a good man in africa william boyd

**A Good Man in Africa by William Boyd: Exploring the Novel’s Rich Tapestry**

a good man in africa william boyd is a phrase that immediately brings to mind one of the most
engaging and vividly crafted novels set against the backdrop of post-colonial Africa. William Boyd’s
1981 work, *A Good Man in Africa*, deftly combines humor, political satire, and poignant cultural
observations. It offers a unique window into the complexities of African nations emerging from
colonial rule, through the eyes of a British diplomat caught in a whirlwind of absurdity and moral
ambiguity.

If you've ever wondered how literature can blend comedy with a serious critique of colonial legacies,
this novel is an excellent place to start. Let’s dive deeper into what makes *A Good Man in Africa* a
memorable and insightful read.

William Boyd and the Context of *A Good Man in
Africa*

William Boyd is a Scottish novelist and screenwriter known for his keen observations and
storytelling prowess. When he wrote *A Good Man in Africa*, he was capturing a particular moment
in African history—the post-independence era of the fictional West African country of Kinjanja. The
novel draws on Boyd’s own experiences as a young diplomat and his time spent in Africa, giving it an
authenticity that resonates well with readers.

The Setting: Post-Colonial Africa in Fiction

The novel’s setting is crucial to understanding its themes. Kinjanja, the fictional African country,
serves as a microcosm for many nations grappling with the legacies of colonialism. The political
instability, cultural clashes, and the awkward relationships between expatriates and locals are
painted with a satirical yet empathetic brush.

This setting allows readers to explore issues such as:
- The lingering influence of British colonial power
- The challenges of building new governance structures

- The cultural misunderstandings between Western diplomats and African citizens

Boyd’s depiction is neither romanticized nor overly critical; instead, it offers a nuanced view that
highlights the human follies and complexities of the era.

Plot Overview and Main Characters



At the heart of *A Good Man in Africa* is Morgan Leafy, a British diplomat stationed in Kinjanja.
Morgan is a man riddled with personal flaws—he’s often frustrated, self-pitying, and somewhat inept
at his job. Yet, Boyd’s portrayal is far from one-dimensional. Morgan’s struggles reflect the broader
chaos and confusion experienced by many in similar positions during this turbulent time.

Who is Morgan Leafy?

Morgan is a classic anti-hero: flawed but relatable. His attempts to navigate the political intrigues
and social complexities of Kinjanja often lead to humorous and ironic situations. Throughout the
novel, readers witness Morgan'’s:

- Desperate efforts to maintain diplomatic relations
- Clumsy interactions with local leaders and expatriates
- Personal battles with loneliness and disillusionment

His character is a powerful lens through which Boyd explores themes of identity, morality, and
colonial guilt.

Supporting Characters and Their Roles

The novel is rich with a diverse cast, each adding layers to the story:

- *The Governor**: Represents the fading colonial authority and its struggle to retain control.

- **Local Politicians and Chiefs**: Illustrate the complex power dynamics within Kinjanja.

- *Expatriates and Missionaries**: Provide a mix of comic relief and critical perspectives on Western
influence.

Together, these characters create a vibrant tableau that illuminates the novel’s political and social
commentary.

Thematic Depths in *A Good Man in Africa* by William
Boyd

Beyond its plot and characters, the novel is celebrated for its exploration of significant themes that
remain relevant today.

Colonialism and Its Aftermath

Boyd masterfully examines the lingering impact of colonialism—not just on African nations but on
the individuals involved. The novel reveals how colonial attitudes persist subtly, affecting diplomacy,
governance, and personal relationships. It challenges readers to consider how history shapes
present realities.



Identity and Expatriate Experience

Morgan'’s identity crisis mirrors the broader uncertainty faced by expatriates living in post-colonial
settings. The novel probes questions like:

- What does it mean to belong to a place?
- How do cultural misunderstandings influence behavior?
- Can one truly escape their colonial past?

These reflections make *A Good Man in Africa* more than just a political satire; it is also a study of
human nature and cross-cultural encounters.

Humor as a Tool for Critique

One of William Boyd'’s strengths in this novel is his use of dark humor and satire. By highlighting the
absurdities of bureaucracy, diplomatic faux pas, and personal flaws, Boyd invites readers to laugh
while also thinking critically. This balance keeps the narrative engaging and accessible without
diminishing its serious undertones.

