the blue and brown books ludwig wittgenstein

The Blue and Brown Books Ludwig Wittgenstein: A Deep Dive into His Philosophical Transition

the blue and brown books ludwig wittgenstein mark a pivotal moment in the development of one of the
20th century’s most influential philosophers. These texts, often overshadowed by Wittgenstein’s more
famous works like the Tractatus Logico-Philosophicus and Philosophical Investigations, provide a fascinating
insight into his evolving thoughts on language, meaning, and philosophy itself. For students of philosophy,
linguistics, or anyone curious about the trajectory of analytic philosophy, the Blue and Brown Books offer a

unique window into Wittgenstein’s intellectual transformation.

The Origin and Context of the Blue and Brown Books

Before delving into the content of the Blue and Brown Books, it’s important to understand their
background. These texts were based on Wittgenstein’s informal lectures delivered to his students in
Cambridge during the mid to late 1930s. Unlike his earlier, highly structured work, the Tractatus, these

books capture a more conversational and exploratory style of philosophy.

Why Blue and Brown?

The names “Blue” and “Brown” simply come from the color of the covers of the original manuscripts or
typescripts. They weren’t formally published by Wittgenstein himself but were later compiled and
released posthumously by his students and editors. Despite this, they have become essential reading for

those who want to trace the development of Wittgenstein’s later philosophy.

Philosophical Context

The Blue and Brown Books sit at the crossroads between Wittgenstein’s early and later philosophies. The
early Wittgenstein, as expressed in the Tractatus, was obsessed with the idea that language mirrors reality
through a logical structure. By contrast, the later Wittgenstein, whose ideas are more fully fleshed out in
the Philosophical Investigations, emphasizes the use of language in everyday life and the concept of

“language games.”

The Blue and Brown Books capture this transition beautifully, offering a glimpse into Wittgenstein’s
growing skepticism about the possibility of a perfect, logical language and his turn towards ordinary

language philosophy.



Key Themes Explored in the Blue and Brown Books

Reading the Blue and Brown Books reveals several recurring themes that highlight Wittgenstein’s

philosophical concerns during this period.

The Nature of Meaning

One of the most significant shifts in Wittgenstein’s thinking involves the concept of meaning. In the Blue
and Brown Books, he challenges the idea that meanings are fixed mental objects or definitions. Instead,
Wittgenstein suggests that meaning is derived from use — how words function within particular contexts

or “language games.”

This idea was revolutionary because it moved philosophy away from abstract theorizing about language
and toward an examination of how language operates in real life. The phrase “meaning is use” stems from

this period, laying the groundwork for later developments in linguistic philosophy.

Language Games and Forms of Life

Integral to Wittgenstein’s new approach is the notion of “language games.” He argues that language is not a
monolithic entity but a collection of diverse activities governed by different rules. Just as games have

different sets of rules, so do different language practices.

In these texts, Wittgenstein invites readers to consider how language is embedded in “forms of life,” the
cultural and social contexts that shape our communication. This insight helps explain why
misunderstandings occur and why philosophical problems often arise from misapplying language outside its

normal context.

The Critique of Private Language

Another critical topic that emerges in the Blue and Brown Books is Wittgenstein’s skepticism about the
possibility of a “private language.” He argues that a language understandable by only a single individual,
detached from public criteria of correctness, is incoherent. This challenges traditional ideas about inner

mental experience and how it relates to linguistic expression.



Why the Blue and Brown Books Matter Today

The influence of the Blue and Brown Books extends beyond philosophy classrooms. Their fresh approach to
language and meaning has had a lasting impact on various fields, including linguistics, cognitive science,

literary theory, and even artificial intelligence.

Influence on Ordinary Language Philosophy

Wittgenstein’s turn toward ordinary language philosophy inspired later philosophers such as J.L. Austin
and Gilbert Ryle. These thinkers embraced the idea that philosophical problems often dissolve when we

examine the ordinary use of language rather than constructing abstract theories.

Applications in Linguistics and Communication

The emphasis on language games and context has helped shape modern pragmatics and discourse analysis.
Understanding how meaning depends on social activity and context is crucial for effective communication,

translation, and cross-cultural interaction.

Relevance to Cognitive Science and Al

In cognitive science and artificial intelligence, Wittgenstein’s insights highlight the complexities of natural
language understanding. The recognition that meaning arises from use challenges simplistic models of

language processing and encourages the development of more nuanced approaches.

