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**A Short History of Iraq from 636 to the Present**

short history of iraq from 636 to the present reveals a land that has been at the
crossroads of civilizations, empires, and religions for over a millennium. From the moment
Arab Muslim forces first entered the region in the 7th century to contemporary times, Iraq
has experienced dramatic shifts in political power, culture, and social structure.
Understanding this journey offers insight into the complexities of modern Iraq and its role in
regional and global affairs.

The Arab Conquest and the Rise of Islamic Rule
(636–1258)

The story of Iraq as an Islamic heartland begins in 636 AD when the Rashidun Caliphate,
under the leadership of Caliph Umar ibn al-Khattab, defeated the Sassanian Empire in the
Battle of al-Qadisiyyah. This marked the end of Persian dominance and the beginning of
Arab-Muslim rule over Mesopotamia, the land between the Tigris and Euphrates rivers.

The Establishment of Baghdad and the Abbasid
Caliphate

In 750 AD, the Abbasid dynasty overthrew the Umayyad Caliphate and established Baghdad
as their capital in 762 AD. Baghdad quickly grew into a global center of learning, trade, and
culture during the Islamic Golden Age. Scholars, scientists, and philosophers gathered here,
contributing to advances in mathematics, medicine, astronomy, and literature. This era
cemented Iraq’s importance in the Islamic world and the broader medieval world.

The Mongol Invasion and the Fall of Baghdad

The prosperity of Abbasid Baghdad came to a devastating end in 1258 when the Mongols,
led by Hulagu Khan, sacked the city. This brutal invasion resulted in widespread
destruction, the death of the last Abbasid caliph, and significant disruption to the region’s
social and economic life. The Mongol invasion marked a turning point, leading to centuries
of political fragmentation and foreign domination.

Ottoman Rule and the Modernization Era



(1534–1918)

After a period of instability and rule by various local powers, the Ottoman Empire
incorporated Iraq into its territories in 1534. Ottoman rule lasted for nearly four centuries,
during which Iraq was divided into three provinces: Basra, Baghdad, and Mosul.

Challenges under Ottoman Control

The Ottomans struggled to exert tight control over Iraq, which was often a frontier zone
subject to tribal rebellions and external threats. Despite this, the empire invested in
infrastructure projects such as canal building to support agriculture. However, Iraq
remained largely underdeveloped and peripheral within the Ottoman system.

The Impact of World War I

World War I was a pivotal moment for Iraq’s future. British forces, allied with Arab
nationalists, defeated the Ottomans in Mesopotamia by 1917. The 1916 Sykes-Picot
Agreement between Britain and France had already divided the Middle East into spheres of
influence, and after the war, Iraq came under British Mandate according to the League of
Nations.

The Path to Independence and the Monarchy
(1920–1958)

Iraq’s modern national identity began to take shape under British control. The British
installed King Faisal I, a Hashemite prince, as monarch in 1921, hoping to balance tribal,
ethnic, and religious factions. The Kingdom of Iraq was officially established in 1932,
gaining formal independence, though British influence lingered.

Political Turmoil and Social Change

Throughout the monarchy period, Iraq grappled with nationalist movements, Kurdish
demands for autonomy, and the tensions between Sunni, Shia, and minority communities.
Oil discoveries in the 1920s and 1930s transformed Iraq’s economy but also attracted
foreign interests and internal conflicts over resource control.

The Republic and the Era of Coups (1958–1979)

The monarchy came to an abrupt end in 1958 when a military coup led by General Abdul



Karim Qasim overthrew King Faisal II. This ushered in a republic, but Iraq’s modern history
quickly became marked by political instability.

Rise of the Ba’ath Party

In 1968, the Ba’ath Party seized power, promoting Arab nationalism and socialism. Saddam
Hussein emerged as a powerful figure within the party, eventually becoming president in
1979. His rule was characterized by authoritarianism, modernization efforts, and brutal
repression of opposition.

Iraq under Saddam Hussein (1979–2003)

Saddam’s era is one of the most defining chapters in Iraq’s recent history. His ambitions led
to several conflicts that shaped the country’s trajectory.

The Iran-Iraq War

From 1980 to 1988, Iraq fought a devastating war against neighboring Iran. The conflict
resulted in massive casualties and economic hardship without clear victory for either side.
Saddam’s regime used the war to consolidate power internally but left Iraq weakened.

