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nuer dilemmas coping with money war and the state represent a complex and deeply
intertwined set of challenges faced by the Nuer people, an ethnic group primarily residing in South
Sudan and parts of Ethiopia. These dilemmas are not just about survival; they reflect the broader
struggles that arise when traditional ways of life intersect with modern economic pressures, state
governance, and ongoing conflicts often described as money wars. Understanding these dilemmas
requires delving into the cultural, social, and political fabric of the Nuer community, as well as the
broader regional dynamics that shape their reality.

The Historical and Cultural Context of the Nuer

The Nuer are traditionally pastoralists, depending heavily on cattle for their livelihood, social status,
and cultural identity. Cattle are more than just economic assets; they symbolize wealth, marriage
transactions, social bonds, and spiritual life. This deep connection complicates how the Nuer navigate
their current dilemmas, particularly as money and the state’s influence increasingly encroach on their
traditional economy.

The Role of Cattle in Nuer Society

Cattle function as a form of wealth storage and currency within Nuer culture. They serve multiple
purposes:

» Bridewealth: Cattle are essential in marriage negotiations, symbolizing familial alliances.
e Social Status: Ownership of large herds elevates an individual’s standing in the community.

e Conflict Resolution: Cattle are often used as compensation in disputes.

However, the increasing monetization of society challenges these traditional roles and forces the Nuer
to confront new economic realities.

Money War: The Clash Between Traditional Economy
and Modern Pressures

One of the most pressing dilemmas for the Nuer is the phenomenon often described as a "money



war." This term captures the conflicts fueled by competition over resources, wealth accumulation, and
the influence of state actors. Unlike conventional wars fought over territory, money wars are deeply
tied to economic survival and power struggles.

Economic Pressures and Shifts

As South Sudan and the surrounding regions have undergone political upheaval, the Nuer have faced
increasing pressures to adapt to a cash-based economy. This shift creates tension between
maintaining traditional livelihoods and engaging with market economies.

e Cash Needs: Access to goods, education, and healthcare now requires money, pushing many
to sell cattle or seek wage labor.

e Market Competition: Younger generations face the dilemma of whether to continue pastoral
traditions or migrate to urban centers for employment.

e Debt and Borrowing: The introduction of money leads to debt cycles, sometimes
exacerbating conflicts over repayment and resources.

The Impact of State Policies and Governance

The state's role in these dilemmas cannot be overstated. Weak governance, corruption, and uneven
access to services often exacerbate the Nuer’s struggles. The state’s attempts at formalizing land
ownership and resource control sometimes clash with customary laws and practices.

e Land Rights: State policies may undermine communal land ownership, threatening pastoralist
access.

e Security Concerns: The state’s military engagements and alliances can deepen divisions
within Nuer communities.

» Service Delivery: Limited state infrastructure forces reliance on informal economies,
complicating financial stability.

Coping Strategies Among the Nuer

Faced with the dilemmas of money war and state pressures, the Nuer employ a variety of coping
mechanisms. These strategies reflect resilience and adaptability, blending tradition with innovation.



Maintaining Social Networks and Traditional Practices

One way the Nuer mitigate economic and political pressures is through the reinforcement of kinship
ties and community-based support systems. By relying on extended family and clan networks, they
create safety nets that help buffer against financial shocks.

Engagement with Market Economies

While cattle remain central, many Nuer are increasingly engaging with market systems. Selling
livestock, investing in small businesses, and participating in trade are ways to generate cash income.
This transition is not without its tensions but represents a pragmatic response to evolving
circumstances.

Negotiating with the State

Some Nuer leaders seek to engage with government structures to influence policies affecting their
communities. This involves advocating for recognition of customary rights, improved service
provision, and greater political representation. These negotiations are complex and often fraught with
challenges but are crucial for long-term stability.

The Psychological and Social Implications

Beyond economics and politics, the dilemmas around money, war, and the state deeply affect the
psychological well-being and social cohesion of the Nuer.

Stress and Uncertainty

Living in a context marked by conflict and economic instability generates chronic stress. The
unpredictability of livelihoods, threats of violence, and shifting social norms create a pervasive sense
of uncertainty.

