
a gathering of old men characters
**Exploring the Depths of a Gathering of Old Men Characters**

a gathering of old men characters instantly evokes images of a tightly knit group of
elderly men, each carrying a wealth of stories, wisdom, and history. This phrase
specifically calls to mind Ernest J. Gaines’s powerful novel *A Gathering of Old Men*, a
story that delves into themes of justice, community, and racial tension in the American
South. The characters in this novel aren’t just figures on a page; they represent the
complex interplay of human emotions, societal pressures, and cultural heritage. In this
article, we'll take a deep dive into the characters that make this story so compelling,
exploring their roles, personalities, and the broader significance they hold.

Understanding the Core Characters in A
Gathering of Old Men

At the heart of *A Gathering of Old Men* lies a group of elderly black men who come
together in a decisive moment to protect one of their own. These characters are more than
just individuals; they embody the collective spirit of a community confronting injustice.
Each character’s background, personality, and motivations enrich the narrative, making
their gathering a profound statement on courage and solidarity.

Mose Ambrose: The Central Figure

Mose Ambrose is the old man whose defense prompts the gathering. His character is
emblematic of resilience and quiet strength. Despite his age and the hardships he has
endured, Mose stands firm against oppression. His role as a symbol of dignity and
resistance is crucial, and understanding his character helps readers grasp the emotional
core of the story.

Cajun Men and Their Perspectives

The gathering of old men characters also includes several Cajun men who represent a
different facet of the community. Their perspectives and reactions add complexity to the
narrative, highlighting the racial and cultural divides that exist. These characters
challenge and complement the black elders, creating a dynamic interplay that drives the
story forward.

Thematic Significance of the Characters

The characters in *A Gathering of Old Men* are not just individuals; they are vessels



through which Ernest J. Gaines explores bigger themes like justice, racial inequality, and
the power of community. By examining their interactions and development, readers can
see how the novel comments on societal issues that remain relevant today.

Justice and Retribution

One of the most striking aspects of the characters is how they collectively seek justice.
Their gathering is a form of protest, a stand against systemic racism and the failure of the
legal system. Each man's decision to claim responsibility for a shooting is a powerful act of
defiance and unity. This collective action speaks volumes about the importance of shared
courage and the fight for dignity.

Community and Solidarity

The gathering underscores the strength found in community bonds. The characters’
willingness to come together despite their differences and personal histories reveals a
deep sense of solidarity. This unity challenges the isolation that often accompanies age
and marginalization, showing how communal ties can empower individuals.

Character Dynamics and Relationships

The interactions among the gathering of old men characters provide insight into their
personalities and histories. The relationships between them—whether based on friendship,
respect, or past conflicts—add layers to the narrative, making it richer and more
authentic.

Intergenerational Interactions

While the focus is on the old men, younger characters also play a role in the story,
allowing for moments of reflection on legacy and generational change. These interactions
highlight how the values and struggles of the older generation influence those who come
after them, creating a continuum of cultural memory.

Conflict and Resolution Among the Characters

Tensions inevitably arise during such a charged gathering. Some characters initially resist
the plan or harbor doubts about its success. These conflicts are important because they
humanize the characters, showing that solidarity does not mean uniformity, and that real
courage often involves grappling with fear and uncertainty.



How the Characters Enhance the Narrative’s
Impact

The depth and authenticity of the gathering of old men characters are what make the story
resonate so strongly with readers. Their voices bring emotional weight and nuance to the
themes explored in the novel.

Authentic Dialogue and Voice

Gaines’s use of vernacular and distinct character voices adds to the realism of the story.
Each character speaks in a way that reflects their background and personality, making
them feel like real people rather than mere archetypes. This authenticity helps readers
connect more deeply with the narrative.

Symbolism Through Characters

Many of the characters function symbolically, representing broader ideas such as
resistance, tradition, or change. Understanding these symbolic roles can enrich one’s
reading experience and offer insights into the novel’s broader social commentary.

Bringing A Gathering of Old Men Characters to
Life in Adaptations

The power of these characters extends beyond the book, as *A Gathering of Old Men* has
been adapted for stage and screen. These adaptations strive to capture the essence of the
characters and the story’s emotional intensity.

