
way of the world by william congreve
**Way of the World by William Congreve: A Timeless Restoration Comedy**

way of the world by william congreve stands as one of the most celebrated plays from the English
Restoration period, brilliantly capturing the wit, social satire, and complexities of human
relationships. Written by William Congreve in 1700, this comedy of manners continues to fascinate
audiences and scholars alike with its sharp dialogue, intricate plot, and timeless themes. If you’ve
ever wondered why this play remains relevant centuries after its debut, this article will walk you
through its background, characters, themes, and the enduring legacy of this literary masterpiece.

The Historical Context of Way of the World by William
Congreve

Understanding the context in which *Way of the World* was written is crucial for appreciating its
nuances. The play premiered during the English Restoration, a period marked by the re-
establishment of the monarchy under Charles II after years of Puritan rule. This era saw a
resurgence in theater, with audiences eager for entertainment that blended sophistication, satire,
and a touch of scandal.

William Congreve, a playwright known for his sharp wit and elegant writing, was part of this vibrant
cultural scene. *Way of the World* was his third play and is often considered his masterpiece. Unlike
the more bawdy comedies of earlier Restoration playwrights, Congreve’s work was noted for its
clever structure and refined humor, reflecting the changing tastes of London’s upper classes.

The Restoration Comedy Genre and Its Characteristics

*Way of the World* fits squarely into the genre known as Restoration comedy, which typically
involved:

- Satirical portrayals of social manners and class distinctions
- Complex romantic entanglements and misunderstandings
- Witty, fast-paced dialogue filled with double entendres
- A focus on marriage, money, and social status

Congreve’s play exemplifies these traits but stands out for its sophisticated plot and character
development, setting a high standard for comedic writing.

Plot Overview: The Intricacies of Social Maneuvering

At the heart of *Way of the World* lies a tale of love, deception, and social gamesmanship. The story
revolves around the lovers Mirabell and Millamant, who navigate the tangled web of social



expectations and family politics to secure their future together.

Mirabell is a clever and resourceful gentleman who seeks to marry Millamant, a witty and
independent woman. However, their union is complicated by the schemes of Lady Wishfort,
Millamant’s aunt, and other characters who have their own selfish agendas. The play’s intricate plot
involves secret agreements, disguises, and clever negotiations, all designed to expose hypocrisy and
secure happiness.

Key Characters and Their Roles

- **Mirabell**: The charming protagonist who must outwit his rivals to win Millamant’s hand.
- **Millamant**: A strong-willed and intelligent heroine who demands respect and equality in love.
- **Lady Wishfort**: The meddling aunt whose vanity and desperation make her a target for
manipulation.
- **Fainall**: Millamant’s fiancé, whose true motives create tension and conflict.

Each character embodies particular social traits and motivations, making the play a microcosm of
Restoration society’s complexities.

Themes Explored in Way of the World by William
Congreve

One of the reasons *Way of the World* remains so relevant is its exploration of themes that
transcend time. From social ambition to the nature of love, Congreve’s play offers sharp insights into
human behavior.

Marriage and Social Contracts

Marriage in *Way of the World* is not merely a romantic union but a social contract laden with
negotiation and power dynamics. The play portrays marriage as a transaction influenced by wealth,
status, and mutual advantage, highlighting the practical considerations behind what might seem like
purely emotional decisions.

Wit and Communication

The battle of wits is central to the play, with characters engaging in verbal sparring that reveals
their intelligence, intentions, and social positions. This emphasis on language and rhetoric reflects
Restoration society’s appreciation for cleverness and social maneuvering.



Hypocrisy and Social Satire

Congreve uses satire to expose the hypocrisies of the upper class—particularly their pretense,
vanity, and moral duplicity. Characters like Lady Wishfort illustrate how societal pressures can lead
to ridiculous or harmful behavior, making the play a sharp critique of its time.

Why Way of the World by William Congreve Still
Matters Today

Despite being over 300 years old, *Way of the World* continues to resonate with modern audiences
and readers. Its themes of love, power, and social games are universal, and its witty dialogue
remains entertaining.

Relevance in Modern Theater and Literature

Many contemporary playwrights and authors draw inspiration from Congreve’s style and themes.
The play’s structure and characterization have influenced countless works that explore social
dynamics with humor and insight.