Generational Tensions

Younger Nuer often find themselves caught between the expectations of elders and the realities of
modern life. This can lead to generational divides regarding identity, economic strategies, and
political engagement.



Community Fragmentation

Conflicts driven by economic competition and political alliances sometimes fracture communities.
Maintaining unity in the face of divergent interests is an ongoing challenge for the Nuer.

Looking Forward: Opportunities and Challenges

While the dilemmas facing the Nuer are formidable, there are pathways toward more sustainable
solutions. International development programs, peacebuilding initiatives, and inclusive governance
reforms have the potential to alleviate some pressures.

Strengthening Traditional Institutions

Recognizing and integrating customary laws with formal state systems can empower Nuer
communities to manage resources effectively and resolve disputes peacefully.

Economic Diversification

Encouraging diversification beyond pastoralism—such as education, agriculture, and
entrepreneurship—can reduce vulnerability to market fluctuations and conflict.

Building Trust with the State

Improving dialogue and cooperation between the Nuer and government authorities is vital.
Transparent policies and equitable service delivery can foster a sense of inclusion and reduce
tensions.

The story of the Nuer and their dilemmas coping with money war and the state is a vivid example of
how tradition and modernity collide amid complex socio-political landscapes. Their experiences offer
valuable lessons on resilience, adaptation, and the quest for peace and prosperity in a rapidly
changing world.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main challenges faced by the Nuer community in
coping with money-related conflicts?

The Nuer community often faces challenges such as resource scarcity, disputes over cattle wealth,
and the impact of modernization on traditional economic systems, which contribute to money-related
conflicts.



How does war impact the economic stability of the Nuer
people?

War disrupts traditional livelihoods, destroys infrastructure, and displaces populations, leading to
economic instability and making it difficult for the Nuer people to maintain their financial resources
and social structures.

In what ways does the state influence the Nuer's strategies
for managing money and conflict?

The state's policies on land, resource control, and legal systems affect how the Nuer manage wealth
and resolve disputes, sometimes exacerbating tensions or providing frameworks for negotiation and
peacebuilding.

What coping mechanisms do the Nuer employ to handle
dilemmas involving money during times of conflict?

The Nuer utilize traditional conflict resolution methods, rely on kinship networks for financial support,
and engage in barter or livestock exchanges to navigate money dilemmas during conflicts.

How has modernization affected the Nuer’s traditional
economic practices and conflict resolution?

Modernization has introduced cash economies and formal legal systems that sometimes clash with
traditional Nuer practices, creating dilemmas in balancing old customs with new economic realities
and state laws.

What role does cattle play in the Nuer's money-related
dilemmas and war?

Cattle are central to the Nuer economy and social status; disputes over cattle can lead to conflicts,
while cattle also serve as a form of wealth and currency in resolving money dilemmas and
maintaining social bonds.

Additional Resources

Nuer Dilemmas Coping with Money, War, and the State

nuer dilemmas coping with money war and the state encapsulate a complex interplay of
traditional societal structures confronting modern economic pressures, persistent conflict, and
evolving state dynamics. The Nuer, an ethnic group primarily inhabiting South Sudan and parts of
Ethiopia, have historically maintained a pastoralist lifestyle rooted in cattle herding, kinship networks,
and age-old customs. However, the intrusion of contemporary challenges such as monetary
economies, protracted warfare, and state governance has generated multifaceted dilemmas that
require nuanced understanding and strategic adaptation.



Understanding the Nuer’s socio-political landscape is critical to dissecting how these dilemmas
manifest and evolve. Traditionally, wealth among the Nuer was measured in cattle, which symbolized
social status, wealth distribution, and inter-clan relations. Yet, the increasing penetration of cash
economies has shifted economic activities and priorities, causing tensions between traditional values
and modern financial realities. Concurrently, decades of conflict, fueled by both internal factionalism
and external interventions, have exacerbated vulnerabilities, challenging the Nuer’'s mechanisms of
conflict resolution and survival. Overlaying these is the presence of state institutions—influxes of
governance, legal frameworks, and service provision—that often clash with indigenous systems and
identities.