The Gulf War and International Sanctions

In 1990, Saddam invaded Kuwait, triggering the Gulf War led by a US-coalition that expelled
Iraqi forces in 1991. The aftermath included severe UN sanctions, crippling Iraq’s economy
and infrastructure throughout the 1990s.

The 2003 Invasion and Post-Saddam Iraq

The US-led invasion in 2003 toppled Saddam Hussein’s regime, marking a profound turning
point for Iraq. The invasion was justified by allegations of weapons of mass destruction and
ties to terrorism, but it also unleashed long-term challenges.

Occupation, Insurgency, and Sectarian Conflict

Following Saddam’s fall, Iraq descended into chaos with insurgency groups, sectarian
violence between Sunni and Shia factions, and the rise of extremist organizations like ISIS.
The US and allied forces remained engaged for years, attempting to stabilize the country
through military and political means.



Political Reconstruction and Challenges

Iraq’s new political system aimed to be democratic, but it has faced numerous obstacles
including corruption, ethnic divisions, economic struggles, and the ongoing threat of
militant groups. Kurdish regions in the north have pursued autonomy, while southern Shia
areas gained political influence.

Iraq in the 21st Century: Resilience and Hopes for
Stability

Despite decades of conflict and hardship, Iraq continues to rebuild and redefine itself. The
defeat of ISIS in recent years has opened opportunities for reconstruction and
reconciliation, but the road remains complex.

Economic and Social Developments

Iraq’s vast oil reserves remain the backbone of its economy, though diversification and
infrastructure development are critical goals. Efforts to improve education, healthcare, and
governance face hurdles but are vital for long-term stability.

Regional and Global Relations

Iraq occupies a strategic position in the Middle East, balancing relations with neighbors like
Iran, Turkey, and Saudi Arabia, as well as global powers. Its future will depend on
navigating these geopolitical dynamics while addressing internal demands for justice and
unity.

---

The short history of Iraq from 636 to the present is a testament to resilience amid turmoil, a
land where ancient civilizations met modern challenges. From the establishment of
Baghdad as a beacon of knowledge to the upheavals of recent decades, Iraq’s story
continues to unfold with profound significance for its people and the world.

Frequently Asked Questions

What significant event marked the beginning of Islamic
rule in Iraq around 636 AD?
The Battle of Qadisiyyah in 636 AD marked the beginning of Islamic rule in Iraq, where Arab
Muslim forces defeated the Sassanian Empire, leading to the incorporation of Iraq into the



Rashidun Caliphate.

How did the Abbasid Caliphate impact Iraq's historical
development?
The Abbasid Caliphate, established in 750 AD with Baghdad as its capital, transformed Iraq
into a major political, cultural, and intellectual center during the Islamic Golden Age,
fostering advancements in science, philosophy, and the arts.

What were the consequences of Ottoman rule in Iraq
from the 16th century to World War I?
Under Ottoman rule from the 16th century until World War I, Iraq experienced
administrative reorganization and relative stability but also faced neglect and economic
decline, setting the stage for British intervention after the war.

How did British colonialism influence Iraq in the early
20th century?
Following World War I, the British established a mandate over Iraq, creating the Kingdom of
Iraq in 1921, which introduced new political structures but also sparked nationalist
movements seeking independence, achieved in 1932.

What major events shaped Iraq's modern history from
the late 20th century to the present?
Iraq's modern history has been shaped by events including the Ba'ath Party's rise to power,
Saddam Hussein's dictatorship, the Iran-Iraq War, the Gulf War, the 2003 US-led invasion,
subsequent sectarian conflict, and ongoing efforts toward political stabilization and
reconstruction.

Additional Resources
**A Short History of Iraq from 636 to the Present: An Analytical Overview**

short history of iraq from 636 to the present reveals a complex tapestry of conquests,
empires, colonial mandates, and modern state-building efforts. Situated at the crossroads
of civilizations, Iraq’s history has been shaped by its strategic geographic location along the
Tigris and Euphrates rivers, often referred to as Mesopotamia—the cradle of early human
civilization. This article explores the major phases in Iraq’s history from the Islamic
conquest in 636 CE through Ottoman rule, British mandate, the formation of the modern
Iraqi state, and the turbulent events of the 20th and 21st centuries.



The Early Islamic Conquest and Abbasid Era
(636–1258)

The short history of Iraq from 636 to the present begins with the pivotal event of the Islamic
conquest of Mesopotamia. In 636 CE, Muslim Arab armies defeated the Sassanian Empire at
the Battle of al-Qadisiyyah, bringing the region under Islamic control. This marked the
beginning of a profound transformation as Iraq became a core province of the rapidly
expanding Islamic Caliphate.

