formative assessment examples for 1st grade

Formative Assessment Examples for 1st Grade: Engaging Ways to Gauge Young Learners' Progress

Formative assessment examples for 1st grade are essential tools for teachers aiming to understand how their
students grasp foundational concepts. At this crucial stage, children are developing key skills in reading,
writing, math, and social interaction, and formative assessments help educators tailor instruction to meet
each child’s unique needs. Unlike summative assessments, which are often more formal and evaluative,

formative assessments provide ongoing feedback that guides both teaching and learning in real-time.

If you’re a teacher, parent, or educational professional looking for creative, effective methods to assess first
graders without overwhelming them, this article offers practical examples, tips, and insights. We’ll explore
varied formative assessment strategies that align with the developmental stage of 1st graders, ensuring

assessments are both meaningful and engaging.

Understanding the Importance of Formative Assessment in 1st
Grade

Before diving into specific formative assessment examples for 1st grade, it’s important to recognize why
these assessments are vital. At this age, children are still developing attention spans and fine motor skills, so
assessments need to be brief, interactive, and often hands-on. Formative assessments provide immediate

feedback, helping teachers identify learning gaps early and adjust instruction accordingly.

Moreover, these assessments encourage a growth mindset by focusing on progress rather than perfection.
Instead of stressing grades, young learners benefit from gentle checks that celebrate their efforts and build

confidence.

Effective Formative Assessment Examples for 1st Grade

1. Exit Tickets

One of the simplest yet most powerful formative assessment examples for 1st grade is the exit ticket. At the
end of a lesson, students answer a quick question or complete a short task that reflects the day’s learning.
For example, after a reading lesson, a teacher might ask: “What is the main idea of the story we read

today?” Students can draw a picture or write a sentence to show their understanding.



Exit tickets are quick to administer and provide immediate insight into students’ comprehension, allowing

teachers to adjust upcoming lessons as needed.

2. Think-Pair-Share Activities

Think-pair-share is an interactive formative assessment strategy that encourages students to articulate their
thinking. After a question is posed, children first think independently, then discuss their thoughts with a
partner, and finally share with the class. For 1st graders, this could be as simple as asking, “What did you

learn about numbers today?” or “Can you tell your partner one thing you liked about the story?”

This method promotes verbal expression and listening skills while giving the teacher a chance to observe

student understanding in a low-pressure environment.

3. Interactive Whiteboard Games and Quizzes

Technology can be a great ally in formative assessment for young learners. Interactive whiteboard games
and quizzes allow children to engage with content dynamically. For example, a math game where students

drag and drop numbers to solve simple addition or subtraction problems provides instant feedback.

These digital tools often include colorful visuals and sounds that keep 1st graders motivated, while enabling

teachers to track responses and identify areas needing reinforcement.

4. Observation and Anecdotal Records

Sometimes, the most effective formative assessment is simply watching and listening. Teachers can take
anecdotal notes during class activities to record how individual students approach tasks, interact with peers,
and demonstrate understanding. For example, noting how a child solves a counting problem or retells a

story provides rich qualitative data.

This ongoing observation helps educators personalize instruction and supports social-emotional learning,

which is equally important in 1st grade.

5. Learning Centers with Self-Checking Materials

Learning centers or stations are common in 1st-grade classrooms, and incorporating self-checking materials
at these centers turns them into formative assessment hubs. For instance, a phonics center might include

word matching cards that students can check themselves using answer keys or picture clues.



These centers encourage independent learning and give teachers real-time information about who may

need additional help with specific skills.

Incorporating Formative Assessment into Daily Routines

Integrating formative assessment examples for 1st grade into everyday classroom routines ensures that

assessment feels natural rather than intrusive. Here are some ways to do that seamlessly:
¢ Morning Meetings: Use quick questions or prompts related to the previous day’s lesson to assess
recall.
e Storytime Discussions: Pause during reading to ask predictive or comprehension questions.

e Hands-On Activities: During math manipulatives play, observe strategies children use to solve

problems.

¢ Peer Review: Encourage students to share and comment on each other’s work in pairs or small

groups.

By embedding assessment opportunities into routine activities, teachers maintain a supportive learning

environment where students feel safe to express their understanding and make mistakes.

Tips for Maximizing the Impact of Formative Assessments in 1st
Grade

Using formative assessments effectively with young learners requires some thoughtful strategies. Here are

a few tips to keep in mind:

Keep It Short and Sweet

Young children’s attention spans are limited, so formative assessments should be brief. Simple tasks like

drawing, pointing, or answering one question can be very revealing without causing frustration.



Use Visual and Hands-On Tools

Incorporate manipulatives, pictures, and gestures to help children demonstrate their knowledge. For

example, sorting colored blocks can show understanding of patterns or counting.

Celebrate Effort and Growth

Provide positive feedback that focuses on what students are doing well and how they can improve. This

encourages a positive attitude toward learning and assessment.