Historical Context of Nuer Society and Economy

The Nuer people have long been recognized for their pastoral economy, where cattle serve not only
as economic assets but also as central elements in social and ritual life. This form of wealth is deeply
embedded in their identity, underpinning marriage negotiations, dispute resolutions, and social
status. The traditional economy, however, has faced disruption from the introduction of monetary
systems and government policies seeking to formalize economic transactions.

Transition from Cattle-Based Wealth to Monetary Economy

The gradual monetization within Nuer communities has introduced both opportunities and dilemmas.
On one hand, access to cash enables participation in broader markets, procurement of goods, and
investment in education and infrastructure. On the other, it challenges the communal sharing ethos
and the symbolic importance of cattle. This shift has led to disparities in wealth accumulation and
altered social dynamics, sometimes resulting in intra-community conflicts over resource allocation.

War and Its Impact on Nuer Livelihoods

The Nuer region has been a hotspot for armed conflict, particularly during the Sudanese civil wars and
the recent South Sudanese conflicts. War has not only devastated physical infrastructure but also
disrupted traditional economic practices. The constant threat of violence has forced many Nuer to
abandon pastoralism temporarily or permanently, pushing them toward urban centers or refugee
camps, where survival strategies differ markedly from their customary ways.

Displacement and Economic Adaptation

Displacement caused by war has compelled the Nuer to adapt economically. Many have turned to
small-scale trade, labor markets, or reliance on humanitarian aid. These changes often come at the
cost of social cohesion, as displacement fragments kinship ties and traditional leadership structures.
Moreover, the reliance on aid can create dependency cycles that undermine long-term economic
resilience.



Militarization and Social Fragmentation

The protracted conflicts have also militarized segments of the Nuer population, intertwining economic
pursuits with armed factions. The monetization of conflict—through control of resources, taxation, and
external funding—has redefined power structures within Nuer society. This militarization complicates
peacebuilding efforts and challenges the authority of customary institutions.

The State’s Role and Challenges in Nuer Regions

The state’s interaction with Nuer communities introduces another layer of complexity. South Sudan’s
fragile governance structures, limited state capacity, and contested legitimacy have affected how
state policies intersect with local realities.

Governance and Legal Pluralism

One dilemma lies in the coexistence of formal state law and customary law among the Nuer.
Discrepancies between these legal systems create ambiguity in matters such as land tenure,
marriage, and dispute resolution. The state’s attempts to enforce statutory laws sometimes clash with
indigenous norms, leading to tensions and undermining the legitimacy of both systems.

Service Provision and Political Representation

Access to education, healthcare, and infrastructure remains uneven in Nuer territories. Political
marginalization has often left these communities underserved, fueling grievances and complicating
state-building efforts. The challenge for the state is to design inclusive policies that recognize local
identities and address socioeconomic disparities without exacerbating ethnic tensions.

Strategies for Coping with Multifaceted Dilemmas

The Nuer’s coping mechanisms reveal a blend of resilience, adaptation, and negotiation between
tradition and modernity. Understanding these strategies is crucial for policymakers, development
practitioners, and peacebuilders aiming to support sustainable solutions.

Reinforcing Traditional Institutions While Embracing Change

Efforts to strengthen customary institutions can help mediate conflicts and manage resources
effectively. At the same time, integrating these institutions with formal governance structures offers a
pathway to harmonize legal pluralism and improve legitimacy. Programs that facilitate dialogue
between elders, youth, and state officials have shown promise in this regard.



Economic Diversification and Livelihood Support

Supporting economic diversification beyond pastoralism is vital. Initiatives promoting agriculture,
trade, and vocational training can enhance economic resilience, especially for displaced populations.
Microfinance and community savings groups tailored to local contexts can bridge the gap between
traditional wealth systems and modern financial inclusion.

Peacebuilding and Conflict Resolution

Given the militarization and social fragmentation, peacebuilding efforts must address root causes
while fostering reconciliation. Inclusive dialogues involving armed groups, community leaders, and
government representatives are essential. Emphasizing shared interests and mutual benefits can
reduce hostility and pave the way for sustainable peace.

