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Number the Stars Literature Guide: Unlocking the Depths of Lois Lowry’s Masterpiece

number the stars literature guide opens the door to a meaningful exploration of Lois Lowry’s acclaimed
historical novel. Whether you’re a teacher preparing lesson plans, a student diving into the story for the
first time, or a reader curious about the deeper themes, this guide will help illuminate the rich layers
embedded in this powerful narrative. Number the Stars is more than just a children’s book; it’s a profound
tale of courage, friendship, and the human spirit during one of history’s darkest periods. Let’s embark on a
journey to understand its characters, themes, and historical context in a way that’s engaging and insightful.

Understanding the Historical Context of Number the Stars

One of the most important aspects of any literature guide for Number the Stars is grasping the backdrop
against which the story unfolds. Set in Nazi-occupied Denmark during World War II, the novel introduces
readers to the real-life Danish Resistance and their efforts to save Jewish citizens from persecution.

The Setting: Nazi-Occupied Denmark

The setting is not just a backdrop but a catalyst for the story’s tension and emotional weight. Denmark’s
occupation by Germany from 1940 to 1945 created a climate of fear and oppression. This context helps
readers appreciate the risks characters take and the bravery displayed by ordinary people.

The Danish Resistance Movement

Lowry highlights the Danish Resistance’s heroic work, especially their covert operations to smuggle
Jewish families to safety in Sweden. Understanding this historical element enriches readers’ appreciation of
the plot and the characters’ motivations. Including historical references in your study helps connect the
fictional narrative to real events, making the story more impactful.

Exploring the Main Characters in Number the Stars

A key part of any Number the Stars literature guide is an in-depth look at the characters, who are brought
to life with warmth and complexity.



Annemarie Johansen: Courage Personified

Annemarie, the protagonist, represents bravery and growth. Throughout the novel, her journey from
innocence to maturity is palpable. Readers witness her transformation as she confronts danger and makes
difficult decisions. Discussing Annemarie’s character development helps students connect emotionally and
understand the novel’s message about courage in the face of adversity.

Ellen Rosen: Friendship and Identity

Ellen, Annemarie’s Jewish best friend, embodies the theme of identity and the impact of prejudice. Her
character invites discussions about discrimination, empathy, and the importance of standing together.
Exploring Ellen’s experiences offers a chance to address historical persecution and its lasting effects.

The Johansen Family and Supporting Characters

Other characters, including Annemarie’s parents and her Uncle Henrik, play vital roles that emphasize
themes of sacrifice, loyalty, and resistance. Uncle Henrik’s secretive yet brave efforts underscore the risks
ordinary people took to save lives, adding layers to the narrative.

Themes and Symbols in Number the Stars Literature Guide

Delving into the literary themes and symbolism enriches the reading experience and offers deeper insights
into the author’s intentions.

Courage and Bravery

At its core, Number the Stars is a story about courage—not just physical bravery but moral courage.
Annemarie’s actions illustrate how even young people can make a difference in dire circumstances. This
theme is excellent for classroom discussions about personal values and ethical choices.

Friendship and Loyalty

The strong bond between Annemarie and Ellen highlights loyalty and the power of friendship to
overcome fear and hatred. This theme also encourages readers to consider the importance of standing up for



others.

Symbols: The Star of David and the Necklace

Lowry uses powerful symbols like the Star of David, representing Jewish identity, and the mysterious
necklace that plays a key role in the plot. Analyzing these symbols can help readers uncover deeper
meanings and connect emotionally with the story.

Tips for Teaching Number the Stars Effectively

If you’re a teacher or educator, using a Number the Stars literature guide can help you create engaging
lessons that resonate with students.

Integrating Historical Facts with the Story

Combining factual history lessons about World War II, the Holocaust, and the Danish Resistance with
reading assignments makes the novel more relatable. Visual aids, documentaries, and survivor testimonies
can deepen students’ understanding.

Encouraging Critical Thinking and Discussion

Prompting students to reflect on characters’ choices, ethical dilemmas, and the concept of bravery fosters
critical thinking. Open-ended questions like “What would you do in Annemarie’s place?” or “How does
fear affect people differently?” engage students actively.

Creative Assignments and Projects

Assignments such as diary entries from a character’s perspective, role-playing scenes, or creating posters
about the Danish Resistance can make learning interactive and memorable.

Analyzing Literary Devices and Writing Style

Lois Lowry’s writing style is accessible yet evocative, making Number the Stars a great text for literary



analysis.

