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Slavoj Žižek and The Sublime Object of Ideology: Unpacking a Philosophical Classic

slavoj zizek the sublime object of ideology is more than just a mouthful of words—it’s a
groundbreaking philosophical work that has shaped contemporary thought on ideology, culture, and
psychoanalysis. First published in 1989, this book marked the emergence of Slovenian philosopher
Slavoj Žižek as a major intellectual force. If you’ve ever wondered how ideology works beneath the
surface of society, or how Lacanian psychoanalysis intersects with Marxist theory, Žižek’s text offers
a compelling and complex exploration.

In this article, we’ll dive into the core concepts of The Sublime Object of Ideology, explore Žižek’s
unique approach, and understand why this book remains relevant today. Whether you’re a
philosophy student, a cultural critic, or just someone curious about ideology and its effects, this deep
dive will help illuminate Žižek’s intriguing ideas.

What Is The Sublime Object of Ideology?

At its heart, The Sublime Object of Ideology is an attempt to rethink ideology—not as a simple set of
false beliefs or illusions, but as something more subtle and pervasive. Žižek draws heavily from
Marx, Freud, and Lacan to argue that ideology functions like a “sublime object.” This means it’s
simultaneously an object of desire and the very structure that shapes our desires.

Understanding Ideology Beyond False Consciousness

Traditional Marxist theory often frames ideology as “false consciousness,” a veil that hides the real
conditions of exploitation. Žižek challenges this notion by suggesting ideology isn’t just a distortion
of reality—it is constitutive of reality itself. In other words, ideology shapes how we experience the
world, our social relations, and even our identity.

This perspective is heavily influenced by Lacanian psychoanalysis, particularly the idea that our
desires are structured by language and symbolic systems. The “sublime object” refers to something
that is both elusive and captivating, a kind of unattainable ideal that drives our ideological fantasies.

The Role of Lacan’s Psychoanalysis in Žižek’s Theory

Žižek’s fusion of Lacan’s theory with Marxism is one of the reasons The Sublime Object of Ideology
stands out. Lacan’s concepts of the Real, the Symbolic, and the Imaginary help explain how ideology
operates on different levels:

- The Symbolic: The network of language and social norms that shape our reality.
- The Imaginary: The realm of images, illusions, and identifications.
- The Real: The traumatic kernel that resists symbolization.



For Žižek, ideology works by masking the Real—the underlying antagonisms and contradictions of
society—through symbolic and imaginary constructions. The “sublime object” is that elusive element
which ideology promises but never fully delivers, keeping us invested in the system despite its flaws.

Slavoj Žižek’s Unique Style and Approach

If you’ve ever encountered Žižek’s writing or talks, you’ll notice his style is anything but dry or
academic. The Sublime Object of Ideology is dense with theory but also peppered with examples
from pop culture, cinema, and politics. This makes his work accessible and engaging, even when
dealing with complex philosophical ideas.

Pop Culture as a Lens to Understand Ideology

One of Žižek’s signature moves is to analyze movies, literature, and everyday cultural phenomena to
reveal ideological mechanisms. In The Sublime Object of Ideology, he discusses everything from
Hitchcock films to Hollywood narratives as ways ideology manifests in our unconscious desires.

This approach helps demystify ideology, showing it’s not just about political propaganda or economic
systems, but about the stories we tell ourselves and the fantasies we live by.

Dialectical Method and Paradox

Žižek employs a dialectical style that embraces contradictions and paradoxes, reflecting the
complexity of ideology itself. Rather than offering neat solutions, he invites readers to grapple with
tensions—such as the coexistence of belief and skepticism or the simultaneous critique and
enjoyment of ideology.

This method encourages critical thinking and self-reflection, key tools for anyone interested in
understanding how ideology shapes our worldview.

Why Does The Sublime Object of Ideology Matter
Today?

Even decades after its publication, The Sublime Object of Ideology remains a vital text for examining
contemporary issues. In a world saturated by media, consumerism, and political spectacle, Žižek’s
insights into ideology are more relevant than ever.