Broader Implications and Comparative Perspectives

The dilemmas faced by the Nuer are not unique but resonate with many pastoralist and indigenous
groups worldwide confronting globalization, state expansion, and conflict. Comparing the Nuer
experience with similar communities in the Horn of Africa or the Sahel reveals common patterns of
tension between tradition and modernity, as well as lessons on managing these transitions.

e Economic Transformation: Pastoralist groups globally have grappled with integrating cash
economies without eroding social cohesion.

¢ Conflict and Displacement: Protracted conflicts often force communities into urbanization
and livelihood changes, with social consequences.

o State Relations: Negotiating coexistence between customary and formal governance remains
a central challenge.

These comparative insights underscore the importance of context-sensitive approaches that respect
cultural heritage while promoting development and peace.

Navigating the intricate web of nuer dilemmas coping with money war and the state demands a
holistic understanding of their historical legacies, socio-economic transformations, and the political
landscape. The Nuer’s journey reflects broader struggles faced by communities caught between
enduring traditions and rapidly changing realities, offering valuable perspectives on resilience,
adaptation, and coexistence in a complex world.



Nuer Dilemmas Coping With Money War And The State

nuer dilemmas coping with money war and the state: Nuer Dilemmas Sharon E.
Hutchinson, 1996-05-31 Not just a brilliant restudy of one of anthropology's most famous 'peoples’
but an exemplary historical ethnography that will be a landmark in the discipline. . . . With
extraordinary sensitivity Hutchinson reveals how the Nuer have confronted the most profound
moral, social, and political dilemmas of their—and our—changing world.—Lila Abu-Lughod, author of
Writing Women's Worlds

nuer dilemmas coping with money war and the state: Nuer Dilemmas Sharon Hutchinson,
2023-05-31 This new 2023 edition of Nuer Dilemmas adds fresh material to Sharon E. Hutchinson's
now widely-acclaimed and prize-winning historical ethnography about what became of the Nuer
people of South(ern) Sudan after Evans-Pritchard completed his pioneering 1930s field studies.
These new materials include a new Epilogue (in the Nuer language) in which she describes some of
the personal security dilemmas she faced during her 1990s war-zone research while trying to cope
with shifting governmental authorities in the field. The new edition also includes new illustrative
materials and eliminates the former edition's appendix on comparative divorce rates. The new
addition complements a new website (nuerdilemmas.com) which will soon be launched and will
provide readers with access to a wealth of previously unpublished photographs and audio-tapes
created by the author that add depth to her now classic ethnographic account. The new website will
also provide readers with an English translation of the book's new Nuer-language Epilogue.

nuer dilemmas coping with money war and the state: Nuer Dilemmas Sharon Elaine
Hutchinson, 1996 Not just a brilliant restudy of one of anthropology's most famous 'peoples' but an
exemplary historical ethnography that will be a landmark in the discipline. . . . With extraordinary
sensitivity Hutchinson reveals how the Nuer have confronted the most profound moral, social, and
political dilemmas of their--and our--changing world.--Lila Abu-Lughod, author of Writing Women's
Worlds

nuer dilemmas coping with money war and the state: Rezension zu Sharon E. Hutchinsons
"Nuer Dilemmas - Coping with Money, War and the State" Miro Ilic, 2023-10-23 Rezension /
Literaturbericht aus dem Jahr 2023 im Fachbereich Ethnologie / Volkskunde, Note: 5 (Schweiz),
Universitat Luzern (Ethnologisches Seminar), Sprache: Deutsch, Abstract: Fur diese Rezension
schlug meine Dozentin Nuer Dilemmas - Coping with Money, War, and the State von Sharon E.
Hutchinson vor. Die Autorin ist unter anderem eine gefragte Lehrbeauftragte und wird gerne an
andere Universitaten und Institute eingeladen, Vorlesungen zu halten und Seminare zu leiten. Die
Leitfragen ihrer Forschung beziehen sich auf Wiederaufbau nach dem Krieg, internationalen
Humanitarismus und Menschenrechte, Migration der verschiedenen Bevolkerungsgruppen aufgrund
des Kriegsgeschehens, sowie die Einfliisse der Olférderung im Sudan auf internationalem Niveau.
Des Weiteren werden immer wieder die Themen der Geschlechterrollen und die Differenzierung
zwischen diversen Positionen in der Nuer-Gesellschaft aufgegriffen Alle diese Themen thematisiert
die Autorin in ihrer Ethnographie uber Nuer. Hutchinson selbst beantwortet - oder zumindest
elaboriert - die meisten Fragen mit der eigenen Feldforschung, auf welcher auch ihr Buch uber die
Nuer basiert. In ihrer Argumentation bezieht sich die Autorin jedoch zusatzlich vermehrt auf die
Forschung von E. E. Pritchard - natiirlich mit einem kritischen Auge.

