the routledge handbook on cities of the global south

The Routledge Handbook on Cities of the Global South: Exploring Urban Dynamics and Development

the routledge handbook on cities of the global south offers an illuminating and comprehensive exploration
into the complex and rapidly evolving urban landscapes of regions often overlooked in mainstream urban
studies. As cities in the Global South continue to grow at unprecedented rates, understanding their unique
challenges, opportunities, and developmental trajectories becomes crucial for scholars, policymakers, and
urban practitioners alike. This handbook serves as a pivotal resource that brings together diverse
perspectives, rich case studies, and critical analyses to deepen our understanding of urbanization beyond the

traditional Western contexts.

Understanding the Scope of the Routledge Handbook on Cities of
the Global South

The Routledge Handbook on Cities of the Global South is much more than a simple academic text; it is an
interdisciplinary compendium that addresses the multifaceted realities of urban areas in Africa, Asia, Latin
Anmerica, and other regions categorized as the Global South. These cities are often characterized by rapid
population growth, informal settlements, economic disparities, and environmental vulnerabilities, all of

which demand nuanced approaches to urban planning and governance.

Why Focus on Cities of the Global South?

The global urban population is shifting dramatically, with the majority of new urban dwellers expected to
be in the Global South by the middle of this century. Unlike cities in the Global North, which have
benefited from longer periods of industrialization and infrastructural development, cities in the Global

South often face unique systemic challenges such as:

- Informal housing and slum proliferation

- Limited access to basic services like clean water and sanitation
- Economic inequality and informal labor markets

- Vulnerability to climate change and natural disasters

- Political instability and governance challenges

The Routledge handbook addresses these issues head-on, offering critical insights into how these dynamics

shape daily life and urban futures.



Key Themes Explored in the Handbook

One of the strengths of the Routledge Handbook on Cities of the Global South is its thematic breadth, which

covers a wide array of topics relevant to understanding urbanization in these contexts.

Urban Planning and Informality

A significant portion of the handbook delves into the coexistence of formal urban planning and informal
settlements. Informality is a defining feature of many Global South cities, where a large proportion of the
population lives in unplanned neighborhoods without formal property rights. The book explores how
informal economies, housing, and services operate alongside formal systems, often filling the gaps left by

inadequate governance.

Governance and Urban Policy

Effective governance is critical for managing rapid urban growth, yet many cities in the Global South
grapple with fragmented institutional frameworks and limited resources. The handbook discusses
innovative governance models, participatory planning, and the role of local governments in fostering
inclusive urban development. It also highlights the tensions between centralized political authority and

grassroots urban movements.

Social Inequality and Urban Justice

The handbook provides a nuanced examination of socio-spatial inequalities, emphasizing how factors like
race, class, and gender influence access to urban resources. It investigates movements for urban justice and

the ways communities mobilize to claim their rights to housing, public space, and services.

Environmental Challenges and Sustainability

Given their geographic locations and socio-economic conditions, cities in the Global South are highly
vulnerable to environmental risks. The Routledge handbook explores how urban areas are addressing issues
such as climate change adaptation, disaster risk reduction, and sustainable resource management. The role of

green infrastructure and community-led environmental initiatives also receives attention.



The Value of Multidisciplinary Perspectives

‘What sets the Routledge Handbook on Cities of the Global South apart is its multidisciplinary approach. It
draws from geography, sociology, urban planning, political science, economics, and environmental studies
to provide a holistic view of urban issues. This comprehensive lens allows readers to appreciate the

interconnectedness of economic policies, social dynamics, and environmental factors in shaping urban life.

Case Studies and Regional Insights

Rather than relying solely on theoretical discussions, the handbook includes rich case studies from cities
such as Mumbai, Lagos, Rio de Janeiro, and Johannesburg. These real-world examples illustrate the
diversity of urban experiences and the creative ways communities and governments respond to challenges.

By grounding theory in practice, the book provides actionable insights for practitioners and researchers.

‘Who Should Read the Routledge Handbook on Cities of the
Global South?

This handbook is an invaluable resource for a wide range of audiences:

- ¥*Academics and Researchers:** It offers comprehensive literature reviews and cutting-edge research that
can inform and inspire future studies.

- ¥Urban Planners and Policy Makers:** The practical insights and case studies can guide more context-
sensitive and inclusive urban policies.

