big ideas for little kids

Big Ideas for Little Kids: Sparking Creativity and Curiosity Early On

big ideas for little kids are more than just fun activities or simple lessons—they are the seeds of
creativity, critical thinking, and lifelong learning planted during the most impressionable years.
When children are young, their minds are incredibly receptive to new concepts, and introducing big
ideas in age-appropriate ways can inspire curiosity and help develop essential skills. Whether it’s
exploring the basics of science, understanding emotions, or venturing into imaginative worlds,
nurturing these ideas supports holistic growth in little ones.

In this article, we’ll dive into some exciting, thoughtful, and practical big ideas for little kids that
parents, educators, and caregivers can use to enrich learning experiences. From fostering problem-
solving skills to encouraging empathy, these approaches can transform everyday moments into
meaningful opportunities for growth.

Why Introducing Big Ideas Early Matters

Children are naturally curious explorers, eager to understand the world around them. Introducing
big ideas early taps into this intrinsic motivation and helps shape their cognitive and emotional
development.

Building Critical Thinking through Exploration

When little kids encounter big ideas, such as cause and effect, patterns, or basic scientific principles,
they begin to develop critical thinking skills. For example, a simple activity like mixing colors or
observing plant growth introduces them to experimentation and observation techniques. These
experiences encourage questioning and reasoning, which are foundational for problem-solving later
in life.

Encouraging Emotional Intelligence

Big ideas aren’t limited to academic concepts—they also include social and emotional learning.
Teaching children to recognize and express their feelings, understand others’ perspectives, and
practice kindness nurtures empathy and emotional resilience. These skills help kids navigate social
interactions and build strong relationships.

Creative Big Ideas for Little Kids to Explore

Creativity is a key component of childhood development, and big ideas can be woven through artistic
and imaginative activities that captivate young minds.



Imaginative Play as a Learning Tool

Encouraging imaginative play allows children to experiment with roles, scenarios, and storytelling.
This type of play helps develop language skills, emotional understanding, and social cooperation. For
example, setting up a pretend grocery store or a space mission invites kids to solve problems and
use their creativity in meaningful ways.

Hands-On STEM Activities

Introducing basic science, technology, engineering, and math (STEM) concepts through hands-on
projects can ignite a passion for discovery. Simple experiments like building towers with blocks,
sorting objects by size or color, or exploring magnets provide tactile and visual learning experiences.
These activities teach foundational skills such as measurement, classification, and cause-and-effect
relationships.

Integrating Big Ideas into Everyday Life

Big ideas for little kids don’t have to be confined to formal learning settings. Everyday moments
offer countless opportunities to spark curiosity and growth.

Nature Walks and Outdoor Exploration

Taking children outside to observe plants, insects, weather patterns, or animal behavior connects
them with the natural world. This hands-on interaction promotes observational skills and introduces
ecological concepts. Questions like “Why do leaves change color?” or “How do birds build nests?”
invite children to think critically and seek answers.

Storytelling and Books with Meaningful Themes

Books are powerful tools for introducing big ideas such as diversity, kindness, and perseverance.
Choosing stories that reflect important values and complex emotions helps children understand the
world around them and develop empathy. Discussing characters’ choices and feelings encourages
reflective thinking and conversation.

Tips for Encouraging Big Ideas in Little Kids

Helping children engage with big ideas requires patience, creativity, and attentiveness. Here are
some practical tips to make the experience enriching and enjoyable:



¢ Follow their interests: Tailor activities and discussions to what fascinates your child,
whether it’s animals, space, art, or music.

* Ask open-ended questions: Instead of yes/no queries, ask questions like “What do you think
will happen if...?” or “How would you solve this problem?” to stimulate thinking.

¢ Encourage exploration without pressure: Allow kids to experiment freely, make mistakes,
and discover solutions on their own.

e Use everyday materials: Simple household items can become tools for learning—think of
building structures with spoons and cups or creating art with recycled paper.

e Model curiosity and enthusiasm: Show your own excitement about learning and discovery,
which is contagious for children.

