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Immanuel Kant Grounding for the Metaphysics of Morals: A Deep Dive into Moral Philosophy

immanuel kant grounding for the metaphysics of morals marks a pivotal moment in the history of

ethical philosophy. Kant’s work, published in 1785, sought to establish a foundation for morality that

transcends empirical experience and subjective inclinations. Unlike earlier ethical theories that relied

heavily on consequences or social conventions, Kant aimed to uncover the pure, rational basis upon

which moral laws stand. His exploration into the nature of duty, autonomy, and moral law continues to

influence philosophical debates and practical ethics today.

Understanding what Kant meant by “grounding” in this context requires appreciating his goal: to find

an a priori, universally valid principle that underpins moral judgments. This article will explore the key

concepts and arguments presented in Kant’s Grounding for the Metaphysics of Morals, unpacking his

ideas about the categorical imperative, the role of reason in ethics, and the nature of moral obligation.

Along the way, we will also touch on how Kant’s ideas contrast with other ethical theories, shedding

light on why his contributions remain profoundly relevant.

The Context of Kant’s Moral Philosophy

Before diving into the core of Kant’s Grounding for the Metaphysics of Morals, it’s helpful to place his

work within the broader landscape of philosophical thought. During the 18th century, Enlightenment

thinkers wrestled with questions about human nature, reason, and the basis for ethical behavior. Many

philosophers, such as David Hume, emphasized empirical observation and sentiment as the roots of

morality. Kant, however, was dissatisfied with this approach.

He argued that morality must rest on something more stable than feelings or contingent circumstances.



For Kant, the basis of moral law lies in pure practical reason—our capacity to act according to

principles that can be willed universally. This meant looking beyond subjective desires and focusing on

the form and source of moral commands themselves.

Key Concepts in Kant’s Grounding for the Metaphysics of

Morals

The Concept of Duty

Central to Kant’s moral philosophy is the notion of duty. Unlike theories that define morality by

outcomes (like utilitarianism), Kant insists that an action’s moral worth depends on whether it is done

from duty. This means acting out of respect for the moral law, not because of personal gain or

emotional impulses.

For example, if someone helps a neighbor solely to gain favor, their action lacks true moral worth

according to Kant. However, if they help because they recognize it as a moral duty—regardless of

personal consequences—the action is genuinely moral.

The Categorical Imperative

Arguably the most famous element of Kant’s ethical system is the categorical imperative, which serves

as the supreme principle of morality. Kant distinguishes this from hypothetical imperatives, which

depend on personal goals (e.g., “If you want to stay healthy, exercise”).

The categorical imperative, by contrast, commands unconditionally: “Act only according to that maxim

whereby you can at the same time will that it should become a universal law.” This means any moral

rule must hold universally, without exception. If a proposed action’s guiding maxim cannot be



universalized without contradiction, it is morally impermissible.

Autonomy and Moral Law

Another vital aspect of Kant’s grounding is the emphasis on autonomy. He argues that true moral

agents are self-legislators, meaning they impose moral law on themselves through reason rather than

obey external commands or internal desires blindly.

This autonomy is what makes moral obligations binding. Because we rationally endorse the moral law,

we are accountable for our actions and capable of moral responsibility. Kant’s view here elevates

human dignity and rationality as the foundation of ethics.

How Kant Grounds Morality: The Metaphysical Approach

Kant’s project is metaphysical because it seeks a foundation that is independent of empirical facts. He

wants to identify moral principles that hold necessarily and universally, not just contingently or

culturally. This is why he insists on the importance of a priori reasoning in ethics.

The Role of Reason in Moral Judgments

For Kant, reason is not merely a tool for discovering facts about the world; it is the source of moral law

itself. Practical reason reveals duties by formulating maxims and testing their universalizability through

the categorical imperative.

This approach contrasts with ethical theories that rely on emotions, social conventions, or outcomes.

Kant’s grounding shows that morality is grounded in the structure of rationality itself, making morality

objective and binding for all rational beings.



Freedom and the Possibility of Moral Law

An essential metaphysical assumption in Kant’s system is freedom. Moral responsibility presupposes

that agents have free will—that they are capable of choosing their actions independently of

deterministic causality.

Without freedom, moral laws would be meaningless because no one could be held accountable for

their actions. Kant’s grounding thus intertwines metaphysics and ethics: freedom is a necessary

condition for moral obligation.