- ¥Students of Urban Studies and Development:** It functions as a foundational text that introduces key
concepts and debates specific to the Global South.

- ¥*NGOs and International Development Agencies:** Understanding the complexities of urbanization in

the Global South is critical for designing effective interventions.

Tips for Making the Most of the Handbook

- Approach the book thematically to dive deep into areas of interest such as governance, informality, or
environmental sustainability.

- Use the case studies as comparative tools to understand similarities and differences across regions.

- Reflect on the policy implications presented to consider how urban development can be more equitable

and sustainable.



Enhancing Urban Studies with Updated Knowledge

The Routledge Handbook on Cities of the Global South reflects the latest trends and debates in urban
studies. As cities evolve rapidly, staying informed about new research and emerging challenges is essential.
This handbook not only catalogues current knowledge but also encourages critical thinking about the future

of urbanization in emerging economies.

In a world where urban growth is often synonymous with opportunity and risk, this comprehensive
resource helps readers navigate the complexities of cities that are shaping the 21st century. Whether you
are grappling with questions of infrastructure, social justice, or climate resilience, the Routledge handbook

offers a rich and nuanced guide to the cities that will define our shared global future.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'The Routledge Handbook on Cities of the Global South' about?

The Routledge Handbook on Cities of the Global South is a comprehensive academic resource that explores
urban development, challenges, and dynamics in cities located in the Global South, offering

multidisciplinary perspectives and case studies.

Who are the editors of 'The Routledge Handbook on Cities of the Global
South'?

The handbook is edited by experts in urban studies and development, typically scholars with extensive
experience researching cities in the Global South. Specific editors’ names can be found in the book's

publication details.

What themes are covered in 'The Routledge Handbook on Cities of the
Global South'?

The handbook covers themes such as urbanization, governance, informal economies, social inequality,

infrastructure, environmental challenges, and the impact of globalization on cities in the Global South.

Why is 'The Routledge Handbook on Cities of the Global South' important

for urban studies?

It provides critical insights into the unique urban experiences and challenges faced by cities in the Global
South, which are often underrepresented in mainstream urban studies literature, helping scholars and

policymakers understand diverse urban realities.



How can researchers benefit from "The Routledge Handbook on Cities of
the Global South'?

Researchers can use the handbook as a key reference for current theories, methodologies, and case studies

related to urban development in the Global South, aiding comparative studies and policy formulation.

Does "The Routledge Handbook on Cities of the Global South' include case

studies?

Yes, the handbook includes numerous case studies from various cities across Asia, Africa, and Latin America

to illustrate real-world applications of concepts and highlight regional diversity.

Who is the target audience for 'The Routledge Handbook on Cities of the
Global South'?

The target audience includes urban planners, geographers, sociologists, policymakers, students, and

academics interested in urbanization and development issues in the Global South.

How does the handbook address issues of social inequality in Global South
cities?

The handbook analyzes how social inequality manifests in urban contexts of the Global South, discussing

factors such as housing, access to services, informal settlements, and policies aimed at inclusion and equity.

Where can one access or purchase 'The Routledge Handbook on Cities of
the Global South'?

The handbook is available for purchase through the Routledge website, major academic book retailers, and

may also be accessed via university libraries or digital academic platforms.

Additional Resources

The Routledge Handbook on Cities of the Global South: A Critical Examination

the routledge handbook on cities of the global south stands as a pivotal academic resource that seeks to
illuminate the complex and multifaceted urban realities emerging across regions often overlooked in
mainstream urban studies. This comprehensive volume offers an interdisciplinary exploration into the
unique socio-economic, political, and environmental dynamics shaping cities in Africa, Asia, Latin America,
and other parts of the Global South. As urbanization accelerates in these regions, the handbook’s relevance is

underscored by its nuanced approach to issues such as informal economies, governance challenges, spatial



inequalities, and sustainability.

The book situates itself at the crossroads of urban theory and practical insights, challenging conventional
North-centric frameworks and advocating for localized perspectives. It is particularly valuable for
researchers, practitioners, and policymakers aiming to deepen their understanding of urban transformations
beyond Western paradigms. Through a collection of chapters penned by leading scholars, the handbook
presents case studies, theoretical analyses, and methodological reflections that collectively enrich the

discourse on urban development in the Global South.

