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James M Cain The Postman Always Rings Twice: A Timeless Noir Classic

james m cain the postman always rings twice is a phrase that instantly evokes the gritty tension
and dark allure of classic American noir fiction. This novel, first published in 1934, is one of the most
influential works of crime literature in the 20th century, and it firmly established James M. Cain as a
master storyteller. Diving into the world of passion, betrayal, and murder, "The Postman Always
Rings Twice" continues to captivate readers and inspire adaptations decades after its release.

The Origins and Impact of James M Cain's The Postman
Always Rings Twice

James M. Cain was a journalist turned novelist whose sharp prose and keen psychological insight
reshaped crime fiction. "The Postman Always Rings Twice" marked a turning point not only in his
career but also in the genre itself. Unlike the more procedural detective stories that preceded it,
Cain's novel plunged readers into the raw, emotional depths of its characters, making the narrative
as much about human nature as about crime.

Set during the Great Depression, the novel’s backdrop plays a crucial role in shaping the story’s
atmosphere. The economic hardship and social unrest of the era add layers of desperation and moral
ambiguity to the characters’ choices. Cain’s writing style—succinct, direct, and charged with
tension—reflects the hard-boiled tradition, yet it remains deeply personal and immersive.

Plot Overview: A Tale of Desire and Crime

At its core, "The Postman Always Rings Twice" is a story about an illicit affair and a deadly
conspiracy. The plot follows Frank Chambers, a drifter who stops at a roadside diner owned by Nick
Papadakis and his young wife, Cora. Frank and Cora quickly develop a passionate relationship,
fueled by mutual dissatisfaction and longing for escape.

Their affair soon escalates into a plan to murder Nick, hoping to start a new life together. However,
the consequences of their actions spiral into a complex web of deceit, guilt, and justice. Cain’s
portrayal of flawed, morally ambiguous characters challenges readers to empathize with people who
are far from innocent.

Exploring Themes in The Postman Always Rings Twice

One of the reasons James M Cain's novel resonates so strongly is its exploration of universal themes
that remain relevant across generations.



Fate and Inevitability

The title itself hints at an unavoidable destiny—the idea that fate will inevitably catch up with the
characters. Throughout the book, the sense that events are spiraling out of control creates a
palpable tension. This motif of inevitability is a hallmark of noir fiction, where characters often seem
trapped by their choices and circumstances.

Passion and Destruction

The intense and reckless passion between Frank and Cora drives the narrative forward. Their
relationship is both the catalyst for their plans and their undoing. Cain captures the dangerous
allure of desire, showing how it can lead to both ecstasy and ruin.

Justice and Moral Ambiguity

Unlike traditional crime stories with clear heroes and villains, Cain’s novel blurs these lines. The
characters’ motivations are complex, and the justice system’s role is ambiguous. This moral
complexity encourages readers to question their own judgments about right and wrong.

Literary Style and Narrative Techniques

James M Cain’s writing in "The Postman Always Rings Twice" is often praised for its lean, no-
nonsense style. His prose is stripped of unnecessary ornamentation, focusing instead on dialogue
and action that propel the story. This approach creates an immediacy that immerses readers in the
tense, volatile world of the novel.

Use of First-Person Narration

The story is told from Frank’s perspective, which adds intimacy and a subjective angle to the
narrative. His voice is candid and unpretentious, allowing readers to see the unfolding events
through his eyes. This choice enhances the psychological depth of the story, as Frank’s thoughts and
feelings reveal his internal conflicts and motivations.

Symbolism and Imagery

Cain employs vivid imagery and symbolism to enrich the text. The road and the diner serve as
metaphors for transition and confinement, respectively. Water, fire, and other elements appear
throughout the novel, reinforcing themes of danger, cleansing, and destruction.



Adaptations and Cultural Legacy

The enduring popularity of "The Postman Always Rings Twice" is evidenced by its numerous
adaptations and references in popular culture. The novel has been transformed into several films,
radio dramas, and even stage plays.

