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The Timeless Charm of The Toll Gate by Georgette Heyer

the toll gate georgette heyer is a beloved historical romance novel that
continues to captivate readers with its witty dialogue, intricate plot, and
vivid Regency-era setting. Georgette Heyer, often regarded as the queen of
Regency romance, masterfully blends historical accuracy with charming
characters and sparkling humor in this work. For those who enjoy period
dramas filled with social intrigue, unexpected twists, and heartfelt moments,
The Toll Gate remains a standout title in Heyer’s impressive bibliography.

Exploring the World of The Toll Gate by Georgette Heyer

Set against the backdrop of early 19th-century England, The Toll Gate
immerses readers in a world where social status, honor, and reputation play
pivotal roles. Unlike many other historical romances, Heyer’s novel is not
just a love story but also a suspenseful adventure involving highwaymen,
mistaken identities, and the struggle between duty and desire.

Heyer’s meticulous attention to detail shines through in her portrayal of
Regency customs, fashions, and speech patterns. This commitment to
authenticity creates an immersive experience, allowing readers to step back
in time and genuinely feel the atmosphere of the era.

The Plot and Characters: What Makes The Toll Gate Stand Out?

At the heart of The Toll Gate is the story of a spirited heroine and a
dashing hero whose paths cross in the most unexpected ways. The novel opens
with a chance encounter on a lonely road, where danger lurks and secrets
abound. From there, the narrative unfolds with a mix of romance, mystery, and
humor.

Georgette Heyer’s characters are often praised for their complexity and
charm. In The Toll Gate, you’ll find a heroine who is both intelligent and
independent, challenging the typical damsel-in-distress archetype of the
time. The hero, on the other hand, is equally nuanced—brave yet vulnerable,
with a strong sense of justice.

This dynamic interplay between characters, combined with Heyer’s trademark
witty banter, keeps readers engaged from start to finish. The suspense
surrounding the highwaymen and the unfolding romance creates a perfect
balance that fans of historical fiction and romance alike can appreciate.

Historical Accuracy and Regency Detail in The Toll Gate

One of the reasons The Toll Gate has remained popular over the decades is
Georgette Heyer’s dedication to historical accuracy. Unlike many romance
novels that take liberties with the past, Heyer conducted extensive research
to ensure that the social customs, dialogues, and settings were authentic to



the Regency period.

From descriptions of carriages and clothing to the nuances of class
distinctions and social etiquette, the novel is rich with period detail. This
not only enriches the story but also educates readers about a fascinating era
in British history. The inclusion of real historical events and settings
grounds the novel, making it more than just a fictional love story.

Why Readers Love The Toll Gate by Georgette Heyer

There are several reasons why The Toll Gate continues to enjoy a loyal
readership among fans of romance and historical fiction:

1. **Engaging Storyline:** The blend of romance, mystery, and adventure
creates a compelling narrative that appeals to a wide audience.
2. **Memorable Characters:** The heroine’s independence and the hero’s
complexity offer refreshing character dynamics.
3. **Witty Dialogue:** Heyer’s sharp, humorous writing style brings the
Regency era to life with charm and authenticity.
4. **Rich Historical Context:** Detailed descriptions of Regency life provide
readers with an immersive experience.
5. **Timeless Themes:** Themes of honor, love, and courage resonate across
generations.

Tips for New Readers Diving into Heyer’s Regency Novels

If you’re new to Georgette Heyer’s works or historical romances in general,
The Toll Gate is an excellent starting point. Here are a few tips to enhance
your reading experience:

- **Pay attention to the language:** Heyer’s use of period-appropriate
dialogue might feel unfamiliar at first, but it adds to the authenticity and
charm.
- **Enjoy the social nuances:** The subtle references to class and etiquette
enrich the story—don’t hesitate to look up unfamiliar customs.
- **Embrace the humor:** The witty exchanges between characters are a
highlight, so savor the clever repartee.
- **Explore related works:** If The Toll Gate captivates you, consider
reading other Heyer novels set in the Regency era, such as Cotillion or
Venetia.

