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Are Undercover Cops Allowed to Break the Law?

Are undercover cops allowed to break the law? This question often arises in discussions about
police tactics, ethics, and legality. The idea of law enforcement officers breaking laws to catch
criminals sounds paradoxical, yet undercover operations sometimes involve activities that blur legal
and moral lines. Understanding the boundaries within which undercover officers operate is
crucial—not only for public awareness but also for appreciating the complexities of law enforcement
in combating crime.

The Role of Undercover Police Officers

Undercover cops are sworn officers who assume false identities to infiltrate criminal organizations or
gather crucial evidence. Their work is inherently risky and requires engaging with suspects in ways
that might mimic illegal behavior. For example, they may pose as drug buyers or sellers, participate in
illegal gambling rings, or embed themselves in gangs to build trust and collect information.

The nature of undercover work demands a delicate balance. Officers must avoid compromising their
integrity or violating laws beyond what is necessary to maintain their cover. This balance is what
leads many to wonder: are undercover cops allowed to break the law, and if so, to what extent?

Legal Boundaries: What Undercover Officers Can and
Cannot Do

The Concept of “Authorized” Illegal Activity

In some circumstances, undercover officers are permitted to engage in minor illegal acts. However,
these actions are typically authorized by their department and are part of a controlled operation. For
example, an undercover officer buying small quantities of drugs during a sting operation is often
legally sanctioned. This participation helps establish credibility and gather evidence against more
significant criminal activities.

Yet, this permission is not a free pass to commit any crime. The law and police regulations strictly
prohibit undercover officers from engaging in serious offenses such as violence, theft, or other acts
that would harm others or violate fundamental rights.



Entrapment and Its Legal Implications

One critical legal concept related to undercover police conduct is entrapment. Entrapment occurs
when law enforcement induces a person to commit a crime they otherwise would not have
committed. Courts carefully scrutinize undercover operations to prevent entrapment, ensuring officers
do not coerce or unduly persuade individuals into illegal activities.

This principle limits how far undercover officers can “break the law.” While they can simulate criminal
behavior as part of their cover, they cannot manufacture crimes or manipulate suspects into illegal
acts solely to make arrests.

Ethical Considerations and Police Department Policies

Beyond legality, undercover operations raise ethical questions. Police departments often have internal
policies that govern what officers can do while undercover. These guidelines help protect both the
officers and the integrity of the investigation.

Some common ethical boundaries include:

Avoiding any actions that cause harm to innocent people

Refraining from committing crimes that undermine public trust

Not engaging in corruption or abusing their authority

Maintaining transparency with superiors about the nature of their activities

These policies are designed to prevent misuse of undercover powers and ensure that law
enforcement remains accountable.

Examples of Law-Breaking in Undercover Operations

To better understand the complexity, it helps to look at some examples:

Permitted Minor Violations

- **Buying and Selling Small Quantities of Illegal Substances:** Often necessary to maintain cover.
- **Using Fake IDs and False Names:** Essential for identity protection and investigation.
- **Participating in Illegal Gambling or Prostitution Rings:** Sometimes required to gather evidence.



Strictly Forbidden Acts

- **Committing Violent Crimes:** Such as assault or homicide, which are off-limits.
- **Engaging in Theft or Fraud:** These actions are generally prohibited unless explicitly authorized in
exceptional cases.
- **Corrupt Practices:** Accepting bribes or facilitating crime beyond the scope of the operation.

How Courts View Undercover Police Law-Breaking

When evidence obtained by undercover officers is challenged in court, judges examine whether any
illegal acts committed by the officers were justified and legal within the context of the operation. If an
undercover cop exceeds their authority or breaks laws excessively, it can lead to evidence being
thrown out or even criminal charges against the officers.

The judiciary often weighs:

The nature and extent of the law-breaking

The authorization and supervision of the actions

The impact on the accused’s rights and fairness of the trial

This judicial oversight ensures that undercover operations do not become a loophole for unchecked
illegal behavior.

Tips for Understanding Undercover Operations and
Their Limits

If you’re curious about the legality and ethics of undercover policing, consider the following points:

Know the difference between legal “deception” and unlawful acts. Deception is a tool1.
in undercover work, but outright crimes are generally forbidden.

Remember that authorization matters. Any illegal activity must be sanctioned by higher2.
authorities to be lawful.