Notable Film Versions

- **1946 Film Noir Classic**: Directed by Tay Garnett and starring Lana Turner and John Garfield,
this adaptation is perhaps the most famous. It captures the dark, seductive mood of the novel,
although some plot elements were softened to comply with the era’s censorship rules.
- **1981 Remake**: Featuring Jack Nicholson and Jessica Lange, this version offers a more explicit
and gritty retelling, closer in some respects to Cain’s original vision.
- **International Adaptations**: The story has also inspired foreign films, including the French "Le
facteur sonne toujours deux fois" and Italian versions that emphasize the novel’s universal themes.

Influence on Noir and Crime Fiction

James M Cain’s work helped shape the noir genre, inspiring writers like Raymond Chandler and
Dashiell Hammett. His focus on flawed protagonists, moral ambiguity, and the darker aspects of
human nature became staples of crime fiction.

Moreover, the novel’s style and themes echo in contemporary thrillers and psychological dramas,
proving the timelessness of Cain’s storytelling.

Why Read James M Cain The Postman Always Rings
Twice Today?

In an age saturated with crime dramas and mystery thrillers, "The Postman Always Rings Twice"
remains a compelling read for several reasons:

- **Raw Human Emotion**: The novel delves into primal feelings—lust, greed, desperation—in a way
that feels authentic and relatable.
- **Economic and Social Context**: Its setting during the Great Depression offers historical insight
into the struggles that shaped American society and culture.
- **Narrative Pacing**: Cain’s brisk, taut prose keeps readers engaged from start to finish.
- **Exploration of Moral Complexity**: The story challenges black-and-white notions of good and
evil, encouraging reflection on human nature.

For anyone interested in crime fiction, noir, or American literature, James M Cain’s work is essential
reading.



Tips for Readers New to Noir Fiction

If you’re picking up "The Postman Always Rings Twice" and are new to noir, here are a few pointers
to enhance your experience:

1. **Pay Attention to Dialogue**: Cain’s characters reveal much about themselves through their
speech; subtle cues can hint at underlying tensions.
2. **Consider the Social Context**: Understanding the historical backdrop enriches the narrative’s
meaning.
3. **Reflect on the Characters’ Choices**: Noir often presents morally grey scenarios—try to see the
story from multiple perspectives.
4. **Notice the Symbolism**: Elements like the diner, the road, and recurring motifs add layers to
the plot.

Exploring these aspects can deepen your appreciation of the novel’s craftsmanship.

James M Cain’s "The Postman Always Rings Twice" is more than just a crime story; it’s a penetrating
look at human passion and the consequences of desire. Whether you’re a long-time fan or a curious
newcomer, the novel’s gripping narrative and complex characters offer a rich and unforgettable
journey into the darker side of life.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of James M. Cain's 'The Postman
Always Rings Twice'?
The central theme of the novel is passion and betrayal, exploring the destructive consequences of
lust, greed, and moral ambiguity.

When was 'The Postman Always Rings Twice' first published?
The novel was first published in 1934.

How does James M. Cain's writing style in 'The Postman
Always Rings Twice' reflect the hardboiled genre?
Cain's writing style is direct, terse, and gritty, with a focus on dialogue and action that reflects the
hardboiled crime fiction tradition.

What role does the setting play in 'The Postman Always Rings
Twice'?
The setting, a rural diner and gas station, creates a claustrophobic and tense atmosphere that
heightens the story's themes of entrapment and desperation.



Who are the main characters in 'The Postman Always Rings
Twice'?
The main characters are Frank Chambers, a drifter; Cora Smith, the wife of the diner owner; and
Nick Smith, Cora's husband.

Has 'The Postman Always Rings Twice' been adapted into films
or other media?
Yes, the novel has been adapted into several films, including notable versions in 1946 and 1981, as
well as radio plays and stage adaptations.

What is the significance of the novel’s title, 'The Postman
Always Rings Twice'?
The title is a metaphor meaning that fate or justice will eventually catch up with wrongdoers, no
matter how much they try to avoid it.