Differentiate Assessment Methods

Recognize that children learn and express themselves differently. Offer multiple ways for students to show

what they know—through speaking, drawing, or movement.

Involve Students in Self-Assessment

Teach children simple ways to reflect on their own learning, such as thumbs up/down or happy/sad faces.

This builds self-awareness and responsibility for their progress.

Examples of Formative Assessment in Core 1st Grade Subjects

Reading and Literacy

- ¥Sight Word Bingo** A fun game where students identify and read sight words aloud.
- *¥*Story Retell:** After reading a story, students use picture cards to retell the sequence of events.
- ¥Phonics Sorting:** Sorting words or pictures based on beginning sounds helps assess phonemic

awareness.

Mathematics

- ¥*Number Line Jump:** Students physically jump to numbers on a floor number line to solve addition or



subtraction problems.
- ¥Counting Collections:** Children count a small group of objects and explain their counting strategy.
- ¥*Shape Hunt:** Identifying and naming shapes around the classroom integrates assessment with

movement.

Writing

- ¥Sentence Starters:** Prompt students to complete sentences to assess sentence structure and vocabulary.
- **Drawing and Labeling:** Drawing a picture and labeling parts helps assess understanding of content and
writing skills.

- ¥*Peer Sharing:** Sharing written work with a partner for feedback encourages reflection and

communication.

Why Formative Assessment Matters Beyond the Classroom

Formative assessment examples for 1st grade have benefits that extend beyond immediate academic
progress. They nurture critical thinking, communication, and self-regulation skills from a young age.
When children are regularly engaged in reflecting on their learning, they become more independent and

motivated learners.

Parents can also use similar strategies at home to support their child’s education, such as asking open-ended

questions about homework or encouraging children to explain their thinking.

Ultimately, formative assessments create a dynamic learning environment where first graders feel

supported, understood, and inspired to grow every day.

Frequently Asked Questions

‘What are some effective formative assessment examples for 1st grade
math?

Effective formative assessments for ist grade math include quick number sense checks like counting
objects, simple addition and subtraction quizzes, using manipulatives to solve problems, and exit tickets

where students explain their thinking.



How can teachers use formative assessments in 1st grade reading?

Teachers can use formative assessments in 1st grade reading by conducting running records, having
students retell stories, using sight word recognition checks, and asking comprehension questions during

reading activities.

What are simple formative assessment strategies for st graders in
writing?

Simple formative assessment strategies for 1st graders in writing include observing students during
writing time, using checklists for writing skills, having students share their work aloud, and conducting

mini-conferences to discuss their writing progress.

Can games be used as formative assessment examples for 1st grade?

Yes, games like educational board games, interactive apps, and group activities can serve as formative
assessments by allowing teachers to observe student understanding and skills in a fun, low-pressure

environment.

How often should formative assessments be conducted in 1st grade

classrooms?

Formative assessments should be conducted regularly, ideally daily or weekly, to monitor ist graders'

progress, identify learning gaps early, and adjust instruction to meet their needs effectively.

Additional Resources

Formative Assessment Examples for 1st Grade: Strategies to Enhance Early Learning

formative assessment examples for 1st grade serve as vital tools for educators aiming to understand and
support the developmental trajectory of young learners. At this foundational stage, assessment is not merely
about grading but about capturing insights into students' comprehension, skills, and areas requiring
reinforcement. The early grades, particularly first grade, set the tone for future academic success, making

formative assessments indispensable in shaping instructional decisions.

Understanding formative assessment in the context of first-grade education necessitates appreciation of its
dynamic and interactive nature. Unlike summative assessments that evaluate learning after instruction,
formative assessments are ongoing, embedded within the teaching process, and designed to provide
immediate feedback. This feedback loop allows teachers to adjust their methods, address misconceptions, and

foster a supportive learning environment.



In-Depth Analysis of Formative Assessment in First Grade

Formative assessment methods in first grade must be age-appropriate, engaging, and sensitive to the
developmental stages of six- and seven-year-olds. Since literacy and numeracy skills are primary focal
points at this level, assessments often revolve around these domains but also extend to social-emotional

learning and fine motor skills.

The importance of formative assessments lies in their capacity to provide real-time data on student progress.
For instance, a simple observation during a reading session can reveal a child's phonemic awareness or
decoding skills. When teachers employ a variety of assessment techniques—from verbal questioning to

hands-on activities—they gain a multi-faceted understanding of student learning.

Research indicates that formative assessments can enhance student achievement by up to 30%, especially in
early education settings where foundational skills are being established. Moreover, formative assessment
practices encourage student self-awareness and motivation by involving learners in their own progress

tracking.

Effective Formative Assessment Examples for 1st Grade

Identifying practical and effective formative assessment examples is crucial for educators seeking to
implement these strategies seamlessly within their curriculum. Below are some widely recognized and

effective formative assessment techniques tailored for first graders:

o Exit Tickets: At the end of a lesson, students answer a simple question or solve a problem related to

the day’s topic. This quick check helps teachers gauge understanding before moving forward.

e Think-Pair-Share: Students think individually about a question, discuss their thoughts with a

partner, and then share with the larger group, promoting verbal articulation of understanding.