Recognize entrapment protections. Law enforcement cannot coerce crimes, which protects3.
citizens from unfair prosecution.

Understand the risks for officers. Going undercover is dangerous and requires strict4.
adherence to legal and ethical boundaries.



Public Perception and the Importance of Transparency

The question of whether undercover cops are allowed to break the law often fuels public debate about
police accountability. Transparency about the rules governing undercover operations helps build trust
between law enforcement and communities. When police departments clearly communicate the limits
and oversight mechanisms in place, it reassures the public that even covert tactics follow the rule of
law.

In a society that values justice and fairness, maintaining these standards is essential. While
undercover officers might bend some rules to catch criminals, they are still bound by laws designed to
protect everyone’s rights.

---

Navigating the murky waters of undercover policing is complex. The short answer to are undercover
cops allowed to break the law is that they can engage in certain minor illegal acts, but only within
strict legal and ethical boundaries. Understanding these nuances sheds light on the challenging work
undercover officers do and the safeguards that keep their actions in check.

Frequently Asked Questions

Are undercover cops allowed to break the law during
investigations?
Undercover cops are sometimes allowed to commit minor illegal acts that are necessary to maintain
their cover, but they are generally prohibited from engaging in serious crimes or actions that would
harm others.

What legal protections do undercover officers have if they
break the law?
Undercover officers typically have limited legal protections and must operate within strict guidelines;
if they break the law beyond authorized actions, they can face criminal charges or disciplinary
measures.

Can evidence obtained by an undercover cop breaking the law
be used in court?
Evidence obtained through illegal actions by undercover cops may be challenged and potentially
excluded in court under the exclusionary rule, depending on the circumstances and whether the
actions were authorized.



How do police departments regulate undercover officers'
conduct regarding illegal activities?
Police departments have policies and oversight mechanisms to ensure undercover officers do not
engage in unauthorized illegal activities, including training, supervision, and review of their
operations.

What distinguishes permissible law-breaking by undercover
cops from illegal conduct?
Permissible law-breaking by undercover cops is usually limited to minor offenses necessary to
maintain cover and approved in advance, whereas illegal conduct involves unauthorized actions that
violate laws or departmental policies.

Additional Resources
Are Undercover Cops Allowed to Break the Law? An In-Depth Exploration

are undercover cops allowed to break the law is a question that often surfaces in discussions
about law enforcement tactics and ethics. The role of undercover officers is inherently complex,
operating in the shadows of criminal activity to gather intelligence, prevent crimes, and apprehend
offenders. However, the boundaries of their conduct, especially regarding the legality of their actions,
remain a subject of legal scrutiny, public debate, and policy considerations. This article delves into the
legal framework, ethical considerations, and practical realities surrounding whether undercover cops
can or should break the law during the course of their duties.

The Legal Framework Governing Undercover
Operations

Undercover policing is a specialized investigative tool that allows law enforcement agents to infiltrate
criminal organizations or illicit activities. While these officers often engage in deceptive practices to
maintain their cover, the question arises: to what extent are they permitted to break the law?

Legally, the answer is nuanced. Law enforcement agencies operate under strict guidelines and
oversight mechanisms that delineate acceptable behaviors. Generally, undercover officers are not
granted carte blanche to commit crimes. However, certain exceptions exist, primarily revolving
around the concept of "authorized criminality."

Authorized Criminality: What It Means

Authorized criminality refers to circumstances where undercover officers are permitted to engage in
minor illegal acts as part of their investigation. Examples include purchasing illegal substances or
carrying small quantities of contraband to maintain credibility within a criminal network. These
actions must be explicitly approved by higher authorities within the police department or legal system



and are intended to facilitate the gathering of evidence without causing undue harm or legal
complications.

This authorization does not extend to serious crimes such as acts of violence, large-scale trafficking,
or activities that would cause significant harm to others. The legal principle of entrapment also plays
a crucial role here, ensuring that officers do not coerce or induce individuals into committing crimes
they would not otherwise commit.

Entrapment and Its Legal Boundaries

Entrapment occurs when law enforcement induces a person to commit a crime they were not
predisposed to commit. Courts scrutinize undercover operations to ensure that officers do not cross
ethical or legal lines by instigating criminal activity. The defense of entrapment can result in the
dismissal of charges if it is proven that the accused was unfairly lured into illegal conduct by police
officers.