Big Ideas That Foster Social Development

Learning big ideas is not just about intellectual growth—it’s equally important for social skills
development. Helping little kids understand community, cooperation, and fairness sets a strong
foundation for positive interactions.

Sharing and Cooperation

Teaching the value of sharing and working together through group activities or playdates helps
children practice patience and empathy. Simple games that require taking turns or collaborating on
a project build social awareness and communication skills.

Understanding Diversity and Inclusion

Introducing concepts of diversity and inclusion early on encourages acceptance and appreciation of
differences. Reading multicultural books, celebrating various traditions, and discussing fairness help
children develop a respectful worldview.

Encouraging Big Ideas Through Technology

While screen time should be limited, technology can be a valuable tool for exploring big ideas when
used thoughtfully.



Educational Apps and Interactive Games

Many apps designed for young children focus on problem-solving, creativity, and early literacy.
Selecting high-quality, age-appropriate digital content can reinforce concepts learned through
hands-on activities.

Virtual Field Trips and Online Resources

Accessing virtual tours of museums, zoos, or space stations can expand children’s horizons and
introduce complex ideas in engaging ways. These experiences complement real-world exploration
and stimulate imagination.

Nurturing Lifelong Learners from the Start

Big ideas for little kids are not just about immediate learning outcomes—they are about cultivating a
mindset of curiosity and wonder. When children feel encouraged to ask questions, explore new
topics, and express themselves, they develop confidence and a love for learning that lasts a lifetime.

By blending creativity, emotional growth, and intellectual challenges, caregivers can create enriched
environments where big ideas thrive. Whether through playful experiments, heartfelt stories, or
outdoor adventures, the possibilities are endless when it comes to inspiring young minds.

As you introduce these concepts, remember that the goal is not perfection but
exploration—embracing the joy of discovery with your little ones every step of the way.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are some big ideas that are suitable for little kids?

Big ideas suitable for little kids include concepts like kindness, sharing, curiosity, imagination,
teamwork, respect, creativity, and problem-solving.

How can big ideas be introduced to little kids effectively?

Big ideas can be introduced to little kids through storytelling, play-based learning, interactive
activities, visual aids, and real-life examples that relate to their everyday experiences.

Why is it important to teach big ideas to little kids?

Teaching big ideas to little kids helps develop their critical thinking, social skills, emotional
intelligence, and lays a foundation for lifelong learning and empathy.



What role does creativity play in teaching big ideas to little
kids?

Creativity allows little kids to explore big ideas in an engaging and meaningful way, helping them
understand abstract concepts through art, music, role-play, and imaginative activities.

Can big ideas be taught through play for little kids?

Yes, play is a powerful method for teaching big ideas to little kids because it encourages exploration,
experimentation, and understanding in a natural and enjoyable context.

How can parents support learning big ideas at home for little
kids?

Parents can support learning by engaging in conversations about feelings and values, reading books
that highlight big ideas, encouraging curiosity, and providing opportunities for cooperative play.

What are some examples of big idea activities for little kids?

Examples include kindness challenges, nature exploration, simple science experiments, storytelling
sessions focused on morals, and group projects that promote teamwork.

How do big ideas impact a little kid’s social development?

Big ideas foster empathy, cooperation, communication, and respect, which are essential skills for
positive social interactions and building healthy relationships among little kids.

Additional Resources
Big Ideas for Little Kids: Nurturing Creativity and Cognitive Growth from an Early Age

big ideas for little kids are more than just imaginative play or simple concepts; they represent the
foundational building blocks for lifelong learning, creativity, and critical thinking. In recent years,
educators, psychologists, and parents alike have focused on how to introduce complex ideas in age-
appropriate ways, harnessing young children’s natural curiosity. This article explores the
significance of big ideas tailored for early childhood development, analyzing the methods and
strategies that best support cognitive and emotional growth in young learners.

