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Robert Zemeckis Political Views: Exploring the Mind Behind Iconic Films

robert zemeckis political views are a topic of curiosity for many film
enthusiasts and cultural observers alike. Known primarily as the visionary
filmmaker behind classics such as *Back to the Future*, *Forrest Gump*, and
*Cast Away*, Zemeckis has shaped modern cinema with his innovative
storytelling and technical prowess. Yet, unlike many of his Hollywood
contemporaries, his political stance is not always front and center in public
discourse. This article takes an in-depth look at Robert Zemeckis political
views, how they might influence his work, and what the broader context
reveals about his place in the intersection between politics and filmmaking.

Understanding Robert Zemeckis’ Background and
Public Persona

Before diving into Robert Zemeckis political views, it’s important to
understand his background and how he presents himself publicly. Born in 1951,
Zemeckis grew up in a working-class family in Chicago, which arguably shaped
his worldview. His films often explore themes of ordinary people navigating
extraordinary circumstances, hinting at a deep empathy for the common person.

Unlike some directors who openly champion political causes, Zemeckis tends to
keep his personal political opinions relatively private. This discretion
makes it a bit more challenging to pin down his explicit political leanings.
However, through interviews, film content, and his public actions, one can
piece together a nuanced picture that reflects a moderate and somewhat
humanistic perspective.

Robert Zemeckis Political Views Reflected in
His Films

Humanism and Empathy in Storytelling

One of the most striking elements of Robert Zemeckis’ work is his focus on
humanism. Films like *Forrest Gump* showcase an inclusive view of American
history and culture, portraying a protagonist whose simple goodness
transcends political divisions. The film subtly critiques social and
political issues—such as war and civil rights—without adopting a heavy-handed
ideological stance.



This approach suggests that Zemeckis values storytelling that highlights
individual experiences over partisan politics. His narratives often emphasize
resilience, kindness, and the complexity of human nature, traits that align
with a more centrist or humanist political viewpoint.

Technology and Progress: A Forward-Looking
Perspective

Zemeckis is also known for his pioneering use of technology in film,
especially with motion capture and special effects. This fascination with
innovation could be interpreted as a political metaphor for progress and
modernization. His work sometimes carries an implicit optimism about the role
of technology in improving lives, which resonates with a forward-thinking and
pragmatic worldview.

Such an outlook often aligns with political attitudes that support scientific
advancement and education. While not overtly political, this aspect of his
creative philosophy hints at values commonly associated with progressive
policies on technology and innovation.

Public Statements and Political Engagement

Limited Public Political Commentary

Unlike some Hollywood figures who frequently voice their political opinions,
Robert Zemeckis has maintained a relatively low profile in political
commentary. He rarely discusses his political beliefs in interviews,
preferring to focus on his craft and the storytelling aspects of cinema.

This reticence might reflect a desire to keep art and politics somewhat
separate, or perhaps an intention not to alienate any segment of his
audience. It also suggests a level of political moderation or pragmatism,
avoiding the extremes often seen in public political debates.

Support for Social Issues Through Film

While direct political activism is not prominent in Zemeckis’ public life,
some of his films touch on social issues that carry political weight. For
example, *Flight* (2012), a film he produced, explores addiction and
accountability, themes that resonate with broader societal discussions on
health care and justice.

This indirect engagement with political themes through cinema allows Zemeckis



to contribute thoughtfully to cultural conversations without making overt
political statements. It’s a subtle but impactful way to reflect on societal
challenges.

Robert Zemeckis Within Hollywood’s Political
Landscape

Comparing to Peers’ Political Activism

In an era where many filmmakers and actors are vocal about their political
stances, Zemeckis’ more reserved approach stands out. While directors like
Michael Moore or Oliver Stone openly incorporate political messages into
their work and public personas, Zemeckis appears to prioritize storytelling
over advocacy.

This contrast highlights the diversity of political engagement in Hollywood.
Zemeckis represents a segment of artists who prefer to influence culture
through narrative and innovation rather than direct political activism.

