custer died for your sins

Custer Died for Your Sins: Exploring the Legacy of a Provocative Title

custer died for your sins is a phrase that immediately grabs attention, evoking a complex mix of
historical reflection and cultural critique. Far beyond a simple statement, it serves as the title of a
groundbreaking 1969 book by Vine Deloria Jr., a Native American scholar and activist. This phrase
encapsulates a powerful critique of American history, especially regarding Native American
experiences and the legacy of colonization. Understanding what "Custer died for your sins" means
opens a window into Native American struggles, identity, and the ongoing conversations about
history and justice.

The Origin of "Custer Died for Your Sins"

The phrase "Custer died for your sins" originates from Vine Deloria Jr.’s influential book, which
remains a seminal work in Native American studies. Published during a time of social upheaval and
growing awareness of minority rights, Deloria’s book challenged mainstream narratives about
Native Americans and their place in U.S. history.

Who Was Vine Deloria Jr.?

Vine Deloria Jr. was a Standing Rock Sioux author, theologian, and activist known for his bold and
unapologetic critique of U.S. policies toward Native peoples. His work aimed to dismantle
stereotypes and advocate for Indigenous sovereignty and cultural revitalization. "Custer Died for
Your Sins" was his sharp response to the ongoing mistreatment and misunderstanding of Native
communities.

Why the Title is Provocative

The title cleverly references General George Armstrong Custer, a U.S. Army officer infamous for his
defeat at the Battle of the Little Bighorn in 1876, also known as "Custer’s Last Stand." The phrase
plays on Christian imagery—"died for your sins"—to suggest that Custer's death symbolizes the
consequences of colonialism and white American expansionism at the expense of Native peoples. It’s
a stark rebuke of glorified American history, forcing readers to reconsider whose stories are told and
celebrated.

Understanding the Historical Context

To appreciate the impact of "custer died for your sins," it’s important to delve into the historical
backdrop involving General Custer and Native American relations during the 19th century.



The Battle of Little Bighorn

In June 1876, General Custer led the 7th Cavalry into a confrontation with a coalition of Lakota,
Northern Cheyenne, and Arapaho tribes. The battle ended disastrously for Custer and his troops,
with Custer himself killed. While this event was widely portrayed as a heroic defeat in traditional
American history, it represented a significant victory for Native resistance against aggressive U.S.
military campaigns.

Colonial Impact on Native Americans

Custer’s death is emblematic of the broader struggle between Indigenous peoples and the U.S.
government during westward expansion. Policies such as forced relocation, broken treaties, and
cultural suppression devastated Native communities. The phrase "Custer died for your sins"
underscores the idea that the consequences of these policies are deeply rooted in American society
and consciousness.

The Book's Themes and Influence

Vine Deloria Jr.’s "Custer Died for Your Sins" is not just a historical critique but a call to action and
self-reflection within both Native and non-Native audiences.

Challenging Stereotypes

Deloria dismantles pervasive stereotypes about Native Americans, addressing misconceptions about
their culture, religion, and social structures. He argues that Native peoples are not relics of the past
but living, evolving communities with valid voices and rights.

Native Sovereignty and Self-Determination

A significant portion of the book focuses on the importance of sovereignty—Native nations’ right to
govern themselves and preserve their cultural heritage. Deloria emphasizes that true justice involves
recognizing and respecting Native autonomy rather than imposing external control.

Critique of U.S. Government Policies

The book critiques historical and contemporary government actions that have marginalized Native
Americans, from broken treaties to assimilationist policies like Indian boarding schools. Deloria’s
work helped spark a new generation of Native activism, influencing the American Indian Movement
(AIM) and other advocacy efforts.



Why "Custer Died for Your Sins" Still Matters Today

Decades after its publication, "Custer Died for Your Sins" remains relevant as conversations about
race, history, and justice continue in the United States.

Reexamining Historical Narratives

This phrase challenges us to reconsider the dominant narratives taught in schools and perpetuated
in popular culture. It encourages a more nuanced understanding of history that includes Indigenous
perspectives rather than erasing or marginalizing them.

