if you could be mine sara farizan

If You Could Be Mine Sara Farizan: A Deep Dive into the Heartfelt Novel

if you could be mine sara farizan is more than just a phrase—it’s an
invitation into the world of a poignant young adult novel that has touched
readers worldwide. Written by Sara Farizan, this book explores themes of
love, identity, and societal challenges in a way that feels both intimate and
universal. Whether you’re a fan of LGBTQ+ literature, contemporary coming-of-
age stories, or simply looking for a compelling read, understanding the
layers within *If You Could Be Mine* offers valuable insight into the power
of storytelling.

Understanding the Core of If You Could Be Mine
Sara Farizan

At its heart, *If You Could Be Mine* is a tender narrative about two girls,
Sahar and Nasrin, navigating the complexities of their forbidden love in
Iran. Sara Farizan uses her sharp prose to paint a vivid picture of a society
where homosexuality is not only taboo but also dangerous. The book delves
deep into the emotional and societal constraints that shape the characters’
lives.

Plot Overview and Emotional Depth

The story follows Sahar, who is deeply in love with her best friend, Nasrin.
However, Nasrin is engaged to a man, adhering to both family expectations and
societal norms. The emotional tension escalates as Sahar contemplates a
drastic decision to undergo sex reassignment surgery in hopes of being with
Nasrin legally. This plot device is not just a dramatic twist but a
thoughtful commentary on gender, identity, and love.

Why This Book Resonates So Strongly

*If You Could Be Mine* captures the universal struggle for acceptance and
self-expression. Sara Farizan writes with authenticity, drawing from her own
experiences as an Iranian—-American and a member of the LGBTQ+ community. This
lends the story a genuine voice that resonates deeply with readers who have
felt marginalized or silenced.

The Impact of Sara Farizan’s Writing Style

One of the reasons *If You Could Be Mine Sara Farizan* stands out is because
of the author’s compelling writing style. Farizan combines lyrical prose with
straightforward honesty, creating an engaging narrative that is both
accessible and profound.



Character Development That Feels Real

The characters in the novel are richly developed, with Sahar’s internal
conflicts and desires portrayed in a way that feels raw and relatable.
Through her struggles, readers gain a nuanced understanding of the emotional
toll of living in a society that doesn’t accept their true selves. Nasrin’s
character adds layers of complexity, highlighting the difficult choices many
face when torn between love and conformity.

Setting and Atmosphere

The backdrop of Iran is crucial to the story’s tension and emotional weight.
Farizan’s vivid descriptions of Tehran, combined with the social and
political realities depicted, immerse readers in a world that is both
beautiful and fraught with danger. This setting is essential for
understanding the stakes for Sahar and Nasrin’s relationship.

Exploring Themes: Beyond the Surface of If You
Could Be Mine Sara Farizan

The novel is rich with themes that invite reflection and discussion, making
it a wvaluable read for book clubs, educators, and anyone interested in social
justice and human rights.

Love and Identity

The most obvious theme is the exploration of love that defies societal norms.
Sahar’s journey is one of self-discovery and the quest for identity,
grappling with what it means to love openly in a restrictive environment.
This theme encourages readers to think about the intersections of love,
gender, and personal truth.

Societal Pressure and Family Expectations

Farizan doesn’t shy away from depicting the pressures imposed by family and
society, especially in conservative cultures. The novel illustrates how these
forces shape individual choices and often lead to painful sacrifices.

Gender and Transformation

The idea of gender transformation is central to the plot but also serves as a
metaphor for the fluidity and complexity of identity. The book opens up
conversations about transgender experiences, particularly in non-Western
contexts, broadening readers’ perspectives on gender issues.



Who Should Read If You Could Be Mine Sara
Farizan?

This novel has a broad appeal, but there are certain audiences who might find
it especially meaningful.

e LGBTQ+ Readers: For those seeking representation and stories that
reflect the challenges and triumphs of queer love, this book offers a
heartfelt and nuanced portrayal.

e Young Adults: As a YA novel, it speaks directly to teenagers grappling
with identity, acceptance, and first love.

e Educators and Advocates: The book can be a powerful tool for discussing
human rights, cultural diversity, and empathy in classrooms or
workshops.

e Readers Interested in Middle Eastern Culture: Farizan’s depiction of
Iranian society provides insight into a world that is often
misunderstood or stereotyped in Western media.

