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What Problem Is Douglass Referring to in This Excerpt? Unpacking the Layers
of His Message

what problem is douglass referring to in this excerpt is a question that
invites us to dive deeply into the context and meaning behind Frederick
Douglass’s powerful words. As one of the most influential abolitionists and
orators of the 19th century, Douglass’s writings and speeches often addressed
complex social and moral dilemmas. To understand the specific problem he
highlights in any particular excerpt, it’s essential to explore the
historical, social, and personal dimensions that shaped his perspective.

In this article, we will explore what problem Douglass is referring to in
this excerpt by examining his broader themes, the context of his work, and
why his message remains relevant today. Along the way, we'll touch on related
concepts such as slavery, racial injustice, moral hypocrisy, and the struggle
for human rights, providing a rich understanding of the issues Douglass
confronted.

The Historical Context Behind Douglass’s Words

Frederick Douglass lived through one of the most turbulent periods in
American history. Born into slavery in the early 19th century, he escaped
bondage to become a leading voice against the institution of slavery and
racial oppression. The problems Douglass addressed in his speeches and
writings are deeply rooted in the realities of slavery and the fight for
emancipation.

Slavery as the Central Problem

At the heart of many of Douglass’s excerpts lies the problem of slavery — not
just as a system of forced labor but as a brutal denial of human dignity and
freedom. When Douglass refers to “the problem,” he often critiques the way
slavery corrupts both the enslaved and the enslaver, creating a society built
on violence, inequality, and moral decay.

For example, in his famous speech “What to the Slave Is the Fourth of July?”
Douglass exposes the hypocrisy of a nation celebrating liberty while millions
remain in chains. The problem here is the contradiction between America’s
founding ideals and the lived reality of enslaved African Americans.



The Moral Hypocrisy of a Nation

Another core issue Douglass frequently highlights is the moral hypocrisy of
American society. While the country proclaimed values of freedom and justice,
it simultaneously perpetuated a system that denied those rights to a
significant portion of its population.

This problem extends beyond slavery to include the complicity of religious
institutions, political leaders, and ordinary citizens who tolerated or
supported racial injustice. Douglass’s critique often calls out this double
standard, urging society to confront its own inconsistencies and embrace true
equality.

Understanding the Problem Through Douglass’s
Lens

To grasp what problem Douglass is referring to in this excerpt, it helps to
look at the recurring themes and rhetorical strategies he uses. His work is
not just a historical document; it is a passionate appeal for justice that
challenges readers to reflect on their own beliefs and actions.

The Psychological Impact of Oppression

Douglass was keenly aware that the problem of slavery extended beyond
physical bondage. He often discussed how slavery dehumanized both the
enslaved and the enslaver, damaging their minds and spirits. This
psychological dimension is a critical part of the problem Douglass addresses.

By highlighting the mental and emotional toll of oppression, Douglass
broadens the conversation from a mere political or economic issue to a
profound human tragedy. This insight helps us understand why his words
resonate so powerfully even today.

The Struggle for Identity and Freedom

A recurring problem Douglass confronts is the struggle for identity and self-
determination. As an escaped slave who educated himself and rose to
prominence, Douglass embodied the fight for personal and collective freedom.

In many passages, the problem he refers to involves the denial of the right
to define one’s own existence, to live freely without fear, and to claim full
citizenship and humanity. This struggle is central to Douglass’s message and
continues to inspire movements for justice worldwide.



How Does This Problem Relate to Modern Issues?

Although Douglass was writing in the 19th century, the problem he identifies
in his excerpt is not confined to his era. Understanding what problem
Douglass is referring to helps us connect historical struggles with ongoing
challenges in our society.

Racial Inequality and Systemic Racism Today

The legacy of slavery and racial injustice that Douglass critiqued persists
in many forms today. Issues such as systemic racism, police brutality,
economic disparities, and voting rights echo the problems Douglass raised
over 150 years ago.

By exploring what problem Douglass refers to in his writings, we gain insight
into the roots of these contemporary struggles and the necessity of
confronting them with honesty and determination.

The Importance of Moral Consistency and Social
Justice

Douglass’s emphasis on moral hypocrisy reminds us that social progress
requires more than laws; it demands a collective commitment to justice and
equality. The problem he identifies pushes us to examine whether our
societies truly live up to their stated values.

