
our math teacher is a nazi

Our Math Teacher Is a Nazi: Understanding the Impact of Authoritarian Teaching Styles

our math teacher is a nazi—this phrase might sound shocking or even offensive at first glance. However, it
is sometimes used metaphorically by students to describe a teacher who enforces extremely strict rules,
rigid discipline, and an inflexible approach to teaching. In the context of education, especially in subjects
like mathematics, such a characterization often reflects the frustrations students feel when confronted with
authoritarian methods that leave little room for creativity or individual learning styles.

In this article, we’ll explore what it really means when students say "our math teacher is a nazi," why
strict teaching styles can be problematic, and how educators can strike a better balance to foster a more
positive and effective learning environment. We’ll also delve into the psychological impact of authoritarian
teachers and provide practical tips for students and parents navigating this challenging dynamic.

What Does It Mean When Students Say “Our Math Teacher Is a
Nazi”?

The term “nazi” in this context is rarely meant to be taken literally or as a direct comparison to historical
events. Instead, it is a colloquialism used to describe a teacher who is perceived as excessively strict,
authoritarian, or punitive. In math classes, where precision and discipline are often necessary, some
instructors may adopt a no-nonsense approach that emphasizes order and obedience over engagement and
encouragement.

The Origins of the Term in Educational Settings

The phrase likely evolved from the stereotype of the “drill sergeant” teacher—someone who demands
perfection, controls every aspect of the classroom, and punishes mistakes harshly. For students, this can feel
oppressive, especially when the learning atmosphere becomes more about fear of failure than
understanding concepts.

Why Strict Discipline Isn’t Always Effective

While discipline and structure are essential components of effective teaching, an overly rigid approach can
stifle creativity, reduce motivation, and increase anxiety among students. Math education, in particular,
benefits from flexibility, exploration, and problem-solving rather than rote memorization or blind



obedience.

The Psychological Impact of an Authoritarian Math Teacher

When a math teacher adopts an authoritarian style, students may experience various emotional and
psychological effects. Understanding these can help parents, educators, and students themselves recognize
the signs and seek healthier alternatives.

Increased Anxiety and Math Phobia

Many students already find math intimidating. A teacher who is unforgiving or harsh may exacerbate this
anxiety, leading to math phobia—a phenomenon where students develop a persistent fear or dislike of
math. This can negatively impact academic performance and long-term attitudes toward the subject.

Lowered Self-Esteem and Confidence

Constant criticism or an emphasis on mistakes can erode a student’s confidence. When students feel they
cannot meet their teacher’s expectations, they may begin to doubt their abilities, which further hinders
learning and engagement.

Reduced Motivation to Learn

Motivation thrives in supportive environments. Authoritarian teaching can kill curiosity and enthusiasm.
Students may comply out of fear but disengage mentally, resulting in surface-level learning without
genuine comprehension.

Balancing Discipline and Empathy in Math Education

It’s important to recognize that discipline and high standards are not inherently negative. The key lies in
how teachers communicate expectations and support students. Here are some strategies educators can use to
create a balanced classroom environment.



Promote a Growth Mindset

Encouraging students to view mistakes as learning opportunities rather than failures can transform the
classroom dynamic. Math teachers who foster a growth mindset help students build resilience and a
willingness to tackle challenging problems.

Incorporate Collaborative Learning

Group work and peer discussions can reduce the pressure of a strict teacher-student hierarchy.
Collaborative learning allows students to explore concepts together, share strategies, and develop a deeper
understanding without fear of immediate judgment.

Use Positive Reinforcement

Acknowledging progress, effort, and creative problem-solving motivates students more effectively than
punishment. Positive feedback builds confidence and encourages students to take intellectual risks.

How Students Can Cope With a Strict Math Teacher

If you find yourself in a classroom where “our math teacher is a nazi” feels like an accurate description,
there are practical ways to navigate this environment while protecting your well-being and academic
success.

