
do amish speak a different language

**Do Amish Speak a Different Language? Understanding Amish Linguistic
Traditions**

do amish speak a different language is a question that often arises when
people encounter the Amish community for the first time. Known for their
simple lifestyle, horse-drawn buggies, and distinctive clothing, the Amish
also have a unique linguistic identity that sets them apart from mainstream
American society. But do they truly speak a different language, or is it more
of a dialect or cultural practice? Let’s explore the fascinating language
dynamics within the Amish community, uncovering the layers of their
communication styles, and what makes their tongue so distinctive.

The Unique Linguistic Identity of the Amish

The Amish are a group of traditionalist Christian communities originating
from Swiss Anabaptists in the 16th century. Their language use reflects both
their European roots and their adaptation to life in North America. When
discussing “do Amish speak a different language,” it’s essential to recognize
that their communication is not limited to English, nor is it solely a
foreign language. Instead, the Amish typically use a combination of languages
depending on the context.

What Language Do the Amish Speak at Home?

At home and within their communities, many Amish people speak **Pennsylvania
German**, also known as Pennsylvania Dutch. Despite the name, this is not
Dutch but a dialect of German, brought to America by German-speaking
immigrants in the 18th century. Pennsylvania German has evolved over time but
remains a vibrant part of Amish culture and daily life.

This language serves as a cultural marker, helping Amish families maintain
their identity and separation from the outside world. It’s a living language
used in casual conversations, religious services, and community events. For
many Amish children, Pennsylvania German is the first language they learn,
often before English.

English and Its Role Among the Amish

While Pennsylvania German dominates at home and within the community, English
is widely used by the Amish when interacting with outsiders. Schools run by
Amish communities teach children in English, preparing them to navigate
broader American society when necessary. English is essential for business
dealings, legal matters, and any interaction outside the Amish community.

In fact, most Amish are bilingual, switching effortlessly between
Pennsylvania German and English depending on the situation. This bilingual
ability is a practical adaptation that allows them to maintain their cultural
heritage while functioning effectively in the modern world.



Why Do Amish Maintain a Separate Language?

Understanding why the Amish speak Pennsylvania German requires looking beyond
simple communication. Language for the Amish is a tool of cultural
preservation, identity, and religious practice.

Language as a Barrier and a Bond

Pennsylvania German acts as a protective barrier, helping the Amish maintain
their distinctiveness and resist assimilation into mainstream society. By
speaking a language that few outside their community understand, they
safeguard their traditions, values, and way of life.

At the same time, this shared language strengthens community bonds. It
fosters a sense of belonging and mutual understanding that transcends mere
words. Amish gatherings, church services, and social events revolve around
this language, reinforcing their unity and shared identity.

Religious Significance of Language

Language also plays an important role in Amish religious life. Many hymns and
prayers are traditionally sung or spoken in Pennsylvania German, connecting
worshippers to their spiritual heritage. The Amish view their language as
part of their commitment to simplicity and separation from the world, which
are core tenets of their faith.

Differences Among Amish Communities

It’s important to note that not all Amish groups speak the exact same
dialect, and language use can vary based on region, church district, and
level of conservatism.

Old Order Amish vs. Newer Groups

The Old Order Amish, the most traditional group, are the strongest proponents
of Pennsylvania German. Their communities prioritize preserving the language
as a cultural cornerstone. On the other hand, some newer Amish affiliations
or those who have integrated more with society might use English more
frequently or have a softer Pennsylvania German accent.

Geographic Variations

Depending on where an Amish community is located—whether in Pennsylvania,
Ohio, Indiana, or elsewhere—their dialect of Pennsylvania German may have
slight variations. These differences are similar to regional accents or
dialects in any language and reflect the historical migration and settlement
patterns of Amish groups.



How Does the Amish Language Influence Their
Interaction with the Outside World?

The language barrier created by Pennsylvania German might seem like an
obstacle, but the Amish have developed a balanced approach to dealing with
the outside world. Their bilingualism allows them to function in broader
society without compromising their cultural integrity.

Business and Trade

Many Amish are skilled artisans, farmers, and craftsmen who sell goods to
non-Amish customers. When conducting business, they typically switch to
English to ensure clear communication. However, Pennsylvania German remains
their language of camaraderie and trust within their own communities.

