hans urs von balthasar prayer

Hans Urs von Balthasar Prayer: Exploring the Depths of Spiritual Intimacy

hans urs von balthasar prayer invites us into a profound journey of faith,
contemplation, and divine encounter. As one of the most influential
theologians of the 20th century, Hans Urs von Balthasar’'s approach to prayer
reflects his deep engagement with the mystery of God, the beauty of holiness,
and the transformative power of grace. For those seeking to enrich their
prayer life or understand the spiritual legacy of this remarkable figure,
exploring hans urs von balthasar prayer practices and reflections offers a
pathway to a richer, more intimate relationship with God.

The Spiritual Vision Behind Hans Urs von
Balthasar’s Prayer Life

Hans Urs von Balthasar was not only a theologian but also a mystic and a
poet. His prayer life was deeply intertwined with his theological insights,
especially his emphasis on beauty (the aesthetic dimension), goodness (the
ethical dimension), and truth (the intellectual dimension). Understanding his
approach to prayer requires appreciating how these three transcendentals
shaped his spiritual outlook.

Prayer as an Encounter with Divine Beauty

For von Balthasar, beauty was not merely aesthetic pleasure; it was a
manifestation of God’s presence. Prayer, in his view, was a way to behold the
divine beauty that calls the soul to transformation. His writings suggest
that when we pray, we are invited to see beyond the surface of things and
enter into a contemplative gaze that reveals God’s glory.

This perspective can inspire modern believers to approach prayer not just as
a list of requests but as a sacred moment where the heart is drawn into awe
and wonder. By meditating on the beauty of creation, Scripture, or the life
of Christ, one cultivates a prayerfulness that is receptive and attentive.

The Role of Silence and Contemplation

Silence holds a special place in hans urs von balthasar prayer. Unlike vocal
or mental prayer that involves words or thoughts, silence allows the soul to
rest in God’'s presence without distraction. Von Balthasar often spoke about
the necessity of contemplative silence as a space where divine love can be
experienced directly.



Incorporating times of quietness into daily prayer routines can help
believers emulate this aspect of von Balthasar’s spirituality. Whether
through centering prayer, lectio divina, or simple moments of stillness,
silence becomes a channel for deeper communion with God.

Practical Insights from Hans Urs von
Balthasar’s Prayer Teachings

While von Balthasar’s theological works can be complex, his insights into
prayer are surprisingly accessible and applicable. Here are some practical
tips inspired by hans urs von balthasar prayer that can enrich one’s
spiritual practice.

1. Embrace the Mystery

Von Balthasar reminds us that prayer is ultimately about encountering the
mystery of God, who transcends human understanding. Rather than trying to
control or fully grasp prayer, one should approach it with humility and
openness. This mindset fosters patience and trust, especially during dry or
difficult periods of prayer.

2. Integrate Scripture and Art

Given von Balthasar’'s love for beauty, integrating sacred Scripture and
religious art into prayer can be a powerful way to engage the heart and mind.
Reading a Psalm slowly, reflecting on a painting of the Crucifixion, or
listening to sacred music can deepen the prayer experience by appealing to
multiple senses.

3. Prayer as a Response to Love

Von Balthasar emphasized that prayer is not just about asking but responding
to God’'s love. This shifts the focus from a transactional mindset to a
relational one. Prayer becomes an expression of gratitude, praise, and
surrender, where the soul opens itself to receive and reciprocate divine
love.

The Influence of Hans Urs von Balthasar Prayer



on Contemporary Spirituality

Hans Urs von Balthasar’s prayer theology remains highly relevant for today’s
seekers and believers. His emphasis on beauty, love, and mystery speaks to a
deep human longing for meaning and connection.

Renewing Liturgical Prayer

Many liturgical communities have found inspiration in von Balthasar’s work to
renew their prayer practices. His insights encourage a more contemplative and
aesthetically rich celebration of the sacred, inviting participants to enter
fully into the mystery of worship.

Ecumenical and Interfaith Dialogue

Von Balthasar’s prayer reflections have also contributed to dialogues across
Christian denominations and other faith traditions. His respectful and poetic
approach to prayer invites openness and shared exploration of the divine,
fostering unity amid diversity.

Exploring Specific Prayers and Writings by Hans
Urs von Balthasar

Although von Balthasar is primarily known for his theological works, he also
composed prayers and meditations that reflect his spiritual sensibility.
These writings often center on themes of Christ’s passion, the Holy Trinity,
and the call to holiness.