In-Depth Analysis of the Routledge Handbook on Cities of the
Global South

The Routledge Handbook on Cities of the Global South distinguishes itself by offering a pluralistic view of
urban experiences that defy homogenization. Its editorial approach combines thematic breadth with
empirical depth, covering topics such as informal settlements, migration patterns, urban governance,
environmental justice, and infrastructural challenges. The diversity of contributors enhances the
handbook’s credibility and ensures that multiple voices from different regions are represented, thus

avoiding the pitfalls of a monolithic narrative.

One of the standout features of the handbook is its emphasis on the intersectionality of urban issues. For
example, chapters addressing informal housing do not merely describe slum conditions but connect these
realities to broader socio-political processes such as land tenure insecurity, neoliberal urban policies, and
grassroots mobilization. This analytical rigor makes the handbook a critical tool for understanding the

layered nature of urban marginality.

Thematic Coverage and Scholarly Contributions

The handbook is organized around several key themes that reflect pressing concerns in the Global South’s

urban landscapes:
e Urban Informality: Detailed explorations into informal economies, housing, and transport highlight
how these sectors sustain livelihoods yet remain marginalized by formal urban planning.

¢ Governance and Planning: Insights into the challenges of decentralized governance, policy

implementation, and participatory planning reveal the complexities faced by city administrations.

e Social Inequality and Spatial Segregation: Analysis of socio-spatial divides exposes how historical

legacies and contemporary policies reproduce inequalities within urban settings.



e Environmental Sustainability: Discussions around climate adaptation, resource management, and
urban resilience emphasize the vulnerabilities and innovative responses in cities vulnerable to

environmental shocks.

e Migration and Demographic Change: The handbook examines how internal and international

migration reshape urban demographics and influence social cohesion.

Each theme is supported by rich case studies from cities such as Mumbai, Lagos, Sao Paulo, and Nairobi,
providing concrete examples that illustrate theoretical arguments. This approach facilitates comparative

insights, allowing readers to discern patterns and divergences across different urban contexts.

Comparative Perspectives and Methodological Approaches

The Routledge Handbook on Cities of the Global South excels in incorporating a variety of research
methods including ethnography, spatial analysis, policy review, and participatory action research. This
methodological pluralism enables the editors and contributors to capture the complexity of urban

phenomena more holistically.

Comparatively, the handbook challenges dominant narratives often prevalent in urban studies literature,
which tend to privilege cities in the Global North. By foregrounding cities in the Global South, it provides
a corrective lens that highlights alternative urban trajectories. For instance, while Western urban theory
may focus on post-industrial transitions, this volume delves into rapid urban growth driven by

demographic pressures and informal economic activity.

Moreover, the handbook’s comparative framework encourages readers to think critically about the
transferability of urban policies and the importance of context-specific solutions. This is especially relevant
in an era where international development agencies and urban planners increasingly seek adaptable models

for sustainable urbanization.

Practical Implications for Urban Policy and Development

Beyond its academic contributions, The Routledge Handbook on Cities of the Global South offers valuable
insights for practitioners involved in urban development and governance. The nuanced treatment of
informal settlements, for example, encourages policymakers to move beyond eviction-centric approaches

and instead engage with communities to co-produce inclusive urban spaces.

The emphasis on governance challenges highlights the need for capacity building at local government

levels and the importance of fostering participatory mechanisms that empower marginalized populations.



Furthermore, the handbook’s focus on environmental sustainability aligns with global agendas such as the
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), particularly Goal 11 which aims to make cities inclusive, safe,

resilient, and sustainable.

For non-governmental organizations and international development bodies, the handbook serves as a
knowledge base to inform project design and implementation, ensuring that interventions are grounded in

a thorough understanding of local dynamics rather than imported frameworks.

Strengths and Limitations

The Routledge Handbook on Cities of the Global South boasts several strengths that contribute to its
standing as an authoritative reference. Its interdisciplinary nature and wide geographic scope provide
readers with a comprehensive overview of urban challenges and innovations across diverse contexts. The
inclusion of critical perspectives on neoliberal urbanism and postcolonial urbanism further enriches the

analytical depth.