This reflection is crucial for activists, educators, and policymakers who
seek to create a more equitable world. Douglass’s words challenge us to
confront uncomfortable truths and work toward meaningful change.

Tips for Analyzing Douglass’s Excerpts

If you’re trying to understand what problem Douglass is referring to in any
excerpt, consider the following approaches to deepen your analysis:

Contextualize the passage: Research the historical background and the
occasion for the speech or writing.

Identify key themes: Look for references to slavery, freedom, morality,
or justice.

Analyze the language: Note the use of rhetorical devices like irony,
repetition, or emotional appeals.



Consider Douglass’s purpose: Is he persuading, condemning, educating, or
inspiring?

Reflect on modern parallels: Think about how the problem connects to
today’s social issues.

Engaging with Douglass’s work this way not only clarifies the specific
problem he refers to but also enriches your appreciation for his enduring
influence.

---

Frederick Douglass’s words continue to challenge us to confront uncomfortable
realities and to strive for a society where freedom and equality are more
than ideals—they are lived experiences. Understanding what problem Douglass
is referring to in his excerpts opens a window into the struggles of the past
and lights a path toward a more just future.

Frequently Asked Questions

What problem is Douglass referring to in this
excerpt regarding slavery?
Douglass is referring to the moral and social injustice of slavery,
highlighting the cruelty and inhumanity inflicted upon enslaved individuals.

In the excerpt, what specific issue does Douglass
address about the condition of enslaved people?
Douglass addresses the denial of basic human rights and the brutal treatment
that enslaved people endure under the institution of slavery.

How does Douglass describe the problem of slavery in
the excerpt?
Douglass describes slavery as a system that degrades both the enslaved and
the enslaver, corrupting society and violating fundamental principles of
freedom and equality.

What aspect of society's view on slavery is Douglass
challenging in this excerpt?
Douglass challenges the acceptance and justification of slavery by society,
exposing its inherent immorality and advocating for abolition.



Does Douglass refer to any legal or political
problems related to slavery in the excerpt?
Yes, Douglass points to the failure of laws and government to protect
enslaved people and the complicity of political institutions in perpetuating
slavery.

What emotional or psychological problem does
Douglass highlight about enslaved individuals in the
excerpt?
Douglass highlights the psychological trauma, loss of identity, and
dehumanization experienced by enslaved individuals due to their oppression.

Is Douglass referring to a broader social problem
beyond slavery in this excerpt?
Yes, Douglass is referring to the broader problem of racial injustice and
inequality that slavery exemplifies and perpetuates within society.

Additional Resources
**Unpacking the Problem Frederick Douglass Addresses in His Writings**

what problem is douglass referring to in this excerpt is a question that
invites a deeper exploration into the themes and societal critiques embedded
in the works of Frederick Douglass. As one of the most prominent
abolitionists and orators of the 19th century, Douglass’s writings and
speeches often tackled complex social issues. Identifying the specific
problem he addresses in any given excerpt demands understanding the
historical, political, and cultural context that shaped his perspectives.

This article investigates the nature of the problem Douglass refers to in the
excerpt, exploring the broader implications of his message. By analyzing his
language, historical background, and the underlying themes, we can better
appreciate the dimensions of the issue he highlights. Along the way, we will
incorporate relevant keywords and phrases such as abolitionism, slavery,
racial injustice, emancipation, and civil rights to ensure a comprehensive
understanding.

Contextualizing Douglass’s Critique: The Core
Problem

To grasp what problem is Douglass referring to in this excerpt, it is



essential to place his words within the larger framework of his activism.
Douglass, himself a former enslaved person, dedicated much of his life to
exposing the brutal realities of slavery and advocating for equal rights. His
writings are often characterized by their powerful denunciation of systemic
oppression and the hypocrisy of American democracy that espoused freedom
while permitting slavery.

In many excerpts, the problem Douglass highlights can be distilled into the
contradiction between the American ideals of liberty and the lived reality of
African Americans under slavery. This core issue extends beyond mere personal
suffering to the structural and institutionalized racism ingrained in
society. Douglass’s eloquence serves not only to document these injustices
but to challenge readers to confront and dismantle them.

The Problem of Slavery and Moral Hypocrisy

One of the central problems Douglass refers to in his writings is the
institution of slavery itself, coupled with the moral hypocrisy of those who
defend or ignore it. He exposes how slavery corrupts both the enslaved and
the enslavers, eroding human dignity and ethical standards.

