically inspect and tighten screws to
maintain handle stability.

Sticking Latches: Lubricate the latch mechanism with a silicone-based
lubricant to reduce friction and improve movement.

Understanding these troubleshooting steps can save time and prevent
frustration during installation or maintenance.

Comparing Larson Storm Door Handles to Other
Brands

In the competitive market of storm doors, Larson is often compared to brands
like Andersen, Pella, and Therma-Tru. One notable advantage of Larson is the
user-friendly design of their handle installation kits. The components are
engineered for easy alignment and durability, reducing the likelihood of
installation errors.

While Andersen storm doors may offer more stylistic options, Larson’s handles
typically emphasize sturdiness and weather resistance. For homeowners
prioritizing functionality over ornamental features, Larson storm door
handles present a balanced choice. Furthermore, the inclusion of detailed
installation instructions with clear diagrams enhances the installation
experience compared to some competitors whose manuals are less comprehensive.

Maintenance Tips to Prolong Handle Life

Proper maintenance complements correct installation, ensuring the Larson
storm door handle remains reliable for years. Regular cleaning with mild
detergent and a soft cloth prevents dirt buildup. Avoid harsh chemicals that
could degrade finishes, especially on handles with brushed nickel or oil-
rubbed bronze coatings.

Inspect the screws and moving parts biannually, tightening and lubricating as
needed. Seasonal checks are particularly important in regions with extreme
weather fluctuations, where temperature changes may affect metal components.

Overall, a combination of precise installation and consistent upkeep
maximizes the return on investment for Larson storm door hardware.

The process of installing Larson storm door handles, while straightforward,
demands attention to detail and adherence to manufacturer guidelines.
Homeowners who follow these installation instructions closely can expect a



seamless fit and enhanced door performance that withstands daily use and
harsh environmental conditions. With the right tools, patience, and
methodical approach, upgrading or replacing a Larson storm door handle
becomes an achievable and rewarding DIY project.
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