Ideology in the Age of Digital Media

With the rise of social media, fake news, and viral culture, ideology now operates in new and



complex ways. Žižek’s framework helps us see how digital platforms don’t just reflect reality—they
actively construct and reinforce ideological narratives. The “sublime object” in today’s context might
be the idealized self-image on Instagram or the illusion of choice in online marketplaces.

Understanding this can empower individuals to critically engage with the media they consume and
recognize the subtle ways ideology influences behavior.

Political Implications and Ideological Critique

Žižek’s book also offers tools for political analysis. By recognizing that ideology isn’t simply a set of
lies but a structure of desire and identification, activists and thinkers can better address the roots of
political phenomena like nationalism, populism, or consumer capitalism.

Rather than dismissing opposing views as mere propaganda, The Sublime Object of Ideology
encourages a deeper examination of why people embrace certain ideologies and how those beliefs
fulfill psychological and social needs.

Key Takeaways from Slavoj Žižek’s The Sublime Object
of Ideology

To sum up some of the core ideas in a practical way, here are a few insights that readers can apply
in their own thinking:

Ideology is not just deception: It’s a lived experience that shapes how we see the world and
ourselves.

Desire is central: Ideology works by tapping into our unconscious desires and fantasies.

Critical engagement requires self-awareness: To challenge ideology, we must recognize
our own investments in it.

Cultural texts reveal ideology: Films, literature, and media are rich sites to explore
ideological structures.

Contradictions are productive: Embracing paradox helps us understand the complexity of
ideology rather than oversimplify it.

These takeaways highlight why Žižek’s work remains a touchstone for contemporary critical theory
and cultural studies.



Where to Start If You Want to Explore Further

The Sublime Object of Ideology is dense, but don’t let that intimidate you. If you’re interested in
diving deeper into Žižek’s thought, consider these steps:

Familiarize yourself with basic Lacanian concepts: Understanding the Real, Symbolic,1.
and Imaginary will make Žižek’s arguments clearer.

Read Žižek’s other works: Books like “Enjoy Your Symptom!” and “Living in the End Times”2.
continue to develop his ideas in accessible ways.

Watch lectures and interviews: Žižek’s dynamic speaking style often clarifies complex3.
theories with humor and examples.

Engage with secondary literature: Commentaries and critical essays can provide helpful4.
explanations and context.

By taking these steps, you can build a solid foundation to appreciate the depth and nuance of Žižek’s
philosophy.

---

Slavoj Žižek’s The Sublime Object of Ideology challenges us to rethink how ideology functions—not
as a simple veil but as a fundamental structure that shapes our desires and realities. Its blend of
psychoanalysis, Marxist theory, and cultural critique offers a powerful lens to analyze the world
around us. Whether you’re exploring philosophy for the first time or revisiting critical theory, Žižek’s
insights invite ongoing reflection on the forces that shape our collective and individual lives.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of Slavoj Žižek's 'The Sublime Object
of Ideology'?
'The Sublime Object of Ideology' explores the relationship between ideology and subjectivity,
arguing that ideology functions at a subconscious level, shaping our reality through symbolic
structures and fantasies.

How does Žižek use the concept of the 'sublime object' in his
analysis of ideology?
Žižek employs the notion of the 'sublime object' to describe an ideological fantasy that is both
lacking and excessive, serving as a focal point that sustains and masks the contradictions within
ideology.



In what way does Žižek incorporate Lacanian psychoanalysis in
'The Sublime Object of Ideology'?
Žižek integrates Lacanian psychoanalysis by applying Lacan's ideas of the Real, the Symbolic, and
the Imaginary to ideology, suggesting that ideological belief functions like a fantasy structure that
mediates our relationship to social reality.

Why is 'The Sublime Object of Ideology' considered significant
in contemporary critical theory?
The book is significant because it offers a novel synthesis of Marxism, psychoanalysis, and German
Idealism, providing new insights into how ideology operates beyond mere false consciousness and
influences political and social life.