The Legacy of Georgette Heyer and The Toll Gate’s Place in Literary History

Georgette Heyer’s influence on the historical romance genre is profound. She
essentially defined the Regency romance subgenre, and her meticulous research
set a high standard for historical accuracy. The Toll Gate, while not her
most famous novel, exemplifies her skill in weaving romance with adventure
and period detail.

Modern authors often cite Heyer as a major inspiration, and her novels remain
in print decades after their original publication—a testament to their



enduring appeal. The Toll Gate, with its engaging plot and vivid characters,
continues to introduce new generations to the pleasures of Regency romance.

In a literary landscape often flooded with formulaic romances, The Toll Gate
stands out as a refreshing and timeless story. Whether you are a seasoned fan
of historical fiction or a newcomer eager to explore the genre, Georgette
Heyer’s work offers a delightful journey into the past, filled with love,
intrigue, and the unmistakable charm of the Regency era.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the plot of 'The Toll-Gate' by Georgette
Heyer?
'The Toll-Gate' follows the story of John Staple, who, after being robbed and
left stranded, takes refuge at a toll-gate house. The novel combines romance,
adventure, and mystery as John navigates his way through various challenges
and encounters intriguing characters.

Who is the main protagonist in 'The Toll-Gate' by
Georgette Heyer?
The main protagonist is John Staple, a determined and resourceful gentleman
who faces adversity with courage and wit throughout the novel.

What genre does 'The Toll-Gate' belong to?
'The Toll-Gate' is primarily a historical romance novel with elements of
adventure and mystery, set in the Regency era.

How does Georgette Heyer depict the Regency era in
'The Toll-Gate'?
Georgette Heyer vividly portrays the Regency era through detailed
descriptions of social customs, clothing, language, and settings, providing
an authentic backdrop for the story.

Is 'The Toll-Gate' suitable for readers new to
Georgette Heyer's works?
Yes, 'The Toll-Gate' is a great introduction to Heyer's writing style,
offering a captivating plot and well-developed characters that showcase her
signature blend of romance and historical detail.



What themes are explored in 'The Toll-Gate' by
Georgette Heyer?
The novel explores themes of identity, resilience, social class, and romance,
highlighting the protagonist's journey of self-discovery and the challenges
of navigating societal expectations.

Additional Resources
The Toll Gate Georgette Heyer: A Timeless Regency Mystery

the toll gate georgette heyer stands as a distinguished entry in the oeuvre
of Georgette Heyer, a celebrated author renowned for her deft command of
Regency-era settings and intricate plots. Published in 1954, The Toll Gate is
a captivating fusion of mystery and historical fiction, offering readers a
narrative that departs from Heyer’s more typical romantic novels to embrace
the suspenseful allure of a detective story set amidst the early 19th
century. This novel exemplifies Heyer’s versatility and meticulous attention
to period detail, making it a compelling subject for literary analysis and a
worthy recommendation for enthusiasts of historical mysteries.

Contextualizing The Toll Gate within Georgette
Heyer’s Work

Georgette Heyer is often synonymous with Regency romances, a genre she helped
shape by blending authentic historical detail with witty and engaging
storytelling. However, The Toll Gate diverges somewhat from her hallmark
style by delving into the mystery genre. Set in 1817 England, the book
follows the protagonist, Sir Humphrey Gilzean, as he investigates a series of
murders linked to a toll gate on a rural road.

This shift from romance to mystery in a historical context demonstrates
Heyer’s literary dexterity. While the novel retains the lush atmosphere of
the Regency period—complete with its social mores, transportation methods,
and linguistic nuances—it simultaneously explores the darker undercurrents of
crime and moral ambiguity. This duality enriches the narrative and broadens
Heyer’s appeal beyond her traditional audience.