Challenges of Portraying the Characters on Screen

Translating such rich characters to film or theater requires careful attention to their
complexity. Actors must convey not only the surface-level traits but also the underlying
emotions and histories that define them. Successful adaptations often focus on ensemble
performances to capture the spirit of the gathering.

The Importance of Cultural Context in Adaptations

To truly honor the characters, adaptations must respect the cultural and historical context
of the story. This involves a nuanced portrayal of race relations, community dynamics, and
the rural Southern setting that shapes the characters’ lives.



Lessons from a Gathering of Old Men Characters

Beyond the literary world, the characters from *A Gathering of Old Men* offer valuable
lessons about resilience, justice, and the importance of standing together in the face of
adversity. Their stories encourage readers to reflect on their own communities and the
power of collective action.

Embracing Courage in Difficult Times

The characters’ bravery serves as a reminder that courage often comes in quiet, steadfast
forms. Their example shows how standing up for what is right can be a collective effort
that transcends individual fears.

Valuing Community Bonds

The strong bonds among the men in the story highlight the importance of community
support systems, especially for older adults. This is a timely message in today’s world,
where many elderly individuals face isolation and marginalization.

Through the rich tapestry of characters in *A Gathering of Old Men*, Ernest J. Gaines
crafts a narrative that is as much about personal stories as it is about broader social
issues. The gathering of old men characters not only drives the plot but also invites
readers to engage with themes of justice, identity, and human dignity in a deeply
meaningful way.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is the main protagonist in 'A Gathering of Old
Men'?
The main protagonist is Candy Marshall, a white woman who owns the plantation where
the story takes place.

What role does Mathu play in 'A Gathering of Old Men'?
Mathu is one of the old men who stands up to protect the accused and symbolizes strength
and resilience in the African American community.

How is Lou Dimes characterized in the novel?
Lou Dimes is a white sheriff who is caught between maintaining law and order and
understanding the racial tensions in the community.



What is the significance of the character Clatoo?
Clatoo is an elder who represents wisdom and the deep-rooted history of the African
American community on the plantation.

Who is Beau Boutan in 'A Gathering of Old Men'?
Beau Boutan is a white farmer whose son’s death triggers the central conflict of the story.

How does Candy Marshall's character influence the
story?
Candy Marshall acts as a mediator and protector, showing courage by inviting the old men
to her home and standing against racial injustice.

What themes are highlighted through the characters in
'A Gathering of Old Men'?
Themes of racial tension, justice, courage, community solidarity, and the struggle against
oppression are highlighted through the characters.

Are the characters in 'A Gathering of Old Men' based on
real people?
The characters are fictional but inspired by real social and racial dynamics in the
American South.

How does the author portray the old men collectively in
the novel?
The old men are portrayed as united and defiant, standing together to challenge systemic
racism and injustice.

Additional Resources
A Gathering of Old Men Characters: An In-Depth Exploration of Strength, Identity, and
Community

a gathering of old men characters form the backbone of Ernest J. Gaines’s poignant
novel, *A Gathering of Old Men*. This powerful narrative delves into themes of racial
tension, justice, and resilience in the American South. The characters serve not only as
individuals but also as emblematic figures representing a collective struggle against
oppression and the fight for dignity. Understanding these characters is pivotal to
appreciating the novel’s social and cultural layers, making an analysis of the gathering
both necessary and revealing.



Character Overview and Their Symbolic Roles

At the heart of *A Gathering of Old Men* lies a group of elderly African American men who
come together to protect a younger man accused of a crime. The characters are not
merely participants in the plot; they symbolize the strength, wisdom, and enduring spirit
of a marginalized community. Each character offers a unique perspective shaped by
personal history, age, and experience, enriching the story's texture.

Chester “Beau” Boutan: The Catalyst

Chester Boutan serves as a crucial figure who initiates the gathering. His decision to call
upon the old men to stand united against racial injustice highlights his leadership and
courage. Beau’s role is instrumental in transforming the gathering from a mere social
meeting into an act of collective defiance. His character challenges the stereotype of the
passive elder, instead presenting the old man as a beacon of moral fortitude.

Mathu: The Unyielding Patriarch

Among the most compelling characters is Mathu, an elderly black man known for his
unwavering principles and dignity. Mathu’s refusal to back down when confronted by
white authority figures encapsulates the novel’s theme of resistance. His character
embodies the historical struggle of African Americans in the South, offering a personal
narrative that resonates with broader social issues.