Therefore, while undercover officers may engage in some illegal acts, these actions must not amount
to entrapment. They must maintain a careful balance between effective investigation and respecting
constitutional protections.

Ethical Considerations and Practical Implications

Beyond the legalities, the ethical dimension of whether undercover cops are allowed to break the law
is significant. Law enforcement agencies must balance the need for effective crime-fighting strategies
with maintaining public trust and upholding the rule of law.

The Risks of Law-Breaking by Undercover Officers

When undercover officers break the law, even with authorization, there are inherent risks. These
include:

Loss of Credibility: If an officer’s illegal actions become public, it may damage the reputation
of the police force and undermine public confidence.

Legal Challenges: Evidence obtained through questionable methods may be inadmissible in
court, potentially jeopardizing prosecutions.

Ethical Dilemmas: Officers may face moral conflicts when engaging in criminal behavior, even
if sanctioned.

Potential for Abuse: Without strict oversight, there is a risk that officers might abuse their
authority, leading to misconduct.



The Advantages of Controlled Law-Breaking

Despite these risks, limited and carefully regulated law-breaking can be an essential tool in complex
investigations. Undercover operations often require officers to take calculated risks to infiltrate
dangerous organizations, gather critical intelligence, and prevent greater crimes. Some benefits
include:

Building Trust Within Criminal Circles: Engaging in minor illegal acts can help officers gain
credibility and access to key suspects.

Gathering Concrete Evidence: Participating in transactions or activities can provide direct
proof of criminal conduct.

Disrupting Criminal Networks: Effective undercover work can lead to dismantling organized
crime groups or drug trafficking rings.

Comparative Perspectives: How Different Jurisdictions
Handle Undercover Law-Breaking

The rules governing undercover operations vary internationally and across states. Some jurisdictions
adopt more permissive policies, while others impose stringent restrictions.

United States

In the U.S., federal and state law enforcement agencies follow specific protocols outlined in
departmental policies and legal precedents. The FBI, for example, allows undercover agents to
engage in minor illegal acts with approval but prohibits serious crimes. Courts often evaluate the
legality of undercover conduct through the lens of entrapment and the proportionality of the officer’s
actions.

United Kingdom

The UK’s approach involves detailed guidelines under the Regulation of Investigatory Powers Act and
oversight by independent bodies. Undercover officers may commit minor crimes with authorization,
but any conduct that risks human rights violations or serious criminality is strictly forbidden.

Other Countries

Countries such as Canada, Australia, and Germany similarly allow limited law-breaking under



undercover operations but emphasize accountability and judicial oversight. The balance between
operational necessity and legal compliance is a common theme globally.

Key Factors Determining the Legitimacy of Undercover
Law-Breaking

Several critical factors influence whether an undercover officer’s illegal actions are deemed lawful or
acceptable:

Authorization: Was the illegal act approved by competent authorities within the law1.
enforcement agency?

Proportionality: Was the conduct proportionate to the investigative goals and risks involved?2.

Intent: Did the officer intend to facilitate an investigation rather than commit a crime for3.
personal gain?

Impact: Did the activity cause harm or violate the rights of innocent parties?4.

Oversight and Documentation: Was the operation properly supervised and documented to5.
ensure accountability?

The Role of Training and Policy in Preventing Misconduct

Proper training and clear policy frameworks are vital to guiding undercover officers on the limits of
permissible conduct. Law enforcement agencies invest significant resources in educating their
personnel about legal boundaries, ethical considerations, and procedural safeguards. This reduces the
risk of unauthorized or harmful behavior during undercover missions.

Conclusion: Navigating the Complex Terrain of
Undercover Policing

The question, are undercover cops allowed to break the law, does not have a straightforward yes or
no answer. Legally, limited and authorized law-breaking can be an indispensable part of undercover
investigations, enabling officers to penetrate criminal enterprises effectively. However, these actions
come with strict conditions designed to protect individual rights, prevent abuse, and maintain the
integrity of the justice system.

