
charlotte mason habit training
Charlotte Mason Habit Training: Cultivating Character Through Consistent Practice

charlotte mason habit training is a fundamental aspect of Charlotte Mason’s educational
philosophy, focusing on nurturing good habits in children to develop their character and intellect
harmoniously. Rather than relying solely on academic instruction, Mason believed that education
should mold the whole child, and habits play a crucial role in shaping behaviors, attitudes, and lifelong
learning skills. In this article, we’ll explore what habit training means in the Charlotte Mason method,
why it’s so effective, and practical ways to implement it in everyday life.

Understanding Charlotte Mason Habit Training

Charlotte Mason’s approach to habit training isn’t about rigid discipline or punishment. Instead, it’s
about gently guiding children to form positive habits through repetition, encouragement, and
example. The goal is to help children develop self-control, responsibility, and a love for order and
goodness naturally and joyfully.

At its core, habit training involves teaching children to do things automatically without constant
reminders. This might include habits of attention, neatness, truthfulness, kindness, and perseverance.
When these habits become second nature, children can focus more naturally on learning and
character growth.

The Philosophy Behind Habit Training

Mason viewed habits as the "root" of character. She famously said, “Bring up a child in the way he
should go, and when he is old he will not depart from it.” This proverb encapsulates her belief that
early formation of good habits lays the foundation for moral and intellectual development.

Unlike some educational methods that rely heavily on rewards or punishments, Mason emphasized
consistent, gentle training that respects the child’s dignity. The process involves patience and
understanding, recognizing that habit formation is gradual and requires modeling by parents and

Frequently Asked Questions

What is habit training in the Charlotte Mason method?
Habit training in the Charlotte Mason method refers to the deliberate and consistent practice of
cultivating good habits in children to develop their character and self-discipline.

Why is habit training important according to Charlotte Mason?
Charlotte Mason believed that habits form the foundation of a child's character, and training good



habits early helps children develop self-control, responsibility, and a love for learning.

At what age should habit training begin in the Charlotte
Mason approach?
Habit training should begin in early childhood, as soon as the child is capable of understanding and
practicing simple habits, often starting as young as infancy or toddlerhood.

What are some common habits emphasized in Charlotte
Mason habit training?
Common habits include attentiveness, obedience, truthfulness, neatness, orderliness, self-control,
kindness, and diligence.

How can parents effectively implement habit training at
home?
Parents can implement habit training by modeling good habits, providing consistent and gentle
reminders, setting clear expectations, offering positive reinforcement, and being patient and
persistent.

How does habit training impact a child's education in the
Charlotte Mason philosophy?
Habit training supports education by fostering concentration, perseverance, and a disciplined mind,
enabling children to engage deeply with their studies and develop a lifelong love of learning.

Can habit training be adapted for older children or teenagers?
Yes, habit training can be adapted for older children and teenagers by focusing on more complex
habits like time management, self-reflection, and accountability, while continuing encouragement and
guidance.

What role do parents and teachers play in habit training?
Parents and teachers serve as role models and guides, consistently reinforcing good habits, correcting
gently when necessary, and creating an environment that supports habit formation.

Are there any recommended resources for learning more
about Charlotte Mason habit training?
Recommended resources include Charlotte Mason's original volumes, books by modern Charlotte
Mason educators, online forums, and habit training guides specifically tailored to her educational
philosophy.



Additional Resources
Charlotte Mason Habit Training: An In-Depth Exploration of Character Development in Education

charlotte mason habit training represents a foundational aspect of the Charlotte Mason
educational philosophy, emphasizing the deliberate cultivation of good habits as a pathway to
character development and effective learning. Rooted in the early 20th century teachings of British
educator Charlotte Mason, this approach to habit training extends beyond mere discipline; it
integrates moral, intellectual, and physical dimensions to nurture well-rounded individuals. In this
analytical review, we delve into the principles, methods, and implications of Charlotte Mason habit
training, assessing its relevance and application in contemporary education.

Understanding Charlotte Mason Habit Training

At its core, Charlotte Mason habit training is predicated on the belief that habits form the backbone of
character and intellect. Mason posited that children’s success in education and life hinges upon the
steady repetition of positive behaviors until they become second nature. Unlike punitive or
authoritarian models of discipline, this system promotes gentle, consistent guidance aimed at
fostering self-control and intrinsic motivation.