Slavery as a Dehumanizing Force: Douglass vividly describes how slavery
strips individuals of autonomy, identity, and humanity.

American Hypocrisy: The contradiction between the nation’s founding
principles and the ongoing practice of slavery is a recurring theme.

Resistance and Emancipation: Douglass advocates for active resistance
against slavery and calls for emancipation as a moral imperative.

By focusing on this problem, Douglass not only documents the cruelty of
slavery but critiques the societal acceptance that allows such a system to
persist.

Systemic Racial Injustice Beyond Slavery

In some excerpts, Douglass’s focus extends to the systemic racial injustice
that continues even after emancipation. The problem he refers to includes the
denial of civil rights and equal treatment under the law for African
Americans.

This problem encompasses:

- **Legal Discrimination:** Laws and policies that enforce segregation and
disenfranchisement.



- **Social Inequality:** Persistent prejudice and barriers to economic and
educational opportunities.
- **Violence and Intimidation:** The use of terror tactics to suppress
African American advancement.

Douglass’s critique here anticipates many of the struggles that would
continue into the Civil Rights Movement of the 20th century, highlighting the
enduring nature of racial injustice.

Analyzing the Language and Tone in Douglass’s
Excerpt

Understanding what problem is Douglass referring to in this excerpt also
requires attention to his rhetorical style and choice of words. Douglass’s
language is often charged with urgency, moral clarity, and a call to
conscience.

- **Emotive Language:** Words that evoke empathy and outrage are used to
bring the reader closer to the reality of oppression.
- **Logical Argumentation:** Douglass employs reasoned argument to dismantle
pro-slavery rationalizations.
- **Appeals to Universal Principles:** He frequently references liberty,
justice, and human rights as universal values violated by slavery.

This combination of emotional appeal and logical rigor strengthens the
identification of the problem as a fundamental injustice that must be
addressed.

Comparative Perspectives on the Problem

Comparing Douglass’s critique with contemporary perspectives provides further
insight into the problem he addresses. While abolitionists broadly condemned
slavery, Douglass stood out for his nuanced understanding of its
psychological and societal impacts.

For example:

- **William Lloyd Garrison** focused heavily on moral condemnation, whereas
Douglass incorporated personal experience to illustrate slavery’s horrors.
- **Political Abolitionists** sometimes sought gradual emancipation, but
Douglass argued for immediate freedom and full civil rights.
- **Pro-Slavery Advocates** attempted to justify slavery on economic or
racial grounds, which Douglass methodically refuted.

This comparative analysis underscores that the problem Douglass refers to is
not only the physical institution of slavery but also the ideological and



systemic structures that sustain inequality.

Implications of Douglass’s Message Today

Reflecting on what problem is Douglass referring to in this excerpt has
profound contemporary relevance. While slavery as a legal institution has
been abolished, many issues Douglass highlighted persist in various forms:

- **Racial Inequality:** Disparities in education, employment, housing, and
criminal justice remain pressing concerns.
- **Social Justice Movements:** Modern movements like Black Lives Matter echo
Douglass’s calls for justice and equality.
- **Historical Reckoning:** Understanding Douglass’s critique encourages
ongoing dialogue about America’s past and present struggles with race.

By revisiting Douglass’s insights, scholars, activists, and policymakers can
better address the root causes of racial injustice today.

Lessons from Douglass’s Analysis

The problem Douglass refers to in his excerpt teaches several critical
lessons:

Awareness: Recognizing the depth and complexity of racial oppression is1.
essential for meaningful change.

Agency: Empowering marginalized voices to share their experiences is2.
crucial.

Action: Advocacy and systemic reform must accompany moral condemnation.3.

These lessons remain vital in ongoing efforts to build a more equitable
society.