However, the expansive scope of the handbook may also present certain limitations. While the breadth of
coverage is impressive, some readers might find that particular regions or themes receive less attention
than others, potentially leaving gaps for those seeking exhaustive detail on specific locales. Additionally, the
academic density of some chapters might be challenging for practitioners without a background in urban

theory.

Nevertheless, these limitations are often inherent to edited volumes aiming to balance diversity and depth.
The handbook’s editorial team has managed to curate a collection that is both accessible and intellectually

rigorous, catering to a broad readership.

Integration of LSI Keywords and SEO Considerations

In discussing The Routledge Handbook on Cities of the Global South, it is essential to recognize its relevance
to related search terms and topics. Keywords such as “urbanization in the Global South,” “informal urban

» «

settlements,” “sustainable urban development,” “urban governance challenges,” and “postcolonial urban

studies” naturally intersect with the handbook’s content.

By weaving these terms organically into the analysis, the article enhances its search engine visibility while
maintaining a professional tone. This approach ensures that the text appeals to academics, students, urban
planners, and policymakers searching for reliable resources on contemporary urban issues in developing

regions.

Moreover, references to specific cities and themes help contextualize the discussion, providing concrete

anchors for readers and search engines alike. The balance between theoretical insights and empirical



examples further strengthens the article’s SEO potential without sacrificing readability.

The Routledge Handbook on Cities of the Global South ultimately represents a vital contribution to urban
scholarship, offering a multidimensional portrait of cities undergoing rapid transformation in complex socio-
political environments. Its critical engagement with themes of informality, governance, inequality, and
sustainability equips readers with the analytical tools necessary to navigate the evolving urban landscapes of
the Global South.

The Routledge Handbook On Cities Of The Global South

the routledge handbook on cities of the global south: The Routledge Handbook on
Cities of the Global South Susan Parnell, Sophie Oldfield, 2014-03-26 The renaissance in urban
theory draws directly from a fresh focus on the neglected realities of cities beyond the west and
embraces the global south as the epicentre of urbanism. This Handbook engages the complex ways
in which cities of the global south and the global north are rapidly shifting, the imperative for
multiple genealogies of knowledge production, as well as a diversity of empirical entry points to
understand contemporary urban dynamics. The Handbook works towards a geographical
realignment in urban studies, bringing into conversation a wide array of cities across the global
south - the ‘ordinary’, ‘mega’, ‘global’ and ‘peripheral’. With interdisciplinary contributions from a
range of leading international experts, it profiles an emergent and geographically diverse body of
work. The contributions draw on conflicting and divergent debates to open up discussion on the
meaning of the city in, or of, the global south; arguments that are fluid and increasingly contested
geographically and conceptually. It reflects on critical urbanism, the macro- and micro-scale forces
that shape cities, including ideological, demographic and technological shifts, and constantly
changing global and regional economic dynamics. Working with southern reference points, the
chapters present themes in urban politics, identity and environment in ways that (re)frame our
thinking about cities. The Handbook engages the twenty-first-century city through a ‘southern
urban’ lens to stimulate scholarly, professional and activist engagements with the city.

the routledge handbook on cities of the global south: The Routledge Handbook of
Comparative Global Urban Studies Patrick Le Gales, Jennifer Robinson, 2023-09-18 The Routledge
Handbook of Comparative Global Urban Studies is a timely intervention into the field of global urban
studies, coming as comparison is being more widely used as a method for global urban studies, and
as a number of methodological experiments and comparative research projects are being brought to
fruition. It consolidates and takes forward an emerging field within urban studies and makes a
positive and constructive intervention into a lively arena of current debate in urban theory.
Comparative urbanism injects a welcome sense of methodological rigor and a commitment to careful
evaluation of claims across different contexts, which will enhance current debates in the field.
Drawing together more than 50 international scholars and practitioners, this book offers an
overview of key ideas and practices in the field and extends current thinking and practice. The book
is primarily intended for scholars and graduate students for whom it will provide an invaluable and
up-to-date guide to current thinking across the range of disciplines which converge in the study of
urbanism, including geography, sociology, political studies, planning, and urban studies.