Tips for Reading and Understanding the Blue and Brown Books

Approaching Wittgenstein’s Blue and Brown Books can be both rewarding and challenging. Here are some

practical tips to get the most out of these texts:
¢ Read Slowly and Reflectively: Wittgenstein’s style is often conversational but dense. Take your time
to ponder each paragraph and how the ideas connect.

¢ Keep a Notebook: Jot down questions, examples, or personal observations that arise as you read. This

active engagement helps deepen understanding.



e Compare with Other Works: Situate the Blue and Brown Books within Wittgenstein’s broader
corpus. Noticing how ideas evolve between the Tractatus, these books, and Philosophical

Investigations enriches your grasp of his philosophy.

e Discuss with Others: Philosophy thrives in dialogue. Join study groups or online forums where you

can explore different interpretations and applications.

¢ Use Secondary Sources: Many scholars have written accessible commentaries on these texts. They

can clarify difficult passages and provide historical context.

Exploring the Style and Structure of the Blue and Brown Books

Unlike his earlier work, Wittgenstein adopts a more informal and experimental style in these lectures. The
prose is less about rigorous argumentation and more about provoking thought and encouraging self-
questioning. This approach can be refreshing, as it feels like engaging in a philosophical conversation rather

than reading a dense treatise.

The structure of the Blue and Brown Books is somewhat loose, reflecting their origins as lecture notes
rather than polished essays. This makes them feel approachable but also requires readers to piece together

Wittgenstein’s evolving ideas actively.

The Role of Examples in Wittgenstein’s Teaching

Wittgenstein famously used everyday examples throughout these writings to illustrate complex
philosophical points. Whether discussing the meaning of “pain” or the use of “game,” these examples

ground abstract concepts in familiar experiences, making the philosophy tangible.

Legacy and Continuing Debates

The blue and brown books ludwig wittgenstein left behind continue to inspire lively debate among
scholars and enthusiasts. Some view them as indispensable stepping stones to Wittgenstein’s later
masterpieces, while others argue for their independent philosophical value. Their unfinished, exploratory

nature invites readers to join Wittgenstein in the ongoing task of clarifying thought and language.

Whether you are a seasoned philosopher or a curious newcomer, engaging with the Blue and Brown

Books opens a door to understanding one of the most profound shifts in 20th-century philosophy. They



remind us that language is not just a tool for communication but a living, dynamic part of human life that

shapes how we see and interact with the world.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the Blue and Brown Books by Ludwig Wittgenstein?

The Blue and Brown Books are a series of lecture notes dictated by Ludwig Wittgenstein to his students in
the early 1930s. They serve as preliminary studies for his later philosophical work, particularly the

"Philosophical Investigations."

Why are they called the Blue and Brown Books?

They are called the Blue and Brown Books because the original manuscripts were bound in blue and

brown covers respectively, which distinguished the two sets of notes.

What is the main focus of the Blue and Brown Books?

The Blue and Brown Books focus on Wittgenstein's later philosophy, especially his ideas about language,

meaning, and the use of ordinary language as a tool for understanding philosophical problems.

How do the Blue and Brown Books relate to Wittgenstein's earlier work,
the Tractatus Logico-Philosophicus?

The Blue and Brown Books mark a shift from Wittgenstein's earlier work in the Tractatus, moving away
from a strict logical structure of language to a more use-based, pragmatic understanding of language games

and meaning.

Are the Blue and Brown Books considered official publications?

No, the Blue and Brown Books were not formally published by Wittgenstein himself. They were
compiled from notes dictated to his students and published posthumously, serving as important

complements to his official works.

‘What philosophical themes are explored in the Blue and Brown Books?

They explore themes such as language games, rule-following, private language, meaning as use, and the

critique of traditional philosophical problems as misunderstandings of language.



How influential are the Blue and Brown Books in contemporary
philosophy?

The Blue and Brown Books are highly influential, as they provide insights into Wittgenstein's later
thought and have shaped discussions in philosophy of language, mind, and epistemology.

Can the Blue and Brown Books be read independently from
Wittgenstein's other works?

Yes, they can be read independently and are often recommended as an accessible introduction to

Wittgenstein's later philosophy, though familiarity with his earlier work can enhance understanding.

Where can one access the Blue and Brown Books by Wittgenstein?

The Blue and Brown Books are widely available in print and digital formats through academic publishers

and libraries, often included in collections of Wittgenstein's writings.

‘What is the significance of the Blue and Brown Books in understanding
Wittgenstein’s concept of 'language games'?