Educational Impact

Many universities and Native studies programs include Deloria’s book in their curriculum to help
students grasp the complexities of Native American identity and colonial history. It serves as a
foundational text for those seeking to understand American history beyond Eurocentric viewpoints.

Inspiring Indigenous Empowerment

The book’s message fosters pride and empowerment within Native communities, urging younger
generations to reclaim their heritage and advocate for their rights. It also promotes dialogue and
allyship with non-Native people who want to support Indigenous causes.

Exploring Related Concepts and Keywords

When discussing "custer died for your sins," several related terms and concepts naturally arise,
enriching the conversation.

Native American activism: Movements focused on securing rights and recognition for
Indigenous peoples.

Indigenous sovereignty: The principle that Native nations have the right to govern
themselves.

Colonialism and its legacy: The impact of European colonization on Indigenous
communities.

Representation in history: How Native American stories are told and who controls the
narrative.

e American Indian Movement (AIM): A civil rights organization inspired in part by Deloria’s



work.

How to Approach the Legacy of "Custer Died for Your
Sins"

Understanding this phrase and its broader meanings requires an open mind and willingness to
engage with difficult truths.

Engage With Indigenous Voices

Seek out books, documentaries, and lectures by Native authors and scholars. Listening to
Indigenous perspectives is crucial to grasp the full significance of this phrase and the history it
references.

Reflect on Historical Complexity

Avoid oversimplified or romanticized versions of history. Recognize that figures like Custer
symbolize larger systems of oppression and resistance, rather than just isolated events.

Support Native Communities

Consider ways to contribute positively, whether through education, advocacy, or supporting
Indigenous businesses and organizations. Understanding history is just the first step toward
meaningful action.

The phrase "custer died for your sins" carries deep resonance, inviting us to rethink history,
challenge injustice, and honor the resilience of Native peoples. It’s a powerful reminder that history
is not just about the past—it shapes our present and future in profound ways.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the meaning behind the title 'Custer Died for Your
Sins'?

The title 'Custer Died for Your Sins' is a provocative statement by Vine Deloria Jr., critiquing
traditional American history and highlighting the injustices faced by Native Americans. It ironically
contrasts General Custer, often seen as a hero in American history, with the suffering of Indigenous
peoples.



Who wrote 'Custer Died for Your Sins' and when was it
published?

'Custer Died for Your Sins' was written by Vine Deloria Jr. and published in 1969. It is a seminal
work in Native American literature and activism.

What is the main focus of 'Custer Died for Your Sins'?

The book focuses on the social, political, and cultural issues facing Native American communities in
the 1960s, critiquing government policies, missionaries, and the broader American society's
treatment of Indigenous peoples.

How did 'Custer Died for Your Sins' impact Native American
activism?

The book galvanized Native American activism by raising awareness of Indigenous issues, inspiring
the Red Power movement, and encouraging Native Americans to assert their rights and cultural
identity.

What themes are explored in 'Custer Died for Your Sins'?

Themes include colonialism, cultural survival, government oppression, identity, religion, and the
importance of self-determination for Native American peoples.

Why is 'Custer Died for Your Sins' considered a seminal work
in Native American literature?

It is considered seminal because it challenged prevailing stereotypes, provided an Indigenous
perspective on history and contemporary issues, and helped spark a new era of political activism and
cultural pride among Native Americans.

How does Vine Deloria Jr. criticize American government
policies in 'Custer Died for Your Sins'?

Deloria critiques policies such as assimilation, termination, and relocation, arguing they were
harmful and failed to respect Native sovereignty and cultural traditions.

What role does religion play in 'Custer Died for Your Sins'?

Deloria critically examines the impact of Christian missionaries on Native communities, highlighting
how religious efforts often undermined Indigenous beliefs and contributed to cultural erosion.

Is '‘Custer Died for Your Sins' still relevant today?