Why *A Good Man in Africa* Still Matters

Decades after its publication, *A Good Man in Africa* remains a relevant and insightful work. Its
portrayal of post-colonial Africa offers valuable lessons for anyone interested in history, politics, or
literature.

Insights for Modern Readers

- *Understanding Post-Colonial Dynamics**: The novel provides a vivid illustration of how colonial
histories continue to influence modern governance and international relations.

- ¥**Cultural Sensitivity**: Through Morgan’s blunders and realizations, readers learn the importance
of empathy and cultural awareness.

- *The Power of Storytelling**: Boyd's narrative style demonstrates how fiction can effectively
address complex social issues without alienating readers.

Literary Influence and Adaptations

*A Good Man in Africa* has also inspired discussions in literary circles for its unique voice and
compelling storytelling. In 1994, it was adapted into a film starring Sean Connery, further cementing
its place in popular culture. Although the film received mixed reviews, it brought renewed interest to
Boyd’s work and the themes it explores.



Tips for Reading *A Good Man in Africa*

If you're planning to read this novel, here are some suggestions to enhance your experience:

- **Keep Historical Context in Mind**: Familiarize yourself with Africa’s colonial history to fully
appreciate the novel’s setting and themes.

- **Pay Attention to Satire and Irony**: Boyd’s humor is subtle and layered; noticing these details
enriches your understanding.

- **Reflect on Character Motivations**: Morgan Leafy is complex, so consider his personal struggles
alongside the larger political narrative.

- **Consider the Novel’'s Relevance Today**: Think about how the issues raised relate to current
global discussions on colonialism and cultural identity.

Reading with these points in mind will help you engage deeply with the novel’s rich content.

William Boyd’s *A Good Man in Africa* stands out as an intelligent and entertaining exploration of a
critical moment in African history. Through its vivid characters, sharp wit, and thoughtful themes, it
invites readers to reflect on the legacies of colonialism and the challenges of cultural understanding.
Whether you're a fan of literary fiction, post-colonial studies, or simply a great story, this novel
offers much to ponder long after the last page is turned.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the plot of 'A Good Man in Africa' by William Boyd?

'A Good Man in Africa' follows Morgan Leafy, a British diplomat stationed in the fictional African
country of Kinjanja. The novel explores his struggles with bureaucratic corruption, cultural clashes,
and personal dilemmas as he attempts to navigate political intrigue and maintain his position.

Who is the main character in 'A Good Man in Africa'?

The main character is Morgan Leafy, a British diplomat posted in the fictional African country of
Kinjanja.

What themes are explored in ‘A Good Man in Africa'?

The novel explores themes such as colonialism, post-colonial identity, cultural conflict, corruption,
political satire, and personal morality.

Is 'A Good Man in Africa' based on a real country or purely
fictional?

The story is set in the fictional African country of Kinjanja, which serves as a backdrop to explore
broader post-colonial themes.



What is the tone or style of William Boyd's writing in 'A Good
Man in Africa'?

William Boyd employs a satirical and darkly humorous tone, blending comedy with political and
social critique.

Has ‘A Good Man in Africa' been adapted into other media?

Yes, 'A Good Man in Africa' was adapted into a film in 1994 starring Sean Connery and John
Lithgow.

When was 'A Good Man in Africa' first published?

'A Good Man in Africa' was first published in 1981 and marked William Boyd's debut novel.

How does 'A Good Man in Africa' address post-colonial issues?

The novel critiques the lingering effects of colonialism through its portrayal of diplomatic tensions,
cultural misunderstandings, and the challenges faced by newly independent African states.

What makes 'A Good Man in Africa’' significant in William
Boyd's literary career?

As Boyd's debut novel, it established his reputation for sharp wit, insightful social commentary, and
skillful storytelling.

What are some memorable quotes from ‘A Good Man in
Africa'?

One notable quote is: 'Diplomacy is the art of saying 'Nice doggie' until you can find a bigger stick.'
This reflects the novel's satirical take on international relations.