nuer dilemmas coping with money war and the state: War and Survival in Sudan's
Frontierlands Wendy James, 2007-10-04 This book completes a trilogy by the anthropologist Wendy
James. It is a case study of how the Uduk-speaking people, originally from the Blue Nile region
between the 'north' and the 'south' of Sudan, have been caught up in and displaced by a generation
of civil war. Some have responded by defending their nation, others by joining the armed resistance
of the Sudan People's Liberation Army, and yet others eventually finding security as international
refugees in Ethiopia, and even further afield in countries such as the USA. Sudan's peace agreement
of 2005 leaves much uncertainty for the future of the whole country, as conflict still rages in Darfur.


https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-161/nuer-dilemmas-coping-with-money-war-and-the-state.pdf

The Uduk case shows how people who once lived together now try to maintain links across borders
and even continents through modern communications, and where possible recreate their 'traditional’
forms of story-telling, music, and song.

nuer dilemmas coping with money war and the state: Inside Cultures William Balée,
2021-08-17 This concise, contemporary option for instructors of cultural anthropology breaks away
from the traditional structure of introductory textbooks. Emphasizing the interaction between
humans and their environment, the tension between human universals and cultural variation, and
the impacts of colonialism on traditional cultures, Inside Cultures shows students how cultural
anthropology can help us understand the complex, globalized world around us. This third edition:
contains brand new material on many subjects, including anthropological approaches to anti-racism
social movements in the Global North during 2020; includes findings in anthropological research
regarding the Covid-19 pandemic, and its relation to other recent global events and conditions;
updates the organization and presentation of cultural universals and cultural variations; presents
updated and enhanced discussions of anthropological studies of humankind and the environment,
with expanded analysis of industrial agriculture in the age of globalization; includes more
illustrations and updates to existing illustrations, sidebars, and guideposts throughout the volume; is
written in clear, supple prose that delights readers while informing on content of one of the
important courses in a liberal arts education, one that effectively bridges humanities and the
sciences.

nuer dilemmas coping with money war and the state: War Economies and Post-war Crime
Sabine Kurtenbach, Angelika Rettberg, 2020-05-21 Even when armed conflicts formally end, the
transition to peace is not clear-cut. This comprehensive volume explores the mounting evidence
which suggests that it is rather ‘unlikely to see a clean break from violence to consent, from theft to
production, from repression to democracy, or from impunity to accountability’. The authors analyse
the complex endeavour of transitioning out of war, studying how it is often interrelated with other
transformations such as changes in the political regime (democratisation) and in the economy
(opening of markets to globalisation). They explore how, in the same way as wars and conflicts
reflect the societies they befall, post-war orders may replicate and perpetuate some of the drivers of
war-related violence, such as high levels of instability, institutional fragility, corruption, and
inequality. This book thus suggests that, even in the absence of a formal relapse into war and the
re-mobilisation of former insurgents, many transitional contexts are marked by the steady and
ongoing reconfiguration of criminal and illegal groups and practices. This book will be of great
interest to students and researchers of political science and peace studies. It was originally
published as an online special issue of Third World Thematics.