Yes, the book remains relevant as it addresses ongoing issues of Indigenous rights, cultural
preservation, and systemic injustice that continue to affect Native American communities.



Additional Resources

Custer Died for Your Sins: An In-Depth Exploration of a Cultural Milestone

custer died for your sins is more than a provocative phrase; it is the title of a seminal 1969 book
by Vine Deloria Jr., a groundbreaking work that challenged prevailing narratives about Native
American identity, history, and policy in the United States. The phrase itself carries layers of irony
and critique, confronting the mythologized figure of General George Armstrong Custer while placing
Native American struggles at the forefront of cultural and political discourse. This article delves into
the significance of "Custer Died for Your Sins," examining its historical context, cultural impact, and
enduring relevance in contemporary discussions about indigenous rights and representation.

The Historical and Cultural Context of "Custer Died for
Your Sins"

To appreciate the weight of the phrase "custer died for your sins," it is essential to understand the
historical backdrop from which it emerged. George Armstrong Custer, a United States Army officer
famously known for his defeat at the Battle of Little Bighorn in 1876, became emblematic of
American expansionism and the violent displacement of Native American peoples. His death was
often romanticized in popular culture as a tragic hero’s fall, glossing over the broader consequences
of colonial aggression.

Against this backdrop, Vine Deloria Jr., a Standing Rock Sioux scholar and activist, authored "Custer
Died for Your Sins: An Indian Manifesto," a scathing critique of both the U.S. government’s Indian
policies and the dominant societal attitudes that marginalized Native voices. Published in 1969
during a period of heightened civil rights activism, the book served as a wake-up call, challenging
stereotypes, exposing systemic injustices, and asserting indigenous agency.

Vine Deloria Jr. and the Indian Rights Movement

Deloria’s work was not an isolated cultural artifact but part of a broader wave of Native American
activism. The 1960s and 1970s saw the rise of organizations such as the American Indian Movement
(AIM), which sought to reclaim sovereignty, protect treaty rights, and address social inequities.
"Custer Died for Your Sins" became both a manifesto and a rallying cry within this movement.

Deloria combined scholarly rigor with accessible prose, making complex political and historical
issues understandable to a wider audience. His critiques extended beyond government policy to
challenge anthropologists and historians who had long portrayed Native Americans through a
patronizing or exotic lens. By doing so, he helped to reshape indigenous representation in academia
and popular culture.

Analyzing the Themes and Impact of the Book

At its core, "Custer Died for Your Sins" confronts the mythology surrounding Native Americans and



the American West. Deloria dissects the ways in which history has been written from a Euro-
American perspective, often erasing or distorting Native experiences. The title itself is a deliberate
inversion of Christian symbolism—implying that Custer’s death was a sacrifice “for your sins,” but
ironically highlighting how Native peoples have borne the brunt of historical wrongdoings.

Deconstructing Historical Narratives

Deloria’s analysis extends to the popular understanding of events like the Battle of Little Bighorn,
which had been romanticized as “Custer’s Last Stand.” He argued that such narratives served to
justify conquest and displacement by framing Native resistance as savage or futile. By challenging
these stories, Deloria encouraged readers to question the validity of accepted histories and to seek
out indigenous perspectives.

Critique of Government Policy and Assimilation

A significant portion of the book addresses the failures of federal Indian policy, especially the
assimilationist strategies pursued throughout the 19th and 20th centuries. Deloria criticized
programs that aimed to eradicate indigenous cultures, languages, and governance systems. He
pointed out the hypocrisy of policies that promised progress and integration but often resulted in
poverty, disenfranchisement, and cultural loss.

Anthropology and Native Representation

Another provocative aspect of Deloria’s work was his critique of anthropology. He accused many
anthropologists of perpetuating stereotypes and exploiting Native cultures for academic gain
without adequately representing indigenous viewpoints. This critique had lasting effects on the
discipline, encouraging more collaborative and respectful approaches to studying Native peoples.