What role does fantasy play in Žižek's theory of ideology in
'The Sublime Object of Ideology'?
Fantasy in Žižek's theory serves as a necessary structure that sustains ideological belief, allowing
individuals to navigate contradictions in reality by investing in a coherent, though ultimately illusory,
narrative.

How does Žižek critique traditional Marxist views of ideology
in 'The Sublime Object of Ideology'?
Žižek critiques traditional Marxism for viewing ideology simply as false consciousness or distortion,
arguing instead that ideology has a more complex, constitutive role in shaping subjectivity and social
reality.

Can you explain the relationship between ideology and the
'Real' in Žižek's work?
In Žižek's framework, ideology functions by masking the 'Real'—the traumatic, inassimilable core of
existence—through symbolic and imaginary constructs, which help subjects to cope with this
underlying void.

How does 'The Sublime Object of Ideology' influence
contemporary political discourse?
The book influences contemporary political discourse by challenging simplistic notions of ideology,
encouraging a deeper understanding of how ideological structures shape political identities, desires,
and power relations.

Additional Resources
Slavoj Žižek: The Sublime Object of Ideology Explored



slavoj zizek the sublime object of ideology remains a cornerstone in contemporary critical
theory, marking a significant contribution to the understanding of ideology through a psychoanalytic
and philosophical lens. Published in 1989, this seminal work by Slovenian philosopher and cultural
critic Slavoj Žižek challenges traditional Marxist interpretations and reinvents the discourse
surrounding ideology, subjectivity, and the symbolic order. By intricately weaving Lacanian
psychoanalysis with Hegelian dialectics and Marxist thought, Žižek opens new avenues for analyzing
how ideology functions beyond mere false consciousness, making the book a pivotal subject for
scholars, students, and readers interested in political philosophy, cultural studies, and
psychoanalysis.

In-depth Analysis of Slavoj Žižek’s The Sublime Object
of Ideology

Žižek’s The Sublime Object of Ideology is not a straightforward critique of capitalism or political
systems; rather, it is an exploration of the mechanisms by which ideology sustains itself in modern
societies. The “sublime object” in the title refers to the enigmatic core around which ideological
fantasies revolve—something simultaneously unattainable and revered, enabling subjects to
maintain their social and psychic positions.

Unlike traditional Marxist theories that often reduce ideology to a veil obscuring economic realities,
Žižek adopts a Lacanian perspective, framing ideology as a structure embedded within the
unconscious desires of subjects. This perspective suggests that ideology is not simply imposed from
above but is actively constituted through the fantasies individuals participate in willingly, often
unconsciously. Such a viewpoint complicates the standard understanding of ideology, highlighting
its paradoxical nature: ideology is both oppressive and constitutive of subjectivity.

Intersections of Lacanian Psychoanalysis and Marxism

A critical feature of Žižek’s approach is his synthesis of Lacanian psychoanalysis with Marxist
theory. He draws heavily on Jacques Lacan’s concepts of the symbolic order, the Real, and the
Imaginary to explain how ideology operates on multiple levels. The symbolic order refers to the
system of language and social norms shaping human experience, while the Real signifies what
resists symbolization, often experienced as trauma or void.

Žižek argues that ideology functions as a kind of “fantasmatic screen” that masks the Real’s
disruptions, allowing subjects to navigate social reality without confronting its traumatic
contradictions directly. This dynamic explains why ideologies persist even when they appear
irrational or contradictory—they fulfill a psychic function that satisfies unconscious desires.

The Role of the “Sublime Object” in Ideology

Central to Žižek’s argument is the concept of the “sublime object,” a term borrowed and
transformed from Kantian aesthetics and Lacanian theory. The sublime object is not an object in the
traditional sense but a focal point for ideological investment. It captures the subject’s desire and



organizes their worldview, often embodying contradictions and gaps that ideology conceals.

For example, in capitalist ideology, the sublime object could be the free market or the figure of the
entrepreneurial individual—an idealized concept that glosses over systemic inequalities and
conflicts. This object is “sublime” because it inspires awe and reverence, yet it is fundamentally
unattainable or incomplete, maintaining the subject in a state of desire and ideological commitment.

