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The Secret Lives of Walter Mitty: A Journey Beyond Imagination

the secret lives of walter mitty has captivated audiences for decades, becoming a timeless story
that explores the boundaries between fantasy and reality. Whether you first encountered it as James
Thurber’s classic short story, the beloved 1947 film, or the more recent 2013 adaptation starring
Ben Stiller, the tale resonates with anyone who has ever dreamed of escaping the mundane and
embarking on extraordinary adventures. But what is it about this story that continues to inspire and
fascinate? Let’s dive deeper into the secret lives of Walter Mitty and uncover the layers behind this
iconic character and his imaginative escapades.

The Origins of Walter Mitty: From Page to Screen

The character of Walter Mitty first appeared in James Thurber’s 1939 short story, published in The
New Yorker. In a mere few pages, Thurber introduced readers to a mild-mannered man who
frequently escapes his dull life through vivid daydreams. These fantasies range from heroic military
missions to daring rescues, painting a stark contrast to Walter’s real-world timidness.

James Thurber’s Inspiration and Style

Thurber, known for his wit and keen observations of human nature, created Walter Mitty as a
symbol of quiet desperation mixed with boundless imagination. The writing style combines humor
with a touch of melancholy, reflecting the inner conflict many experience between their desires and
their reality. This blend makes the story relatable and enduring.

Evolution Through Film Adaptations

The story’s popularity paved the way for cinematic adaptations, each interpreting Walter Mitty’s
secret life in unique ways. The 1947 film, starring Danny Kaye, leaned heavily into comedy and
musical elements, while the 2013 remake took a more introspective and inspirational approach. Ben
Stiller’s portrayal added emotional depth, emphasizing themes of self-discovery and courage. These
adaptations expanded the narrative, introducing new characters and settings that enriched the
original concept.

Exploring the Themes Behind the Secret Lives of
Walter Mitty

At its core, the story taps into universal themes that resonate with people from all walks of life.
Understanding these themes can provide insight into why Walter Mitty’s adventures continue to
enchant audiences.



The Power of Imagination

Walter Mitty’s daydreams aren’t just escapism; they represent the human capacity to imagine and
create alternate realities. This ability to mentally explore possibilities encourages creativity and
problem-solving. In a world often constrained by routine, imagination offers a refuge and a source of
hope.

Escapism vs. Reality

One of the story’s compelling tensions lies in Walter’s struggle to balance his fantasies with his real
life. While daydreaming provides relief, it also highlights his dissatisfaction and desire for change.
This duality invites reflection on the importance of facing challenges and seeking fulfillment beyond
imagined scenarios.

Self-Discovery and Transformation

Especially prominent in the 2013 film, Walter’s journey is one of personal growth. His secret lives
serve as stepping stones toward embracing real adventure and overcoming fear. This narrative arc
inspires viewers to break free from comfort zones and pursue authenticity.

Why the Secret Lives of Walter Mitty Matters Today

In an era dominated by digital distractions and social media, the story of Walter Mitty feels more
relevant than ever. It speaks to the longing for meaning and excitement in an often monotonous
world.

Relating to Modern-Day Walter Mittys

Many people today find themselves caught between responsibilities and dreams. Walter’s experience
mirrors the internal dialogue of those yearning for a richer life, whether through travel, creative
pursuits, or personal challenges. His story encourages embracing ambition and curiosity.

Inspiration for Creativity and Adventure

Walter Mitty’s secret lives can serve as a catalyst for inspiring one’s own creative expression.
Whether you’re a writer, artist, or simply someone seeking new experiences, the story reminds us
that imagination is the first step toward actual transformation.



Behind the Scenes: Filming and Production Insights

For fans of the 2013 adaptation, understanding the making of the film adds an extra layer of
appreciation. The filmmakers went to great lengths to capture the spirit of adventure and wonder
embodied by Walter Mitty.

Locations That Brought Walter’s Journeys to Life

The movie features stunning landscapes from Iceland, Greenland, and the Himalayas, chosen to
reflect the vastness of Walter’s inner and outer journeys. These settings symbolize the expansive
possibilities awaiting those willing to step beyond their comfort zones.

Ben Stiller’s Dual Role as Actor and Director

Ben Stiller’s involvement extended beyond acting; he directed the film, infusing it with a personal
touch. His interpretation balances humor, vulnerability, and inspiration, making Walter Mitty a
relatable everyman with extraordinary dreams.