Performance and Adaptations

*Way of the World* is still performed worldwide, often praised for its rich language and engaging
characters. Modern productions sometimes update the setting or emphasize particular themes to
connect with today’s audiences, proving the play’s adaptability and enduring appeal.

Tips for Reading or Watching Way of the World

If you’re new to *Way of the World* or Restoration comedy in general, here are some helpful tips to
enhance your experience:

Pay attention to the language: The play’s wit lies in its dialogue, so savor the clever
wordplay and double meanings.

Understand the social context: Knowing a bit about Restoration England helps clarify
character motivations and societal norms.

Focus on character relationships: Much of the drama comes from the interactions and
power struggles between characters.

Watch a live performance or film adaptation: Seeing the play acted out can illuminate the



humor and dynamics that might be missed in reading.

Exploring *Way of the World* with these points in mind can deepen your appreciation for Congreve’s
craftsmanship and the play’s thematic richness.

---

In the end, *Way of the World by William Congreve* is much more than a relic of Restoration
theater. It’s a vibrant, intelligent comedy that continues to offer insights into human nature, society,
and the intricate dance of relationships. Whether you approach it as a literary work or a theatrical
experience, its blend of humor, complexity, and social commentary ensures it remains a compelling
read and performance even today.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of 'The Way of the World' by
William Congreve?
'The Way of the World' primarily explores themes of love, marriage, and social manners, focusing on
the complexities of courtship and the transactional nature of relationships in Restoration society.

Who are the main characters in 'The Way of the World' and
what roles do they play?
The main characters include Mirabell and Millamant, the central romantic couple; Lady Wishfort,
Millamant's aunt; and Mrs. Fainall, Mirabell's former lover. Mirabell and Millamant's witty
exchanges and negotiations drive the plot, while other characters create obstacles and social
commentary.

How does William Congreve use wit and language in 'The Way
of the World'?
Congreve employs sharp wit, clever dialogue, and intricate wordplay to satirize the manners and
affectations of the upper class, making the play a quintessential example of Restoration comedy.

What is the significance of the play's title, 'The Way of the
World'?
The title reflects the cynical view of social customs and human behavior in the play, emphasizing the
idea that love and relationships are often influenced by manipulation, social status, and self-interest.

Why is 'The Way of the World' considered a classic of



Restoration comedy?
'The Way of the World' is considered a classic because of its sophisticated dialogue, complex
characters, and its incisive critique of social norms during the Restoration era, blending humor with
social commentary.

Additional Resources
Way of the World by William Congreve: A Timeless Exploration of Human Nature and Social Satire

way of the world by william congreve stands as a seminal work in the canon of Restoration
comedy, reflecting the complexities and idiosyncrasies of early 18th-century English society. First
performed in 1700, this play encapsulates the sharp wit and intricate plotting typical of William
Congreve’s dramaturgy, while offering a nuanced critique of social manners, marriage, and human
folly. Its enduring relevance and literary significance continue to attract scholars, theatre
practitioners, and audiences alike, making it a subject worthy of comprehensive analysis.

Context and Historical Significance

Written during the Restoration period, the era following the re-establishment of the English
monarchy under Charles II, _Way of the World_ captures the zeitgeist of a society characterized by
elaborate social rituals and moral ambiguity. William Congreve, a leading playwright of this era,
crafted the play against a backdrop of shifting social structures and evolving attitudes toward
marriage and gender roles. Unlike the broader comedies of manners that often leaned heavily on
slapstick or farce, _Way of the World by William Congreve_ employs a more sophisticated and
satirical approach, reflecting the emerging Enlightenment ideals of reason and wit.

This play is frequently juxtaposed with Congreve’s earlier works such as _The Old Bachelor_ and
_Love for Love_, revealing a maturation in his style and thematic focus. It also serves as a
counterpoint to contemporaries like William Wycherley and George Etherege, offering sharper social
commentary and a more complex narrative structure.