¢ Interactive Read-Alouds: During storytime, teachers pause to ask predictive or inferential questions,

assessing comprehension in an informal setting.

¢ Drawing Responses: Young learners may express their understanding through drawings, which can

reveal grasp of concepts in literacy and math without relying solely on written language.

e Math Manipulatives Check: Using objects like counters or blocks, students demonstrate problem-

solving processes, providing insight into their conceptual grasp of numbers.

¢ One-on-One Conferencing: Brief, informal meetings between teacher and student to discuss work

and clarify misunderstandings.



e Peer Assessment: With guidance, students review each other’s work, fostering critical thinking and

collaborative skills.

Each of these examples aligns with the developmental needs of first graders, combining engagement with

informative feedback.

Integrating Formative Assessments into Daily Instruction

The challenge for educators lies not only in selecting appropriate formative assessment tools but also in
integrating them effectively into daily instruction. Successful implementation requires balance—ensuring

assessments support learning without overwhelming students or disrupting the flow of teaching.

One approach is embedding formative assessments naturally within routine classroom activities. For
example, during a literacy center, a teacher might circulate and listen to students read aloud, noting
fluency and errors. This ongoing observation requires no special testing environment but yields valuable
data.

Technology also offers innovative options. Interactive apps designed for early learners can provide instant
feedback and track progress over time, assisting teachers in customizing instruction. However, reliance on

technology must be balanced with personal interaction, especially given first graders’ varied attention spans

and social needs.

Advantages and Considerations of Early Formative Assessments

Implementing formative assessments in first grade presents several advantages:
¢ Personalized Learning: Teachers can tailor lessons based on individual student needs, preventing
learning gaps.

e Student Engagement: Interactive and varied assessment formats maintain young learners’ interest

and motivation.

¢ Early Intervention: Identifying difficulties early allows for timely support, potentially reducing

future struggles.

e Teacher Reflection: Formative data encourages educators to reflect on their instructional

effectiveness and make adjustments.



Nonetheless, challenges exist. Young children may have limited attention spans and varying
communication skills, making some assessment forms less effective. Additionally, ensuring assessments are

unbiased and culturally responsive is critical to avoid misinterpretation of student abilities.

Comparing Formative Assessment Tools for 1st Grade

When selecting formative assessment tools, educators often weigh factors such as ease of use, time
requirements, and the depth of insight provided. For example, exit tickets are quick and simple but might
not capture nuanced understanding. In contrast, one-on-one conferencing offers rich qualitative data but

demands more time per student.

Digital platforms like Seesaw or Boom Learning provide interactive quizzes and portfolios, enabling
teachers to collect and analyze data efficiently. Yet, these require access to devices and may not suit all

classroom settings.

Paper-based methods such as drawing responses or manipulatives are low-tech and accessible but may

require more interpretative effort from educators.

Balancing these options often means combining multiple techniques to address diverse learning styles and

logistical constraints.

Incorporating Social-Emotional Learning in Formative Assessments

Beyond academic skills, formative assessments in first grade increasingly include social-emotional
components. Teachers might observe how students interact during group tasks or use simple self-

assessment checklists to gauge feelings of confidence or frustration.

Incorporating these dimensions provides a holistic view of student development and helps educators foster
a supportive classroom culture. For instance, a teacher might ask students to rate their comfort level with a

new math concept using smiley face scales, enabling gentle conversations about challenges.

This multidimensional assessment approach aligns with contemporary educational philosophies emphasizing
the whole child.

Formative assessment examples for 1st grade are diverse and multifaceted, reflecting the complex nature of
early childhood learning. When thoughtfully selected and implemented, these assessments provide critical

insights that shape effective teaching and nurture student growth during these formative years.