Education and Language Learning

Amish children attend one-room schoolhouses where they learn English, basic
math, and reading alongside cultural teachings. This education system equips
them with the language skills necessary to interact with outsiders and manage
practical affairs, while Pennsylvania German remains the heart language of
family and faith.

Common Misconceptions About Amish Language

When exploring “do Amish speak a different language,” several misconceptions
often arise. Clearing these up helps in appreciating the Amish linguistic
heritage more deeply.

Is Pennsylvania German a Dead Language?

Some people mistakenly believe Pennsylvania German is an endangered or dead
language. In reality, it is still widely spoken within Amish and some
Mennonite communities. It continues to be passed down from generation to
generation, thriving in a living cultural context.

Are Amish People Unable to Speak English?

Another misconception is that Amish are isolated and cannot speak English. On
the contrary, nearly all Amish learn English at school and can communicate
effectively with non-Amish individuals. Their bilingual skills are a
testament to their adaptability and pragmatic approach to life.



Do Amish Speak Only Pennsylvania German?

While Pennsylvania German is central, the Amish also use English and, in some
cases, High German for religious purposes. This multilingualism is part of
what makes their linguistic culture rich and complex.

Language Preservation and the Future of Amish
Speech

With increasing exposure to modern technology and outside influences, one
might wonder whether the Amish language traditions are at risk. Yet, the
Amish community remains deeply committed to preserving their linguistic
heritage.

Community Efforts to Sustain Pennsylvania German

Within Amish families and churches, Pennsylvania German is actively used and
taught. Storytelling, songs, and daily conversations keep the language
vibrant. Unlike many other minority dialects that fade over time, Amish
communities have a strong incentive to maintain their language as part of
their religious and cultural identity.

Impact of Technology and Modernization

Though Amish generally limit their use of modern technology, exposure to
media and interaction with English speakers continue. This creates a natural
tension but also encourages bilingualism rather than language loss.
Pennsylvania German remains the core of Amish identity, even as English
proficiency grows.

Understanding the Amish Language Experience

So, do Amish speak a different language? The answer is both yes and no. They
speak Pennsylvania German—a distinct dialect with deep historical roots—but
also English, adapting as needed. Their unique linguistic practices exemplify
how language can serve as a powerful cultural anchor, preserving tradition
while enabling connection.

For those curious about Amish culture, recognizing the role of language is
key to appreciating their way of life. It’s not just about words; it’s about
identity, faith, and community woven through conversations in a language that
has traveled centuries and continents to find a home in the heart of America.

Frequently Asked Questions



Do Amish people speak a different language?

Yes, many Amish people speak a dialect called Pennsylvania Dutch, which is a
form of German, in addition to English.

What language do Amish children learn first?

Amish children typically learn Pennsylvania Dutch at home first and then
learn English when they start school.

Is Pennsylvania Dutch the same as German?

Pennsylvania Dutch is a dialect derived from German, specifically Palatine
German, but it has evolved separately and includes some English influences.

Do all Amish communities speak the same language?

Most Amish communities speak Pennsylvania Dutch, but some may have variations
or also use other dialects of German.

Why do Amish people speak Pennsylvania Dutch?

They continue to speak Pennsylvania Dutch to preserve their cultural identity
and maintain separation from the outside world.

Do Amish people speak English as well?

Yes, Amish people are typically bilingual, speaking Pennsylvania Dutch at
home and English in public or business settings.

Is Pennsylvania Dutch taught in Amish schools?

Pennsylvania Dutch is primarily spoken at home and in the community, while
Amish schools mostly teach in English.

Can outsiders understand Pennsylvania Dutch?

Most outsiders cannot understand Pennsylvania Dutch without study, as it is a
distinct dialect not widely spoken outside Amish communities.

Has the use of Pennsylvania Dutch declined among the
Amish?

While English use has increased, Pennsylvania Dutch remains widely spoken
among Amish communities and is actively maintained.

Additional Resources
**Do Amish Speak a Different Language? Understanding Amish Linguistic
Practices**

Do Amish speak a different language is a common question that arises when
observing the distinct cultural and social practices of Amish communities.



Known for their traditional lifestyles, plain dress, and limited use of
modern technology, the Amish also maintain unique linguistic habits that set
them apart from mainstream American culture. However, the reality of Amish
language use is more nuanced than simply speaking “a different language.”
This article explores the linguistic practices of the Amish, examining the
languages they use, the reasons behind their bilingualism, and the cultural
significance of their speech.