Plot and Thematic Exploration

At its core, The Toll Gate is a suspenseful detective story. Heyer introduces
readers to a small community disrupted by violent crime, with the toll gate
serving as a symbolic and literal checkpoint between safety and danger. The
plot unfolds through a careful layering of clues and red herrings, engaging



readers in the process of unraveling the mystery alongside Sir Humphrey.

Thematically, the novel explores justice, social class, and the tensions
between old-world values and the encroaching modernity of the 19th century.
Heyer’s characterization is nuanced; her portrayal of the gentry, law
enforcement, and common folk reveals the complexities of a society in
transition. The toll gate itself functions metaphorically as a threshold
between order and chaos, highlighting the precariousness of peace in rural
England during this era.

Characterization and Narrative Style

Sir Humphrey Gilzean, the novel’s protagonist, exemplifies Heyer’s skill in
crafting believable and engaging characters. Unlike the romantic leads of her
other works, Sir Humphrey is pragmatic, analytical, and somewhat gruff,
traits befitting his role as an investigator. His methodical approach to
solving the murders provides a counterpoint to the emotional intensity often
found in Heyer’s romances.

Heyer’s narrative style in The Toll Gate is marked by precise period dialogue
and richly detailed descriptions that immerse the reader in the Regency
world. Her use of language balances accessibility with historical
authenticity, avoiding anachronism while ensuring the story remains engaging
for contemporary audiences. This stylistic choice enhances the novel’s
credibility as a historical mystery and reinforces Heyer’s reputation as a
master of Regency prose.

Comparative Analysis with Heyer’s Other Works

When compared to Heyer’s romantic novels such as Arabella or Venetia, The
Toll Gate presents a distinctively darker and more suspense-driven tone.
While her romances often emphasize courtship and social intrigue, The Toll
Gate prioritizes plot-driven tension and investigative rigor. However, the
novel does maintain Heyer’s signature wit and attention to social detail,
bridging the gap between her genres.

In the broader landscape of historical mysteries, The Toll Gate aligns with
works by authors like Dorothy L. Sayers and Agatha Christie, who also explore
detective fiction within specific historical milieus. Heyer’s contribution is
unique in its seamless integration of Regency-period authenticity with the
conventions of mystery storytelling, a blend that was relatively uncommon at
the time of its publication.



Strengths and Limitations of The Toll Gate

The strengths of The Toll Gate lie primarily in its atmospheric setting and
well-constructed mystery. Heyer’s ability to evoke the Regency era with
vividness and precision is a significant asset, creating an immersive
experience for readers. Additionally, the pacing of the novel maintains
suspense without sacrificing character development or thematic depth.

However, some readers may find the novel’s investigative elements less
intricate compared to contemporary mystery novels. The resolution, while
satisfying, adheres to traditional detective story formulas and may not
challenge genre expectations as innovatively as some modern works. Moreover,
the focus on the social elite and rural gentry, typical of Heyer’s style,
might limit the novel’s exploration of broader societal issues beyond its
immediate setting.

Relevance in Modern Literary Circles

Today, The Toll Gate enjoys a niche but appreciative readership among fans of
historical fiction and classic mysteries. Its blend of genres offers valuable
insight into mid-20th-century literary trends and the evolution of historical
storytelling. Scholars of Heyer’s work often highlight The Toll Gate as
evidence of her range and willingness to experiment beyond romance,
reinforcing her status as a versatile and influential author.

The novel also serves as a resource for those interested in Regency England’s
social structures and justice systems, providing a narrative lens through
which to examine early 19th-century life. Its enduring appeal is partly due
to Heyer’s meticulous research and her capacity to make history accessible
and entertaining.

Conclusion: The Enduring Appeal of The Toll
Gate Georgette Heyer

In summary, The Toll Gate Georgette Heyer offers a compelling fusion of
historical authenticity and mystery that distinguishes it within Heyer’s
bibliography and the wider genre of Regency-era fiction. Through careful
characterization, period-accurate language, and a tightly woven plot, Heyer
crafts a novel that not only entertains but also enriches readers’
understanding of Regency England’s complexities. While it may not match the
romantic intensity of her more popular works, The Toll Gate remains a
noteworthy and engaging literary experience, underscoring Heyer’s skill as
both a historian and a storyteller.