In Mason’s framework, habit training is not limited to academic diligence; it encompasses a broad
spectrum of behaviors including attention, obedience, neatness, truthfulness, kindness, and self-
discipline. The idea is to create a conducive learning environment by embedding these habits early,
thus enabling children to engage more fully with the curriculum and their surroundings.

The Philosophical Foundations of Habit Training

Charlotte Mason’s philosophy draws heavily from the classical understanding of education as a means
to cultivate virtue alongside knowledge. Habit training aligns with this by focusing on the formation of
character through repeated practice. Mason famously stated that “Education is an atmosphere, a
discipline, a life,” with habit training squarely fitting within the discipline component.

Her educational model views children as persons to be respected rather than empty vessels to be
filled. Habit training, therefore, respects the child’s individuality while encouraging the development
of self-governing habits that support lifelong learning and moral growth. This approach contrasts with
traditional rote memorization or authoritarian discipline, highlighting a more humane and sustainable
method of character building.

Key Principles and Practices in Charlotte Mason Habit
Training

The practical implementation of Charlotte Mason habit training involves several distinct principles:



Consistency and Repetition

A hallmark of Mason’s method is the emphasis on consistent, daily practice. Habits are formed
through regular, deliberate repetition rather than sporadic enforcement. For example, habits such as
attentiveness during lessons, prompt obedience, and care for one’s environment are nurtured through
daily routines and gentle correction.

Positive Reinforcement and Encouragement

Rather than relying on punishment, Charlotte Mason habit training employs positive reinforcement.
Children are encouraged and praised for exhibiting good habits, which serves to motivate them
intrinsically. This positive approach fosters a cooperative atmosphere between parent or teacher and
child.

Gradual Progression and Age-Appropriate Expectations

Mason was keenly aware of developmental stages and tailored habit training accordingly. Younger
children begin with simple habits like holding still or looking at the speaker, while older children
gradually take on more complex responsibilities such as managing their own time or completing
assignments independently.

Integration with Academic and Life Skills

Habit training is not isolated from academic instruction but integrated seamlessly. For instance, the
habit of attention directly supports reading and comprehension, while neatness and orderliness
facilitate efficient study habits. This interconnectedness ensures that habit training enhances both
character and scholastic achievement.

Benefits and Challenges of Charlotte Mason Habit
Training

Benefits

Holistic Development: By addressing moral, intellectual, and physical habits, the approach
nurtures well-rounded individuals.

Self-Discipline: Encourages children to internalize discipline rather than responding solely to
external controls.



Improved Learning Outcomes: Habits such as attentiveness and perseverance directly
contribute to academic success.

Parent-Teacher Partnership: Fosters cooperative relationships through positive, respectful
guidance.

Challenges

Time-Intensive: Habit formation requires patience and consistent effort, which can be
demanding for educators and parents.

Individual Variability: Children develop habits at different paces, necessitating flexible and
personalized approaches.

Modern Distractions: The prevalence of digital distractions may complicate the cultivation of
focus and self-control.

Comparing Charlotte Mason Habit Training with Other
Educational Approaches

When placed alongside contemporary educational models, Charlotte Mason habit training offers
unique perspectives. For example, behaviorist approaches often emphasize external rewards and
punishments, while Mason’s method prioritizes internal motivation through positive reinforcement
and respect for the child’s personhood.

Similarly, Montessori education shares some common ground with Mason’s habit training in
emphasizing independence and self-discipline. However, Mason’s approach is distinct in its explicit
integration of moral habits and the use of “living books” to inspire character development alongside
habit formation.

Furthermore, traditional discipline methods that rely heavily on correction and control contrast
sharply with Mason’s gentle, habit-based training, which aims to cultivate long-term character traits
instead of short-term compliance.

Implementing Charlotte Mason Habit Training Today

Modern educators and homeschooling parents interested in Charlotte Mason habit training can apply
several practical strategies:



Establish Clear, Consistent Routines: Structured daily schedules support habitual behavior1.
by providing predictable environments.

Model Desired Habits: Adults demonstrating habits such as patience, attentiveness, and2.
kindness encourage imitation.

Use Gentle Correction: Address lapses in habits calmly and promptly to reinforce3.
expectations without fostering resentment.

Encourage Reflection: Older children benefit from recognizing the effects of their habits on4.
learning and relationships.