The Diverse Voices Within the Gathering

The old men are not a monolithic group; their personalities range from the docile to the
defiant, the cautious to the outspoken. This diversity enriches the narrative, illustrating
the multifaceted nature of community responses to oppression. For instance, characters
like Lou Dimes and Candy Marshall provide contrasting attitudes toward the events,
reflecting internal conflicts and varying generational outlooks.

Thematic Significance of the Characters

The characters in *A Gathering of Old Men* are central to the novel’s exploration of
identity, justice, and communal solidarity. Their collective action disrupts the traditional
power dynamics in the racially segregated South, making their gathering a symbolic stand
against systemic racism.



Justice and Retribution

The old men’s united front in taking responsibility for the shooting of a white man
challenges the prevailing legal and social order. This act raises important questions about
justice—legal versus moral—and the lengths to which oppressed communities must go to
assert their rights. The characters personify this tension, making their narratives essential
to understanding the novel’s critique of racial injustice.

Memory and Oral Tradition

The elderly characters also serve as custodians of memory and oral history. Their stories
and recollections offer insight into past injustices and the ongoing struggle for equality.
This aspect underscores the importance of intergenerational dialogue and the
transmission of cultural identity through storytelling.

Character Dynamics and Interpersonal Relations

The interactions among the old men and between them and other characters, such as the
white sheriff and the accused young man, provide a rich field for analysis. These dynamics
reveal the complexities of race relations and community solidarity.

Unity in Diversity

Despite their differences, the old men’s solidarity is a central theme. Their gathering
becomes a powerful statement about the strength found in unity, particularly among
marginalized groups. The characters’ willingness to stand together in the face of
intimidation exemplifies a collective empowerment rarely depicted in literature focused on
elder characters.

Intergenerational Connections

The presence of younger characters juxtaposed with the gathering of elders highlights
generational shifts in attitudes and experiences. The old men’s role as protectors and
mentors reinforces themes of legacy and the transmission of cultural values.

Comparative Analysis with Other Literary Works

In the broader context of African American literature, *A Gathering of Old Men* shares
thematic parallels with works such as Richard Wright’s *Native Son* and Ralph Ellison’s
*Invisible Man*, particularly in its portrayal of racial tension and identity. However,



Gaines’s focus on elder characters as active agents of change offers a unique perspective.

Portrayal of Elderly Characters in African American
Literature

Unlike many narratives where elderly characters are sidelined, Gaines places them at the
forefront. This approach challenges common literary tropes, showcasing the vitality and
agency of older individuals within their communities.

Impact on Contemporary Discussions

The novel’s character ensemble continues to resonate in contemporary dialogues about
race, age, and justice. The old men’s gathering can be seen as a precursor to modern
movements emphasizing community solidarity and intergenerational activism.

Conclusion: The Enduring Legacy of a Gathering

The characters in *A Gathering of Old Men* are more than mere participants in a story;
they are embodiments of resilience, courage, and communal strength. Their gathering
transcends the novel’s immediate plot, offering a profound commentary on the human
condition and social justice. By examining these characters through an analytical lens,
readers gain a deeper appreciation of Gaines’s work and the enduring power of
storytelling to illuminate complex social realities.

A Gathering Of Old Men Characters

  a gathering of old men characters: A Gathering of Old Men Ernest J. Gaines, This stage
adaptation is about a white Cajun farmer shot dead outside of a home of an elderly black man named
Mathu. After the murder, Candy Marshall, a headstrong owner of the plantation, starts to gather
around all the men to bring all shotguns and take the blame for the farmer’s murder.
  a gathering of old men characters: The Romance of Authenticity Jeff Karem, 2004 To what
extent has the demand for a vicarious experience of other cultures fuelled the expectation that the
most important task for writers is to capture and convey authentic cultural material? This text
argues that authenticity is in fact a restrictive category of literary judgment.
  a gathering of old men characters: Porch Talk with Ernest Gaines Marcia Gaudet, Carl
Wooton, 1999-03-01 Ernest J. Gaines, the author of many acclaimed works of fiction, including The
Autobiography of Miss Jane Pittman and A Gathering of Old Men, was born in 1933 in the small
south Louisiana town of Oscar. In his childhood the center of his world was the old slave quarters on
the River Lake Plantation, where five generations of his family lived. All of Gaines’s books have been
set in this general area of Louisiana, and though none of his work is strictly autobiographical, his
writing bears the distinctive stamp of the rural folk culture amid which he was raised. Marcia
Gaudet and Carl Wooton’s Porch Talk with Ernest Gaines is a collection of interviews conducted on