The Balance Between Art and Politics

Zemeckis’ career exemplifies the ongoing tension between art and politics in
the entertainment industry. His films often contain social commentary but
avoid overt political partisanship. This balance appeals to a broad audience
and allows his work to endure beyond the shifting tides of political opinion.

For filmmakers and fans alike, this approach offers valuable insight into how
political views can subtly inform art without dominating it. It’s a reminder
that political engagement in cinema can take many forms, from explicit
messaging to nuanced storytelling.

What Robert Zemeckis Political Views Tell Us
About Hollywood’s Influence

Hollywood has long been a battleground for political ideas, with filmmakers
shaping public opinion through their work. Robert Zemeckis political views,
as inferred from his films and public demeanor, reflect a moderate, human-
centered perspective that values storytelling above ideology.

This approach highlights the power of cinema to foster empathy and
understanding without descending into partisan rhetoric. It suggests that



political influence in Hollywood can be more about shared human experiences
than divisive politics.

Tips for Interpreting Political Themes in Film

For those interested in exploring political views through cinema, Zemeckis’
work offers a useful case study. Here are some tips to consider:

Look beyond explicit messages: Political views in film are often
implicit, embedded in character development and narrative arcs.

Consider historical context: Many of Zemeckis’ films engage with
historical events, which can reveal underlying social and political
commentary.

Analyze technological and thematic choices: The use of innovation and
humanism can reflect broader ideological leanings.

Observe the filmmaker’s public statements: Even limited commentary can
provide valuable clues about their worldview.

By applying these strategies, viewers can gain a richer understanding of how
filmmakers like Robert Zemeckis navigate the complex relationship between art
and politics.

Robert Zemeckis’ career is a testament to the idea that powerful political
expression does not always require loud declarations. Instead, through
compelling stories and innovative filmmaking, he offers a subtle but profound
commentary on the human condition, reflecting nuanced political views that
resonate across audiences and eras.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are Robert Zemeckis's known political views?
Robert Zemeckis has not publicly aligned himself strongly with any particular
political ideology, focusing more on his filmmaking career than political
commentary.

Has Robert Zemeckis ever expressed support for a
political party?
There is no widely documented evidence of Robert Zemeckis openly supporting



any specific political party.

Does Robert Zemeckis incorporate political themes in
his films?
While some of Robert Zemeckis's films contain social or cultural commentary,
they are generally not overtly political in nature.

Has Robert Zemeckis commented on current political
issues?
Robert Zemeckis tends to avoid public commentary on current political issues,
preferring to keep his personal views private.

Is Robert Zemeckis involved in political activism?
There is no public record of Robert Zemeckis being actively involved in
political activism.

How do Robert Zemeckis's political views influence
his filmmaking?
Any influence of political views on Robert Zemeckis's filmmaking is subtle
and not explicitly stated; his films primarily focus on storytelling and
entertainment.

Has Robert Zemeckis made any statements about
political leadership?
Robert Zemeckis has not made notable public statements regarding political
leadership or politicians.

Are there interviews where Robert Zemeckis discusses
politics?
Interviews with Robert Zemeckis rarely delve into politics, as he generally
steers conversations toward his work in film.

Do Robert Zemeckis's collaborators share similar
political views?
Information about the political views of Robert Zemeckis's collaborators is
limited, and any similarities are not publicly documented.



Additional Resources
Robert Zemeckis Political Views: An Analytical Exploration

robert zemeckis political views have long been a subject of interest for
cinephiles and cultural commentators alike. As one of Hollywood’s most
influential directors, known for groundbreaking works such as *Back to the
Future*, *Forrest Gump*, and *Who Framed Roger Rabbit*, Zemeckis’s artistic
sensibilities have often intersected with social and political narratives.
However, unlike many contemporaries in the film industry, Zemeckis has
maintained a relatively discreet public stance on overt political
affiliations, prompting a deeper investigation into the subtle ways his
perspectives may be reflected through his films and public statements.

This article delves into Robert Zemeckis’s political leanings, exploring the
nuances behind his creative choices and public engagements, while also
analyzing the broader cultural implications of his work. By examining
interviews, filmography, and public actions, we aim to present a balanced and
comprehensive view of Zemeckis’s position within the political spectrum.