The Rise of Baghdad and the Abbasid Caliphate

In 750 CE, the Abbasid dynasty overthrew the Umayyads and established Baghdad as the
new capital. Baghdad quickly emerged as a global center of learning, commerce, and
culture during the Islamic Golden Age. The city’s House of Wisdom attracted scholars from
diverse fields including mathematics, astronomy, medicine, and philosophy. The Abbasid
era represents one of the most illustrious periods in Iraq’s history, with profound
contributions to global civilization.

Despite its prosperity, the Abbasid Caliphate faced internal strife and external pressures,
including invasions by Mongols in 1258 which led to the catastrophic sack of Baghdad. This
event effectively ended the Abbasid political dominance and plunged Iraq into a period of
instability.

Ottoman Rule and Tribal Dynamics (1534–1918)

Following centuries of fragmented control, Iraq came under Ottoman rule in the 16th
century. The Ottomans integrated Iraq as a province within their empire, administering it
through local governors and tribal alliances. The short history of Iraq from 636 to the
present during this period is characterized by relative decentralization, with tribal leaders
wielding significant influence in rural areas.

Administrative Structure and Economic Conditions

Ottoman Iraq was divided into three main provinces—Basra, Baghdad, and Mosul—each
governed separately. The Ottomans maintained control primarily through military garrisons
and alliances with powerful tribes. Economically, Iraq remained largely agrarian with some
flourishing trade through its river ports. However, the region lagged behind Europe in
modernization and industrial development.

The Ottoman era also witnessed intermittent conflicts, including wars with Persia and
internal revolts, which hindered political stability. The decline of the Ottoman Empire by the
19th century set the stage for increased European involvement in Iraq’s affairs.



British Mandate and the Birth of Modern Iraq
(1918–1932)

The end of World War I marked a major turning point. The British defeated Ottoman forces
and occupied Iraq, leading to the establishment of the British Mandate under the League of
Nations. This period saw the formal creation of Iraq as a nation-state, combining the three
Ottoman provinces into one political entity.

Challenges of Unification and National Identity

The British faced significant challenges in unifying a diverse population comprising Sunni
and Shia Arabs, Kurds, and other ethnic groups. The imposition of a monarchy under King
Faisal I in 1921 was part of British strategy to stabilize the country. However, nationalist
movements quickly emerged, demanding independence and greater self-rule.

Iraq gained formal independence in 1932, but British influence remained strong, especially
in military and economic affairs. The legacy of colonial borders and governance structures
contributed to ongoing political tensions and sectarian divisions.

Monarchy, Coups, and Ba’athist Ascendancy
(1932–2003)

The mid-20th century in Iraq was marked by political volatility. The monarchy was
overthrown in a 1958 military coup, initiating a republican era. Subsequent decades saw a
series of coups, shifting alliances, and the rise of Arab nationalism.

The Ba’ath Party and Saddam Hussein

The Ba’ath Party emerged as a dominant force in the 1960s, promoting Arab unity and
socialism. Saddam Hussein rose through the ranks to become Iraq’s president in 1979,
establishing a dictatorial regime characterized by repression and aggressive foreign policy.

Under Saddam, Iraq experienced rapid modernization efforts, including infrastructure
development and increased oil revenues. However, his rule also brought devastating
conflicts, including the Iran-Iraq War (1980–1988) and the invasion of Kuwait in 1990,
triggering the Gulf War.

Iraq in the 21st Century: Conflict, Reconstruction,



and Instability

The short history of Iraq from 636 to the present culminates in the dramatic events of the
early 21st century. The 2003 US-led invasion toppled Saddam Hussein’s regime, but the
ensuing occupation unleashed sectarian violence, insurgency, and widespread instability.

Post-2003 Political Landscape and Challenges

The establishment of a new democratic government faced numerous obstacles including
ethnic and sectarian divisions, corruption, and the rise of extremist groups such as ISIS. The
occupation and power vacuum contributed to civil strife, humanitarian crises, and economic
disruption.

Efforts to rebuild Iraq’s infrastructure and institutions continue amid challenges like political
fragmentation and regional interference. Iraq remains a key player in Middle Eastern
geopolitics, with its vast oil reserves and strategic location influencing international
interests.