Plot Overview and Structural Analysis

At its core, _Way of the World_ revolves around the romantic entanglements and social maneuvering
of two central characters, Mirabell and Millamant. Their courtship is riddled with negotiations,
conditions, and deceptions, emblematic of the transactional nature of relationships in Restoration
high society. The play’s structure is notable for its intricate subplots involving deceit, blackmail, and
the exposure of hidden motives, all converging toward a resolution that reaffirms the social order,
albeit with a satirical edge.

Congreve’s use of a five-act structure allows for a gradual unraveling of character motivations and
social dynamics. The interplay between dialogue and action exemplifies the Restoration comedy’s
reliance on witty repartee and verbal dexterity. The famous “proviso scene,” where Mirabell and
Millamant negotiate the terms of their future marriage, remains a standout moment for its blend of



humor and insight into gender politics.

Characterization and Thematic Depth

The characters in _Way of the World by William Congreve_ are multifaceted, embodying both the
virtues and vices of their social milieu. Mirabell, the play’s protagonist, is a clever and resourceful
gentleman whose schemes drive much of the plot. Millamant, his love interest, is equally sharp-
witted and assertive, challenging traditional gender dynamics through her demand for agency within
their relationship.

Other characters such as Lady Wishfort and Mrs. Fainall provide contrasting perspectives on social
ambition and morality. Lady Wishfort’s desperate pursuit of youth and status highlights the anxieties
surrounding aging and reputation, while Mrs. Fainall’s duplicity exposes the fragility of trust within
marriage.

Thematically, the play explores:

Marriage as a social contract: The negotiation of terms between Mirabell and Millamant
underscores the transactional nature of marriage in the period.

Deception and appearance: The prevalence of disguises and false identities critiques the
superficiality of social interactions.

Gender and power: The play interrogates the balance of authority within relationships,
particularly through Millamant’s assertiveness.

Wealth and inheritance: Financial interests frequently motivate characters’ actions,
reflecting societal preoccupations with property and status.

Language and Wit as Tools of Critique

Congreve’s mastery of language is a defining feature of _Way of the World_. The dialogue bristles
with irony, double entendres, and epigrams, positioning the play as a linguistic tour de force. This
use of wit not only entertains but also functions as a mechanism for social critique, exposing
hypocrisies and pretensions.

The play’s linguistic style can be compared to that of other Restoration playwrights, yet Congreve’s
precision and subtlety distinguish his work. His characters often engage in verbal duels, where
quick thinking and rhetorical skill are prized above brute force or emotional outburst. This elevates
the play beyond mere comedy into a sophisticated exploration of human communication.



Reception and Legacy

Upon its premiere, _Way of the World_ experienced a mixed reception, with some contemporary
audiences finding its complexity and cynicism challenging. However, over time, it has gained
recognition as one of the finest examples of Restoration comedy. Its nuanced portrayal of social
mores and enduring themes have ensured its place in academic curricula and theatrical repertoires.

Modern productions often emphasize its relevance to contemporary discussions of gender politics
and social strategy, demonstrating the play’s adaptability and timelessness. Critical analysis
frequently highlights Congreve’s ability to blend humor with incisive social observation, making the
play a rich subject for interdisciplinary study.

Comparative Perspectives and Modern Adaptations

When examined alongside other Restoration comedies, _Way of the World_ stands out for its
structural sophistication and moral ambiguity. Unlike the broader farcical elements found in some
plays of the period, Congreve’s work demands a more engaged and reflective audience.

Several modern adaptations have sought to reinterpret the play for contemporary viewers,
sometimes updating language or setting to highlight enduring social issues. These productions often
grapple with balancing fidelity to the original text with accessibility, underscoring the challenges
inherent in reviving classical works for new generations.

Adaptations emphasizing feminist readings explore Millamant’s assertiveness as proto-feminist
agency.

Some productions highlight the economic underpinnings of marriage negotiations, resonating
with modern discussions about financial power dynamics.

Innovative stagings sometimes incorporate multimedia or non-traditional casting, reflecting
ongoing interest in the play’s themes.

Strengths and Limitations

The primary strength of _Way of the World by William Congreve_ lies in its incisive social
commentary, layered characterization, and linguistic brilliance. It offers a window into Restoration
society while posing universal questions about human behavior.