Some notable examples include:
e Prayer to the Trinity: A meditation on the communion of the Father, Son,
and Holy Spirit as the source of all love and life.

e Contemplations on the Cross: Reflective prayers that invite the believer
to unite their suffering with Christ’s redemptive sacrifice.

e Invocation of the Holy Spirit: Prayers asking for guidance,
illumination, and the gift of wisdom in the spiritual journey.

Engaging with these prayers can help individuals experience the same depth of
devotion and theological richness that defined von Balthasar’s own prayer



life.

Incorporating Hans Urs von Balthasar Prayer
into Your Daily Routine

For those inspired by hans urs von balthasar prayer, integrating his
principles into everyday life can be transformative. Here are some
suggestions for making this ancient-modern spirituality your own:

1. Begin with Silence: Start your prayer time with a few moments of quiet
to center yourself and prepare your heart.

2. Use Visual and Literary Aids: Select a sacred text, a piece of artwork,
or a hymn that resonates with the themes of beauty and love.

3. Practice Contemplation: Allow yourself to rest in God’s presence without
rushing or forcing thoughts.

4. Respond in Love: End your prayer with an expression of gratitude,
praise, or a simple offering of your day to God.

These steps reflect the holistic and relational nature of von Balthasar’s
prayer vision, making it accessible to believers at any stage of their
spiritual journey.

Hans Urs von Balthasar’s approach to prayer remains a compelling invitation
to deeper faith and encounter with God’s beauty and love. His theological
insights and personal prayers offer a rich wellspring for anyone longing to
enrich their spiritual life with contemplative depth and joyful surrender.
Whether through silence, Scripture, or artistic reflection, hans urs von
balthasar prayer continues to inspire and guide seekers toward a
transformative experience of divine intimacy.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was Hans Urs von Balthasar and what is his
contribution to Christian prayer?

Hans Urs von Balthasar was a Swiss theologian and priest known for his
influential writings on theology and spirituality. His contribution to
Christian prayer includes a deep exploration of the relationship between



beauty, love, and the divine, emphasizing prayer as an encounter with God's
beauty and mystery.

What is the central theme of Hans Urs von
Balthasar's teachings on prayer?

The central theme of Hans Urs von Balthasar's teachings on prayer is the
experiential encounter with God's beauty and love, where prayer is viewed not
just as petition but as a transformative communion that opens the soul to
divine revelation and grace.

How does Hans Urs von Balthasar describe
contemplative prayer in his works?

Hans Urs von Balthasar describes contemplative prayer as a silent and loving
attention to God, where the soul rests in the beauty of God's presence,
allowing divine love to shape and transform the inner self beyond words and
concepts.

Which of Hans Urs von Balthasar’s books focus
specifically on prayer and spirituality?

Books such as 'Prayer' and his multi-volume work 'The Glory of the Lord'
include significant discussions on prayer and spirituality, offering profound
insights into the nature of divine beauty and the role of prayer in Christian
life.

How can Hans Urs von Balthasar's insights on prayer
be applied in daily spiritual practice?

His insights encourage believers to approach prayer as a loving attention to
God’s beauty, fostering a contemplative attitude that seeks not only to ask
but to listen and behold, thus deepening one’s relationship with God in
everyday life.

What role does beauty play in Hans Urs von
Balthasar’s theology of prayer?

Beauty plays a crucial role in Balthasar’s theology of prayer; he posits that
the experience of divine beauty draws the soul into prayer, acting as a
gateway to encounter God’s love and truth, making prayer a response to the
revelation of God’s glory.



Additional Resources

Hans Urs von Balthasar Prayer: An Analytical
Exploration of Spiritual Depth and Theological
Insight

hans urs von balthasar prayer represents a profound intersection between
theology and spirituality, inviting believers and scholars alike to engage
with prayer in a deeply reflective and transformative manner. As one of the
most influential Catholic theologians of the 20th century, Hans Urs von
Balthasar’s approach to prayer is not merely devotional but intricately tied
to his broader theological vision that emphasizes beauty, love, and the
mystery of God’s revelation. Exploring his perspective on prayer reveals a
unique synthesis of intellectual rigor and spiritual intimacy, contributing
significantly to contemporary understandings of Christian prayer.

