anne of the thousand days

**Anne of the Thousand Days: A Captivating Tale of Love, Power, and Tragedy™*

anne of the thousand days is more than just a phrase; it encapsulates one of the most dramatic and
poignant stories in English history. This phrase refers to Anne Boleyn, the second wife of King Henry
VI, whose tumultuous relationship with the monarch spanned roughly a thousand days. Anne's story
is a fascinating blend of romance, political intrigue, and tragedy that has inspired countless books,
films, and theatrical productions over the centuries. Whether you’re a history buff or simply intrigued by
royal dramas, the tale of Anne Boleyn’s rise and fall offers rich insights into the complexities of power,

love, and ambition during the Tudor era.

The Historical Context of Anne of the Thousand Days

Understanding Anne Boleyn’s story requires a look into the broader historical landscape of 16th-
century England. The period was marked by religious upheaval, dynastic struggles, and the
consolidation of royal authority. King Henry VIII, desperate for a male heir to secure the Tudor dynasty,

found himself embroiled in a controversial quest that ultimately reshaped the English monarchy.

The Tudor Dynasty and Henry VIII’s Reign

Henry VIII ascended to the throne in 1509, initially regarded as a charismatic and strong ruler. His
early reign was characterized by traditional alliances and ambitions to strengthen England’s position in
Europe. However, his inability to produce a male heir with his first wife, Catherine of Aragon, led to
personal and political turmoil. This struggle set the stage for the story of Anne Boleyn, who would

become a central figure in England’s break from the Catholic Church.



Anne Boleyn’s Early Life and Rise to Power

Anne Boleyn was born into an influential family around 1501 and spent significant time in the courts of
Europe, where she received a sophisticated education. Her charm, wit, and intelligence made her
stand out in the English court upon her return. Unlike many women of her time, Anne was known for

her strong personality and ambition, which played a crucial role in her relationship with Henry VIII.

Anne of the Thousand Days: The Romance and the Politics

The phrase “anne of the thousand days” highlights the brief but intense period when Anne Boleyn
was queen consort. This chapter of history is filled with passion, political maneuvering, and dramatic

shifts that altered the course of England’s monarchy.

The Courtship Between Henry VIII and Anne Boleyn

Henry’s courtship of Anne was anything but conventional. Unlike many royal marriages arranged for
political gain, their relationship was charged with genuine passion and frustration. Henry’s desire to
annul his marriage to Catherine of Aragon led to a protracted and highly publicized conflict with the

Catholic Church, ultimately resulting in England’s break from papal authority.

The Marriage and Coronation of Anne Boleyn

After years of political and religious upheaval, Henry VIIl married Anne in 1533. Her coronation as
queen was a lavish affair, but it was also fraught with tension. Anne’s failure to produce a male heir
quickly became a source of anxiety, and her position grew increasingly precarious as factions at court

turned against her.



The Downfall of Anne Boleyn: From Queen to Prisoner

Anne’s story takes a dark turn as the king’s affections waned and political enemies seized the
opportunity to orchestrate her downfall. The final phase of Anne’s thousand days is marked by intrigue,

betrayal, and tragedy.

Charges and Imprisonment

In 1536, Anne was arrested and charged with adultery, incest, and treason—accusations widely
believed to have been fabricated to justify her removal. Her trial was swift and largely seen as a

political show trial designed to eliminate her as a threat to Henry’s new plans.

Execution and Legacy

Anne Boleyn was executed by beheading on May 19, 1536. Her death was a somber end to a story
filled with drama and heartbreak, yet her legacy endured. Anne’s life and death had profound
implications for English history, including the establishment of the Church of England and the eventual

reign of her daughter, Elizabeth I.

Anne of the Thousand Days in Popular Culture

The captivating nature of Anne Boleyn’s story has ensured its place in literature, film, and television,
often under the title “Anne of the Thousand Days.” These adaptations continue to bring her story to

new generations, blending historical fact with dramatic storytelling.