Understanding Robert Zemeckis’s Political
Orientation

Robert Zemeckis is not widely known for vocal political activism, which sets
him apart from some of his Hollywood peers who often use their platforms to
champion specific causes. Nevertheless, traces of his political ideology can
be deduced through the themes and narratives of his films as well as sporadic
commentary on social issues.

Subtle Reflections of Social Commentary in Film

While Zemeckis’s work is primarily celebrated for its technical innovation
and storytelling prowess, several of his films incorporate subtle social
critiques that offer insight into his worldview. For instance, *Forrest Gump*
(1994) navigates through pivotal moments in American history, touching on
themes such as the Vietnam War, civil rights movements, and the evolving
American dream. The film’s nuanced portrayal of historical events suggests a
reflective, perhaps moderate, perspective on America’s socio-political
landscape. It neither overtly criticizes nor unconditionally praises the
establishment, instead opting for a humanized depiction of complexity.

Similarly, *The Polar Express* (2004) and *Flight* (2012) explore themes of
belief, trust, and personal responsibility, indicating Zemeckis’s interest in
individual agency within broader societal frameworks. These narrative choices
may reflect a centrist or pragmatic approach to social issues, where personal
morality and resilience take precedence over ideological extremes.



Public Statements and Political Engagement

In interviews and public appearances, Robert Zemeckis has generally avoided
direct political discourse, rarely endorsing specific candidates or policies.
This reticence might be interpreted as a deliberate effort to maintain
artistic independence or as a preference for focusing on storytelling rather
than political advocacy.

However, on occasion, Zemeckis has expressed opinions on industry-related
topics such as censorship, freedom of expression, and the role of media in
shaping public opinion. These stances align with a broader commitment to
creative liberty and underscore his support for open dialogue, a cornerstone
value in democratic societies.

The Intersection of Hollywood and Politics in
Zemeckis’s Career

The complex relationship between Hollywood and politics has evolved
significantly over the decades, with many filmmakers actively shaping or
responding to political discourse. Robert Zemeckis’s career offers a case
study in how a director can navigate this terrain while maintaining a
relatively apolitical public persona.

Hollywood’s Political Climate and Zemeckis’s
Position

In the contemporary entertainment industry, political engagement often serves
as a litmus test for public figures. Directors like Steven Spielberg and
Michael Moore, for example, have been unabashedly outspoken on various
political issues. Zemeckis, by contrast, adopts a more reserved approach,
emphasizing storytelling over political messaging. This choice may stem from
a belief in the power of cinema to provoke thought without prescribing
political solutions.

Zemeckis’s films do engage with politics indirectly, particularly through
historical contexts or social undercurrents, but the director rarely uses his
platform to explicitly champion partisan causes. This suggests a nuanced
understanding of the role filmmakers play—not necessarily as activists, but
as chroniclers and commentators on the human condition.

Comparing Zemeckis to His Peers

When juxtaposed with other directors in his generation, Zemeckis’s political



reticence stands out. Directors like Oliver Stone have built careers on
politically charged narratives, while others such as Clint Eastwood have
publicly supported conservative causes. Zemeckis’s balanced and often
apolitical public posture may have enabled him to appeal across ideological
divides, contributing to the wide popularity and commercial success of his
films.

This approach, however, has pros and cons:

Pros: Broad audience appeal, artistic freedom, avoidance of polarizing
controversies.

Cons: Perceived lack of political commitment, missed opportunities to
influence public discourse.

Robert Zemeckis’s Influence on Political
Narratives Through Storytelling

Despite his subtle public political engagement, Zemeckis’s influence on
political narratives via film is undeniable. His storytelling often reflects
the tensions and aspirations embedded within American society.

Historical Context and Political Subtext

Many of Zemeckis’s films are rooted in historical events, providing a canvas
for political subtext. For example, *Forrest Gump* traverses decades of
American history, highlighting the personal impact of political decisions on
ordinary citizens. The film’s layered narrative avoids simplistic ideological
binaries, instead offering a complex portrayal of change, progress, and
struggle.