Formative Assessment Examples For 1st Grade

formative assessment examples for 1st grade: The Mathematics Lesson-Planning
Handbook, Grades K-2 Beth McCord Kobett, Ruth Harbin Miles, Lois A. Williams, 2018-02-09 This
book brings together the best of Visible Learning and the teaching of mathematics. The chapters on
learning intentions, success criteria, misconceptions, formative evaluation, and knowing thy impact
are stunning. Rich in exemplars, grounded in research about practice, and with the right balance
about the surface and deep learning in math, it's a great go-to book for all who teach mathematics.
—John Hattie, Laureate Professor, Deputy Dean of MGSE, Director of the Melbourne Education
Research Institute, Melbourne Graduate School of Education Your blueprint to planning K-2 math
lessons for maximum impact and understanding Not sure of tomorrow morning’s lesson plan? Or
maybe you feel it isn’t tailored enough for your students’ needs. What do you do? For that and more,
help is here. The Mathematics Lesson-Planning Handbook, Grades K-2: Your Blueprint for Building
Cohesive Lessons guides teachers step-by-step through the decision-making process of planning K-2
math lessons that are purposeful, rigorous, and coherent. Instructional experts Beth McCord Kobett,
Ruth Harbin Miles, and Lois A. Williams streamline and deepen the lesson-planning process showing
teachers how to access students’ complex needs, clarify learning intentions, and select tasks that will
best lead to student understanding of mathematical concepts and skills. Along the way, teachers
create an individualized blueprint for planning K-2 math lessons for maximum student learning. The
lesson-planning process guides teachers to: Identify the mathematical content, language, and social
learning intentions for a lesson or unit, and connect goals to success criteria Determine the purpose
of a math lesson you’'re planning by distinguishing between conceptual understanding, procedural
fluency, and transfer Select worthwhile tasks and materials that make the best use of
representations, manipulatives, and other instructional tools and resources Choose the format of
your lesson using reasoning and number routines, games, whole-class discussion, and pairs, or
small-group work Anticipate student misconceptions and evaluate understanding using a variety of
formative assessment techniques Decide how you’ll launch your lesson, facilitate questioning,
encourage productive struggle, and close your lesson Included is a lesson-planning template and
examples from kindergarten, first-, and second-grade classrooms. Chapter by chapter, the
decision-making strategies empower teachers to plan math lessons strategically, to teach with
intention and confidence, and to build an exceptional foundation in math for all students.

formative assessment examples for 1st grade: Design in Five Nicole Dimich, 2024-05-21
This second edition of the best-selling, award-winning Design in Five offers new and targeted
information for reimagining assessment practices, as well as refined processes and protocols to fully
engage learners. Refinements to the original five-phase protocol come from the actual experiences
of teachers who have engaged with the process. This is the book you need to design and use
assessment well. This book will help K-12 teachers, administrators, and students of teacher
preparation courses: Reflect on current assessment practices to determine their effectiveness Learn
and implement a five-phase process to design meaningful, relevant assessments that lead to high
levels of learning for all Align and design items and tasks to learning goals Design assessments that
help students invest in their learning and take action to improve Access numerous reproducible
surveys, charts, and sample assessments Contents: Introduction Chapter 1: Defining the Design
Process Chapter 2: Choosing Standards and Planning Engagement Chapter 3: Analyzing Standards
and Constructing Learning Progressions Chapter 4: Crafting an Assessment Plan Chapter 5:
Creating the Assessment and Gathering the Materials Chapter 6: Determining Scoring Schemes and
Student Investment Strategies Chapter 7: Collaboratively Engaging in the Assessment Process
Epilogue: Building Hope Appendix: Reproducibles References and Resources Index

formative assessment examples for 1st grade: Assessing the Common Core: What's
Gone Wrong--And How to Get Back on Track Robert C. Calfee, Kathleen M. Wilson, 2016-02-02
From distinguished educators, this book imagines what our schools could look like if an authentic


https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-164/formative-assessment-examples-for-1st-grade.pdf

vision of the Common Core State Standards (CCSS) were put in place, and thoughtfully critiques
how and why implementation has faltered. The authors outline a curriculum framework that focuses
on student-based inquiry and the use of formative assessment to monitor and guide student learning.
They provide workable, innovative alternatives to the packaged instructional programs and
summative tests that have come to be associated with the English language arts (ELA) standards.
Vignettes of diverse schools and districts highlight a range of successful approaches to making the
CCSS work.

formative assessment examples for 1st grade: Developing Performance-Based
Assessments, Grades K-5 Nancy P. Gallavan, 2009 Use PBAs to design learning experiences that
increase student engagement and achievement! This book explains performance-based assessments
(PBAs) in easy-to-understand terms and describes how to construct PBAs that measure learner
performance effectively while allowing educators to align curriculum and instruction with students'
needs. Using PBAs, teachers can engage students in the learning process, connect the learning to
students' individual lives, and monitor learning outcomes. The author provides: Detailed and clear
examples of performance-based assessmentsTools for assessment and guidelines for creating and
using rubricsChecklists, frequently asked questions, graphic organizers, and activities to reinforce
the content in each chapter

formative assessment examples for 1st grade: Reading and Writing Instruction for PreK
Through First Grade Classrooms in a PLC at Work® Erica Martin, Lisa May, 2020-06-16 Part of the
Every Teacher Is a Literacy Teacher series Building a solid literacy foundation is of paramount
importance during a learner’s early school years. Closely aligned to the PLC at Work® process, this
practical resource outlines how collaborative teams can fully support and encourage literacy
development in preK through first grade. Readers will discover a variety of tools and strategies to
design standards-aligned instruction, develop quality assessments, provide timely interventions, and
more. Teachers can use this resource to address specific literacy challenges and situations found
within their grade band: Understand the role PLCs and collaborative teams play in literacy
development. Obtain strategies and tools, such as the Pre-Unit Protocol, for unpacking and clarifying
literacy standards. Explore adaptable strategies and learn how to plan high-quality literacy
instruction. Observe how to collaboratively score assessments and conduct effective data inquiry and
analysis. Study the powerful impact literacy has on student engagement and equity. Contents: Books
in the Every Teacher Is a Literacy Teacher series Reading and Writing Instruction for PreK Through
First-Grade Classrooms in a PLC at Work® Reading and Writing Instruction for Second- and
Third-Grade Classrooms in a PLC at Work® Reading and Writing Instruction for Fourth- and
Fifth-Grade Classrooms in a PLC at Work® Reading and Writing Strategies for the Secondary
English Classroom in a PLC at Work® Reading and Writing Strategies for the Secondary Science
Classroom in a PLC at Work®