Understanding the Role of Big Ideas in Early Childhood
Development

Big ideas for little kids revolve around concepts that transcend rote memorization or basic skills,
encouraging children to think deeply about the world around them. These ideas often encompass
themes such as patterns, cause and effect, community, and change — all tailored to be accessible
and engaging for young minds. Research in developmental psychology underscores that early



exposure to complex thinking not only enhances intellectual capacity but also fosters social-
emotional skills.

A study by the National Association for the Education of Young Children (NAEYC) highlights that
children who engage with meaningful content and big ideas demonstrate improved problem-solving
abilities and greater creativity. Moreover, these children tend to develop stronger language skills,
which are critical in both academic success and interpersonal communication.

Why Are Big Ideas Important for Little Kids?

Introducing big ideas at an early age nurtures several key competencies:

e Critical Thinking: Encouraging children to ask "why" and "how" stimulates analytical
thinking.

e Creativity: Big ideas invite open-ended exploration, allowing children to imagine possibilities
beyond their immediate experience.

e Communication Skills: Discussing abstract concepts enhances vocabulary and expressive
language.

* Emotional Intelligence: Concepts like empathy and cooperation help children navigate
social relationships.

However, the challenge lies in presenting these ideas in a way that resonates with the
developmental stage of early learners, ensuring they are not overwhelmed but rather inspired.

Strategies for Introducing Big Ideas to Young Children

The effective integration of big ideas for little kids demands a thoughtful approach. Educators and
caregivers must balance simplicity with depth, using methods that make complex concepts tangible
and relatable.

Storytelling as a Gateway to Big Ideas

Narratives have long been a powerful tool in early education. Stories naturally incorporate themes
such as friendship, change, and problem-solving, making abstract ideas concrete through characters
and plots. For instance, a story about a community garden can introduce concepts of cooperation,
growth cycles, and environmental stewardship.

According to a 2020 report by the American Academy of Pediatrics, children exposed to diverse
storytelling exhibit enhanced comprehension and empathy. This method also supports language



acquisition and memory retention, crucial for grasping big ideas.

Hands-On Learning and Experiential Activities

Active engagement through play and experimentation allows children to internalize big ideas.
Activities such as building blocks to explore patterns, simple science experiments demonstrating
cause and effect, or role-playing social scenarios help embed abstract concepts in real-world
experience.

Studies show that kinesthetic learning boosts retention rates among young children. For example,
using water play to explore concepts of volume and change of state (solid, liquid) provides both
sensory stimulation and cognitive challenge.

Visual Aids and Concept Mapping

Visual tools simplify complex information, making it accessible for little kids. Picture books,
diagrams, and concept maps can illustrate relationships between ideas, such as the food chain or
weather cycles. These aids support visual learners and help scaffold understanding before moving
on to more abstract reasoning.

Educators often use graphic organizers to break down big ideas into manageable pieces, fostering
comprehension without diluting the content.

Examples of Big Ideas Suitable for Young Learners

Introducing big ideas is not merely about intellectual stimulation; it also involves choosing themes
that are meaningful and engaging for children’s everyday lives. Here are several categories that
have proven effective in early childhood settings:

Patterns and Relationships

Understanding patterns lays the groundwork for mathematical thinking and logical reasoning.
Children can recognize patterns in nature (like seasons or animal markings), music (rhythms), and
even daily routines. Activities might include sorting objects by color or shape, sequencing events, or
predicting outcomes.

Change and Growth

The concept of change is fundamental yet abstract. Teaching children about growth — whether it be
plants, animals, or themselves — introduces time, transformation, and cause-effect dynamics. This
idea can be reinforced through observations, journaling, or caring for living things.



Community and Belonging

Big ideas about social structures, roles, and cooperation encourage children to understand their
place in a group and develop empathy. Discussions and group activities around helping others,
sharing, and fairness enhance social skills and emotional awareness.

Exploration and Curiosity

Encouraging children to ask questions and investigate their environment nurtures a lifelong love of
learning. Big ideas tied to exploration — such as discovery, diversity, and innovation — promote
scientific thinking and resilience.