The Linguistic Landscape of Amish Communities

The Amish primarily speak Pennsylvania German, commonly referred to as
Pennsylvania Dutch, as their everyday language. This dialect is a derivative
of German that evolved among German-speaking immigrants in Pennsylvania
during the 17th and 18th centuries. Despite its name, Pennsylvania Dutch is
not Dutch but rather a form of West Central German. The Amish use this
language in their homes, churches, and community gatherings, preserving a
linguistic tradition that connects them to their European roots.

In addition to Pennsylvania German, the Amish are typically fluent in
English. English serves as the language of interaction with the outside
world, including business, education, and government dealings. This
bilingualism is practical and necessary, as Amish communities are often
geographically intermixed with English-speaking populations.

Why Do Amish Speak Pennsylvania German?

The historical and cultural reasons behind the Amish’s use of Pennsylvania
German are deeply intertwined with their identity and values. The Amish
originated from Anabaptist groups in Europe, particularly from regions in
Switzerland, Germany, and Alsace. When these groups migrated to North
America, they carried their language with them, which gradually morphed into
Pennsylvania German.

The language functions as a marker of community boundaries and helps maintain
social cohesion. Speaking Pennsylvania German reinforces group identity,
separating Amish culture from the broader English-speaking society. It also
serves as a tool for preserving religious teachings, many of which are
conducted in the dialect during church services and community events.

Language Use Across Amish Generations

Language transmission within Amish families is an essential component of
cultural preservation. Children typically grow up speaking Pennsylvania
German at home, learning English primarily through formal schooling or
interaction with non-Amish communities. This natural bilingual environment
helps maintain the dialect while ensuring that Amish individuals can navigate
the wider society effectively.

However, there are variations among Amish communities regarding language use.
Some groups may emphasize Pennsylvania German more heavily, while others
might lean towards English, especially in areas with increased external
contact or modern influences. Despite this, Pennsylvania German remains a
robust and vital language within Amish culture.



Comparisons with Other Anabaptist Languages

The Amish are part of a larger Anabaptist tradition that includes Mennonites
and Hutterites, each with distinctive linguistic characteristics. For
example, many Old Order Mennonites also speak Pennsylvania German, but some
use Plautdietsch, a Low German dialect, especially among Mennonites with
roots in Russia and Mexico. This diversity highlights how language serves not
only as communication but as a repository of cultural heritage.

Unlike the Amish, who generally maintain a strict separation from mainstream
society, some Mennonite groups are more integrated and may use English more
extensively in daily life. Hutterites, another Anabaptist group, speak a
dialect of German called Hutterite German and also use English. These
linguistic differences reflect varying degrees of cultural retention and
adaptation.

The Role of Language in Amish Education

Education within Amish communities typically occurs in one-room schoolhouses
where Pennsylvania German is the primary language of instruction, especially
in the early grades. English is introduced gradually to prepare children for
interactions outside the community. This bilingual education allows the Amish
to maintain their linguistic heritage while equipping younger generations
with the tools necessary for broader communication.

The Amish approach to language in education also reflects their values of
simplicity and community. Schools emphasize practical knowledge and religious
instruction, often delivered in Pennsylvania German. This method supports the
preservation of language while fostering a strong sense of identity.

Language as a Cultural Boundary and Bridge

The use of Pennsylvania German among the Amish functions as both a cultural
boundary and a bridge. It demarcates Amish cultural identity from the
dominant English-speaking society, helping to preserve traditions and
religious practices. At the same time, bilingualism enables Amish individuals
to communicate effectively with non-Amish people, facilitating economic
transactions and social interactions.

This dual function of language underscores the Amish community’s balancing
act between preservation and adaptation. While they resist many aspects of
modernity, their language practices demonstrate a nuanced engagement with the
surrounding world.

Challenges Facing Amish Language Preservation

Despite strong traditions, the Pennsylvania German dialect faces challenges
due to increasing exposure to English through media, education, and economic
necessity. Younger Amish generations encounter more English daily, which can
influence language preferences. Additionally, migration and inter-community
contact introduce linguistic variation, potentially diluting dialect purity.