Key Themes and Contributions

Žižek’s work introduces several key themes that have influenced subsequent ideological critique and
cultural analysis:

Ideology as Fantasy: Ideology is not merely a set of false beliefs but a fantasy structure that
organizes reality for subjects.

Subjectivity and Ideology: The subject is not outside ideology but is constituted through it,
blurring the lines between agency and structure.

Critique of Postmodernism: Žižek critiques postmodern relativism by emphasizing the
persistence of ideological structures despite fragmentation.

Use of Popular Culture: The book employs examples from film, literature, and politics to
illustrate complex theoretical points, making it accessible to a broader audience.

These themes have cemented The Sublime Object of Ideology as a foundational text in contemporary
theory, influencing fields as diverse as political philosophy, psychoanalysis, cultural studies, and
media criticism.

Comparisons with Other Ideological Critiques

When placed alongside other ideological critiques, Žižek’s work stands out for its interdisciplinary
nature and depth. Traditional Marxist texts, such as those by Althusser, focus heavily on state
apparatuses and economic determinism, whereas Žižek’s Lacanian-infused approach considers the
unconscious desires that perpetuate ideology.

Similarly, compared to Antonio Gramsci’s concept of cultural hegemony, which emphasizes consent
and cultural leadership, Žižek’s analysis probes the deeper psychoanalytic processes that sustain
ideological consent beyond rational agreement. This makes his work both more abstract and more
nuanced in explaining why ideological structures appear resilient even in the face of empirical
contradictions.



Relevance and Criticisms in Contemporary Discourse

As ideological battles intensify in today’s polarized political landscape, the insights from Slavoj Žižek
the sublime object of ideology remain highly relevant. His framing of ideology as a set of
unconscious fantasies helps explain phenomena such as populism, conspiracy theories, and the
emotional investments individuals make in political identities.

However, the book is not without its critiques. Some scholars argue that Žižek’s dense theoretical
language and heavy reliance on Lacanian psychoanalysis can be inaccessible, limiting the practical
application of his ideas outside academic circles. Others contend that his approach sometimes
underemphasizes material conditions in favor of symbolic analysis, potentially overlooking economic
and class struggles.

Despite these criticisms, The Sublime Object of Ideology continues to provoke debate and inspire
new research, underscoring its significance as a dynamic and evolving text.

Practical Applications and Influence

The influence of Žižek’s analysis extends beyond philosophy into cultural criticism and political
activism. His methodology encourages readers to look beyond surface-level political rhetoric and
investigate the underlying fantasies that animate social movements and ideologies.

In media studies, for instance, Žižek’s concepts help decode how films and popular culture reflect
and reinforce ideological structures. In politics, activists and theorists draw on his work to
understand how ideological attachments shape voter behavior and public opinion.

Media analysts apply Žižek’s theory to decode ideological messaging in news and
entertainment.

Political theorists use his framework to analyze the emotional underpinnings of nationalist and
populist movements.

Academics in psychoanalysis explore the intersections between ideology and unconscious
desire.

Such applications demonstrate the continuing vitality of Slavoj Žižek the sublime object of ideology
as a tool for comprehending complex societal dynamics.

Exploring Slavoj Žižek’s The Sublime Object of Ideology reveals a sophisticated and challenging
rethinking of how ideology shapes human experience. By blending psychoanalysis, philosophy, and
political theory, Žižek offers a compelling lens through which to view the persistence of ideological
belief systems in contemporary culture, encouraging ongoing reflection on the interplay between
desire, belief, and social reality.



