history of rat fink

**The History of Rat Fink: From Kustom Kulture Icon to Pop Culture Legend**

history of rat fink is a fascinating journey through American counterculture, art, and
automotive obsession that has captivated enthusiasts and collectors for decades. Rat Fink
is more than just a quirky character—it represents a rebellion against the polished
mainstream, a symbol born from the hot rod and custom car scene of mid-20th century
America. If you've ever wondered how this grotesque yet endearing figure came to be, and
why it still holds such a unique place in pop culture, let’s dive deep into the origins,
evolution, and lasting impact of Rat Fink.

The Origins of Rat Fink in Kustom Kulture

The story of Rat Fink begins in the 1950s, a time when hot rod culture was booming
across the United States. The era was defined by a youthful rebellion, a do-it-yourself
spirit, and a love for everything fast and customized. Hot rod enthusiasts weren’t just
interested in cars—they embraced an entire lifestyle that included a distinct style of art,
music, and fashion, collectively known today as "Kustom Kulture."

Ed “Big Daddy” Roth: The Man Behind the Monster

No discussion about the history of Rat Fink would be complete without highlighting Ed
“Big Daddy” Roth, the legendary artist, and custom car builder who created Rat Fink in
1963. Roth was a pivotal figure in the Kustom Kulture movement. Frustrated by the
dominance of Mickey Mouse and other clean-cut characters, Roth wanted to create an
anti-hero mascot that embodied the rebellious spirit of hot rodders.

Rat Fink was born out of this desire: a grotesque, green, rat-like creature with bulging
eyes, sharp teeth, and a crazed grin. Unlike the polished, family-friendly characters of the
time, Rat Fink was deliberately ugly and wild—a symbol of counterculture defiance. Roth’s
artwork featured Rat Fink driving hot rods, smoking cigars, and generally causing chaos,
perfectly capturing the raw energy of the scene.

Rat Fink’s Rise to Popularity and Cultural Impact

Once introduced, Rat Fink quickly gained traction among car enthusiasts and fans of
underground art. The character’s popularity skyrocketed thanks to Roth’s skillful
airbrushing, custom car shows, and cleverly designed merchandise ranging from T-shirts
to model kits. Understanding the importance of branding early on, Roth turned Rat Fink
into a visual icon synonymous with the hot rod lifestyle.



The Role of Rat Fink in Hot Rod and Custom Car Scenes

Rat Fink wasn’t just a mascot; it became part of the culture surrounding hot rods and
custom cars. Enthusiasts would decorate their vehicles with Rat Fink imagery or display
Rat Fink figurines on dashboards, symbolizing their affiliation with the rebellious, creative
spirit of the community. Rat Fink’s image conveyed more than just a love for cars—it
represented freedom, individuality, and a subtle rejection of mainstream norms.

Expanding Beyond Cars: Rat Fink in Art and
Merchandise

Over time, Rat Fink transcended the automotive world. The character’s striking design
made it a favorite subject for artists, illustrators, and collectors alike. Rat Fink became a
staple on posters, patches, keychains, and countless collectibles that appealed to those
who identified with the underground ethos. This widespread merchandising helped
cement Rat Fink’s legacy and ensured its visibility far beyond the initial hot rod scene.

The Evolution of Rat Fink Through the Decades

The history of Rat Fink isn’t static—it reflects broader cultural shifts while maintaining its
core identity. As Kustom Kulture evolved through the “70s, ‘80s, and beyond, so too did
Rat Fink’s significance.

From 1960s Counterculture to Modern Nostalgia

During the 1960s, Rat Fink was a symbol of anti-establishment attitudes, mirroring the
social upheavals of the time. However, as the decades passed, Rat Fink’s grotesque charm
morphed into a nostalgic emblem of a bygone era. Collectors and enthusiasts viewed Rat
Fink not just as a rebellious icon but as a piece of Americana reflecting creative innovation
and youthful exuberance.

Continued Influence on Pop Culture and Art

Rat Fink’s influence is evident in various forms of media and art. Modern tattoo artists,
graphic designers, and toy makers often draw inspiration from Roth’s creation. The
character has even appeared in video games, comic books, and music album covers,
demonstrating its lasting appeal. Rat Fink’s unmistakable look continues to inspire new
generations, blending retro aesthetics with contemporary creative expressions.