The Toll Gate Georgette Heyer

  the toll gate georgette heyer: The Toll-gate Georgette Heyer, 1954
  the toll gate georgette heyer: The Toll-gate Georgette Heyer, 2005
  the toll gate georgette heyer: The Toll-Gate Georgette Heyer, 2011-10-01 The Queen of
Regency Romance, bestselling author Georgette Heyer, enchants readers with what the New Yorker
called a witty cheerful extravaganza. His exploits were legendary... Captain John Staple, back from
the battlefront, is already bored with his quiet civilian life in the country. When he stumbles upon a
mystery involving a disappearing toll-gate keeper, nothing could keep the adventure-loving captain
from investigating. But winning her will be his greatest yet... The plot thickens when John
encounters the enigmatic Lady Nell Stornaway and soon learns that rescuing her from her unsavory
relatives makes even the most ferocious cavalry charge look like a particularly tame hand of loo.
Between hiding his true identity from Nell and the arrival in the neighborhood of some distinctly
shady characters, Captain Staple finds himself embarked on the adventure—and romance—of a
lifetime. Praise for The Toll-Gate: Spritely and good fun.—New York Herald Tribune Once again
Georgette Heyer has directed her comic genius along the fictional highway of early
nineteenth-century England, but this time...cleaves with refreshing persistence to the commoner
levels of life.—Chicago Sunday Tribune Told in elegant prose with exceptionally humorous dialogue
by the Queen of Regency romance.—Good Book Guide
  the toll gate georgette heyer: Georgette Heyer Jennifer Kloester, 2013-01-01 The
groundbreaking biography of one of the world's best-loved and bestselling authors Who was the real
Georgette Heyer? Georgette Heyer famously said, I am to be found in my work. Who was this
amazing writer who was so secretive about her personal life that she never gave an interview?
Where did she get her ideas? Were there real-life models for her ultra-manly heroes,
independent-minded heroines, irascible guardians, and clever villains? What motivated her to build a
Regency worldso intricately researched that readers want to escape there again and again? Heyer's
Regency romances, historical novels, and mysteries have surprised and delighted millions of readers
for decades, while the woman behind the storieshas stayed hidden...Until now! With unprecedented,
exclusive access to Heyer's notebooks, papers, and early letters, Jennifer Kloester uncovers both the
complex life of a private woman anda masterful writer's craft that will forever resonate in literature
and beyond. A wonderful entertaining biography—a readable and lively account of this beloved
writer.—Eloisa James, #1 New York Times bestselling author Required reading for all lovers of
Regency novels.—Mary Jo Putney, New York Times bestselling author of No Longer a Gentleman A
superb portrayal of one of my all-time favorite writers.—Anne Gracie, award-winning author of Bride
By Mistake An engaging, intriguing, absorbing, read!—Stephanie Laurens, #1 New York Times
bestselling author Praise for Georgette Heyer's Regency World: Meticulously researched yet
splendidly entertaining ... a must-have.—Publishers Weekly Starred Review Detailed, informative,
impressively researched. A Heyer lover writing for Heyer fans.—Times Literary Supplement
Kloester's lively book will delight died-in-the-wool Regency readers. —Booklist
  the toll gate georgette heyer: The Toll-gate Georgette Heyer, 1974
  the toll gate georgette heyer: The Private World of Georgette Heyer Jane Hodge,
2011-08-01 The Georgette Heyer bible...This is a must-have book for any Georgette Heyer lover.
—Historically Obsessed An internationally bestselling phenomenon and queen of the Regency
romance, Georgette Heyer is one of the most beloved historical novelists of our time. She wrote
more than fifty novels, yet her private life was inaccessible to any but her nearest friends and
relatives. Lavishly illustrated and with access to private papers, correspondence and family archives,
this classic biography opens a window into Georgette Heyer's world and that of her most memorable
characters, revealing a formidable, energetic woman with an impeccable sense of style and, beyond
everything, a love for all things Regency. One of the most beautiful books I know. Time and time
again, on reading this book, I found myself breaking off to lift another dog-eared Heyer from the