Develop Strong Study Habits

Since authoritarian teachers often expect discipline, demonstrating consistent study habits can help you
meet expectations and reduce conflict. This includes organizing notes, practicing problems regularly, and
seeking clarification when stuck.

Seek Support Outside the Classroom

Tutors, study groups, and online resources can supplement your learning, especially if the classroom
atmosphere is tense or unwelcoming. Websites like Khan Academy or YouTube channels dedicated to
math tutorials can offer alternative explanations and pacing.



Maintain Open Communication

When possible, approach your teacher respectfully about difficulties you’re facing. Expressing a genuine
desire to learn can sometimes soften rigid attitudes and open the door to additional support or
accommodations.

Practice Stress Management Techniques

Deep breathing, mindfulness, or physical exercise can help mitigate the stress caused by a strict classroom
environment. Taking care of your mental health is crucial to staying focused and resilient.

The Role of Parents and School Administrators

Parents and school leaders play a critical role in ensuring that teaching styles do not cross the line into
harmful authoritarianism. If multiple students express concerns about a teacher’s approach, it’s important to
address the issue constructively.

Encourage Open Dialogue

Parents should talk with their children about their experience in the classroom and facilitate
communication with teachers or counselors when necessary. Schools benefit from feedback mechanisms
where students and parents can report challenges anonymously if needed.

Provide Professional Development for Teachers

Training in student-centered teaching methods, classroom management, and emotional intelligence can
help educators balance discipline with empathy. Recognizing the difference between firmness and
authoritarianism is crucial for effective teaching.

Implement Clear Behavioral and Academic Policies

Schools should have guidelines about acceptable teaching practices and student treatment. These policies
help protect students’ rights and maintain a positive learning environment.



Reframing the Narrative Around Strict Teachers

While the phrase “our math teacher is a nazi” reflects student frustration, it’s also a call to rethink how
authority is exercised in classrooms. Strictness doesn’t have to mean cruelty or inflexibility. When wielded
wisely, structure and discipline can coexist with kindness and encouragement.

By fostering mutual respect and understanding, teachers can inspire students not only to excel in math but
also to develop critical thinking skills and a lifelong love of learning. After all, education should empower,
not intimidate.

---

Navigating a strict math classroom can be challenging, but with awareness, communication, and the right
resources, students can thrive even under tough teaching styles. At the same time, educators and
administrators must continually evaluate and evolve their approaches to create spaces where all students
feel supported, capable, and eager to learn.

Frequently Asked Questions

What does the phrase 'our math teacher is a Nazi' mean?
The phrase 'our math teacher is a Nazi' is likely used metaphorically or humorously to describe a math
teacher who is very strict, authoritarian, or demanding, rather than indicating any actual affiliation with
Nazism.

Is it appropriate to call a teacher a Nazi?
No, it is generally considered inappropriate and offensive to call someone a Nazi, especially in a school
setting, as it trivializes the atrocities committed by the Nazi regime and can be hurtful or disrespectful.

How should students address concerns about a strict math teacher?
Students should communicate their concerns respectfully with the teacher, school counselors, or
administrators to find constructive solutions rather than using derogatory terms.

Can calling a teacher a Nazi have consequences?
Yes, using such language can lead to disciplinary actions for harassment or bullying, and can negatively
impact the learning environment.



What are some signs of a strict but fair math teacher?
A strict but fair math teacher maintains high standards, enforces rules consistently, provides clear
explanations, and supports students' learning while holding them accountable.

How can students cope with a demanding math teacher?
Students can cope by staying organized, seeking help when needed, practicing regularly, and maintaining
a positive attitude towards learning.

Are there better ways to describe a teacher's strictness?
Yes, using terms like 'strict,' 'demanding,' 'disciplined,' or 'firm' are more appropriate and respectful ways
to describe a teacher's teaching style.