However, Amish communities actively work to counter these trends by
emphasizing Pennsylvania German use at home and in religious settings. Their
commitment to language preservation is part of a broader effort to maintain
cultural continuity amid changing circumstances.

Do Amish Speak a Different Language? A Linguistic
Summary

To summarize, Amish people do not speak a completely different language in
the sense of being unintelligible to outsiders; rather, they use Pennsylvania
German, a dialect with Germanic roots, as their primary community language.
This dialect differs significantly from standard English but shares many
features with German dialects spoken in Europe. Amish bilingualism involves
fluency in both Pennsylvania German and English, each serving distinct social
functions.

Their linguistic practices represent a complex interplay of tradition,
identity, and practicality. Pennsylvania German is more than a means of
communication—it is a cultural cornerstone that preserves Amish heritage
while accommodating necessary engagement with the broader world.

The question of “do Amish speak a different language” opens a window into
understanding how language can shape and reflect a community’s values,
history, and social structure. For the Amish, language is a living tradition
that continues to evolve while anchoring them firmly to their past.

Do Amish Speak A Different Language

  do amish speak a different language: The Riddle of Amish Culture Donald B. Kraybill,
2001-09-27 Since its publication in 1989, The Riddle of Amish Culture has become recognized as a
classic work on one of America's most distinctive religious communities. But many changes have
occurred within Amish society over the past decade, from westward migrations and a greater
familiarity with technology to the dramatic shift away from farming into small business which is
transforming Amish culture. For this revised edition, Donald B. Kraybill has taken these recent
changes into account, incorporating new demographic research and new interviews he has
conducted among the Amish. In addition, he includes a new chapter describing Amish recreation and
social gatherings, and he applies the concept of social capital to his sensitive and penetrating
interpretation of how the Amish have preserved their social networks and the solidarity of their
community.
  do amish speak a different language: Plain Answers About the Amish Life Mindy Starns
Clark, 2013-09-01 For Amish fiction readers, young and old alike, Plain Answers About the Amish
Life provides a glimpse into an obscure, fascinating world—what the Amish believe and how they
live. An engaging question-and-answer format showcases fun and fresh facts about the people who
abide by this often-misunderstood faith and unique culture. This updated and revised guide by
Mindy Starns Clark (more than 250,000 Amish-themed books sold), covers a wide variety of topics,
such as: beliefs and valuesclothing and transportationcourtship and marriageshunning and
disciplineteens and rumpsringachildren and the elderlyeducation and work Presented in an
easy-to-read style, these Plain answers to questions about the Amish are a great resource for anyone
interested in Amish life. Formerly titled A Pocket Guide to Amish Life

https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-161/do-amish-speak-a-different-language.pdf