https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-163/the-toll-gate-georgette-heyer.pdf


shelf and lose myself in the increased pleasure of a re-reading. —Washington Post Book World
  the toll gate georgette heyer: Georgette Heyer's Regency World Jennifer Kloester, 2010-08
Georgette Heyer fans are sure to delight in Kloester's definitive guide to Heyer's Regency world: the
people, the shops, clubs and towns they frequented, the parties and seasons they celebrated, how
they ate, drank, dressed, socialized, voted, shopped, and drove.
  the toll gate georgette heyer: A Historical Dictionary of British Women Cathy Hartley,
2013-04-15 This reference book, containing the biographies of more than 1,100 notable British
women from Boudicca to Barbara Castle, is an absorbing record of female achievement spanning
some 2,000 years of British life. Most of the lives included are those of women whose work took
them in some way before the public and who therefore played a direct and important role in
broadening the horizons of women. Also included are women who influenced events in a more
indirect way: the wives of kings and politicians, mistresses, ladies in waiting and society hostesses.
Originally published as The Europa Biographical Dictionary of British Women, this newly re-worked
edition includes key figures who have died in the last 20 years, such as The Queen Mother, Baroness
Ryder of Warsaw, Elizabeth Jennings and Christina Foyle.
  the toll gate georgette heyer: Twentieth Century Crime & Mystery Writers NA NA,
2015-12-25
  the toll gate georgette heyer: Georgette Heyer, History and Historical Fiction Samantha
J. Rayner, Kim Wilkins, 2021-02-25 The Nonesuch is the name of one of Georgette Heyer’s most
famous novels. It means a person or thing without equal, and Georgette Heyer is certainly that. Her
historical works inspire a fiercely loyal, international readership and are championed by literary
figures such as A. S. Byatt and Stephen Fry. Georgette Heyer, History, and Historical Fiction brings
together an eclectic range of chapters from scholars all over the world to explore the contexts of
Heyer’s career. Divided into four parts – gender; genre; sources; and circulation and reception – the
volume draws on scholarship on Heyer and her contemporaries to show how her work sits in a chain
of influence, and why it remains pertinent to current conversations on books and publishing in the
twenty-first century. Heyer’s impact on science fiction is accounted for, as are the milieu she was
writing in, the many subsequent works that owe Heyer’s writing a debt, and new methods for
analysing these enduring books. From the gothic to data science, there is something for everyone in
this volume; a celebration of Heyer’s ‘nonesuch’ status amongst historical novelists, proving that she
and her contemporary women writers deserve to be read (and studied) as more than just guilty
pleasures.
  the toll gate georgette heyer: Catalog of Copyright Entries. Third Series Library of
Congress. Copyright Office, 1968 Includes Part 1, Number 2: Books and Pamphlets, Including
Serials and Contributions to Periodicals July - December)
  the toll gate georgette heyer: Blood on the Stage, 1925-1950 Amnon Kabatchnik, 2010 In
this volume, Amnon Kabatchnik provides an overview of more than 150 important and memorable
theatrical works of crime and detection between 1925 and 1950. Each entry includes a plot synopsis,
production data, and the opinions of well known and respected critics and scholars.
  the toll gate georgette heyer: The Greatest Historical Romance Novels of All Time Charlotte
Brontë, Anne Brontë, Emily Brontë, Henry James, Samuel Richardson, Jane Austen, Thomas Hardy,
Edith Wharton, Maria Edgeworth, Henry Fielding, Alexandre Dumas, Mary Wollstonecraft, Nathaniel
Hawthorne, William Makepeace Thackeray, Grace Livingston Hill, Fanny Burney, Georgette Heyer,
Eliza Haywood, Leo Tolstoy, Pierre Choderlos de Laclos, Mrs. Olifant, 2023-12-16 The Greatest
Historical Romance Novels of All Time' presents an exquisite collection that traverses the rich
tapestry of love and societal conflicts set against the backdrop of various historical periods. This
anthology encapsulates the breadth of human emotion and societal norms through its diverse range
of literary styles, including epistolary novels, gothic romance, and social commentaries. From the
moody moors of Wuthering Heights to the genteel society of Pride and Prejudice, each narrative
offers a unique exploration of relationships, morality, and human resilience, showcasing the
enduring appeal of historical romance and its capacity to discuss broader societal issues under the