https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-164/a-gathering-of-old-men-characters.pdf


the porch of Gaines’s home in Lafayette, Louisiana, where he is writer-in-residence at the University
of Southwestern Louisiana. Gaines talks about a variety of topics, including the influence of other
writers—among them Faulkner, Hemingway, and Mark Twain—on his style and the importance of
oral tradition and folk culture to his writing. He discusses the major themes of his work, such as
survival with dignity and the search for manhood, and he describes the relationships among the
black, Creole, and Cajun communities of south Louisiana and how they have been portrayed in his
fiction. Gaines also comments on the craft of writing, his role as a teacher, the film versions of some
of his books, his relationships with his agent and editors, and his work in progress. This is the first
book-length work on Gaines to be published. It will be of importance to scholars and students of
American literature, particularly southern and Afro-American literature, because it gives the reader
valuable insights into Gaines’s life and writing. The format and conversational tone of the book will
also appeal to the audience drawn to Gaines’s fiction.
  a gathering of old men characters: A Gathering of Old Men Ernest J. Gaines, 1992 The
murder of a white Cajun farmer named Boutan unleashes a fury of buried hatred and defiance, as
Sheriff Mapes tries to indentify the killer and prevent revenge
  a gathering of old men characters: Ernest J. Gaines Dennis Abrams, 2013-11 Winner of the
National Book Critics Circle Award for his 1993 novel;A Lesson Before Dying, recipient of the
National Humanities Medal, and author of the classic;The Autobiography of Miss Jane Pittman,
Ernest J.
  a gathering of old men characters: Ernest J. Gaines Marcia Gaudet, 2019-04-29 As the
acclaimed author of The Autobiography of Miss Jane Pittman and A Lesson Before Dying, Ernest J.
Gaines (b. 1933) has been publishing stories and novels for more than sixty years. His brilliant
portrayals of race, community, and culture in rural south Louisiana have made him one of the most
respected and beloved living American writers. Ernest J. Gaines: Conversations brings together the
author’s own thoughts and words in interviews that range from 1994 to 2017, discussing his life, his
work, and his literary legacy. The interviews cover all of Gaines’s works, including his two latest
books, Mozart and Leadbelly: Stories and Essays (2005) and The Tragedy of Brady Sims (2017). The
book provides a retrospective of his work from the viewpoint of a senior writer, now eighty-five years
old, and gives an important international perspective on Gaines and his work. Among the many
things Gaines discusses in his interviews are the recurrent themes in his works: the search for
manhood, the importance of personal responsibility and standing with dignity, the problems of
fathers and sons, and the challenges of race and racism in America. He examines his fictional world
and his strong sense of place, his role as teacher and mentor, the importance of strong women in his
life, and the influence of spirituality, religion, and music on his work. He also talks about
storytelling, the nature of narrative, writing as a journey, and how he sees himself as a storyteller.
  a gathering of old men characters: Race Mixing Suzanne W. Jones, 2006-02-15 In the
southern United States, there remains a deep need among both black and white writers to examine
the topic of race relations, whether they grew up during segregation or belong to the younger
generation that graduated from integrated schools. In Race Mixing, Suzanne Jones offers insightful
and provocative readings of contemporary novels, the work of a wide range of writers—black and
white, established and emerging. Their stories explore the possibilities of cross-racial friendships,
examine the repressed history of interracial love, reimagine the Civil Rights era through children's
eyes, herald the reemergence of the racially mixed character, investigate acts of racial violence, and
interrogate both rural and urban racial dynamics. Employing a dynamic model of the relationship
between text and context, Jones shows how more than thirty relevant writers—including Madison
Smartt Bell, Larry Brown, Bebe Moore Campbell, Thulani Davis, Ellen Douglas, Ernest Gaines,
Josephine Humphreys, Randall Kenan, Reynolds Price, Alice Walker, and Tom Wolfe—illuminate the
complexities of the color line and the problems in defining racial identity today. While an earlier
generation of black and white southern writers challenged the mythic unity of southern communities
in order to lay bare racial divisions, Jones finds in the novels of contemporary writers a challenge to
the mythic sameness within racial communities—and a broader definition of community and identity.