nuer dilemmas coping with money war and the state: Emma's War Deborah Scroggins,
2011-11-23 Emma McCune’s passion for Africa, her unstinting commitment to the children of Sudan,
and her youthful beauty and glamour set her apart from other relief workers from the moment she
arrived in southern Sudan. But no one was prepared for her decision to marry a local warlord—a
man who seemed to embody everything she was working against—and to throw herself into his
violent quest to take over southern Sudan’s rebel movement. With precision and insight, Deborah
Scroggins—who met McCune in Sudan—charts the process by which McCune’s romantic delusions
led to her descent into the hell of Africa’s longest-running civil war. Emma’s War is at once a
disturbing love story and an up-close look at Sudan: a world where international aid fuels armies as
well as the starving population, and where the northern-based Islamic government—backed by
Osama bin Laden—is locked in a war with the Christian and pagan south over religion, oil, and
slaves. A timely, revelatory account of the nature of relief work, of the men and women who choose
to carry it out, and of one woman'’s sacrifice to its ideals.

nuer dilemmas coping with money war and the state: A Companion to the Anthropology
of the Middle East Soraya Altorki, 2015-07-07 A Companion to the Anthropology of the Middle East
presents a comprehensive overview of current trends and future directions in anthropological
research and activism in the modern Middle East. Named as one of Choice's Outstanding Academic



Titles of 2016 Offers critical perspectives on the theoretical, methodological, and pedagogical goals
of anthropology in the Middle East Analyzes the conditions of cultural and social transformation in
the Middle Eastern region and its relations with other areas of the world Features contributions by
top experts in various Middle East anthropological specialties Features in-depth coverage of issues
drawn from religion, the arts, language, politics, political economy, the law, human rights,
multiculturalism, and globalization

nuer dilemmas coping with money war and the state: Politics and Violence in Eastern
Africa David M. Anderson, @ystein H. Rolandsen, 2017-10-02 Over the fifty years between 1940 and
1990, the countries of eastern Africa were embroiled in a range of debilitating and destructive
conflicts, starting with the wars of independence, but then incorporating rebellion, secession and
local insurrection as the Cold War replaced colonialism. The articles gathered here illustrate how
significant, widespread, and dramatic this violence was. In these years, violence was used as a
principal instrument in the creation and consolidation of the authority of the state; and it was also
regularly and readily utilised by those who wished to challenge state authority through insurrection
and secession. Why was it that eastern Africa should have experienced such extensive and intensive
violence in the fifty years before 1990? Was this resort to violence a consequence of imperial rule,
the legacy of oppressive colonial domination under a coercive and non-representative state system?
Did essential contingencies such as the Cold War provoke and promote the use of violence? Or, was
it a choice made by Africans themselves and their leaders, a product of their own agency? This book
focuses on these turbulent decades, exploring the principal conflicts in six key countries - Kenya,
Uganda, Sudan, Ethiopia, Somalia and Tanzania. This book was published as a special issue of the
Journal of Eastern African Studies.

nuer dilemmas coping with money war and the state: Elites and the Politics of
Accountability in Africa Wale Adebanwi, Rogers Orock, 2021-05-24 Elites and the Politics of
Accountability in Africa examines the ways that accountability offers an effective interpretive lens to
the social, cultural, and institutional struggles of both the elites and ordinary citizens in Africa. Each
chapter investigates questions of power, its public deliberation, and its negotiation in Africa by
studying elites through the framework of accountability. The book enters conversations about
political subjectivity and agency, especially from ongoing struggles around identities and belonging,
as well as representation and legitimacy. Who speaks to whom? And on whose behalf do they speak?
The contributors to this volume offer careful analyses of how such concerns are embedded in wider
forms of cultural, social, and institutional discussions about transparency, collective responsibility,
community, and public decision-making processes. These concerns affect prospects for democratic
oversight, as well as questions of alienation, exclusivity, privilege and democratic deficit. The book
situates our understanding of the emergence, meaning, and conceptual relevance of elite
accountability, to study political practices in Africa. It then juxtaposes this contextualization of
accountability in relation to the practices of African elites. Elites and the Politics of Accountability in
Africa offers fresh, dynamic, and multifarious accounts of elites and their practices of accountability
and locally plausible self-legitimation, as well as illuminating accounts of contemporary African
elites in relation to their socially and historicallysituated outcomes of contingency, composition,
negotiation, and compromise.

nuer dilemmas coping with money war and the state: Money and Violence Erik Bahre, 2007
This ethnography reveals how, faced with violence, economic insecurity, and volatile relations,
Xhosa migrants in Cape Town, South Africa, establish burial societies and credit groups. It examines
the urban poor's day-to-day struggles over money in post-apartheid South Africa.