Additional Resources

**A Good Man in Africa William Boyd: An Analytical Review of the Novel’s Themes and Impact**

a good man in africa william boyd stands as a notable work in the landscape of post-colonial
literature, offering a complex narrative that delves into the intricacies of identity, power, and
morality within a fictional African setting. Since its publication in 1981, William Boyd’s debut novel
has attracted considerable attention for its satirical tone and its critical portrayal of the expatriate
experience in post-independence Africa. This article provides an in-depth exploration of *A Good
Man in Africa*, examining its thematic concerns, stylistic features, and enduring relevance in
contemporary literary discourse.



Contextualizing *A Good Man in Africa William Boyd*

William Boyd’s novel emerges against the backdrop of the late 20th century, a period marked by
decolonization and shifting geopolitical realities in Africa. Although the country of Kinjanja in the
novel is fictional, it serves as a microcosm for the broader socio-political conditions faced by many
African nations transitioning from colonial rule to independence. Boyd, a Scottish author with a
diverse literary portfolio, uses this setting to interrogate the complexities of cultural interaction and
bureaucratic dysfunction.

The narrative follows Morgan Leafy, a British diplomat stationed in Kinjanja, whose personal flaws
and professional challenges become a vehicle for Boyd's critique of colonial legacies and Western
attitudes toward Africa. The portrayal of Morgan'’s struggles with corruption, moral ambiguity, and
the absurdities of diplomatic life provides a rich terrain for exploring questions of ethical conduct
and identity.

Exploring Themes and Characterization

The Ambiguity of Morality

At the heart of *A Good Man in Africa william boyd* is a profound investigation of morality in a post-
colonial context. Morgan Leafy is neither hero nor villain; rather, he embodies the contradictions
that emerge when personal ambition intersects with a fraught political environment. Boyd’s nuanced
depiction avoids simplistic moral binaries, instead presenting a protagonist who navigates a world
rife with ethical compromise.

This moral ambiguity is central to the novel’s satirical edge. The title itself invites reflection on what
it means to be "a good man" in a society where traditional values clash with new political realities.
Leafy’s failures and foibles highlight the challenges of maintaining integrity amid systemic
corruption and cultural dislocation.

Post-Colonial Power Dynamics

The novel offers a critical lens on the lingering influence of colonial power structures. While
independence has ostensibly been achieved, the characters in Kinjanja continue to grapple with the
shadows of colonial administration. Boyd’s portrayal of African political figures and British
expatriates underscores the ongoing tensions between old and new authorities.

Moreover, the narrative exposes the paternalistic attitudes often adopted by Western characters,
revealing how these perspectives perpetuate misunderstandings and reinforce stereotypes. The
cultural clashes and bureaucratic inefficiencies depicted in the novel reflect broader critiques of
neocolonialism and the complexities of international diplomacy.



Humor and Satire as Narrative Tools

William Boyd employs humor and satire deftly, imbuing the novel with a tone that is at once critical
and entertaining. This stylistic choice serves multiple purposes: it softens the weight of serious
themes, engages readers through wit, and sharpens the critique of political and social absurdities.

The comedic elements do not trivialize the novel’s subject matter but rather enhance its impact by
revealing the often ludicrous nature of human behavior in challenging circumstances. Boyd’s use of
irony and exaggeration invites readers to question assumptions about cultural superiority and the
efficacy of Western intervention.

Comparative Perspectives and Literary Significance

*A Good Man in Africa william boyd* can be situated alongside other post-colonial works that
explore themes of identity and power, such as Chinua Achebe’s *Things Fall Apart* or V.S. Naipaul’s
*A Bend in the River*. While these novels differ in tone and approach, Boyd’s contribution is distinct
for its blend of satire and diplomatic intrigue.

Unlike the often tragic or somber narratives of post-colonial literature, Boyd’s novel offers a more
irreverent perspective, which has sparked debate among critics regarding its portrayal of African
characters and the risks of perpetuating stereotypes. Nonetheless, the novel’s sharp social
commentary and complex characters have secured its place in discussions about literary
representations of Africa.

Strengths and Criticisms

e Strengths: Boyd’s incisive humor and layered narrative provide a refreshing take on post-
colonial themes. The novel’s pacing and vivid characterizations engage readers while
provoking critical thought about diplomacy and cultural interaction.

¢ Criticisms: Some readers and scholars have expressed concern over the depiction of African
characters, arguing that the satirical portrayal occasionally borders on caricature.
Additionally, the novel’s focus on the expatriate viewpoint may limit its depth in representing
indigenous perspectives.