Incorporate Habit Training into Curriculum: Link habits directly to academic tasks, such as5.
focusing during reading or completing assignments punctually.

Expanding the Scope: Habit Training Beyond Childhood

While Charlotte Mason habit training originally targeted children, its principles have broader
implications. The focus on consistent, positive reinforcement and gradual habit development can be
applied to adult learning and professional environments. The cultivation of good habits remains a
cornerstone of personal and career success.

Moreover, Mason’s holistic vision encourages lifelong development, suggesting that habit training is
not a finite process but an ongoing journey. The integration of moral and intellectual habits supports
the growth of responsible, thoughtful adults, reinforcing the enduring value of this educational
approach.

As contemporary education continues to evolve, revisiting Charlotte Mason habit training offers
insightful perspectives on how character and intellect can be nurtured in tandem. Its emphasis on
respect, consistency, and gentle guidance provides a counterbalance to more mechanical or punitive
discipline methods, inviting educators to consider habit formation as a dynamic, life-shaping process.

Charlotte Mason Habit Training

  charlotte mason habit training: My Daily Lessons in Habit Training Erica Thomas, 2023-07
My Daily Lessons in Habit Training - A Charlotte Mason Inspired Preschool and Kindergarten is the
fourth in a series of books that gently introduces your child to academics by using the Charlotte
Mason approach.Good Routines that are well planned, regular, and predictable produce healthy
Habit Training for your child.This book tells the story of a day in the life of a homeschool family
during the time that Charlotte Mason lived.Included are 25 Habit Training/Routine Cards to use in
your homeschool.
  charlotte mason habit training: Laying Down the Rails for Children Lanaya Gore, 2013-04
  charlotte mason habit training: Keeken-Kessel , 1967
  charlotte mason habit training: Charlotte Mason Margaret Coombs, 2015-09-24 As the
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acknowledged founder and philosopher of the Parents' National Educational Union (PNEU),
Charlotte Mason was revered by her followers as a saintly Madonna figure. She died in 1923 at the
peak of her fame, having achieved mythic status as the Principal of her House of Education and wide
recognition after the introduction of her liberal educational programmes into state schools. Yet her
early life and heritage remained shrouded in mystery. Drawing upon insubstantiated sources, the
official biography released in 1960 confused rather than illuminated Charlotte's background,
contributing to several enduring misapprehensions. In her new and definitive biography, Margaret
Coombs draws on years of research to reveal for the first time thehidden backdrop to Charlotte
Mason's life, tracing the lives of her previously undiscovered Quaker ancestors to offer a better
understanding of the roots of her personality and ideas. Coombs charts her rise from humble
beginnings as an orphaned pupil-teacher to great heights as a lady of culture venerated within
prestigious PNEU circles, illustrating how with determination she surmounted the Victorian age's
rigid class divisions to achieve her educational vision. A thorough analysis of Charlotte Mason's
educational influences and key friendships challenges longstanding notions about the roots of her
philosophy, offering a more realistic picture of her life and work than ever accomplished before.
With a growing following in the USA and Australia, Charlotte Mason's ideas have a clear relevance
to the continuing educational debate today. Admirers of her philosophy and scholars of the history of
education will fi nd much to enthral and instruct them in these pages.
  charlotte mason habit training: Educating Persons An Introduction to Charlotte Mason's
Twenty Principles Amy Fischer, 2024-03-14 Charlotte Mason didn't give a to-do list for educating
children, she gave principles to guide the way. These principles show us the big picture of the
Charlotte Mason method: what a child is, how the mind works, what tools we can use, and where we
are trying to go. Reading the principles as a long list, however, can be overwhelming and confusing.
Educating Persons takes each principle, one by one, and points you to both their meanings as well as
how they all fit together. In this short book, you'll find: A principle-by-principle discussion of
Charlotte Mason's foundational ideas Recommendations for further study from Charlotte Mason and
modern writers Real-life examples and encouragement for your education journey Whether you are
first exploring the Charlotte Mason philosophy, or have been applying for a while, deepen your
understanding and refresh your perspective as you bring her ideas to life.
  charlotte mason habit training: Charlotte Mason Summaries Leslie Noelani Laurio,
2005-08-13 Charlotte Mason in a 'Readers Digest' version. :-) Concise chapter-by-chapter summaries
of all six of Charlotte Mason's volumes in one convenient book. This is a print version of the
summaries that are online for free at http://www.amblesideonline.org/CM/CMSummaries.html
  charlotte mason habit training: Home Education in Modern English: Volume 1 of
Charlotte Mason's Series Leslie Noelani Laurio, 2007-08-01 Volume 1 of Charlotte Mason's
Original Homeschool Series paraphrased sentence by sentence into plain English by Leslie Laurio.
This is a good place for parents of very young children to begin, since Charlotte Mason details ways
to prepare children up to age 9 for a CM education. If you prefer to print or read this book online for
free, the complete text is also available at http: //www.amblesideonline.org/CM/ModernEnglish.htm
  charlotte mason habit training: Homeschooling Growth Liam Brown, AI, 2025-03-11
Homeschooling Growth examines the increasing trend of families choosing homeschooling, driven by
dissatisfaction with traditional schooling and a desire for greater parental involvement. This book
explores not just the why, but also the how and what of homeschooling, offering insights into its
diverse methodologies and measurable outcomes. Did you know homeschooling represents a
significant shift in how parents engage with their children's learning, and its growth reflects
increasing availability of resources supporting home-based learning? The book takes a data-driven
approach, emphasizing empirical evidence to shed light on the complexities of alternative education.
It begins by tracing the historical development of homeschooling, then delves into motivations, such
as concerns about school safety and tailoring education to individual learning styles. The final
section examines academic and social outcomes, drawing on research to provide a nuanced
perspective on this increasingly popular educational choice.