Point of View and Narrative Voice

The story is told from a third-person limited perspective, closely following Annemarie’s experiences. This
narrative choice allows readers to see the world through a child’s eyes while maintaining a sense of
dramatic tension.

Use of Imagery and Descriptive Language

Lowry’s vivid descriptions bring 1940s Copenhagen to life, enhancing the reader’s immersion in the story.
Noting examples of imagery can enrich literary discussions and highlight the author’s skill.

Foreshadowing and Suspense

The novel builds suspense through subtle foreshadowing, keeping readers engaged while gently
introducing the harsh realities of war. Identifying these moments can help readers appreciate storytelling
techniques.

Resources to Complement Your Number the Stars Literature
Guide

To deepen understanding and provide varied perspectives, consider using additional resources alongside
the novel.

Historical documentaries and films: Visual media about Denmark during WWII and the Holocaust
help contextualize the story.

Author interviews and discussions: Hearing Lois Lowry talk about her inspiration can provide
unique insights.

Interactive maps and timelines: Tools showing the geography and chronology of events offer helpful
visual aids.

Supplementary reading: Other historical fiction or non-fiction books about WWII can broaden



students’ knowledge.

By weaving these elements into your study or teaching plan, the story of Number the Stars becomes not
only a gripping narrative but also a gateway into understanding history, empathy, and resilience.

Whether you’re reading Number the Stars for the first time or revisiting it with a new perspective, this
literature guide aims to make the experience richer and more rewarding. The novel’s timeless message
continues to inspire courage and compassion, reminding us all of the power of hope even in the darkest
times.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Number the Stars'?
'Number the Stars' primarily explores themes of bravery, friendship, and the impact of war, highlighting
the courage of ordinary people during the Holocaust.

Who is the protagonist of 'Number the Stars'?
The protagonist of 'Number the Stars' is Annemarie Johansen, a young Danish girl who helps her Jewish
friend escape the Nazis during World War II.

How does 'Number the Stars' depict the historical context of World War
II?
The book depicts the Nazi occupation of Denmark and the Danish Resistance's efforts to protect Jewish
citizens, providing a child-friendly perspective on the Holocaust.

What role does Annemarie’s family play in the story?
Annemarie's family plays a crucial role in sheltering and aiding their Jewish friends, demonstrating
solidarity and the risks taken by ordinary people during wartime.

How can teachers use 'Number the Stars' in the classroom?
Teachers can use 'Number the Stars' to discuss historical events, explore themes of courage and friendship,
and encourage empathy and critical thinking among students.



What are some key symbols in 'Number the Stars'?
Key symbols include the Star of David, representing Jewish identity, and the handkerchief, symbolizing
protection and resistance against Nazi detection.

How does Lois Lowry’s writing style contribute to the story?
Lowry’s clear and accessible writing style makes complex historical events understandable for young
readers, while building emotional depth and suspense.

What is the significance of the title 'Number the Stars'?
The title references a biblical passage symbolizing hope and faith, reflecting the bravery and aspirations of
the characters amidst dark times.

How does 'Number the Stars' address the concept of bravery?
The novel shows bravery not only as physical courage but also as moral strength, highlighting everyday
acts of resistance and kindness.

What discussion questions are effective for 'Number the Stars' literature
guides?
Effective questions include exploring characters’ motivations, the impact of war on families, the meaning of
friendship during hardship, and the historical accuracy of the events depicted.

Additional Resources
Number the Stars Literature Guide: A Thorough Exploration of Lois Lowry’s Historical Masterpiece

number the stars literature guide serves as an essential resource for educators, students, and literary
enthusiasts aiming to delve deeper into Lois Lowry’s celebrated novel. Published in 1989, Number the
Stars presents a poignant narrative set during World War II, focusing on the courage and resilience
displayed by ordinary individuals amidst the harrowing backdrop of Nazi-occupied Denmark. This
literature guide not only illuminates the novel’s historical context but also provides critical insights into its
themes, characters, and narrative techniques, making it invaluable for comprehensive study and analysis.

Understanding the Historical Context in Number the Stars



Literature Guide

A fundamental aspect emphasized in any quality Number the Stars literature guide is the historical setting
of the novel. The story unfolds in 1943 Copenhagen, during the German occupation of Denmark. The guide
typically offers detailed background information about the Nazi regime’s policies, the Danish Resistance
movement, and the specific events surrounding the rescue of Danish Jews. This contextual foundation is
crucial for readers to appreciate the gravity of the characters’ actions and the risks they undertake.