Current Developments and Future Prospects

Today, Iraq is navigating a complex path toward stability and development. Political
reforms, social movements demanding accountability, and international cooperation efforts
are shaping the country’s trajectory. Despite persistent challenges, Iraq’s rich historical
legacy and resilient population provide foundations for potential recovery and growth.

The short history of Iraq from 636 to the present is a testament to the enduring significance
of this land—where ancient civilizations flourished, empires rose and fell, and modern
nationhood continues to evolve amidst the currents of regional and global change.

Short History Of Iraq From 636 To The Present

  short history of iraq from 636 to the present: A Short History of Iraq Thabit Abdullah, 2003
The twentieth century witnessed the transformation of the area known currently as Iraq from a
backward region of the Ottoman Empire, to one of the most important and dynamic states in the
Middle East. The rise of modern Iraq has its roots in the second half of the nineteenth century when
Ottoman reforms led to gradual state modernization and increasing integration in the World
Economy. British control after World War I was one of the determining factors in the establishment
of the current borders of the country and the nature of its subsequent national identity. The other
important factor was the highly heterogeneous nature of Iraqi society being divided along tribal,
ethnic, religious, and sectarian lines. This book focuses on the interaction between the old and the
new, or between continuity and change, as it is manifested in the nature of social development,
nation-building, the state and the political opposition.
  short history of iraq from 636 to the present: A Documentary History of Modern Iraq Stacy

https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-162/short-history-of-iraq-from-636-to-the-present.pdf


E. Holden, 2012-07-08 Previously published histories and primary source collections on the Iraqi
experience tend to be topically focused or dedicated to presenting a top-down approach. By contrast,
Stacy Holden's A Documentary History of Modern Iraq gives voice to ordinary Iraqis, clarifying the
experience of the Shiites, Sunnis, Kurds, Jews, and women over the past century. Through varied
documents ranging from short stories to treaties, political speeches to memoirs, and newspaper
articles to book excerpts, the work synthesizes previously marginalized perspectives of minorities
and women with the voices of the political elite to provide an integrated picture of political change
from the Ottoman Empire in 1903 to the end of the second Bush administration in 2008. Covering a
broad range of topics, this bottom-up approach allows readers to fully immerse themselves in the
lives of everyday Iraqis as they navigate regime shifts from the British to the Hashemite monarchy,
the political upheaval of the Persian Gulf wars, and beyond. Brief introductions to each excerpt
provide context and suggest questions for classroom discussion. This collection offers raw history,
untainted and unfiltered by modern political framework and thought, representing a refreshing new
approach to the study of Iraq.
  short history of iraq from 636 to the present: Women and Democracy in Iraq Huda
Al-Tamimi, 2019-05-30 As the post-invasion reconstruction of Iraq has unfolded, the potential for
Iraqi women to participate actively and visibly in the country's political structure has been one of its
most notable results. The 2005 Constitution required that no less than 25% of seats in the Iraqi
Parliament be filled by women. Yet despite subsequent parliamentary statistics suggesting great
strides for female political participation, there has been a resounding silence on the wider
implications of this quota for women in Iraqi political life. This book is the first full-length study of
women's political representation in Iraq. Based on interviews with politicians and substantial media
analysis, Huda Al-Tamimi outlines the political, sectarian and cultural constraints facing female
Members of Parliament, and the ways in which individual women and women's organizations are
actively challenging barriers to their political influence. The book is a vital contribution to
discussions concerning the success and limitations of gender quotas in the Middle East. It also offers
new and critical perspectives on the evolution of Iraqi politics, a subject that remains of high priority
for a region and international community interested in the nation's reconstruction.
  short history of iraq from 636 to the present: Encyclopedia of the Peoples of Africa and
the Middle East Jamie Stokes, 2009 Encyclopedia of the Peoples of Africa and the Middle East is a
two-volume A-to-Z reference to the history and culture of the peoples of Africa and the Middle East.
  short history of iraq from 636 to the present: Christianity in Iraq Suha Rassam, 2005
Christianity was firmly established in Iraq from the earliest times, and the Churches of Iraq were to
play a major role in the development of Christian theology and spirituality for many centuries. By the
seventh century evangelization from Iraq had brought Christianity to China, Central Asia and India.
Yet few people in the West are aware of Christianity's vibrant past in this region, or of the fact that
Christianity has continued to be a significant cultural and religious presence in Iraq right up to the
present day. The story of the Churches of Iraq, their interaction with each other and their varied
fortunes under successive Parthian, Sassanid, Arab, Mongol and Ottoman rule, is told here with
consummate skill. Suha Rassam guides the reader seemingly effortlessly through complex issues of
doctrinal dispute and ecclesiastical politics. She helps us explore the ancient heritage of these
Churches, and the major contribution they have made to the intellectual development of the region
and the wider world. Suha Rassam's book comes to fill a large vacuum in the knowledge of those in
the West, many of whom are still not aware of the fact that from ancient times Christianity was
firmly rooted in Iraq and the rest of the territory now seen as the 'Arab Middle East'. Archbishop
Mikhael Al Jamil, Patriarchal Vicar of the Syrian Catholic Church of Antioch to the Holy See and
Vicar Apostolic for Europe Dr Suha Rassam has written a work of remarkable scholarship. But is is
also a vivid portrayal of an extraordinary story of conflict, persecution and, for fifty years in the
twentieth century, of hope, harmony and prosperity for the Christian community in Iraq. It would be
a tragedy if that Christian community were now extinguished. Cardinal Cormac Murphy-O'Connor,
Archbishop of Westminster Gives to the general interested public a comprehensive and informed