Tips for Getting the Most Out of If You Could
Be Mine Sara Farizan

If you're planning to read the novel, here are some suggestions to deepen
your experience:

1. Approach with an Open Mind: Be ready to confront complex issues about
gender, culture, and societal norms.

2. Research Background Context: Learning about LGBTQ+ rights in Iran and
Iranian culture can enrich your understanding of the story’s stakes.

3. Reflect on the Characters’ Choices: Consider how Sahar’s decisions
relate to broader themes of identity and sacrifice.

4. Engage in Discussions: Share your thoughts with others or join book
groups to explore different perspectives.

Why If You Could Be Mine Sara Farizan Continues
to Matter

Years after its publication, *If You Could Be Mine* remains a significant
work because it challenges readers to empathize with lives vastly different
from their own while highlighting universal emotions like love, fear, and
hope. Sara Farizan’s novel is a testament to the resilience of the human



spirit and the enduring power of storytelling to foster understanding.

Whether you’re drawn to its emotional depth, cultural insight, or courageous
exploration of identity, *If You Could Be Mine Sara Farizan* is a book that
invites you to look beyond boundaries and embrace the complexities of love
and selfhood in all their forms.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'If You Could Be Mine' by
Sara Farizan?

'If You Could Be Mine' explores themes of love, identity, and societal
acceptance, focusing on the struggles of LGBTQ+ individuals in Iran.

Who is the protagonist in 'If You Could Be Mine'?

The protagonist is Sahar, a teenage girl who is in love with her best friend,
Nasrin, in a society where homosexuality is illegal and dangerous.

How does Sara Farizan address LGBTQ+ issues in 'If
You Could Be Mine'?

Sara Farizan addresses LGBTQ+ issues by portraying the harsh realities faced
by queer individuals in Iran, including discrimination, secrecy, and the
desire for acceptance.

Is 'If You Could Be Mine' based on true ewvents or
inspired by real experiences?

While the story is fictional, it is inspired by real-life accounts and the
sociopolitical climate regarding LGBTQ+ rights in Iran.

What makes 'If You Could Be Mine' a significant book
in young adult literature?

It is significant for its authentic representation of queer characters in a
non-Western setting, offering visibility and empathy for marginalized voices.

How has 'If You Could Be Mine' been received by
readers and critics?

The book has received critical acclaim for its heartfelt storytelling and
courageous depiction of love under oppression, resonating deeply with readers
worldwide.

Are there any adaptations of 'If You Could Be Mine'?

As of now, there are no official film or television adaptations of 'If You
Could Be Mine'.



What message does Sara Farizan convey through 'If You
Could Be Mine'?

The novel conveys a message of hope, resilience, and the importance of
staying true to oneself despite societal challenges.

Additional Resources

**If You Could Be Mine Sara Farizan: A Profound Exploration of Identity and
Love**

if you could be mine sara farizan is a phrase that immediately brings to mind
one of the most compelling young adult novels addressing themes of gender
identity, love, and societal constraints. Sara Farizan’s debut novel, *If You
Could Be Mine*, has earned critical acclaim for its honest and heartfelt
portrayal of LGBTQ+ experiences, particularly within the context of Iranian
culture. This article delves into the book’s narrative, themes, and impact,
offering an analytical perspective while weaving in relevant insights for
readers and researchers interested in LGBTQ+ literature, cultural studies,
and young adult fiction.

Understanding *If You Could Be Mine* by Sara
Farizan

*If You Could Be Mine* is a groundbreaking novel published in 2013 that
centers on Sahar, a teenage girl living in Tehran who is in love with her
best friend, Nasrin. The story unfolds against the backdrop of a society
where homosexuality is not only stigmatized but also criminalized. Farizan’s
work 1is notable for its nuanced examination of the struggles faced by LGBTQ+
individuals in restrictive environments, particularly highlighting the
intersection of gender, culture, and identity.