Challenges and Considerations in Teaching Big Ideas to
Little Kids

While the potential benefits are clear, there are inherent challenges in conveying complex ideas to
young children. One risk is underestimating their capacity, which can lead to overly simplified
content that fails to engage or challenge. Conversely, presenting ideas that are too advanced may
cause frustration or disengagement.

Additionally, cultural and individual differences influence how children interpret big ideas.
Educators must adapt approaches to be inclusive and sensitive to diverse backgrounds and learning
styles.

Another consideration is balancing screen time with hands-on and interpersonal learning. While
digital tools can enhance understanding of big ideas through interactive media, excessive reliance
on screens may detract from experiential learning opportunities.

Balancing Structure and Flexibility

Structured lesson plans around big ideas provide consistency, but flexibility is key to responding to
children’s interests and developmental needs. Observing and listening to children’s questions can
guide educators in deepening or adjusting content.

Parental Involvement and Reinforcement

Parents play a critical role in reinforcing big ideas outside the classroom. Encouraging family
discussions, shared reading, and exploratory play at home supports continuity and deeper
understanding.



Future Directions: Integrating Big Ideas in Early
Childhood Education

The growing emphasis on STEM education and social-emotional learning in early childhood curricula
reflects a shift toward embracing big ideas as central to development. Programs that integrate
interdisciplinary themes, combining science, literacy, and social studies, are gaining traction for
their holistic approach.

Technological advancements, such as augmented reality and interactive learning platforms, offer
new avenues for presenting big ideas in immersive ways. However, ongoing research is needed to
assess their effectiveness and ensure they complement traditional methods.

In conclusion, big ideas for little kids represent a pivotal element in nurturing well-rounded,
thoughtful individuals. By thoughtfully incorporating these concepts through storytelling, play,
visual aids, and meaningful experiences, educators and parents can unlock the vast potential of
young minds, fostering skills that extend far beyond the early years.

Big Ideas For Little Kids

big ideas for little kids: Big Ideas for Little Kids Thomas E. Wartenberg, 2014-05-01 Big
Ideas for Little Kids includes everything a teacher, a parent, or a college student needs to teach
philosophy to elementary school children from picture books. Written in a clear and accessible style,
the book explains why it is important to allow young children access to philosophy during
primary-school education. Wartenberg also gives advice on how to construct a learner-centered
classroom, in which children discuss philosophical issues with one another as they respond to
open-ended questions by saying whether they agree or disagree with what others have said.

big ideas for little kids: Big Ideas for Little Kids Thomas E. Wartenberg, 2009-09-15
Written in a clear and accessible style, this book explains why it is important to allow young children
access to philosophy during primary-school education. For more information, visit
www.teachingchildrenphilosophy.org.

big ideas for little kids: Philosophy in Children's Literature Peter R. Costello, 2012-01-01 This
book seeks to join the ongoing, interdisciplinary approach to children's literature by means of
sustained readings of individual texts by means of important works in the history of philosophy. Its
inclusion of authors from both various departments--philosophy, literature, religion, and
education--and various countries is an attempt to show how traditional boundaries between
disciplines might become more permeable and how philosophy offers important insights to this
interdisciplinary, critical conversation.

big ideas for little kids: Philosophy in Classrooms and Beyond Thomas E. Wartenberg,
2019-04-10 The contributors to this volume describe a range of programs that use picture books to
teach philosophy to diverse audiences. From a pre-school program in which college students to do
the teaching to a program focused on overcoming the legacy of violence and genocide in Mali in
which the teachers write and illustrate their own picture books, the authors demonstrate the impact
that learning philosophy has on diverse communities of young students and their teachers.