Adaptations and Cultural Impact

The novel’s adaptation into a 1994 film further extended its reach, bringing Boyd's satirical
narrative to a wider audience. While the cinematic version received mixed reviews, it highlighted the
challenges of translating complex literary satire into visual media. The film’s casting and
interpretation of characters sparked discussions about representation and fidelity to the source



material.

Beyond adaptations, *A Good Man in Africa william boyd* continues to be studied in academic
settings for its unique approach to post-colonial critique and its stylistic innovations. Its influence is
evident in contemporary works that blend humor with political commentary, reaffirming Boyd’s role
as a significant voice in modern literature.

Key Features of Boyd's Writing Style in the Novel

1. Economy of Language: Boyd’s prose is concise yet evocative, allowing complex ideas to
emerge through tightly controlled narrative.

2. Character-Driven Plot: The story is propelled by Morgan Leafy’s internal conflicts and
interactions, rather than by external events alone.

3. Use of Irony: A sustained ironic tone permeates the novel, inviting readers to read between
the lines and uncover deeper social critiques.

4. Blending of Genres: The novel combines elements of political thriller, comedy, and social
satire, creating a multifaceted reading experience.

The interplay of these features enhances the novel’s capacity to engage diverse audiences, from
casual readers to literary scholars.

In sum, *A Good Man in Africa william boyd* remains a compelling exploration of the complexities
inherent in post-colonial identity and international relations. Its enduring appeal lies in Boyd’s ability
to balance humor with incisive social observation, crafting a narrative that resonates beyond its
immediate setting. As readers continue to grapple with the legacies of colonialism and the dynamics
of cultural encounter, Boyd’s novel offers valuable insights wrapped in engaging storytelling.

A Good Man In Africa William Boyd

a good man in africa william boyd: A Good Man in Africa William Boyd, 2011-07-06 In the
small African republic of Kinjanja, British diplomat Morgan Leafy bumbles heavily through his job.
His love of women, his fondness for drink, and his loathing for the country prove formidable
obstacles on his road to any kind of success. But when he becomes an operative in Operation
Kingpin and is charged with monitoring the front runner in Kinjanja’s national elections, Morgan
senses an opportunity to achieve real professional recognition and, more importantly, reassignment.
After he finds himself being blackmailed, diagnosed with a venereal disease, attempting bribery, and
confounded with a dead body, Morgan realizes that very little is going according to plan.

a good man in africa william boyd: A Good Man in Africa William Boyd, 1998-08 De eerste
secretaris van de Engelse ambassade in een Westafrikaanse staat raakt in moeilijkheden en zijn
wanhopige pogingen om de schade te herstellen maken de toestand alleen maar erger.



https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-162/a-good-man-in-africa-william-boyd.pdf

a good man in africa william boyd: A Good Man in Africa William Boyd, 1999

a good man in africa william boyd: Novels of William Boyd Dr. Rajesh Shashikant Latane,
2015-02-25 have great pleasure in writing this foreword to Dr. Latane’s book on the Novels of
William Boyd. The book is a significant contribution to Boyd criticism. It has discussed the early, the
middle and the last phase of Boyd'’s novels. In doing if the author has defined the totality of Boyd’s
vision. Indeed every novel is a part of this totality and the totality is more than a mere sum of the
novels. The reciprocal relationship between the part and the whole is the crux of novel-criticism and
the book has given due justice to this aspect. Another important feature of the book is the analysis of
the postmodernist element in Boyd’s novels. This critical framework can be used to analysis the
postmodernist element in the contemporary Indian novel in English. Even going further it can be
used to analyse the Postmodernist element in the contemporary Marathi novel. A thesis is really
acknowledged when it become a source material for the future researchers and comparatives. Mr.
Latane’s book has that potential. I heartily wish a good reception to the book. Dr. Prakash
Deshpande Kejkar Former Professor of English Shivaji University, Kolhapur

a good man in africa william boyd: The Novel in Africa and the Caribbean Since 1950
Simon Gikandi, 2016 The Novel in Africa and the Caribbean since 1950 examines the institutional
and social peculiarities that make fiction produced in Africa and the Atlantic World since 1950
important to the history of the novel in English.