How does 'The Postman Always Rings Twice' address the
concept of morality?
The novel presents a morally ambiguous world where characters make choices based on desire and
survival rather than conventional ethics, challenging traditional notions of right and wrong.

Why is 'The Postman Always Rings Twice' considered a classic
of noir literature?
It is considered a classic because of its dark, fatalistic tone, complex characters, and exploration of
themes like crime, passion, and betrayal, all hallmarks of the noir genre.

Additional Resources
James M Cain The Postman Always Rings Twice: A Timeless Noir Classic Explored

james m cain the postman always rings twice stands as one of the seminal works in American
crime fiction, embodying the gritty realism and moral ambiguity that have come to define the noir
genre. First published in 1934, this novel has captivated readers and critics alike with its raw
portrayal of passion, betrayal, and fatalism. The enduring appeal of Cain’s narrative and stylistic
approach makes it a pivotal subject for both literary analysis and enthusiasts seeking to understand
the foundations of noir storytelling.

Historical Context and Literary Significance

Set against the backdrop of the Great Depression, James M Cain’s *The Postman Always Rings



Twice* reflects the social and economic anxieties of 1930s America. The novel’s bleak atmosphere
and morally complex characters capture the desperation and disillusionment of the era. Cain, often
credited as a pioneer of the hardboiled crime genre, employs a sparse, direct prose style that
contrasts sharply with the elaborate literary styles of his contemporaries. This stylistic choice
enhances the intensity and immediacy of the narrative, drawing readers into the turbulent lives of
the protagonists.

The novel’s significance also lies in its exploration of human desires and the consequences of
transgression. Unlike traditional crime stories that focus solely on the mechanics of crime and
punishment, *The Postman Always Rings Twice* delves deeply into the psychology of its characters.
The interplay of lust, greed, and fatalism drives the plot, marking a departure from conventional
morality tales and paving the way for future noir literature and cinema.

Plot Overview and Thematic Depth

At its core, *The Postman Always Rings Twice* tells the story of Frank Chambers, a drifter who
becomes entangled with Cora Papadakis, the wife of a struggling roadside diner owner. Their
passionate affair leads to a conspiracy to murder Cora’s husband, setting off a chain of events
characterized by deception, guilt, and tragedy.

Several key themes resonate throughout the narrative:

Fatalism: The inevitability of fate is underscored by the novel’s title, suggesting that justice or
retribution is unavoidable, no matter how characters attempt to escape their circumstances.

Passion and Desire: The intense, often destructive emotions driving Frank and Cora
highlight the conflict between human impulses and societal norms.

Morality and Ambiguity: Cain refuses to present clear-cut heroes or villains, instead
portraying flawed individuals whose choices lead to their downfall.

This thematic complexity elevates the novel beyond a simple crime story, inviting readers to reflect
on broader questions of human nature and justice.

Stylistic Features and Narrative Techniques

James M Cain’s writing style in *The Postman Always Rings Twice* is characterized by its lean,
unadorned prose. The straightforward language mirrors the stark realities confronting the
characters and enhances the story’s tension. Cain’s use of first-person narration, through Frank
Chambers’ perspective, provides intimate access to the protagonist’s thoughts and motivations,
making the moral conflicts more personal and immediate.

The pacing of the novel is deliberate yet relentless, with sequences of rapid dialogue and terse
description that mimic the mounting pressure and urgency experienced by the characters. This



technique effectively immerses readers in the suspense and emotional volatility of the plot.

Comparison with Contemporary Noir Works

When examining *The Postman Always Rings Twice* alongside other classic noir novels such as
Dashiell Hammett’s *The Maltese Falcon* or Raymond Chandler’s *The Big Sleep*, certain
distinguishing features emerge. Cain’s work is less concerned with elaborate detective plots or
intricate mysteries; instead, it centers on the intimate dynamics between a small cast of characters
and their moral decay.

