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Jacksonville Jaguars Quarterbacks History: A Journey Through the Franchise’s Signal Callers

jacksonville jaguars quarterbacks history is a fascinating tale of evolving talent, perseverance, and

moments that have defined this relatively young NFL franchise. Since the Jaguars’ inception in 1995,

the team’s quarterbacks have played pivotal roles in shaping the Jaguars’ identity and competitive

spirit. Whether it was the early days of excitement, the search for a franchise cornerstone, or the

emergence of promising young talent, the story of Jacksonville Jaguars quarterbacks offers rich

insights into the challenges and triumphs of leading an NFL offense.

The Early Years: Establishing a Foundation

When the Jacksonville Jaguars joined the NFL as an expansion team in 1995, they needed a

quarterback who could help lay the foundation for success. The selection of Mark Brunell in the 1994

NFL Draft turned out to be a defining moment for the franchise. Brunell quickly became a fan favorite

and a cornerstone of the team’s early identity.

Mark Brunell: The Franchise’s First Star

Mark Brunell’s tenure with the Jaguars, spanning from 1995 to 2003, is arguably one of the most

significant chapters in jacksonville jaguars quarterbacks history. Brunell was known for his mobility,

leadership, and clutch performances. Under his guidance, the Jaguars made several playoff

appearances, including two AFC Championship Game runs in the late 1990s.

Brunell’s ability to extend plays with his legs and his strong arm helped the Jaguars establish a

competitive presence in the AFC South. He threw for over 20,000 yards during his time in Jacksonville



and was instrumental in the team’s early successes, putting the Jaguars on the NFL map.

Other Notable Early QBs

While Brunell was the clear starter, the Jaguars also experimented with other quarterbacks during the

formative years. Players like Steve Beuerlein and Byron Leftwich had stints with the team, though

Leftwich’s moment would come later in the franchise’s timeline.

The Byron Leftwich Era: Hope and Growing Pains

Byron Leftwich was drafted in the first round of the 2003 NFL Draft with high expectations as a

potential franchise quarterback. His time with the Jaguars was marked by flashes of brilliance, but also

by injuries and inconsistency, which are common hurdles for many young quarterbacks.

Injury Struggles and Development

Leftwich showed promise with his strong arm and toughness, but multiple injuries hindered his ability

to develop into a consistent starter. Despite these challenges, he earned the respect of teammates

and coaches for his resilience and leadership qualities. His time in Jacksonville helped him grow as a

player, even if the team’s overall results were mixed.

Transition and Quarterback Carousel

After Leftwich’s tenure, the Jaguars experienced a period of instability at the quarterback position. This

era saw a variety of quarterbacks trying to find a foothold, including David Garrard, who eventually

became a key figure for the franchise.



David Garrard: Stability and Success

David Garrard’s rise to the starting quarterback role marked a return to stability for the Jaguars.

Signed as an undrafted free agent in 2002, Garrard worked his way up the depth chart and became

the team’s starter in 2007.

Leadership and Playoff Appearances

Garrard was known for his strong pocket presence, ability to avoid turnovers, and clutch performances.

His leadership helped the Jaguars reach the playoffs in 2007 and 2009. One of his most memorable

moments was the "65 Toss Power Trap" play in the 2007 playoffs, which became iconic in Jaguars

lore.

Consistent but Not Elite

While Garrard provided the Jaguars with a steady presence, he was not considered an elite

quarterback, and his performance sometimes fluctuated. His tenure, however, was vital in maintaining

competitiveness during a turbulent phase for the franchise.

The Quarterback Struggles of the 2010s

The 2010s brought a rollercoaster of quarterback changes for the Jaguars. After Garrard’s departure,

the team cycled through several signal callers in search of a franchise quarterback.



High Draft Picks and Unfulfilled Potential

The Jaguars invested high draft picks in quarterbacks like Blaine Gabbert (2011), Blaine Gabbert’s

selection was met with hope, but unfortunately, his performance failed to meet expectations, leading to

a short and difficult stint. Later, the Jaguars selected Blake Bortles in the first round of the 2014 NFL

Draft, hoping he would be the solution.

Blake Bortles: Mixed Results and a Playoff Run

Bortles had a rollercoaster career in Jacksonville. He showed moments of potential, including leading

the team to the AFC Championship Game in the 2017 season, which remains one of the franchise’s

most successful campaigns. However, inconsistency, turnovers, and injuries limited his overall impact.

Despite these ups and downs, Bortles gave Jaguars fans hope and excitement during his peak years.

His arm strength and mobility were assets, but his decision-making often came under scrutiny.

The Modern Era: Building for the Future

As the Jaguars moved into the late 2010s and early 2020s, the franchise continued its search for a

long-term quarterback solution.

Nick Foles and Veteran Presence

In 2020, the Jaguars signed veteran Nick Foles, hoping his experience and playoff pedigree would

stabilize the offense. While Foles had moments of competence, his time in Jacksonville was brief and

did not lead to a sustained turnaround.