The Legacy and Contemporary Relevance of "Custer
Died for Your Sins"

Decades after its publication, "Custer Died for Your Sins" remains a foundational text in Native
American studies and activism. Its influence can be seen in how indigenous issues are framed in
political discourse, education, and media.

Influence on Indigenous Scholarship and Activism

Deloria’s work paved the way for a new generation of Native scholars and activists who continue to
challenge systemic inequalities. The book’s call for self-determination and respect for indigenous
knowledge resonates with movements advocating for language revitalization, land rights, and



cultural preservation.

Shaping Public Perceptions

In popular culture and education, the phrase "custer died for your sins" serves as a reminder to
critically evaluate historical narratives. Museums, documentaries, and curricula increasingly
incorporate Native perspectives, reflecting the ongoing shift prompted in part by Deloria’s critique.

Challenges and Criticisms

While widely celebrated, the book has also faced critiques. Some argue that its confrontational tone
may alienate potential allies, or that its focus on certain tribes overlooks the diversity of indigenous
experiences. Nevertheless, its role in sparking dialogue and reflection is undeniable.

Understanding the Phrase in Modern Context

Today, "custer died for your sins" functions as both a historical reference and a symbolic challenge
to dominant power structures. It encapsulates a complex interplay of memory, identity, and justice,
inviting ongoing examination.

e Symbol of Resistance: The phrase underscores Native resilience in the face of colonization.

e Call for Accountability: It implicates broader society in historical injustices.

e Educational Tool: It encourages critical thinking about history and representation.

As conversations about indigenous rights and reconciliation advance, the phrase remains poignant,
urging society to confront uncomfortable truths and foster meaningful change.

In tracing the trajectory of "custer died for your sins" from its origins as a book title to its broader
cultural significance, it becomes clear that this phrase encapsulates a powerful critique and a call to
action. Vine Deloria Jr.’s work continues to inspire reflection on how history is told and who gets to
tell it, emphasizing the importance of indigenous voices in shaping the past, present, and future.

Custer Died For Your Sins

custer died for your sins: Custer Died For Your Sins Vine Deloria, 2018-02-20 Standing Rock
Sioux activist, professor, and attorney Vine Deloria, Jr., shares his thoughts about U.S. race
relations, federal bureaucracies, Christian churches, and social scientists in a collection of eleven


https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-163/custer-died-for-your-sins.pdf

eye-opening essays infused with humor. This “manifesto” provides valuable insights on American
Indian history, Native American culture, and context for minority protest movements mobilizing
across the country throughout the 1960s and early 1970s. Originally published in 1969, this book
remains a timeless classic and is one of the most significant nonfiction works written by a Native
American.

custer died for your sins: Custer Died for Your Sins Vine Deloria, 1970

custer died for your sins: Custer Died for Your Sins Vine Deloria, 1988

custer died for your sins: Custer Died for Your Sins VINE. DELORIA, 1969

custer died for your sins: Custer Died for Your Sins Vine Deloria, 1961

custer died for your sins: Custer Died for Your Sins , 1972

custer died for your sins: Custer Died for Your Sins Deloria Jr. Vine,

custer died for your sins: Encyclopedia of American Indian Literature Jennifer
McClinton-Temple, Alan Velie, 2010-05-12 American Indians have produced some of the most
powerful and lyrical literature ever written in North America. Encyclopedia of American Indian
Literature covers the field from the earliest recorded works to some of today's most exciting writers.
This encyclopedia features the most respected, widely read, and influential American Indian writers
to date. --publisher description.