Unlike Hammett’s and Chandler’s protagonists, who often embody a cynical but principled sense of
justice, Frank Chambers is more ambiguous—both a victim and perpetrator of circumstance. This
lack of a traditional heroic figure contributes to the novel’s bleak worldview and sets it apart within
the noir canon.

Adaptations and Cultural Impact

The influence of James M Cain’s *The Postman Always Rings Twice* extends far beyond its original
publication. The novel has been adapted into several notable films, each interpreting the source
material through different cultural lenses and cinematic styles.

1946 Hollywood Adaptation: Directed by Tay Garnett and starring Lana Turner and John
Garfield, this version softened some of the novel’s more explicit themes due to the Motion
Picture Production Code, but retained the core narrative of passion and betrayal.

1981 Revival: Featuring Jack Nicholson and Jessica Lange, this adaptation embraced the
novel’s raw sensuality and darker tones, reflecting evolving attitudes toward sexuality and
violence in cinema.

International Versions: Various European adaptations, including the French film *Le
Dernier Tournant* (1939), highlight the story’s universal themes and its resonance across
cultures.

These adaptations have contributed to the novel’s lasting legacy, ensuring that James M Cain’s
storytelling continues to reach new audiences and inspire filmmakers and writers.

Why James M Cain’s The Postman Always Rings Twice Endures

The novel’s enduring popularity can be attributed to several factors:

Universal Themes: Love, betrayal, and fate are timeless motifs that resonate across1.



generations.

Psychological Complexity: The nuanced portrayal of flawed characters invites ongoing2.
analysis and interpretation.

Genre Innovation: Cain’s blending of crime, romance, and existential dread helped shape the3.
noir genre’s identity.

Adaptability: The story’s core conflicts translate well across different media and cultural4.
contexts.

These qualities ensure that *The Postman Always Rings Twice* remains a key text for students of
literature, film, and cultural studies alike.

Conclusion: The Lasting Legacy of James M Cain’s
Masterpiece

Exploring *james m cain the postman always rings twice* reveals a work that transcends its pulp
fiction origins to become an enduring classic of American literature. Its unflinching examination of
human weakness and destiny, combined with a gripping narrative and stylistic precision, secures its
place as an essential noir masterpiece. As readers and critics continue to revisit Cain’s novel, its
themes and characters maintain a powerful hold on the cultural imagination, affirming its status as a
cornerstone of 20th-century fiction.