Balancing operational effectiveness with ethical and legal accountability remains one of the most
challenging aspects of modern policing. As society continues to scrutinize law enforcement practices,
transparent guidelines and robust oversight mechanisms will be essential to ensure that undercover



officers operate within the boundaries of the law—even when their work requires walking a delicate
line.
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  are undercover cops allowed to break the law: American Time Bomb Joshua Melville,
2021-09-07 American Time Bomb is a vital read for this moment. —Heather Ann Thompson, author
of the Pulitzer Prize–winning Blood in the Water: The Attica Prison Uprising of 1971 and Its Legacy
Few stories are more central to understanding our history of racially biased incarceration and
violent social activism than the life of Sam Melville. Melville was both reviled and admired as one of
the most feared radicals in post–World War II history. His importance in the 1960s is widely
recognized by historians and scholars as epitomizing the controversies, the promise, and the
problems of the New Left. This memoir by Melville's son opens a window into the personal life of a
legend, revealing the universal and all-too-human foibles motivating those driven to make change
through violence. In the current political climate, at the fiftieth anniversary of the Attica Uprising,
this nation grows increasingly interested in the racially biased incarceration and violent social
activism that has shaped our nation. There are few stories more central to both subjects than the life
of Sam Melville, who was often called the Mad Bomber. American Time Bomb is a son's personal
portrait based on years of investigation of Melville's story and the history he helped to create. Joshua
Melville's personal connection to the story gives a gut-wrenching multigenerational tale of childhood
abandonment but also adds a compelling historical study of politics, history, and issues of social
justice.
  are undercover cops allowed to break the law: Codes of the Underworld Diego Gambetta,
2011-07-18 The signs and signals of criminal communication How do criminals communicate with
each other? Unlike the rest of us, people planning crimes can't freely advertise their goods and
services, nor can they rely on formal institutions to settle disputes and certify quality. They face
uniquely intense dilemmas as they grapple with the basic problems of whom to trust, how to make
themselves trusted, and how to handle information without being detected by rivals or police. In this
book, one of the world's leading scholars of the mafia ranges from ancient Rome to the gangs of
modern Japan, from the prisons of Western countries to terrorist and pedophile rings, to explain how
despite these constraints, many criminals successfully stay in business. Diego Gambetta shows that
as villains balance the lure of criminal reward against the fear of dire punishment, they are inspired
to unexpected feats of subtlety and ingenuity in communication. He uncovers the logic of the often
bizarre ways in which inveterate and occasional criminals solve their dilemmas, such as why the
tattoos and scars etched on a criminal's body function as lines on a professional résumé, why
inmates resort to violence to establish their position in the prison pecking order, and why mobsters
are partial to nicknames and imitate the behavior they see in mafia movies. Even deliberate
self-harm and the disclosure of their crimes are strategically employed by criminals to convey
important messages. By deciphering how criminals signal to each other in a lawless universe, this
gruesomely entertaining and incisive book provides a quantum leap in our ability to make sense of
their actions.
  are undercover cops allowed to break the law: The Social History of Crime and Punishment
in America: A-De Wilbur R. Miller, 2012-08-10 This comprehensive and authoratative four-volume
work surveys the history and philosophy of crime, punishment, and criminal justice institutions in
America from colonial times to the present.
  are undercover cops allowed to break the law: The Mammoth Book of Undercover Cops
Paul Copperwaite, 2011-11-03 Edgy revelations and revealing first-hand accounts, including the
inspirations for popular TV dramas as diverse as The Wire, The Sopranos and Life on Mars.
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Terrorists, criminal gangs, drug-dealing lawyers, solitary psychos and suspected serial killers all
feature as the intended targets in these cops' tales. Using fake identities and complex back-stories,
dependent on teamwork to keep one step away from exposure, torture and death, the subjects of this
book describe in vivid detail what it is like to cultivate contacts and gather evidence in major
prosecutions: in the UK, Northern Ireland, the USA and around the world.
  are undercover cops allowed to break the law: Roman Wolfe 3: the Problem of Evil Bill
Sheehan, 2012-10-15 What kind of maniacal deviant preys on young teenage girls and viciously
terrorizes a small town in upstate New York? Roman Wolfe, a.k.a. Wolfman, is a Vietnam combat
veteran who had specialized in the stealthy, nighttime-stalking and killing of the enemy. After the
war Roman gets a college education and becomes an elementary school teacher who is still haunted
by his violent war experiences on the killing fields and in the jungles of Vietnam. Roman feels the
need to end his teaching career when his schools community is informed about his specialized
actions in Vietnam and many parents react negatively. When most parents no longer want their
children placed in Romans classroom, he resigns his teaching position and becomes a Private
Investigator who prefers to handle cases involving children. Shortly after becoming a PI, his two
high-ranking state trooper friends ask him for help as a consultant in solving a serial murders case
involving the killing of female children. Now Wolfman must emerge again to hunt a sadistic, but
intelligent killer.
  are undercover cops allowed to break the law: The Mega Misconception Book James Egan,
2016-11-02 This book is a combination of 365 Things People Believe That Aren't True 365 More
Things People Believe That Aren't True Another 365 Things People Believe That Aren't True 500
Things People Believe That Aren't True The world map is inaccurate. Silencers don't exist. Everyone
mispronounces Mt. Everest. Samurais rarely used swords. The Wild West was nothing like you would
imagine. The Illuminati only existed for eight years. Satanists don't worship the Devil. Abraham
Lincoln didn't care about black people. Amelia Earhart did not mysteriously vanish. Egypt doesn't
have the most pyramids nor the biggest. Radiation isn't dangerous. We don't know anything about
Druids. Not all pirates were criminals. Some of them were government agents. Rastafarians don't
call themselves Rastafarians. The Sun is not on fire. Hamlet wasn't a popular play during
Shakespeare's time. Archeologists know who built the Easter Island heads. The Amish do use
electricity. Nazis never called themselves Nazis.
  are undercover cops allowed to break the law: Mothers and Illicit Drugs Susan C. Boyd,
1999-01-01 A critical feminist expose of some surprising social fictions about both good and bad
drugs, and good and bad mothers.
  are undercover cops allowed to break the law: Safety in Being an Escort Demetria Mars,
2018-01-16 Safety in Being an Escort contains practical advice and safety tips for women in the
escort industry. Demetria Mars shares from her past experience and wealth of knowledge on how
one can decipher a potential client's personality, deal with law enforcement, and see trouble before
it comes. In this business, Mars advises, It's always good to remember that if it sounds too good to
be true, it's probably not safe.
  are undercover cops allowed to break the law: We Are All On Flight 93 Derek Joe
Tennant, 2013-11-03 We are prisoners, trapped in a dominant, racist culture. We don't know that
outside life is different: loving, cooperative, with enough for everyone. Remaining within this
culture, we are less than whole ourselves. It's a lie that model prisoners escape. Note: everything
you have done to save the world has failed. Meanwhile every 28 hours another black man is gunned
down by *authorities*. We talk about gun control but don't teach conflict resolution, take guns away
from police, or solve problems of race and class. Just *recycling* or driving an electric car is not
enough. It is hard, actively seeking ways to monkey wrench us into collapse while we still have life,
resources, and energy to rebuild with. It is critical that we address our spiritual life. What if every
moment were a meditation, every act a blessing? I know what it feels like to give up my struggle and
acknowledge that someone I dearly love has died, and that I failed to save them. I will not give up
again.