Closely reading these stories about race in America, Race Mixing ultimately points to new ways of
thinking about race relations. We need these fictions, Jones writes, to help us imagine our way out of
the social structures and mind-sets that mythologize the past, fragment individuals, prejudge people,
and divide communities.
  a gathering of old men characters: Deep Talk Debra Walker King, 1998 King (English, U. of
Florida) draws on the work of Kristeva, Bakhtin, and Henry Louis Gates Jr. to explore the
interpretive guidelines necessary to read what she calls the metatext of names, where these chosen
words comment on and revise the action in a novel by giving voice to unspoken themes and events.
Annotation copyrighted by Book News, Inc., Portland, OR
  a gathering of old men characters: Volker Schlondorff's Cinema Hans Bernhard Moeller,
George L Lellis, 2012-10-31 Volker Schlöndorff’s Cinema: Adaptation, Politics and the
“Movie-Appropriate”examines the work of major postwar Germandirector Volker Schlöndorff in
historical, economic, and artistic contexts. Incorporating a film-by-film, twenty-eight chapter study,
Hans-Bernhard Moeller & George Lellis reveal a complexity and formalambitiousness of Schlöndorff
that is comparable to that found in Wenders, Herzog, andFassbinder. In spite of Schlöndorff’s
successes with films like The Lost Honor ofKatharina Blum and The Tin Drum, as well as his
acclaimed work in the U.S. with Death of a Salesman, Gathering of Old Men and The Handmaid’s
Tale, this is the first in-depthcritical study of the filmmaker’s career. In the context of film and
television history, this book relates Schlöndorff’s oeuvre to the New German Cinema, to his
formative years as a student and production assistant in France, and to his roots in the Weimar
cinema’s tradition. It reveals how Schlöndorff entered into the German film production system in the
1960s, how he came to rely on German public television in the 1970s, and then moved to the
international and American financing in the 1980s, attempting to redevelop the Babelsberg studios
in a 1990s post-Wall Germany while continuing to make his own films into the 21st century. The
book captures how Schlöndorff’s nearly half century of ongoing creativity and productivity ties
together. The authors analyze the artistry of each Schlöndorff movie arguing that his output as a
whole embodies a provocative and sometimes contradictory set of balances. Schlöndorff combines
commercial interest with significant artistic ambition, blends the kinesthetic pleasures of moving
images with the seriousness of fine literature, links the intensity of individualized personal
experience to an awareness of broader political issues, and represents a specifically German
sensibility even as he reaches out to the international audiences. The authors demonstrate the
cyclical recurrence in his cinema of certain themes (individual and collective rebellion, fascist
suppression, masochistic love), narrative patterns (the Western, the thriller, the subjective mood
piece), and stylistic approaches (Brechtian Verfremdung, the creation of careful leitmotif structures,
the use of the grotesque). In over thirty years of filmmaking, Schlöndorff has produced a remarkable
unified body of work that deserves the attention of a book-length study. Authors Hans-Bernhard
Moeller and George Lellis offer the first such study of its kind. Volker Schlöndorff’s Cinema:
Adaptation, Politics, and the “Movie-Appropriate” features forty-one illustrations.
  a gathering of old men characters: The ^AOxford Handbook of the Literature of the U.S.
South Fred Hobson, Barbara Ladd, 2016-01-04 The Oxford Handbook of the Literature of the U.S.
South brings together contemporary views of the literature of the region in a series of chapters
employing critical tools not traditionally used in approaching Southern literature. As well as
canonical Southern writers, it examines Native American literature, Latina/o literature, Asian
American as well as African American literatures, Caribbean studies, sexuality studies, the
relationship of literature to film, and a number of other topics which are relatively new to the field.
  a gathering of old men characters: The World Is Our Home Jeffrey J. Folks, Nancy Summers
Folks, 2021-10-21 Since the early 1970s southern fiction has been increasingly attentive to social
issues, including the continuing struggles for racial justice and gender equality, the loss of a sense of
social community, and the decline of a coherent regional identity. The essays in The World Is Our
Home focus on writers who have explicitly addressed social and cultural issues in their fiction and
drama, including Dorothy Allison, Horton Foote, Ernest J. Gaines, Jill McCorkle, Walker Percy, Lee