The novel’s title, *If You Could Be Mine*, encapsulates Sahar’s longing and
her complex journey toward self-acceptance. It is a narrative that challenges
readers to confront difficult questions about love, gender expression, and
the lengths to which one might go to be with the person they love.

Thematic Depth: Love, Identity, and Societal
Constraints

One of the most striking features of *If You Could Be Mine* is its
exploration of gender identity in a cultural context that leaves little room
for non-conformity. Sahar’s love for Nasrin is complicated by the fact that
Nasrin is destined for an arranged marriage, and Sahar’s only viable option
to be with her is to undergo sex reassignment surgery. This premise
introduces readers to the harsh realities faced by transgender individuals in
Iran, where the government permits gender reassignment but criminalizes
homosexuality.

Farizan’'s treatment of these themes is both sensitive and unflinching. She
portrays Sahar’s internal conflict with authenticity, balancing the emotional



turmoil of unrequited love with a broader commentary on the limitations
imposed by culture and law. The novel does not sensationalize Sahar’s journey
but instead offers a profound meditation on identity, sacrifice, and hope.

Characterization and Narrative Style

Sara Farizan employs a first-person narrative from Sahar’s perspective, which
allows readers intimate access to her thoughts and emotions. This narrative
choice deepens the reader’s empathy and investment in the story. Sahar
emerges as a multi-dimensional character—vulnerable yet resilient, naive yet
courageous.

The dialogue and descriptions are crafted to reflect the cultural setting
authentically. Farizan’s background as an Iranian—-American writer adds a
layer of credibility and insight, enriching the narrative with cultural
nuances that might otherwise be overlooked. The pacing is deliberate,
allowing the emotional weight of Sahar’s experiences to resonate deeply.

Comparative Context: *If You Could Be Mine* and
LGBTQ+ Young Adult Literature

In the broader landscape of LGBTQ+ young adult fiction, *If You Could Be
Mine* occupies a distinctive niche. While many novels focus on coming-out
stories in Western contexts, Farizan’s work shines a light on LGBTQ+
experiences in non-Western societies where legal and social circumstances
differ drastically.

When compared to other notable works such as Becky Albertalli’s *Simon vs.
the Homo Sapiens Agenda* or Adam Silvera’s *They Both Die at the End*,
Farizan’s novel stands out for its focus on gender identity intertwined with
cultural and political challenges. This offers valuable perspectives for
readers seeking diverse narratives beyond the Western paradigm.

Pros and Cons of *If You Could Be Mine*

e Pros: The novel provides a rare and authentic glimpse into LGBTQ+ life
in Iran, fostering empathy and understanding. It’s well-written,
emotionally engaging, and culturally informative.

e Cons: Some readers might find the pacing slow in parts, and the heavy
themes may be emotionally challenging for younger readers.

The Impact and Reception of Sara Farizan's
Novel

Since its publication, *If You Could Be Mine* has garnered awards and



critical praise for its storytelling and representation. It has been
recognized by organizations advocating for LGBTQ+ rights and diversity in
literature, making it a valuable resource in educational and literary
circles.

The novel has also sparked conversations about the intersections of gender,
sexuality, and cultural identity, particularly in Middle Eastern contexts.
For many readers, it serves as both a mirror and a window—reflecting their
experiences or offering new insights into lives different from their own.

Why *If You Could Be Mine Sara Farizan* Remains
Relevant

In today’s globalized literary market, representation and inclusivity are
paramount. *If You Could Be Mine* remains relevant due to its honest
portrayal of marginalized voices and its contribution to expanding the scope
of young adult literature. As discussions about gender identity and LGBTQ+
rights continue worldwide, Farizan’s novel offers a poignant reminder of the
ongoing struggles faced by many.

Moreover, the novel’s educational value cannot be overstated. It is often
included in school curricula and reading lists aimed at promoting diversity
and fostering empathy among young readers.

Exploring Further: Related Themes and Resources

For those interested in exploring themes similar to those found in *If You
Could Be Mine*, Sara Farizan’s other works and comparable titles in LGBTQ+
literature offer valuable avenues for further reading. Titles that delve into
cultural identity, gender fluidity, and social challenges often complement
the themes in Farizan'’s book.