Additional Resources
Our Math Teacher Is a Nazi: Investigating the Implications of a Controversial Label in Educational Settings

our math teacher is a nazi—a phrase that shocks at first glance, provoking strong emotional reactions and
demanding careful scrutiny. In educational environments, where respect, inclusivity, and professionalism
are paramount, such a label carries significant weight. This article explores the complex dimensions behind
this provocative claim, examining its origins, implications, and the broader conversation about authority,
discipline, and ideology within classrooms. Through a balanced and investigative approach, we aim to
understand what it means when students or observers describe an educator in such stark terms and what
impact this has on both teaching and learning.

Understanding the Context: What Does “Our Math Teacher Is a
Nazi” Mean?

The expression “our math teacher is a nazi” is often used colloquially to describe a teacher perceived as
excessively strict, authoritarian, or inflexible. However, the term "Nazi" carries historical and ideological
connotations linked to the National Socialist German Workers' Party, responsible for some of the most
horrific crimes in modern history. Equating a teacher to a Nazi, even metaphorically, raises ethical
questions and demands a nuanced understanding.

In many cases, students employ this phrase to express frustration over rigid classroom management, harsh
grading policies, or an uncompromising attitude towards discipline and curriculum. It is essential to
differentiate between genuine ideological alignment with extremist views and the hyperbolic use of
language to describe strictness or a no-nonsense teaching style.



Historical Weight vs. Metaphorical Usage

When the term “Nazi” is used to label a teacher, there is often a disconnect between the historical reality
and the intended meaning. It is crucial to recognize that the misuse of such terms can dilute their
significance, potentially trivializing the atrocities associated with Nazism. On the other hand, it reflects a
broader cultural tendency to use extreme language to capture feelings of oppression or unfairness.

This semantic tension highlights the need for educators, students, and institutions to foster communication
that addresses grievances without resorting to inflammatory labels. Doing so encourages more productive
dialogue about teaching styles and classroom dynamics.

The Role of Discipline and Authority in Mathematics Education

Mathematics as a subject is frequently associated with precision, structure, and rigor. These characteristics
sometimes translate into stricter classroom environments, where teachers emphasize rules, deadlines, and
exactitude. For students accustomed to more flexible or creative approaches, this can feel oppressive,
prompting labels like “our math teacher is a nazi.”

Strictness vs. Effectiveness

There is an ongoing debate in educational circles about the balance between strictness and fostering a
supportive learning atmosphere. Some studies suggest that clear expectations and firm discipline can
improve academic outcomes, especially in subjects requiring methodical problem-solving like mathematics.
Conversely, excessive rigidity may inhibit creativity, cause anxiety, and discourage student engagement.

Understanding where our math teacher’s strictness lies on this spectrum is critical. Is the teacher’s approach
enhancing student learning, or is it stifling curiosity and growth? This question lies at the heart of the
controversy.

Comparisons with Other Teaching Styles

Contrasting authoritarian teaching methods with more progressive or student-centered approaches reveals
significant differences:

Authoritarian Style: Emphasizes control, uniformity, and high expectations with little room for
negotiation.



Democratic Style: Encourages student participation, collaboration, and flexible problem-solving.

Laissez-faire Style: Offers minimal guidance, allowing students to direct their own learning.

In the context of math education, some students may benefit from a more structured environment, while
others thrive with autonomy. The challenge is to tailor teaching methods to diverse learner needs without
alienating any group.

Psychological and Social Impacts of Labeling Teachers as Nazis

Using a term like “nazi” to describe a teacher can have profound psychological and social effects on students,
educators, and the broader school community.

Impact on Student-Teacher Relationships

When students label their teacher with such a charged term, it often signals a breakdown in
communication and trust. Teachers may feel unfairly vilified, leading to decreased morale and potential
disengagement from the classroom. Simultaneously, students expressing such frustrations may struggle to
receive the support they need to succeed academically and emotionally.