Similarly, *Contact* (1997), which Zemeckis produced, delves into the
relationship between science, religion, and politics, underscoring the
intersection of belief systems and governance. This film, like many
associated with Zemeckis, encourages audiences to contemplate broader social
and political questions without overt advocacy.

Technological Innovation as Political Statement

Zemeckis’s pioneering use of technology in filmmaking—especially digital
effects and motion capture—can also be interpreted as a political statement
about progress and innovation. By embracing cutting-edge tools, he challenges



traditional norms and pushes boundaries, reflecting a forward-looking,
perhaps progressive, mindset.

This technological embrace has implications beyond cinema, symbolizing the
cultural and political embrace of change and adaptation in the modern era. It
subtly champions the value of embracing new paradigms, which can be
extrapolated to broader societal and political contexts.

Conclusion: The Nuanced Political Landscape of
Robert Zemeckis

Robert Zemeckis’s political views are characterized by subtlety and
complexity rather than overt activism or ideology. His films often reflect a
nuanced engagement with political themes, emphasizing human stories over
partisan messaging. By maintaining a focus on storytelling enriched with
social and historical context, Zemeckis occupies a unique space within
Hollywood—a director whose work invites reflection on political realities
without prescribing explicit viewpoints.

In an era where celebrity politics can sometimes overshadow artistic
contributions, Zemeckis’s approach offers a reminder of the power of cinema
to explore political and social dynamics through nuanced narratives. While
his direct political views remain largely private, the themes and innovations
in his films continue to provoke thought and dialogue about the cultural and
political fabric of society.
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  robert zemeckis political views: A Critical Companion to Robert Zemeckis Adam Barkman,
Antonio Sanna, 2020-10-15 A Critical Companion to Robert Zemeckis offers a comprehensive,
academic and detailed study of the works of Robert Zemeckis, whose films include successful
productions such as the Back to the Future trilogy (1985-90), Forrest Gump (1994), Contact (1997),
Cast Away (2000) and The Polar Express (2004), but also lesser known films such as I Wanna Hold
Your Hand (1978), Used Cars (1980), and Allied (2015). Most of Zemeckis’ major productions were
not only successful when they were first released but continue to enjoy popularity—with critics and
fans alike—even today. This volume investigates several distinct areas of Zemeckis' works and
addresses the different approaches: the philosophical, the artistic, the socio-cultural, and the
personal. The methodologies adopted by the contributors differ significantly from each other, thus
offering the reader a variegated and compelling picture of Zemeckis' oeuvre, which includes
nineteen films. Contrary to the few volumes published in the past on the subject, the chapters in this
volume offer specific case studies that have been previously ignored (or only partially mentioned) by
other scholars. A Critical Companion to Robert Zemeckis offers a great variety of interdisciplinary
approaches to Zemeckis’ films, illuminating, re-reading and/or interpreting for the first time the
entire career of the director, from his first films to the most recent ones.
  robert zemeckis political views: Statistics for Political Analysis Theresa Marchant-Shapiro,

https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-161/robert-zemeckis-political-views.pdf