The 1969 Film Adaptation

One of the most famous portrayals is the 1969 film “Anne of the Thousand Days,” starring Richard
Burton as Henry VIl and Geneviéve Bujold as Anne. This film is praised for its rich historical detail and

compelling performances, offering a vivid portrayal of the passion and peril that defined Anne’s life.

Books and Television Series

Numerous novels and TV adaptations have explored Anne’s life from different angles, highlighting her
intelligence, strength, and vulnerability. These works often emphasize the political intrigue of the Tudor

court and the personal drama behind the historical events.

Why Anne of the Thousand Days Still Captivates Audiences

Today

Anne Boleyn’s story resonates beyond its historical context because it touches on universal
themes—love, power, betrayal, and the quest for identity. Her thousand days as queen encapsulate the

fleeting nature of favor and the brutal realities of life at the pinnacle of power.

Lessons from Anne’s Story

Anne’s life offers valuable insights into the challenges faced by women in positions of influence,
particularly in male-dominated societies. Her intelligence and ambition were both her strengths and,
ultimately, her vulnerabilities. Reflecting on Anne’s story encourages a deeper understanding of how

personal and political forces intertwine.



Tips for Exploring Anne Boleyn’s History

For those interested in diving deeper into Anne of the Thousand Days, it’s helpful to:

» Visit historical sites associated with Anne Boleyn, such as the Tower of London or Hever Castle.
* Read a mix of biographies and historical fiction to gain both factual and narrative perspectives.

o Watch different film and TV interpretations to appreciate how her story has been retold over

time.

» Explore the religious and political context of Tudor England to better understand the stakes

involved.

Anne Boleyn’s thousand days remain a powerful reminder of how history is shaped by the complex
interplay of human emotions and political ambition. Her story continues to inspire, educate, and

captivate, proving that some tales from the past never truly fade away.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Anne of the Thousand Days' about?

'Anne of the Thousand Days' is a historical drama film and play that tells the story of Anne Boleyn, the

second wife of King Henry VI, focusing on their turbulent relationship and her eventual execution.



Who starred as Anne Boleyn in the 1969 film 'Anne of the Thousand
Days'?

Geneviéve Bujold starred as Anne Boleyn in the 1969 film adaptation of '‘Anne of the Thousand Days.'

Is 'Anne of the Thousand Days' based on a true story?

Yes, 'Anne of the Thousand Days' is based on the historical events surrounding Anne Boleyn and King

Henry VIII during the early 16th century in England.

Who wrote the original play 'Anne of the Thousand Days'?

The original play 'Anne of the Thousand Days' was written by Maxwell Anderson.

What themes are explored in 'Anne of the Thousand Days'?

'Anne of the Thousand Days' explores themes such as power, love, betrayal, political intrigue, and the
consequences of ambition.

How historically accurate is 'Anne of the Thousand Days'?

'Anne of the Thousand Days' takes some dramatic liberties but generally stays close to historical facts
regarding Anne Boleyn's life, her marriage to Henry VIII, and her downfall.

Has 'Anne of the Thousand Days' won any awards?

The 1969 film 'Anne of the Thousand Days' received multiple Academy Award nominations and won

an Oscar for Best Costume Design.

Where can | watch 'Anne of the Thousand Days'?

'Anne of the Thousand Days' is available on various streaming platforms, DVD, and Blu-ray.

Availability may vary by region.



Additional Resources

Anne of the Thousand Days: A Historical and Cinematic Exploration

anne of the thousand days stands as a compelling narrative both in historical context and cinematic
adaptation. The story chronicles the life of Anne Boleyn, the second wife of King Henry VIII of
England, whose brief yet influential tenure as queen consort dramatically altered the course of English
history. This article delves into the intricate layers of Anne’s life, the historical significance of her
"thousand days," and the impact of the 1969 film adaptation that brought her story to a wider

audience.