a good man in africa william boyd: The Wiley Blackwell Companion to Contemporary British
and Irish Literature Richard Bradford, Madelena Gonzalez, Stephen Butler, James Ward, Kevin De
Ornellas, 2020-09-03 THE WILEY BLACKWELL COMPANION TO CONTEMPORARY BRITISH AND
IRISH LITERATURE An insightful guide to the exploration of modern British and Irish literature The
Wiley Blackwell Companion to Contemporary British and Irish Literature is a must-have guide for
anyone hoping to navigate the world of new British and Irish writing. Including modern authors and
poets from the 1960s through to the 21st century, the Companion provides a thorough overview of
contemporary poetry, fiction, and drama by some of the most prominent and noteworthy writers.
Seventy-three comprehensive chapters focus on individual authors as well as such topics as
Englishness and identity, contemporary Science Fiction, Black writing in Britain, crime fiction, and
the influence of globalization on British and Irish Literature. Written in four parts, The Wiley
Blackwell Companion to Contemporary British and Irish Literature includes comprehensive
examinations of individual authors, as well as a variety of themes that have come to define the
contemporary period: ethnicity, gender, nationality, and more. A thorough guide to the main figures
and concepts in contemporary literature from Britain and Ireland, this two-volume set: Includes
studies of notable figures such as Seamus Heaney and Angela Carter, as well as more recently
influential writers such as Zadie Smith and Sarah Waters. Covers topics such as LGBT fiction,
androgyny in contemporary British Literature, and post-Troubles Northern Irish Fiction Features a
broad range of writers and topics covered by distinguished academics Includes an analysis of the
interplay between individual authors and the major themes of the day, and whether an examination
of the latter enables us to appreciate the former. The Wiley Blackwell Companion to Contemporary
British and Irish Literature provides essential reading for students as well as academics seeking to
learn more about the history and future direction of contemporary British and Irish Literature.

a good man in africa william boyd: The Modern Library Carmen Callil, Colm Toibin,
2011-06-30 For Colm Toibin and Carmen Callil there is no difference between literary and
commercial writing - there is only the good novel: engrossing, inspirational, compelling. In their
selection of the best 200 novels written since 1950, the editors make a case for the best and the
best-loved works and argue why each should be considered a modern classic. Enlightening, often
unexpected and always engaging this tour through the world of fiction is full of surprises, forgotten
masterpieces and a valuable guide to what to read next. Authors in the collection include Agatha
Christie, Georgette Heyer, Daphne du Maurier, Patrick Hamilton, Carson McCullers, J. D. Salinger,
Bernard Malamud; Flannery O'Connor, Mulk Raj Anand, Raymond Chandler, L. P. Hartley, Amos
Tutuola, Sylvia Townsend Warner, Samuel Beckett, Patricia Highsmith, Chinua Achebe, Isak




Dineson, Alan Sillitoe, Ivy Compton-Burnett, Grace Paley, Harper Lee, Olivia Manning and Mordecai
Richler.

a good man in africa william boyd: Gods of Noonday Elaine Neil Orr, 2003

a good man in africa william boyd: Culture Meets Culture in the Movies David H. Budd,
2010-07-27 This is an examination of the interactions between people of different cultures as
portrayed in relatively modern, commonly available American and European films. The cinema is a
desirable medium through which to show cultural differences because it vividly portrays settings,
actions and emotions, all of which greatly influence viewers' perceptions. Films showing relations of
the United States, north and south; Japan, China, India, Asia, and Africa meeting the West; the clash
between American Indians and white settlers; various other intercultural contrasts, multicultural
voices in film, and the connection between popular film and intercultural studies--all are examined in
this work. Each chapter concludes with a filmography.