Some recommended readings include:

1. *The Art of Being Normal* by Lisa Williamson
2. *Pet* by Akwaeke Emezi
3. *Annie on My Mind* by Nancy Garden

4. *The Miseducation of Cameron Post* by Emily M. Danforth

These books, alongside *If You Could Be Mine*, contribute to a richer
understanding of the diverse experiences within the LGBTQ+ community.

Sara Farizan’s *If You Could Be Mine* is more than just a novel—it is a vital
contribution to the conversation around love, identity, and societal
limitations. Its nuanced storytelling and cultural significance ensure its
place as a touchstone in LGBTQ+ young adult literature, inviting readers to
reflect on the complexities of human connection in the face of adversity.



If You Could Be Mine Sara Farizan

if you could be mine sara farizan: If You Could Be Mine Sara Farizan, 2014-09-09 Winner of
the Lambda Literary Award for LGBT Children’s/Young Adult One of Rolling Stone’s 40 Best YA
Novels A 2014 ALA Rainbow List Top 10 Title A Booklist Top 10 First Novels for Youth 2013 A
Chicago Public Library “Best of the Best” 2013 This Forbidden Romance Could Cost Them Their
Lives Seventeen-year-old Sahar has been in love with her best friend, Nasrin, since they were six.
They’ve shared stolen kisses and romantic promises. But Iran is a dangerous place for two girls in
love--Sahar and Nasrin could be beaten, imprisoned, even executed. So they carry on in secret until
Nasrin’s parents suddenly announce that they’'ve arranged for her marriage. Then Sahar discovers
what seems like the perfect solution: homosexuality may be a crime, but to be a man trapped in a
woman'’s body is seen as nature’s mistake, and sex reassignment is legal and accessible. Sahar will
never be able to love Nasrin in the body she wants to be loved in without risking their lives, but is
saving their love worth sacrificing her true self?

if you could be mine sara farizan: If You Could Be Mine Sara Farizan, 2013-08-20 Winner of
the Lambda Literary Award for LGBT Children’s/Young Adult One of Rolling Stone’s 40 Best YA
Novels A 2014 ALA Rainbow List Top 10 Title A Booklist Top 10 First Novels for Youth 2013 A
Chicago Public Library “Best of the Best” 2013 This Forbidden Romance Could Cost Them Their
Lives Seventeen-year-old Sahar has been in love with her best friend, Nasrin, since they were six.
They’ve shared stolen kisses and romantic promises. But Iran is a dangerous place for two girls in
love--Sahar and Nasrin could be beaten, imprisoned, even executed. So they carry on in secret until
Nasrin’s parents suddenly announce that they’'ve arranged for her marriage. Then Sahar discovers
what seems like the perfect solution: homosexuality may be a crime, but to be a man trapped in a
woman’s body is seen as nature’s mistake, and sex reassignment is legal and accessible. Sahar will
never be able to love Nasrin in the body she wants to be loved in without risking their lives, but is
saving their love worth sacrificing her true self?

if you could be mine sara farizan: If You Could Be Mine Sara Farizan, 2014-09-09 Includes
a reader's guide and an excerpt of the author's Tell me again how a crush should feel.

if you could be mine sara farizan: Queer Adolescent Literature as a Complement to the
English Language Arts Curriculum Paula Greathouse, Brooke Eisenbach, Joan F. Kaywell,
2018-09-22 This text offers 6th - 12th grade ELA educators guided instructional approaches for
including queer-themed young adult (YA) literature in the English language arts classroom. Chapters
are authored by leading researchers and theorists in young adult literature, specifically
queer-themed YA . Each chapter spotlights the reading of one queer-themed YA novel, and offer pre-,
during-, and after reading activities that guide students to a deeper understanding of the content
while increasing their literacy practices. While each chapter focuses on a specific queer-themed YA
novel, readers will discover the many opportunities for cross-disciplinary study.