formative assessment examples for 1st grade: Kid[]s Eye View of Science Susan Kovalik,
Karen D. Olsen, 2010-09-08 Examines learning science from multiple perspectives, including the
child's perspective; guides readers through the steps of igniting students' natural sense of wonder,
incorporating brain research, integrating science concepts with other subjects, and applying science
to daily life; demonstrates how to teach science conceptually through the lens of big ideas such as
change, interdependence, and adaptation.

formative assessment examples for 1st grade: The Mathematics Lesson-Planning
Handbook, Grades 3-5 Ruth Harbin Miles, Beth McCord Kobett, Lois A. Williams, 2018-07-13 This
book brings together the best of Visible Learning and the teaching of mathematics. The chapters on
learning intentions, success criteria, misconceptions, formative evaluation, and knowing thy impact
are stunning. Rich in exemplars, grounded in research about practice, and with the right balance
about the surface and deep learning in math, it's a great go-to book for all who teach mathematics.
—John Hattie, Laureate Professor, Deputy Dean of MGSE, Director of the Melbourne Education
Research Institute, Melbourne Graduate School of Education YOU are the architect in the
mathematics classroom. When it comes to mathematics lessons, do you sometimes feel overly



beholden to the required texts from which you teach? Do you wish you could break the mold, but feel
like you get conflicting guidance on the right things to do? How often do you find yourself in the
last-minute online scramble for a great task activity that will capture your students’ interest and
align to your state standards? In The Mathematics Lesson-Planning Handbook, Grades 3-5: Your
Blueprint for Building Cohesive Lessons, you'll learn the streamlined decision-making processes that
will help you plan the focused, research-based, standards-aligned lessons your students need. This
daily reference offers practical guidance for when and how to pull together mathematics routines,
resources, and effective teaching techniques into a coherent and manageable set of lesson plans.
This resource will Lead teachers through a process of lesson planning based on various learning
objectives Set the stage for lesson planning using relatable vignettes Offer sample lesson plans for
Grades 3-5 Create opportunities to reflect on each component of a mathematics lesson Suggest next
steps for building a unit from the lessons Provide teachers the space and tools to create their own
lesson plans going forward Based on years of classroom experience from seasoned mathematics
educators, this book brings together the just-in-time resources and practical advice you need to
make lesson planning simple, practical, and doable. From laying a solid foundation to choosing the
right materials, you’ll feel confident structuring lessons that lead to high student achievement.

formative assessment examples for 1st grade: The 6 Keys to Teacher Engagement Cathie
West, 2013-10-02 In her new book, award-winning principal and leadership expert Cathie West
provides education leaders at all levels with the tools and guidance they need to engage teachers in
the process of increasing student achievement. With authentic examples and research highlights,
readers learn how to develop a motivated faculty that is truly dedicated to school improvement and
student success. The Six Keys covered in the book are both substantive and comprehensive and offer
a clear path to success: Key 1: Create a Culture of Engagement Teacher engagement definition,
attributes, and steps towards attainment Key 2: Get Organizationally Engaged Exemplary
organization qualities, leadership styles, and effectiveness strategies Key 3: Engineer Engagement
Quality meeting characteristics, engagement activities, and leadership techniques Key 4: Zero in on
Best Practice Effective teaching attributes, instructional practices, and success tips Key 5: Tap into
Teacher Leaders Teacher leader selection, training, and strategic deployment Key 6: Confront
Change Challengers Challenger profiles, interventions, and support suggestions BONUS! Every
chapter includes a wrap-up to help readers review, apply, and retain new learning for each of the six
keys to teacher engagement: Key Concepts provides a bulleted summary of each theme’s major
concepts to help readers review key ideas. Best Strategies summarizes each chapter’s high impact
teacher engagement strategies. Steps to Success suggests activities that will move new concepts
and skills into practice. NOTEWORTHY: This book is also an excellent resource for university and
college instructors who are responsible for teacher and principal preparation. The 6 Keys to Teacher
Engagement substantially supports graduate level courses pertaining to educational leadership,
school improvement, curriculum and assessment, and professional development.