However, its dense language and intricate plot may pose accessibility challenges for some modern
audiences. The play’s reliance on social conventions of its era means that certain nuances require
contextual understanding to be fully appreciated. Additionally, its focus on the upper echelons of
society limits the scope of its critique to a particular social class.



Despite these limitations, the play remains a cornerstone of English literary and theatrical heritage,
its insights continuing to resonate across centuries.

---

In exploring _Way of the World by William Congreve_, one encounters a work that deftly combines
entertainment with incisive social examination. Its exploration of relationships, power, and societal
expectations captures the complexities of human interaction with a wit and subtlety that remain
compelling today. As both a historical artifact and a living piece of theatre, it invites ongoing
reflection on the “way of the world” itself.

Way Of The World By William Congreve

  way of the world by william congreve: “The” Way of the World William Congreve, 1776
  way of the world by william congreve: The Way of the World and Other Plays William
Congreve, 2006-04-27 With piercing accuracy William ongreve depicted the shallow, brittle world of
'society' where the right artifice in manners, fashion and conversation--and money--eased the
passage to success. Through sparkling, witty dialogue and brilliant characterisation--Lady Plyant,
Valentine, Lady Touchwood, Mirabell and Millamant--Congreve exposed the follies and vanities of
that world, and suggested that behind the glinting mirror lay something more brutal. 'The language
is everywhere that of Men of Honour, but their Actions are those of Knaves; a proof that he was
perfectly well acquainted with human Nature, and frequented what we call polite company.'
--Voltaire 'Congreve quitted the stage in disdain, and comedy left it with him.' --A contemporary
  way of the world by william congreve: The Way of The World William Congreve, 2023-10-01
Welcome to the captivating world of The Way of the World by William Congreve, a timeless comedy
of manners that offers a witty and satirical exploration of love, marriage, and social conventions.
Prepare to be dazzled by Congreve's sharp wit, sparkling dialogue, and astute observations of
human nature as he invites you into the glamorous and often scandalous world of 18th-century
London society. In this classic play, Congreve skillfully navigates the complexities of love and
courtship, weaving together a tapestry of romantic entanglements, misunderstandings, and
deceptions. Join the colorful cast of characters as they navigate the treacherous waters of high
society, where reputation is everything and appearances can be deceiving. From the spirited and
witty Millamant to the charming but duplicitous Mirabell, each character is brought to life with wit
and sophistication, creating a world that is as entertaining as it is insightful. The Way of the World is
more than just a comedy—it's a biting satire that exposes the hypocrisy and absurdity of the social
elite. Through its clever dialogue and intricate plot twists, Congreve invites readers to question the
values and conventions of their own society, while reveling in the timeless humor and irreverence of
his characters. The overall tone of the play is one of wit, sophistication, and biting satire, as
Congreve skewers the pretensions and affectations of the upper classes with a keen eye and a sharp
tongue. Whether lampooning the rituals of courtship or exposing the follies of human vanity, he
delights in puncturing the pompous and the self-important, leaving readers both amused and
enlightened. Since its first performance, The Way of the World has been hailed as a masterpiece of
English literature, celebrated for its sparkling wit, memorable characters, and timeless insights into
the human condition. Its enduring popularity and continued relevance make it a beloved classic that
continues to entertain and delight audiences around the world. Whether you're a fan of classic
literature, a lover of comedy, or simply someone who enjoys a good laugh, The Way of the World
promises an unforgettable theatrical experience. Prepare to be transported to a world of wit,
intrigue, and romance, where nothing is quite as it seems and laughter reigns supreme. Experience

https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-161/way-of-the-world-by-william-congreve.pdf