custer died for your sins: Life of the Indigenous Mind David Martinez, 2019-08-01 2019
Choice Outstanding Academic Title In Life of the Indigenous Mind David Martinez examines the
early activism, life, and writings of Vine Deloria Jr. (1933-2005), the most influential indigenous
activist and writer of the twentieth century and one of the intellectual architects of the Red Power
movement. An experienced activist, administrator, and political analyst, Deloria was motivated to
activism and writing by his work as executive director of the National Congress of American Indians,
and he came to view discourse on tribal self-determination as the most important objective for
making a viable future for tribes. In this work of both intellectual and activist history, Martinez
assesses the early life and legacy of Deloria’s “Red Power Tetralogy,” his most powerful and
polemical works: Custer Died for Your Sins (1969), We Talk, You Listen (1970), God Is Red (1973),
and Behind the Trail of Broken Treaties (1974). Deloria’s gift for combining sharp political analysis
with a cutting sense of humor rattled his adversaries as much as it delighted his growing readership.
Life of the Indigenous Mind reveals how Deloria’s writings addressed Indians and non-Indians alike.
It was in the spirit of protest that Deloria famously and infamously confronted the tenets of
Christianity, the policies of the Bureau of Indian Affairs, and the theories of anthropology. The
concept of tribal self-determination that he initiated both overturned the presumptions of the
dominant society, including various “Indian experts,” and asserted that tribes were entitled to the
rights of independent sovereign nations in their relationship with the United States, be it legally,
politically, culturally, historically, or religiously.

custer died for your sins: Sandoz Studies, Volume 2 Renée M. Laegreid, 2024-11 Mari
Sandoz’s The Battle of the Little Bighorn encouraged a change in how Americans viewed this
infamous fight. By the mid-twentieth century a towering Custer myth had come to dominate the
national psyche as a tale that confirmed national exceptionalism and continental destiny. Sandoz set
out to dismantle this myth in an intimate account of the battle told from multiple perspectives.
Although the resulting book received mixed reviews at the time, it has emerged through the decades
as a visionary reinterpretation of the battle and a literary masterpiece. Decades in the making, The
Battle of the Little Bighorn was the renowned western writer’s last book, published after her death
in 1966. The scholarly essays in this collection contextualize Sandoz’s work in the moment of its
writing, situating her treatment of the past within the pivotal moments of her present. The essays
address her incorporation of contemporary issues such as the Vietnam War, sensory history, gender
study, recentering the Native perspective, environmentalism, and Sandoz’s personal challenge to
completing her last book. The innovative insights into Sandoz’s perspective of the Battle of the Little
Bighorn bring the historical acts involved, and her treatment of the site in which they occurred, into
the twenty-first century.



custer died for your sins: This Indian Country Frederick Hoxie, 2013-11-26 A
comprehensive history of the heroic men and women who led the struggle for Indian rights In this
bold and sweeping counternarrative to our conventional understanding of Native American history,
celebrated academic historian Frederick E. Hoxie presents the story of Native American political
activism—a chronicle that spans more than two hundred years. Highlighting the activists—some
famous and some unknown beyond their own communities—who have sought to bridge the distance
between indigenous cultures and the U.S. republic through legal and political campaigns, Hoxie
weaves a powerful narrative that connects the individual to the tribe, the tribe to the nation, and the
nation to broader historical processes and progressive movements.

custer died for your sins: Heartbeat, Warble, and the Electric Powwow Craig Harris,
2016-04-11 Despite centuries of suppression and oppression, American Indian music survives today
as a profound cultural force. Heartbeat, Warble, and the Electric Powwow celebrates in depth the
vibrant soundscape of Native North America, from the “heartbeat” of intertribal drums and “warble”
of Native flutes to contemporary rock, hip-hop, and electronic music. Drawing on more than one
hundred interviews with musicians, producers, ethnographers, and record-label owners, author and
musician Craig Harris conjures an aural tapestry in which powwow drums and end-blown
woodwinds resound alongside operatic and symphonic strains, jazz and reggae, country music, and
blues. Harris begins with an exploration of the powwow, from sacred ceremonies to intertribal
gatherings. He examines the traditions of the Native American flute and its revival with artists such
as two-time Grammy winners R. Carlos Nakai and Mary Youngblood. Singers and songwriters,
including Buffy Sainte-Marie, Keith Secola, and Joanne Shenandoah, provide insights into their
music and their lives as American Indians. Harris also traces American Indian rock, reggae, punk,
and pop over four decades, punctuating his survey with commentary from such artists as Tom Bee,
founder of Native America’s first rock band, XIT. Grammy-winner Taj Mahal recalls influential
guitarist Jesse Ed Davis; ex-bandmates reflect on Rock Hall of Fame inductee Redbone; Robbie
Robertson, Pura Fe, and Rita Coolidge describe how their groundbreaking 1993 album, Music for
the Native Americans, evolved; and DJs A Tribe Called Red discuss their melding of archival
powwow recordings into fiery dance music. The many voices and sounds that weave throughout
Harris’s engaging, accessible account portray a sonic landscape that defies stereotyping and
continues to expand. Heartbeat, Warble, and the Electric Powwow is the story—told by those who
live it—of resisting a half-millennium of cultural suppression to create new sounds while preserving
old roots. Listen in! Visit this book’s page on the oupress.com website for a link to the book’s Spotify
playlist.