guise of personal connection. The inclusion of seminal works not only highlights the genre's
evolution but also its significant impact on readers and writers alike, offering a comprehensive view
of historical romance's place in literary history. The collective contributions of esteemed authors
such as Charlotte Brontë, Jane Austen, and Leo Tolstoy, among others, provide a panoramic view of
the historical romance genre's richness and diversity. These authors, coming from varied
backgrounds and writing in different historical contexts, reflect the changing perceptions of love,
honor, and social mobility. Their works, transcending cultural and temporal boundaries, collectively
illustrate the complex interplay between individual desires and societal expectations, thus painting a
multifaceted picture of human experience. Whether it's the stark social critiques found in the novels
of Edith Wharton and Thomas Hardy, or the exploration of moral and psychological depth in the
works of Henry James and Nathaniel Hawthorne, the anthology traces the genre's growth alongside
significant cultural and historical movements, such as Romanticism, Realism, and the early feminist
movement. 'The Greatest Historical Romance Novels of All Time' is a monumental volume that offers
readers an unparalleled journey through the heart of historical romance literature. It invites
literature enthusiasts, students, and casual readers alike to delve into its pages not just for the
pleasure of its storytelling but for the rich, educational tapestry it weaves. By providing a broad
spectrum of perspectives, themes, and narrative styles, this collection serves as a testament to the
enduring power of romance in illuminating the deepest truths about humanity and society. This
anthology is an essential addition to any literature lover's collection, promising not only to captivate
but also to enlighten and inspire deep, thoughtful engagement with the texts and the historical
periods they represent.
  the toll gate georgette heyer: Georgette Heyer's Heroes Georgette Heyer, 2020-02-18 No one
has ever matched Georgette Heyer for charm and wit.—LISA KLEYPAS, New York Times bestselling
author You're in for a treat.—NORA ROBERTS, New York Times bestselling author A fresh
celebration of a legendary author who has charmed tens of millions of readers with her rapier wit,
brilliant characterizations, and unique take on Regency romance. Now, get three full-length novels
featuring some of Heyer's most splendid heroes, plus a delightful bonus novella from the Queen of
Regency Romance's little known short story collection. About the books in this bundle: Venetia:
Venetia Lanyon lives an independent but secluded life running her family's estate, until she meets
her notorious neighbor: Jasper, Lord Damerel. Exiled at his country estate for his rakish ways,
Damerel never expects to find a hidden gem like Venetia so far from London. What begins for him as
a harmless flirtation becomes much more, and the two are on the verge of a damaging scandal. For
meeting Damerel has awakened in Venetia desires she never dreamt she possessed, and she'll be
drawn out of her reclusive existence by the very type of man a well-bred lady should avoid. These
Old Shades: Justin Alistair, His Grace the Duke of Avon, is a dangerous man to cross. Nicknamed
Satanas for his wild and unscrupulous ways, he has waited 20 years to get revenge on his
arch-enemy. The means to do so falls serendipitously into his hands in the person of a fiery red-head
whose nobility is scarcely disguised by a harsh and abusive upbringing. First the Duke's servant, and
later his ward, Leonie Bonnard adores, challenges, and provokes the Duke, never guessing that she's
going to be at the center of a public confrontation that will shock the world. Set in the years before
Prinny became Regent, Heyer delivers an unusual hero you will never forget. Devil's Cub: The
acclaimed sequel to These Old Shades delivers non-stop action and the delight of seeing just what
happened to Leonie Bonnard and the Duke of Avon. Mary Challoner tried to trick fiery Dominic
Alistair, Marquis of Vidal, to prevent him from running off with her sister. Now he's discovered her
subterfuge, and he's not one to take this kind of thing lightly. A kidnapping ensues, but Mary has a
few more shocking stratagems up her sleeve, and it seems that Dominic, the Devil's Cub, may have
finally met his match. Pistols for Two (novella): Two best friends at odds over plain little Marianne
Treen, who is no longer plain and has grown into a stunning young lady. A spilled drink and a
squashed toe, and Jack and Tom find themselves facing each other with pistols at dawn. Brimming
with characteristic wit and colorful characters, Heyer brings to life all the romance, intrigue,
gallantry, villainy and grace of the Regency period.