Slavoj Zizek The Sublime Object Of Ideology

  slavoj zizek the sublime object of ideology: The Sublime Object of Ideology Slavoj Zizek,
2009-01-05 Slavoj Žižek, the maverick philosopher, author of over 30 books, acclaimed as the “Elvis
of cultural theory”, and today’s most controversial public intellectual. His work traverses the fields
of philosophy, psychoanalysis, theology, history and political theory, taking in film, popular culture,
literature and jokes—all to provide acute analyses of the complexities of contemporary ideology as
well as a serious and sophisticated philosophy. His recent films The Pervert’s Guide to the Cinema
and Žižek! reveal a theorist at the peak of his powers and a skilled communicator. Now Verso is
making his classic titles, each of which stand as a core of his ever-expanding life’s work, available as
new editions. Each is beautifully re-packaged, including new introductions from Žižek himself.
Simply put, they are the essential texts for understanding Žižek’s thought and thus cornerstones of
contemporary philosophy. The Sublime Object of Ideology: Slavoj Žižek’s first book is a provocative
and original work looking at the question of human agency in a postmodern world. In a thrilling tour
de force that made his name, he explores the ideological fantasies of wholeness and exclusion which
make up human society.
  slavoj zizek the sublime object of ideology: The Sublime Object of Ideology Slavoj Žižek,
1989 In this provocative and original work, Slavoj _i_ek takes a look at the question of human agency
in a postmodern world. From the sinking of the Titanic to Hitchcock’s Rear Window, from the operas
of Wagner to science fiction, from Alien to the Jewish Joke, the author’s acute analyses explore the
ideological fantasies of wholeness and exclusion which make up human society. _i_ek takes issue
with analysts of the postmodern condition from Habermas to Sloterdijk, showing that the idea of a
‘post-ideological’ world ignores the fact that ‘even if we do not take things seriously, we are still
doing them’. Rejecting postmodernism’s unified world of surfaces, he traces a line of thought from
Hegel to Althusser and Lacan, in which the human subject is split, divided by a deep antagonism
which determines social reality and through which ideology operates. Linking key psychoanalytical
and philosophical concepts to social phenomena such as totalitarianism and racism, the book
explores the political significance of these fantasies of control. In so doing, The Sublime Object of
Ideology represents a powerful contribution to a psychoanalytical theory of ideology, as well as
offering persuasive interpretations of a number of contemporary cultural formations.
  slavoj zizek the sublime object of ideology: The sublime object of ideology Slavoj Žižek,
Ernesto Laclau, 2008
  slavoj zizek the sublime object of ideology: Žižek's The Sublime Object of Ideology Rafael
Winkler, 2024-05-30 First published in 1989, The Sublime Object of Ideology was Žižek's
breakthrough work, and is still regarded by many as his masterpiece. It was an iconoclastic
reinvention of ideology critique that introduced the English-speaking world to Žižek's scorching
brand of cultural and philosophical commentary and the multifaceted ways in which he explained it.
Tying together concepts from aesthetics, psychoanalytic theory, cultural studies and the philosophy
of belief, it changed the face of contemporary commentary and remains the underpinning of much of
his subsequent thinking. This compelling guide introduces all of the influential thinkers and
foundational concepts which Žižek draws on to create this seminal work. Grounding the text's many
and varied references in the work of Peter Sloterdijk, Saul Kripke, Walter Benjamin, Jacques Lacan,
Jacques Derrida, Immanuel Kant and G.W.F. Hegel, amongst others, helps students who are
encountering this mercurial writer for the first time to understand the philosophical context of his
early explorations. Each of Žižek's key arguments are unpacked and laid out, alongside an invaluable
account of how The Sublime Object of Ideology impacted the critical terrain on which it landed.
  slavoj zizek the sublime object of ideology: The Abyss of Freedom Slavoj Žižek, 1997 An
essay by philosopher Slavoj Zizek, with an English translation of Schelling's beautiful and evocative
Ages of the World, second draft
  slavoj zizek the sublime object of ideology: Lacan Slavoj Zizek, 2006-04-17 The giant of

https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-163/slavoj-zizek-the-sublime-object-of-ideology.pdf