nuer dilemmas coping with money war and the state: The ANC's War against Apartheid
Stephen R. Davis, 2018-02-02 This study of the armed wing of the African National Congress also
“contributes significantly to scholarship on liberation movements more broadly.”—Gary Baines,
author of South Africa’s Border War For nearly three decades, the armed wing of the African
National Congress (ANC), known as Umkhonto we Sizwe (MK), waged a violent revolutionary
struggle against the apartheid state in South Africa. Stephen Davis works with extensive oral



testimonies and the heroic myths that were constructed after 1994 to offer a new history of this
movement. Davis deftly addresses the histories that reinforce the legitimacy of the ANC as a ruling
party, its longstanding entanglement with the South African Communist Party, and efforts to
consolidate a single narrative of struggle and renewal in concrete museums and memorials. Davis
shows that the history of MK is more complicated and ambiguous than previous laudatory accounts
would have us believe, and in doing so he discloses the contradictions of the liberation struggle as
well as its political manifestations.

nuer dilemmas coping with money war and the state: Muslim Families in Global Senegal
Beth Buggenhagen, 2012-02-06 “A first-rate ethnography of Muslim women in Dakar . . . [an]
extremely fine-grained analysis of women’s exchange networks.” —Robert Launay, Northwestern
University Senegalese Murid migrants have circulated cargo and currency through official and
unofficial networks in Africa and the world. Muslim Families in Global Senegal focuses on trade and
the transmission of enduring social value though cloth, videos of life-cycle rituals, and religious
offerings. Highlighting women'’s participation in these networks and the financial strategies they rely
on, Beth Buggenhagen reveals the deep connections between economic profits and ritual and social
authority. Buggenhagen discovers that these strategies are not responses to a dispersed community
in crisis, but rather produce new roles, wealth, and worth for Senegalese women in all parts of the
globe. “A lively, insightful, and important study of exchange practices between Senegal and a circuit
of global trade. The innovative focus is on the meanings, not the social and economic functions, of
exchange.” —Karen Tranberg Hansen, Northwestern University “While the author’s focus is on the
transformation in the role of women both within the family network and in the marketplace, the book
allows readers to better understand the impact of globalism on the citizens of Senegal . . .
Recommended.” —Choice

nuer dilemmas coping with money war and the state: Religion on the Move! Afe
Adogame, Shobana Shankar, 2012-11-21 In Religions on the Move, Afe Adogame and Shobana
Shankar present essays on religious expansion beyond Christian missions, focusing on activities of
migrants from Africa, Asia, and Latin America spreading their faiths in Europe, North America, and
within the “South.”

nuer dilemmas coping with money war and the state: In-Betweenness in Greater
Khartoum Alice Franck, Barbara Casciarri, Idris El-Hassan, 2021-04-01 Focusing on Greater
Khartoum following South Sudanese independence in 2011, In-Betweenness in Greater Khartoum
explores the impact on society of major political events in areas that are neither urban nor rural,
public nor private. This volume uses these in-between spaces as a lens to analyze how these events,
in combination with other processes, such as globalization and economic neo-liberalization, impact
communities across the region. Drawing on original fieldwork and empirical data, the authors
uncover the reshaping of new categories of people that reinforce old dichotomies and in doing so
underscore a common Sudanese identity.

nuer dilemmas coping with money war and the state: The Road to the Two Sudans
Souad Ali, Richard Lobban, 2014-03-17 Parallel with the previous volume of conference papers in
2008, Sudan’s Wars and Peace Agreements, most of these selected and thematic articles were
originally presented as papers at the 31st meeting of the Sudan Studies Association (SSA) at Arizona
State University in 2012. Since that time, the Comprehensive Peace Agreement of 2005 provided for
the self-determination referendum of 2011 that resulted in the independence of the new Republic of
South Sudan. The previous book presaged this present volume as the, perhaps inevitable, outcome
of endless conflicts with no serious effort to “make unity attractive.” As this book goes to press, the
new Republic of South Sudan is itself wracked with violent conflict. The hopes to build a new,
democratic and civil society in the south from the many inherited problems have now devolved to
dysfunction itself. Reading this book will realistically help in understanding these “Roads” taken.
The editors and authors have created a multi-faceted account which reveals the complex foundations
of these conflicts between north and south, and recently within the south itself. While Khartoum
struggles onward with the Islamist project, regional conflicts and grave economic problems, Juba