Understanding the Artistic Significance of Rat
Fink

Beyond its role as a cultural mascot, Rat Fink is a remarkable piece of American pop art.
Ed Roth’s innovative airbrush techniques and imaginative character design have earned
recognition in art circles as well as automotive communities.

Artistic Techniques and Style

Roth’s use of exaggerated features and vibrant colors made Rat Fink visually arresting.
The character’s monstrous yet comical appearance challenges traditional notions of
beauty and character design, embodying a form of visual satire. Roth’s work underlined
the power of subversive art in shaping identity and community, particularly within niche
cultures such as hot rodding.

Collectibility and Legacy

Collectors today prize vintage Rat Fink memorabilia, from original T-shirts and posters to
rare model kits and sculptures. These items serve as tangible connections to the 1960s
counterculture and Kustom Kulture movement. Museums and exhibitions dedicated to pop
culture and automotive history often showcase Roth’s work, highlighting Rat Fink’s
importance as both art and cultural artifact.

Tips for Collectors and Enthusiasts Interested in
Rat Fink

If you're drawn to the history of Rat Fink and want to start your own collection or simply
deepen your appreciation, here are a few pointers:

¢ Research Authenticity: Original Rat Fink merch from the ‘60s and ‘70s is highly
valued. Look for authentic markings or signatures by Ed Roth.

+ Explore Different Mediums: Rat Fink appears on various items—clothing, toys,
posters, and even custom car decals. Diversifying your collection can offer a fuller
picture of its impact.

e Engage with Communities: Join hot rod clubs, online forums, or attend Kustom
Kulture events to connect with fellow enthusiasts and gain insider knowledge.

e Preserve Your Items: Proper storage and care are crucial to maintaining the
condition of vintage Rat Fink collectibles, which can be fragile and prone to fading.



Why Rat Fink Remains Relevant Today

The enduring popularity of Rat Fink speaks volumes about how nostalgia, art, and
subculture intersect. In a world that often favors polished and sanitized imagery, Rat
Fink’s unapologetic weirdness continues to resonate. It reminds us that creativity thrives
on breaking rules and embracing imperfections. For fans of Kustom Kulture, Rat Fink is
not just a relic of the past but a living symbol of freedom, ingenuity, and the colorful spirit
of American hot rodding.

Whether you’re a vintage car fan, pop art admirer, or simply curious about unique cultural
phenomena, exploring the history of Rat Fink offers a window into a vibrant and rebellious
chapter of American cultural history that still sparks imagination and passion today.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who created Rat Fink and when was it first introduced?

Rat Fink was created by artist Ed 'Big Daddy' Roth and was first introduced in the early
1960s as an anti-hero alternative to Mickey Mouse.

What inspired Ed Roth to design Rat Fink?

Ed Roth was inspired to create Rat Fink as a rebellious counter-culture character that
embodied the hot rod and custom car culture of the 1960s.

How did Rat Fink become a symbol of Kustom Kulture?

Rat Fink became a symbol of Kustom Kulture due to its association with hot rod
enthusiasts, custom car art, and Ed Roth's influential artwork and model Kkits.

What impact did Rat Fink have on popular culture?

Rat Fink influenced the custom car scene, underground comics, and merchandise,
becoming an enduring icon of 1960s counterculture and hot rod art.

Are there any modern revivals or tributes to Rat Fink?

Yes, Rat Fink continues to be celebrated through merchandise, art shows, and
collaborations, maintaining its legacy in both car culture and pop art communities.



Additional Resources

**The History of Rat Fink: An Icon of Kustom Kulture and Countercultural Art**

history of rat fink traces back to the mid-20th century, embodying a unique fusion of hot
rod culture, rebellious art, and underground counterculture. Rat Fink, a grotesque and
exaggerated rodent character, emerged as a stark antithesis to mainstream cartoon icons,
quickly becoming a symbol of nonconformity within automotive and pop art circles. This
article explores the origins, evolution, and cultural significance of Rat Fink, analyzing how
it reflected and influenced trends in art, car customization, and youth subcultures.

Origins and Creation of Rat Fink

The inception of Rat Fink is inextricably linked to Ed "Big Daddy" Roth, an influential
figure in the American hot rod scene. In the late 1950s and early 1960s, Roth was a
pioneering custom car designer and artist who sought to create an icon that rebelled
against the wholesome, sanitized imagery of characters like Mickey Mouse. Rat Fink
debuted as Roth’s answer to this mainstream imagery—a grotesque, bug-eyed rat with a
manic grin, often depicted driving a hot rod or engaging in wild antics.