2014-01-15 Statistics are just as vital to understanding political science as the study of institutions,
but getting students to understand them when teaching a methods course can be a big challenge.
Statistics for Political Analysis makes understanding the numbers easy. The only introduction to
statistics book written specifically for political science undergraduates, this book explains each
statistical concept in plain language—from basic univariate statistics and the basic measures of
association to bivariate and multivariate regression—and uses real world political examples.
Students learn the relevance of statistics to political science, how to understand and calculate
statistics mathematically, and how to obtain them using SPSS. All calculations are modeled
step-by-step, giving students needed practice to master the process without making it intimidating.
Each chapter concludes with exercises that get students actively applying the steps and building
their professional skills through data calculation, analysis, and memo writing.
  robert zemeckis political views: Collective Memory of Political Events James W. Pennebaker,
Dar¡o Paez, Bernard Rim‚, Dario Paez, 2013-06-17 Research in collective memory is a relatively new
area capturing the interest of scholars in social psychology, memory, sociology, and anthropology.
The core idea is that collective attitudes and behaviors are created and shared through common
experiences and communication among a cohort of people. For example, people born between 1940
and 1960 are often defined via the JFK assassination and the Vietnam War. Their parents typically
experienced lesser impact from these events. Papers about collective memory have appeared in the
literature under different guises for the last hundred years. Freud's Civilization and Its Discontents,
Jung's ideas on the collective unconscious, and McDougall's speculation on the group mind posited
that identity and action could be viewed as resulting from the shared development of a culture.
Halbwachs, a French social psychologist (1877-1945) who was the first to write in detail about the
nature of collective memory, argued that basic memory processes were all social. That is, people
remember only those events that they have repeated and elaborated in their discussions with others.
In the last several years, there has been a resurgence of interest in this general topic because it
addresses some fundamental questions about memory and social processes. Work closely related to
these questions deals with the nature of autobiographical memory, traumatic experience and
reconstructive memory, and social sharing of memories. This book brings together an international
group of researchers who have been empirically studying some basic tenets of collective memory.
  robert zemeckis political views: Home Front Heroes Elizabeth Abele, 2013-12-04 This book
traces the effects of the feminist and civil rights movements in the construction of Hollywood action
heroes. Starting in the late 1980s, action blockbusters regularly have featured masculine figures
who choose love and community over the path of the stoic loner committed solely to duty. The
American heroic quest of the past 25 years increasingly has involved a reclamation of home, creating
a place for the Hero at the hearth, part of a more intimate community with less restrictive gender
and racial boundaries. The author presents pieces of contemporary popular culture that create the
complex mosaic of the present-day American heroic ideal. Hollywood popular films are examined
that best represent the often painful shift from traditional heroic masculinity to a masculinity that is
less exceptional and more vulnerable. There are also chapters on how issues of race and gender
intersect with the new masculinity and on subgenres of 1990s films that also developed this
postfeminist masculinity.
  robert zemeckis political views: American Politics in Hollywood Film Ian Scott, 2000 This is
the first book to investigate Hollywood's treatment of American politics, politicians and political
institutions. The author explains the influence - through creative, ideological and financial means -
that Hollywood has on politics, and vice-versa. Key questions of agenda setting are addressed, as are
the value-oriented frames of reference that Hollywood has helped shape in educating and directing
the American public about politics and democracy. American Politics in Hollywood Filmis structured
thematically, introducing sub-genres of election films, political biographies, action, adventure and
thriller films. There is an overarching chronological pattern, beginning in the 1930's and ending in
the 1990's, allowing the reader to trace the progression of the genre. 25 black/white film stills are
included.