Ljubljana marshals some of the greatest thinkers of our age in support of a dazzling re-evaluation of
Jacques Lacan.
  slavoj zizek the sublime object of ideology: The Rhetorical Surface of Democracy Scott
Welsh, 2012-10-18 Citizens, political theorists, and politicians alike insist that political or partisan
motives get in the way of real democracy. Real democracy, we are convinced, is embodied by an
ability to form collective judgments in the interest of the whole. The Rhetorical Surface of
Democracy: How Deliberative Ideals Undermine Democratic Politics, by Scott Welsh, argues instead
that it is our easy rejection of political motives, individual interests, and the rhetorical pursuit of
power that poses the greatest danger to democracy. Our rejection of politics understood as a
rhetorical contest for power is dangerous because democracy ultimately rests upon the perceived
public legitimacy of public, political challenges to authority and the subsequent reconstitution of
authority amid the impossibility of collective judgment. Hence, rather than searching for allegedly
more authentic democracy, rooted in the pursuit of ever-illusive collective judgments, we must find
ways to come to terms with the persistence of rhetorical, political contests for power as the essence
of democracy itself. Welsh argues that the impossibility of any kind of public judgment is the fact
that democracy must face. Given the impossibility of public judgment, rhetorical competitions for
political power are not merely poor substitutes for an allegedly more authentic democratic practice,
but constitute the essence of democracy itself. The Rhetorical Surface of Democracy is an
iconoclastic investigation of the democratic process and public discourse.
  slavoj zizek the sublime object of ideology: Architecture or Revolution Nadir Lahiji,
2020-09-22 By linking building theory to the emancipatory project of critique advanced by radical
thinkers in our time, this work investigates the key conceptual and historical elements that
culminate in an emancipatory theory of building entitled: 'Toward a philosophy of shelter’. Taking
Marx as its only resource, this work proceeds with the conviction that our era is contemporaneous to
Marx’s historical era. This means ‘not judging the validity of Marx from the perspective of the
historical situation’, but rather, ‘demonstrating the validity of a Marxian perspective for a singular
historical situation’, as ours. This work will therefore translate this perspective into seeing the
situation of architecture through the eyes of Marx. All those concerned with the predicament in our
current condition in which architecture must play a major social role in upholding the universal
value of what Alain Badiou calls 'generic humanity' will take an interest in this work. In particular,
architects, critics, scholars, and students inside the field of architecture who would be seeking the
application of this universal value to a new theory of building will be a welcoming audience for this
work.
  slavoj zizek the sublime object of ideology: Zizek Kelsey Wood, 2012-03-19 A comprehensive
overview of Slavoj Zizek's thought, including all of his published works to date. Provides a solid basis
in the work of an engaging thinker and teacher whose ideas will continue to inform philosophical,
psychological, political, and cultural discourses well into the future Identifies the major currents in
Zizek's thought, discussing all of his works and providing a background in continental philosophy
and psychoanalytic theory necessary to its understanding Explores Zizek's growing popularity
through his engagement in current events, politics, and cultural studies Pertains to a variety of
fields, including contemporary philosophy, psychology, cultural studies, sociology, political science,
esthetics, literary theory, film theory, and theology
  slavoj zizek the sublime object of ideology: From 1989, Or European Music and the
Modernist Unconscious Seth Brodsky, 2017-01-24 Roth Family Foundation music in America
imprint.
  slavoj zizek the sublime object of ideology: A Critique of Liberal Cynicism Will Barnes,
2022-07-26 Where does Extreme Liberal Cynicism—so common in academic and popular
culture—come from, and is it capable of solving the problems it identifies? A Critique of Liberal
Cynicism: Peter Sloterdijk, Judith Butler, and Critical Liberalism identifies the motivations and
resources within liberal cynicism and their potential for overcoming its pernicious extremes. Will
Barnes describes Extreme Liberal Cynicism as a product of mourning, guilt, and the experience of