Theological Foundations of Hans Urs von
Balthasar Prayer

Central to appreciating the nature of hans urs von balthasar prayer is
understanding his theological framework. Balthasar’s theology pivots on the
concept of beauty (theopoiesis) as a pathway to divine truth and love. For
him, prayer is not just a set of words or rituals but a response to the
beauty of God’s self-revelation. This notion aligns with his larger
theological triad of the beautiful, the good, and the true, which shapes his
approach to spirituality.

In Balthasar’s writings, prayer is a dynamic encounter that draws the person
into the mystery of Christ’s own prayer life. His emphasis on the
incarnational aspect of theology—that God became man in Jesus Christ—means
that prayer is essentially relational and incarnational. It is an engagement
with the living God who invites humanity into an ongoing dialogue of love.
This perspective distinguishes his prayer theology from purely introspective
or formulaic forms of spiritual practice.

The Role of Contemplation and Meditation

Hans Urs von Balthasar prayer places significant importance on contemplation
and meditation as means to deepen one’s communion with God. Rather than
viewing prayer as a means to petition or simple praise, Balthasar envisions
prayer as a contemplative act that allows the believer to enter into the
mystery of God’s being. This contemplative dimension is evident in his
extensive reflections on the “Gloria” and the “Paschal Mystery,” where prayer



becomes a participation in Christ’s redemptive suffering and glory.

Meditation, in Balthasar’s framework, serves as a preparatory stage that
cultivates attentiveness and openness to God’s presence. It aligns with the
Ignatian tradition of imaginative prayer but is uniquely marked by
Balthasar’s focus on aesthetic experience and theological depth. His approach
encourages praying with the scriptures and the liturgy, inviting the believer
to allow God’'s Word to shape their interior disposition.

Distinct Features of Hans Urs von Balthasar
Prayer

Hans Urs von Balthasar prayer is characterized by several distinctive
features that set it apart from other theological understandings of prayer.
These include:

e Christocentric Focus: Prayer is always oriented towards Christ, the
eternal Word, whose life and passion embody God'’'s self-giving love.

e Integration of Beauty: The experience of beauty is a gateway to divine
encounter; prayer awakens the soul to the transcendent beauty of God.

e Trinitarian Dimension: Prayer is an entry into the life of the Trinity,
highlighting the relational and communal nature of God.

e Liturgical Connection: Balthasar’s theology underlines the importance of
the liturgy as the privileged context for authentic prayer.

Compared to more traditional or devotional definitions of prayer, Balthasar'’s
vision is deeply theological, inviting a holistic engagement that unites
intellect, emotion, and will.

Prayer as Participation in the Drama of Salvation

One of the more compelling aspects of hans urs von balthasar prayer is the
concept of prayer as participation in the “divine drama.” Balthasar often
used theatrical metaphors to describe salvation history, portraying prayer as
a dialogue within this cosmic drama where God and humanity act out the roles
of love and redemption. This metaphor enriches the understanding of prayer by
framing it as an active, participatory event rather than a passive or merely
reflective activity.

This approach also challenges believers to recognize the broader narrative
context of their prayer life—how moments of personal prayer connect to the



universal story of Christ’s passion, death, and resurrection. Balthasar’s
dramatic theology thus imbues prayer with a sense of urgency and profound
significance.

Practical Implications of Hans Urs von
Balthasar Prayer

The theological richness of hans urs von balthasar prayer extends into
practical spirituality, influencing how individuals and communities approach
prayer in everyday life. His insights encourage a prayer life that is
reflective, dialogical, and deeply rooted in the Christian mystery.

Benefits and Challenges

e Benefits: Balthasar’s prayer theology promotes a more profound spiritual
awareness that can deepen faith and foster a closer relationship with
God. It integrates intellectual understanding with heartfelt devotion,
which can appeal to both scholars and laypeople.

e Challenges: The complexity of Balthasar’s theology may present
difficulties for those seeking straightforward prayer guidance. His
emphasis on contemplation and theological reflection requires a
commitment to ongoing study and spiritual discipline.

For those willing to engage with his thought, hans urs von balthasar prayer
offers a transformative pathway that transcends superficial practices and
cultivates a rich, nuanced spirituality.

Application in Contemporary Spiritual Practices

In modern contexts, hans urs von balthasar prayer can be integrated into
various forms of spiritual exercise:

1. Lectio Divina: Using Balthasar’s emphasis on scripture and beauty,
believers can adopt a meditative reading of the Bible that opens the
heart to divine encounter.