---

In exploring what problem is Douglass referring to in this excerpt, it
becomes clear that his critique transcends a singular issue. It encapsulates
slavery’s brutal reality, the moral contradictions of the nation, and the
enduring struggle for racial justice. His words continue to resonate, urging
a continuous examination of societal structures and a commitment to human
dignity.
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  what problem is douglass referring to in this excerpt: English Language Arts, Grade 7
Module 3A PCG Education, 2015-12-14 Paths to College and Career Jossey-Bass and PCG Education
are proud to bring the Paths to College and Career English Language Arts (ELA) curriculum and
professional development resources for grades 6–12 to educators across the country. Originally
developed for EngageNY and written with a focus on the shifts in instructional practice and student
experiences the standards require, Paths to College and Career includes daily lesson plans, guiding
questions, recommended texts, scaffolding strategies and other classroom resources. Paths to
College and Career is a concrete and practical ELA instructional program that engages students
with compelling and complex texts. At each grade level, Paths to College and Career delivers a
yearlong curriculum that develops all students' ability to read closely and engage in text-based
discussions, build evidence-based claims and arguments, conduct research and write from sources,
and expand their academic vocabulary. Paths to College and Career's instructional resources
address the needs of all learners, including students with disabilities, English language learners, and
gifted and talented students. This enhanced curriculum provides teachers with freshly designed
Teacher Guides that make the curriculum more accessible and flexible, a Teacher Resource Book for
each module that includes all of the materials educators need to manage instruction, and Student
Journals that give students learning tools for each module and a single place to organize and
document their learning. As the creators of the Paths ELA curriculum for grades 6–12, PCG
Education provides a professional learning program that ensures the success of the curriculum. The
program includes: Nationally recognized professional development from an organization that has
been immersed in the new standards since their inception. Blended learning experiences for
teachers and leaders that enrich and extend the learning. A train-the-trainer program that builds
capacity and provides resources and individual support for embedded leaders and coaches. Paths
offers schools and districts a unique approach to ensuring college and career readiness for all
students, providing state-of-the-art curriculum and state-of-the-art implementation.
  what problem is douglass referring to in this excerpt: Sex and Race Differences on
Standardized Tests United States. Congress. House. Committee on the Judiciary. Subcommittee on
Civil and Constitutional Rights, 1989
  what problem is douglass referring to in this excerpt: The Complete Poetical Works of
Robert Burns, Robert Burns, 1871
  what problem is douglass referring to in this excerpt: The Complete Poetical Works of
Robert Burns Arranged in Chronological Order Robert Burns, 1890
  what problem is douglass referring to in this excerpt: Argument of Costa Rica Before the
Arbitrator Hon. Edward Douglass White, Chief Justice of the United States Costa Rica-Panama
Arbitration, 1913
  what problem is douglass referring to in this excerpt: Kaplan SAT 2008 Premier
Program (w/ CD-ROM) Kaplan, 2007-06-05 Offers strategies and techniques to help maximize
performance, and includes ten full-length practice tests with full answer explanations.
  what problem is douglass referring to in this excerpt: The American Aberdeen-Angus
Herd-book American Aberdeen-Angus Breeders' Association, 1909
  what problem is douglass referring to in this excerpt: American Aberdeen-Angus Herd
Book American Angus Association, 1909
  what problem is douglass referring to in this excerpt: Congressional Record Index ,
1967 Includes history of bills and resolutions.
  what problem is douglass referring to in this excerpt: Frederick Douglass in Context
Michaël Roy, 2021-07-08 Frederick Douglass in Context provides an in-depth introduction to the
multifaceted life and times of Frederick Douglass, the nineteenth-century's leading black activist and
one of the most celebrated American writers. An international team of scholars sheds new light on
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the environments and communities that shaped Douglass's career. The book challenges the myth of
Douglass as a heroic individualist who towered over family, friends, and colleagues, and reveals
instead a man who relied on others and drew strength from a variety of personal and professional
relations and networks. This volume offers both a comprehensive representation of Douglass and a
series of concentrated studies of specific aspects of his work. It will be a key resource for students,
scholars, teachers, and general readers interested in Douglass and his tireless fight for freedom,
justice, and equality for all.
  what problem is douglass referring to in this excerpt: Let Nobody Turn Us Around Manning
Marable, Leith Mullings, 2009-01-16 This anthology of black writers traces the evolution of
African-American perspectives throughout American history, from the early years of slavery to the
end of the twentieth century. The essays, manifestos, interviews, and documents assembled here,
contextualized with critical commentaries from Marable and Mullings, introduce the reader to the
character and important controversies of each period of black history. The selections represent a
broad spectrum of ideology. Conservative, radical, nationalistic, and integrationist approaches can
be found in almost every period, yet there have been striking shifts in the evolution of social thought
and activism. The editors judiciously illustrate how both continuity and change affected the
African-American community in terms of its internal divisions, class structure, migration, social
problems, leadership, and protest movements. They also show how gender, spirituality, literature,
music, and connections to Africa and the Caribbean played a prominent role in black life and history.
  what problem is douglass referring to in this excerpt: Im-Lib, Eql, Pow, Concise Murrin,
2003-07
  what problem is douglass referring to in this excerpt: Diving Deep Into Nonfiction, Grades
6-12 Jeffrey D. Wilhelm, Michael W. Smith, 2016-09-30 General reading strategies and
teacher-developed questions will only take our students so far—with our approach, students gain
astounding independence because they engage directly with the nonfiction author, and with how
that author used specific details (moves) and structures to communicate meanings and effects.
—Wilhelm and Smith All nonfiction is a conversation between the writer and the reader, an
invitation to agree or disagree with compelling and often provocative ideas about some aspect of the
world we live in. At the end of the day, it’s our responsibility to decide if the argument is sound. With
Diving Deep Into Nonfiction, Jeffrey D. Wilhelm and Michael W. Smith deliver a revolutionary
teaching framework that helps students read well by noticing the rules and conventions of this
dynamic exchange. The classroom-tested lessons include engaging short excerpts and teach
students to be powerful readers who know both how authors signal what’s worth noticing in a text
and how readers connect and make meaning of what they have noticed. No matter what they are
reading, students learn to be on high alert, and highly curious about how texts work and what they
mean, as they learn to notice direct statements of principle, calls to attention, ruptures, and readers’
rules of notice: Notice the topics and the textual conversation: Who is speaking and how might he or
she be responding to another’s ideas? What is the idea that gives heat to this text? Notice key
details: What attracts my attention? How does the author signal both direct and implicit statements
of meaning? How does the author use the unexpected? How can I interpret patterns of key details to
see overall meanings? Notice varied nonfiction genres: What are the essential features of this kind of
text? How does the author employ them? What effects are they designed to have on the reader?
Notice text structure: How does the author structure the text to connect details and ideas? What
patterns of thought does the author use along the way? With Diving Deep Into Nonfiction, Wilhelm
and Smith upend current practices, and it’s high time. Once your students engage with these
lessons, you’ll never go back to the same old tired approach— and reading across content areas
enters a whole new era.
  what problem is douglass referring to in this excerpt: GED Test 2022 / 2023 For
Dummies with Online Practice Tim Collins, 2022-01-05 Everything you need to succeed on the
GED Test, plus a bonus mobile app for on-the-go study and practice! Prepare to do your best on the
GED Test! Get the review and practice materials you need to take – and slay – the exam with