custer died for your sins: Handbook of Critical Race Theory in Education Marvin Lynn,
Adrienne D. Dixson, 2021-10-25 This handbook illustrates how education scholars employ Critical
Race Theory (CRT) as a framework to bring attention to issues of race and racism in education. It is
the first authoritative reference work to provide a truly comprehensive description and analysis of
the topic, from the defining conceptual principles of CRT in Law that gave shape to its radical
underpinnings to the political and social implications of the field today. It is divided into six sections,
covering innovations in educational research, policy and practice in both schools and in higher
education, and the increasing interdisciplinary nature of critical race research. New chapters
broaden the scope of theoretical lenses to include LatCrit, AsianCrit and Critical Race Feminism, as
well as coverage of Discrit Studies, Research Methods, and other recent updates to the field. This
handbook remains the definitive statement on the state of critical race theory in education and on its
possibilities for the future.

custer died for your sins: Rebels and Renegades Neil A. Hamilton, 2002-10-11 Rebels and
Renegades examines 350 years of history through the eyes of the uncompromising. Presented in
nine clearly written chronological chapters, this comprehensive reference covers the major events
and personalities in the history of extremism in the U.S. Besides chronicling the event itself, entries,
ranging from 500 to 1000 words, include background information and historic effects. In addition to
the chronology, sidebars highlight historical, biographical, cultural, and ethical aspects of the story,



tying the past to the present. Topics include the influence of radical idea on the mainstream, the role
of violence in radicalism, and the evolving relationship between radicals and the media. An extensive
appendix of excerpts, transcripts, and full source documents round out the work. To see the
Introduction, a list of detailed contents, a generous selection of sample pages, and more, visit the
Rebels and Renegades website.

custer died for your sins: A Vocation at Risk James A. Bryant Jr., 2021-06-25 New teachers
need a resource which will accomplish three things. First, a work is needed that gives them the
imminently practical information that they will need to succeed in their careers. This information
includes tips on surviving the politics of a school and how to successfully communicate with the
parents of the school. Second, pre-service teachers need a work that will provide them with a
workable theoretical base that is clearly tied to their practice. There is no lack of theory in teacher
preparation programs, but my research has shown that students do not see the connections between
the theory that is preached and their career concerns. Finally, there is a great need for a work that
will reacquaint pre-service teachers with the idealistic purposes of education. Many young people
choose education as a career because of their desire to “make a difference” in the life of a child or in
their community. But by the time they have completed the necessary course work, these same
students no longer recall their earlier idealism. There is a tremendous need to remind new teachers
of their ideals as they prepare to enter a classroom. This book does all three.