stumbles with corruption, armed rebellion and a grave humanitarian crisis. The half-full glass of
dreams of social and economic development supported by oil revenue has been replaced by a glass
half empty with new varieties of political dysfunction in which both nations have grave problems in
security and economic stability in a generally troubled regional “neighborhood.”

nuer dilemmas coping with money war and the state: Changing Identifications and
Alliances in North-east Africa Gunther Schlee, Elizabeth E. Watson, 2009-11-01 Forms of group
identity play a prominent role in everyday lives and politics in north-east Africa. These volumes
provide an interdisciplinary account of the nature and significance of ethnic, religious, and national
identity in north-east Africa. Case studies from Sudan, Ethiopia, Uganda, and Kenya illustrate the
way that identities are formed and change over time, and how local, national, and international
politics are interwoven. Specific attention is paid to the impact of modern weaponry, new
technologies, religious conversion, food and land shortages, international borders, civil war, and
displacement on group identities. Drawing on the expertise of anthropologists, historians and
geographers, these volumes provide a significant account of a society profoundly shaped by identity
politics and contribute to a better understanding of the nature of conflict and war, and forms of
alliance and peacemaking, thus providing a comprehensive portrait of this troubled region.

nuer dilemmas coping with money war and the state: Savannah to Suburbia Mary
Edmunds, Nawal El-Gack, 2019-04-01 This book is the story of South Sudanese Australians, told in
their own voices. At one level, it’s a single story: a story of war, of loss, of violent displacement, of
the rupturing of ordinary life for these people. It tells of years in refugee camps, of the journeys that
brought them to Australia, and of the new life they’re forging for themselves and their families here.
But this story has been experienced by individuals, by ordinary people caught up in extraordinary
events, events that have become all too common in our present world. Before Syria, South Sudan
had already become a byword for never-ending, relentless civil war, famine, and desperate children,
women, and men. So the story is multi-facetted. It’s many stories, and those are the personal stories
that make up this book. Some of those stories, those of the Lost Boys, have already been told in
books, film, and song. There’s almost nothing yet from others, especially from the women whose
lives were also shattered by these wars. Their stories are of the loss of children, parents, and
husbands, of the deaths and forced abandonment of newborns, of multiple forced displacements. But
the stories are also stories of survival and resilience. The twenty-seven people who tell their stories
in this book recount the different routes that finally brought them to Australia, of their gratitude to
be in a country with no war, and of their determination to make a contribution and to forge a good
life here, for themselves, and especially for their families and children, demonstrating how wrong
are political accusations of non-integration and sensationalist reporting about ‘African gangs’ in
Melbourne.

nuer dilemmas coping with money war and the state: A Poisonous Thorn in Our Hearts
James Copnall, 2014-06-01 What happened after Africa's biggest country split in two? When South
Sudan ran up its flag in July 2011, two new nations came into being. In South Sudan a former rebel
movement faces colossal challenges in building a new country. At independence it was one of the
least developed places on earth, after decades of conflict and neglect. The 'rump state', Sudan, has
been debilitated by devastating civil wars, including in Darfur, and lost a significant part of its
territory, and most of its oil wealth, after the divorce from the South. In the years after separation,
the two Sudans dealt with crippling economic challenges, struggled with new and old rebellions, and
fought each other along their disputed border. Benefiting from unsurpassed access to the politicians,
rebels, thinkers and events that are shaping the Sudans, Copnall draws a compelling portrait of two
misunderstood countries. A Poisonous Thorn in Our Hearts argues that Sudan and South Sudan
remain deeply interdependent, despite their separation. It also diagnoses the political failings that
threaten the future of both countries. The author puts the turmoil of the years after separation into a
broader context, reflecting the voices, hopes and experiences of Sudanese and South Sudanese from
all walks of life.
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