Roth’s Rat Fink quickly gained traction among car enthusiasts and teenagers who
identified with its rebellious tone. The character was featured on decals, T-shirts, model
kits, and custom cars, becoming a hallmark of the "Kustom Kulture" movement—an
underground subculture revolving around the customization of cars and motorcycles
paired with a distinctive art style.

Ed Roth’s Influence and Artistic Style

Ed Roth’s artistic influence extended beyond Rat Fink. His style combined caricature,
surrealism, and a grotesque cartoon aesthetic that resonated with a rising counterculture.
Roth’s designs often featured exaggerated anatomical features and vibrant colors, which
brought an energetic and chaotic feel to his creations. Rat Fink exemplified this approach,
embodying the anti-establishment sentiment of the era.

Roth’s art was not just about shock value; it also showcased technical skill and imaginative
creativity. His ability to blend automotive culture with bold, irreverent art helped solidify
Rat Fink as a cultural icon. This crossover appeal meant Rat Fink was not only popular
among car enthusiasts but also embraced by artists and collectors who appreciated Roth’s
unique vision.

Rat Fink and the Kustom Kulture Movement

The history of Rat Fink is closely intertwined with the broader Kustom Kulture movement,
which flourished in Southern California during the 1950s and 1960s. This movement was
characterized by the customization of cars and motorcycles, along with a distinctive art



style that included pinstriping, airbrushing, and cartoonish, rebellious imagery. Rat Fink
became a mascot for this subculture, symbolizing the freedom and creativity associated
with customizing vehicles and rejecting mainstream culture.

Symbolism and Cultural Impact

Rat Fink represented more than just a cartoon character; it embodied a countercultural
attitude. At a time when American society was dominated by conformity and
commercialized entertainment, Rat Fink offered an alternative narrative—one that
celebrated individuality, irreverence, and the DIY spirit. The character’s grotesque
appearance was a deliberate rejection of sanitized, corporate-approved cartoons, making
it a powerful icon for those seeking to challenge the status quo.

This symbolism helped Rat Fink endure beyond its initial popularity, influencing various
subcultures, including punk rock, skateboarding, and street art. Over the decades, Rat
Fink has been adapted and reinterpreted, maintaining relevance as a symbol of rebellion
and creativity.

Evolution and Commercialization

While Rat Fink began as an underground symbol, its popularity eventually led to
widespread commercialization. From the 1960s onwards, Rat Fink merchandise
proliferated, appearing on T-shirts, posters, toys, and model kits. This commercialization
helped spread the character’s image worldwide but also sparked debates about
authenticity and the dilution of its countercultural roots.

Pros and Cons of Commercial Success

e Pros: Increased visibility of Rat Fink introduced new generations to Kustom Kulture
and Ed Roth’s art. Merchandise sales supported artists and kept the character alive
in popular culture.

¢ Cons: Mass production sometimes led to lower-quality products that lacked the
original artistic spirit. The character’s rebellious message risked being co-opted by
mainstream culture, potentially undermining its countercultural significance.

Despite these challenges, Rat Fink’s enduring presence in popular culture testifies to its
powerful appeal. The character’s distinct design and its association with creativity and
rebellion continue to inspire artists, car enthusiasts, and collectors.



Rat Fink in Modern Times

In recent decades, Rat Fink has experienced a resurgence, fueled by nostalgia and
renewed interest in vintage pop culture. Collectors seek out original Rat Fink
memorabilia, while contemporary artists and designers reinterpret the icon in new
contexts, such as streetwear fashion and digital art.

Comparisons to Other Cultural Icons

When analyzed alongside other countercultural icons—such as the Grateful Dead’s
dancing bears or the punk rock logo of the Sex Pistols—Rat Fink stands out due to its deep
roots in automotive culture and its unique blend of grotesque humor and artistic
sophistication. Unlike many other rebellious icons that originated in music or political
movements, Rat Fink’s foundation in hot rod culture offers a distinctive lens through
which to view American subculture.

Legacy and Influence

The legacy of Rat Fink is multifaceted. It paved the way for custom car and motorcycle art,
influenced graphic design, and inspired generations of artists who blend humor with social
commentary. Rat Fink’s image has been used to challenge mainstream aesthetics and
promote individual expression, making it a lasting symbol in both art and automotive
communities.