  are undercover cops allowed to break the law: New York Magazine , 1995-05-01 New York
magazine was born in 1968 after a run as an insert of the New York Herald Tribune and quickly
made a place for itself as the trusted resource for readers across the country. With award-winning
writing and photography covering everything from politics and food to theater and fashion, the
magazine's consistent mission has been to reflect back to its audience the energy and excitement of
the city itself, while celebrating New York as both a place and an idea.
  are undercover cops allowed to break the law: The Catching Of A Killer Josh Ouellette,
2016-09-13 On September 1, 1997, Ronald Lougheed's body was discovered in a wooded area in
Windsor, Ontario. He had been shot in the head with a single .22 caliber bullet. Initially, the police
had few leads, but things started to come together when a local salvage yard operator informed
them of a 1979 White Buick Riviera with traces of blood inside. The blood matched Lougheed's. After
arresting and interrogating the vehicle's owner, Ken Legace, a member of Windsor's West End Gang,
police narrowed down their list of suspects to two: Wayne Joseph Wahoo Ross and William Murdoch
Mackenzie, both members of the West End Gang. Now to prove their guilt. To do so, they needed
someone who could infiltrate the West End Gang; someone whom the gang members would trust,
who came from their home region of northern New Brunswick. Enter Josh Ouellette, a.k.a. Ti-Luc
Landry: an undercover officer with the Bathurst Police Force. A veteran of many undercover
operations throughout eastern Canada and a native of the same region as the crew of the alleged
killer(s), Josh was the perfect man for the job. But catching Lougheed's murderer would still be a
difficult and perilous task every step of the way. Written from a vivid, first-person perspective, Josh
details each stage of the operation, including the anguish and fear he experienced as he attempted
to infiltrate the gang and bring Ronald Lougheed's killer to justice. What emerges is a true crime
story of the highest caliber that will keep you riveted right up to the last page....
  are undercover cops allowed to break the law: The War on Cops Heather Mac Donald,
2016-06-21 Violent crime has been rising sharply in many American cities after two decades of
decline. Homicides jumped nearly 17 percent in 2015 in the largest 50 cities, the biggest one-year
increase since 1993. The reason is what Heather Mac Donald first identified nationally as the
“Ferguson effect”: Since the 2014 police shooting death of Michael Brown in Ferguson, Missouri,
officers have been backing off of proactive policing, and criminals are becoming emboldened. This
book expands on Mac Donald’s groundbreaking and controversial reporting on the Ferguson effect
and the criminal-justice system. It deconstructs the central narrative of the Black Lives Matter
movement: that racist cops are the greatest threat to young black males. On the contrary, it is
criminals and gangbangers who are responsible for the high black homicide death rate. The War on
Cops exposes the truth about officer use of force and explodes the conceit of “mass incarceration.” A
rigorous analysis of data shows that crime, not race, drives police actions and prison rates. The
growth of proactive policing in the 1990s, along with lengthened sentences for violent crime, saved
thousands of minority lives. In fact, Mac Donald argues, no government agency is more dedicated to
the proposition that “black lives matter” than today’s data-driven, accountable police department.
Mac Donald gives voice to the many residents of high-crime neighborhoods who want proactive
policing. She warns that race-based attacks on the criminal-justice system, from the White House on
down, are eroding the authority of law and putting lives at risk. This book is a call for a more honest
and informed debate about policing, crime, and race.
  are undercover cops allowed to break the law: Shadow Rider Christine Feehan, 2016-06-28
The #1 New York Times bestselling “queen of paranormal romance” (USA Today) is back with a sexy
series starring a Chicago crime family that hides a dark, mystical secret... Whether it’s fast cars or
fast women, Stefano Ferraro gets what he wants. When he’s not fodder for the paparazzi, he
commands Ferraro family businesses—both legitimate and illegitimate. While their criminal activity
is simply a rumor yet to be proven, no one knows the real truth. The Ferraros are a family of shadow
riders capable of manipulating light and dark, an ability Stefano thought ran in his family
alone—until now… With little left to her name, Francesca Cappello has come to Chicago in hopes of
a new life. She wasn’t expecting to attract the attention of a man with primal hunger in his eyes,