Lessons from the Secret Lives of Walter Mitty

What can we take away from Walter Mitty’s story in our own lives? Beyond entertainment, the
narrative offers valuable insights about courage, self-awareness, and the pursuit of happiness.

Embrace Your Inner Dreamer

Allowing yourself to dream can unlock new perspectives and motivate meaningful goals. Walter’s
daydreams are a reminder that imagination is not wasted time but a vital part of human creativity.

Take Real Action

While fantasies are comforting, they shouldn’t replace real experiences. Walter’s eventual decision
to embark on actual adventures teaches that courage and initiative are necessary for growth.

Find Balance

Balancing dreams with reality is key to a fulfilling life. It’s important to nurture creativity while
staying grounded and proactive.



Cultural Impact and Legacy

The secret lives of Walter Mitty have influenced literature, film, and popular culture, becoming a
metaphor for the escapist tendencies and aspirations many share.

References in Popular Media

From television shows to music, Walter Mitty’s concept has been referenced and parodied,
underscoring its place in collective consciousness. The idea of a daydreamer caught between worlds
resonates widely.

Encouraging Mindful Daydreaming

Psychologists and educators sometimes cite Walter Mitty when discussing the benefits of
daydreaming for mental health and creativity. The story highlights how imagination can be a positive
force when channeled constructively.

Exploring the secret lives of Walter Mitty reveals a rich tapestry of themes that touch on human
nature, creativity, and the search for meaning. Whether through Thurber’s original prose or
cinematic retellings, Walter’s adventures invite each of us to consider our own secret lives and the
dreams waiting to be realized.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'The Secret Lives of Walter Mitty'?
The main theme is the contrast between fantasy and reality, exploring how Walter Mitty escapes his
mundane life through vivid daydreams.

Who wrote the original short story 'The Secret Life of Walter
Mitty'?
The original short story was written by James Thurber and published in 1939.

How does the 2013 film adaptation of 'The Secret Life of
Walter Mitty' differ from the original story?
The 2013 film expands significantly on the original short story by adding new plot elements,
characters, and an adventurous journey, transforming Walter's daydreams into real-life experiences.



What role does Walter Mitty's imagination play in the story?
Walter Mitty's imagination serves as an escape from his ordinary and often unsatisfying life,
allowing him to experience excitement and heroism through his daydreams.

Who stars as Walter Mitty in the 2013 film adaptation?
Ben Stiller stars as Walter Mitty and also directed the 2013 film adaptation.

What is the significance of the photograph in the 2013 film
'The Secret Life of Walter Mitty'?
The photograph represents the missing negative needed for the final issue of Life magazine,
motivating Walter to embark on a real-life adventure to find the elusive photographer and the photo.

How does 'The Secret Life of Walter Mitty' explore the idea of
self-discovery?
The story and film depict Walter's journey from a passive dreamer to someone who takes active
steps to improve his life, highlighting themes of courage, growth, and self-realization.

What genre does 'The Secret Life of Walter Mitty' belong to?
The original story is a blend of humor and fantasy, while the 2013 film adaptation combines
adventure, drama, and comedy.

Why has 'The Secret Life of Walter Mitty' remained popular
over the years?
Its universal themes of escapism, adventure, and the desire for a more meaningful life resonate with
audiences, making it a timeless story that has inspired multiple adaptations.

What impact did James Thurber's writing style have on 'The
Secret Life of Walter Mitty'?
Thurber's use of wit, concise language, and imaginative scenarios created a humorous yet poignant
story that effectively contrasts fantasy with the banality of everyday life.

Additional Resources
The Secret Lives of Walter Mitty: An Exploration of Daydreams and Reality

the secret lives of walter mitty has long held a unique place in both literary and cinematic worlds,
captivating audiences with its exploration of imagination, identity, and the human desire for
escapism. Originating as a short story by James Thurber in 1939, the tale has since inspired various
adaptations, most notably the 2013 film directed by and starring Ben Stiller. This article delves into



the multifaceted nature of this enduring narrative, examining its themes, cultural impact, and how it
continues to resonate with contemporary audiences.

The Origins and Evolution of The Secret Lives of Walter
Mitty

The phrase "Walter Mitty" has entered popular lexicon as a metaphor for someone who indulges in
vivid daydreams to escape mundane reality. James Thurber’s original short story paints Walter Mitty
as a mild-mannered man who frequently drifts into heroic fantasies, providing a stark contrast to his
otherwise ordinary and uneventful life. This dichotomy between fantasy and reality forms the core of
the narrative, inviting readers to reflect on their own desires for adventure and meaning beyond
daily existence.