Historical Context of Anne Boleyn’s Thousand Days

Anne Boleyn’s rise and fall is emblematic of the volatile Tudor court, where alliances and affections
shifted rapidly under the pressures of power, religion, and succession. The phrase "Anne of the
thousand days" references the period from her marriage to Henry VIII in 1533 until her execution in

1536—a span that, while just shy of three years, profoundly influenced English history.

Anne's relationship with Henry VIII was more than a personal affair; it was the catalyst for England’s
break from the Roman Catholic Church. Henry’s desire to annul his marriage to Catherine of Aragon
and wed Anne led to the English Reformation, a seismic shift with lasting political and religious
repercussions. This historical backdrop is crucial to understanding Anne’s role beyond that of a tragic

romantic figure.

Anne Boleyn’s Political and Religious Influence

Anne was not merely a pawn in Henry’s game; she was an active participant in the religious and
political upheaval. Her support for reformist ideas and patronage of Protestant thinkers positioned her

as a key figure in England’s move toward Protestantism. The tension between traditional Catholic



loyalties and the emerging Church of England created a volatile environment that ultimately contributed

to her downfall.

Her failure to produce a male heir—only giving birth to Elizabeth, the future queen—further complicated
her position. The Tudor court’s obsession with securing a male successor added immense pressure,

and Anne’s inability to fulfill this expectation was exploited by her political enemies.

The Cinematic Portrayal: Anne of the Thousand Days (1969)

The 1969 film "Anne of the Thousand Days," directed by Charles Jarrott and starring Geneviéve Bujold
as Anne and Richard Burton as Henry VIII, remains one of the most acclaimed dramatizations of this
historical saga. The film is notable for its rich production values, nuanced performances, and its

attempt to balance historical accuracy with dramatic storytelling.

Artistic Merits and Historical Accuracy

The film’s screenplay, adapted from Maxwell Anderson’s play, provides a detailed and humanized
portrait of Anne. Geneviéve Bujold’s portrayal captures Anne’s intelligence, charm, and vulnerability,
while Richard Burton’s Henry VIl is depicted as both passionate and tyrannical. The chemistry

between the leads conveys the complex dynamics of their relationship effectively.
Historically, the film takes some liberties, as is common in period dramas, but it generally adheres to

the major events and political intrigues that defined Anne’s life. Certain characters and timelines are

condensed for narrative clarity, yet the essential themes of power, betrayal, and tragedy remain intact.

Production Design and Costume Accuracy



One of the film’s standout features is its meticulous attention to period detail. The elaborate Tudor
costumes and authentic set designs immerse viewers in the 16th-century English court. Costume
designer Margaret Furse won an Academy Award for her work on the film, underscoring the

importance of visual authenticity in historical storytelling.

Anne of the Thousand Days in Cultural Memory

The phrase "Anne of the thousand days" has transcended its historical origins to become synonymous
with fleeting power and tragic romance. Anne Boleyn’s story has been retold in numerous books,
plays, and television series, each interpretation reflecting contemporary attitudes towards gender,

power, and history.

Comparisons with Other Tudor Dramas

Compared to other Tudor-era narratives, such as "The Tudors" TV series or "Wolf Hall," "Anne of the
Thousand Days" offers a focused, intimate examination of Anne’s relationship with Henry VIII. While
"The Tudors" dramatizes multiple marriages and political events over several seasons, the film zeroes

in on the emotional and political intensity of Anne’s brief queenship.

Legacy of Anne Boleyn’s Story

Anne’s legacy is multifaceted. As the mother of Elizabeth I, she paved the way for one of England’s
most celebrated monarchs. Her story also highlights issues of gender and power, illustrating how
female figures in history have often been both influential and vulnerable to the machinations of male-

dominated power structures.



Analyzing the Pros and Cons of the Film Adaptation

* Pros: Strong lead performances, authentic costumes and settings, balanced historical portrayal,

emotional depth.