a good man in africa william boyd: A Study Guide for Chinua Achebe's "Anthills of the
Savannah" Gale, Cengage Learning, 2016

a good man in africa william boyd: James Bond - The Secret History Sean Egan,
2016-02-25 James Bond entered the world in 1953 with the novel Casino Royale by Ian Fleming.
Since then, the British secret agent codenamed 007 has become the biggest media phenomenon of
the modern age, surpassing and outlasting previous cultural icons such as Sherlock Holmes, Tarzan
and The Saint. Bond has conquered all forms of media - from books, films and radio to comic strips
and video games - while inspiring a tidal wave of merchandise and a legion of imitators. Although
the world has changed almost beyond recognition since his debut, his continuing relevance is
affirmed by the multiple generations who have thrilled to his exploits. This book for the first time
provides the full enthralling story of how the espionage fantasies of a rather melancholy journalist
came to captivate the world. It exposes the setbacks behind the triumphs, from Fleming’s increasing
boredom with his own creation to regular crises over re-casting of the cinematic Bond and legal
battles in the 1990s that almost destroyed the film franchise. With the help of Bond scholars,
Fleming intimates, Bond film crew and others, James Bond: The Secret History shows how the man
with the Licence to Kill overcame every hurdle to become the greatest fantasy hero of all time. With
a foreword by Jeremy Duns

a good man in africa william boyd: The Routledge History of Literature in English
Ronald Carter, John McRae, 1997 This bestselling guide to the developments in the history of British
and Irish literature uniquely charts the main features of literary language development, highlights
key language topics and spans over 1,000 years of literary history.This new guide to the main
developments in the history of British and Irish Literature uniquely charts some of the main features
of literary language development and highlights key language topics. Clearly structured and highly
readable, unlike traditional histories of literature it spans over a thousand years of literary history
from AD 600 to the present day. It emphasizes the growth of literary writing, its traditions,
conventions and changing characteristics, and includes literature from the margins, both
geographical and cultural.Key features of the book are:* an up-to-date guide to the major periods of
literature in English in Britain and Ireland* extensive coverage of post-1945 literature* language
notes spanning AD 600 to the present* extensive quotations from poetry, prose and drama* a
timeline of the important historical and political eventsThis will be essential reading for all students
of English literature and language.

a good man in africa william boyd: Voices of the Poor in Africa Elizabeth Allo Isichei, 2004
An ambitious new approach to African studies, utilizing indigenous sources to bring back the voices
of the native Africans in their own words rather than that of colonizers and foreigners. Elizabeth
Isichei explores the Atlantic slave trade, as reflected in the poetics of rumour and the poetics of
memory -- an approach different from the quantitative and demographic studies which have
transformed the subject over the past twenty years. To this and to her study of popular
consciousness in the colony and postcolony, she brings together a wide range of disciplines --
ethnography, art and art history, and contemporary literary theory among them -- to look at the



intellectual history of Africa, from African rather than European premises. The result is a history of
popular consciousness which shows the experiences of ordinary people, often in protest to an
ongoing experience of exploitation. Elizabeth Isichei is Professor of Religious Studies, Otago
University, Dunedin, New Zealand and author of over a dozen books on African history and religion.
She holds an Oxford doctorate, and aD.Litt from the University of Canterbury, and is a fellow of the
Royal Society [N.Z.]

a good man in africa william boyd: Becoming a Graphic Designer Steven Heller, Teresa
Fernandes, 2010-02-19 A revision of the bestselling visual guide to becoming a graphic designer
Becoming a Graphic Designer provides a comprehensive survey of the graphic design market,
including complete coverage of print and electronic media and the evolving digital design disciplines
that offer today's most sought-after jobs. Featuring 65 interviews with today's leading designers, this
visual guide has more than 600 illustrations and covers everything from education and training,
design specialties, and work settings to preparing an effective portfolio and finding a job. The book
offers profiles of major industries and key design disciplines, including all-new coverage of careers
in exhibition design and illustration. Steven Heller (New York, NY) is Art Director of the New York
Times Book Review and cochair of the MFA/Design program at the School of Visual Arts. He is the
author of over 80 books on design and popular culture. Teresa Fernandes (Greenwich, CT) is a
publications designer and art director.

a good man in africa william boyd: A Country of Refuge Lucy Popescu, 2016-06-02 A
Country of Refuge is a poignant, thought-provoking and timely anthology of writing on asylum
seekers from some of Britain and Ireland’s most influential voices. Compiled and edited by human
rights activist and writer Lucy Popescu, this powerful collection of short fiction, memoir, poetry and
essays explores what it really means to be a refugee: to flee from conflict, poverty and terror; to
have to leave your home and family behind; and to undertake a perilous journey, only to arrive on
less than welcoming shores. These writings are a testament to the strength of the human spirit. The
contributors articulate simple truths about migration that will challenge the way we think about and
act towards the dispossessed and those forced to seek a safe place to call home.