if you could be mine sara farizan: Tell Me Again How a Crush Should Feel Sara Farizan,
2014-10-07 NOW IN PAPERBACK! “Farizan exceeds the high expectations she set with her debut, If
You Could Be Mine, in this fresh, humorous, and poignant exploration of friendship and love, a
welcome addition to the coming-out/coming-of-age genre.” —Publishers Weekly, starred review Leila
has made it most of the way through Armstead Academy without having a crush on anyone, which is
a relief. As an Iranian-American, she’s different enough; if word got out that Leila liked girls, life
would be twice as hard. But when beautiful new girl Saskia shows up, Leila starts to take risks she
never thought she would. As she carefully confides in trusted friends about Saskia’s confusing
signals, Leila begins to figure out that all her classmates are more complicated than they first
appear to be, and some are keeping surprising secrets of their own. “Farizan fashions an
empowering romance featuring a lovable, awkward protagonist who just needs a little nudge of



https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-164/if-you-could-be-mine-sara-farizan.pdf

confidence to totally claim her multifaceted identity.” —Booklist, starred review “A David
Levithan-style romance in which a character’s sexual identity is neither problematic nor in question,
and coming out is just one of many obstacles affecting the course of true love.” —The Horn Book
Magazine “Funny, heartwarming and wise.” —Kirkus Reviews “Leila’s coming out to her friends and
family and her fear of disappointing her parents will resonate with all young adults.” —School
Library Journal * A 2015 ALA Top Ten Rainbow List Title « A 2015 YALSA Quick Pick for Reluctant
Young Adult Readers

if you could be mine sara farizan: Dead Flip Sara Farizan, 2022-08-30 Edge-of-your-seat YA
horror perfect for fans of Stranger Things Growing up, Cori, Maz, and Sam were inseparable best
friends, sharing their love for Halloween, arcade games, and one another. Now it's 1992, Sam has
been missing for five years, and Cori and Maz aren’t speaking anymore. How could they be, when
Cori is sure Sam is dead and Maz thinks he may have been kidnapped by a supernatural pinball
machine? These days, all Maz wants to do is party, buy CDs at Sam Goody, and run away from his
past. Meanwhile, Cori is a homecoming queen, hiding her abiding love of horror movies and her
queer self under the bubblegum veneer of a high school queen bee. But when Sam returns—still
twelve years old while his best friends are now seventeen—Maz and Cori are thrown back together
to solve the mystery of what really happened to Sam the night he went missing. Beneath the surface
of that mystery lurk secrets the friends never told one another, then and now. And Sam’s is the
darkest of all . . . Award-winning author of If You Could Be Mine and Here to Stay Sara Farizan
delivers edge-of-your-seat terror as well as her trademark referential humor, witty narration, and
insightful characters.

if you could be mine sara farizan: Opportunity Knocks Sara Farizan, 2023-02-07 For fans of
Barakah Beats and Wendy Mass comes a funny friendship story from Lambda Literary Award winner
Sara Farizan that's sure to be a lucky charm. Lila is trying to find her way in the world—to figure out
her thing. Her talented sister, Parisa, and athletic best friend, Melanie, both seem to have found
theirs... and Lila can’t help feeling left behind. But just when she thinks she might have it in her
school’s new band program, the floor falls out from beneath Lila. The program may have its funding
cut! Lila visits her local bank in an attempt to secure a loan for the band program. While she’s there,
she’s shoved by a passing stranger. Before she can even complain, however, the man leaves the
bank and disappears. At her feet, Lila sees a strange box. Inside rests an old key, with a message
carved into the box: A simple clue for you who holds the key. Remember to unlock the door for
Opportunity. It turns out the key is magical! Upon falling asleep with it in her room, Lila is awoken
by the appearance of a strange glowing door, which knocks three times from the other side. Upon
opening it, Lila is met with the strangest sight. A girl her age waltzes into her room and claims to be
Lila’s lucky day. The girl says she’s been called by many names: Providence, Fortuna, Lady Luck,
Opportunity... but Lila can call her Felise. Felise will stay with Lila for seven serendipitous days,
during which Lila will be the luckiest person in the world! But the man who lost the key has not
forgotten about it—or Lila. Having spent a fortune procuring the Key to Opportunity, he’ll do
everything in his power to get it back.