  charlotte mason habit training: School Education Charlotte Maria Mason, 1905
  charlotte mason habit training: Modern Miss Mason Leah Boden, 2023 Modern Miss Mason
is your invitation into an adventure, a call to turn a corner on your already incredible journey of
parenting and let Leah Boden show you the fresh face of an age-old perspective on motherhood,
childhood, and education. As a young mother and new home educator, Leah was overwhelmed by
the breadth of available resources. How to know which to choose? What would best guide and
inspire her children? Whose voices should she trust? That's when she discovered the timeless work
and words of Charlotte Mason. A ground-breaking and revolutionary voice in education, Charlotte
breathed life and beauty back into childhood in a stiff, archaic age, opening the eyes of
parent-teachers and the hearts of students -- and changing the future of home education...In an
overwhelming digital age that can distract and divert our attention from the past, turn back to
Charlotte Mason's educational ideas that started it all -- and discover what they can do for you and
your family. --
  charlotte mason habit training: Parents and Children Charlotte Mason, 2021-04-11 In
Parents and Children, Charlotte Mason offers a transformative exploration of educational
philosophy, emphasizing the vital role of parents in the nurturing and intellectual development of
children. The book articulates her progressive stance on child-rearing, advocating for an approach
that marries respect for the child's individuality with a rich, disciplined education rooted in the
liberal arts. Mason's elegant prose reflects her commitment to clarity and accessibility, drawing
upon her extensive experience in teaching and child development, and placing her work firmly
within the burgeoning movement of late 19th-century educational reform. Charlotte Mason, a
pioneering educational reformer from the late Victorian era, developed her philosophies through
rigorous observation of children's behavior and educational outcomes. Her own experiences as a
mother and educator profoundly shaped her views on the partnership between parent and child, as
she believed that fostering a love of learning was essential to a child's growth. Mason founded a
network of schools and established a model that continues to influence contemporary educational
practices, particularly in the realm of homeschooling and classical education. This book is an
essential read for parents, educators, and anyone interested in the influence of thoughtful education
on children'Äôs development. Mason's insights provide a compelling case for nurturing the
intellectual and moral growth of children, encouraging readers to embrace their essential role in this
lifelong journey.
  charlotte mason habit training: School Education in Modern English: Volume 3 of Charlotte
Mason's Series Leslie Laurio, 2007-08-01 Volume 3 of Charlotte Mason's Original Homeschool Series
paraphrased sentence by sentence into plain English by Leslie Laurio. Thoughts about the teaching
and curriculum of children aged 9-12 with details and examples of books, exams, etc. If you prefer to
print or read this book online for free, the complete text is also available at http:
//www.amblesideonline.org/CM/ModernEnglish.htm
  charlotte mason habit training: When Children Love to Learn Elaine Cooper, 2004-04-07
They're hallmarks of childhood. The endless why questions. The desire to touch and taste everything.
The curiosity and the observations. It can't be denied-children have an inherent desire to know.
Teachers and parents can either encourage this natural inquisitiveness or squelch it. There is joy in
the classroom when children learn-not to take a test, not to get a grade, not to compete with each
other, and not to please their parents or their teachers-but because they want to know about the
world around them! Both Christian educators and parents will find proven help in creating a positive
learning atmosphere through methods pioneered by Charlotte Mason that show how to develop a
child's natural love of learning. The professional educators, administrators, and Mason supporters
contributing to this volume give useful applications that work in a variety of educational settings,
from Christian schools to homeschools. A practical follow-up to Crossway's For the Children's Sake,
this book follows a tradition of giving serious thought to what education is, so that children will be
learning for life and for everlasting life.
  charlotte mason habit training: In Memoriam, Charlotte M. Mason Parents National