the brilliance of The Way of the World today. Order your copy now and discover why William
Congreve's comedy of manners remains a timeless classic that continues to delight audiences
centuries after its first performance.
  way of the world by william congreve: The Way of the World, Etc William Congreve, 1774
  way of the world by william congreve: The Way of the World William William Congreve,
2017-02-15 How is this book unique? Font adjustments & biography included Unabridged (100%
Original content) Formatted for e-reader Illustrated About The Way of the World by William
Congreve The play is based around the two lovers Mirabell and Millamant. In order for the two to
get married and receive Millamant's full dowry, Mirabell must receive the blessing of Millamant's
aunt, Lady Wishfort. Unfortunately, she is a very bitter lady, who despises Mirabell and wants her
own nephew, Sir Wilful, to wed Millamant. Mirabell is no saint, but he deserves the title of 'hero' for
masterminding the action with the same wit and humanity with which the dramatist designed the
play. Mirabell is both financially and amorously interested in the skittish Millamant, who declares
that she might, with certain provisos, 'dwindle into a wife'.
  way of the world by william congreve: The Way of the World (Restoration Comedy) By:
William Congreve William Congreve, 2017-11-02 The Way of the World is a play written by the
English playwright William Congreve. It premiered in early March 1700 in the theatre in Lincoln's
Inn Fields in London. It is widely regarded as one of the best Restoration comedies and is still
occasionally performed. At the time, however, the play struck many audience members as continuing
the immorality of the previous decades, and it was not well received. Plot Act 1 is set in a chocolate
house where Mirabell and Fainall have just finished playing cards. A footman comes and tells
Mirabell that Waitwell (Mirabell's male servant) and Foible (Lady Wishfort's female servant) were
married that morning. Mirabell tells Fainall about his love of Millamant and is encouraged to marry
her. Witwoud and Petulant appear and Mirabell is informed that should Lady Wishfort marry, he will
lose £6000 of Millamant's inheritance.He will only get this money if he can make Lady Wishfort
consent to his and Millamant's marriage. Act 2 is set in St. James' Park. Mrs. Fainall and Mrs.
Marwood are discussing their hatred of men. Fainall appears and accuses Mrs. Marwood (with
whom he is having an affair) of loving Mirabell (which she does). Meanwhile, Mrs. Fainall (Mirabell's
former lover) tells Mirabell that she hates her husband, and they begin to plot to deceive Lady
Wishfort into giving her consent to the marriage. Millamant appears in the park and, angry about
the previous night (when Mirabell was confronted by Lady Wishfort), she tells Mirabell of her
displeasure in his plan, which she only has a vague idea about. After she leaves, the newly wed
servants appear and Mirabell reminds them of their roles in the plan. Acts 3, 4 and 5 are all set in
the home of Lady Wishfort. We are introduced to Lady Wishfort who is encouraged by Foible to
marry the supposed Sir Rowland - Mirabell's supposed uncle - so that Mirabell will lose his
inheritance. Sir Rowland is, however, Waitwell in disguise, and the plan is to entangle Lady Wishfort
in a marriage which cannot go ahead, because it would be bigamy, not to mention a social disgrace
(Waitwell is only a serving man, Lady Wishfort an aristocrat). Mirabell will offer to help her out of
the embarrassing situation if she consents to his marriage. Later, Mrs. Fainall discusses this plan
with Foible, but this is overheard by Mrs. Marwood. She later tells the plan to Fainall, who decides
that he will take his wife's money and go away with Mrs. Marwood. Mirabell and Millamant, equally
strong-willed, discuss in detail the conditions under which they would accept each other in marriage
(otherwise known as the proviso scene), showing the depth of their feeling for each other. Mirabell
finally proposes to Millamant and, with Mrs. Fainall's encouragement (almost consent, as Millamant
knows of their previous relations), Millamant accepts. Mirabell leaves as Lady Wishfort arrives, and
she lets it be known that she wants Millamant to marry her nephew, Sir Wilfull Witwoud, who has
just arrived from the countryside. Lady Wishfort later gets a letter telling her about the Sir Rowland
plot. Sir Rowland takes the letter and accuses Mirabell of trying to sabotage their wedding. Lady
Wishfort agrees to let Sir Rowland bring a marriage contract that night...... William Congreve (24
January 1670 - 19 January 1729) was an English playwright and poet of the Restoration period. He is
known for his clever, satirical dialogue and influence on the comedy of manners style of that period.