confidence. GED Test 2022/2023 For Dummies with Online Practice provides an in-depth overview
and deep content review for all test sections. You'll be able to answer GED practice questions for
each subject area, plus you'll have access to two complete practice exams in the book and in the
companion mobile app! Get ready to succeed on test day and get on your way to achieving your
goals with this GED study guide that shares test-taking strategies for all the subjects covered on the
exam. You’ll find clear information for hands-on learning. GED Test 2022/2023 For Dummies with
Online Practice supports you in meeting your goals. This easy-to-use guide can help you get a higher
score and earn your GED. Improve grammar and punctuation skills Get comfortable with the types
of reading passages on the test Gain confidence in solving math and science problems Study for
Mathematical Reasoning, Social Studies, Science, and Reasoning Through Language Arts questions
The book also connects you to the GED Test 2022/2023 For Dummies with Online Practice mobile
app with two practice tests. Whether you're using the app or the book, you'll have GED practice for
passing the four subject exams, which cover Math, Language Arts, Science, and Social Studies.
  what problem is douglass referring to in this excerpt: Unfit to Be a Slave David Greene,
2015-02-03 Out of over 40 years of experience in adult or worker education, David Greene brings us
tools to develop consciousness and leadership for social change. Based on the power of our huge
working class to understand this economic system and to organize, this book aims to empower
educators, students and other workers with science applied to solving the serious social problems
we face today. We are confronted with the issues of low-wage, part-time and temporary jobs,
inadequate housing, health care, and transportation, inequality and injustice, at the same time as the
greatest concentration of wealth in human history. The disparity of wealth and control has never
been greater. The only way out of this deepening crisis is through education. To change this we need
understanding that is based on the clearest reflection of the real world. Unfit to Be a Slave employs
the tools of theory and informed practice, to guide us to create spaces to share experience, study
history’s lessons and develop consciousness. As a collective and organized force we can transform
our communities, our countries and our world. Mythologies that tell people, ‘Things don’t change,’
‘We can’t do anything,’ or ‘It has always been this way,’ prevent poor and working class populations
from taking necessary action on behalf of their own lives and families. Unfit to Be a Slave is meant to
be a guide to education for social change.
  what problem is douglass referring to in this excerpt: Liberty Equality Power Im V2 John
M. Murrin, Janet G. Brantley, 2001-10
  what problem is douglass referring to in this excerpt: Teaching History with Popular Media
Chad William Timm, 2025-06-09 This book combines innovative inquiry-based teaching strategies
with rich qualitative descriptions from middle and high school students to document how popular
media can be effectively integrated into the history classroom. The first book to address teaching
history with multiple forms of popular media, this work demonstrates how incorporating movies,
music, and graphic narratives increases students' engagement, builds historical thinking skills and
teaches critical media literacy. Each chapter highlights a piece of popular media focusing on diverse
topics including under-represented subjects like the Ludlow Massacre, the Harlem Hellfighters, and
the internment of Japanese Americans during the Second World War while providing detailed lesson
plans aligned with Common Core Standards. Also included are tips on teaching inquiry inductively,
proactive planning, and specific examples of how to transfer the teaching tools to other forms of
popular media.
  what problem is douglass referring to in this excerpt: The Hanging of Old Brown Gregory
Toledo, 2002-07-30 Captured by United States Marines at Harper's Ferry, Virginia, a fifty-nine year
old farmer was quickly brought to trial in nearby Charlestown and convicted of three capital crimes:
treason against the Commonwealth of Virginia; conspiring with slaves to rebel; and murder. In a
field on the outskirts of town he was hanged before fifteen hundred soldiers. Colonel Robert E. Lee,
Professor Thomas J. Jackson, and John Wilkes Booth stood watching. The Hanging of Old Brown
attempts to remove the veils that separate the contemporary observer from an understanding of the
events and the convictions that brought John Brown to a Virginia scaffold ready to die. Brown