Educational Union (London, England), 1923
  charlotte mason habit training: Charlotte Mason Marian Wallace Ney, 1999 Latest volume in
the series of biographies,examining influential educators such as Alice,Miller, A.S Neill, John Holt,
Henry Morris.
  charlotte mason habit training: The Original Home School Series Charlotte Mason,
2013-06-28 This is the complete unabridged and authorized edition of the works of
turn-of-the-century British educator Charlotte Mason, with a forward by Dr. John Thorley of The
Charlotte Mason College. This six-volume set includes over 2400 pages on education, child training
and parenting. Recognized as a pioneer in home education and major school reforms, Charlotte
Mason's practical methods are as revolutionary today as when they were first written. These books
were out of print for over 80 years until Dean & Karen Andreola brought them to America in while
returning from a mission s trip in the spring of 1987. A Charlotte Mason educational revival soon
followed. Charlotte Mason s writings reflect a lifetime of experience teaching children and training
teachers. Her topics are meaty. Her ideas radiate brilliantly in the thoughts of those who take the
time to ponder them. With each idea comes a practical how-to for bringing up children within the
educational life. The power of attention, moral character, the discipline of habit, safeguarding a
child s curiosity, is a tiny peek at the topics presented. Although Miss Mason began writing in the
1880s, her principles still apply. Today's homeschool parents are seeing first-hand how wonderfully
they work. After ten years of intense study and application of Miss Mason s principles with her own
children, Karen Andreola wrote A Charlotte Mason Companion: Personal Reflections on the Gentle
Art of Learning. Now today's parents can see what a Charlotte Mason education looks like in a
contemporary setting while gleaning from its many benefits.
  charlotte mason habit training: Knights in Training Heather Haupt, 2017-05-30 Bringing
chivalry back into our modern-day world, this book shows us how to inspire today's generation of
young boys to pursue honor, courage, and compassion. In an age when respect and honor seem like
distant and antiquated relics, how can we equip boys to pursue valor and courageously put the
needs of others before their own? This book helps parents to inspire their boys by captivating their
imagination and honoring their love for adventure. Heather Haupt explores how knights historically
lived out various aspects of the knights' Code of Chivalry, as depicted in the French epic Song of
Roland, and how boys can embody these same ideals now. When we issue the challenge and give
boys the reasons why it is worth pursuing, we step forward on an incredible journey towards raising
the kind of boys who, just like the knights of old, make an impact in their world now and for the rest
of their lives.
  charlotte mason habit training: Homegrown Amber O'Neal Johnston, 2025-08-12 Warm and
wise, grounded and liberating, Homegrown offers clarity and encouragement to homeschooling
parents, asking what it means to build a life where learning and love grow side by side.
Homeschooling is the fastest-growing form of education in America, and it's here to stay. If you're a
homeschool veteran, finishing up your first year, or are just homeschool curious, Homegrown is
destined to become a go-to resource. This collection of 30 original, thought-provoking pieces from a
diverse group of contributors covers common questions such as · What fuels families to educate
children at home? · How do relationships, culture, and vision affect the decision to homeschool? ·
What roles do spouses, friends, extended family, and communities play in our ability to homeschool?
· How do culture, heritage, history, and legacy seamlessly intertwine with reading, writing, and
arithmetic? · Why is raising our kids this way so important, and how do we prioritize it? Whether
your aim is to nurture your child's passions, support their individual learning style, or connect with a
community of like-minded families, this book will be your trusted companion every step of the way.
Spanning age, race, ethnicity, political beliefs, geography, religion, family size, educational
philosophy, and more, the essays in Homegrown provide parents with guidance and inspiration to
kickstart or refine their homeschooling practice with creativity, connection, and confidence.
Features essays from Ainsley Arment, Sally Clarkson, Greta Eskridge, Julie Bogart, Ginny Yurich,
Leslie Martino, Yvette Henry, Sonya Shafer, Leah Boden, Rea Berg, Alberta Stevens, Trisha Vuong,