The story’s enduring appeal led to several adaptations, with the most prominent being the 2013
feature film, which expanded the narrative into a full-length cinematic experience. Unlike the short
story's focus on brief daydream sequences, the film transforms Walter Mitty into an active
protagonist who embarks on a real-life adventure, blurring the lines between imagination and action.
This evolution reflects changing cultural attitudes towards escapism, emphasizing personal growth
and real-world engagement.

Analyzing Themes in The Secret Lives of Walter Mitty

Escapism and Imagination

At its heart, The Secret Lives of Walter Mitty explores the human impulse to escape the monotony of
everyday life through imagination. Walter’s daydreams are not merely idle fantasies; they represent
a coping mechanism for unfulfilled desires and suppressed aspirations. This thematic element
resonates with audiences across generations, as the tension between aspiration and reality remains
a universal experience.

The narrative invites an analysis of the psychological dimensions of escapism, highlighting both its
benefits and potential drawbacks. While imagination can provide solace and inspiration, excessive
reliance on fantasy risks detachment from reality, a duality that Thurber subtly critiques.

Identity and Self-Discovery

The story also probes into questions of identity. Walter Mitty’s shifting personas in his
fantasies—hero, surgeon, soldier—contrast sharply with his real-life timidity and passivity. This
contrast underscores the complexities of self-perception and the desire to embody different aspects
of one’s personality.

The 2013 film adaptation extends this theme by portraying Walter’s journey toward self-



actualization. His transition from a passive dreamer to an active participant in his own life reflects
contemporary narratives about overcoming fear and embracing change.

Comparing Literary and Cinematic Interpretations

The original short story and its modern film adaptation differ significantly in tone, structure, and
thematic emphasis, yet both contribute meaningfully to the cultural mosaic surrounding The Secret
Lives of Walter Mitty.

Short Story: Focuses on the internal fantasy life of a man trapped in a mundane existence. Its
brevity and subtle humor create a nuanced commentary on human nature.

2013 Film: Expands the narrative into a global adventure, highlighting themes of courage,
exploration, and transformation. The visual medium allows for spectacular sequences that
symbolize Walter’s imaginative spirit.

While Thurber’s version emphasizes the contrast between dream and reality, Stiller’s film
encourages viewers to merge the two by taking risks and pursuing authentic experiences. This shift
aligns with evolving societal values that prioritize personal fulfillment and resilience.

Performance and Direction in the 2013 Film

Ben Stiller’s dual role as director and lead actor adds depth to the film's interpretation. His portrayal
captures both the awkwardness and latent bravery of Walter Mitty, creating a relatable protagonist
whose journey is both humorous and inspiring. The film’s cinematography and soundtrack further
enhance its thematic ambitions, using expansive landscapes and evocative music to underscore the
transformative power of adventure.

The Cultural Impact and Legacy of The Secret Lives of
Walter Mitty

The phrase "Walter Mitty" has transcended its literary origins to become shorthand for anyone
prone to fanciful daydreaming. This linguistic legacy speaks to the story’s deep cultural penetration.
Moreover, the narrative continues to inspire discussions about the balance between fantasy and
reality in modern life, particularly in an era dominated by digital escapism.

The 2013 film’s box office success and critical reception also highlight the story’s adaptability and
relevance. By updating the narrative to include contemporary themes such as globalization,
technology, and environmental awareness, the film connects with a new generation of viewers.



Relevance in Contemporary Society

In today’s fast-paced, often stressful world, The Secret Lives of Walter Mitty serves as a reminder of
the importance of imagination and the courage to step beyond comfort zones. Its message
encourages self-reflection about personal aspirations and the choices that shape one’s life trajectory.

Furthermore, the story’s exploration of identity and escapism can be linked to psychological studies
on coping mechanisms and mental health. Understanding these dynamics offers valuable insights
into how individuals navigate challenges through both fantasy and action.

Final Reflections on The Secret Lives of Walter Mitty

The Secret Lives of Walter Mitty remains a compelling study of the human condition, blending
humor, poignancy, and adventure. Its layered narrative invites both literary analysis and popular
enjoyment, making it a timeless work that continues to inspire.

Whether through Thurber’s succinct prose or Stiller’s expansive cinematic vision, Walter Mitty’s
journey captures the universal quest for meaning beyond the ordinary. In examining this narrative,
audiences are prompted to consider their own secret lives—the dreams they harbor and the realities
they face.