  robert zemeckis political views: T&T Clark Handbook of Political Theology Rubén
Rosario Rodríguez, 2019-10-03 The T&T Clark Handbook of Political Theology is a comprehensive
reference resource informed by serious theological scholarship in the three Abrahamic traditions.
The engaging and original contributions within this collection represent the epitome of
contemporary scholarship in theology, religion, philosophy, history, law, and political science, from
leading scholars in their area of specialization. Comprised of five sections that illuminate the rise
and relevance of political theology, this handbook begins with the birth of contemporary “political
theology,” and is followed by discussions of historical resources and past examples of interaction
between theology and politics from all three Abrahamic traditions. The third section surveys the
leading figures and movements that have had an impact on the discipline of political theology in the
twentieth and twenty-first centuries; and the contributors then build on previously discussed
historical resources and methods to engage with contemporary issues and challenges, emphasizing
interreligious dialogue, even while addressing concerns of relevance to a particular faith tradition.
The volume concludes with three essays that look at the future of political theology from the
perspective of each Abrahamic religion. Complete with select bibliographies for each topic, this
companion features the most current overview of political theology that will reach a broader, global
audience of students and scholars
  robert zemeckis political views: The Civil Rights Movement in American Memory Renee
Christine Romano, Leigh Raiford, 2006 The movement for civil rights in America peaked in the
1950s and 1960s; however, a closely related struggle, this time over the movement's legacy, has
been heatedly engaged over the past two decades. How the civil rights movement is currently being
remembered in American politics and culture--and why it matters--is the common theme of the
thirteen essays in this unprecedented collection. Memories of the movement are being created and
maintained--in ways and for purposes we sometimes only vaguely perceive--through memorials, art
exhibits, community celebrations, and even street names. At least fifteen civil rights movement
museums have opened since 1990; Mississippi Burning, Four Little Girls, and The Long Walk Home
only begin to suggest the range of film and television dramatizations of pivotal events; corporations
increasingly employ movement images to sell fast food, telephones, and more; and groups from
Christian conservatives to gay rights activists have claimed the civil rights mantle. Contests over the
movement's meaning are a crucial part of the continuing fight against racism and inequality. These
writings look at how civil rights memories become established as fact through museum exhibits,
street naming, and courtroom decisions; how our visual culture transmits the memory of the
movement; how certain aspects of the movement have come to be ignored in its official narrative;
and how other political struggles have appropriated the memory of the movement. Here is a book for
anyone interested in how we collectively recall, claim, understand, and represent the past.
  robert zemeckis political views: Media and Ritual Johanna Sumiala, 2013 This wide-ranging
and accessible book offers a stimulating introduction to the field of media anthropology and the
study of religious ritual. Johanna Sumiala explores the interweaving of rituals, communication and
community. She uses the tools of anthropological enquiry to examine a variety of media events,
including the death of Michael Jackson, a royal wedding and the transgressive actions which took
place in Abu Ghraib, and to understand the inner significance of the media coverage of such events.
The book deals with theories of ritual, media as ritual including reception, production and
representation, and rituals of death in the media. It will be invaluable to students and scholars alike
across media, religion and anthropology.
  robert zemeckis political views: Low Anthropology David Zahl, 2022-09-13 A lighthearted
yet high-minded exploration of failure's ability to serve as a gateway to grace. Readers will find this
a balm.--Publishers Weekly Many of us spend our days feeling like we're the only one with problems,
while everyone else has their act together. But the sooner we realize that everyone struggles like we
do, the sooner we can show grace to ourselves and others. In Low Anthropology, popular author and
theologian David Zahl explores how our ideas about human nature influence our expectations in
friendship, work, marriage, and politics. We all go through life with an anthropology--an idea about



what humans are like, our potentials and our limitations. A high anthropology--thinking
optimistically about human nature--can breed perfectionism, anxiety, burnout, loneliness, and
resentment. Meanwhile, Zahl invites readers into a biblically rooted and surprisingly life-giving low
anthropology, which fosters hope, deep connection with others, lasting love, vulnerability,
compassion, and happiness. Zahl offers a liberating view of human nature, sin, and grace, showing
why the good news of Christianity is both urgent and appealing. By embracing a more accurate view
of human beings, readers will discover a true and lasting hope.
  robert zemeckis political views: Economic and Political Weekly , 2002-07
  robert zemeckis political views: The Worlds of Back to the Future Sorcha Ní Fhlainn,
2014-01-10 A critical examination of the cultural, cinematic, and historical contexts of the Back to
the Future trilogy, this book provides a multi-focal representation of the trilogy from several
interdisciplinary fields, including philosophy, literature, music, pop culture, and media and gender
studies. Topics include sexual symbolism in the trilogy and the oedipal plotting of the first film;
nostalgia and the suburban dream in the cultural climate of the 1980s; generic play and
performance throughout the trilogy; the emotional and narrative force provided by the films'
renowned musical scores; the trilogy's post-modern references and allusions to the Western genre;
female representations across the trilogy; and the Lacanian philosophical constructs in the
characterizations of Doc Brown and George and Marty McFly.
  robert zemeckis political views: Global Scriptwriting Ken Dancyger, 2013-06-26 Global
Scriptwriting offers a look at an exciting new phase in screen storytelling, as writers and directors
from all over the world infuse traditional forms with their own cultural values to create stories that
have an international appeal and suggest a universality among readers, viewers, and listeners. A
unique blend of screenwriting technique and film studies, Global Scriptwriting discusses screen
stories as they have evolved through the years, focusing first on the basics of scriptwriting, then
going on to afford a more sophisticated look at script via different models of scriptwriting: the
Hollywood model, the independent model, the national model, and various alternative models. It
examines the internationalization of storytelling, and illustrates how particular innovations have
helped national screen stories to international success. This book is the first to incorporate the
basics of the classical form with the innovative edge of the last decade, as well the culture specific
changes that have taken place outside of North America. It offers readers a view of the enriched
repertoire available to writers resulting from the introduction of cultural perspectives into
traditional story forms. Specific topics examined include, the ascent of voice, the search for new
forms, the struggle between style and content, and the centrality of megagenre.
  robert zemeckis political views: Film William H. Phillips, 2009-01-02 This clear, well
illustrated text takes the reader through the basics of film analysis, drawing on a wide range of film
for discussion. Questions of genre and the contexts and meanings of film are considered.
  robert zemeckis political views: Glorious Causes Yale R. Magrass, Charles Derber,
2019-10-11 Drawing on historical cases of the American South before and after the Civil War,
Europe – especially Germany – between the world wars, and the United States in Vietnam and its
aftermath, this book takes a historical approach to explain the problems of capitalism and
democratic leadership in western democracies today. Capitalist democracies proclaim equality,
material prosperity and comfort but produce extreme differences in wealth and power. They promise
security and peace, but deliver frequent wars. The promises broken, elites often turn to other
visions- partially borrowed from feudalism- to win public support. Nations turn to honor, nobility and
war as a way of winning over workers and legitimating the capitalist system itself. Capitalism’s
contradictions often have produced a cultural divide. One side, cosmopolitans – urban, see
themselves as citizens of the world, not one region or country – identify as secular, preach
multi-culturalism, entertain state welfare systems, and are cautious about going to war. Their
opponents, traditionalists, breed among people who feel left behind, anxiousness and insecurity,
often embracing community, tradition, God and family. The devastation of the world wars and the
Third Reich led Europe to forgo visions of empire, militarism and glory and focus upon improving the