driven to claim her as his to protect and to please. And if he discovers her secret, it could ruin her...
  are undercover cops allowed to break the law: A History of Smuggling in Florida Stan
Zimmerman, 2012-10-23 Why Florida has been a smuggler’s paradise for centuries—and how traffic
in everything from weapons to exotic flowers has shaped the state’s history. Amateur smugglers may
sneak a box of Cuban cigars into the U.S. here and there—but in the big picture, untaxed and
untraced commerce, aka contraband, is a trillion-dollar-per-year global business. New technologies
to discover and curb smuggling are met by equally well-equipped perpetrators, determined to stay
below the radar. With its long coastline, hundreds of remote landing strips, and airports clogged
with sun-seeking tourists, Florida is a superhighway of smuggling. It is easy to move illegal goods
like weapons, drugs, slaves, exotic birds and flowers, all while avoiding the best efforts of U.S. and
international customs authorities. Who does this smuggling? Well one Florida governor and the wife
of another, for starters. Everyone from hardscrabble commercial fishermen, Spanish explorers,
Mafia mobsters, crew chiefs for fruit pickers, respected attorneys—and even one Florida governor
and the wife of another. This fascinating history covers the role of smuggling in Florida history,
including its discovery and settlement, the Seminole Wars, and the Civil War. With stories of land
booms, money laundering, drug runners, and more, this is a book that leaves no stone unturned—or
suitcase unopened
  are undercover cops allowed to break the law: Chasing the White Dog Max Watman,
2010-02-16 In Chasing the White Dog, journalist Max Watman traces the historical roots and
contemporary story of hooch. He takes us to the backwoods of Appalachia and the gritty nip joints of
Philadelphia, from a federal courthouse to Pocono Speedway, profiling the colorful characters who
make up white whiskey's lore. Along the way, Watman chronicles his hilarious attempts to distill his
own moonshine -- the essential ingredients and the many ways it can all go wrong -- from his initial
ill-fated batch to his first successful jar of 'shine. It begins in Monongahela, Pennsylvania, where
drunk and armed outlaws gathered in the summer of 1794. George Washington mustered 13,000
troops to quell the rebellion, but by the time they arrived, the rebels had vanished; America's first
moonshiners had packed up their stills and moved on. From these moonshiners who protested the
Whiskey Tax of 1791, to the bathtub gin runners of the 1920s, to today's booming bootleg
businessmen, white lightning has played a surprisingly large role in American history. It touched the
election of Thomas Jefferson, the invention of the IRS, and the origins of NASCAR. It is a story of
tommy guns, hot rods, and shot houses, and the story is far from over. Infiltrating every aspect of
small-scale distilling in America, from the backyard hobbyists to the growing popularity of
microdistilleries, Chasing the White Dog provides a fascinating, centuries-long history of illicit booze
from an unrepentant lover of moonshine.
  are undercover cops allowed to break the law: Beat the Heat Katya Komisaruk, 2003-01-01
Know your rights and exercise them.
  are undercover cops allowed to break the law: Congressional Record United States.
Congress, 1993 The Congressional Record is the official record of the proceedings and debates of
the United States Congress. It is published daily when Congress is in session. The Congressional
Record began publication in 1873. Debates for sessions prior to 1873 are recorded in The Debates
and Proceedings in the Congress of the United States (1789-1824), the Register of Debates in
Congress (1824-1837), and the Congressional Globe (1833-1873)
  are undercover cops allowed to break the law: Newscan , 1994
  are undercover cops allowed to break the law: Turnaround William Bratton, Peter Knobler,
2009-03-04 When Bill Bratton was sworn in as New York City's police commissioner in 1994, he
made what many considered a bold promise: The NYPD would fight crime in every borough...and
win. It seemed foolhardy; even everybody knows you can't win the war on crime. But Bratton
delivered. In an extraordinary twenty-seven months, serious crime in New York City went down by
33 percent, the murder rate was cut in half--and Bill Bratton was heralded as the most charismatic
and respected law enforcement official in America.. In this outspoken account of his news-making
career, Bratton reveals how his cutting-edge policing strategies brought about the historic reduction