The Secret Lives Of Walter Mitty

  the secret lives of walter mitty: The Secret Life of Walter Mitty James Thurber, 2008 A
henpecked husband copes with the frustrations of his dull life by imagining he is a fearless airplane
pilot, a brilliant doctor, and other dashing figures.
  the secret lives of walter mitty: The Secret Life of Walter Mitty Joe Manchester, Leon Carr,
Earl Shuman, 1968 Musical comedy Based on the story by James Thurber Characters: 5 male, 6
female, and as many extras as desired. Scenery: Various simple sets (or one basic set). On his
fortieth birthday Walter Mitty reflects on his drab, ordinary life. Defeated in his quest for wealth and
glory by family responsibilities, a mortgage, and a routine job, he creates elaborate fantasies in
which he is the hero. His secret world is so enticing that he often loses sight of the boundary
between dream and reali
  the secret lives of walter mitty: Secret Lives of Walter Mitty and of James Thurber James
Thurber, 2006-04-11 The WISP series (short for Wonderfully Illustrated Short Pieces) represents an
ingenious marriage of two creative forces: the artistry of today's foremost children's book
illustrators and the literary legacy of beloved authors of popular short works for adults. The
resulting offspring of this union are captivating, full-color illustrated editions of timeless classics
that readers will want to savor and collect. For the first time ever, the series makes selected popular
short works previously offered only in collections available in a unique, stand-alone format. Also for
the first time, WISPs harness the talents of top children's book illustrators for the benefit and delight
of a new, older audience. The unique appeal of WISPs is brought to life in Marc Simont's The Secret
Lives of Walter Mitty and James Thurber, which imaginatively renders the fantastic adventures of
the famed protagonist in Thurber's beloved story, first published in 1939. Also included in this
edition are Simont's renderings of Thurber's tongue-in-cheek autobiographical essay The Secret Life
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of James Thurber, which first appeared in The New Yorker in 1943 and is not widely available. These
one-of-a-kind, attractively priced and invitingly formatted illustrated editions will make a great
impulse buy with broad appeal.
  the secret lives of walter mitty: The Secret Life of Walter Mitty Ken Englund, Everett
Freeman, James Thurber, 1947 The collection consists of a working screenplay for the movie The
Secret life of Walter Mitty, filmed in 1946 and released in 1947, about a mild man driven to
daydream by a dull life and domineering mother, based on a short story by James Thurber. The cover
is stamped March 15, 1946, but the typescript includes numerous color-coded replacement pages
from various dates during the shooting; also stamped 171 on cover. Many revised pages include the
screenwriters' initials, KE-EF, Ken Englund and Everett Freeman. The movie starred Danny Kaye
and Virginia Mayo and has been very popular, although Thurber tried to prevent it from being made
and was not pleased with the result.
  the secret lives of walter mitty: A Study Guide for James Thurber's "Secret Life of Walter
Mitty" Gale, Cengage Learning, 2016-07-12 A Study Guide for James Thurber's Secret Life of Walter
Mitty, excerpted from Gale's acclaimed Short Stories for Students. This concise study guide includes
plot summary; character analysis; author biography; study questions; historical context; suggestions
for further reading; and much more. For any literature project, trust Short Stories for Students for
all of your research needs.
  the secret lives of walter mitty: LIFE , 1947-08-04 LIFE Magazine is the treasured
photographic magazine that chronicled the 20th Century. It now lives on at LIFE.com, the largest,
most amazing collection of professional photography on the internet. Users can browse, search and
view photos of today’s people and events. They have free access to share, print and post images for
personal use.
  the secret lives of walter mitty: Focus On: 100 Most Popular 2010s Comedy-drama
Films Wikipedia contributors,
  the secret lives of walter mitty: The Secret Life of Walter Mitty 62 Success Secrets - 62
Most Asked Questions on the Secret Life of Walter Mitty - What You Need to Know Brenda
Hurley, 2015-01-12 The latest The Secret Life of Walter Mitty sensation. There has never been a The
Secret Life of Walter Mitty Guide like this. It contains 62 answers, much more than you can imagine;
comprehensive answers and extensive details and references, with insights that have never before
been offered in print. Get the information you need--fast! This all-embracing guide offers a thorough
view of key knowledge and detailed insight. This Guide introduces what you want to know about The
Secret Life of Walter Mitty. A quick look inside of some of the subjects covered: Kyle Cooper -
Selected film and game title sequences, National Board of Review: Top Ten Films - 2010s, Rodney
Mullen - Filmography, Wake Up (Arcade Fire song) - In popular culture, Virginia Mayo - Hollywood
stardom, Skogafoss - In Popular Culture, Samuel Goldwyn Films - Films, Short story - Adaptations,
Intellectual - Economic liberal and classical liberal views of intellectuals, List of Brown University
people - Music, 1987 in film - Deaths, A Thurber Carnival - The Secret Life of Walter Mitty, James
Thurber - Adaptations, August 2003 - August 5, 2003, The Secret Life of Walter Mitty - Stage
adaptations, Upright Citizens Brigade Theatre - Los Angeles (current), My World and Welcome to It -
Book, Boris Karloff - Stardom, Robert Benchley - Humor style, Danny Kaye, Reginald Denny (actor) -
Partial filmography, Waterbury, Connecticut - In popular culture, Ben Stiller, Cornwall, Connecticut -
Notable people, James Thurber - Bibliography, Ben Stiller - Awards and honors, David Raksin -
Film/TV scores - selected list, Rhythm and Hues Studios - Selected filmography, New York Film
Festival - NYFF Today, Of Monsters and Men - My Head Is an Animal (2011-present), Everyman - In
fiction, 1947 in film - Notable films released in 1947, Gore Verbinski - Film career, Kristen Wiig, The
New Yorker - Films, and much more...
  the secret lives of walter mitty: LIFE , 1947-08-18 LIFE Magazine is the treasured
photographic magazine that chronicled the 20th Century. It now lives on at LIFE.com, the largest,
most amazing collection of professional photography on the internet. Users can browse, search and
view photos of today’s people and events. They have free access to share, print and post images for