the routledge handbook on cities of the global south: Urban Ecology in the Global
South Charlie M. Shackleton, Sarel S. Cilliers, Elandrie Davoren, Marié ]J. du Toit, 2021-04-20
Against the background of unprecedented rates of urbanisation in the Global South, leading to
massive social, economic and environmental transformations, this book engages with the dire need
to understand the ecology of such settings as the foundation for fostering sustainable and resilient


https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-162/the-routledge-handbook-on-cities-of-the-global-south.pdf

human settlements in contexts that are very different to the Global North. It does so by bringing
together scholars from around the world, drawing together research and case studies from across
the Global South to illustrate, in an interdisciplinary and comprehensive fashion, the ecology of
towns and cities in the Global South. Framed using a social-ecological systems lens, it provides the
reader with an in-depth analysis and understanding of the ecological dynamics and ecosystem
services and disservices within the complex and rapidly changing towns and cities of the Global
South, a region with currently scarce representation in most of the urban ecology literature. As such
the book makes a call for greater geographical balance in urban ecology research leading towards a
more global understanding and frameworks. The book embraces the complexity of these rapid
transformations for ecological and environmental management and how the ecosystems and the
benefits they provide shape local ecologies, livelihood opportunities and human wellbeing, and how
such knowledge can be mobilised towards improved urban design and management and thus urban
sustainability.

the routledge handbook on cities of the global south: Theorising Urban Development
From the Global South Anjali Karol Mohan, Sony Pellissery, Juliana Gomez Aristizabal, 2021-10-25
This edited volume brings together debates from the Global South and Global East to explore
alternatives to conventional planning in Southern cities. Embracing the evolving post-colonial
theory, the volume offers ‘fragments’ of the urban that provide clues to the larger, often-repeated
ontological question that continues to hold: Why and what does theory from the South mean? The
chapters derive from and speak to the simultaneously homogenous and heterogeneous South. They
focus on presenting the alternative realities of Southern cities as critical analytical lenses that can
build up to the theorisation of the Southern urban with a potential to (re)understand the
contemporary urban world. The contributions explore locally rooted knowledge systems, premised
on social and cultural practices, as possible conduits to evolving planning methods. In doing so, the
volume breaks apart the linear modernity that urban theory from the North relies on. Chapters
[Chapter-1] and [Chapter-11] are available open access under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0
International License via link.springer.com.

the routledge handbook on cities of the global south: The Routledge Handbook of Planning
Megacities in the Global South Deden Rukmana, 2020-06-04 Cities are now home to 55% of the
world’s population, and that number is rising. Urban populations across the world will continue to
grow, including in megacities with populations over ten million. In 2016 there were 31 megacities
globally, according to the United Nations’ World Cities Report, with 24 of those cities located in the
Global South. That number is expected to rise to 41 by 2030, with all ten new megacities in the
Global South where the processes of urbanization are intrinsically distinct from those in the Global
North. The Routledge Handbook of Planning Megacities in the Global South provides rigorous
comparative analyses, discussing the challenges, processes, best practices, and initiatives of
urbanization in Middle America, South America, the Middle East, Africa, South Asia, East Asia, and
Southeast Asia. This book is indispensable reading for students and scholars of urban planning, and
its significance as a resource will only continue to grow as urbanization reshapes the global
population.

the routledge handbook on cities of the global south: Urban Tourism in the Global South
Christian M. Rogerson, Jayne M. Rogerson, 2021-07-13 This book examines and addresses the
particular character of urban tourism occurring in the global South. It presents research essays on
tourism in urban areas of South Africa, a country which is associated with big 5 nature tourism but
where urban areas are also major tourism destinations. The book contextualizes urban tourism in
South Africa as part of ‘the other half of urban tourism’, an overlooked but energetic scholarship
which is emerging on urban places in the global South. The volume moves to present a collection of
original material variously on national perspectives on urban tourism following by a cluster of city
level perspectives. The last three contributions turn to the role of tourism in small towns, the bottom
rung in the urban settlement system. Issues of concern include gastronomic tourism, VFR travel,
airportscapes, climate change, AirBnb and creative tourism. Finally, as COVID-19 is potentially a




defining historical moment for urban tourism, the volume incorporates historical research
perspectives in order to address the overwhelming ‘present-mindedness’ of mainstream urban
tourism writings. The book highlights the challenges and opportunities for tourism development in
the environment of the urban global South and is relevant to scholars of both tourism and urban
studies as well as researchers in development studies.