James M Cain The Postman Always Rings Twice

  james m cain the postman always rings twice: The Postman Always Rings Twice James M.
Cain, 1989-05-14 The bestselling sensation—and one of the most outstanding crime novels of the
20th century—that was banned in Boston for its explosive mixture of violence and eroticism, and
acknowledged by Albert Camus as the model for The Stranger. The basis for the acclaimed 1946
film. An amoral young tramp. A beautiful, sullen woman with an inconvenient husband. A problem
that has only one grisly solution—a solution that only creates other problems that no one can ever
solve. First published in 1934, The Postman Always Rings Twice is a classic of the roman noir. It
established James M. Cain as a major novelist with an unsparing vision of America's bleak underside
and was acknowledged by Albert Camus as the model for The Stranger.
  james m cain the postman always rings twice: The Postman Always Rings Twice James
M. Cain, 1981 (Book Jacket Status: Jacketed) These three classics from the master of the noir novel,
along with five otherwise unavailable short stories, are electric with the taut narrative voice, the
suspense, and the explosive violence and eroticism that were James M. Cain's indelible hallmarks.
The Postman Always Rings Twice, Cain's first novel-the subject of an obscenity trial in Boston, the
inspiration for Camus's The Stranger-is the fever-pitched tale of a drifter who stumbles into a job,
into an erotic obsession, and into a murder. Double Indemnity-which followed Postman so quickly,
Cain's readers hardly had a chance to catch their breath-is a tersely narrated story of blind passion,
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duplicity, and, of course, murder. Mildred Pierce, a work of acute psychological observation and
devastating emotional violence, is the tale of a woman with a taste for shiftless men and an
unreasoned devotion to her monstrous daughter. All three novels were immortalized in classic
Hollywood films. Also included here are five masterful stories-Pastorale, The Baby in the Icebox,
Dead Man, Brush Fire, The Girl in the Storm-that have been out of print for decades.
  james m cain the postman always rings twice: The Postman Always Rings Twice James
Mallahan Cain, 1981-01-01 An amoral young tramp. A beautiful, sullen woman with an inconvenient
husband. A problem that has only one, grisly solution -- a solution that only creates other problems
that no one can ever solve. First published in 1934 and banned in Boston for its explosive mixture of
violence and eroticism, The Postman Always Rings Twice is a classic of the roman noir. It established
James M. Cain as a major novelist with an unsparing vision of America's bleak underside, and was
acknowledged by Albert Camus as the model for The Stranger. Performed by Stanley Tucci
  james m cain the postman always rings twice: Dead Man James M. Cain, 2021-10-26 In this
powerful tale of guilt, a short story from James M. Cain’s The Postman Always Rings Twice, Double
Indemnity, Mildred Pierce, and Selected Stories, a desperate man is driven to the edge of madness
after he accidentally kills a railroad detective. As the murderer works to get his alibi straight, he
soon discovers that the prick of his own conscience is just as oppressive as the long arm of the law.
A Vintage Short.
  james m cain the postman always rings twice: The Postman Always Rings Twice James
Mallahan Cain, James Lee Burke, 2005
  james m cain the postman always rings twice: The Postman Always Rings Twice, Double
Indemnity, Mildred Pierce, and Selected Stories James M. Cain, 2003-07-22 These three classics
from the master of the noir novel, along with five otherwise unavailable short stories, are electric
with the taut narrative voice, the suspense, and the explosive violence and eroticism that were James
M. Cain’s indelible hallmarks. The Postman Always Rings Twice, Cain’s first novel–the subject of an
obscenity trial in Boston, the inspiration for Camus’s The Stranger–is the fever-pitched tale of a
drifter who stumbles into a job, into an erotic obsession, and into a murder. Double Indemnity–which
followed Postman so quickly, Cain’s readers hardly had a chance to catch their breath–is a tersely
narrated story of blind passion, duplicity, and, of course, murder. Mildred Pierce, a work of acute
psychological observation and devastating emotional violence, is the tale of a woman with a taste for
shiftless men and an unreasoned devotion to her monstrous daughter. All three novels were
immortalized in classic Hollywood films. Also included here are five masterful stories–“Pastorale,”
“The Baby in the Icebox,” “Dead Man,” “Brush Fire,” “The Girl in the Storm”–that have been out of
print for decades.
  james m cain the postman always rings twice: Three Novels by James M. Cain James
Mallahan Cain, 1964
  james m cain the postman always rings twice: Three Novels by James M. Cain James
Mallahan Cain, 1946
  james m cain the postman always rings twice: Three Novels by James M. Cain Floyd Dell,
George Henry Boker, James Mallahan Cain, 1850
  james m cain the postman always rings twice: Cain's Craft David Madden, 1985 Analyzes
the master of the hard-boiled novel.
  james m cain the postman always rings twice: David Mamet Anne Dean, 1990 This book
supports the claim that David Mamet is possibly the first true verse dramatist by examining in detail
his celebrated use of language as dramatic action. Five of Mamet's best known plays are studied in
detail: Sexual Perversity in Chicago, American Buffalo, A Life in the Theatre, Edmond, and Glengarry
Glen Ross.
  james m cain the postman always rings twice: The Philosophy of the Coen Brothers Mark T.
Conard, 2008-12-12 “Written for both fans of the Coen brothers and the philosophically curious,
without the technical language . . . educational and entertaining.” —Library Journal Joel and Ethan
Coen have made films that redefined the gangster movie, the screwball comedy, the fable, and the