Moreover, Rat Fink’s impact is evident in the continued popularity of Kustom Kulture
events, car shows, and art exhibitions worldwide, where enthusiasts celebrate the spirit of
customization, creativity, and nonconformity that Rat Fink represents.

The history of Rat Fink is a testament to the power of art and subculture to challenge
norms and create enduring symbols of rebellion. From its origins as Ed Roth’s defiant
creation to its place in contemporary pop culture, Rat Fink remains a vivid emblem of
American counterculture, reminding us that creativity often thrives outside the
mainstream.

History Of Rat Fink

history of rat fink: Rat Fink Ed Roth, 2003 Born in Los Angeles and raised in the epicentre of
the California hot rod explosion, Ed Roth created automotive forms purely from his own imagination.
He transformed car design, reinvented American hot rod culture and put Detroit on notice. Each of
his creations transcended function and form to turn the American automobile into rolling sculpture.

history of rat fink: The Incredibly Strange Features of Ray Dennis Steckler Christopher Wayne


https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-163/history-of-rat-fink.pdf

Curry, 2023-02-17 American filmmaker Ray Dennis Steckler may forever be remembered for his cult
classic The Incredibly Strange Creatures Who Stopped Living and Became Mixed-Up Zombies!!? but
his career path is even more fascinating than his strange signature film. Between 1962 and 1986,
Steckler wrote, directed, edited and occasionally acted in nine more underground feature films.
After his live oddities roadshows helped propel the director to even greater cult infamy, Steckler
turned his camera towards the adult film world. Between 1970 and 1984, Steckler directed no fewer
than three dozen of these explicit genre pieces. This book covers Steckler's nearly 50 movies,
including several lost, incomplete or experimental films. Each entry includes a full list of cast and
crew credits, along with a plot synopsis, plenty of images and behind-the-scenes anecdotes.
Transcriptions of the author's interviews with Steckler's ex-wife Carolyn Brandt, his daughter Laura
H. Steckler, actor Ron Jason and stuntman and actor Gary Kent are included along with an homage
chapter and an overview of the director's collectable memorabilia.

history of rat fink: The Automobile in American History and Culture Michael L. Berger,
2001-07-30 This comprehensive reference guide reviews the literature concerning the impact of the
automobile on American social, economic, and political history. Covering the complete history of the
automobile to date, twelve chapters of bibliographic essays describe the important works in a series
of related topics and provide broad thematic contexts. This work includes general histories of the
automobile, the industry it spawned and labor-management relations, as well as biographies of
famous automotive personalities. Focusing on books concerned with various social aspects, chapters
discuss such issues as the car's influence on family life, youth, women, the elderly, minorities,
literature, and leisure and recreation. Berger has also included works that investigate the
government's role in aiding and regulating the automobile, with sections on roads and highways,
safety, and pollution. The guide concludes with an overview of reference works and periodicals in
the field and a description of selected research collections. The Automobile in American History and
Culture provides a resource with which to examine the entire field and its structure. Popular culture
scholars and enthusiasts involved in automotive research will appreciate the extensive scope of this
reference. Cross-referenced throughout, it will serve as a valuable research tool.

history of rat fink: Library of Congress Subject Headings Library of Congress, Library of
Congress. Subject Cataloging Division, Library of Congress. Office for Subject Cataloging Policy,
2013

history of rat fink: I Thought We Were Making Movies, Not History Walter Mirisch, 2008-04-10
This is a moving, star-filled account of one of Hollywood’s true golden ages as told by a man in the
middle of it all. Walter Mirisch’s company has produced some of the most entertaining and enduring
classics in film history, including West Side Story, Some Like It Hot, In the Heat of the Night, and
The Magnificent Seven. His work has led to 87 Academy Award nominations and 28 Oscars. Richly
illustrated with rare photographs from his personal collection, I Thought We Were Making Movies,
Not History reveals Mirisch’s own experience of Hollywood and tells the stories of the
stars—emerging and established—who appeared in his films, including Natalie Wood, John Wayne,
Peter Sellers, Sidney Poitier, Steve McQueen, Marilyn Monroe, and many others. With hard-won
insight and gentle humor, Mirisch recounts how he witnessed the end of the studio system, the
development of independent production, and the rise and fall of some of Hollywood’s most gifted
(and notorious) cultural icons. A producer with a passion for creative excellence, he offers insights
into his innovative filmmaking process, revealing a rare ingenuity for placating the demands of
auteur directors, weak-kneed studio executives, and troubled screen sirens. From his early start as a
movie theater usher to the presentation of such masterpieces as The Apartment, Fiddler on the Roof,
and The Great Escape, Mirisch tells the inspiring life story of his climb to the highest echelon of the
American film industry. This book assures Mirisch’s legacy—as Elmore Leonard puts it—as “one of
the good guys.”