2. Liturgical Prayer: His insights encourage active participation in the
Mass and sacraments, seeing them as the primary locus of authentic
prayer.



3. Contemplative Retreats: Balthasar’s contemplative focus aligns well with
retreats that emphasize silence, meditation, and theological reflection.

Integrating these practices can help believers experience prayer not as a
routine obligation but as a living encounter with God’s beauty and love.

Hans Urs von Balthasar Prayer in Comparison to
Other Theological Traditions

When examining hans urs von balthasar prayer alongside other theological
perspectives, notable contrasts and parallels emerge. For instance, compared
to the more affective and mystical approaches found in the writings of Teresa
of Avila or John of the Cross, Balthasar’s prayer theology is more explicitly
intellectual and aesthetic. While mystics emphasize union with God through
experiential and often ineffable means, Balthasar integrates this experience
within a rigorous theological framework that highlights the beauty and drama
of divine revelation.

In contrast to Protestant traditions that may emphasize personal faith and
direct access to God, Balthasar places greater emphasis on the communal and
liturgical dimensions of prayer, reflecting his Catholic context. His
trinitarian focus also distinguishes his prayer theology by underscoring the
relational nature of God, which is sometimes less pronounced in
individualistic prayer models.

Influence on Contemporary Theology and Spirituality

Hans Urs von Balthasar’s approach to prayer continues to influence
contemporary theologians and spiritual directors. His integration of
aesthetics and theology has opened new avenues for understanding prayer as an
encounter with divine beauty, inspiring renewed interest in the arts and
liturgy as mediums of spiritual formation. Additionally, his dramatic
interpretation of salvation history has enriched homiletics and catechesis,
offering fresh perspectives on how to communicate the mystery of faith
through prayer.

Scholars credit Balthasar with bridging the gap between intellectual theology
and lived spirituality, making his insights particularly relevant in an age
where many seek meaning beyond rote religiosity. His work encourages a prayer
life that is deeply rooted in tradition yet dynamically open to personal
transformation.

Exploring hans urs von balthasar prayer reveals a multifaceted approach to



spirituality that combines theological depth, aesthetic appreciation, and
active participation in the divine drama. His vision challenges believers to
move beyond formulaic recitation and to embrace prayer as a transformative
encounter with the living God. As contemporary Christians seek to deepen
their spiritual lives, Balthasar’s insights offer a compelling and rich
resource that continues to resonate across denominations and spiritual
disciplines.

Hans Urs Von Balthasar Prayer

hans urs von balthasar prayer: Prayer Hans Urs von Balthasar, 1986 This is perhaps the best
and most comprehensive book on prayer ever written. From the persons of the Trinity through the
Incarnation to the Church and the very structure of the human person, this book is a powerful
synthesis of what prayer is and how to pray. The testament of a great theologian on something which
is most personal and interior, contemplative prayer.

hans urs von balthasar prayer: The Threefold Garland Hans Urs von Balthasar, 1982-01-01
EThe renowned Swiss theologian offers in this little book very beautiful and practical reflections for
praying and living the 15 mysteries of the Rosary. He makes the profound truths and events of our
salvation take on a freshness and splendor by allowing the reader to enter his own contemplation of
the mysteries. Von Balthasar's theology is a theology that does not read like theology, but one that
derives from prayer and leads back to prayer. Contemplating each of the Joyful, Sorrowful and
Glorious mysteries, with his focus on Jesus' giving himself for us - and Mary's part in it - Von
BlathasarE leads the reader to see that Christian prayer can attain to God only along the path God
himself has trod - a God who not only addresses his Word to us, but makes it live among us. Von
Balthasar says his meditations are designed to free the prayer of the Rosary from a certain
narrowness, alien to Mary's own spirit and easily leading to monotony, and to nourish it . . . with the
fullness of God's saving thoughts and saving deeds for the world.