big ideas for little kids: Adventures in Reasoning Jason J. Howard, 2015-03-09 Helping
students think more critically, communicate ideas more effectively, and work more cooperatively
with others are goals widely recognized as indispensable to a proper education. Adventures in
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Reasoning: Communal Inquiry Through Fantasy Role-Play provides middle school, high school, and
even post-secondary teachers with a method to cultivate these crucial skill sets in a way that is
engaging, academically rigorous, and also fun. The role-playing approach draws upon the pioneering
notion of the community of inquiry as a vehicle for enhancing student learning and development
through discussing philosophical concepts and issues. Students create characters that they then use
to explore a rich fantasy world filled with practical and conceptual challenges specifically designed
to enhance a wide range of cognitive and communication abilities. Drawing together the appeal of
fantasy narratives with the rigor of communal inquiry, Adventures in Reasoning provides educators
with a rich array of tools through which to engage students’ interests, capture their curiosity, and
cultivate crucial cognitive and social skills. Some additional key features of this book include:
step-by-step instructions on how to implement fantasy-gaming in the classroomtips on how to assess
students’ critical and creative reasoning skillseasy to understand rules for fantasy
role-playingdetailed adventure quests provided that target a wide array of skill setsoverview of the
pedagogical benefits of introducing philosophy and communal inquiry to middle and high school
studentslots of advice and suggestions on how to facilitate an effective community of inquiry and
how to accommodate different class sizes and student abilitiesrecommendations on how to use
fantasy role-playing as a type of service learning in college classrooms

big ideas for little kids: Talk With Your kids: Big Ideas Michael Parker, 2014-05-01 Talk
With Your Kids: Big Ideas is the second in the Talk With Your Kids series by Michael Parker. Once
again Michael stirs up all of those tricky questions that parents often avoid such as ‘what is infinity?’
‘What is democracy?’ Or even ‘can I own a gun?’ Big Ideas has over 75 conversations for parents to
have with their children to try and tackle those large questions about life and the universe. Michael
Parker promotes the use of the questions for a platform fordiscussion with children, which will
engage them more than a simple read of a book. Michael uses varied formatting such as: the use of
multiple choice questions, visual scenarios or open ended questions to engage both children and
parents alike and stimulate discussion. Talk With Your Kids: Big Ideas is a tool for parents to help
their children understand aspects of the world that they might not even understand in the first
place.

big ideas for little kids: JSL Vol 24-N3 JOURNAL OF SCHOOL LEADERSHIP, 2014-05-22 The
Journal of School Leadership is broadening the conversation about schools and leadership and is
currently accepting manuscripts. We welcome manuscripts based on cutting-edge research from a
wide variety of theoretical perspectives and methodological orientations. The editorial team is
particularly interested in working with international authors, authors from traditionally marginalized
populations, and in work that is relevant to practitioners around the world. Growing numbers of
educators and professors look to the six bimonthly issues to: deal with problems directly related to
contemporary school leadership practice teach courses on school leadership and policy use as a
quality reference in writing articles about school leadership and improvement.

big ideas for little kids: 100 Ideas for Primary Teachers: Questioning Peter Worley,
2019-01-10 No matter what you teach, there is a 100 Ideas title for you! The 100 Ideas series offers
teachers practical, easy-to-implement strategies and activities for the classroom. Each author is an
expert in their field and is passionate about sharing best practice with their peers. Each title
includes at least ten additional extra-creative Bonus Ideas that won't fail to inspire and engage all
learners. Questioning is key to effective teaching and learning, yet practical questioning strategies
that are immediately useable in the classroom can be hard to come by. 100 Ideas for Primary
Teachers: Questioning presents practical strategies, games and activities not only to help teachers
improve their own questioning in the classroom, but also to allow pupils to develop an understanding
of how they too can ask effective questions to develop their learning. Using philosophical
approaches including ownership, authenticity, balance and Socratic principles, Peter Worley,
co-founder of The Philosophy Foundation, provides guidance and ideas on how questioning can help
pupils reach the next step and activate their own thinking. He also encourages teachers to reflect on
their practice and the effect of questioning on children's progress. The ideas in this book are




applicable to all subjects in a primary teacher's curriculum and are ideal for establishing good
questioning strategies and a solid understanding of this core element of teaching.