¢ Cons: Some historical simplifications, occasional melodramatic moments, limited exploration of

broader political context.

These factors contribute to the film’s enduring appeal while acknowledging its constraints as a

dramatized retelling rather than a documentary.

The enduring fascination with Anne Boleyn’s thousand days as queen reveals a broader cultural
interest in the interplay between personal ambition, political intrigue, and historical change. Whether
approached through scholarly study or cinematic portrayal, Anne’s story continues to captivate

audiences with its blend of romance, tragedy, and historical significance.

Anne Of The Thousand Days

anne of the thousand days: Anne of the Thousand Days Maxwell Anderson, 1977 THE STORY:
This beautiful presentation of the story of Henry VIII and Anne Boleyn is played against the
well-known historical background of the court of Henry. A grand drama of love, deceit and murder,
ANNE OF THE THOUSAND DAYS brings these most fa

anne of the thousand days: Anne of the Thousand Days Jennifer K Lafferty, 2019-05-23
Iconic actors, jealousy, tantrums, and a legendary producer's struggle to transform the tempestuous,
ill-fated union of Anne Boleyn and Henry VIII to the big screen all factor into this dramatic,
behind-the-scenes story of how the popular Broadway play Anne of the Thousand Days became the
quintessential Anne Boleyn movie. Richard Burton and Genevieve Bujold lit up the screen in this
tragic romance, but some of the most exciting scenes were those not caught on film and which
centered on a real or imagined love triangle that threatened Burton's celebrated but notoriously
stormy marriage to screen goddess Elizabeth Taylor. In addition to the classic film and Maxwell
Anderson's play, the book explores the lives of those involved in both productions and the history
that inspired Anne of the Thousand Days, as well as the evolution of Anne Boleyn as a pop culture
phenomenon.



https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-163/anne-of-the-thousand-days.pdf

anne of the thousand days: LIFE, 1949-01-17 LIFE Magazine is the treasured photographic
magazine that chronicled the 20th Century. It now lives on at LIFE.com, the largest, most amazing
collection of professional photography on the internet. Users can browse, search and view photos of
today’s people and events. They have free access to share, print and post images for personal use.

anne of the thousand days: Anne of the Thousand Days Maxwell Anderson,, 2018-01-17
This beautiful presentation of the story of Henry VIII and Anne Boleyn is played against the
well-known historical background of the Court of Henry, and the arrangement of the present acting
version follows that used for the Broadway production. As a matter of fact, there is almost no
scenery, and the various scenes are played within a single setting in which lights and a half-dozen
articles of furniture are all that are used.

anne of the thousand days: Anne of the Thousand Days.. , 2013

anne of the thousand days: The Afterlife of Anne Boleyn Stephanie Russo, 2020-10-28 This
book explores 500 years of poetry, drama, novels, television and films about Anne Boleyn. Hundreds
of writers across the centuries have been drawn to reimagine the story of her rise and fall. The
Afterlife of Anne Boleyn tells the story of centuries of these shifting and often contradictory ways of
understanding the narrative of Henry VIII’s most infamous queen. Since her execution on 19 May
1536, Anne’s life and body has been a site upon which competing religious, political and sexual
ideologies have been inscribed; a practice that continues to this day. From the poetry of Thomas
Wyatt to the songs of the hit pop musical Six, The Afterlife of Anne Boleyn takes as its central
contention the belief that the mythology that surrounds Anne Boleyn is as interesting, revealing, and
surprising as the woman herself.

anne of the thousand days: New York Magazine , 1970-05-25 New York magazine was born in
1968 after a run as an insert of the New York Herald Tribune and quickly made a place for itself as
the trusted resource for readers across the country. With award-winning writing and photography
covering everything from politics and food to theater and fashion, the magazine's consistent mission
has been to reflect back to its audience the energy and excitement of the city itself, while
celebrating New York as both a place and an idea.