Practical Implications of Kant’s Moral Philosophy

Understanding Kant’s grounding for the metaphysics of morals isn’t just an academic exercise; it offers

practical insights into how we approach ethical decision-making in everyday life.

Acting from Principle Rather Than Consequence

One takeaway is the importance of acting from principle. Rather than focusing solely on outcomes or

personal preferences, Kant encourages us to consider whether the rules guiding our actions could be

adopted universally. This mindset fosters consistency, fairness, and respect for others as rational

beings.

Respect for Persons as Ends in Themselves

Kant also famously argues that we should treat humanity, whether in ourselves or others, always as an

end and never merely as a means. This principle challenges us to respect the inherent dignity of

individuals, opposing exploitation, manipulation, or instrumentalization.



Building Moral Character Through Duty

By highlighting duty as the source of moral worth, Kant’s philosophy invites us to cultivate a sense of

responsibility and integrity. Moral growth involves learning to act out of respect for moral law, even

when it conflicts with our desires or conveniences.

Critiques and Continuing Influence

While Kant’s grounding for the metaphysics of morals is highly influential, it has also faced critiques.

Some argue that his strict emphasis on duty and reason neglects the role of emotions and

relationships in morality. Others question the practicality of universalizing maxims in complex, real-

world situations.

Despite these debates, Kant’s work remains a cornerstone of moral philosophy. His ideas continue to

inspire contemporary discussions in ethics, human rights, and legal theory. Many philosophers and

ethicists build upon or respond to Kantian principles when exploring justice, autonomy, and moral

reasoning.

Final Thoughts on Kant’s Grounding for the Metaphysics of

Morals

Engaging with immanuel kant grounding for the metaphysics of morals invites us to think deeply about

the nature of right and wrong beyond cultural or subjective influences. Kant’s insistence on reason,

duty, and universal principles challenges us to hold ourselves to a higher ethical standard. While not

without its challenges, this framework offers a powerful lens for understanding morality as a rational,

autonomous pursuit—one that respects human dignity and fosters genuine moral responsibility.

Whether you are a philosophy student, an ethics enthusiast, or simply curious about the foundations of



moral thought, Kant’s grounding remains a profound and rewarding area of study.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main purpose of Immanuel Kant's 'Grounding for the

Metaphysics of Morals'?

The main purpose of Kant's 'Grounding for the Metaphysics of Morals' is to establish a foundation for

moral philosophy based on reason and to identify the fundamental principle of morality, which he calls

the Categorical Imperative.

What is the Categorical Imperative according to Kant?

The Categorical Imperative is Kant's central moral principle that commands actions to be performed

universally and unconditionally, meaning one should act only according to maxims that can be willed

as universal laws applicable to everyone.

How does Kant differentiate between hypothetical and categorical

imperatives?

Kant distinguishes hypothetical imperatives, which are conditional and depend on personal desires

(e.g., 'If you want to be healthy, exercise'), from categorical imperatives, which are unconditional moral

commands that apply universally regardless of personal goals or desires.

What role does reason play in Kant's moral philosophy in the

'Grounding for the Metaphysics of Morals'?

Reason plays a crucial role as the source of moral law in Kant's philosophy; moral duties are derived

from rationality itself, and moral principles must be grounded in reason rather than empirical

experience or emotions.



What does Kant mean by 'good will' in the context of his moral

theory?

For Kant, 'good will' is the only thing that is good without qualification; it refers to the intention to act

according to moral duty and the Categorical Imperative, regardless of the consequences or personal

inclinations.

How does Kant argue for the universality of moral laws in the

'Grounding for the Metaphysics of Morals'?

Kant argues that moral laws must be universal because moral principles are derived from reason,

which is the same for all rational beings. Therefore, a moral law must be applicable to everyone and

must be consistent if universalized.

What is a 'maxim' in Kantian ethics and how is it used?

A 'maxim' is a personal principle or rule of action that an individual adopts. In Kantian ethics, one tests

a maxim by applying the Categorical Imperative to see if it can be universally willed without

contradiction, determining its moral permissibility.

Why does Kant reject morality based on consequences in the

'Grounding for the Metaphysics of Morals'?

Kant rejects consequentialism because morality, according to him, must be based on duty and the

intrinsic rightness of actions, not on the outcomes they produce. Moral worth comes from acting out of

respect for the moral law, not from achieving desired results.

How has Kant's 'Grounding for the Metaphysics of Morals' influenced

modern ethical theory?