insight into two thousand years of Christianity in Iraq. Dr Erica Hunter, School of Oriental and
African Studies, London University
  short history of iraq from 636 to the present: Post-Saddam Iraq Amnon Cohen, Noga Efrati,
2011-03-29 Describes and analyses the major developments in Iraq from the US-led invasion until
2010. This title provides an important external, international dimension to Iraq's post-war
development through discussion of the central role played by the Iranian regime and its deep and
multi-faceted involvement in the Iraqi internal scene.
  short history of iraq from 636 to the present: The Emergence of Modern Shi'ism Zackery
M. Heern, 2015-06-04 This book takes a fresh look at the foundations of modern Islam. Scholars
often locate the origins of the modern Islamic world in European colonialism or Islamic reactions to
European modernity. However, this study focuses on the rise of Islamic movements indigenous to
the Middle East, which developed in direct response to the collapse and decentralization of the
Islamic gunpowder empires. In other words, the book argues that the Usuli movement as well as
Wahhabism and neo-Sufism emerged in reaction to the disintegration and political decentralization
of the Safavid, Ottoman, and Mughal empires. The book specifically highlights the emergence of
Usuli Shi‘ism in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. The long-term impact of the Usuli revival
was that Shi‘i clerics gained unprecedented social, political, and economic power in Iran and
southern Iraq. Usuli clerics claimed authority to issue binding legal judgments, which, they argue,
must be observed by all Shi‘is. By the early nineteenth century, Usulism emerged as a popular,
fiercely independent, transnational Islamic movement. The Usuli clerics have often operated at the
heart of social and political developments in modern Iraq and Iran and today dominate the politics of
the region.
  short history of iraq from 636 to the present: The World Almanac of Islamism: 2014
American Foreign Policy Council, 2014
  short history of iraq from 636 to the present: The World Almanac of Islamism 2019
American Foreign Policy Council, 2019-04-30 Now in its fourth edition, The World Almanac of
Islamism is the first comprehensive reference work to detail the current activities of radical Islamist
movements worldwide. The contributions, written by subject expert, provide up-to-date assessments
on the contemporary Islamist threat in all countries and regions where it exists. Each country study
will include valuable metrics for gauging the advance or decline of Islamism. In places where
Islamists are not in power, these include year-on-year comparisons of the number of terrorist attacks
that have taken place, the level of popular support being received by radical religious organizations
and political parties, and applicable government responses to these trends, if any. In places where
they are in power, metrics encompass relevant changes to domestic human rights practices and
social conditions, foreign policy rhetoric and action, and the overall stability of the state.
  short history of iraq from 636 to the present: No True Glory Bing West, 2006-09-26 This is
the face of war as only those who have fought it can describe it.–Senator John McCain Fallujah:
Iraq’s most dangerous city unexpectedly emerged as the major battleground of the Iraqi insurgency.
For twenty months, one American battalion after another tried to quell the violence, culminating in a
bloody, full-scale assault. Victory came at a terrible price: 151 Americans and thousands of Iraqis
were left dead. The epic battle for Fallujah revealed the startling connections between policy and
combat that are a part of the new reality of war. The Marines had planned to slip into Fallujah “as
soft as fog.” But after four American contractors were brutally murdered, President Bush ordered an
attack on the city–against the advice of the Marines. The assault sparked a political firestorm, and
the Marines were forced to withdraw amid controversy and confusion–only to be ordered a second
time to take a city that had become an inferno of hate and the lair of the archterrorist al-Zarqawi.
Based on months spent with the battalions in Fallujah and hundreds of interviews at every
level–senior policymakers, negotiators, generals, and soldiers and Marines on the front lines–No
True Glory is a testament to the bravery of the American soldier and a cautionary tale about the
complex–and often costly–interconnected roles of policy, politics, and battle in the twenty-first
century.