The Blue and Brown Books introduce and develop the concept of 'language games," highlighting how
meaning arises from the varied and context-dependent uses of language, which is central to Wittgenstein’s

later philosophy.

Additional Resources

**Exploring The Blue and Brown Books Ludwig Wittgenstein: Foundations of Philosophical Inquiry**

the blue and brown books ludwig wittgenstein represent a pivotal phase in the evolution of Wittgenstein’s
philosophical thought. These texts, often considered preparatory notes for his later magnum opus,
"Philosophical Investigations," provide invaluable insight into his transition from the early analytic
philosophy of the *Tractatus Logico-Philosophicus* to a more nuanced, language-focused approach. For
scholars, students, and enthusiasts of philosophy, understanding the content and significance of the Blue and

Brown Books is essential to grasp the trajectory of 20th-century analytic philosophy.

Historical and Philosophical Context

The Blue and Brown Books are lecture notes compiled by Wittgenstein’s students during his teaching

period at Cambridge University in the 1930s. Unlike Wittgenstein’s formally published works, these books



capture informal discourses, conversations, and reflections. The "Blue Book," named after its blue cover, was
compiled first, followed by the "Brown Book," each offering a progressive development of Wittgenstein’s

ideas.

These texts mark a clear departure from the rigid logical structure of the *Tractatus* Wittgenstein in these
notes begins to question the nature of language, meaning, and understanding. His focus shifts towards
ordinary language use, contextual meaning, and the pragmatic aspects that underlie linguistic

communication.

Philosophical Themes in The Blue and Brown Books

Language as a Tool

One of the core themes in the Blue and Brown Books Ludwig Wittgenstein explores is the concept of
language not as a fixed symbolic system but as a tool used in diverse forms of life. He introduces the idea
that words derive meaning from their use within social contexts, a principle that later became foundational

in ordinary language philosophy.

This perspective challenges the notion that language has a rigid, one-to-one correspondence with
reality—an idea prevalent in early analytic philosophy. Instead, Wittgenstein emphasizes the fluidity of

language, illustrating how meaning is not inherent but emerges through practical engagement.

Rule-Following and Meaning

Wittgenstein’s reflections on rule-following in these texts foreshadow later, more detailed discussions. He
probes how individuals understand and apply rules, questioning whether such understanding can be
private or must be inherently communal. This inquiry into the nature of meaning and interpretation has

profound implications for epistemology and philosophy of mind.

The exploration of rule-following also ties into his skepticism about private language: the idea that a
language understandable by only a single individual is incoherent. These arguments in the Blue and

Brown Books set the stage for Wittgenstein’s more mature discussions on language-games and forms of life.

The Critique of Private Language

Embedded within the Blue and Brown Books is an early articulation of Wittgenstein’s critique of private



language—a language that refers to sensations or experiences accessible only to the individual speaker.
Wittgenstein challenges the coherence of private language by highlighting the social nature of linguistic

practices.

This critique undermines certain epistemological positions that rely heavily on introspective access to

meaning and promotes a more communal understanding of language and knowledge.

The Blue and Brown Books vs. Philosophical Investigations

While the Blue and Brown Books are often overshadowed by Wittgenstein’s later work, they are crucial
for comprehending the development of his thought. Compared to the *Philosophical Investigations*, these
earlier notes are more exploratory and less polished but more accessible for readers beginning to engage

with Wittgenstein.

e Format and Style: The Blue and Brown Books are conversational in tone, consisting of dialogues,
examples, and questions. In contrast, *Philosophical Investigations* adopts a more aphoristic and

fragmented style.

¢ Conceptual Development: Many ideas introduced in the Blue and Brown Books are refined and

expanded upon in the *Investigations*, such as language-games and family resemblance.

¢ Accessibility: For readers new to Wittgenstein, these books serve as a more approachable

introduction to his later philosophy.

Impact and Influence in Contemporary Philosophy

The Blue and Brown Books Ludwig Wittgenstein authored—or rather, that were compiled from his
lectures—have had a lasting impact on analytic philosophy, linguistics, cognitive science, and related
disciplines. They helped catalyze the ordinary language philosophy movement, influencing figures such as
J.L. Austin and Gilbert Ryle.

In cognitive science, Wittgenstein’s emphasis on context and pragmatics has informed debates on semantics
and the nature of mental representation. Philosophers studying meaning, interpretation, and

communication continue to revisit these texts to trace the genealogy of contemporary ideas.