a good man in africa william boyd: Contemporary British Novelists Nick Rennison,
2004-12-31 Featuring a broad range of contemporary British novelists from lain Banks to Jeanette
Winterson, Louis de Bernieres to Irvine Welsh and Salman Rushdie, this book offers an excellent
introductory guide to the contemporary literary scene. Each entry includes concise biographical
information on each of the key novelists and analysis of their major works and themes. Fully
cross-referenced and containing extensive guides to further reading, Fifty Contemporary British
Novelists is the ideal guide to modern British fiction for both the student and the contemporary
fiction buff alike.

a good man in africa william boyd: Edinburgh History of Scottish Literature: Modern
Transformations: New Identities (from 1918) Ian Brown, 2006-11-13 In almost a century since
the First World War ended, Scotland has been transformed in many rich ways. Its literature has
been an essential part of that transformation. The third volume of the History, explores the vibrancy
of modern Scottish literature in all its forms and languages. Giving full credit to writing in Gaelic
and by the Scottish diaspora, it brings together the best contemporary critical insights from three
continents. It provides an accessible and refreshing picture of both the varieties of Scottish
literatures and the kaleidoscopic versions of Scotland that mark literary developments since 1918.

a good man in africa william boyd: Circus of Dreams John Walsh, 2022-04-07 Something
extraordinary happened to the UK literary scene in the 1980s. In the space of eight years, a
generation of young British writers took the literary novel into new realms of setting, subject matter
and style, challenging - and almost eclipsing - the Establishment writers of the 1950s. It began with
two names - Martin Amis and Ian McEwan - and became a flood: Julian Barnes, William Boyd,
Graham Swift, Salman Rushdie, Jeanette Winterson and Pat Barker among them. The rise of the
newcomers coincided with astonishing changes in the way books were published - and the ways in
which readers bought them and interacted with their authors. Suddenly, authors of serious fiction



were like rock stars, fashionable, sexy creatures, shrewdly marketed and feted in public. The yearly
bunfight of the Booker Prize became a matter of keen public interest. Tim Waterstone established
the first of a chain of revolutionary bookshops. London publishing houses became the playground of
exciting, visionary entrepreneurs who introduced new forms of fiction - magical realist, feminist,
post-colonial, gay - to modern readers. Independent houses began to spend ostentatious sums on
author advances and glamorous book launches. It was nothing short of a watershed in literary
culture. And its climax was the issuing of a death sentence by a fundamentalist leader whose
hostility to Western ideas of free speech made him, literally, the world's most lethal critic. Through
this exciting, hectic period, the journalist and author John Walsh played many parts: literary editor,
reviewer, interviewer, prize judge and TV pundit. He met and interviewed numerous literary stars,
attended the best launch parties and digested all the gossip and scandal of the time. In Circus of
Dreams he reports on what he found, first with wide-eyed delight and then with a keen eye on what
drove this glorious era. The result is a unique hybrid of personal memoir, oral history, literary
investigation and elegy for a golden age.

a good man in africa william boyd: Telling Stories , 2021-11-15 The present volume is a
highly comprehensive assessment of the postcolonial short story since the thirty-six contributions
cover most geographical areas concerned. Another important feature is that it deals not only with
exclusive practitioners of the genre (Mansfield, Munro), but also with well-known novelists (Achebe,
Armah, Atwood, Carey, Rushdie), so that stimulating comparisons are suggested between shorter
and longer works by the same authors. In addition, the volume is of interest for the study of aspects
of orality (dialect, dance rhythms, circularity and trickster figure for instance) and of the more or
less conflictual relationships between the individual (character or implied author) and the
community. Furthermore, the marginalized status of women emerges as another major theme, both
as regards the past for white women settlers, or the present for urbanized characters, primarily in
Africa and India. The reader will also have the rare pleasure of discovering Janice Kulik Keefer's
“Fox,” her version of what she calls in her commentary “displaced autobiography’” or “creative
non-fiction.” Lastly, an extensive bibliography on the postcolonial short story opens up further
possibilities for research.

a good man in africa william boyd: The Bookseller , 1981
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