  short history of iraq from 636 to the present: Reforging a Forgotten History Sargon
Donabed, 2015-02-27 Traces the dynamic history of Iraq in the 20th century and reinserts the
modern remnants of these peoples into its day-to-day concerns.
  short history of iraq from 636 to the present: Baghdad Justin Marozzi, 2014-05-29 In
Baghdad: City of Peace, City of Blood, celebrated young travelwriter-historian Justin Marozzi gives
us a many-layered history of one of the world's truly great cities - both its spectacular golden ages
and its terrible disasters 'Justin Marozzi is the most brilliant of the new generation of
travelwriter-historians' - Sunday Telegraph Over thirteen centuries, Baghdad has enjoyed both
cultural and commercial pre-eminence, boasting artistic and intellectual sophistication and an
economy once the envy of the world. It was here, in the time of the Caliphs, that the Thousand and
One Nights were set. Yet it has also been a city of great hardships, beset by epidemics, famines,
floods, and numerous foreign invasions which have brought terrible bloodshed. This is the history of
its storytellers and its tyrants, of its philosophers and conquerors. Here, in the first new history of
Baghdad in nearly 80 years, Justin Marozzi brings to life the whole tumultuous history of what was
once the greatest capital on earth. Justin Marozzi is a Councillor of the Royal Geographic Society
and a Senior Research Fellow at Buckingham University. He has broadcast for BBC Radio Four, and
regularly contributes to a wide range of publications, including the Financial Times, for which he has
worked in Iraq, Afghanistan and Darfur. His previous books include the bestselling Tamerlane:
Sword of Islam, a Sunday Telegraph Book of the Year (2004), and The Man Who Invented History:
Travels with Herodotus.
  short history of iraq from 636 to the present: The Iraq War B. Romaya, 2012-06-04 This
book features a critique of key philosophical doctrines that dominate the Iraq war debate: just war
theory, humanitarian intervention, democratic realism, and preventive war doctrine. The author
evaluates each and develops a philosophical approach that offers a model for thinking through the
philosophical dilemmas introduced by new wars.
  short history of iraq from 636 to the present: The World Almanac of Islamism 2021 Ilan
Berman, 2021-11-15 Now in its fifth edition, The World Almanac of Islamism is the first
comprehensive reference work to detail the current activities of radical Islamist movements
worldwide. The contributions, written by subject expert, provide up-to-date assessments on the
contemporary Islamist threat in all countries and regions where it exists.
  short history of iraq from 636 to the present: Dictatorship, Imperialism and Chaos Thabit A
J Abdullah, 2010-01-01 Since 1989 the history of Iraq has been one of the world's most traumatic. In
this book, Thabit Abdullah places the Iraqi people at the centre of changes which began with the
invasion of Kuwait in 1990, and ended with the current American-led occupation. Battles for control
of oil, the vacuum created by Saddam Hussein's dictatorship and the devastating impact of sanctions
have wreaked havoc on Iraqi society over the past two decades. Abdullah argues that current ethnic
tensions and religious divisions are a response to this destruction of civil society, rather than a
consequence of having 'artificial' borders, inherent in Iraq's very existence. This powerful and often
moving account provides a uniquely measured insight into the recent political and social history of
Iraq. It is an ideal introduction for anyone seeking a deeper understanding of this important and
controversial nation.
  short history of iraq from 636 to the present: The World Almanac of Islamism American
Foreign Policy Council, 2011-10-27 From Western Europe to Asia, from the Middle East to the Horn
of Africa, societies are finding themselves under growing assault from radical Islamist forces. In
some countries, such as Spain and France, the challenge posed by radical Islam is still limited in
scope and embryonic in nature. But in others, including Somalia and Pakistan, it poses a mortal
danger to the future of the existing state. The World Almanac of Islamism is the first comprehensive
reference work to detail the global reach of Islamism across six continents. Each country study,
written by leading subject-matter experts, examines the full scope of the Islamist phenomenon, from
the activities of radical Islamist groups to the role of Islamist actors and ideas in society to the
response – or complicity – of the local government. An additional series of “movement” studies