Influence on School Culture

The propagation of extreme labels can contribute to a hostile or polarized school climate. It risks normalizing
disrespect and misunderstanding, undermining efforts to build inclusive and respectful educational
environments. Administrators and counselors must address these tensions proactively, fostering dialogues
that encourage empathy and mutual respect.

Addressing the Issue: Strategies for Educators and Institutions

Recognizing the underlying causes behind the phrase “our math teacher is a nazi” offers pathways for
resolution and improvement.



Promoting Open Communication

Establishing channels where students can express concerns about teaching methods or classroom
management without fear of judgment is vital. Feedback mechanisms, such as anonymous surveys or open
forums, can help teachers understand student perspectives and adjust accordingly.

Professional Development for Teachers

Training educators in culturally responsive teaching, conflict resolution, and emotional intelligence can
reduce instances of perceived authoritarianism. By adopting flexible strategies that accommodate diverse
learning styles, teachers can maintain discipline while fostering a more supportive atmosphere.

Encouraging Critical Thinking About Language

Educators and students alike benefit from discussions about the power of words and the importance of
accurate language. Teaching the historical context of terms like “Nazi” and encouraging thoughtful
expression can prevent misuse and promote a more respectful discourse.

Broader Reflections on Authority and Ideology in Education

The controversy encapsulated by the statement “our math teacher is a nazi” touches on deeper societal
themes: the negotiation of authority, the boundaries between discipline and oppression, and the role of
ideology in schooling.

Schools are microcosms of society, where power dynamics constantly unfold. Educators must navigate the
fine line between asserting necessary control and respecting individual freedoms. Simultaneously, students
learn not only academic content but also social and ethical norms through these interactions.

While the label “nazi” is often an exaggeration, it signals real frustrations that deserve attention. Addressing
these concerns with sensitivity and professionalism ultimately contributes to healthier educational
environments and more effective learning outcomes.