  the toll gate georgette heyer: New York Herald Tribune Book Review , 1955
  the toll gate georgette heyer: Formulaicity and Creativity in Language and Literature
Ian MacKenzie, Martin A. Kayman, 2018-12-07 The chapters in this book elucidate the nature of
semi-fixed formulaic sequences; how the meaning of formulaic expressions can change over time;
how readers interpret formulaic expressions in first and second languages; how modern and
postmodern authors use traditional genres and tales to challenging effect; and how formulaic
patterns involving particular words can underlie the texture and meanings of entire novels.
Together, the contributions to this collection provide a convincing reassessment of the potential
creativity of the formulaic in a variety of linguistic and literary contexts. This book was originally
published as a special issue of the European Journal of English Studies. Chapter 1 of this book is
freely available as a downloadable Open Access PDF at http://www.taylorfrancis.com under a
Creative Commons Attribution-Non Commercial-No Derivatives (CC-BY-NC-ND) 4.0 license.
  the toll gate georgette heyer: The Black Moth Georgette Heyer, 2009-12-01 Stylish,
romantic, sharp, and witty. ?Margaret Drabble A disgraced lord, a notorious highwayman Jack
Carstares, the disgraced Earl of Wyndam, left England seven long years ago, sacrificing his honor
for that of his brother when he was accused of cheating at cards. Now Jack is back, roaming his
beloved South Country in the disguise of a highwayman. And the beauty who would steal his heart
Not long after Jack's return, he encounters his old adversary, the libertine Duke of Andover,
attempting the abduction of the beautiful Diana Beauleigh. At the point of Jack's sword, the duke is
vanquished, but foiled once, the Black Moth has no intention of failing again? This is Georgette
Heyer's first novel?a favorite of readers and a stirring tale to be enjoyed again and again. A tale of
love and adventure, clearness and charm, and an originality to delight?a tale to stir one's blood.
BOSTON EVENING TRANSCRIPT A romance of the eighteenth century, with a wicked Duke,
self-sacrificing elder brother, weak younger brother, highwayman, gambling, abduction, and rescue
all complete. THE SATURDAY REVIEW A well-filled story which keeps the reader pleased. THE
TIMES LITERARY SUPPLEMENT Wonderful characters, elegant, witty writing, perfect period detail,
and rapturously romantic. Georgette Heyer achieves what the rest of us only aspire to. KATIE
FFORDE
  the toll gate georgette heyer: Georgette Heyer's Greatest Hits Georgette Heyer, 2019-12-31
No one has ever matched Georgette Heyer for charm and wit. —LISA KLEYPAS, New York Times
bestselling author A fresh celebration of a legendary author who has charmed tens of millions of
readers with her delightful sense of humor and unique take on Regency romance. Now, get three
full-length novels featuring some of Heyer's most beloved heroines, plus a delightful bonus novella
from the Queen of Regency Romance's little known short story collection. About the books in this
bundle: The Grand Sophy: When Sophy sweeps in, life will never be the same for the Ombersleys.
Sophy discovers that her aunt's family is in desperate need of her talent for setting everything right:
Cecelia is in love with a poet, Charles has tyrannical tendencies that are being aggravated by his
grim fiancee, her uncle is of no use at all, and the younger children are in desperate need of some
fun and freedom. By the time she's done, Sophy has commandeered Charles's horses, his
household—and maybe even his heart. Arabella: Arabella never would have pretended to be rich if
that odious Robert Beaumaris hadn't insulted her, practically to her face. Now she has to keep up
the subterfuge, even when it gets her into more trouble than she bargained for. How is she ever
going to tell Robert the truth? Or does he already know her shocking secret? Frederica:The lovely,
competent, and refreshingly straitforward Frederica is determined to secure a brilliant marriage for
her beautiful sister and seeks out their distant cousin, the Marquis of Alverstoke, for his society
connections. Frederica makes such a strong impression that to his own amazement, the Marquis
agrees to help. Normally wary of his family, Lord Alverstoke does his best to keep his word while
keeping his distance. But with his enterprising – and altogether entertaining – country cousins
getting into one scrape after another, before he knows it the Marquis finds himself dangerously
embroiled. To Have the Honor (novella): Young Lord Allerton returns home from the Napoleonic
Wars to find his father has left the family bankrupt. His mother's solution: marry his wealthy cousin.