quality of life for their own citizens. Although the United States does not need to experience
comparable trauma, they should follow Europe’s example- forget glory and instead build a better life
for the American people. The last chapter will consider how such a change could emerge in the US
and who might help fight for it.
  robert zemeckis political views: Newsletter British Association for American Studies, 1994
  robert zemeckis political views: The Christopher Lee Filmography Tom Johnson, Mark A.
Miller, 2016-05-01 The career of Christopher Lee has stretched over half a century in every sort of
film from comedy to horror and in such diverse roles as the Man With the Golden Gun,
Frankenstein's monster, Fu Manchu and Sherlock Holmes. From Corridor of Mirrors in 1948 to Star
Wars: Episode II-Attack of the Clones in 2002, this reference book covers 166 theatrical feature
films: all production information, full cast and crew credits, a synopsis, and a critical analysis, with a
detailed account of its making and commentary drawn from some thirty hours of interviews with Lee
himself. Two appendices list Lee's television feature films and miniseries and his short films. The
work concludes with an afterword by Christopher Lee himself. Photographs from the actor's private
collection are included.
  robert zemeckis political views: Understanding Realism Richard Armstrong, 2019-07-25 In a
world, in which camcorders and CCTV are witness to our every move and Big Brother and The Blair
Witch Project are phenomenally popular and widely imitated, the divide between reality and liction
has become increasingly blurred.
  robert zemeckis political views: Popular Culture in Asia Lorna Fitzsimmons, John A. Lent,
2013-05-07 Popular Culture in Asia consists studies of film, music, architecture, television, and
computer-mediated communication in China, Japan, South Korea, Taiwan, the Philippines, Malaysia,
and Singapore, addressing three topics: urban modernities; modernity, celebrity, and fan culture;
and memory and modernity.
  robert zemeckis political views: My Generation John Downton Hazlett, 1998 John Hazlett's
engaging study of writers from the 1960s demonstrates the ways in which the idea of the generation
has affected autobiographical writing in this century. Autobiographers from the sixties claim to
speak on behalf of all members of their generation. However, each writer presents a unique political
and personal agenda.
  robert zemeckis political views: Britannica Book of the Year 2008 Encyclopaedia
Britannica, Inc., 2008-05-01 This yearbook presents information on the dates, people, events, and
world affairs of 2007. The section entitled Britannica World Data, updated annually, presents
geographic, demographic, and economic details.
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