Our Math Teacher Is A Nazi

  our math teacher is a nazi: Ashes and Embers Inger Kretsinger, 2009-04-21 In Ashes and
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Embers, a fictional memoir, Noelle comes of age at the time when the Nazis have invaded her
country, Norway. Resettled in a small village with her father and twin brother, the twins come under
the spell of classmate Hans, destined to be Noelle’s lover. The trio is drawn into a group of
resistance saboteurs. However, the group is betrayed and suspicion falls on Hans who flees to Brazil.
After the war, Noelle marries an American official and settles in Washington. A major part of the
book deals with her adjustment to marriage and the American Way of Life through McCarthyism, the
Vietnam war and domestic battles, including four children. Throughout, music is her consolation...
As a widow in her early fifties, she reconnects with Hans. The mystery is solved, Hans is exonerated,
but will they find happiness together?
  our math teacher is a nazi: Guarded by Angels Alard B. Ages, 2007-06 As a young man,
Alard Ages survived Nazi-occupied Holland and escaped at the age of 18. He eventually emigrated to
Canada, where he lives on the west coast of British Columbia. For many years, Alard has taken time
away from his professional life as an oceanographer to lecture high school students about the effects
of oil spills on the marine environment. During these lectures, students and teachers were eager to
hear of Alard's experiences during WWII. It is their enthusiasm that inspires this memoir, Guarded
by Angels. It was not a guardian angel who had guided Alard to freedom. The book is a tale of
sympathetic countrymen, of total strangers who advised him on routes to take and who courageously
helped him through danger. It is a tale of German guards who should have stopped and arrested him
but who didn't. It is a tale of courage and resistance through the eyes of a young man during some of
the world's darkest hours.
  our math teacher is a nazi: A Hitler Youth in Poland Jost Hermand, 1997 Between 1933 and
1945, more than three million children between the ages of seven and sixteen were taken from their
homes and sent to Hitler Youth paramilitary camps to be toughened up and taught how to be
obedient Germans. Separated from their families, these children often endured abuse by the adults
in charge. This mass phenomenon that affected a whole generation of Germans remains almost
undocumented. In this memoir, Jost Hermand, a German cultural critic and historian who spent
much of his youth in five different camps, writes about his experiences during this period. Hermand
also gives background into the camp's creation and development.
  our math teacher is a nazi: From the Diary of a Counterrevolutionary Pavel Kohout, 1972
  our math teacher is a nazi: Forks in the Road Günter Weis, 2011-04-07 This book is a
chronicle of Gunter's family, commencing in Germany with his parents, how the Depression aborts
their move to the USA, thus enduring World War II in Nazi Germany. He desribes the bombing,
separation from family, evacuation and conditions after defeat, all through the eyes of a child. In
1943 brother Gerhard joins the family under peculiar circumstances. They move to the USA in 1949,
where they hope to escape war. But Gunter serves in the Army, and brother Gerhard flies
helicopters in Viet Nam. As GI in Germany Gunter meets his bride and tells of her family's
experience during and after the war. The book emphasices that life often takes a twist and we must
cope. It is a good read, often with a bit of humor mixed in.
  our math teacher is a nazi: Witness to the Storm Werner T. Angress, 2019-05-01 “An
extraordinary memoir” of fleeing the Nazis—and then returning to fight them (Konrad H. Jarausch,
author of Broken Lives: How Ordinary Germans Experienced the Twentieth Century). On June 6,
1944, Werner T. Angress parachuted down from a C-47 into German-occupied France with the 82nd
Airborne Division. Nine days later, he was captured behind enemy lines and became a prisoner of
war. Eventually, he was freed by US forces, rejoined the fight, crossed Europe as a battlefield
interrogator, and participated in the liberation of a concentration camp. He was an American
soldier—but less than ten years before he had been an enthusiastically patriotic German-Jewish boy.
Rejected and threatened by the Nazi regime, the Angress family fled to Amsterdam to escape
persecution and death, and young Angress then found his way to the United States. In Witness to the
Storm, Angress weaves the spellbinding story of his life, including his escape from Germany, his new
life in the United States, and his experiences in World War II. A testament to the power of
perseverance and forgiveness, Witness to the Storm is the compelling tale of one man’s struggle to