Incorporating authentic historical data enhances the learning experience. For instance, a literature guide
might include timelines, maps, and photographs from the era, providing visual aids that complement the
textual narrative. This multidimensional approach allows readers to engage with the story on a deeper
level, fostering empathy and a nuanced understanding of history’s impact on individual lives.

Character Analysis: Protagonists and Supporting Figures

One of the core components of a Number the Stars literature guide is the exploration of characters,
particularly the protagonist, Annemarie Johansen. The guide typically examines her development from a
naive child to a courageous young girl who confronts danger to protect her Jewish friend, Ellen Rosen.
Through close reading and guided questions, the literature guide encourages readers to analyze
Annemarie’s motivations, fears, and growth throughout the narrative.

Supporting characters such as Ellen Rosen, Annemarie’s family members, and members of the Resistance
are also explored in detail. Understanding these characters’ roles and relationships provides insight into the
novel’s broader themes of friendship, loyalty, and sacrifice. A well-structured guide highlights how these
interpersonal dynamics reflect the complex social fabric during wartime.

Thematic Exploration in Number the Stars Literature Guide

Themes constitute the backbone of literary analysis, and a comprehensive Number the Stars literature
guide systematically unpacks the novel’s central ideas. Among the most prominent themes are bravery, the
power of friendship, and the moral complexities of war. The guide often poses analytical questions that
prompt readers to consider how these themes are developed through plot events and character decisions.

For example, the theme of bravery is illustrated not only through overt acts of resistance but also through
subtle courage—such as Annemarie’s quiet composure in dangerous situations. The literature guide may
compare these portrayals with real historical accounts, enriching readers’ appreciation for the novel’s
authenticity and emotional depth.



Symbolism and Literary Devices

Another essential facet covered in a Number the Stars literature guide is the use of symbolism and literary
devices. The guide typically identifies symbols such as the Star of David, the handkerchief, and the titular
“numbering of the stars,” explaining their significance within the narrative. These symbols often carry
layered meanings, representing identity, protection, and hope.

In addition to symbolism, guides discuss Lowry’s stylistic choices—her straightforward prose, pacing, and
dialogue—that make the story accessible to younger readers while maintaining emotional resonance.
Exploring metaphors, foreshadowing, and imagery helps readers grasp the novel’s artistic craftsmanship
and how these techniques enhance thematic expression.

Practical Features of Number the Stars Literature Guide

The effectiveness of a Number the Stars literature guide also depends on its practical features designed to
facilitate teaching and self-study. Many guides include chapter summaries, discussion questions, vocabulary
lists, and comprehension quizzes. These tools aid in reinforcing understanding and encourage critical
thinking.

Chapter Summaries: Concise overviews help readers recall key events and maintain narrative
continuity.

Discussion Questions: Open-ended prompts stimulate analytical and personal responses.

Vocabulary Lists: Highlighting challenging words supports language development.

Quizzes and Tests: Assess retention and interpretative skills.

Moreover, some literature guides incorporate cross-curricular activities linking history, ethics, and
literature, thereby broadening the educational scope.

Comparative Analysis With Other Historical Novels

An insightful Number the Stars literature guide may also position the novel within the wider genre of
historical fiction aimed at young readers. Comparisons with books such as The Diary of Anne Frank or The
Book Thief highlight differences and similarities in narrative approach, thematic focus, and historical



authenticity.

Such comparative analysis enables readers to contextualize Lowry’s work within literary traditions and
appreciate its unique contributions. For instance, unlike The Diary of Anne Frank’s personal memoir style,
Number the Stars employs a third-person perspective that balances intimacy with broader social
commentary.

Challenges and Considerations in Using Number the Stars
Literature Guide

While many literature guides offer robust frameworks, some challenges arise depending on the guide’s
depth and target audience. Guides tailored for younger readers might oversimplify complex themes,
whereas those intended for advanced learners could overwhelm with dense analysis.

Another consideration is cultural sensitivity. Given the novel’s Holocaust-related subject matter, guides
must approach topics with respect and accuracy, avoiding trivialization. Educators often look for literature
guides that provide historical accuracy combined with age-appropriate content.

Additionally, digital versus print formats of literature guides present distinct advantages. Digital guides
offer interactive elements such as quizzes with immediate feedback, while print versions provide tangible
resources ideal for classroom use.