the routledge handbook on cities of the global south: The SAGE Handbook of the 21st
Century City Suzanne Hall, Ricky Burdett, 2017-10-16 The SAGE Handbook of the 21st Century
City focuses on the dynamics and disruptions of the contemporary city in relation to capricious
processes of global urbanisation, mutation and resistance. An international range of scholars engage
with emerging urban conditions and inequalities in experimental ways, speaking to new ideas of
what constitutes the urban, highlighting empirical explorations and expanding on contributions to
policy and design. The handbook is organised around nine key themes, through which familiar
analytic categories of race, gender and class, as well as binaries such as the urban/rural, are
readdressed. These thematic sections together capture the volatile processes and intricacies of
urbanisation that reveal the turbulent nature of our early twenty-first century: Hierarchy: Elites and
Evictions Productivity: Over-investment and Abandonment Authority: Governance and Mobilisations
Volatility: Disruption and Adaptation Conflict: Vulnerability and Insurgency Provisionality:
Infrastructure and Incrementalism Mobility: Re-bordering and De-bordering Civility: Contestation
and Encounter Design: Speculation and Imagination This is a provocative, inter-disciplinary
handbook for all academics and researchers interested in contemporary urban studies.

the routledge handbook on cities of the global south: Global Urbanism Michele Lancione,
Colin McFarlane, 2021-06-21 Global Urbanism is an experimental examination of how urban
scholars and activists make sense of, and act upon, the foundational relationship between the
‘global’ and the ‘urban’. What does it mean to say that we live in a global-urban moment, and what
are its implications? Refusing all-encompassing answers, the book grounds this question, exploring
the plurality of understandings, definitions, and ways of researching global urbanism through the
lenses of varied contributors from different parts of the world. The contributors explore what global
urbanism means to them, in their context, from the ground and the struggles upon which they are
working and living. The book argues for an incremental, fragile and in-the-making emancipatory
urban thinking. The contributions provide the resources to help make sense of what global urbanism
is in its varieties, what’s at stake in it, how to research it, and what needs to change for more
progressive urban futures. It provides a heterodox set of approaches and theorisations to probe and
provoke rather than aiming to draw a line under a complex, changing and profoundly contested set
of global-urban processes. Global Urbanism is primarily intended for scholars and graduate students
in geography, sociology, planning, anthropology and the field of urban studies, for whom it will
provide an invaluable and up-to-date guide to current thinking across the range of disciplines and
practices which converge in the study of urbanism. Chapter 36 of this book is freely available as a
downloadable Open Access PDF under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 license available at
http://www.taylorfrancis.com/books/e/9780429259593

the routledge handbook on cities of the global south: The Urbanism of Exception Martin J.
Murray, 2017-03-10 This book challenges the conventional (modernist-inspired) understanding of
urbanization as a universal process tied to the ideal-typical model of the modern metropolis with its
origins in the grand Western experience of city-building. At the start of the twenty-first century, the
familiar idea of the 'city' - or 'urbanism' as we know it - has experienced such profound mutations in
both structure and form that the customary epistemological categories and prevailing conceptual
frameworks that predominate in conventional urban theory are no longer capable of explaining the
evolving patterns of city-making. Global urbanism has increasingly taken shape as vast, distended
city-regions, where urbanizing landscapes are increasingly fragmented into discontinuous
assemblages of enclosed enclaves characterized by global connectivity and concentrated wealth, on
the one side, and distressed zones of neglect and impoverishment, on the other. These emergent
patterns of what might be called enclave urbanism have gone hand-in-hand with the new modes of



urban governance, where the crystallization of privatized regulatory regimes has effectively shielded
wealthy enclaves from public oversight and interference.