film noir, but no matter what genre they’re playing with, they consistently focus on the struggles of
complex characters to understand themselves and their places in the strange worlds they inhabit. To
borrow a phrase from Barton Fink, all Coen films explore “the life of the mind” and show that the
human condition can often be simultaneously comic and tragic, profound and absurd. The essays in
this book explore the challenging moral and philosophical terrain of the Coen repertoire. Several
address how Coen films often share film noir’s essential philosophical assumptions: power corrupts,
evil is real, and human control of fate is an illusion. In Fargo, not even Minnesota’s blankets of snow
can hide Jerry Lundegaard’s crimes or brighten his long, dark night of the soul. The tale of love,
marriage, betrayal, and divorce in Intolerable Cruelty transcends the plight of the characters to
illuminate competing theories of justice. Even in lighter fare, such as Raising Arizona and The Big
Lebowski, the comedy emerges from characters’ journeys to the brink of an amoral abyss. However,
the Coens often knowingly and gleefully subvert conventions and occasionally offer symbolic
rebirths and other hopeful outcomes. At the end of The Big Lebowski, for example, the Dude abides,
his laziness has become a virtue, and the human comedy is perpetuating itself with the promised
arrival of a newborn Lebowski. The Philosophy of the Coen Brothers sheds new light on the work of
these cinematic visionaries. From Blood Simple to No Country for Old Men, the Coens’ characters
look for answers—though in some cases, their quest for answers leads, at best, only to more
questions.
  james m cain the postman always rings twice: Blood on the Stage, 1925-1950 Amnon
Kabatchnik, 2010 In this volume, Amnon Kabatchnik provides an overview of more than 150
important and memorable theatrical works of crime and detection between 1925 and 1950. Each
entry includes a plot synopsis, production data, and the opinions of well known and respected critics
and scholars.
  james m cain the postman always rings twice: Imagination in Transition Bruce Barton,
2005 The move from playwright to cinema screenwriter and director is a rare accomplishment. No
American writer has achieved this transition with the level of success enjoyed over the past two
decades by David Mamet. Over this same period Mamet has also authored a body of aggressive
critical writing that demonstrates enduring aesthetic and ideological preoccupations, regularly
expressed as a set of confident «best practices». However, the relationship between theory and
practice becomes particularly (and productively) rowdy at the sites of Mamet's transitional «media
crossing». Imagination in Transition establishes a flexible set of core characteristics of Mamet's
dramatic and theatrical dramaturgy, and then compares these with the textual and cinematographic
strategies employed by Mamet in his initial, «transitional» feature films. This study, then, offers both
an innovative approach to Mamet's work and an illuminating framework for cross-media analysis.
  james m cain the postman always rings twice: Criminality and the Modern Stephen Brauer,
2022-01-28 The emergence of the social sciences, established in the mid to late nineteenth-century,
had a substantial bearing on how researchers, academics, and eventually the general public thought
about criminal behavior. Using Modernism as a lens, Stephen Brauer, examines how these
disciplines shaped Americans’ understanding of criminality in the twentieth-century and how it
provides a new way to think about culture, social norms, and ultimately, laws. In theory, laws act as
articulations and codifications of a community’s beliefs, values, and principles. By breaking laws,
criminals help us reinforce social norms by providing the opportunity to affirm what is believed to be
right. By operating outside the bounds of acceptable behavior, the criminal serves as a useful figure
to understand what is at stake in the culture, what the central issues of that culture might be, and
what the fears and anxieties are. Criminality serves as a lens through which we can read ourselves
and how the criminal operates as a cultural figure signifies the things we are negotiating in our lives
and in our communities. Brauer focuses on two main concepts, central to the very concept of
Modernism, to explore criminality: contingency, the idea that the individual might not be in control
of their own deviance, and agency, the notion that the criminal makes a conscious choice to use
crime as a means of economic success. The figure of the criminal is a powerful one and is key to
exploring American twentieth-century culture. This book would be of interest to students and