history of rat fink: Library of Congress Subject Headings Library of Congress. Cataloging
Policy and Support Office, 2009

history of rat fink: THE GLORY AND THE DREAM A NARRATIVE HISTORY OF AMERICA



WILLIAM MANCHESTER, 1974

history of rat fink: Oxford History of Western Music Richard Taruskin, 2009-07-27 The
universally acclaimed and award-winning Oxford History of Western Music by one of the most
prominent and provocative musicologists of our time, Richard Taruskin. Now in paperback, the set
has been reconstructed to be available for the first time as individual books, each one taking on a
critical time period in the history of western music.

history of rat fink: Boys' Life , 1964-06 Boys' Life is the official youth magazine for the Boy
Scouts of America. Published since 1911, it contains a proven mix of news, nature, sports, history,
fiction, science, comics, and Scouting.

history of rat fink: Ed Roth's Mysterion Jeffrey A. Jones, 2016-09-02 Ed Big Daddy Roth
(1932-2001) was a phenomenon. His body of work is still discussed in hot rodding, fine arts and pop
culture circles and his cult following remains as devoted as it was during his career. His 1963
Mysterion show car--featuring two big-block Ford V8s--was his masterpiece and the story of its rise
and brief existence is legendary. Though it was immortalized as a popular plastic model kit and is
featured on several websites, little is known about Roth's magnum opus. There are a number of
fanciful stories of its demise--mostly fiction. Combining history and shop class, this book provides a
full investigation of Mysterion--both the legend and the machine itself. Drawing on interviews,
magazine articles, photos, models and other (sometimes obscure) sources, the author pieces
together the true story of the car, while documenting his own faithful bolt-by-bolt recreation of
Mysterion.

history of rat fink: Music in the Late Twentieth Century Richard Taruskin, 2006-08-14 The
universally acclaimed and award-winning Oxford History of Western Music is the eminent
musicologist Richard Taruskin's provocative, erudite telling of the story of Western music from its
earliest days to the present. Each book in this superlative five-volume set illuminates-through a
representative sampling of masterworks-the themes, styles, and currents that give shape and
direction to a significant period in the history of Western music. Music in the Late Twentieth
Century is the final installment of the set, covering the years from the end of World War II to the
present. In these pages, Taruskin illuminates the great compositions of recent times, offering
insightful analyses of works by Aaron Copland, John Cage, Milton Babbitt, Benjamin Britten, Steve
Reich, and Philip Glass, among many others. He also looks at the impact of electronic music and
computers, the rise of pop music and rock 'n' roll, the advent of postmodernism, and the
contemporary music of Laurie Anderson, John Zorn, and John Adams. Laced with brilliant
observations, memorable musical analysis, and a panoramic sense of the interactions between
history, culture, politics, art, literature, religion, and music, this book will be essential reading for
anyone who wishes to understand this rich and diverse period.

history of rat fink: Congressional Record United States. Congress, 1966

history of rat fink: The Lexicon of Labor R. Emmett Murray, 2010-05-25 A thoroughly
updated edition of the clever, fun-to-read compilation of union language and lore. “Worth reading
aloud while walking the picket line.” —The Seattle Times First published in 1998, The Lexicon of
Labor found a large and appreciative following among readers who were grateful to have the
vibrant, powerful language of the labor movement captured in a lively single volume. This
long-awaited revised and updated edition includes dozens of new terms and developments that will
introduce a new generation to the labor lexicon. From Frederick Douglass to César Chavez, from the
Haymarket Riots in 1886 to the Change to Win federation formed in 2005, this classic labor lexicon
provides concise, enlightening sketches of over five hundred key places, people, and events in
American labor history. A practical resource for students and journalists, The Lexicon of Labor is as
entertaining for longtime union members seeking to get reacquainted with the traditions of the
movement as it is for newcomers wishing to discover the unique language and history of unionism.
The Lexicon of Labor also includes explanations of major legislative acts, definitions of key legal
terminology, and complete listings of all the member unions of the AFL-CIO and independent unions
in the United States. It is the perfect introduction to the history of labor in America. “A handy