the routledge handbook on cities of the global south: Feminist Politics,
Intersectionality and Knowledge Cultivation Radhika Govinda, 2025-02-11 In Feminist Politics,
Intersectionality and Knowledge Cultivation, Radhika Govinda engages with intersectionality - as
critical theory, as critical methodology and as critical pedagogy - to make sense of feminist politics
in India and beyond, and knowledge-making on feminist politics, as such. In doing so, she makes a
case for theory-making, conducting empirical research and classroom teaching to be understood as
integral parts of knowledge cultivation, each feeding into the other. Differently put, the book
encapsulates Govinda’s engagement, spanning fifteen years and four case studies, exploring what
insights an intersectional lens throws up, and how these insights complicate our understandings of
marginality, privilege and solidarity in the field of women'’s and gender studies, in feminist
classrooms, in women'’s and social movements, in particular NGO-led feminist activism, state-led
development initiatives and digital feminist campaigns, and in everyday social relations in rural and
urban spaces. Uncovering, interrogating and disrupting the politics of coloniality and feminist
complicity is an important running thread in the book. Through a reflexive account of her own
location and practice in the academy at the cusp of the global north and the global south, Govinda
highlights the importance of being attentive to intersectional positionality and to the contextual
specificities of engaging in feminist politics and knowledge-making in the age of global
neoliberalism.

the routledge handbook on cities of the global south: Introducing Urban Anthropology
Rivke Jaffe, Anouk de Koning, 2022-12-30 This book provides an up-to-date introduction to the
important field of urban anthropology. This is a critical area of study, as more than half of the
world’s population now lives in cities and anthropological research is increasingly done in an urban
context. Exploring contemporary anthropological approaches to the urban, the authors consider:
How can we define urban anthropology? What are the main themes of twenty-first-century urban
anthropological research? What are the possible future directions in the field? The chapters cover
topics such as urban mobilities, place-making and public space, production and consumption, and
politics and governance. These are illustrated by lively case studies drawn from urban settings
across the world. Accessible yet theoretically incisive, Introducing Urban Anthropology will be a
valuable resource for anthropology students and also for those working in urban studies and related
disciplines such as sociology and geography. The revised second edition includes updated theoretical
discussions and new ethnographic case studies. It features a new chapter on neoliberalism, austerity
and solidarity, and engages more extensively with digital transformations of urban life.

the routledge handbook on cities of the global south: Global Gentrifications Lees, Loretta,
Shin, Hyun Bang, Ernesto Lopez Morales, 2015-01-26 This comprehensive book uses a rich array of
case studies from cities in Asia, Latin America, Africa, Southern Europe, and beyond to highlight the
intensifying global struggle over urban space and underline gentrification as a growing and
important battleground in the contemporary world.

the routledge handbook on cities of the global south: African Cities Through Local Eyes
Giuseppe Faldi, Axel Fisher, Luisa Moretto, 2021-10-16 This book provides readers with a wide
overview of place-based planning and design experiments addressing such powerful transformations
in the African built environment. This continent is currently undergoing fast paced urban,
institutional and environmental changes, which have stimulated an increasing interest for
alternative architectural solutions, urban designs and comprehensive planning experiments. The
international and balanced array of the collected contributions explore emerging research concepts
for understanding urban and peri-urban processes in Africa, discuss bottom-up planning and design
practices, and present inspirational and innovative co-design methods and participatory tools for
steering such change through public spaces, sustainable services and infrastructures. The book is
intended for students, researchers, decision-makers and practitioners engaged in planning and
design for the built environment in Africa and the Global South at large.



the routledge handbook on cities of the global south: Seeing Like a City Ash Amin, Nigel
Thrift, 2017-01-09 Seeing like a city means recognizing that cities are living things made up of a
tangle of networks, built up from the agency of countless actors. Cities must not be considered as
expressions of larger paradigms or sites of human effort and organization alone. Within their
density, size and sprawl can be found a world of symbols, bodies, buildings, technologies and
infrastructures. It is the machine-like combination, interaction and confrontation of these different
elements that make a city. Such a view locates urban outcomes and influences in the character of
these networks, which together power urban life, allocating resources, shaping social opportunities,
maintaining order and simply enabling life. More than the silent stage on which other powers
perform, such networks represent the essence of the city. They also form an important political
project, a politics of small interventions with large effects. The increasing evidence for an
Anthropocene bears out the way in which humanity has stamped its footprint on the planet by
constructing urban forms that act as systems for directing life in ways that create both immense
power and immense constraint.