Smith, William Styron, Alice Walker, and many others. The contributors provide valuable insights
into the transformation of southern culture over the past thirty years and probe the social and
cultural divisions that persist. The collection makes an important case for the centrality of social
critique in contemporary southern fiction.
  a gathering of old men characters: Ernest J. Gaines Karen Carmean, 1998-07-28 Drawing on
his rich Louisiana past, Ernest J. Gaines creates a fictional world representative of the human
experience. His work explores the complex racial relationships—so much a part of Southern history
and culture—and the unwritten and unspoken conventions of caste and class. Often structured
around journeys of discovery, Gaines' works affirm the integrity of the individual and the
unequivocal place in American life for Americans of African descent. This study offers a clear,
accessible reading of Gaines' fiction. It analyzes in turn all of Gaines' novels as well as his collection
of short stories. A complete bibliography of Gaines' fiction, as well as selected reviews and criticism,
completes the study. Following a biographical chapter on Gaines' life, an overview of his fiction
explores his work in light of his literary heritage and use of genre. Each of the following chapters
examines an individual novel: Catherine Carmier (1964), Of Love and Dust (1967), The
Autobiography of Miss Jane Pittman (1971), In My Father's House (1978), A Gathering of Old Men
(1983), A Lesson Before Dying (1994), and a collection of short stories, Bloodline (1968). The
discussion of each work includes sections on plot and character development, thematic issues, and
an alternative critical approach from which to read the novel. Carmean shows how each of Gaines'
novels focuses on themes of personal value and place and affirms the need for recognizing the value
of the individual, regardless of race. This study will help readers to understand the compelling issue
of human relationships raised by Gaines and to see why he is one of America's finest writers.
  a gathering of old men characters: Black Manhood in James Baldwin, Ernest J. Gaines,
and August Wilson Keith Clark, 2022-08-15 Challenging the standard portrayals of Black men in
African American literature From Frederick Douglass to the present, the preoccupation of black
writers with manhood and masculinity is a constant. Black Manhood in James Baldwin, Ernest J.
Gaines, and August Wilson explores how in their own work three major African American writers
contest classic portrayals of black men in earlier literature, from slave narratives through the great
novels of Richard Wright and Ralph Ellison. Keith Clark examines short stories, novels, and plays by
Baldwin, Gaines, and Wilson, arguing that since the 1950s the three have interrupted and radically
dismantled the constricting literary depictions of black men who equate selfhood with victimization,
isolation, and patriarchy. Instead, they have reimagined black men whose identity is grounded in
community, camaraderie, and intimacy. Delivering original and startling insights, this book will
appeal to scholars and students of African American literature, gender studies, and narratology.
  a gathering of old men characters: Tracing Southern Storytelling in Black and White Sarah
Gilbreath Ford, 2014-10-15 Explores how both black and white southern writers such as Joel
Chandler Harris, Charles Chesnutt, Zora Neale Hurston, William Faulkner, Eudora Welty, Ralph
Ellison, Ellen Douglas, and Ernest Gaines have employed oral storytelling in literature Tracing
Southern Storytelling in Black and White is a study of the historical use of oral storytelling by
southern writers in written works. In each chapter, Sarah Gilbreath Ford pairs a white and an
African American writer to highlight points of confluence in black and white southern oral traditions.
She argues that the connections between white and African American southern writers run deeper
than critics have yet explored, and she uses textual comparisons to examine the racial mixing of oral
culture. On porches, in kitchens, and on the pages of their work, black and white southerners
exchanged not just stories but strategies for telling stories. As a boy, Joel Chandler Harris listened to
the stories of African American slaves, and he devised a framework to turn the oral stories into
written ones. Harris’s use of the frame structure influenced how Charles Chesnutt recorded oral
stories, but it led Alice Walker to complain that her heritage had been stolen. Mark Twain listened to
African American storytellers as a child. His use of oral dialects then impacts how Ralph Ellison and
William Faulkner employ oral storytelling and how Toni Morrison later writes in response to
Faulkner. The interactions are not linear, not a chain of influence, but a network of interactions,