But the Viscount would sooner have his beloved Harriet marry whom she chooses than be reduced to
accepting a proposal from his financially compromised position.
  the toll gate georgette heyer: Regency Buck Georgette Heyer, 2008-08-01 An altogether
unsatisfactory arrangement After their father's death, Miss Judith Taverner and her brother
Peregrine travel to London to meet their guardian, Lord Worth, expecting an elderly gentleman. To
their surprise and utter disgust, their guardian is not much older than they are, doesn't want the
office of guardian any more than they want him, and is determined to thwart all their interests and
return them to the country. With altogether too many complications But when Miss Taverner and
Peregrine begin to move in the highest social circles, Lord Worth cannot help but entangle himself
with his adventuresome wards... Praise for Regency Buck: Clever!— Library Journal Georgette Heyer
is unbeatable.— Sunday Telegraph Light and frothy, in the vein of the author's other Regency
novels, this follows the fortunes of Miss Judith Taverner and her brother, Sir Peregrine. A good
introduction to Heyer's period stories... — The Booklist Reading Georgette Heyer is the next best
thing to reading Jane Austen.— Publishers Weekly A writer of great wit and style... I've read her
books to ragged shreds— Katie Fenton, Daily Telegraph Wonderful characters, elegant, witty
writing, perfect period detail, and rapturously romantic. Georgette Heyer achieves what the rest of
us only aspire too.—Katie Fforde
  the toll gate georgette heyer: Writers' & Artists' Yearbook 2023 Bloomsbury Publishing,
2022-07-21 'A definitive guide, in here you'll find everything you need' S. J. Watson With over 4,000
industry contacts and over eighty articles from a wide range of leading authors and publishing
industry professionals, the latest edition of this bestselling Yearbook is packed with all of the
practical information, inspiration and guidance you need at every stage of your writing and
publishing journey. Designed for authors and illustrators across all genres and markets, it is relevant
for those looking for a traditional, hybrid or self-publishing route to publication; writers of fiction
and non-fiction, poets and playwrights, writers for TV, radio and videogames. If you want to find a
literary or illustration agent or publisher, would like to self-publish or crowdfund your creative idea
then this Yearbook will help you. As well as sections on publishers and agents, newspapers and
magazines, illustration and photography, theatre and screen, there is a wealth of detail on the legal
and financial aspects of being a writer or illustrator. Includes advice from writers such as Peter
James, Cathy Rentzenbrink, S.J. Watson, Kerry Hudson, and Samantha Shannon. Additional articles,
free advice, events information and editorial services at www.writersandartists.co.uk
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