He was also a minor political figure in the British Whig Party............
  way of the world by william congreve: The Way of the World William Congreve, 2018-04-23
The Way of the World
  way of the world by william congreve: The Way of the World William Congreve, 2020-01-02
The play is centred on the two lovers Mirabell and Millamant (originally played by John Verbruggen
and Anne Bracegirdle). In order for them to marry and receive Millamant's full dowry, Mirabell must
receive the blessing of Millamant's aunt, Lady Wishfort. Unfortunately, Lady Wishfort is a very bitter
lady who despises Mirabell and wants her own nephew, Sir Wilfull, to wed Millamant. Meanwhile,
Lady Wishfort, a widow, wants to marry again and has her eyes on an uncle of Mirabell's, the
wealthy Sir Rowland.Another character, Fainall, is having a secret affair with Mrs. Marwood, a
friend of Fainall's wife. Mrs. Fainall, who is Lady Wishfort's daughter, herself once had an affair with
Mirabell and remains his friend. In the meantime, Mirabell's servant Waitwell is married to Foible,
Lady Wishfort's servant. Waitwell pretends to be Sir Rowland and, on Mirabell's command, tries to
trick Lady Wishfort into a false engagement.
  way of the world by william congreve: The Way of the World Congreve, 2007-01-01 ``In
1700, when The Way of the World was performed on the English stage at Lincoln's Inn Fields (a new
theatre that William Congreve managed), it was not a popular success. This was the last play
Congreve was to write, perhaps for that reason. Since that time, however, this play has come to be
regarded not only as Congreve's masterpiece, but as a classic example of the Comedy of Manners.
The play is aptly named for two reasons. First, its action takes place in the ````present,```` which
means it reflects the same social period during which the play was originally performed. Second, as
a comedy of manners, its purpose is to expose to public scrutiny and laughter the often absurd yet
very human passions and follies that characterize social behavior. It therefore transcends its time by
holding a mirror to the fashionable world in all of its frivolity and confusion while posing something
more precious and sensible as an antidote. As with all comedies of this type, the principle comic
material consists of sexual relations and confrontations. Marriages are made for the sake of
convenience and tolerated within precise social limits. Affairs are conventional, jealousies abound,
lovers are coy, and gallantry is contrived. Dowries are the coin of the marriage realm and therefore
they are of central concern in all contracts and adulterous intrigues. Congreve makes clear that the
general way of the world may be funny but it is not particularly nice. In the way of all romantic
comedies the ````marriage of true minds```` is finally achieved, but humiliation, cruelty, and villainy
are the means by which the action goes forward. His comedy is not intended to remedy the world, of
course, but to offer an insightful and amusing view of both its seedy and sympathetic aspects.``
Descriptor(s): LITERARY FORMS | NOVELS | LITERARY STYLE | COMEDY | LITERARY CRITICISM
  way of the world by william congreve: The Way of the World, 1700 William Congreve,
1969
  way of the world by william congreve: The Way of the World by William Congreve William
Congreve, 2018-01-02 Title: The Way of the WorldAuthor: William CongreveLanguage: English
  way of the world by william congreve: The Way of the World William Congreve, 2021-02-22
Mirabell, once a womanizer, seeks to marry a girl he loves, Ms. Millamant. Unfortunately, her aunt,
Lady Wishfort, holds power over her 6,000 pound inheritance and despises Mirabell because he once
pretended to love her. Mirabell and Ms. Millamant devise a plot in which his servant, Waitworth, will
marry Lady Wishfort's servant, Foible, and then woo Lady Wishfort in disguise as Mirabell's uncle,
Sir Rowland. The scheme proceeds as planned until Ms. Marwood, who unrequitedly desires
Mirabell, overhears the plot when Foible fills in Lady Wishfort's daughter, Mrs. Fainall. Ms.
Marwood tells the man to whom she is mistress, Mr. Fainall, about the scheme and the fact that
Mirabell was also once romantically involved with his wife, Mrs. Fainall. Incensed by this situation,
the two plan to foil Mirabell's scheme. Sir Wilfull, a nephew of Lady Wishfort's, comes to town before
departing to go abroad, and Lady Wishfort desires for him, though a bumbling man, to marry Ms.
Millamant. The situation comes to a head when Lady Wishfort, while visiting with Sir Rowland,
receives a letter from Ms. Marwood revealing Mirabell's scheme. Fainall attempts to use Lady