Kant's work has profoundly influenced modern ethical theory by establishing deontological ethics,

emphasizing duty, autonomy, and universal moral laws. It has shaped discussions on human rights,



justice, and moral philosophy beyond consequentialist frameworks.

Additional Resources

Immanuel Kant Grounding for the Metaphysics of Morals: A Philosophical Investigation

immanuel kant grounding for the metaphysics of morals remains a seminal work in the annals of moral

philosophy, exerting profound influence on ethical theory and metaphysics alike. First published in

1785, this text sets out to establish a foundation for morality that is not contingent on empirical

experience but rooted in pure reason. Kant’s rigorous approach attempts to uncover the a priori

principles underlying moral duty, challenging the prevailing consequentialist and empirical ethics of his

time.

At its core, the Grounding for the Metaphysics of Morals seeks to answer a pivotal question: What is

the supreme principle of morality? Kant’s answer centers on the concept of the categorical imperative,

a universal moral law derived from reason itself, independent of personal desires or contingent

circumstances. This foundational work not only elaborates on the nature of moral obligation but also

delineates the conditions under which such obligations are valid and binding.

Context and Philosophical Significance

To fully appreciate the impact of Kant’s Grounding for the Metaphysics of Morals, it is essential to

situate it within the broader landscape of 18th-century philosophy. The Enlightenment era was

characterized by a growing emphasis on reason and scientific inquiry, yet moral philosophy often

remained entangled with theological or empirical justifications. Kant’s project was revolutionary in its

attempt to establish morality on purely rational grounds, thereby providing a universal and objective

foundation for ethics.

The metaphysics of morals, as Kant envisioned, is not concerned with particular moral codes or



customs but with the underlying principles that make moral judgments possible. His methodical

approach contrasts sharply with utilitarianism, which grounds morality in outcomes or happiness, and

with sentimentalist ethics, which emphasize feelings. By proposing a duty-based ethics grounded in

reason, Kant reoriented moral philosophy toward deontological principles.

The Categorical Imperative: The Heart of Kantian Ethics

Central to Kant’s moral philosophy is the categorical imperative, a principle that commands actions

irrespective of personal motives or ends. Unlike hypothetical imperatives, which depend on contingent

desires (e.g., “If you want to be healthy, exercise”), the categorical imperative is unconditional and

universally binding.

Kant formulated several versions of this imperative, each illuminating different facets of moral law:

The Formula of Universal Law: Act only according to that maxim whereby you can at the same

time will that it should become a universal law.

The Formula of Humanity: Act so that you treat humanity, whether in your own person or in that

of another, always as an end and never as a means only.

The Formula of Autonomy: Every rational being must so act as if they were through their maxims

a law-making member of a kingdom of ends.

Each formulation reinforces the idea that moral duties arise from the rational nature of human beings,

affirming autonomy and respect as non-negotiable ethical imperatives.



Distinction Between Hypothetical and Categorical Imperatives

Kant’s analysis differentiates between two types of imperatives that guide human action. Hypothetical

imperatives are conditional and depend on particular desires or goals. For example, “If you want to

pass the exam, you should study” presupposes a specific end and is thus contingent.

In contrast, categorical imperatives are absolute and unconditional. They apply irrespective of

individual inclinations or objectives. This distinction is crucial for understanding Kant’s project of

grounding morality metaphysically: only a categorical imperative can serve as the foundation for

universal moral laws that are valid for all rational agents.

Metaphysical Foundations of Moral Law

Kant’s endeavor to ground morality metaphysically entails establishing ethical principles independently

of empirical experience. He argues that moral law must be derived from pure practical reason, which

operates a priori. This contrasts with empirical moral theories that base judgments on observation of

consequences or human feelings.

The Grounding for the Metaphysics of Morals proposes that the moral law is a product of reason itself,

discoverable through rational reflection. Kant’s approach underscores that moral obligations are

necessary and universally valid, not contingent upon cultural norms or subjective preferences.

Good Will as the Only Unconditional Good

A key feature of Kant’s moral metaphysics is his emphasis on the “good will” as the sole thing that is

good without qualification. Unlike talents, intelligence, or even happiness, which can be used for ill

ends, the good will is intrinsically valuable. Kant asserts that the moral worth of an action lies not in its

outcomes but in the intention or maxim behind it, specifically when it is done out of duty.



This conception challenges consequentialist ethics by prioritizing intention over results, marking a

distinctive contribution to moral philosophy.