anne of the thousand days: Henry VIII and History Thomas S. Freeman, 2016-12-05 Henry
VIII remains the most iconic and controversial of all English Kings. For over four-hundred years he
has been lauded, reviled and mocked, but rarely ignored. In his many guises - model Renaissance
prince, Defender of the Faith, rapacious plunderer of the Church, obese Bluebeard-- he has featured
in numerous works of fact and faction, in books, magazines, paintings, theatre, film and television.
Yet despite this perennial fascination with Henry the man and monarch, there has been little
comprehensive exploration of his historiographic legacy. Therefore scholars will welcome this
collection, which provides a systematic survey of Henry's reputation from his own age through to the
present. Divided into three sections, the volume begins with an examination of Henry's reputation in
the period between his death and the outbreak of the English Civil War, a time that was to create
many of the tropes that would dominate his historical legacy. The second section deals with the
further evolution of his reputation, from the Restoration to Edwardian era, a time when Catholic
commentators and women writers began moving into the mainstream of English print culture. The
final section covers the twentieth and twenty-first centuries, which witnessed an explosion of
representations of Henry, both in print and on screen. Taken together these studies, by a
distinguished group of international scholars, offer a lively and engaging overview of how Henry's
reputation has been used, abused and manipulated in both academia and popular culture since the
sixteenth century. They provide intriguing insights into how he has been reinvented at different
times to reflect the cultural, political and religious demands of the moment; sometimes as hero,
sometimes as villain, but always as an unmistakable and iconic figure in the historical landscape.

anne of the thousand days: The Tudors on Film and Television Sue Parrill, William B.
Robison, 2013-02-06 With its mix of family drama, sex and violence, Britain's Tudor dynasty
(1485-1603) has long excited the interest of filmmakers and moviegoers. Since the birth of
movie-making technology, the lives and times of kings Henry VII, Henry VIII, and Edward VI and



queens Mary I, Jane Grey and Elizabeth I have remained popular cinematic themes. From 1895's The
Execution of Mary Stuart to 2011's Anonymous, this comprehensive filmography chronicles every
known movie about the Tudor era, including feature films; made-for-television films, mini-series, and
series; documentaries; animated films; and shorts. From royal biographies to period pieces to
modern movies with flashbacks or time travel, this work reveals how these films both convey the
attitudes of Tudor times and reflect the era in which they were made.

anne of the thousand days: Video Versions Thomas L. Erskine, James M. Welsh, 2000-03-30
Many of our favorite films began as plays—some as well known as Shakespeare's Romeo and Juliet,
and some not so well known as You've Got Mail's origin, a 1937 play Parfumerie by Miklos Laszlo.
Video Versions identifies nearly 300 films and their theatrical origins, providing readers with an
overview of the films and highlighting similarities and differences to the source plays. Perfect for
teachers, students, and anyone interested in theater and film, it is the most complete resource
available for video versions of plays. Each entry provides: the original play's title, author, and year of
publication; the name of the film, year of production, director and adapter; the main cast and the
characters they play; running time and rating if available. Following a plot summary, a critical
analysis provides the similarities and differences of the play and film, including character and plot
changes, setting, missing or added scenes, special film techniques, and behind-the-scenes
information such as who turned down or lost particular parts when the play was adapted to film. A
short list of sources for further reading follows each entry. Information about contacting
distributors—for obtaining the films—is included in the introduction and an extensive index
completes the volume.

anne of the thousand days: Writing Mary I Valerie Schutte, Jessica S. Hower, 2022-05-06
This book—along with its companion volume Mary I in Writing: Letters, Literature, and
Representations—centers on representations of Queen Mary I in writing, broadly construed, and the
process of writing that queen into literature and other textual sources. It spans an equally wide
chronological and geographical scope, accounting for the years prior to her accession in July 1553
through the centuries that followed her death in November 1558 and for her reach across England,
and into Ireland, Spain, Italy, Russia, and Africa. Its intent is to foreground words and
language—written, spoken, and acted out—and, by extension, to draw out matters of and
conversations about rhetoric, imagery, methodology, source base, genre, narrative, form, and more.
Taken together, these volumes find in England’s first crowned queen regnant an incomparable
opportunity to ask new questions and seek new answers that deepen our understanding of
queenship, the early modern era, and modern popular culture.