explores the global reach, ideology, and capabilities of the world’s most powerful transnational
Islamist movements. Finally, Almanac includes regional summaries and a global overview designed
to provide context and strategic insights into current and emerging trends relating to Islamism the
world over. This collection makes a major contribution toward properly defining the Islamist threat
and paving the way for the implementation of more effective strategies to counter the rise of radical
Islamism by the United States and its allies. It provides policymakers, the news media, scholars, and
students with a more comprehensive understanding of the threat we now confront from Islamic
extremism. Additionally, the full Almanac is available electronically in database form. It can be
accessed online at almanac.afpc.org.
  short history of iraq from 636 to the present: The World Almanac of Islamism 2017
American Foreign Policy Council, 2017-12-18 Now in its third edition, The World Almanac of
Islamism is the first comprehensive reference work to detail the current activities of radical Islamist
movements worldwide. The contributions, written by subject expert, provide up-to-date assessments
on the contemporary Islamist threat in all countries and regions where it exists. Each country study
will include valuable metrics for gauging the advance or decline of Islamism. In places where
Islamists are not in power, these include year-on-year comparisons of the number of terrorist attacks
that have taken place, the level of popular support being received by radical religious organizations
and political parties, and applicable government responses to these trends, if any. In places where
they are in power, metrics encompass relevant changes to domestic human rights practices and
social conditions, foreign policy rhetoric and action, and the overall stability of the state.
  short history of iraq from 636 to the present: Major Issues in Islam Harvey J. Sindima,
2017-11-02 This book explores matters that have negatively affected the public image and led to
distorted depictions of Islam from the late nineteenth century to the present. The areas of
uneasiness and debate among Muslims and non-Muslims alike include Islamic values and identity in
the post-caliphate era, after colonialism, and now under Western hegemony. There is anxiety about
the place of Shari’a in the light of Western law and the state, secularism, democracy, human rights,
the equality of women, and the place of Islamic education in transmitting Islamic values as secular
education dominates societies. There are apprehensions over the relation between religion and
politics as in the rise of Muslim Brotherhoods, Wahhabism, Islamism, al-Qaeda, and Islamic State. In
non-Muslim countries concerns are about the status of Muslim marriage, polygamy, divorce, and
interest (in business). Every topic is examined through the Noble Qur’an and the Hadith, classical
writings, and linguistic analysis.
  short history of iraq from 636 to the present: Middle Eastern Belongings Diane E. King,
2013-09-13 This book features chapters that examine the various ways of belonging in the Middle
East. Belonging can mean fitting in, feeling at home, feeling a part; this kind of belonging is
profoundly social. Belongings can be possessions, objects closely associated with one’s deepest
notions of identity. Both kinds of belongings pertain to people and the kindreds, ethnic groups, and
nations (and/or states) they call their own. Belongings of both kinds are, more often than not,
emplaced and territorialized. All of the chapters treat Middle Eastern collectivities as sites of
anguished cultural projects. All use metaphor: national territory as woman, national resolve as
cactus, and so on. None is reductionistic; belonging is rendered in its complexity, with its agonies as
well as its joys. All could be identified with a growing genre of work on belonging. At the heart of
each are the bonds that comprise belonging. Each one conveys both belonging’s messiness and its
joys, and touches as much as it argues and elaborates. This book was published as a special issue of
Identities: Global Studies in Culture and Power.
  short history of iraq from 636 to the present: Between State and Non-State Gülistan
Gürbey, Sabine Hofmann, Ferhad Ibrahim Seyder, 2017-03-23 This edited volume compares the
internal dimension, politics and society in Kurdistan-Iraq and Palestine. In particular, it focuses on
internal processes in Kurdistan-Iraq and Palestine (Palestinian Territory of the West Bank and Gaza
Strip) in their specific shaping, development and transformation. The contributing authors analyze
the transformation processes of the internal power structures, the economic basics, and the civil



societies and provide an overview of the current political, economic and societal situation and
challenges in both regions. The book presents the similarities and differences between both de facto
states with regard to a set of guidelines: legitimacy, power relations, transformation of politics and
society. It provides empirical explanations and contributes to a better understanding of both de facto
states.
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