rescue the country that had betrayed him.
  our math teacher is a nazi: Flakhelfer to Grenadier Karl Heinz Schlesier, 2014-06-19 The
story of a German boy drafted into military service during WWII is vividly recounted in this memoir
of combat and survival. On January 7, 1943, the German Government ordered that boys as young as
fifteen be drafted into anti-aircraft service, the Reich Labor Service, and the armed forces.
Throughout the war, about 200,000 boys became Flakhelfer and served in batteries of light and
heavy flak. Drafted at fifteen, Karl Heinz Schlesier served in regions that suffered some of the
heaviest air raids of the war. His memoir is a coming of age story in a world gone mad, where
working beside Russian POWs, protecting industries with slave labor, courting a girl among
bombed-out ruins was unremarkable. As the war approached its bitter end, Schlesier was thrown
into a disintegrating frontline only fifty kilometers from his childhood home. Basing his memoir
solely on his diary notes and memories of that period, Schlesier has consciously avoided including
what he learned after the war. Flakhelfer to Grenadier gives a voice to the silent generation of boys
born in Germany in 1926 and 1927. This generation has been silent because the horror it knew pales
in comparison to the horror of the war machine it was conscripted into.
  our math teacher is a nazi: The Jews in the Modern Age John Efron, 2025-06-23 Providing a
broad as well as a pointillist overview of modern Jewish history on a global scale from the eighteenth
century to the present day, this book analyzes how the Jewish people have been dramatically
transformed by the forces of social, economic, political, technological, and demographic change.
Now in a new edition as a split volume, this second volume of a comprehensive history of the Jews
includes topics such as the impact on Jewish society of the Enlightenment as well as its Jewish
equivalent, the Haskalah; religious innovations in eastern and central Europe; the processes of
emancipation and Jewish acculturation; the modern economic history of the Jewish people, which
includes their embourgeoisement in central and western Europe, and the growth of a giant Jewish
proletariat in eastern Europe; the emergence of an antisemitic politics that sought to roll back
Jewish gains; and the variety of Jewish responses to those illiberal forces, especially in the form of
vibrant Jewish political cultures, among them Zionism, socialism, and mass migration. Middle
Eastern Jewish communities were likewise impacted by the forces of modernity in ways particular to
them, and that history is addressed, as is the emergence and consolidation of the state of Israel in
the wake of the Holocaust and the dissolution of Jewish communities across the Muslim world.
Currently, illiberal forces are again on the march from both the right and the left, helping to foster a
global upsurge of antisemitic violence and online hate. The book is useful not just for those
interested in the Jews themselves but also for readers open to learning about global history from the
vantage point of an ethnic minority deeply impacted by modernity, both its blessings as well as its
horrors.
  our math teacher is a nazi: Mathematicians Fleeing from Nazi Germany Reinhard
Siegmund-Schultze, 2009-07-06 The emigration of mathematicians from Europe during the Nazi era
signaled an irrevocable and important historical shift for the international mathematics world.
Mathematicians Fleeing from Nazi Germany is the first thoroughly documented account of this
exodus. In this greatly expanded translation of the 1998 German edition, Reinhard
Siegmund-Schultze describes the flight of more than 140 mathematicians, their reasons for leaving,
the political and economic issues involved, the reception of these emigrants by various countries,
and the emigrants' continuing contributions to mathematics. The influx of these brilliant thinkers to
other nations profoundly reconfigured the mathematics world and vaulted the United States into a
new leadership role in mathematics research. Based on archival sources that have never been
examined before, the book discusses the preeminent emigrant mathematicians of the period,
including Emmy Noether, John von Neumann, Hermann Weyl, and many others. The author explores
the mechanisms of the expulsion of mathematicians from Germany, the emigrants' acculturation to
their new host countries, and the fates of those mathematicians forced to stay behind. The book
reveals the alienation and solidarity of the emigrants, and investigates the global development of
mathematics as a consequence of their radical migration. An in-depth yet accessible look at