reference for individuals who want an introduction to U.S. labor terminology and labor history.”
—Library Journal “Fills a longstanding void . . . by far the largest compilation of definitions of words
and phrases used in the specialized vocabulary of unionists.” —Northwest Labor Press

history of rat fink: Music in the Early Twentieth Century Richard Taruskin, 2006-08-14
Music in the Early Twentieth Century , the fourth volume in Richard Taruskin's history, looks at the
first half of the twentieth century, from the beginnings of Modernism in the last decade of the
nineteenth century right up to the end of World War II. Taruskin discusses modernism in Germany
and France as reflected in the work of Mahler, Strauss, Satie, and Debussy, the modern ballets of
Stravinsky, the use of twelve-tone technique in the years following World War I, the music of Charles
Ives, the influence of peasant songs on Bela Bartok, Stravinsky's neo-classical phase and the real
beginnings of 20th-century music, the vision of America as seen in the works of such composers as
W.C. Handy, George Gershwin, and Virgil Thomson, and the impact of totalitarianism on the works
of a range of musicians from Toscanini to Shostakovich

history of rat fink: The Oxford History of Western Music: The earliest notations to the
sixteenth century Richard Taruskin, 2005 Based on the award-winning six-volume work by Richard
Taruskin, The Oxford History of Western Music, College Edition, presents the most up-to-date and
comprehensive history of Western music available.

history of rat fink: Slimetime Steven Puchalski, 2002 Utilising in-depth reviews, cast and plot
details, Slimetime wallows in those films which the world has deemed it best to forget - everything
from cheesy no-budget exploitation to the embarrassing efforts of Major Studios. Many of these films
have never seen a major release, some were big hits, and others have simply vanished. To
compliment the wealth of reviews on sci-fi, schlock, flower power and puppet people films are
detailed essays on specific sleaze genres such as Biker, Blaxploitation and Drug movies. Fully
updated and revised with new reviews and new illustrations.

history of rat fink: SPIN , 1991-06 From the concert stage to the dressing room, from the
recording studio to the digital realm, SPIN surveys the modern musical landscape and the culture
around it with authoritative reporting, provocative interviews, and a discerning critical ear. With
dynamic photography, bold graphic design, and informed irreverence, the pages of SPIN pulsate
with the energy of today's most innovative sounds. Whether covering what's new or what's next,
SPIN is your monthly VIP pass to all that rocks.

history of rat fink: Historical Thesaurus of the Oxford English Dictionary Christian Kay,
2009-10-22 A 40-year project in the making, the Historical Thesaurus of the Oxford English
Dictionary covers more than 920,000 words and meanings based on the Oxford English Dictionary.

history of rat fink: American Hardcore (Second Edition) Steven Blush, George Petros,
2010-10-19 American Hardcore sets the record straight about the last great American
subculture—Paper magazine Steven Blush's definitive treatment of Hardcore Punk (Los Angeles
Times) changed the way we look at Punk Rock. The Sony Picture Classics-distributed documentary
American Hardcore premiered at the 2006 Sundance Film Festival. This revised and expanded
second edition contains hundreds of new bands, thirty new interviews, flyers, a new chapter
(Destroy Babylon), and a new art gallery with over 125 rare photos and images.

history of rat fink: The Facts on File Encyclopedia of Word and Phrase Origins Robert
Hendrickson, 2008 The most comprehensive single-volume reference of its kind, The Facts On File
Encyclopedia of Word and Phrase Origins, Fourth Edition has been completely updated and
expanded and now contains definitions and origins of more than 15,000 words and expressions. This
encyclopedia features anecdotes and information on the development of a wide range of words,
including slang, proverbs, animal and plant names, place names, nicknames, historical expressions,
foreign language expressions, and phrases from literature. The emphasis throughout is on words and
expressions whose origins are not adequately explained, or not addressed at all, in standard
dictionaries. Approximately 2,500 new entries have been added to this edition, ranging from
Aardsma to zounds.--BOOK JACKET.
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