anne of the thousand days: Corpsman , 1971-03

anne of the thousand days: Remembering Wolsey ]. Patrick Hornbeck II, 2019-02-05
Remembering Wolsey seeks to contribute to our understanding of historical memory and
memorialization by examining in detail the commemoration and representation of the life of Thomas
Wolsey, the sixteenth-century cardinal, papal legate, and lord chancellor of England. Hornbeck
surveys a wide range of representations of Cardinal Wolsey, from those contemporary with his death
to recent mass-market appearances on television and historical fiction, to go beyond previous
scholarship that has examined Wolsey only in an early modern context. Remembering Wolsey
contributes significantly to the ongoing reimagining of English church history in the years prior to
the Reformation. Surveying chronicle accounts, pamphlets, plays, poems, historical fictions, works of
historical scholarship, civic pageants and monuments, films, and television programs, the book
shows how an extended sequence of authors have told widely varying stories about Wolsey’s life,
often through the lens of their own religious and ideological commitments and/or in response to the
pressing concerns of their times.

anne of the thousand days: History, Fiction, and The Tudors William B. Robison,
2017-02-11 This is the first book-length study of the award-winning historical drama The Tudors. In
this volume twenty distinguished scholars separate documented history, plausible invention, and
outright fantasy in a lively series of scholarly, but accessible and engaging essays. The contributors



explore topics including Henry VIII, Catherine of Aragon, Anne Boleyn, his other wives and family,
gender and sex, kingship, the court, religion, and entertainments.

anne of the thousand days: Focus On: 100 Most Popular Tony Award Winners Wikipedia
contributors,

anne of the thousand days: Ann of 1,000 Lives Ann Palmer, 2011-01-26 Ann Of 1,000 Lives
is a personal journey through many lives of Ann Palmer - her personal stories received through
chaneling, regressions, psychic readings that took many years to compile in form. This book gives a
different perspective of past lives and should be enlightening for the reader.

anne of the thousand days: Let's Go to The Grand! Sheila M.F. Johnston, 2001-10-26 A
fascinating history of a wonderful old theatre. - Hume Cronyn In September of 1901 London’s New
Grand Opera House flung open its doors. Boasting a beautiful interior design, and with the most
modern stage equipment available, the theatre was large enough to accommodate over 1,700
patrons and the largest touring shows of the time. With impresario Ambrose J. Small at the helm, a
new era in theatrical entertainment began. Throughout the next hundred years, the Grand Theatre
hosted everything from stock companies to minstrel shows, from vaudeville to star-studded
productions. The celebrated amateur theatre company, London Little Theatre, made The Grand its
home for decades. As Canadian theatre came into its own in the 1970s, The Grand embraced
professional theatre status. Throughout all these changes The Grand has remained London’s Grand
Old Lady of Richmond Street. Legendary performers from the past, including the Marks Brothers,
Anna Pavlova and John Gielgud have graced its vast stage, as have such contemporary stage stars as
Hume Cronyn, William Hutt and Martha Henry. This extensively researched book, lavishly
illustrated, lovingly documents the life of The Grand. Theatre stories from every decade of The
Grand’s colourful life abound throughout. To read this book is to come to know London’s Grand
Theatre in all its architectural splendour and its legacy in Canadian theatre history.