mathematics both as a scientific enterprise and human endeavor, Mathematicians Fleeing from Nazi
Germany provides a vivid picture of a critical chapter in the history of international science.
  our math teacher is a nazi: Teacher and Comrade Alan Wieder, 2014-01-21 Teacher and
Comrade explores South African resistance in the twentieth century, before and during apartheid,
through the life of Richard Dudley, a teacher/politico who spent thirty-nine years in the classroom
and his entire life fighting for democracy. Dudley has given his life to teaching and politics, and
touched and influenced many people who continue to work for democracy in South Africa and
abroad. Whether it was students, comrades, or opposition, life was always teaching and relational
for Dudley. He challenged power throughout the apartheid era, and his foundational beliefs in
anti-imperialism and nonracialism compel him to continue to talk, teach, and speak to power.
Through Dudley's story, Teacher and Comrade provides a rare portrait of both Cape Town and South
Africa, as well as the struggle against racism and apartheid.
  our math teacher is a nazi: My Soviet Youth Irina Rodríguez, 2019-08-30 Putting on gas
masks and learning how to shoot Kalashnikov rifles in grade school made Soviet children fear
possible attack by Cold War enemies. But a more prosaic invasion of Colorado beetles in the 1980s
turned out to be a far more real threat to Soviet families. Many had to master farming when the
state, near its demise, no longer had the finances to pay salaries. One of the last generation of Soviet
teenagers who tasted the political restrictions and propaganda, and the benefits and deficits of the
communist state, the author recalls her early years in a Soviet school, a Young Pioneer inauguration
ceremony, work on a collective farm, her family's plot of land and their fights against invasive
insects, and her first breaths of post-Soviet freedom, which brought economic havoc and bitter
disappointments, along with new hopes.
  our math teacher is a nazi: USSR. , 1961-07
  our math teacher is a nazi: Teaching Controversial Issues Nel Noddings, Laurie Brooks,
2017 In this book, eminent educational philosopher Nel Noddings and daughter Laurie Brooks
explain how teachers can foster critical thinking through the exploration of controversial issues. The
emphasis is on the use of critical thinking to understand and collaborate, not simply to win
arguments. The authors describe how critical thinking that encourages dialogue across the school
disciplines and across social/economic classes prepares students for participation in democracy.
They offer specific, concrete strategies for addressing a variety of issues related to authority,
religion, gender, race, media, sports, entertainment, class and poverty, capitalism and socialism, and
equality and justice. The goal is to develop individuals who can examine their own beliefs, those of
their own and other groups, and those of their nation, and can do so with respect and understanding
for others values. Book Features: Underscores the necessity of moral commitment in the use of
critical thinking. Offers assistance for handling controversial issues that many teachers find
unsettling. Proposes a way for students and teachers to work together across the disciplines.
“Brooks and Noddings offer a timely and inspirational guide for teaching critical thinking in
American schools. With deep roots in American philosophy and traditions, this book inspires us to
teach students to question authority while fostering meaningful conversations about the difficult
issues confronting our nation. This book offers a recipe for nurturing the next generation of caring
and critical democratic citizens.” —Andrew Fiala, professor, California State University, Fresno
“Chock-full of contemporary and historical examples, this book offers educators myriad examples of
how to help students learn to talk with and listen to others and to understand the fullness of our
collective humanity.” —Suzanne M. Wilson, University of Connecticut
  our math teacher is a nazi: The Jews John Efron, 2016-11-03 The Jews: A History, second
edition, explores the religious, cultural, social, and economic diversity of the Jewish people and their
faith. The latest edition incorporates new research and includes a broader spectrum of people -
mothers, children, workers, students, artists, and radicals - whose perspectives greatly expand the
story of Jewish life.
  our math teacher is a nazi: The Accidental Immigrant Jerzy Glowczewski, 2007-11-05 From
the Author Having spent nearly ten years writing my memoirs, originally in Polish, I hope that with