Duty and Moral Worth

Kant’s framework defines duty as the necessity to act out of respect for the moral law. Actions

performed merely in accordance with duty but motivated by self-interest or inclination lack genuine

moral worth. Conversely, actions performed from duty, guided by recognition of the categorical

imperative, possess true ethical value.

This rigorous criterion for moral worth elevates the role of rational deliberation and autonomy,

reinforcing Kant’s metaphysical grounding of ethics.

Implications and Critiques

The influence of Immanuel Kant’s Grounding for the Metaphysics of Morals extends beyond philosophy

into legal theory, political ethics, and contemporary moral debates. Its insistence on universal principles

has informed modern human rights discourse and deontological frameworks.

However, the work has faced critiques on several fronts. Some argue that Kant’s abstract, formalistic

approach struggles to address complex moral dilemmas involving conflicting duties. Others question

the feasibility of deriving concrete moral norms exclusively from reason, suggesting that emotions and

social context play indispensable roles.

Moreover, critics highlight potential rigidity in Kantian ethics, where adherence to duty may lead to

morally counterintuitive outcomes if consequences are neglected. These challenges continue to

stimulate scholarly dialogue, underscoring the enduring relevance of Kant’s metaphysical grounding.



Comparison with Other Ethical Theories

When juxtaposed with utilitarianism, which evaluates morality based on maximizing happiness or utility,

Kant’s approach stands apart by rejecting the primacy of outcomes. His categorical imperative

demands consistency and respect for persons that utilitarian calculations sometimes overlook.

Similarly, virtue ethics emphasizes character and moral development rather than universal laws. Kant’s

focus on duty and rationality contrasts with the virtue ethicists’ concern for practical wisdom and moral

emotions, highlighting diverse approaches to ethical inquiry.

Legacy and Continuing Relevance

Immanuel Kant’s Grounding for the Metaphysics of Morals remains a cornerstone of modern moral

philosophy. Its rigorous attempt to establish an a priori foundation for ethics challenges scholars to

reconsider the nature of moral obligation and the role of reason. The work’s enduring presence in

academic curricula and philosophical discourse testifies to its profound impact.

In an era marked by ethical relativism and pluralism, Kant’s vision of universal moral law grounded in

reason offers a compelling counterpoint. While debates continue regarding its application and

limitations, the metaphysical grounding of morality articulated in this text continues to inspire reflection

on the principles that ought to guide human conduct.