big ideas for little kids: Theory for Beginners Kenneth B. Kidd, 2020-11-03 Since its
inception in the 1970s, the Philosophy for Children movement (P4C) has affirmed children’s
literature as important philosophical work. Theory, meanwhile, has invested in children’s classics,
especially Lewis Carroll’s Alice books, and has also developed a literature for beginners that
resembles children’s literature in significant ways. Offering a novel take on this phenomenon,
Theory for Beginners explores how philosophy and theory draw on children’s literature and have
even come to resemble it in their strategies for cultivating the child and/or the beginner. Examining
everything from the rise of French Theory in the United States to the crucial pedagogies offered in
children’s picture books, from Alison Bechdel’s graphic memoir Are You My Mother? and Lemony
Snicket’s A Series of Unfortunate Events to studies of queer childhood, Kenneth B. Kidd deftly
reveals the way in which children may learn from philosophy and vice versa.

big ideas for little kids: Thinking Through Stories Thomas E. Wartenberg, 2022-02-20 This
book provides justification and instruction for exploring philosophy with children, especially by using
picture books to initiate philosophical discussion. By demonstrating to teachers, and others that
picture books often embed philosophical issues into their narratives, and that this makes picture
books a natural place to go to help young children investigate philosophical issues, the author offers
a straightforward approach to engaging young students. In particular, this volume highlights how
philosophical dialogue enhances children’s sense of self, provides a safe space for the discussion of
issues that they are confronted with in living their lives, and develops an admirable method for
resolving conflict that the children can use in other contexts.

big ideas for little kids: Philosophy for Young Children Berys Gaut, Morag Gaut, 2013-03-01
With this book, any teacher can start teaching philosophy to children today! Co-written by a
professor of philosophy and a practising primary school teacher, Philosophy for Young Children is a
concise, practical guide for teachers. It contains detailed session plans for 36 philosophical enquiries
- enough for a year’s work - that have all been successfully tried, tested and enjoyed with young
children from the age of three upwards. The enquiries explore a range of stimulating philosophical
questions about fairness, the environment, friendship, inclusion, sharing, right and wrong, manners,
beauty, pictures, the emotions, dreaming and reality. All the stories, drawings and photographs that
you’ll need to carry out the enquiries are provided and can be used with your children directly from
the book. Each step-by step enquiry includes: The philosophical topic and the aim of the enquiry The
stimuli you’ll need Questions to ask the children Possible answers to help move the discussion
forward Ideas to help you summarise and extend the enquiry. If you are an Early Years or primary
school teacher, this complete resource will enable you to introduce philosophy to your children
quickly and with confidence.

big ideas for little kids: Philosophical Adventures with Fairy Tales Wendy C. Turgeon,
2020-04-08 Often we think of fairy tales as written for little children as entertainment. But fairy tales
are much more and invite young and old alike to reflect on serious philosophical themes. This book
offers readers opportunities to engage in philosophical dialogue over a range of important concepts
such as truth, goodness, beauty, fairness, and many more. The prompts for these reflections will be
fairy tales. In addition to offering guidelines for building a philosophical community with children
and young people, the reader will read familiar stories with fresh eyes and encounter new ideas with
surprising connections to contemporary issues and concerns. Parents will enjoy sharing a tale with
their child and journeying into the big questions that fascinate children. Teens will relish the chance
to revisit a favorite fairy tale but as now addressing their own questions and concerns. Finally,
adults who are intrigued by philosophy can explore the power of stories, fairy tales, to bring forward
serious questions of justice, identity, and meaning making. The values of doing philosophy are many:
developing our critical thinking ability, learning how to question and explore alternative ideas,
building good arguments for our positions, listening to those who may see the world differently than
we do and learning to engage them in meaningful dialogue. The value of using fairy tales is their



accessibility to a wide audience, their innate appeal to our imagination, and their magical ability to
make us ponder.