borrowings, and revisions. Ford’s pairings lead to new readings that reveal how the writers employ
similar strategies in their narratives, due in part to shared historical context. While Zora Neale
Hurston and William Faulkner, for example, use oral storytelling in the 1930s to examine the fear of
racial mixing, Ellen Douglas and Ernest Gaines use it in the 1970s to build bridges between the
races. Exploring the cultural crossing that occurs in the use of oral storytelling, Ford offers a
different view of this common strategy in southern narrative and a new perspective on how culture
is shared.
  a gathering of old men characters: Conversations with Ernest Gaines Ernest J. Gaines, 1995
Collected interviews with the award-winning African American author of A Lesson Before Dying, The
Autobiography of Miss Jane Pittman, A Gathering of Old Men, The Sky Is Gray, and many other
works
  a gathering of old men characters: CLA Journal College Language Association (U.S.), 1984
  a gathering of old men characters: Conversations with American Writers Dale Brown,
2008-04-14 For years, Dale Brown has interviewed American writers, listening particularly for what
they have to say about wrestling with the sacred in their writing. In this book, a follow-up to his
earlier collection, Of Fiction and Faith, Brown gives readers the opportunity to listen in on his
thoughtful conversations with ten contemporary writers. While many of these authors shy away from
being labeled Christian writers, they all have much truth to tell through their work as they struggle
with expressing both faith and doubt. The conversations recorded here offer a fresh dialogue on the
power of art to sustain faith in unexpected ways. Interviews with: Eleanor Taylor Bland, David James
Duncan, Terence Faherty, Ernest Gaines, Philip Gulley, Ron Hansen, Silas House, Jan Karon, Sheri
Reynolds, Lee Smith.
  a gathering of old men characters: American Fiction In PerspectiveContemporary
Essays Ed. Satish K. Gupta, 1997 The Book Contains Well Researched Articles By Scholars From
Indian Universities. The Articles Offer A Comprehensive View Of What American Fiction Has Been
Like During The Last Hundred Years Or So. American Culture, Society, Family, Cities Of Blacks And
Whites Have Been Variously Framed Into The Narrative Art Form By A Galaxy Of Talented American
Novelists : Mark Twain, Henry James, Theodore Dreiser, Faulkner, Hemingway, Saul Bellow,
Salinger, Norman Mailer, John Barth, Thomas Pynchon, Ernest J. Gaines, Among Others. The Editor
Has Adopted A Chronological Approach And The Emphasis In Articles Has Fallen Upon Providing A
Synoptic View Of American Fiction Rather Than Giving A Historical Account Of It. The Approaches
Covered Here Are Multi-Disciplinary As Well As Intertextual. The Reader, Teacher And Scholar
Should Find The Book Full Of Fresh Insights.
  a gathering of old men characters: Reclaiming Community in Contemporary African
American Fiction Philip Page, 2011-08-19 As a reaction against persistent black exclusion from
white American society, the novels of recent African American writers boldly celebrate the heritage
of black culture. They acclaim a people once dispersed by racism and humiliation but now restoring
its legacy of rich community life. For close examination of this theme Philip Page brings together
five novelists who are in the forefront of contemporary fiction and shows how their voices combine
for an ongoing dialogue on the importance of community to the African American world. Gaining its
special force through addressing national concerns and through never backing away from the truth
in the face of stubborn opposition, the fiction of Gaines, Naylor, Johnson, Cade-Bambara, and
Wideman contributes to postmodernist debates on race, the repressed past, and the contemporary
American conscience.
  a gathering of old men characters: The New Cambridge Companion to William Faulkner
John T. Matthews, 2015-04-09 The New Cambridge Companion to William Faulkner offers
contemporary readers a sample of innovative approaches to interpreting and appreciating William
Faulkner, who continues to inspire passionate readership worldwide. The essays here address a
variety of topics in Faulkner's fiction, such as its reflection of the concurrent emergence of cinema,
social inequality and rights movements, modern ways of imagining sexual identity and behavior, the
South's history as a plantation economy and society, and the persistent effects of traumatic cultural



and personal experience. This new Companion provides an introduction to the fresh ways Faulkner
is being read in the twenty-first century, and bears witness to his continued importance as an
American and world writer.
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