custer died for your sins: Only for the Brave at Heart Leon E. Pettiway, 2023-12-14 Only when
we transform our minds can we break the chains of our mental enslavement and find true liberation
from our misperceptions about race, crime, and justice. Social commentators and scholars have
presented numerous theories on these topics. But while all lament the horrors associated with
discrimination and racism, few so far have proposed a viable way to escape these sufferings. By
taking a critical look at the writings of novelists, social commentators, and scholars in the fields of
sociology, criminology, criminal justice, black studies, philosophy, and law, Professor Leon E.
Pettiway presents a series of essays that provide a path that liberates us from these sufferings. In
doing so, he provides a unique perspective that reframes the social realities of racial membership
and institutional racism in the US and how they impact our perceptions of crime and justice.
Buddhism and race are essential elements of these discussions, but Pettiway’s commentary is also
informed by an Afrocentric perspective. In these ways, Pettiway examines our thoughts concerning
race, the causes of crime, and the administration of justice. He uses these frameworks to
demonstrate how our current modes of thinking reinforce and perpetuate white supremacy,
influence our scholarly endeavors, and frame today’s public policies and social agendas. In Only for
the Brave at Heart: Essays Rethinking Race, Crime, and Justice, readers will: (1) learn new ways of
thinking that can liberate our world from injustice (2) assess the ways we create the realities of race,
crime, and justice (3) explore how love and compassion lead to meaningful actions that can reduce
human suffering Pettiway has spent his career as an academic and Buddhist monk reflecting on and
writing about the African-American experience. Only for the Brave at Heart attempts to create an
intellectual movement that reimagines how we think about the perceived differences that fracture
our society and disenfranchise so many. In the end, Only for the Brave at Heart is a critique and
commentary on social justice. This powerful collection of essays about discrimination and racism will
prove to be one of the most important books about race in America today.

custer died for your sins: Of Living Stone David E. Wilkins, Shelly Hulse Wilkins, 2024-04-16
Of Living Stone: Perspectives on Continuous Knowledge and the Work of Vine Deloria, Jr. is a
collection of new essays on the legacy of Vine Deloria, Jr., one of the most influential thinkers of our
time. This insightful collection features more than thirty original pieces, bringing together Tribal
leaders, artists, scientists, activists, scholars, legal experts, and humorists. A group of French
scholars offers surprising perspectives on Deloria's continuing global influence. Readers will find
thoughtful and creative views on his wide-ranging and world-changing body of work. Some build
upon his ideas while others offer important criticisms. In addition to its content, this volume is
unique in that it was designed to center the traditional exercise of continuous knowledge whereby




information is routinely shared, considered, and pragmatically adapted as it flows between
generations. In this way, people, ideas and traditions remain alive and relevant—not set in stone —as
the past is honored by those living in the present as they prepare for the future. The book includes
contributions from a number of remarkable individuals, including: Climate expert Margaret Redsteer
(Crow) Melanie Yazzie (DinE), host of The Red Power Hour podcast Cheryl Crazy Bull (Sicangu
Lakota), president of the American Indian College Fund Activists Faith Spotted Eagle (Yankton
Dakota) and Lauren Schad (Cheyenne River Lakota) Writer and producer Migizi Pensoneau
(Ponca/Ojibwe) Environmental scientists Kyle Whyte (Citizen Potawatomi) and Ryan Emanuel
(Lumbee) Experts on Tribal Governance Deron Marquez (Yuhaaviatam of San Manuel), Frank
Ettawageshik (Little Traverse Bay), Norbert Hill (Oneida), Megan Hill (Oneida), and Marty Case.
Artists Cannupa Hanska Luger (MHA-Three Affiliated Tribes) and James Johnson (Tlingit) Legal
Scholars Sarah Deer (Muscogee), Rebecca Tsosie (Yaqui descent), and Gabe Galanda (Round Valley)
Archaeologist Paulette Steeves (Cree-Metis) Scholars of Indigenous Traditions Noenoe Silva
(K&anaka Maoli), Natalie Avalos (Chicana of Mexican Indigenous descent), Tom Holm (Cherokee),
and Greg Cajete (Tewa-Santa Clara Pueblo). Time magazine named Vine Deloria, Jr. as one of the
greatest thinkers of the twentieth century, and his research, writings, and teachings on history, law,
religion, and science continue to influence generations of Indigenous peoples and their allies across
the world. He authored many acclaimed books, including God Is Red; The Nations Within (with
Clifford Lytle); Red Earth, White Lies; Spirit and Reason; and Custer Died for Your Sins.