personal use.
  the secret lives of walter mitty: Focus On: 100 Most Popular New Line Cinema Films
Wikipedia contributors,
  the secret lives of walter mitty: Currents of Comedy on the American Screen Nicholas Laham,
2014-01-10 This book analyzes the evolution of film and television comedy from the 1930s through
the present, defining five distinct periods and discussing the dominant comedic trends of each.
Chapters cover the period spanning 1934 to 1942, defined by screwball comedies that offered
distraction from the Great Depression; the suspense comedy, reflecting America's darker worldview
during World War II; the 1950s battle-of-the-sexes comedy; the shift from the physical, exaggerated
comedy of the 1950s to more realistic plotlines; and the new suspense comedy of the 1970s and
1980s, focusing on the popular dumb cop or dumb spy series along with modern remakes including
2006's The Pink Panther and 2008's Get Smart.
  the secret lives of walter mitty: The Last Conceptual Revolution Eric Gander, 1999-01-01 A
critique of Rorty's own provocative political philosophy, as well as an in-depth look at both the issues
concerning the relationship between the public and the private, and arguments on the role of reason
in liberal political discourse generally.
  the secret lives of walter mitty: LIFE , 1947-08-04 LIFE Magazine is the treasured
photographic magazine that chronicled the 20th Century. It now lives on at LIFE.com, the largest,
most amazing collection of professional photography on the internet. Users can browse, search and
view photos of today’s people and events. They have free access to share, print and post images for
personal use.
  the secret lives of walter mitty: How does the movie "The Secret Life of Walter Mitty" (2013)
cinematically and stylistically convey the feeling of freedom, independence and a great journey?
Marcel Wolf, 2020-04-21 Studienarbeit aus dem Jahr 2014 im Fachbereich Anglistik - Literatur,
Note: 2,0, Otto-Friedrich-Universität Bamberg, Veranstaltung: Travel Writing, Sprache: Deutsch,
Abstract: In the year 2013, actor and director Ben Stiller adapted the popular short story “The
Secret Life of Walter Mitty” from James Thurber for the big screen. In order to bring the story about
a chronic day-dreamer who sets out to experience amazing adventures to life, Stiller uses almost
every resources modern cinema has to offer. This term paper enters into the question with the help
of which stylistic and cinematic devices the movie The Secret Life Walter Mitty (2013), in its
moments of the protagonist's travels, conveys the feeling of a great journey and furthermore gives
the viewer a sense of independence and freedom. It was created as part of the seminar Travel
Writing in the winter semester 2013/14 at the University of Bamberg. To first outline a theoretical
basis for the analysis, the relevant methods of film analysis, with a strong emphasis on the individual
construction elements of film (camera, music, lighting, etc.), are explained. Since a movie, according
to Faulstich, is always an “aesthetic product” and is therefore considered as being “literature”, sub
chapter 1.2 concludes the ideas of the literary genre of travel writing so that an analogy between
recurring motives and themes from the genre can be highlighted in the movie. In chapter 2, the
previously presented subject matters of film analysis are displayed and analyzed in selected scenes
of the movie which aim at the creation of the before mentioned sentiments. Chapter 3 summarizes
the results of the analysis.
  the secret lives of walter mitty: The Motion Picture Prescription Gary Solomon, 1995 In
the first book of its kind, Gary Solomon, a.k.a. The Movie Doctor*, supplies a list of healing stories
culled from movies that shows readers how others have coped--and healed--from problems such as
addictions, abuse, bigotry, and physical illnesses.
  the secret lives of walter mitty: AFI Catalog of Motion Pictures Produced in the United States
American Film Institute, 1971
  the secret lives of walter mitty: The Grove Book of Hollywood Christopher Silvester,
2007-12-01 A “treasure trove” of insider accounts of the movie business from its earliest beginnings
to the present day—“exceedingly savvy . . . astute and entertaining” (Variety). The Grove Book of
Hollywood is a richly entertaining anthology of anecdotes and reminiscences from the people who