if you could be mine sara farizan: Chase's Calendar of Events 2015 Editors of Chase's
Calendar of Events, 2014-10-17 Publisher's Note: Products purchased from Third Party sellers are
not guaranteed by the publisher for quality, authenticity, or access to any online entitlements
included with the product. 12,500 entries. 196 countries. 365 days. Find out what's going on any day
of the year, anywhere across the globe! If you're looking to tie a promotional event to a special
month, travel to a music festival halfway around the world, blog about a historical milestone or do a
celebrity birthday round-up on your radio show or Twitter feed, Chase's Calendar of Events is the
one resource that has it all. For broadcasters, journalists, event planners, public relations
professionals, librarians, editors, writers or simply the curious, this is one reference you can't do
without! Chase's Calendar of Events 2015 brings you: Major sporting events such as the FIFA
Women's World Cup (June 6), the Pan American Games (July 10) and the 48th Transpacific Yacht
Race (July 13). Milestones such as the 800th anniversary of the Magna Carta, 200th anniversary of



Waterloo, 150th anniversary of Lincoln's assassination, 75th anniversary of Dunkirk and the Battle of
Britain, 150th birth anniversary of poet W.B. Yeats and much more. New birthday entries for news
makers like the new king of Spain, Felipe VI of Bourbon and Greece (Jan 30), or political activist
Nadezhda Tolokonnikova (Nov 7); sports stars such as Meryl Davis (Jan 1) and Johnny Manziel (Dec
6); and entertainers Lupita Nyong'o (Mar 1), Chiwetel Ejiofor (July 10), Jamie Dornan (May 1),
Dakota Johnson (Oct 4), Lorde (Nov 7) and Macklemore (June 19). New special days such as Take
Your Poet to Work Day (July 15), National Black Women in Jazz and the Arts Day (Mar 1), National
Biscotti Day (Sept 29), Runner's Selfie Day (June 23), No Selfies Day (Mar 16) and many more. New!
Get exclusive access to the Chase's Calendar of Events companion website with: What's on Today?
All the holidays, events, anniversaries, celebrity birthdays, and so on for the current day Advanced
Search: customize your search--date ranges, location, key word, category, attendance--however you
want! Unique Festivals of the World: a new, interactive map of the world--click on a country and
discover its major festivals Tabbed pages for Major Awards, About the Holidays, Spotlight for 2015,
Glossary of Calendar Terms and Special Months For information on the url and password of the
companion website, please see details inside the book.

if you could be mine sara farizan: Tell Me Again How a Crush Should Feel Sara Farizan,
2015-10-06 NOW IN PAPERBACK! Farizan exceeds the high expectations she set with her debut, If
You Could Be Mine, in this fresh, humorous, and poignant exploration of friendship and love, a
welcome addition to the coming-out/coming-of-age genre. Publishers Weekly, starred review Leila
has made it most of the way through Armstead Academy without having a crush on anyone, which is
a relief. As an Iranian-American, she s different enough; if word got out that Leila liked girls, life
would be twice as hard. But when beautiful new girl Saskia shows up, Leila starts to take risks she
never thought she would. As she carefully confides in trusted friends about Saskia s confusing
signals, Leila begins to figure out that all her classmates are more complicated than they first
appear to be, and some are keeping surprising secrets of their own. Farizan fashions an empowering
romance featuring a lovable, awkward protagonist who just needs a little nudge of confidence to
totally claim her multifaceted identity. Booklist, starred review A David Levithan style romance in
which a character s sexual identity is neither problematic nor in question, and coming out is just one
of many obstacles affecting the course of true love. The Horn Book Magazine Funny, heartwarming
and wise. Kirkus Reviews Leila s coming out to her friends and family and her fear of disappointing
her parents will resonate with all young adults. School Library Journal A 2015 ALA Top Ten Rainbow
List Title A 2015 YALSA Quick Pick for Reluctant Young Adult Readers