hans urs von balthasar prayer: Hans Urs von Balthasar on the Spiritual Exercises Hans Urs
Von Balthasar, 2019-05-20 I would like one day, Hans Urs von Balthasar wrote in 1952, to write a
book on Ignatius of Loyola, the saint of whom I will always consider myself the least of sons. The
Jesuit-formed theologian from Switzerland—widely considered one of the greatest thinkers and
spiritual writers of modern times—never got the chance to fulfill this dream. Instead, Balthasar's
whole theology, from Theo-Drama to Dare We Hope That All Men Be Saved, is imbued with the
influence of Saint Ignatius, founder of the Society of Jesus and author of the Spiritual Exercises, a
multi-week retreat guide that has rejuvenated Catholic spirituality since the sixteenth century.
Throughout Balthasar's priestly life, he led countless retreatants in the Ignatian Exercises,
accompanying them in their discernment of God's call. This anthology is an aid for those either
giving or making an Ignatian retreat. Full of citations and equipped with four indexes, as well as
many texts never before translated into English, it sifts Balthasar's writings for insights into almost
every element of Ignatius' libretto, sometimes diving into themes scarcely explored by others.
Moreover, it maps out those hidden strains of Jesuit spirituality that run unnoticed through the
theologian's oeuvre. Yet the book may help anyone at all who wants to engage more deeply with
Jesus or come to grips with Church doctrine, for as Balthasar himself says, the Spiritual Exercises
are both a great school of Christocentric contemplation and a genuine interpretation of the deposit
of the faith.

hans urs von balthasar prayer: The World of Prayer Adrienne von Speyr, 1985-01-01 EPrayer
was a way of life for Adrienne von Speyr, one of this last century's great Catholic mystics. In this
major work on prayer, edited by Hans Urs von Balthasar, Adrienne discusses the many aspects and
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kinds of prayer, the vocation of every Christian. The fundamental theme of this work is that prayer,
like everything else that comes to man through God's self-revelation in Christ (such as grace; faith,
hope and love; or the realtionship between Christ and the Church), is ultimately rooted in God
himself and in his triune exchange of life. Beyond all purely creaturely motives and needs, Christian
prayer is a participation in the inner life of the Trinity, which is revealed, prepared and
accomplished in the world by Jesus Christ our Lord. By him it is made available for us to take part in.
This book is much more than a manual on how to pray. It gives an in-depth description of prayer:
first the prayer of the Trinity, then the prayer of Christ, then of the Blessed Virgin, and finally that of
all Christians. In particular, the section on the prayer of Mary is a masterful description of the
various stages of growing in prayer. Mary is the perfect model because of her intimate association
with her Son.

hans urs von balthasar prayer: Prayer Hans Urs Von Balthasar, 2012-06-12 This is perhaps
the best and most comprehensive book on prayer ever written. From the persons of the Trinity
through the Incarnation to the Church and the very structure of the human person, this book is a
powerful synthesis of what prayer is and how to pray. The testament of a great theologian on
something which is most personal and interior, contemplative prayer. In this modern classic, von
Balthasar illumines the nature and practice of contemplative prayer in explicit and vital connection
with the mysteries of Christian revelation. His extraordinary flair for drawing spiritual implications
from the most profound theological insights is brilliantly displayed on so many of its pages. This is a
book on prayer that stimulates our yearning for God as it points us toward ever-deepening and
authentic encounters with Him. - Margaret M. Turek, S.T.D., Associate Professor of Systematic
Theology, St. Patrick's Seminary and University

hans urs von balthasar prayer: Balthasar and Prayer Travis LaCouter, 2021-12-02 This study
renders an original and constructive Catholic theology of prayer drawing on the work of Hans Urs
von Balthasar (1905-1988). Travis LaCouter explores the trinitarian, Christological, ecclesial,
anthropological, and eschatological dimensions of prayer in Balthasar's theology, and shows how
these combine to give a powerful account of prayer's proper theological scope and purpose. There is
also a critical dimension of prayer which is arguably underdeveloped in some of Balthasar's key
texts, but which LaCouter shows to have significant dialogical potential with contemporary accounts
of parrhesia since Foucault. This approach demonstrates the centrality of prayer to Balthasar's
entire theological system and does so in a way which itself constitutes an exercise in Catholic
systematics. This study is also distinctive for establishing a method of proceeding through
Balthasar's sprawling oeuvre (and the similarly vast secondary literature) by arguing for three
“categories” of texts in Balthasar's writings and, separately, three “waves” of Balthasar readers.
Thus, this study is a resource not just for those interested in prayer but for anyone interested in
reading Balthasar today.