Immanuel Kant Grounding For The Metaphysics Of Morals

  immanuel kant grounding for the metaphysics of morals: Kant: Groundwork of the
Metaphysics of Morals Immanuel Kant, 1998-04-23 Immanuel Kant's Groundwork of the
Metaphysics of Morals ranks alongside Plato's Republic and Aristotle's Nicomachean Ethics as one
of the most profound and influential works in moral philosophy ever written. In Kant's own words its
aim is to search for and establish the supreme principle of morality, the categorical imperative. Kant
argues that every human being is an end in himself or herself, never to be used as a means by
others, and that moral obligation is an expression of the human capacity for autonomy or
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self-government. This edition presents the acclaimed translation of the text by Mary Gregor,
together with an introduction by Christine M. Korsgaard that examines and explains Kant's
argument.
  immanuel kant grounding for the metaphysics of morals: Moral Law: Groundwork of the
Metaphysics of Morals Immanuel Kant, 2013-03-04 First published in 2012. Kant’s Groundwork of
the Metaphysic of Morals is one of the small books which are truly great: it has exercised on human
thought an influence almost ludicrously disproportionate to its size. In moral philosophy it ranks
with the ‘Republic’ of Plato and the ‘Ethics’ of Aristotle; and perhaps— partly no doubt through the
spread of Christian ideals and through the long experience of the human race during the last two
thousand years—it shows in some respects a deeper insight even than these. Its main topic—the
supreme principle of morality—is of the utmost importance to all who are not indifferent to the
struggle of good against evil. Written, as it was, towards the end of the eighteenth century, it is
couched in terms other than those that would be used today; but its message was never more
needed than it is at present, when a somewhat arid empiricism is the prevailing fashion in
philosophy.
  immanuel kant grounding for the metaphysics of morals: The Moral Law Immanuel Kant,
1953
  immanuel kant grounding for the metaphysics of morals: Groundwork for the Metaphysics
of Morals Immanuel Kant, 2008-10-01 Immanuel Kant’s Groundwork for the Metaphysics of Morals
is one of the most important texts in the history of ethics. In it Kant searches for the supreme
principle of morality and argues for a conception of the moral life that has made this work a
continuing source of controversy and an object of reinterpretation for over two centuries. This new
edition of Kant’s work provides a fresh translation that is uniquely faithful to the German original
and more fully annotated than any previous translation. There are also four essays by well-known
scholars that discuss Kant’s views and the philosophical issues raised by the Groundwork. J.B.
Schneewind defends the continuing interest in Kantian ethics by examining its historical relation
both to the ethical thought that preceded it and to its influence on the ethical theories that came
after it; Marcia Baron sheds light on Kant’s famous views about moral motivation; and Shelly Kagan
and Allen W. Wood advocate contrasting interpretations of Kantian ethics and its practical
implications.
  immanuel kant grounding for the metaphysics of morals: Kant Immanuel Kant, 2008 A
new translation of Kant??'s mature reflections on issues in the philosophy of natural science.
  immanuel kant grounding for the metaphysics of morals: Grounding for the
Metaphysics of Morals Immanuel Kant, 1993-06-15 This expanded edition of James Ellington’s
preeminent translation includes Ellington’s new translation of Kant’s essay Of a Supposed Right to
Lie Because of Philanthropic Concerns in which Kant replies to one of the standard objections to his
moral theory as presented in the main text: that it requires us to tell the truth even in the face of
disastrous consequences.
  immanuel kant grounding for the metaphysics of morals: Groundwork of the
Metaphysics of Morals Immanuel Kant, 2016-04-14 All rational knowledge is either material or
formal: the former considers some object, the latter is concerned only with the form of the
understanding and of the reason itself, and with the universal laws of thought in general without
distinction of its objects. Formal philosophy is called Logic. Material philosophy, however, has to do
with determinate objects and the laws to which they are subject, is again twofold; for these laws are
either laws of nature or of freedom.
  immanuel kant grounding for the metaphysics of morals: Fundamental Principles of the
Metaphysic of Morals Immanuel Kant, 2023-09-11 Reproduction of the original. The publishing
house Megali specialises in reproducing historical works in large print to make reading easier for
people with impaired vision.
  immanuel kant grounding for the metaphysics of morals: Immanuel Kant: Groundwork of
the Metaphysics of Morals Immanuel Kant, 2011-02-03 Published in 1785, the Groundwork of the