Trevor Lawrence: The New Hope

The Jacksonville Jaguars made a bold move by selecting Trevor Lawrence as the first overall pick in

the 2021 NFL Draft. Lawrence arrived with immense expectations as one of the most highly-touted

quarterback prospects in recent memory.

Lawrence’s Impact and Growth

In his rookie season, Lawrence showed flashes of brilliance amid the challenges of adjusting to the

NFL. His arm talent, poise, and leadership have positioned him as the franchise’s potential franchise

quarterback. As the team around him improves, Jaguars fans are optimistic that Lawrence will become

a cornerstone for years to come.

Insights Into Jacksonville Jaguars Quarterbacks History

Looking back, the history of quarterbacks in Jacksonville reflects the broader challenges many young

franchises face in finding consistent and elite play at the most critical position. The Jaguars’ journey

has been shaped by:

Drafting and Development: Investing in young quarterbacks like Brunell, Leftwich, Bortles, and

Lawrence shows the franchise’s commitment to building from within.

Injury Setbacks: Injuries to key quarterbacks have often derailed promising careers and team

momentum.

Coaching and System Changes: Different coaching regimes and offensive schemes have

influenced quarterback performance and stability.



Patience and Resilience: The Jaguars and their fans have had to remain patient through ups and

downs, cherishing moments of success and growth.

What Jaguars Fans Can Learn From Their Quarterbacks’

History

For fans and aspiring players alike, the jacksonville jaguars quarterbacks history offers valuable

lessons:

The importance of development: Many quarterbacks took time to mature and develop their skills;1.

rushing the process rarely leads to sustained success.

Leadership matters: Quarterbacks who show resilience and leadership, like Brunell and Garrard,2.

often elevate the entire team.

Patience is key: Building a winning team around a quarterback requires patience from the front3.

office, coaches, and fans.

Adaptability: Quarterbacks who can adjust to different offensive systems and coaching styles4.

tend to have more success.

As the Jaguars continue their quest for sustained success, the legacy of their quarterbacks remains a

critical piece of the puzzle. With Trevor Lawrence leading the charge, the future looks promising for

this NFL franchise that has navigated the highs and lows of quarterback play with determination and

hope.



Frequently Asked Questions

Who was the first starting quarterback for the Jacksonville Jaguars?

The first starting quarterback for the Jacksonville Jaguars was Mark Brunell, who led the team during

their inaugural season in 1995.

Which Jacksonville Jaguars quarterback has the most passing yards in

franchise history?

Mark Brunell holds the record for the most passing yards in Jacksonville Jaguars history.

Who was the Jacksonville Jaguars' starting quarterback during their

first playoff appearance?

Mark Brunell was the starting quarterback for the Jaguars during their first playoff appearance in the

1996 season.

Has any Jacksonville Jaguars quarterback been selected to the Pro

Bowl?

Yes, Mark Brunell was selected to the Pro Bowl multiple times as a Jacksonville Jaguars quarterback.

Which Jacksonville Jaguars quarterback was drafted first overall in the

NFL Draft?

Blake Bortles was drafted first overall by the Jacksonville Jaguars in the 2014 NFL Draft.

Who is the current starting quarterback for the Jacksonville Jaguars



as of 2024?

As of 2024, Trevor Lawrence is the starting quarterback for the Jacksonville Jaguars.

Have the Jacksonville Jaguars ever had a quarterback win the NFL

MVP award?

No, no Jacksonville Jaguars quarterback has ever won the NFL MVP award.

Additional Resources

Jacksonville Jaguars Quarterbacks History: A Deep Dive into the Franchise’s Signal Callers

jacksonville jaguars quarterbacks history reveals a narrative marked by promise, transition, and

ongoing quests for stability at the most critical position in football. Since their inception as an NFL

expansion team in 1995, the Jaguars have experienced a fluctuating journey through various

quarterbacks, each bringing unique styles, challenges, and moments of brilliance. This article explores

the evolution of Jacksonville’s signal callers, analyzing their impact on the franchise, statistical

contributions, and the broader implications for the Jaguars’ competitive aspirations.

Early Years and Foundation: The Beginnings of Jacksonville

Jaguars Quarterbacks History

The Jacksonville Jaguars entered the NFL landscape with high hopes, selecting Mark Brunell in the

1994 NFL Draft (though he began playing in the 1995 season). Brunell quickly became the face of the

franchise, anchoring the team through its formative years. His tenure defined the Jaguars’ early

identity, showcasing a quarterback who combined mobility and a strong arm, traits that were somewhat

ahead of their time.



Mark Brunell: The Franchise Pioneer

Mark Brunell’s career with the Jaguars spanned from 1995 to 2003, during which he emerged as one

of the most consistent quarterbacks in the AFC. Under his leadership, Jacksonville reached the

playoffs four times, including two AFC Championship game appearances in 1996 and 1999. Brunell’s

durability and leadership were foundational, as he threw for over 24,000 yards and 144 touchdowns in

a Jaguars uniform.

However, while Brunell was a reliable starter, his playing style sometimes drew criticism for inefficiency

and occasional turnovers. Despite this, his ability to extend plays and connect on critical throws helped

the Jaguars establish themselves as a competitive team in their early years.