Relevance to Modern Interpretations of Language

The shift from viewing language as a static code to understanding it as a dynamic, context-dependent tool
has resonated beyond philosophy. In artificial intelligence and computational linguistics, Wittgenstein’s

insights suggest the limitations of purely symbolic systems and the necessity of contextual learning.

Moreover, the Blue and Brown Books’ exploration of how meaning is constructed socially aligns with

sociolinguistics and pragmatics, disciplines that analyze language use in real-world settings.

Critical Appraisals and Limitations

Despite their significance, the Blue and Brown Books have faced criticism on several fronts. Some scholars
argue that, as lecture notes, they lack the rigor and clarity of Wittgenstein’s formal publications. The
unpolished style may lead to interpretive ambiguities, causing debates about the precise intent behind

certain passages.

Additionally, the evolving nature of Wittgenstein’s philosophy means that some ideas in these books were

later revised or abandoned, which can confuse readers seeking definitive positions.

Nevertheless, these limitations are often viewed as strengths by others, as they reveal the philosopher’s

thought process in flux, providing a richer, more nuanced understanding of his intellectual journey.

How to Approach Reading The Blue and Brown Books

For those interested in engaging with these texts, it is advisable to:
1. Begin with secondary literature that contextualizes Wittgenstein’s transition from the *Tractatus® to
the *Philosophical Investigations*.
2. Read the Blue and Brown Books in tandem to observe the progression of key concepts.
3. Focus on the examples Wittgenstein uses, as they illustrate abstract points in everyday language.

4. Keep in mind that these are exploratory notes rather than finished treatises, allowing space for

interpretive flexibility.



This approach can maximize comprehension and appreciation of Wittgenstein’s profound yet often elusive

insights.

The Blue and Brown Books Ludwig Wittgenstein left behind are more than historical curiosities; they are
living documents that continue to shape contemporary thought on language, meaning, and philosophy.
Their role as a bridge between Wittgenstein’s early and late philosophy makes them indispensable for

anyone seeking to understand the complexities of linguistic analysis and the philosophy of mind.

The Blue And Brown Books Ludwig Wittgenstein

the blue and brown books ludwig wittgenstein: The Blue and Brown Books Ludwig
Wittgenstein, 1965-01-01 These works, as the sub-title makes clear, are unfinished sketches for
Philosophical Investigations, possibly the most important and influential philosophical work of
modern times. The 'Blue Book' is a set of notes dictated to Witgenstein's Cambridge students in
1933-1934: the 'Brown Book' was a draft for what eventually became the growth of the first part of
Philosophical Investigations. This book reveals the germination and growth of the ideas which found
their final expression in Witgenstein's later work. It is indispensable therefore to students of
Witgenstein's thought and to all those who wish to study at first-hand the mental processes of a
thinker who fundamentally changed the course of modern philosophy.

the blue and brown books ludwig wittgenstein: The Blue Book and the Brown Book
Ludwig Wittgenstein, 1934

the blue and brown books ludwig wittgenstein: The Blue and Brown Books Ludwig
Wittgenstein, Peter Docherty, 1991-01-08 These works, as the sub-title makes clear, are unfinished
sketches for Philosophical Investigations, possibly the most important and influential philosophical
work of modern times. The 'Blue Book' is a set of notes dictated to Witgenstein's Cambridge students
in 1933-1934: the 'Brown Book' was a draft for what eventually became the growth of the first part
of Philosophical Investigations. This book reveals the germination and growth of the ideas which
found their final expression in Witgenstein's later work. It is indispensable therefore to students of
Witgenstein's thought and to all those who wish to study at first-hand the mental processes of a
thinker who fundamentally changed the course of modern philosophy.

the blue and brown books ludwig wittgenstein: Preliminary Studies for the
"Philosophical Investigations" Ludwig Wittgenstein, 1958 Lectures by a 20th century philosopher
at Cambridge University, comprising preliminary studies for his later work, Philosophical
investigations.