anne of the thousand days: Everybody's Talkin' Barry Monush, 2009 The movies of the 1960s
ran the gamut from glossy studio product to a less linear and less inhibited style of filmmaking. It
was the decade during which censorship codes were demolished and the studio contract system fell
apart. Every genre was strongly represented, from domestic dramas to spectacles, musicals, soap
operas, and westerns. Some of the most diverse, daring, colourful, outrageous, and enduring of all
motion pictures were released from 1965 to 1969.Screen World editor Barry Monush tells the reader
why his top selections stood out among the other releases of those five years. The text is
accompanied by illustrations of movie ads, tie-in book covers, soundtrack albums, sheet music, and
other oddities. In addition, each film's entry includes a plot synopsis, the opening date, the studio,
and a creative staff and cast listing. From The Sound of Music to Alfie, In the Heat of the Night to
The Lion in Winter, Bob & Carol & Ted & Alice to Planet of the Apes, Easy Rider, and Midnight
Cowboy, here is a pop culture feast for film buffs and all fans of that interesting point in time that
was the late 1960s.

anne of the thousand days: The Creation of Anne Boleyn Susan Bordo, 2013-04-09 This
illuminating history examines the life and many legends of the 16th century Queen who was
executed by her husband, King Henry VIII. Part biography, part cultural history, The Creation of
Anne Boleyn is a fascinating reconstruction of Anne’s life and a revealing look at her afterlife in the
popular imagination. Why is her story so compelling? Why has she inspired such extreme reactions?
Was she the flaxen-haired martyr of Romantic paintings or the raven-haired seductress of
twenty-first-century portrayals? (Answer: neither.) But the most provocative question of all concerns
Anne’s death: How could Henry order the execution of a once beloved wife? Drawing on scholarship
and critical analysis, Bordo probes the complexities of one of history’s most infamous relationships.
She then demonstrates how generations of polemicists, biographers, novelists, and filmmakers have
imagined and re-imagined Anne: whore, martyr, cautionary tale, proto “mean girl,” feminist icon,
and everything in between. In The Creation of Anne Boleyn, Bordo steps off the well-trodden paths
of Tudoriana to tease out the human being behind the competing mythologies, paintings, and
on-screen portrayals.



anne of the thousand days: Five Women of the English Reformation Paul F. M. Zahl, 2001-06
Books on the history of the Reformation are filled with the heroic struggles and sacrifices of men.
But this compelling volume puts the spotlight on five strong and intellectually gifted women who,
because of their absolute and unconditional commitment to the advancement of Protestant
Christianity, paid the cost of their reforming convictions with martyrdom, imprisonment, and exile.
Anne Boleyn (1507-1536) introduced the Reformation to England, and Katharine Parr (1514-1548)
saved it. Both women were riveted by early versions of the justification by faith doctrine that
originated with Martin Luther and came to them through France. As a result, Anne Boleyn was
beheaded. Katharine Parr narrowly avoided the same fate. Sixteen-year-old Jane Grey (1537-1554)
and Anne Askew (1521-1546) both dared to criticize the Mass and were pioneers of Protestant views
concerning superstition and symbols. Jane Grey was executed because of her Protestantism. Anne
Askew was tortured and burned at the stake. Catherine Willoughby (1520-1580) anticipated later
Puritan teachings on predestination and election and on the reformation of the church. She was
forced to give up everything she had and to flee with her husband and nursing baby into exile. Paul
Zahl vividly tells the stories of these five mothers of the English Reformation. All of these women
were powerful theologians intensely interested in the religious concerns of their day. All but Anne
Boleyn left behind a considerable body of written work - some of which is found in this book's
appendices. It is the theological aspect of these women's remarkable achievements that Zahl seeks
to underscore. Moreover, he also considers what the stories of these women have to say about the
relation of gender to theology, human motivation, and God. An important epilogue by Mary Zahl
contributes a contemporary woman's view of these fascinating historical figures. Extraordinary by
any standard, Anne Boleyn, Anne Askew, Katharine Parr, Jane Grey, and Catherine Willoughby
remain rich subjects for reflection and emulation hundreds of years later. The personalities of these
five women, who spoke their Christian convictions with presence of mind and sharp intelligence
within situations of life-and-death duress, are almost totemic in our enduring search for role models.
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