big ideas for little kids: Ethics for the Very Young Erik Kenyon, Diane Terorde-Doyle,
Sharon Carnahan, 2019-02-08 Can you be brave if you're afraid? Why do we “know better” and do
things anyway? What makes a family? Philosophers have wrestled with such questions for centuries.
They are also the stuff of playground debates. Ethics for the Very Young uses the perplexities of
young children’s lives to spark philosophical dialogue. Its lessons scaffold discussion through
executive function games (Telephone, Red Light Green Light), dialogic reading of picture books and
Reggio Emilia’s art-based inquiry. In the process, children develop skills of dialogue and critical
thinking through increased selective attention, self-control, cognitive flexibility and perspective
taking. While the elements of this method are familiar, they are here fused into an organic whole
grounded in the history of philosophy and defended by current work in developmental psychology.
Building on Wartenberg’s Big Ideas for Little Kids, the present curriculum uses a series of 23 picture
books to frame discussions of character, bravery, self-control, friendship, the greater good, respect
and care. Its goal is not to “teach morals” but to help children articulate and develop their own
perspectives through dialogue with each other. Each lesson presents teachers’ reflections on how
this exploration of life's enduring questions transformed their school’s culture.

big ideas for little kids: Home Learning Year by Year, Revised and Updated Rebecca
Rupp, 2020-01-21 A comprehensive guide to designing homeschool curriculum, from one of the
country’s foremost homeschooling experts—now revised and updated! Homeschooling can be a
tremendous gift to your children—a personalized educational experience tailored to each kid’s
interests, abilities, and learning styles. But what to teach, and when, and how? Especially for
first-time homeschoolers, the prospect of tackling an annual curriculum can be daunting. In Home
Learning Year by Year, Rebecca Rupp presents comprehensive plans from preschool through high
school, covering integral subjects for each grade, with lists of topics commonly presented at each
level, recommended resource and reading lists, and suggestions for creative alternative options and
approaches. Included, along with all the educational basics, are techniques and resources for
teaching everything from philosophy to engineering, as well as suggestions for dealing with such
sensitive topics as sex education. Now revised throughout with all-new updates featuring the most
effective and up-to-date methods and reading guides to homeschool your child at all ages, Home
Learning Year by Year continues to be the definitive book for the homeschooling parent.

big ideas for little kids: Positive Psychology in the Elementary School Classroom Patty
O'Grady, 2013-02-26 This text will present the basics of positive psychology to educators and
provide interactive resources to enrich teachers' proficiency when using positive psychology in the
classroom.

big ideas for little kids: Beyond Bystanders Nimrod Aloni, Lori Weintrob, 2017-04-17 Beyond
Bystanders calls for a shift in the professional self-image of teachers from agents of socialization to
active advocates of human flourishing, social justice, and world betterment. The editors propose that
it is irresponsible for teachers to posit themselves as bystanders and to conceive of globalization as
something happening to them. Their role as educators in all disciplines must be to establish
educational leadership that would empower students to critically evaluate developing global realities
- mass migrations, socioeconomic inequalities, global warming, and the dehumanizing effects of
submission to social media and consumerism - and achieve the overarching goals of humanization
and facilitation of the fulfilling life. A shared commitment to humanist ethics, pedagogical activism,
and social engagement at Kibbutzim College of Education (Tel Aviv) and Wagner College (New York)
sparked this collaboration. The authors of the book include educational thinkers such as Nel
Noddings, Michael Apple, David Hansen, Pasi Sahlberg, and Wiel Veugelers as well as scholars and
practitioners from six different countries and diverse professional and cultural backgrounds. An
essential part of our educational enterprise must involve promoting intercultural opportunities,
confronting cultural ills and ensuring that civic engagement is more attuned to political realities.
Educators in all disciplines can reframe their teaching and schools to be more cooperative and




civic-minded and challenge views of marginalized, immigrant, undocumented and refugee
communities as strangers. “Education is not only about teaching people to read and to write. It is
about teaching human rights and cultural diversity, nourishing peace and fostering inclusive and
sustainable development ... I wish to commend Kibbutzim College of Education and Wagner College
for joining forces to compile this volume to inspire readers in crafting new models of intellectual and
intercultural understanding.” - Irina Bokova, Director-General of UNESCO (from the Foreword)