in crime. Bratton's success made national news and landed him on the cover of Time. It also landed
him in political hot water. Bratton earned such positive press that before he'd completed his first
week on the job, the administration of New York's media-hungry mayor Rudolph Giuliani, threatened
to fire him. Bratton gives a vivid, behind-the-scenes look at the sizzle and substance, and he pulls no
punches describing the personalities who really run the city. Bratton grew up in a working-class
Boston neighborhood, always dreaming of being a cop. As a young officer under Robert di Grazia,
Boston's progressive police commissioner, he got a ground-level view of real police reform and also
saw what happens when an outspoken, dynamic, reform-minded police commissioner starts to
outshine an ambitious mayor. He was soon in the forefront of the community policing movement and
a rising star in the profession. Bratton had turned around four major police departments when he
accepted the number one police job in America. When Bratton arrived at the NYPD, New York's
Finest were almost hiding; they had given up on preventing crime and were trying only to respond to
it. Narcotics, Vice, Auto Theft, and the Gun Squads all worked banker's hours while the
competition--the bad guys--worked around the clock. Bratton changed that. He brought talent to the
top and instilled pride in the force; he listened to the people in the neighborhoods and to the cops on
the street. Bratton and his dream team created Compstat, a combination of computer statistics
analysis and an unwavering demand for accountability. Cops were called on the carpet, and crime
began to drop. With Bratton on the job, New York City was turned around. Today, New York's
plummeting crime rate and improved quality of life remain a national success story. Bratton is
directly responsible, and his strategies are being studied and implemented by police forces across
the country and around the world. In Turnaround, Bratton shows how the war on crime can be won
once and for all.
  are undercover cops allowed to break the law: Jet , 2001-10-08 The weekly source of African
American political and entertainment news.
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