Metaphysics of Morals is one of the most powerful texts in the history of ethical thought. In this
book, Immanuel Kant formulates and justifies a supreme principle of morality that issues universal
and unconditional moral commands. These commands receive their normative force from the fact
that rational agents autonomously impose the moral law upon themselves. As such, they are laws of
freedom. This volume contains the first facing-page German-English edition of Kant's Groundwork. It
presents an authentic edition of the German text and a carefully revised version of Mary Gregor's
acclaimed English translation, as well as editorial notes and a full bilingual index. It will be the
edition of choice for any student or scholar who is not content with reading this central contribution
to modern moral philosophy through the veil of English translation.
  immanuel kant grounding for the metaphysics of morals: Immanuel Kant: Groundwork of
the Metaphysics of Morals Immanuel Kant, 2011-02-03 Published in 1785, the Groundwork of the
Metaphysics of Morals is one of the most powerful texts in the history of ethical thought. In this
book, Immanuel Kant formulates and justifies a supreme principle of morality that issues universal
and unconditional moral commands. These commands receive their normative force from the fact
that rational agents autonomously impose the moral law upon themselves. As such, they are laws of
freedom. This volume contains the first facing-page German-English edition of Kant's Groundwork. It
presents a new, authentic edition of the German text and a carefully revised version of Mary
Gregor's acclaimed English translation, as well as editorial notes and a full bilingual index. It will be
the edition of choice for any student or scholar who is not content with reading this central
contribution to modern moral philosophy through the veil of English translation.
  immanuel kant grounding for the metaphysics of morals: Fundamental Principles of the
Metaphysic of Morals Immanuel Kant, 2016-07-28 Foundations of the Metaphysic of Morals, also
known as the Groundwork of the Metaphysics of Morals, Grounding of the Metaphysics of Morals
and the Grounding for the Metaphysics of Morals) is the first of Immanuel Kant''s mature works on
moral philosophy and remains one of the most influential in the field. It''s a major work in applied
moral philosophy deals with the basic principles of rights and of virtues. Morality and law are always
a questionable mix. But Kant is not deterred. Emboldened by his firm categorical imperative, he
examines basic legal principles through this hefty lens. The first half of the The Metaphysics of
Morals seems to be the 18th Century''s version of Plato''s Laws. An analysis of what is law, what
types of laws are there and what law should strive to be. Except, for Kant, it lacks the joyful
meanderings of Plato. Kant conceives his investigation as a work of foundational ethics-one that
clears the ground for future research by explaining the core concepts and principles of moral theory
and showing that they are normative for rational agents. Kant aspires to nothing less than this: to lay
bare the fundamental principle of morality and show that it applies to us. In the text, Kant provides a
groundbreaking argument that the rightness of an action is determined by the character of the
principle that a person chooses to act upon. Kant thus stands in stark contrast to the moral sense
theories and teleological moral theories that dominated moral philosophy at the time he was writing.
Central to the work is the role of what Kant refers to as the categorical imperative, the concept that
one must act only according to that precept which he or she would will to become a universal law.
The Groundwork is broken into a preface, followed by three sections. Kant''s argument works from
common reason up to the supreme unconditional law, in order to identify its existence. He then
works backwards from there to prove the relevance and weight of the moral law. The third and final
section of the book is famously obscure, and it is partly because of this that Kant later, in 1788,
decided to publish the Critique of Practical Reason. Preface In the preface to the Groundwork Kant
motivates the need for pure moral philosophy and makes some preliminary remarks to situate his
project and explain his method of investigation. Kant opens the preface with an affirmation of the
ancient Greek idea of a threefold division of philosophy into logic, physics, and ethics. Logic is purely
formal-it deals only with the form of thought itself, not with any particular objects. Physics and
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  immanuel kant grounding for the metaphysics of morals: Kant: Groundwork of the
Metaphysics of Morals , 2012-04-19 Published in 1785, Immanuel Kant's Groundwork of the
Metaphysics of Morals ranks alongside Plato's Republic and Aristotle's Nicomachean Ethics as one
of the most profound and influential works in moral philosophy ever written. In Kant's own words, its
aim is to identify and corroborate the supreme principle of morality, the categorical imperative. He
argues that human beings are ends in themselves, never to be used by anyone merely as a means,
and that universal and unconditional obligations must be understood as an expression of the human
capacity for autonomy and self-governance. As such, they are laws of freedom. This volume contains
Mary Gregor's acclaimed translation of the text into English, revised by Jens Timmermann, and an
accessible, updated introduction by Christine Korsgaard.
  immanuel kant grounding for the metaphysics of morals: Groundwork of the Metaphysic of
Morals Immanuel Kant, H. J. Paton, 2009-06-23 Considered one of the most profound, influential,
and important works of philosophy, Groundwork of the Metaphysic of Morals introduces the famous
Categorical Imperative and lays down a foundation for all of Immanuel Kant's writings. In it, Kant
illuminates the basic concept that is central to his moral philosophy and, in fact, to the entire field of
modern ethical thought: the Categorical Imperative, the supreme principle of morality, stating that
all decisions should be made based on what is universally acceptable. Featuring the renowned
translation and commentary of Oxford's H. J. Paton, this volume has long been considered the
definitive English edition of Kant's classic text. Kant's Groundwork of the Metaphysic of Morals,
Paton writes in his preface, is one of the small books which is truly great: it has exercised on human
thought an influence almost ludicrously disproportionate to its size.
  immanuel kant grounding for the metaphysics of morals: Groundwork for the Metaphysics
of Morals Christoph Horn, Dieter Schönecker, 2008-08-22 Kant’s Groundwork for the Metaphysics of
Morals from 1785 is one of the most important and influential texts in the whole history of
philosophy. Its central purpose is to develop the categorical imperative. The present collected
volume contains papers on central theoretical aspects. Key Features: Contributions from leading
international authorities in Kant research A reflection of the current state of research together with
new aspects
  immanuel kant grounding for the metaphysics of morals: Groundwork for the Metaphysics
of Morals Immanuel Kant, 2018-04-17 Now in a new, affordable edition with updated notes, a
superbly readable translation of Kant’s classic work This work, one of the most important texts in
the history of ethics, presents Immanuel Kant’s conception of moral self-government based on pure
reason. It has been a source of controversy and an object of reinterpretation for over two centuries.
This new edition of Kant’s work provides a fresh translation that is uniquely faithful to the German
original and more fully annotated than any previous translation. The editor and translator, Allen
Wood, has written a new introduction.
  immanuel kant grounding for the metaphysics of morals: Fundamental Principles of the
Metaphysic of Morals Immanuel Kant, 2015-04-02 Fundamental Principles of the Metaphysic of
Morals By Immanuel Kant NEW Edition - Complete Translated by Thomas Kingsmill Abbott Ancient
Greek philosophy was divided into three sciences: physics, ethics, and logic. This division is perfectly