Integrating Number the Stars Literature Guide Into Curriculum

The versatility of Number the Stars literature guides makes them suitable for various educational settings.
Teachers can integrate the guide alongside history lessons to provide holistic learning experiences. For
homeschooling parents, the guide offers structured support to navigate the novel’s complexities.

Furthermore, literature guides often suggest project ideas, such as research assignments on World War II,
creative writing prompts inspired by the novel, or dramatizations of key scenes. These activities engage
learners actively, promoting retention and empathy.

In the realm of standardized testing, many literature guides align their content with common core
standards, ensuring relevance and helping students develop critical reading and analytical skills.

The continued popularity of Number the Stars and its literature guides underscores the novel’s enduring
relevance and educational value. By combining historical insight, thematic depth, and pedagogical tools,
these guides facilitate enriching literary experiences that resonate beyond the classroom.



Number The Stars Literature Guide

  number the stars literature guide: Number the Stars Scholastic, Inc. Staff, 1997-07-01
Includes an author biography, chapter summaries, vocabulary builders, reproducibles, and
cross-curricular activities for students of all learning styles for Lois Lowry's novel, Number the Stars
  number the stars literature guide: A Guide for Using Number the Stars in the Classroom
Kathy Jordan, 1993-04 At head of title on cover: Literature unit.
  number the stars literature guide: A Literature Guide to Number the Stars Joel D.
Chaston, 1993
  number the stars literature guide: Number the Stars (SparkNotes Literature Guide)
SparkNotes, 2014-08-12 Number the Stars (SparkNotes Literature Guide) by Lois Lowry Making the
reading experience fun! Created by Harvard students for students everywhere, SparkNotes is a new
breed of study guide: smarter, better, faster. Geared to what today's students need to know,
SparkNotes provides: *Chapter-by-chapter analysis *Explanations of key themes, motifs, and
symbols *A review quiz and essay topicsLively and accessible, these guides are perfect for late-night
studying and writing papers
  number the stars literature guide: Number the Stars: An Instructional Guide for Literature
Suzanne I. Barchers, 2014-09-01 Use this guide to follow the story of ten-year-old Annemarie
Johansen and her Jewish best friend Ellen who must move in with the Johansen family and pretend to
be their daughter to escape the Nazis. Number the Stars: An Instructional Guide for Literature
provides rigorous and appealing cross-curricular lessons and activities that work in conjunction with
the text. Readers will learn to connect historical events to this story, analyze story elements in
multiple ways, practice close reading and text-based vocabulary, determine meaning through
text-dependent questions, and more. Add rigor to your students' explorations of this Newbery
Medal-winning novel.
  number the stars literature guide: BookWise Joel Chaston, Molly Flender, Edith Lorraine
Baxter, 1998
  number the stars literature guide: Focus on Reading: Number the Stars - Study Guide
Lisa French, 2004 Prepares students for reading success through prereading background material ;
Focuses reading with guided questions ; Builds vocabulary ; Develops cultural literacy.
  number the stars literature guide: Number the Stars , 1994 Describes suggested activities to
accompany the reading of Number the stars.
  number the stars literature guide: Number the Stars , 1994 Teaching units to accompany
the study of the novel Number the stars by Lois Lowry.
  number the stars literature guide: Number the Stars Tara McCarthy, 2002 A guide to
facilitating the discussion of the novel by Lois Lowry by students in grades four through eight offers
suggestions for identifying themes, analyzing vocabulary, and responding to the text.
  number the stars literature guide: Number the Stars Reading Guide Saddleback
Educational Publishing, 2006-09-01 Struggling readers frequently lack basic reading skills and are
not equipped with the prior knowledge and reading strategies to thoroughly engage in the classroom
literature experience. Give your students the background and support they need to understand and
enjoy literature. With these reading guides, your students will practice reading comprehension
skills, sharpen their vocabulary, and learn to identify literary elements. The eBooks range in reading
level from 4 to 10. Reproducible. Contents Include: Teacher and student support materials,
reproducible student activity sheets, an end-of-book test, and an answer key. Each reading guide
divides the novel into six manageable units. Prepares all students for reading success through
activating prior knowledge. Focuses reading with guiding Questions to Think About. Build
vocabulary with pre-reading and during-reading activities.
  number the stars literature guide: Number the Stars by Lois Lowry Rachel Tolman Terry,
2014-01-31 This homeschool literature unit study does NOT include the original book, Number the

https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-161/number-the-stars-literature-guide.pdf