big ideas for little kids: Reading and Writing Pathways through Children’s and Young
Adult Literature Alicia Curtin, 2022-07-29 This thought-provoking book will provide masters
students, teachers and researchers with a toolkit and theoretical framework for teaching literacy
through children's literature. It features innovative ideas for developing student and teacher
experiences with literature and popular culture texts in the classroom, providing practical examples
and teaching aids throughout. Taking a collaborative approach, Curtin explores how teachers and
learners can engage with literature and its authors for the development of literacy in classroom
practice. Connecting reader and writer identities and worlds through interviews with and suggested
classroom activities from authors themselves, this text combines author, teacher and learner
perspectives in the development of creative pedagogies that extend understandings of literacy
beyond reading, writing and text. Exploring fairy-tales, comic books and graphic novels, children
living in literature (i.e., texts which portray children, their lives and experiences), popular culture,
young adult fiction, and non-fiction and digital texts such as blogs etc, this text develops a
sociocultural understanding of literacy as a lived and contextually dependent practice where
meaning is derived through relationships between people, settings and culture. Different contexts
for literacy are explored, including reading and writing strategically (to learn about literacy and
literature), widely (for personal purposes) and deeply (to transform understanding) (Short, 2011).
This text will be an invaluable resource for teachers, researchers or anyone interested in reading
and writing stories. The author interviews will also be of particular interest to older learners
themselves as a way to develop their understanding of their own reading and writing practices.
Pedagogies can be adapted to any age group, ranging from the early years to young adult.

big ideas for little kids: The Little Book of Big Ideas for Dads and Daughters Jay
Payleitner, 2017-04-25 Build a Connection with Your DaughterThat Will Last a Lifetime You want to
be closer to your daughter. You want her life to be filled with joy, beauty, and wonder. But you also
want to protect her from a world that can be hurtful...and even dangerous. This one-of-a-kind book
features over fifty fun and practical ways to build a great relationship with your girl. Bestselling
author Jay Payleitner offers proven strategies to help your daughter succeed in all areas of her life,
such as her relationship with her mom, friends, and other adults personal faith, spiritual gifts, and
finding her place in this world romantic relationships and future husband From charm bracelets to
daddy-daughter dances to walking her down the aisle, these big ideas will help you create a
father-daughter connection that lasts a lifetime.

big ideas for little kids: Intentional Disruption: Expanding Access to Philosophy Stephen
Kekoa Miller, 2021-09-07 'Intentional Disruption: Expanding Access to Philosophy' is intended for
those interested in pre-college philosophy; the nine contributions within cover a wide array of
approaches to bringing philosophy to younger students in a number of new settings. The chapters in
this book describe programs taking place across the United States—some inside school and some in
unexpected settings such as camps, art museums and nature trails—and offer help to those who
want to establish or enrich philosophy programs at pre-college levels while discussing an underlying
philosophy and the challenges the programs have faced. At a time when institutional philosophy is
imperiled, the programs in this volume point towards new directions being forged to bring the
benefits of doing philosophy to more people. This volume will be of particular interest to those
interested in pre-college philosophy, and it is intended for philosophy professors, graduate students
in philosophy or education, and philosophy teachers in pre-college settings. 'Intentional Disruption:
Expanding Access to Philosophy' will also be helpful to school administrators, parents and
philosophy camps instructors.



big ideas for little kids: Starting Points in Critical Language Pedagogy Graham V.
Crookes, Arman Abednia, 2022-01-01 Critical language pedagogy, also sometimes referred to as
critical ELT, where English is the primary language involved, has a literature in which theoretical
and specialized work has outstripped more practically-oriented material. Nevertheless, even
practically-oriented publications in this area tend to address the experienced, well-resourced
teacher, as opposed to those beginning in this area, or those without much professional support.
With a view to helping prepare second language teachers to begin to engage with critical language
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