Wishfort and her daughter's precarious social situation as leverage to gain Ms. Millamant's
inheritance and all of Lady Wishfort's money through control of his wife's inheritance. However, he
is foiled by Ms. Millamant announcing she will marry Sir Wilfull and Mirabell announcing that he has
had claim to Mrs. Fainall's inheritance since before her marriage to Fainall. Once Fainall and Ms.
Marwood leave, Ms. Millamant rescinds her offer to Sir Wilfull and she and Mirabell receive Lady
Wishfort's blessing for marriage, her reputation having been saved by the two lovers.
  way of the world by william congreve: The Way of the World William Congreve, 1755
  way of the world by william congreve: The Way of the World William Congreve, 2015-04-03
Mirabell and Millamant want to get married. To order to get married and get Millamant's full dowry,
Mirabell must receive the blessing of Millamant's aunt, Lady Wishfort.
  way of the world by william congreve: THE WAY OF THE WORLD "Annotated" Travel Writing
William Congreve, 2020-07-25 Mirabell, once a womanizer, seeks to marry a girl he loves, Ms.
Millamant. Unfortunately, her aunt, Lady Wishfort, holds electricity over her 6,000-pound
inheritance and despises Mirabell due to the fact he once pretended to like her. Mirabell and Ms.
Millamant devise a plot wherein his servant, Waitworth, will marry Lady Wishfort's servant, Foible,
and then woo Lady Wishfort in cover as Mirabell's uncle, Sir Rowland. The scheme proceeds as
planned until Ms. Marwood, who unrequitedly goals Mirabell, overhears the plot whilst Foible fills in
Lady Wishfort's daughter, Mrs. Fainall. Ms. Marwood tells the man to whom she is mistress, Mr.
Fainall, about the scheme and the reality that Mirabell become additionally as soon as romantically
concerned with his spouse, Mrs. Fainall. Incensed by way of this case, the two plans to foil Mirabell's
scheme. Sir Wilfull, a nephew of Lady Wishfort's, comes to city earlier than departing to go abroad,
and Lady Wishfort goals for him, although a bumbling man, to marry Ms. Millamant. The situation
involves a head while Lady Wishfort, at the same time as travelling with Sir Rowland, receives a
letter from Ms. Marwood revealing Mirabell's scheme. Fainall attempts to use Lady Wishfort and her
daughter's precarious social state of affairs as leverage to benefit Ms. Millamant's inheritance and
all of Lady Wishfort's money through control of his wife's inheritance. However, he's foiled by way of
Ms. Millamant pronouncing she can marry Sir Wilfull and Mirabell announcing that he has had
declare to Mrs. Fainall's inheritance for the reason that before her marriage to Fainall. Once Fainall
and Ms. Marwood leave, Ms. Millamant rescinds her offer to Sir Wilfull and she or he and Mirabell
get hold of Lady Wishfort's blessing for marriage, her popularity having been stored through the 2
enthusiasts.
  way of the world by william congreve: The Way of the World William Congreve, 2021-03-31
The Way of the World is a play written by the English playwright William Congreve.
  way of the world by william congreve: The Way of the World By William Congreve
Annotated Version William Congreve, 2021-01-22 The Way of the World is a play written by the
English playwright William Congreve. It premiered in early March 1700 in the theatre in Lincoln's
Inn Fields in London. It is widely regarded as one of the best Restoration comedies and is still
occasionally performed.
  way of the world by william congreve: The Way of the World by William Congreve Koenig
Premium Classics, William Congreve, 2020-04-06
  way of the world by william congreve: The Way Of The World By William Congreve Illustrated
Novel William Congreve, 2020-10-11 The Way of the World is a play written by the English
playwright William Congreve. It premiered in early March 1700 in the theatre in Lincoln's Inn Fields
in London. It is widely regarded as one of the best Restoration comedies and is still occasionally
performed.
  way of the world by william congreve: The Way of the World William Congreve, 2004-06 A
woman who is not a fool can have but one reason for associating with a man that is, says Mirabell,
the amorous hero of The Way of the World, His cleverness must overcome his own foolishness as he
tries to extricate himself from one affair in order to pursue another. His new passion is inspired by
Mrs. Millimant, who confides, I love to give pain. First performed in 1700, The Way of the World has
since earned a reputation as a play for connoisseurs, a satire whose every word pricks or scratches.



Its portrayal of the petty intrigues and duplicity of genteel society spares neither coquette nor
rascal.
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