Stars by Lois Lowry. You can obtain the original book through your local library or through retailers
to use in conjunction with this curriculum. Grade Levels: 3-7 Themes: War, Courage, Friendship,
Religious Freedom Unit Projects: Essay, Diorama, Social Studies Project, World War II Dictionary,
Creative Writing Project Schedule: 3 Schedules Included: (2) Three-week Schedules and (1)
Two-week Schedule Tolman Hall Literature Unit Studies are designed to give you the flexibility to
design your own curriculum based on your children's interests while still providing a solid
foundation in literature. If used as designed, your children will learn and understand the literary
concepts essential for doing well on standardized tests such as the SAT Literature Subject Test and
the ACT Reading Test. Even more important, Tolman Hall Literature Studies will open your students'
eyes to ideas, concepts, and deeper meanings that they may previously have skimmed over in
cursory literature studies and in their reading for pleasure. Each Unit Study provides background
information about the author, several possible unit study schedules, a plot overview, and individual
lessons. The lessons each contain a reading assignment, a summary and analysis of the assignment,
a vocabulary lesson, a reading quiz, and short essay questions. Depending on your needs and
schedule, you can customize the lessons to fit your students' needs. As the teacher, you can read
along with your students, or if you're short on time, you can keep up by simply reading the
summaries and analyses of each lesson, which give enough information for you to discuss the
assignment with your student. Many homeschooling parents teach more than one student at a time,
and with Tolman Hall Unit Studies, you can teach the same work of literature at several grade levels.
For instance, you could assign the same reading to students in grades 7 and 9 but assign the 9th
grader more difficult writing assignments and more mature end-of-unit projects. In this way, your
whole family can discuss the same books and authors while still meeting grade-appropriate
requirements. Written by Newbery Winer Lois Lowry, Number the Stars gives children a child-sized
view of the Holocaust from the perspective of a ten-year-old Danish girl named Annemarie Johansen.
When Annemarie's best friend is targeted by the Nazis, she has to step out of her comfortable world
and be as brave as the Resistance fighters and mature adults around her.
  number the stars literature guide: A Novel Study Guide for Number the Stars by Lois Lowry
Elissa F. Brown, College of William and Mary. Center for Gifted Education, 2002
  number the stars literature guide: Literature Circle Guide Tara McCarthy, 2002
  number the stars literature guide: Literature Circle Guide Tonya Ward Singer, 2002-07 A
literature circle guide to Walk Two Moons for students in grades four through eight, featuring a
summary of the story, information about author Sharon Creech, enrichment readings, and group
discussion and journal writing prompts.
  number the stars literature guide: Literature Circle Guide Rebecca DeAngelis Callan, 2003
Suggested activities to be used in the classroom to accompany the reading of Roll of thunder, hear
my cry by Mildred D. Taylor.
  number the stars literature guide: Literature Circle Guide: Where The Red Fern Grows Tara
McCarthy, 2003-05 Helps kids respond to literature in small discussion groups!
  number the stars literature guide: Literature Circle Guide: the Sign of the Beaver Tara
McCarthy, 2002-09 A guide to using the book The Sign of the Beaver, for literature circles in grades
four through eight that includes management tips, an author biography, key reading comprehension
strategies, and reproducible writing prompts and discussion questions.
  number the stars literature guide: Number the Stars (a BookCaps Study Guide) BookCaps
Study Guides Staff, 2012-10-02 The perfect companion to Lois Lowry's, Number the Stars, this study
guide contains a chapter by chapter analysis of the book, a summary of the plot, and a guide to
major characters and themes. BookCap Study Guides do not contain text from the actual book, and
are not meant to be purchased as alternatives to reading the book. We all need refreshers every now
and then. Whether you are a student trying to cram for that big final, or someone just trying to
understand a book more, BookCaps can help. We are a small, but growing company, and are adding
titles every month.
  number the stars literature guide: Literature Circle Guide (series) Virginia Dooley,



Grades 4-8 Books, 2003 Suggested activities to be used in the classroom to accompany the reading
of Island of the blue dolphins by Scott O'Dell.
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将棋 - Number Web - ナンバー Number Web『将棋』一覧ページ。 将棋関連の話題を深く掘り下げた記事を公開中。
ラグビー - Number Web - ナンバー   Number Web『ラグビー』一覧ページ。 ラグビー関連の話題を深く掘り下げた記事を公開中。
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