Susan Seay, Delina Pryce McPhaull, Erin Loechner, Richard M. Smith, Jennifer Pepito, Rachel
Devenish Ford, Mandy Davis, Jason B. Esters, Elsie Iudicello, Alisha Roth, Torrie Oglesby, Erika
Alicea, Brytni McNeil, Nicole Cottrell, Brenaea Fairchild, Julie Ross, Min Hwang, and editor Amber
O'Neal Johnston.
  charlotte mason habit training: Homeschooling Michael Wenkart, 2014-03-20 Estimates
suggest there are around 1.5m Americans who have turned to homeschooling for their children (and
this is probably a significant underestimate). Whether this is due to a perceived failing in the state
education system, religious or political convictions or the need to accommodate some special need of
the student or family, it is an issue that causes controversy and, undoubtedly raises very serious
questions about the state of future generations of American citizens. Advocates of the system claim
it improves the education of the child, shapes it more to their needs and aptitudes and leads to a
more rounded individual experience. Critics claim it undermines the public school system, makes
children more narrow and prejudiced in their outlook and doesn’t offer any significant advantages
academically. So who is right? As with all such debates there is a high degree of subjectivity
involved when assessing claims and counterclaims. It is difficult to substantiate or disprove a lot of
these and not enough objective, scientific research has been conducted to come up with conclusive
results either way. Many who have used the system are very happy with the results though they
assert it is hard work and requires lots of commitment (and often cost). A few are honest enough to
admit there are considerable drawbacks and that the concept is not suitable for everyone – adults or
children. A lot of its critics are opposed to it on political grounds claiming it is a reactionary idea
that breeds inequality and perpetuates right-wing principles. Others oppose the association with
religious beliefs, though there is no strong evidence that this is a major factor in most decisions to
homeschool. Homeschooling has had a long, hard road to acceptance. It has been equated with
truancy and illegality and has been criticized and pilloried often by people who know little about it.
Its practitioners have been branded as ‘kooks’, religious fanatics, right-wing pedagogues and many
other things. Some of these accusations might be founded but the average homeschooler is probably
none of these. In fact they are probably just that – average. Many will agree it is a parent’s right to
give their children the best possible education and it is an issue of choice, freedom and independent
thinking. Whether this is largely beneficial or detrimental will ultimately be down to the perspective
of individuals as they consider the pros and cons.
  charlotte mason habit training: They stopped sending their kids to school Michael Wenkart,
2014-04-09 Is homeschooling a reasonable alternative to the classical school system? Estimates
suggest there are at least 1.5m Americans who have turned to homeschooling for their children.
Whether this is due to a perceived failing in the state education system, religious or political
convictions or the need to accommodate some special need of the student or family, it is an issue
that causes controversy and, undoubtedly raises very serious questions about the state of future
generations of American citizens. Advocates of the system claim it improves the education of the
child, shapes it more to their needs and aptitudes and leads to a more rounded individual
experience. Critics claim it undermines the public school system, makes children more narrow and
prejudiced in their outlook and doesn't offer any significant advantages academically. So who is
right? As with all such debates there is a high degree of subjectivity involved when assessing claims
and counterclaims. It is difficult to substantiate or disprove a lot of these and not enough objective,
scientific research has been conducted to come up with conclusive results either way. Many who
have used the system are very happy with the results though they assert it is hard work and requires
lots of commitment (and often cost). A few are honest enough to admit there are considerable
drawbacks and that the concept is not suitable for everyone - adults or children. A lot of its critics
are opposed to it on political grounds claiming it is a reactionary idea that breeds inequality and
perpetuates right-wing principles. Others oppose the association with religious beliefs, though there
is no strong evidence that this is a major factor in most decisions to homeschool. Homeschooling has
had a long, hard road to acceptance. It has been equated with truancy and illegality and has been
criticized and pilloried often by people who know little about it.
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Charlotte, NC 28217
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