the blue and brown books ludwig wittgenstein: The Blue and Brown Books Ludwig J.].
Wittgenstein, 1969

the blue and brown books ludwig wittgenstein: The blue and brown books Ludwig
Wittgenstein, 1964

the blue and brown books ludwig wittgenstein: Preliminary Studies for the "Philosophical
Investigations" Generally Known as the Blue and Brown Books, by Ludwig Wittgenstein Ludwig
Wittgenstein, R. Rhees, 1958

the blue and brown books ludwig wittgenstein: The Blue and Brown Books Ludwig Josef
Johann Wittgenstein, 1994-01-01

the blue and brown books ludwig wittgenstein: Works Ludwig Wittgenstein, 1960



https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-162/the-blue-and-brown-books-ludwig-wittgenstein.pdf

the blue and brown books ludwig wittgenstein: The Collected Works of Ludwig
Wittgenstein. The Blue and Brown Books Ludwig Wittgenstein, 1998 The Past Masters Collected
Works of Ludwig Wittgenstein database comprises the English language translations of the
Wittgenstein corpus as published by Basil Blackwell in Oxford.

the blue and brown books ludwig wittgenstein: Readings in the Philosophy of Language
Peter Ludlow, 1997 A central theme of this collection is that the philosophy of language, at least a
core portion of it, has matured to the point where it is now being spun off into linguistic theory.

the blue and brown books ludwig wittgenstein: Generally Known as the Blue and Brown
Bookss Ludwig Wittegenstein, 1965

the blue and brown books ludwig wittgenstein: The Arrow and the Point Guido Bonino,
2013-05-02 The book aims at a comprehensive account of the relationship between Wittgenstein’s
Tractatus Logico-Philosophicus and Russell’s philosophy as it developed between 1903 and 1918.
The focus is on the central nucleus of the Tractatus, i.e., on its ontology and the picture theory of
language. On Russell’s side, the multiple-relation theory of judgment has been chosen as the leading
theme around which the presentation of several other issues is organized. Whereas the similarity
between Russell’s and Wittgenstein’s problems is pointed out, the deep difference between their
solutions is acknowledged, in particular with reference to the opposition between objects and names
on the one hand, and facts and propositions on the other.

the blue and brown books ludwig wittgenstein: Tractatus in Context James C. Klagge,
2021-10-01 Ludwig Wittgenstein’s brief Tractatus Logico-Philosophicus (1922) is one of the most
important philosophical works of the twentieth century, yet it offers little orientation for the reader.
The first-time reader is left wondering what it could be about, and the scholar is left with little
guidance for interpretation. In Tractatus in Context, James C. Klagge presents the vital background
necessary for appreciating Wittgenstein’s gnomic masterpiece. Tractatus in Context contains the
early reactions to the Tractatus, including the initial reviews written in 1922-1924. And while we
can’t talk with Wittgenstein, we can do the next best thing—hear what he had to say about the
Tractatus. Klagge thus presents what Wittgenstein thought about germane issues leading up to his
writing the book, in discussions and correspondence with others about his ideas, and what he had to
say about the Tractatus after it was written—in letters, lectures and conversations. It offers, you
might say, Wittgenstein’s own commentary on the book. Key Features: Illuminates what is at stake
in the Tractatus, by providing the views of others that engaged Wittgenstein as he was writing it.
Includes Wittgenstein's earlier thoughts on ideas in the book as recorded in his notebooks, letters,
and conversations as well as his later, retrospective comments on those ideas. Draws on new or
little-known sources, such as Wittgenstein’s coded notebooks, Hermine’s notes, Frege’s letters,
Hansel’s diary, Ramsey’s notes, and Skinner’s dictations. Draws connections between the
background context and specific passages in the Tractatus, using a proposition-by-proposition
commentary.

the blue and brown books ludwig wittgenstein: Must We Mean What We Say? Stanley
Cavell, 2015-10-06 In this classic collection of wide-ranging and interdisciplinary essays, Stanley
Cavell explores a remarkably broad range of philosophical issues from politics and ethics to the arts
and philosophy. The essays explore issues as diverse as the opposing approaches of 'analytic' and
'‘Continental' philosophy, modernism, Wittgenstein, abstract expressionism and Schoenberg,
Shakespeare on human needs, the difficulties of authorship, Kierkegaard and post-Enlightenment
religion. Presented in a fresh twenty-first century series livery, and including a specially
commissioned preface, written by Stephen Mulhall, illuminating its continuing importance and
relevance to philosophical enquiry, this influential work is now available for a new generation of
readers.