formative assessment examples for 1st grade: Teaching Strategies That Create
Assessment-Literate Learners Anita Stewart McCafferty, Jeffrey S. Beaudry, 2018-04-12 Your go-to
guide for using classroom assessment as a teaching and learning tool! How can we bring students
into the assessment process as full partners in ways that help them become owners of learning?
Becoming an assessment-literate learner means understanding where you are going as a learner,
where you're at now, and what you need to do to reach a learning goal. This book unpacks seven
strategies of assessment for learning, along with the five keys of quality assessment, in a practical
vision of quality assessment used to support and certify learning. With a focus on high-impact
classroom practices, this book offers Clear and relevant examples of assessment for learning
strategies in specific subject matter contexts Visual learning progressions for use in a
self-assessment checklist and professional development Additional material and examples on an
author-created website When we take a balanced approach to assessment and give students the
tools and skills to support their own progress, students and teachers win. This book gives you the
strategies and examples to make this possible. This is the book that practitioners have been waiting



for: Assessment kept simple—its importance and how to do it, with plenty of support and templates
to ensure success. —Ken Darvall, Principal Tema International School

formative assessment examples for 1st grade: Brain Words J. Richard Gentry, Gene P.
Ouellette, 2024-11-28 Gentry and Ouellette are cannonballing into the reading research pool, they're
making waves, and these waves are moving the field of reading forward. —From the foreword by
Mark Weakland, Super Spellers In this second edition, the authors have written a practical and
fascinating resource that helps connect the theory and research of the neurological reading circuitry
to classroom practice. —Molly Ness, teacher educator, author, consultant A lot has changed since
the original publication of Brain Words. The first edition was very much a call for change, and
change has indeed happened! While the science of reading has made real and substantive change
within education, there unfortunately remain too many misunderstandings and misinterpretations of
what the science of reading is, and stubborn resistance to all it has to offer. Now more than ever it is
vital that we work towards an understanding of the science of reading and what it has to say about
teaching our students how to read. Written for beginning or seasoned teachers, homeschoolers,
teacher educators, as well as parents who want to fully engage in their child’s literacy development,
this updated and highly readable new edition presents brain science, reading research, and theory in
ways that can be understood and directly applied in teaching, ultimately leading to efficacious
science of reading based literacy instruction. Gentry and Ouellette show how an understanding of
the science of reading can shape teaching to help make all students literate. Building on their
science of reading based framework of “brain words”—dictionaries in the brain where students store
and access word spelling, pronunciation, and meaning—the authors offer a wealth of information to
transform your thinking and practice. They offer: an updated review of models of reading,
developmental theory, and brain research that help explain the reading brain a new exploration of
how oral language provides the foundation for learning to read and write, and how elements of oral
language directly contribute to literacy learning throughout the school years an evolving critique of
classroom practices that aren't as effective as once believed explicit guidance on how spelling can be
used to teach the critical skill of word reading a deepened understanding of dyslexia through the
lens of the science of reading With the insights and strategies in Brain Words, you can meet your
students where they are and ensure that more of them read well, think well, and write well.

formative assessment examples for 1st grade: Assessment of Young Children Lisa B. Fiore,
2012 In an era of standards and norms where assessment tends to minimize or dismiss individual
differences and results in punitive outcomes or no action at all, Assessment of Young Children
provides teachers with an approach to assessment that is in the best interest of both children and
their families. Author Lisa B. Fiore explores a variety of ways to study and assess young children in
their natural environments, while stressing the importance of bringing children and families into the
process. This lively text helps the reader learn how to cultivate developmentally appropriate
practice, create appropriate expectations, examine children's work, interact in groups, and improve
their teacher behavior. Accounts of real experiences from children, families, teachers, and
administrators provide on-the-ground models of assessment stategies and demonstrate how children
are affected. Assessment of Young Children explores both standardized and authentic assessment,
work sampling systems, and observation skills. Readers will walk away with strategies for
communicating information about children and portfolio assessment, and how the use of formal and
informal methods of observation, documentation, and assessment are connected to teacher and
student inquiry. Assessment of Young Children encourages an assessment strategy where the child
remains the focus and explores how collaboration with children, families, and colleagues creates an
image--not a diagnosis--of the child that is empowering rather than constraining. Special Features
Include: Case Study examples that anchor the concepts presented in the chapters and engage
readers more deeply in the content. Now what? and Avenues for Inquiry throughout the book
present students with concrete extensions of the material that they may pursue for further
investigation

formative assessment examples for 1st grade: How to Look at Student Work to Uncover




Student Thinking Susan M. Brookhart, Alice Oakley, 2021-04-07 Are you picking up all your
students' work is trying to tell you? In this book, assessment expert Susan M. Brookhart and
instructional coach Alice Oakley walk teachers through a better and more illuminating way to
approach student work across grade levels and content areas. You'll learn to view students'
assignments not as a verdict on right or wrong but as a window into what students got and how they
are thinking about it. The insight you'll gain will help you * Infer what students are thinking, *
Provide effective feedback, * Decide on next instructional moves, and * Grow as a professional.
Brookhart and Oakley then guide teachers through the next steps: clarify learning goals, increase
the quality of classroom assessments, deepen your content and pedagogical knowledge, study
student work with colleagues, and involve students in the formative learning cycle. The book's many
authentic examples of student work and teacher insights, coaching tips, and reflection questions will
help readers move from looking at student work for correctness to looking at student work as
evidence of student thinking.