struggled to find redemption for himself and his nation. His war on slavery and eventual execution
would reap the whirlwinds that would herald the destruction of slavery. Beginning with events of
1776, Toledo provides the historical context of John Brown's war, enabling readers to approach this
abolitionist visionary with a better understanding of the period that defined him. Toledo hopes to
dispel notions that Brown was a mere fanatic or deranged militant. This work invites readers to
become acquainted with a man who is, in the end, both flawed and heroic, always deliberate, and
ultimately triumphant.
  what problem is douglass referring to in this excerpt: Impossible Witnesses Dwight
McBride, 2002-02-01 Even the most cursory review of black literary production during the
nineteenth century indicates that its primary concerns were the issues of slavery, racial subjugation,
abolitionist politics and liberation. How did the writers of these narratives bear witness to the
experiences they describe? At a time when a hegemonic discourse on these subjects already existed,
what did it mean to tell the truth about slavery? Impossible Witnesses explores these questions
through a study of fiction, poetry, essays, and slave narratives from the abolitionist era. Linking the
racialized discourses of slavery and Romanticism, it boldly calls for a reconfiguration of U.S. and
British Romanticism that places slavery at its center. Impossible Witnesses addresses some of the
major literary figures and representations of slavery in light of discourses on natural rights and law,
offers an account of Foucauldian discourse analysis as it applies to the problem of bearing witness,
and analyzes specific narratives such as Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, and The
Interesting Narrative of the Life of Olaudah Equiano. A work of great depth and originality,
Impossible Witnesses renders traditional interpretations of Romanticism impossible and places
Dwight A. McBride at the forefront of studies in race and literature.
  what problem is douglass referring to in this excerpt: Abraham Lincoln and His Times
Thomas J. Ebert, Allen Carden, 2023-08-03 Lincoln's significance in the history of slavery and
emancipation, the Union's preservation and the formation of a new national vision is crucial to
comprehending the antebellum and Civil War periods in American history. This is a one-of-a-kind
hybrid reference work that combines chronology with almost 400 primary source papers to
contextualize Lincoln's life within his historical era. These written materials serve as the foundation
upon which historians can construct a picture of Lincoln's America. In addition to important
chronology and documents, this work includes introductory essays that summarize the topics of each
chapter, brief biographies of those referenced in the book, and a source bibliography. Historical
records are the heart of this work. Documents illustrate different viewpoints, to provide a full grasp
of the time and place, as well as Lincoln's significance during this era.
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