powerlessness stemming from the trauma of holding liberal investments in a world in which these
investments are vulnerable to ideological critique and seem to have failed. Extreme Liberal Cynicism
seeks invulnerability through disavowing the efficacy of its constitutive ideals achieved via a reified
hopelessness that eclipses trauma, guilt, and disempowerment leaving the cynic unhappy, alienated,
hostile, obstinate, delusional, and desperate; thus, it is a failing self-defense mechanism. Barnes
argues that although Extreme Liberal Cynicism is rationally unjustifiable and intrinsically harmful, it
also contains the impetus for a reappropriation of its complex desires and losses. This adjustment
could compel the extreme cynic to maintain a moderate critical liberal cynicism committed to
critiquing and reinvigorating its constitutive ideals of freedom, equality, and justice, and thereby
contribute positively to progressive politics.
  slavoj zizek the sublime object of ideology: Zizek and Media Studies M. Flisfeder, L. Willis,
2014-04-09 Film, media, and cultural theorists have long appealed to Lacanian theory in order to
discern processes of subjectivization, representation, and ideological interpellation. Here, the
contributors take up a Zizekian approach to studies of cinema and media, raising questions about
power, ideology, sexual difference, and enjoyment.
  slavoj zizek the sublime object of ideology: Everything You Always Wanted to Know about
Literature but Were Afraid to Ask Žižek Russell Sbriglia, 2017-02-27 Challenging the widely-held
assumption that Slavoj Žižek's work is far more germane to film and cultural studies than to literary
studies, this volume demonstrates the importance of Žižek to literary criticism and theory. The
contributors show how Žižek's practice of reading theory and literature through one another allows
him to critique, complicate, and advance the understanding of Lacanian psychoanalysis and German
Idealism, thereby urging a rethinking of historicity and universality. His methodology has
implications for analyzing literature across historical periods, nationalities, and genres and can
enrich theoretical frameworks ranging from aesthetics, semiotics, and psychoanalysis to feminism,
historicism, postcolonialism, and ecocriticism. The contributors also offer Žižekian interpretations of
a wide variety of texts, including Geoffrey Chaucer's Troilus and Criseyde, Shakespeare's The
Merchant of Venice, Samuel Beckett's Not I, and William Burroughs's Nova Trilogy. The collection
includes an essay by Žižek on subjectivity in Shakespeare and Beckett. Everything You Always
Wanted to Know about Literature but Were Afraid to Ask Žižek affirms Žižek's value to literary
studies while offering a rigorous model of Žižekian criticism. Contributors. Shawn Alfrey, Daniel
Beaumont, Geoff Boucher, Andrew Hageman, Jamil Khader, Anna Kornbluh, Todd McGowan, Paul
Megna, Russell Sbriglia, Louis-Paul Willis, Slavoj Žižek
  slavoj zizek the sublime object of ideology: The Circular Structure of Power Torben Bech
Dyrberg, 1997 Few concepts in social theory have been used so extravagantly in recent years as the
notion of power. Yet despite its inflated presence, the term is still unclear and undertheorized. In
The Circular Structure of Power, Torben Dyrberg rises to the challenge of conceptualizing power
through a philosophical examination of its uses in contemporary social theory. Drawing on the
insights of Michel Foucoult, Ernesto Laclau and Chantal Mouffe, Dyrberg brings this continental
tradition into a creative dialogue with the Anglo-American tradition represented by figures such as
Steven Lukes, William Connolly, Peter Bachrach and Morton Baratz. Moreover, Dyrberg moves from
such abstract considerations to their implications for political and democratic theory through an
examination of the work of thinkers as diverse as Robert Dahl, John Rawls, Jürgen Habermas and
Nicos Poulantzas. Simultaneously engaging with and defying many of the dominant definitions of
power, Torben Dyrberg destabilizes and undermines the conventional distinctions and polarities
through which power is usually understood. The new perspective offered to us by this investigation
is one which goes beyond the assumption that power can be based on and derived from either
agency or structure, as if these categories themselves were not somehow constituted by power.
  slavoj zizek the sublime object of ideology: Žižek on Race Zahi Zalloua, 2020-02-20 Slavoj
Žižek's prolific comments on anti-Semitism, Islamophobia, scapegoating, popular nationalism, the
refugee crisis, Eurocentrism, the War on Terror, neocolonialism, global justice, and rioting comprise
a dizzying array of thinking. But what can we pull out of his various writings and commentaries on