if you could be mine sara farizan: Tell Me Again How a Crush Should Feel Sara Farizan,
2014-08-07 SPECIAL FREE PREVIEW! “Both personal and universal, this is a compelling story about
high school, family and owning up to who you really are. Farizan is just the voice YA needs right
now. Trust me, you'll be glad you listened.” --Sarah Dessen High-school junior Leila has made it most
of the way through Armstead Academy without having a crush on anyone, which is something of a
relief. Her Persian heritage already makes her different from her classmates; if word got out that
she liked girls, life would be twice as hard. But when a sophisticated, beautiful new girl, Saskia,
shows up, Leila starts to take risks she never thought she would, especially when it looks as if the
attraction between them is mutual. Struggling to sort out her growing feelings and Saskia’s
confusing signals, Leila confides in her old friend, Lisa, and grows closer to her fellow drama
tech-crew members, especially Tomas, whose comments about his own sexuality are frank, funny,
wise, and sometimes painful. Gradually, Leila begins to see that almost all her classmates are more
complicated than they first appear to be, and many are keeping fascinating secrets of their own.

if you could be mine sara farizan: The Love and Lies of Rukhsana Ali Sabina Khan,
2019-01-29 With a welcome mix of humor, heart, and high-stakes drama, Sabina Khan provides a
timely and honest portrait of what it's like to grow up feeling unwelcome in your own culture. Praise
for The Love and Lies of Rukhsana Ali Featured on NBC News and the BBC A Junior Library Guild
Selection A Teen Indie Next List Pick (IndieBound) An Amazon Best Book of the Month for February
Oprah Magazine's Best YA Books You'll Love in 2019 Seventeen.com's Best YA Books of 2019 B&N



Teen Blog's Most Anticipated LGBTQAP Books of 2019 Hypable's Most Anticipated LGBTQ YA Books
of 2019 Parade's Buzzworthy YA Books to Read in 2019 BookRiot's Most Anticipated 2019 LGBTQ YA
of 2019 Paste Magazine's Best YA Books of January 2019 Short-listed, Sheila A. Egoff Children's
Literature Prize (BC), 2020 Short-listed, OLA White Pine Award, Fiction, 2019 Commended, Best
Books for Kids and Teens, Canadian Children's Book Centre, 2019 Commended, OLA Best Bets:
Honourable Mention, 2019 An intersectional, diverse coming of age story that will break your heart
in the best way. -- Bustle.com * With an up-close depiction of the intersection of the LGBTQIA+
community with Bengali culture, this hard-hitting and hopeful story is a must-purchase for any YA
collection. -- School Library Journal, starred review This book will break your heart and then,
chapter by chapter, piece it back together again. A much-needed addition to any YA shelf. -- Sandhya
Menon, New York Times bestselling author of When Dimple Met Rishi and From Twinkle, With Love
Heart-wrenching yet hopeful, The Love and Lies of Rukhsana Ali is an insightful and honest look at
the tangled web of identity, culture, familial loyalty, and love. Sabina Khan crafts a powerful,
poignant story about finding yourself, about speaking your truth, and about stepping out of the
shadows and into the light. -- Samira Ahmed, New York Times bestselling author of Love, Hate and
Other Filters A daring and timely novel, The Love and Lies of Rukhsana Ali delves
head-and-heart-first into the universal complexities of navigating duty and desire, tradition and
modernity, and friends and family -- the one we are born into and the one we choose; the friends who
are family, and the family we strive to befriend -- all through the prism of multicultured identity.
Political, personal, page-turning. Sabina Khan is one to watch. -- Tanuja Desai Hidier, author of Born
Confused and Bombay Blues Bold, heartbreaking, yet hopeful. A story that will stay with you for
years to come. -- Sara Farizan, Lambda Award-winning author of If You Could Be Mine The Love and
Lies of Rukhsana Ali unapologetically explores the complex ties between families, friends, and
intersectional diversity. Khan brings talent and voice in this brilliant novel that will keep you reading
until the very last page. -- Nisha Sharma, author of My So-Called Bollywood Life [The Love and Lies
of Rukhsana Ali] takes LGBTQ fiction to another level and will help open readers' eyes to the
realities that many face in these changing times. -- Shelf Awareness
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