The Transition Era: Post-Brunell Challenges

Following Brunell’s departure, the Jaguars entered a period marked by inconsistency and quarterback

carousel. The franchise struggled to find a long-term replacement, cycling through several

quarterbacks who failed to replicate Brunell’s leadership or production. Players like Byron Leftwich,

David Garrard, and more briefly, Blake Bortles, each had moments of promise but often fell short of

firmly establishing themselves.

Byron Leftwich, drafted in 2003, was touted for his strong arm and toughness but was hampered by

injuries and inconsistent offensive support. David Garrard, who took over in the mid-2000s, is often

remembered for his clutch performances, including leading the Jaguars to a playoff victory in 2007.

Garrard brought a balanced dual-threat capability but lacked the consistent elite-level production

necessary to elevate the franchise long-term.



The Blake Bortles Era: Hope and Controversy

Selected third overall in the 2014 NFL Draft, Blake Bortles represented a fresh start for the Jaguars’

quarterback position. Bortles’ tenure is a significant chapter in the Jacksonville Jaguars quarterbacks

history, filled with both optimism and debate.

Bortles’ Statistical Profile and Impact

Bortles’ strongest season came in 2015 when he threw for over 4,000 yards, demonstrating his arm

strength and ability to make big plays. The 2017 season marked the pinnacle of his Jaguars tenure, as

he helped lead the team to an AFC Championship game, known for the "Sacksonville" defense and a

rejuvenated offense.

Despite flashes of high-level performance, Bortles struggled with consistency, turnovers, and decision-

making under pressure. His career completion rate hovered around 60%, with a touchdown-to-

interception ratio that raised concerns among analysts and fans alike. Ultimately, Bortles’ tenure ended

amid criticism about his inability to sustain elite quarterback play.

Legacy and Lessons from the Bortles Years

The Bortles era highlighted the difficulties Jacksonville faced in building a stable franchise quarterback

position. While he contributed to the team’s most recent deep playoff run, his overall inconsistency

underscored the need for a more reliable and efficient signal-caller.

Recent Developments and the Search for Stability



In more recent years, the Jaguars have continued to explore various options at quarterback. The 2021

NFL Draft brought in Trevor Lawrence, a highly touted prospect heralded as a potential franchise

savior. Lawrence’s arrival signals a strategic pivot toward long-term stability and growth at the

quarterback position.

Trevor Lawrence: The New Hope

Trevor Lawrence entered the league with high expectations, given his outstanding college career and

evident skill set. His early tenure with the Jaguars reflects the typical adjustment period for rookie

quarterbacks, but his arm talent, poise, and leadership qualities inspire optimism among the fan base

and analysts.

Lawrence’s development will be critical in determining the future trajectory of the Jaguars. His ability to

overcome early setbacks, command the offense, and build chemistry with his teammates could finally

end the Jacksonville Jaguars quarterbacks history narrative of instability.

Comparative Analysis: Jaguars Quarterbacks Versus NFL Peers

When comparing Jacksonville’s quarterback history to other NFL franchises, the Jaguars stand out for

their relative lack of sustained elite quarterback performance. Unlike teams with multiple Hall of Fame

quarterbacks or perennial Pro Bowlers, Jacksonville’s signal callers have often been serviceable but

rarely transcendent.

This comparison illustrates the broader challenges the franchise faces. Building a winning team in the

modern NFL often hinges on the quarterback position, and Jacksonville’s historical struggles at this

spot have contributed to intermittent success rather than sustained excellence.



Key Metrics and Performance Trends

Passer Rating: Jaguars quarterbacks traditionally lag behind league averages, with Brunell and

Garrard as exceptions who hovered around or slightly above average during their peaks.

Turnover Margins: Several Jaguars quarterbacks, including Bortles, struggled with interceptions,

negatively impacting team momentum.

Durability: Injuries have also played a role in Jacksonville’s quarterback instability, notably

affecting players like Leftwich and, at times, Lawrence early in his career.

Looking Ahead: The Future of Jacksonville Jaguars

Quarterbacks History

The franchise’s quarterback history is still being written, with Trevor Lawrence positioned as a pivotal

figure. The Jaguars’ front office and coaching staff appear committed to building around Lawrence,

investing in offensive line improvements, skill position talent, and coaching stability—key factors that

historically influence quarterback success.

As the NFL continues to evolve toward more dynamic, mobile quarterbacks with strong decision-

making skills, Lawrence’s profile fits well within this modern paradigm. Jacksonville’s ability to nurture

his talents and provide a stable offensive system will ultimately determine whether the Jaguars can

transcend their historical quarterback challenges.

The narrative of Jacksonville Jaguars quarterbacks history is one of highs and lows, of potential

realized and opportunities missed. It encapsulates the broader struggles and hopes of a franchise still



striving to find its identity in a competitive league. With a promising young quarterback now at the

helm, the next chapters could finally bring the stability and success long sought by Jaguars fans and

analysts alike.
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