race in the contemporary world? Is there anything approaching a Žižekian philosophy of race? Zahi
Zalloua argues here that there is and that the often polemical style of Žižek's pronouncements
shouldn't undermine the importance and urgency of his work in this area. Zalloua not only examines
Žižek's philosophy of race but addresses the misconceptions that have arisen and some of the
perceived shortcomings in his work to date. Žižek on Race also puts Žižek in dialogue with critical
race and anti-colonial studies, dwelling on the sparks struck up by this dialogue and the differences,
gaps, and absences it points up. Engaging Žižek's singular contribution to the analysis of race and
racism, Žižek on Race both patiently interrogates and critically extends his direct comments on the
topic, developing more fully the potential of his thought. In a response to the book, Žižek boldly
reaffirms his theoretical stance, clarifying further his often difficult-to-work-out positions on some of
his more controversial pronouncements.
  slavoj zizek the sublime object of ideology: Entertaining the Third Reich Linda
Schulte-Sasse, 1996 On Nazi cinema
  slavoj zizek the sublime object of ideology: The Subject of Liberation Charles Wells,
2014-07-31 The book shares Žižek's central problem of how to revitalize the radical political left
through theory. It initially follows the argument developed in The Ticklish Subject that contemporary
leftist thought is divided by antagonism between a Marxist revolutionary politics founded on
Enlightenment philosophy and a politics of identity founded on post-modern post-structuralism. How
Žižek used Lacan's theory of character structures is examined here to describe this theoretical
deadlock and explain how the dominant contemporary ideologies of liberal tolerant multiculturalism
and reactionary pseudo-fundamentalism compete to mobilize the individual subject's unconscious
drive to enjoyment. The book thus emphasizes the moments in which Žižek hints that Lacanian
theory may describe a practice that facilitates the resolution of antagonisms that placate radical
leftist politics. It challenges prevalent interpretations of Lacanian ends of analysis, to ultimately
connect the psychoanalytic cure to the leftist project of social and political liberation. The Subject of
Liberation argues that if Lacan is to be useful to leftist politics, then the left has to develop its own
definitions of the post-analytic subject, and proposes one such definition developed out of Lacanian
and Žižekian theory.
  slavoj zizek the sublime object of ideology: Hegel and the Foundations of Literary
Theory Rafey Habib, 2019 Habib argues that the basic principles and assumptions of modern
literary theory derive from the thought of German philosopher Hegel.
  slavoj zizek the sublime object of ideology: The Actuality of Communism Bruno Bosteels,
2014-09-24 One of the rising stars of contemporary critical theory, Bruno Bosteels discusses the new
currents of thought generated by figures such as Alain Badiou, Jacques Rancière and Slavoj Žižek,
who are spearheading the revival of interest in communism. Bosteels examines this resurgence of
communist thought through the prism of “speculative leftism” – an incapacity to move beyond lofty
abstractions and thoroughly rethink the categories of masses, classes and state. Debating those
questions with writers including Roberto Esposito and Alberto Moreiras, Bosteels also provides a
vital account of the work of the Bolivian Vice President and thinker Álvaro García Linera.
  slavoj zizek the sublime object of ideology: Histories of Violence Brad Evans, Terrell Carver,
2017-01-15 While there is a tacit appreciation that freedom from violence will lead to more
prosperous relations among peoples, violence continues to be deployed for various political and
social ends. Yet the problem of violence still defies neat description, subject to many competing
interpretations. Histories of Violence offers an accessible yet compelling examination of the problem
of violence as it appears in the corpus of canonical figures – from Hannah Arendt to Frantz Fanon,
Michel Foucault to Slavoj Žižek – who continue to influence and inform contemporary political,
philosophical, sociological, cultural, and anthropological study. Written by a team of internationally
renowned experts, this is an essential interrogation of post-war critical thought as it relates to
violence.
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