the blue and brown books ludwig wittgenstein: Speech Acts in Literature Joseph Hillis
Miller, 2001 This book demonstrates the presence of literature within speech act theory and the
utility of speech act theory in reading literary works. Though the founding text of speech act theory,
J. L. Austin's How to Do Things with Words, repeatedly expels literature from the domain of



felicitous speech acts, literature is an indispensable presence within Austin's book. It contains many
literary references but also uses as essential tools literary devices of its own: imaginary stories that
serve as examples and imaginary dialogues that forestall potential objections. How to Do Things
with Words is not the triumphant establishment of a fully elaborated theory of speech acts, but the
story of a failure to do that, the story of what Austin calls a bogging down. After an introductory
chapter that explores Austin's book in detail, the two following chapters show how Jacques Derrida
and Paul de Man in different ways challenge Austin's speech act theory generally and his expulsion
of literature specifically. Derrida shows that literature cannot be expelled from speech acts[Jrather
that what he calls iterability means that any speech act may be literature. De Man asserts that
speech act theory involves a radical dissociation between the cognitive and positing dimensions of
language, what Austin calls language's constative and performative aspects. Both Derrida and de
Man elaborate new speech act theories that form the basis of new notions of responsible and
effective politico-ethical decision and action. The fourth chapter explores the role of strong emotion
in effective speech acts through a discussion of passages in Derrida, Wittgenstein, and Austin. The
final chapter demonstrates, through close readings of three passages in Proust, the way speech act
theory can be employed in an illuminating way in the accurate reading of literary works.

the blue and brown books ludwig wittgenstein: Translating Science David C. Wright,
2021-12-28 How did the Chinese in the 19th century deal with the enormous influx of Western
science? What were the patterns behind this watershed in Chinese intellectual history? This work
deals with those responsible for the translation of science, the major issues they were confronted
with, and their struggles; the Chinese translators’ views of its overpowering influence on, and
interaction with their own great tradition, those of the missionary-translators who used natural
theology to propagate the Gospel, and those of John Fryer, a ‘secular missionary’, who founded the
Shanghai Polytechnic and edited the Chinese Scientific Magazine. With due attention for the
techniques of translation, the formation of new terms, the mechanisms behind the ‘struggle for
survival’ between the, in this case, chemical terms, all amply illustrated at the hand of original texts.
The final chapter charts the intellectual influence of Western science, the role of the scientific
metaphor in political discourse, and the translation of science from a collection of mere ‘techniques’
to a source of political inspiration.

the blue and brown books ludwig wittgenstein: Routledge Revivals: Pandora and Occam
(1992) Horst Ruthrof, 2017-03-16 First published in 1992, this book evokes Pandora and Occam as
metaphoric corner posts in an argument about language as discourse and in doing so, brings
analytic philosophy to bear on issues of Continental philosophy, with attention to linguistic,
semiological, and semiotic concerns. Instead of regarding meanings as guaranteed by definitions,
the author argues that linguistic expressions are schemata directing us more or less loosely toward
the activation of nonlinguistic sign systems. Ruthrof draws up a heuristic hierarchy of discourses,
with literary expression at the top, descending through communication-reduced reference and
speech acts to formal logic and digital communication at the bottom. The book offers multiple
perspectives from which to review traditional theories of meaning, working from a wide variety of
theorists, including Peirce, Frege, Husserl, Derrida, Lyotard, Davidson, and Searle. In Ruthrof’s
analysis, Pandora and Occam illustrate the opposition between the suppressed rich materiality of
culturally saturated discourse and the stark ideality of formal sign systems. This book will be of
interest to those studying linguistics, literature and philosophy.

the blue and brown books ludwig wittgenstein: Translating Science David Wright, 2000
This fascinating, richly-illustrated account of the translation of Western science - particularly
chemistry - into late nineteenth-century China provides new insights both into the lives of the
Chinese and foreign translators and into the processes and influences of science translation.

the blue and brown books ludwig wittgenstein: The Textual Genesis of Wittgenstein’s
Philosophical Investigations Nuno Venturinha, 2013-09-11 Sixty years after its first edition, there
is an increasing consensus among scholars that the work posthumously published as Philosophical
Investigations represents something that is far from a complete picture of Wittgenstein’'s second



book project. G.H. von Wright’s seminal research on the Nachlass was an important contribution in
this direction, showing that the Wittgenstein papers can reveal much more than the source of
specific remarks. This book specifically explores Wittgenstein’s Philosophical Investigations from the
different angles of its originary conceptions, including the mathematical texts, shedding new light on
fundamental issues in twentieth century and contemporary philosophy. Leading authorities in the
field focus on newly published or hitherto unpublished sources for the interpretation of
Wittgenstein’s later work and a Wittgenstein typescript, translated for the first time into English, is
included as an appendix.
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