formative assessment examples for 1st grade: Assessing Disciplinary Writing in Both
Research and Practice Wright, Katherine Landau, Hodges, Tracey S., 2023-08-01 Assessing
Disciplinary Writing in Both Research and Practice tackles the challenge of measuring writing skills
in specific content areas, which is crucial for preparing students to communicate as field experts and
for their future careers. Edited by Katherine Wright, Associate Professor of Literacy and Language
at Boise State University, and Tracey Hodges, Founder and Lead Consultant of The Empowering
Advocate, this book provides solutions by bringing together validated measures and practical
assessment strategies that can be used in both research and instruction. The book's theoretical
foundations cover multimodal disciplinary writing, assessing disciplinary writing versus content-area
writing, and using assessment as a tool for disciplinary writing instruction. Practical methods for
assessing writing in social studies, science, mathematics, English and language arts, and other
genres at the elementary, middle, and high school levels are included, as well as assessment
strategies for specific populations of students such as undergraduate students, English learners,
gifted and talented students, special needs students, and incarcerated students. This highly valued
reference is essential for academic scholars, K12 teachers, and educational researchers who want to
improve writing instruction and research in content- and discipline-specific areas. By providing
validated measures and methods for assessing disciplinary writing, this edited book helps bridge the
gap between research and practice and enables practitioners to better measure student growth and
improve writing instruction. This publication is the first step towards advancing research and
improving writing instruction in content- and discipline-specific areas.

formative assessment examples for 1st grade: Differentiation in the Elementary Grades
Kristina J. Doubet, Jessica A. Hockett, 2017-10-24 In this comprehensive resource for elementary
school teachers, Kristina J. Doubet and Jessica A. Hockett explore how to use differentiated
instruction to help students be more successful learners--regardless of background, native language,
learning preference, or motivation. They explain how to Create a healthy classroom community in
which students' unique qualities and needs are as important as the ones they have in common.
Translate curriculum into manageable and meaningful learning goals that are fit to be differentiated.
Use pre-assessment and formative assessment to uncover students' learning needs, tailor tasks
accordingly, and ensure that students are getting it. Provide interactive learning experiences that
encourage students to engage with both the content and one another. Present students with avenues
to take in, process, and produce knowledge that appeal to their varied interests and learning
preferences. Navigate potential roadblocks to differentiation. Each chapter provides a plethora of
practical tools, templates, and strategies for a variety of subject areas developed by and for real
teachers. Whether you're new to differentiated instruction or looking to expand your repertoire of DI
strategies, Differentiation in the Elementary Grades will show you classroom-tested ways to better
engage students and help them succeed every day. Includes URL and password for free
downloadable forms.

formative assessment examples for 1st grade: Co-Teaching Do's, Don'ts, and Do Betters



Toby J. Karten, Wendy W. Murawski, 2020-07-23 Co-teaching has been increasingly adopted to
support students in the general education classroom. After 20 years of field testing, we know what
works—and what doesn't. In this practical guide, co-teaching and inclusion experts Toby J. Karten
and Wendy W. Murawski detail the best practices for successful co-teaching and ways to
troubleshoot common pitfalls. This book addresses the do's, don'ts, and do betters of * The
co-teaching relationship and collaborative roles. * Co-planning instruction and assessment. *
Co-teaching in action. * Academic and behavioral supports and interventions. * Collaborative
reflections, improvements, and celebrations. Readers will gain valuable insights on what to start
doing, what to stop doing, and how to improve their co-teaching practices to better reach all
students.

formative assessment examples for 1st grade: So Each May Soar Carol Ann Tomlinson,
2021-06-28 Use this book's curated collection of strategies to reconnect with professional and
personal aspirations, build an energized and mutually respectful classroom community, and deliver
instruction that feels alive to you and your students. Carol Ann Tomlinson's role in defining and
popularizing differentiated instruction has made her one of the most influential voices in modern
education. In So Each May Soar, she illuminates the next step forward: creating learner-centered
classrooms to help all students gain a deeper understanding of themselves, others, and the world.
Join Tomlinson as she explores principles and practices of learner-centered classrooms, including *
What it means for teachers to honor themselves, each learner, and the content they teach. * How to
assemble a curriculum that ignites students' imaginations and drives discovery. * How to guide
classroom experiences that develop the mind of each learner in accordance with that learner's
marvelous individuality. * How to shape curriculum, assessment, and instruction to support both
equity and excellence. Examples from all kinds of learner-centered classrooms clarify what this
approach looks like across grade levels and subject areas and confirm its viability in schools with
budgets both big and small. A must-have touchstone for veterans, a beacon for middle-career
educators, and a mission statement for those just beginning their careers, So Each May Soar
celebrates the commitment of teachers and the opportunity they have to help each young person in
their care build a better future and lead a wonderful life.