  do amish speak a different language: Sociolinguistic and Typological Perspectives on
Language Variation Silvia Ballarè, Guglielmo Inglese, 2023-10-04 Linguistic variation, loosely
defined as the wholesale processes whereby patterns of language structures exhibit divergent
distributions within and across languages, has traditionally been the object of research of at least
two branches of linguistics: variationist sociolinguistics and linguistic typology. In spite of their
similar research agendas, the two approaches have only rarely converged in the description and
interpretation of variation. While a number of studies attempting to address at least aspects of this
relationship have appeared in recent years, a principled discussion on how the two disciplines may
interact has not yet been carried out in a programmatic way. This volume aims to fill this gap and
offers a cross-disciplinary venue for discussing the bridging between sociolinguistic and typological
research from various angles, with the ultimate goal of laying out the methodological and conceptual
foundations of an integrated research agenda for the study of linguistic variation.
  do amish speak a different language: The Verticalization Model of Language Shift
Joshua R. Brown, 2022 This book introduces a new and still emerging theoretical framework for
understanding language shift and uses this approach to explore a range of minority language
communities in the United States. It includes specific case studies of individual communities as well
as commentary chapters that provide a broader perspective.
  do amish speak a different language: Pennsylvainia Songs and Legends George Korson,
2016-11-11 This book is a volume in the Penn Press Anniversary Collection. To mark its 125th
anniversary in 2015, the University of Pennsylvania Press rereleased more than 1,100 titles from
Penn Press's distinguished backlist from 1899-1999 that had fallen out of print. Spanning an entire
century, the Anniversary Collection offers peer-reviewed scholarship in a wide range of subject
areas.
  do amish speak a different language: My Amish Boyfriend Melody Carlson, 2014-02-04
Sixteen-year-old Shannon McNamara has exciting plans for the summer, and she can't wait to get to
them. Unbeknownst to her, however, her widowed and ailing mother has plans of her own--to
relocate them both to the heart of Amish country in Ohio where she has relatives who can look after
her. Shannon quickly learns that living a simple life is actually a lot of hard work. But when a hot
young Amish guy named Ezra enters the picture, she's ready to get an Amish makeover and even
consider making it a permanent change. But does Ezra share her attraction? Will Shannon really
make the jump into this new way of life? And will it be for the right reasons? Teen favorite Melody
Carlson brings fans another sweet story of worlds--and families--colliding, exploring themes
important to teen girls through an engaging tale.
  do amish speak a different language: The Position of the German Language in the World
Ulrich Ammon, 2019-08-08 The Position of the German Language in the World focuses on the global
position of German and the factors which work towards sustaining its use and utility for
international communication. From the perspective of the global language constellation, the detailed
data analysis of this substantial research project depicts German as an example of a second-rank
language. The book also provides a model for analysis and description of international languages
other than English. It offers a framework for strengthening the position of languages such as Arabic,
Chinese, French, Portuguese, Spanish and others and for countering exaggerated claims about the
global monopoly position of English. This comprehensive handbook of the state of the German
language in the world was originally published in 2015 by Walter de Gruyter in German and has
been critically acclaimed. Suitable for scholars and researchers of the German language, the
handbook shows in detail how intricately and thoroughly German and other second-rank languages
are tied up with a great number of societies and how these statistics support or weaken the
languages’ functions and maintenance.
  do amish speak a different language: The Phonology of Pennsylvania German English as
Evidence of Language Maintenance and Shift Achim Kopp, 1999 The phonological differences
found in the informants' varieties of English are reflected in the differences in the areas of language
use and language attitude. In the final chapter, findings gained from the study of the latter two areas



are used to suggest an explanation of the Pennsylvania German paradox. An attempt is made to
integrate the phonological findings into a larger theory of language change and to make predictions
about future linguistic developments.--BOOK JACKET.
  do amish speak a different language: Second Language Learning and Language Teaching
Vivian Cook, 2013-11-26 The fourth edition of this classic textbook has been revised to reflect recent
developments in language teaching and learning yet retains the basic structure and approach so
popular with its readers. Teaching and learning content has been updated, particularly taking into
account the rise of task-based learning, Conversational Analysis and social models of second
language acquisition, changes in national syllabuses and examinations and the increasing
controversy over the role of the native speaker target. Each chapter has been revised to stand alone,
enabling the text to be taught and studied out of sequence if preferred. A set of focussing questions
has also been added to each and further reading sections have been updated. In addition, icons
appear throughout the text signalling where extra information - summaries, data, lecture notes, test
batteries and more - can be found on the author's accompanying website,
www.routledge.com/cw/cook. Second Language Learning and Language Teaching remains the
essential textbook for all student teachers of modern languages and TESOL as well as applied
linguistics.
  do amish speak a different language: Danger on the Train Donna L. Walter, 2013-03-14
This is a true story of two siblings, Sophie and David, who are separated by the Bolshevik Revolution
and World War I. Sophie and her family immigrated to America in 1913, but David stayed in Russia,
and was drafted into the tsars army. Their families stayed in touch until the mid 30s, when one could
be arrested for receiving mail or packages from America or Germany. Then silence. For a long time,
the relatives in America thought their cousins were dead. The silence was broken sixty years later,
when Donna and Lilli, granddaughters of Sophie and David, providentially met in Germany. Born
only one day apart, the two cousins have each exchanged information about what happened during
those years of separation and silence. They write, visit back and forth, and even took a frightening
trip to Russia, where Donna began to understand what the family had to endure under Communism.
In these pages, you will meet Russian rulers from Catherine the Great to Mikhail Gorbachev, and see
how their decisions impacted our cousins who still lived in Russia. The Iron Curtain lifts for us to get
a glimpse of what life was like in Russia after Sophie immigrated before WWI and the Berlin Wall
came down in 1989. Donna and Lilli have joined together to tell the many dramatic stories in the
familys fight for survival.
  do amish speak a different language: German Diasporic Experiences Mathias Schulze,
2008-10-02 Co-published with the Waterloo Centre for German Studies For centuries, large numbers
of German-speaking people have emigrated from settlements in Europe to other countries and
continents. In German Diasporic Experiences: Identity, Migration, and Loss, more than forty
international contributors describe and discuss aspects of the history, language, and culture of these
migrant groups, individuals, and their descendants. Part I focuses on identity, with essays exploring
the connections among language, politics, and the construction of histories—national, familial, and
personal—in German-speaking diasporic communities around the world. Part II deals with migration,
examining such issues as German migrants in postwar Britain, German refugees and forced
migration, and the immigrant as a fictional character, among others. Part III examines the idea of
loss in diasporic experience with essays on nationalization, language change or loss, and the
reshaping of cultural identity. Essays are revised versions of papers presented at an international
conference held at the University of Waterloo in August 2006, organized by the Waterloo Centre for
German Studies, and reflect the multidisciplinarity and the global perspective of this field of study.
  do amish speak a different language: Decolonizing EFL Writing Education Shizhou Yang,
2025-01-15 Arguably the first book-length exploration of decolonizing English as a Foreign
Language (EFL) writing education, this novel volume uses poetic autoethnography to provide a
situated, dynamic, and complex view of multilingual writers through their second language (L2)
academic writing and creative writing. Responding to contemporary calls to decolonize L2 writing as