suitable to the nature of the thing; and the only improvement that can be made in it is to add the
principle on which it is based, so that we may both satisfy ourselves of its completeness, and also be
able to determine correctly the necessary subdivisions. All rational knowledge is either material or
formal: the former considers some object, the latter is concerned only with the form of the
understanding and of the reason itself, and with the universal laws of thought in general without
distinction of its objects. Formal philosophy is called logic. Material philosophy, however, has to do
with determinate objects and the laws to which they are subject, is again twofold; for these laws are
either laws of nature or of freedom. The science of the former is physics, that of the latter, ethics;
they are also called natural philosophy and moral philosophy respectively. Groundwork of the
Metaphysic of Morals (1785; also known as the Foundations of the Metaphysics of Morals,
Grounding of the Metaphysics of Morals and the Grounding for the Metaphysics of Morals) is the
first of Immanuel Kant's mature works on moral philosophy and remains one of the most influential
in the field. Kant conceives his investigation as a work of foundational ethics--one that clears the
ground for future research by explaining the core concepts and principles of moral theory and
showing that they are normative for rational agents. Kant aspires to nothing less than this: to lay
bare the fundamental principle of morality and show that it applies to us. In the text, Kant provides a
groundbreaking argument that the rightness of an action is determined by the character of the
principle that a person chooses to act upon. Kant thus stands in stark contrast to the moral sense
theories and teleological moral theories that dominated moral philosophy at the time he was writing.
The Groundwork is broken into a preface, followed by three sections. Kant's argument works from
common reason up to the supreme unconditional law, in order to identify its existence. He then
works backwards from there to prove the relevance and weight of the moral law. The third and final
section of the book is famously obscure, and it is partly because of this that Kant later, in 1788,
decided to publish the Critique of Practical Reason.
  immanuel kant grounding for the metaphysics of morals: Grounding for the Metaphysics of
Morals Immanuel Kant, 1981-01 In this classic text, Kant sets out to articulate and defend the
Categorical Imperative - the fundamental principle that underlies moral reasoning - and to lay the
foundation for a comprehensive account of justice and human virtues. This new edition and
translation of Kant's work is designed especially for students. An extensive and comprehensive
introduction explains the central concepts of Groundwork and looks at Kant's main lines of
argument. Detailed notes aim to clarify Kant's thoughts and to correct some
commonmisunderstandings of his doctrines.
  immanuel kant grounding for the metaphysics of morals: Ethical Philosophy Immanuel
Kant, 1994-01-01 This expanded edition of James Ellington's preeminent translations of Grounding
for the Metaphysics of Morals and Metaphysical Principles of Virtue includes his new translation of
Kant's essay On a Supposed Right to Lie Because of Philanthropic Concerns, in which Kant replies to
one of the standard objections to his moral theory, as presented in the main text of Grounding, that
it requires us to tell the truth even in the face of harmful consequences.
  immanuel kant grounding for the metaphysics of morals: Fundamental Principles of the
Metaphysic of Ethics Immanuel Kant, 1929
  immanuel kant grounding for the metaphysics of morals: Moral Law Immanuel Kant,
1978 Kant's Moral Law: Groundwork of the Metaphysics of Morals ranks with Plato's Republic and
Aristotle's Ethics as one of the most important works of moral philosophy ever written. In Moral
Law, Kant argues that a human action is only morally good if it is done from a sense of duty, and that
a duty is a formal principle based not on self-interest or from a consideration of what results might
follow. From this he derived his famous and controversial maxim, the categorical imperative: Act as
if the maxim of your action were to become by your will a universal law of nature. H. J. Paton's
translation remains the standard in English for this work. It retains all of Kant's liveliness of mind,
suppressed intellectual excitement, moral earnestness, and pleasure in words. The commentary and
detailed analysis that Paton provides is an invaluable and necessary guide for the student and
general reader.
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