custer died for your sins: Wardship and the Welfare State Mary Klann, 2024 Wardship and
the Welfare State examines the ideological dimensions and practical intersections of public policy
and Native American citizenship, Indian wardship, and social welfare rights after World War II. By
examining Native wardship's intersections with three pieces of mid-twentieth-century welfare
legislation--the 1935 Social Security Act, the 1942 Servicemen's Dependents Allowance Act, and the
1944 GI Bill--Mary Klann traces the development of a new conception of first-class citizenship.
Wardship and the Welfare State explores how policymakers and legislators have defined first-class
citizenship against its apparent opposite, the much older and fraught idea of Indian wardship. Wards
were considered dependent, while first-class citizens were considered independent. Wards were
thought to receive gratuitous aid from the government, while first-class citizens were considered
responsible. Critics of the federal welfare state's expansion in the 1930s through 1960s feared that
as more Americans received government aid, they too could become dependent wards, victims of the
poverty they saw on reservations. Because critics believed wardship prevented Native men and
women from fulfilling expectations of work, family, and political membership, they advocated
terminating Natives' trust relationships with the federal government. As these critics mistakenly
equated wardship with welfare, state officials also prevented Native people from accessing needed
welfare benefits. But to Native peoples wardship was not welfare and welfare was not wardship.
Native nations and pan-Native organizations insisted on Natives' government-to-government
relationships with the United States and maintained their rights to welfare benefits. In so doing,
they rejected stereotyped portrayals of Natives' perpetual poverty and dependency and asserted and
defined tribal sovereignty. By illuminating how assumptions about gratuitous government benefits
limit citizenship, Wardship and the Welfare State connects Native people to larger histories of race,
inequality, gender, and welfare in the twentieth-century United States.

custer died for your sins: The Revolution Will Be Hilarious Caty Borum, 2023-02-28 An
insider’s look at the power of comedy to effect social change From Trevor Noah’s The Daily Show
and Hasan Minhaj’s Patriot Act, to Issa Rae’s Insecure and Corey Ryan Forrester’s Twitter feed,
today’s multi-platform comedy refuses to shy away from the social issues that define our time.As
more comedians lean into social justice activism, they help reshape the entertainment industry and
offer creative, dynamic avenues for social change. The Revolution Will Be Hilarious offers a
compelling insider’s look at how comedy and social justice activists are working together in a
revolutionary media moment. Caty Borum invites readers into an expanding, enterprising arena of
participatory culture and politics through in-depth interviews with comedians, social justice leaders,



and Hollywood players. Their insights shed light on questions such as: What role does comedy play
in helping communities engage the public with challenging social issues? How do social justice
organizations and comedians co-create entertaining comedy designed to build the civic power of
marginalized groups? And how are entertainment industry leaders working with social justice
organizations to launch new comedy as both entertainment and inspiration for social change?
Through this exploration, Borum argues that building creative power is crucial for marginalized
groups to build civic power. The Revolution Will Be Hilarious positions the rise of social justice
comedy as creative, disruptive storytelling that hilariously invites us to agitate the status quo and
re-imagine social realities to come closer to the promise of equity and justice in America.

custer died for your sins: American Indian History Camilla Townsend, 2009-04-20 This
Reader from the Uncovering the Past series provides a comprehensive introduction to American
Indian history. Over 60 primary documents allow the voices of natives to illuminate the American
past Includes samples of native languages just above the full translations of particular texts Provides
comprehensive introductions and headnotes, as well as images, an extensive bibliography, and
suggestions for further research Includes such texts as a decoded Maya inscription, letters written
during the French and Indian War on the distribution of small pox blankets, and a diatribe by
General George Armstrong Custer shortly before he was killed at the Battle of the Little Big Horn
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