scholars in criminology, sociology, cultural studies, literary studies, history, and many others.
  james m cain the postman always rings twice: The Maltese Falcon to Body of Lies Robert
von Hallberg, 2015-11-15 Film noir is by definition dark, but not, this book argues, desperate.
Examining twenty-eight great noir films from the earliest examples of the genre, including The
Maltese Falcon, The Big Sleep, and Out of the Past, to such twenty-first-century spy films as The
Good Shepherd, Syriana, and The Bourne Ultimatum, this study explores the representations of trust
and commitment that noir and spy films propose. Through thorough examination, von Hallberg
provides insights into the cultural history of film and our cinematic experience with the concept of
trust.
  james m cain the postman always rings twice: A Hidden History of Film Style Christopher
Beach, 2015-04-30 The image that appears on the movie screen is the direct and tangible result of
the joint efforts of the director and the cinematographer. A Hidden History of Film Style is the first
study to focus on the collaborations between directors and cinematographers, a partnership that has
played a crucial role in American cinema since the early years of the silent era. Christopher Beach
argues that an understanding of the complex director-cinematographer collaboration offers an
important model that challenges the pervasive conventional concept of director as auteur. Drawing
upon oral histories, early industry trade journals, and other primary materials, Beach examines key
innovations like deep focus, color, and digital cinematography, and in doing so produces an
exceptionally clear history of the craft. Through analysis of several key collaborations in American
cinema from the silent era to the late twentieth century—such as those of D. W. Griffith and Billy
Bitzer, William Wyler and Gregg Toland, and Alfred Hitchcock and Robert Burks—this pivotal book
underlines the importance of cinematographers to both the development of cinematic technique and
the expression of visual style in film.
  james m cain the postman always rings twice: Film Noir Jennifer Fay, Justus Nieland,
2009-12-04 The term film noir still conjures images of a uniquely American malaise: hard-boiled
detectives, fatal women, and the shadowy hells of urban life. But from its beginnings, film noir has
been an international phenomenon, and its stylistic icons have migrated across the complex
geo-political terrain of world cinema. This book traces film noir’s emergent connection to European
cinema, its movement within a cosmopolitan culture of literary and cinematic translation, and its
postwar consolidation in the US, Europe, Asia, the Middle East, and Latin America. The authors
examine how film noir crosses national boundaries, speaks to diverse international audiences, and
dramatizes local crimes and the crises of local spaces in the face of global phenomena like
world-wide depression, war, political occupation, economic and cultural modernization,
decolonization, and migration. This fresh study of film noir and global culture also discusses film
noir’s heterogeneous style and revises important scholarly debates about this perpetually alluring
genre.
  james m cain the postman always rings twice: New Perspectives on Detective Fiction
Casey Cothran, Mercy Cannon, 2015-10-14 This collection establishes new perspectives on the idea
of mystery, as it is enacted and encoded in the genre of detective fiction. Essays reclaim detective
fiction as an object of critical inquiry, examining the ways it shapes issues of social destabilization,
moral ambiguity, reader complicity, intertextuality, and metafiction. Breaking new ground by moving
beyond the critical preoccupation with classification of historical types and generic determinants,
contributors examine the effect of mystery on literary forms and on readers, who experience the
provocative, complex process of coming to grips with the unknown and the unknowable. This volume
opens up discussion on publically acclaimed, modern works of mystery and on classic pieces,
addressing a variety of forms including novels, plays, graphic novels, television series, films, and
ipad games. Re-examining the interpretive potential of a genre that seems easily defined yet has
endless permutations, the book closely analyzes the cultural function of mystery, the way it
intervenes in social and political problems, as well as the literary properties that give the genre its
particular shape. The volume treats various texts as meaningful subjects for critical analysis and
sheds new light on the interpretive potential for a genre that creates as much ambiguity as it does



clarity. Scholars of mystery and detective fiction, crime fiction, genre studies, and cultural studies
will find this volume invaluable.
  james m cain the postman always rings twice: Tin Lizard Tales Schuyler T. Wallace, 2007-09
Retired fire chief Schuyler Wallace describes and comments on the people and places he sees,
sometimes critically, sometimes comically, while traveling by railroad with his wife, Carol, through
the United States and Canada.
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