formative assessment examples for 1st grade: [lluminating and Advancing the Path for
Mathematical Writing Research Colonnese, Madelyn W., Casa, Tutita M., Cardetti, Fabiana,
2023-11-20 Mathematical writing is essential for students’ math learning, but it’s often underutilized
due to unclear guidelines. Mathematical writing is a mode of communication that provides teachers
access to their students’ thinking and, importantly, offers students an opportunity to deepen their
mathematical understanding, engage in mathematical reasoning, and learn a fundamental way to
communicate mathematically. Notably, one needs to be able to judiciously combine mathematical
symbols, representations, and text. However, more research is needed to exemplify the qualities of
mathematical writing, develop implementation methods, and support teachers. [lluminating and
Advancing the Path for Mathematical Writing Research, is a necessary comprehensive resource
designed to enhance mathematical writing and promote equitable learning. This research book
provides a comprehensive understanding of the current state of mathematical writing and
illuminates various perspectives on moving the teaching and learning of k-12 mathematical writing
forward. Mathematical writing is an important yet underutilized component of mathematical
discourse, and this book offers further insight into understanding what it means to write
mathematically for mathematics educators and researchers. It informs with research-based
implementation strategies and creates purposeful professional learning opportunities. Ultimately,
k-12 students will benefit from a more informed field because they will have access to a vital mode of
mathematical reasoning and communication.

formative assessment examples for 1st grade: Language Assessment in Practice Lyle
Bachman, Palmer Adrian, 2022-11-09 Language Assessment in Practice enables the reader to
become competent in the design, development, and use of language assessments. Authors, Lyle
Bachman and Adrian Palmer, have developed an Assessment Use Argument (AUA) as a rigorous




justification of how language assessment is used. The authors also demonstrate how the AUA guides
the process of test development in the real world.

formative assessment examples for 1st grade: Quality Instruction and Intervention for
Elementary Educators Brittany L. Hott, Pamela Williamson, 2024-10-02 Effective teaching starts
with quality instruction that most students respond well to. However, about 35% of students will
require specialized and more intensive instruction to meet academic and behavioral standards. Both
students with exceptionalities who are eligible to receive special education and related services and
students who are placed at risk due to circumstance require, deserve, and are legally entitled to
quality intervention. Quality Instruction and Intervention for ElementaryEducators offers an
accessible resource for educators interested in evidence-based strategies to ensure all students have
access to an excellent education. Two dedicated chapters, authored by leading content and strategy
experts in the field, are devoted to content areas. The first chapter focuses on quality instruction
with academic subject matter specialists as lead authors with interventionists supporting. The
second chapter focuses on effective intervention with the interventionists taking the lead author
roles and academic subject matter specialists supporting. Between the two chapters is a dialogue
between the teams of authors bridging instruction and intervention. This unique approach bridges
the gap between quality instruction and effective intervention, an often-overlooked component of
teacher education. The book also includes dedicated chapters on the integration of instructional
technology and executive functioning. After reading the book, educators will be able to describe the
components of effective instruction and intervention in each of the content areas, access empirically
validated materials, and locate resources for continued learning.

formative assessment examples for 1st grade: Mathematics Unit Planning in a PLC at
Work®, Grades PreK-2 Sarah Schuhl, Timothy D. Kanold, Jennifer Deinhart, Nathan D. Lang-Raad,
Matthew R. Larson, Nanci N. Smith, 2020-08-28 Bring a laser-like focus to the mathematics content
your students need to learn throughout the year. Written by trusted mathematics experts, this
resource helps PreK-2 teachers fully answer PLC critical question one: what do we want all students
to know and be able to do? Read the book as a team to acquire detailed model mathematics units,
learn how to perform seven collaborative tasks, and more. Use this resource to increase
mathematics achievement and provide students with a more equitable learning experience:
Understand how to collaboratively plan curriculum units in grades preK-2. Study the seven
unit-planning elements and learn how to incorporate each in unit designs for early childhood
education. Review the role of the PLC at Work® process in enhancing student learning and teacher
collaboration. Observe four model units related to the foundations of addition and subtraction, one
for each grade level. Receive tools and templates for effective unit planning in a professional
learning community (PLC). Contents: Introduction by Timothy D. Kanold Part 1: Mathematics Unit
Planning and Design Elements Chapter 1: Planning for Student Learning of Mathematics in Grades
PreK-2 Chapter 2: Unit Planning as a Collaborative Mathematics Team Part 2: Foundations of
Addition and Subtraction Unit Examples, Grades PreK-2 Chapter 3: PreK Unit: Counting and
Cardinality Chapter 4: Kindergarten Unit: Addition and Subtraction to 10 Chapter 5: Grade 1 Unit:
Addition and Subtraction to 20 Chapter 6: Grade 2 Unit: Multidigit Addition and Subtraction
Epilogue: Mathematics Team Organization Appendix A: Create a Proficiency Map Appendix B: Team
Checklist and Questions for Mathematics Unit Planning References and Resources Index
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