hans urs von balthasar prayer: Light of the Word Hans Urs von Balthasar, 1993-01-01 It is
not only the Catholics who attend Sunday Mass, but also the priests who preach at Mass who feel
overwhelmed by the three scripture readings in which for the most part only the first from the Old
Testament and the third from the Gospel have any interconnection, while the second from the
apostolic letters stands by itself. This book seeks to present the common theses that connect all
three of the readings for Sundays and feasts of the Lord in the three year cycle of readings. The
reflections here are meant to be theological and spiritual suggestions that the one who is preaching
can develop further and from which he can select individual perspectives. Rather than seeking
immediately concrete applications, Fr. von Balthasar attempts to elucidate the content which is
immediately present in the passages. Organized by each Sunday and feast day of the liturgical year
for years A, B, & C, these reflections are meant to be theological and spiritual suggestions that the
one who is preaching can develop further and from which he can select individual perspectives.

hans urs von balthasar prayer: Balthasar and Prayer Travis LaCouter, 2021-12-02 This
study renders an original and constructive Catholic theology of prayer drawing on the work of Hans
Urs von Balthasar (1905-1988). Travis LaCouter explores the trinitarian, Christological, ecclesial,




anthropological, and eschatological dimensions of prayer in Balthasar's theology, and shows how
these combine to give a powerful account of prayer's proper theological scope and purpose. There is
also a critical dimension of prayer which is arguably underdeveloped in some of Balthasar's key
texts, but which LaCouter shows to have significant dialogical potential with contemporary accounts
of parrhesia since Foucault. This approach demonstrates the centrality of prayer to Balthasar's
entire theological system and does so in a way which itself constitutes an exercise in Catholic
systematics. This study is also distinctive for establishing a method of proceeding through
Balthasar's sprawling oeuvre (and the similarly vast secondary literature) by arguing for three
“categories” of texts in Balthasar's writings and, separately, three “waves” of Balthasar readers.
Thus, this study is a resource not just for those interested in prayer but for anyone interested in
reading Balthasar today.

hans urs von balthasar prayer: You Have Words of Eternal Life Hans Urs Von Balthasar,
2012-11-09 The highly-respected Swiss theologian provides short, profound meditations on
numerous scriptural passages throughout the New Testament. The simplicity and wisdom of these
meditations demonstrates that, although he was a great theologian, von Balthasar was deeply
interested in sustaining the spiritual lives of modern men and women in this difficult time of the
Church. These beautiful meditations of Fr. von Balthasar are a wonderful testament to his spirit-a
spirit of great love of the Lord and his Church, and a spirit of the deepest wisdom and discernment
for our times. Turn wherever you like in these pages and I believe you will find the spiritual
nourishment which our souls need so much today. People cry out for the authentic food which can
only come from inspired and prayerful pondering on the living message of Jesus. In You Have Words
of Eternal Life there is such good food in plenty. - Sister Briege McKenna, O.S.C., Author, Miracles
Do Happen An outstanding example of Biblical theology that is both useful for the laity and faithful
to the Church. It shows that something rich and true lies between scripture scholarship and
systematic theology. - Professor Scott Hahn, University of Steubenville These New Testament
meditations are vintage von Balthasar, but more readily, more easily grasped by non-theologians. He
brings to his scriptural commentary a fresh depth of insight that most biblical technicians simply do
not have. - Fr. Thomas Dubay, Author, Fire Within

hans urs von balthasar prayer: Prayer: A Guide for the Perplexed Ashley Cocksworth,
2018-07-12 Central to the Christian life is the practice of prayer. But what, theologically speaking, is
going on when we pray? What does prayer have to do with religious belief and action? Does prayer
make a difference? Prayer: A Guide for the Perplexed addresses these and other key questions
regarding the Christian theology of prayer. Beginning with Evagrius of Ponticus's 'On Prayer’,
Ashley Cocksworth finds in this early document a profound expression of the 'integrity' of the
experience of prayer and theological thought. Seeking throughout to integrate systematic theology
and the spirituality of prayer, individual chapters explore the meaning of some of the core doctrines
of lived Christian faith - the Trinity, creation, providence, and the Christian life - as they relate to
the practice of prayer. Complete with an annotated bibliography of sources on prayer to promote
further reading, this volume appeals to academics and general readers alike.