helped make the City of Angels the storied place we know today. Movie moguls, embittered
screenwriters, bemused outsiders such as P. G. Wodehouse and Evelyn Waugh, and others all have
their say. Organized chronologically, the pieces form a history of Hollywood as only generations of
insiders could tell it. We encounter the first people to move to Hollywood, when it was a dusty
village on the outskirts of Los Angeles, as well as the key players during the heyday of the studio
system in the 1930s. We hear from victims of the blacklist and from contemporary players in an
industry dominated by agents. Coming from a wide variety of sources, the personal recollections
range from the affectionate to the scathing, from the cynical to the grandiose. Here is John Huston
on his drunken fistfight with Errol Flynn; Cecil B. DeMille on the challenges of filming The Ten
Commandments; Frank Capra on working for the great comedic producer Mark Sennett; William
Goldman on the strange behavior of Hollywood executives in meetings; and much more. “A masterly,
magnificent anthology,” The Grove Book of Hollywood is a must for anyone fascinated by Hollywood
and the film industry (Literary Review, London).
  the secret lives of walter mitty: The Cases of Blue Ploermell James Thurber, Bill Peschel, In
1923, the young reporter James Thurber was given a half a page in the Sunday Evening Dispatch of
Columbus, Ohio, every week to fill with anything he wanted. For most of that year, he turned out
book reviews, humorous commentary, jokes, stories, and even literary criticism. He also wrote a
series of 13 short Sherlockian parodies — 10,000 words in all — starring Blue Ploermell, a
“psychosocial” detective with a fondness for animal crackers. Aided (and occasionally impeded) by
his Chinese manservant, Gong Low, Ploermell investigates cases marked by his cock-eyed
deductions, loopy logic, and a knack for leaping to the wrong conclusion. These juvenilia represents
Thurber’s first attempts at learning the craft of humor writing. Looking back at this work years later,
he even considered publishing the Ploermell stories. The Cases of Blue Ploermell, for the first time in
a century, collects the 13 stories. Edited and annotated by Bill Peschel, they show Thurber trying his
hand at characterization, story structure, ethnic humor, and serial writing in a style rarely seen at
any newspaper. In addition to the annotations, Peschel wrote essays on Thurber’s years in
Columbus, Ohio; journalism in the 1920s; the state of Sherlockian parodies; and depictions of
Chinese men and women in American popular culture. Note: The 13 stories are very short, and take
up 40 pages of this 200-page book. The rest of the book consists of these essays: “Becoming James
Thurber” (39 pages); “Journalism in Thurber’s Time” (4 pages); “Sherlockian Parodies in the 1920s”
(8 pages); “The Ancestors of Gong Low” (13 pages); “The Chinese in Popular Culture” (35 pages);
movie reviews (19 pages); chronology (9 pages); lists (7 pages). SHORT DESCRIPTION: In 1923, a
young James Thurber wrote 13 short Sherlockian parodies (10,000 words) for his newspaper in
Columbus, Ohio. They starred Blue Ploermell, a “psychosocial” detective with a fondness for animal
crackers. Aided by his Chinese manservant, he solves cases with his cock-eyed deductions and a
knack for leaping to the wrong conclusion. This book contains the stories plus essays about Thurber.
  the secret lives of walter mitty: Focus On: 100 Most Popular 2010s Fantasy Films
Wikipedia contributors,
  the secret lives of walter mitty: The Secret Life of Walter Mitty ,
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