this English edition they will reach a wider circle of readers. They span more than eighty years of
turbulent world historyand when is such history not turbulent?--and include details which may not
be familiar to many readers. Those acquainted with the epoch I am describing may wander, before
picking up the book, whether it is yet another retelling of an often described drama, the subject
already of myriad historical classics. I would say, yes, but it is a retelling with a twist. This book is,
above all, a tale of exceptional good fortune, which, in contrast to the experiences of many others of
my generation, has been my oddly lucky lot. I have lived on the edge of a precipice, yet have
somehow managed to miss the worst fate. I have been steps away from death, a refugee fleeing
deportation, starvation, and death camps. While fighting on two fronts during World War II, I had
been shot at innumerable times; while in combat, I have without a doubt caused the death of others.
After the wars end, living under a Soviet-imposed communist regime, I was spared torture and
prison. And I did not choose emigration, but circumstances forced meand my wife and daughterto
accept it. Luckily, we found ourselves in Americaland of promise. Ironically, however, we arrived
here during a difficult period of social upheaval and racial unrest. Political conflict, assassinations,
bombings, and the tragedy of an interventionist war in Indochina formed the backdrop of our new
life in our adopted country. Later, working in the Middle East, I witnessed the early seeds of the
conflict that now besieges us all. Looking back, I can hardly believe that through it all my luck held
out, and that I was able to write my memoirs in the peace and quiet of my own home. And I trust
that you will enjoy reading them--the story of an incorrigible optimist.
  our math teacher is a nazi: Still Alive Ruth Kluger, 2003-04-01 A controversial bestseller
likened to Primo Levi and Elie Wiesel, Still Alive is a harrowing and fiercely bittersweet Holocaust
memoir of survival: a book of breathtaking honesty and extraordinary insight (Los Angeles Times).
Swept up as a child in the events of Nazi-era Europe, Ruth Kluger saw her family's comfortable
Vienna existence systematically undermined and destroyed. By age eleven, she had been deported,
along with her mother, to Theresienstadt, the first in a series of concentration camps which would
become the setting for her precarious childhood. Interwoven with blunt, unsparing observations of
childhood and nuanced reflections of an adult who has spent a lifetime thinking about the Holocaust,
Still Alive rejects all easy assumptions about history, both political and personal. Whether describing
the abuse she met at her own mother's hand, the life-saving generosity of a woman SS aide in
Auschwitz, the foibles and prejudices of Allied liberators, or the cold shoulder offered by her
relatives when she and her mother arrived as refugees in New York, Kluger sees and names an
unexpected reality which has little to do with conventional wisdom or morality tales. Among the
reasons that Still Alive is such an important book is its insistence that the full texture of women's
existence in the Holocaust be acknowledged, not merely as victims. . . . [Kluger] insists that we look
at the Holocaust as honestly as we can, which to her means being unsentimental about the
oppressed as well as about their oppressors. —Washington Post Book World
  our math teacher is a nazi: Quo Vadis Eva-Maria Schrankl, 2013-10 Mirroring her life's
journey to Homer's 8th century B.C.E. epic, The Odyssey, Eva-Marie Schrankl creatively weaves her
autobiography through the changing global landscape of the 20th century, bringing major political
and social issues to life. By listening to the sirens' call, Eva, unlike Ulysses, is able to glean wisdom
without falling prey to their curse, ultimately finding peace and happiness. Quo Vadis artistically
delivers an arresting account of universal themes, such as ethics, morality, art, family and existential
loneliness in a way that is playful and profound. This book makes a beautiful case of life's endless
surprises, uncovering truths with language that, for all of its formal experimentation, is intimate and
poignantly real.
  our math teacher is a nazi: The Mathematics Teacher , 1937
  our math teacher is a nazi: Tishi Leslie Scarborough, Anneliese Tichi Hunt, 2018-07-23 A
daughter finds her mother's story, dating back to hidden truths during World War II. A classic
Mother/Daughter tale one can picture on the big screen, from the war in Europe to America in the
60's and 70's, and life as an immigrant wife and mother during that iconic time. A beautiful love and
life story of a beautiful woman, who graces a cover that looks like a best seller. A woman named



Tishi.
  our math teacher is a nazi: Prague in Danger Peter Demetz, 2008-04-15 A dramatic account of
life in Czechoslovakia's great capital during the Nazi Protectorate With this successor book to
Prague in Black and Gold, his account of more than a thousand years of Central European history,
the great scholar Peter Demetz focuses on just six short years--a tormented, tragic, and
unforgettable time. He was living in Prague then--a first-degree half-Jew, according to the Nazis'
terrible categories--and here he joins his objective chronicle of the city under German occupation
with his personal memories of that period: from the bitter morning of March 15, 1939, when Hitler
arrived from Berlin to set his seal on the Nazi takeover of the Czechoslovak government, until the
liberation of Bohemia in April 1945, after long seasons of unimaginable suffering and pain. Demetz
expertly interweaves a superb account of the German authorities' diplomatic, financial, and military
machinations with a brilliant description of Prague's evolving resistance and underground
opposition. Along with his private experiences, he offers the heretofore untold history of an
effervescent, unstoppable Prague whose urbane heart went on beating despite the deportations,
murders, cruelties, and violence: a Prague that kept its German- and Czech-language theaters open,
its fabled film studios functioning, its young people in school and at work, and its newspapers on
press. This complex, continually surprising book is filled with rare human detail and warmth, the
gripping story of a great city meeting the dual challenge of occupation and of war.
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