hans urs von balthasar prayer: Christian Meditation Hans Urs Von Balthasar, 2011-10-12
While von Balthasar's classic Prayer is unparalleled in its development of the Trinitarian,
Christological, Mariological and ecclesiological dimensions of prayer, Christian Meditation is a short,
readable and eminently practical guide to that form of prayer which God's revelation in Jesus Christ
has made indispensable: meditation on the word of God revealing the inner depths of God to man
and--since it comes from God made man--the inner depths of man to himself. In a treatment that is
both fresh and profound, Balthasar describes the central elements of all Christian meditation,
provides a guide for making the meditation and then points the way to the union that prayer
achieves in the footsteps of Mary, within the Church and in and for the world. Consequently,
Christian meditation is entirely trinitarian and at the same time entirely human. In order to find God,
no one need reject being human personally or socially, but in order to find God all must see the
world and themselves in the Holy Spirit as they are in God's sight. - Hans Urs von Balthasar




hans urs von balthasar prayer: True Prayer Kenneth Leech, 1995-10 True Prayer

hans urs von balthasar prayer: Elucidations Hans Urs von Balthasar, 1998-01-01 Elucidations
provides readers with short, clear, insightful reflections on widely disputed topics of Christian belief
and life. Written by one of the great theologians and spiritual writers of the twentieth century, Hans
Urs von Balthasar, this work feeds both the mind and heart, exploring the substance of Christian life,
experience, and faith. Among the topics that von Balthasar addresses are the mystery of God, the
role of the saints and the Marian principle, the nature of Tradition and Authority, the Pope, the
Priesthood, the nature of religious life, unity among believers, the subject of why remain in the
Church, and more. Each of the twenty-five chapters focuses on a particular topic, and together they
bear witness to an underlying comprehensive vision on essential spiritual questions for modern
believers. Hans Urs von Balthasar (1905-88) was a Swiss theologian, and widely considered to be
one of the most important Catholic theologians and spiritual writers of the twentieth century.
Incredibly prolific and diverse, he wrote over one hundred books, including Prayer, Heart of the
World, Mysterium Paschale, Love Alone is Credible, and his major 7-volume work of theological
aesthetics, Glory of the Lord.

hans urs von balthasar prayer: T&T Clark Handbook of Christian Prayer , 2021-12-16 The
essays collected in this volume provide a resource for thinking theologically about the practice of
Christian prayer. In the first of four parts, the volume begins by reaching back to the biblical
foundations of prayer. Then, each of the chapters in the second part investigates a classical
Christian doctrine - including God, creation, Christology, pneumatology, providence and eschatology
- from the perspective of prayer. The chapters in the third part explore the writings of some of the
great theorizers of prayer in the history of the Christian tradition. The final part gathers a set of
creative and critical conversations on prayer responding to a variety of contemporary issues.
Overall, the T&T Clark Handbook of Christian Prayer articulates a theologically expansive account of
prayer - one that is deeply biblical, energetically doctrinal, historically rooted, and relevant to a
whole host of critical questions and concerns facing the world today.

hans urs von balthasar prayer: Evolving Grace Jean-Pierre Fortin, 2024-12-15 Evolving
Grace: The Spiritual History of a Christian Doctrine seeks to bring out the personal living
significance and transformative power of the Christian faith throughout the ages. This book spans
from Patristic foundations, through the elaborated systematic constructions of the Middle Ages, to
the profound transformation induced by the Protestant Reformation and Roman Catholic responses
to it, to twentieth century de- and reconstructions. This theological history, grounded in and
reflective of the spiritual experience and development of real Christians in and from the past,
contributes to the production and nurturing of a living theology in and for the present.

hans urs von balthasar prayer: Theology in the Present Age Christopher Ben Simpson,
Steven D. Cone, 2013-08-23 This volume of essays centers on the theme of doing Christian theology
in the present postmodern context, a consistent theme of the teaching of John D. Castelein. The work
will celebrate and honor John's years of service by representing reflections of his teaching in the
thought of his students and colleagues. The essays range over such topics as theological reflections
on the postmodern philosophical themes, the relations between Christian theology and culture, the
contributions of philosophical hermeneutics for Christian theology, and the challenges of engaging
in ministry in a postmodern context. The seventeen contributors to the volume are former students
and both present and former colleagues involved in various ministries, be they in a college setting or
in a local church.