the routledge handbook on cities of the global south: The Wiley-Blackwell Encyclopedia
of Urban and Regional Studies Anthony M. Orum, 2019-04-15 Provides comprehensive coverage
of major topics in urban and regional studies Under the guidance of Editor-in-Chief Anthony Orum,
this definitive reference work covers central and emergent topics in the field, through an
examination of urban and regional conditions and variation across the world. It also provides
authoritative entries on the main conceptual tools used by anthropologists, sociologists,
geographers, and political scientists in the study of cities and regions. Among such concepts are
those of place and space; geographical regions; the nature of power and politics in cities; urban
culture; and many others. The Wiley Blackwell Encyclopedia of Urban and Regional Studies captures
the character of complex urban and regional dynamics across the globe, including timely entries on
Latin America, Africa, India and China. At the same time, it contains illuminating entries on some of
the current concepts that seek to grasp the essence of the global world today, such as those of
Friedmann and Sassen on ‘global cities’. It also includes discussions of recent economic writings on
cities and regions such as those of Richard Florida. Comprised of over 450 entries on the most
important topics and from a range of theoretical perspectives Features authoritative entries on
topics ranging from gender and the city to biographical profiles of figures like Frank Lloyd Wright
Takes a global perspective with entries providing coverage of Latin America and Africa, India and
China, and, the US and Europe Includes biographies of central figures in urban and regional studies,
such as Doreen Massey, Peter Hall, Neil Smith, and Henri Lefebvre The Wiley Blackwell
Encyclopedia of Urban and Regional Studies is an indispensable reference for students and
researchers in urban and regional studies, urban sociology, urban geography, and urban
anthropology.

the routledge handbook on cities of the global south: Dancing Youth Sandra Kurfirst,
2021-10-01 Breaking, popping, locking, waacking, and hip-hop dance are practiced widely in
contemporary Vietnam. Considering the dance practices in the larger context of post-socialist
transformation, urban restructuring, and changing gender relations, Sandra Kurfiirst examines
youth's aspirations and desires embodied in dance. Drawing on a rich and diverse range of
qualitative data, including interviews, sensory and digital ethnography, she shows how dancers
confront social and gender norms while following their passion. As a contribution to area and global
studies, the book illuminates the translocal spatialities of hip hop, produced through the circulation
of objects and the movement of people.

the routledge handbook on cities of the global south: Urban Informality Ahmed M.
Soliman, 2021-04-26 This professional book introduces an analytical framework of urban informality
perspectives in the Middle East that is aligned with the Global South. The context of Egypt,
Lebanon, and Jordan—in the Middle East— is the transregional focus of this book. In these contexts,
the book opens a new arena of academic discussion on the theory and practice of urban informality.
Urban Informality: Experiences and Urban Sustainability Transitions in Middle East Cities questions



urban informality, as a site of transitions, interrelated and interlinked with urban sustainability
transitions in speedy changes in a given environment. The book presents ‘urban informality
sustainability transitions’ regarding resilience and adaptability that require shifts in urban systems.
Shifts from a static process to a dynamic process that eradicates the fragmentation between the
tensions, anxieties, and pressures of four modes of production, reproduction, consumptions, and
distribution of goods and services in the city and its practices. Finally, through eleven chapters, the
concluding remarks explore to what extent and how can urban informality transitions be sustainable.

the routledge handbook on cities of the global south: Livability and Sustainability of
Urbanism Bagoes Wiryomartono, 2019-07-09 This book is a fascinating, wide-reaching
interdisciplinary examination of urbanism in the context of humanities and social sciences research,
comprising cutting-edge theoretical and empirical investigations of urban livability and
sustainability. Urban livability is explored as a phenomenon of happenings that gather people,
things, and domains in the specific spatiotemporal context of the city; this context is the life-world of
urbanism. Meanwhile, sustainability is conceived of as the capacity of urbanism that enables people
to cultivate their sociocultural and economic existence and development without the depletion of
their current resources in the future. In this study, phenomenology is uniquely incorporated as a way
of seeing things according to their presence in space and time.

the routledge handbook on cities of the global south: Urban Theory John Rennie Short,
2017-08-24 This wide-ranging and state-of-the-art new edition reviews the classic contributions to
understanding modern and post-modern cities, and is comprehensively updated to take account of
the issues and concepts at stake in 21st century urban theory.

the routledge handbook on cities of the global south: Reimagining Urban Planning in
Africa Patrick Brandful Cobbinah, Eric Gaisie, 2023-12-21 A multi-disciplinary examination of urban
planning in Africa, exploring its history, and advocating for new approaches.
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