hans urs von balthasar prayer: Rome and Religion in the Medieval World Valerie L. Garver,
Owen M. Phelan, 2016-04-08 Rome and Religion in the Medieval World provides a panoramic and
interdisciplinary exploration of Rome and religious culture. The studies build upon or engage
Thomas F.X. Noble’s interest in Rome, especially his landmark contributions to the origins of the
Papal States and early medieval image controversies. Scholars from a variety of disciplines offer new
viewpoints on key issues and questions relating to medieval religious, cultural and intellectual
history. Each study explores different dimensions of Rome and religion, including medieval art,



theology, material culture, politics, education, law, and religious practice. Drawing upon a wide
range of sources, including manuscripts, relics, historical and normative texts, theological tracts,
and poetry, the authors illuminate the complexities of medieval Christianity, especially as practiced
in the city of Rome itself, and elsewhere in Europe when influenced by the idea of Rome. Some trace
early medieval legacies to the early modern period when Protestant and Catholic theologians used
early medieval religious texts to define and debate forms of Roman Christianity. The essays highlight
and deepen scholarly appreciation of Rome in the rich and varied religious culture of the medieval
world.

hans urs von balthasar prayer: The Apologetic Value of Human Holiness Victoria S. Harrison,
2012-12-06 The Apologetic Value of Human Holiness begins by providing the first comprehensive
account of the model of human holiness developed by the leading theologian Hans Urs von
Balthasar. In so doing, the book also provides the first detailed explication of his Christocentric
philosophical anthropology. Part 2 argues that von Balthasar anticipates some key developments in
late twentieth-century Anglo-American analytical philosophy, and that certain of these developments
- in particular, the "internal realism' of Hilary Putnam - provide powerful support for von Balthasar's
theological philosophy. The final part elucidates von Balthasar's core intuition that human holiness is
of immense apologetic value for religious faith, and concludes with a new, "internalist' theory of
religious pluralism. The Apologetic Value of Human Holiness will be seen as an important and
original contribution to both Philosophy of Religion and Theology, and is likely to prove essential
reading in upper-level undergraduate and postgraduate courses in both subjects.

hans urs von balthasar prayer: Deep Mysteries Aidan Nichols OP, 2018-11-27 This study
explores the way in which, by way of the Christian mysteries, divine action impacts human life. The
triune God acts in Jesus Christ by means of historical events whose effects transcend time and which
are mediated through their celebration in memorial and worship. Drawing on both Evangelical and
Catholic writers, Nichols provides evidence that the general portrait of Jesus found in the Pauline
letters and the four Gospels rests on reliable historical witness. On this basis, he offers a concise
Christology which presents Jesus Christ as the fulfillment of the Messianic hope of the Old
Testament; explores his unique being as laid out in the teaching of the great Ecumenical Councils of
the first Christian millennium, and describes how the classic theologian of the Latin tradition, St
Thomas Aquinas, sees the chief historical events of Christ’s life as affecting humanity throughout
future time. Nichols then looks at the Christian concept of God - namely, Trinitarian monotheism.
God so conceived can act efficaciously in the created order and does so by the deployment of his
Word and Spirit in ways which express for a fallen, historical world, the dynamics of the interaction
of the divine Persons in eternity - Persons who now draw human beings within their range. Those
gains in understanding are then applied to the individual mysteries of the life of Christ, from his
biological conception to his coming Parousia. For each mystery, Nichols describes a biblical
preamble; an account of how the mystery is seen by the Liturgy and the Fathers of the Church;
illumination from the three theological masters whom the author makes his own in this work -
Aquinas, Balthasar and Bulgakov;- and a visual image drawn from the treasury of sacred art.

hans urs von balthasar prayer: New Catholic Feminism Tina Beattie, 2006 It is hard to
over-estimate the challenge that feminism poses to Roman Catholicism. Pope John Paul II's call for a
'‘new feminism' has led to the development of a Catholic theological response to the so-called 'old
feminism'. The New Catholic Feminism sets up a dramatic encounter between the orthodox Catholic
establishment and contemporary critical theory, including feminist theology and philosophy, queer
theory, and French psycholinguistics, in order to explore fundamental questions about human
identity, personhood and gender. From the naked bodies of Eden to the 'gay nuptials' of liturgy, it
argues that the strange and volatile world of Catholic sexual symbolism cannot be 'tamed' to meet
the ideological agendas of either feminist theology or conservative Catholicism. Only through a
radical re-evaluation of the sacramental significance of the sexed human body might the Catholic
Church provide a redemptive response to the sexual politics of contemporary society.
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