a field and diversify academic writing for multilingual students, this book is the first of its kind to
explore the decolonization of EFL writing education from a Global Southern context. Chapters
critically and creatively consider issues of educational technologies, translanguaging, academic
writing, epistemology, and pedagogy from two writing courses from a Global South and classroom
writing ecology perspective. Using poetic autoethnography alongside data from authentic writing
classrooms in Thailand, the book posits that emergent translanguaging literature can be cultivated
for decolonization purposes, critiquing and providing decolonial options in such areas as
monolingual ideology, freewriting, student identity, and mind. Empowering EFL writing teachers to
raise students’ critical awareness of issues such as writing, culture, and coloniality, this book will be
of key interest to researchers, scholars, and postgraduate students in the fields of applied
linguistics, Teaching English to Speakers of Other Languages (TESOL), L2 writing, multilingual
education, and language policy and planning.
  do amish speak a different language: Understanding Contemporary Society Gary
Browning, Gary K. Browning, Abigail Halcli, Frank Webster, 2000-02-11 This is a practical guide to
the application of social theory in understanding the complex modern world. A global perspective of
the issues is provided by the contributors who cut through the confusion and upheavals in current
thought and practice.
  do amish speak a different language: Pennsylvania Dutch Mark L. Louden, 2016-02-15 Cover
-- Contents -- Preface -- Acknowledgments -- CHAPTER 1. What Is Pennsylvania Dutch? -- CHAPTER
2. Early History of Pennsylvania Dutch -- CHAPTER 3. Pennsylvania Dutch, 1800-1860 -- CHAPTER
4. Profiles in Pennsylvania Dutch Literature -- CHAPTER 5. Pennsylvania Dutch in the Public Eye --
CHAPTER 6. Pennsylvania Dutch and the Amish and Mennonites -- CHAPTER 7. An American Story
-- Notes -- Bibliography -- Index -- A -- B -- C -- D -- E -- F -- G -- H -- I -- J -- K -- L -- M -- N -- O -- P -- Q
-- R -- S -- T -- U -- V -- W -- Y -- Z
  do amish speak a different language: American Immigration Roger Daniels, 2001 Once I
thought to write a history of the immigrants in America. Then I discovered that the immigrants were
American history, wrote historian Oscar Handlin. Immigrants and generations of their descendants
have defined the American nation from its beginning and continue to provide America's
characteristic diversity, representing practically every race, nationality, religion, and ethnic group
around the world. Some immigrants came to the New World in search of economic gain. Others were
brought in chains. Still others found refuge in America from religious or ethnic persecution. This
single-volume encyclopedia includes more than 300 entries, covering multiple aspects of
immigration history and policy: * ethnic groups, including census and immigration statistics, major
periods of immigration and areas of settlement, predominant religion, and historical background *
key immigration legislation, such as the Chinese Exclusion Act, Immigration Act of 1990, and
Refugee Act of 1980 * terms and concepts, including green card, quota system, citizen,
naturalization, picture brides, and nativism * categories of immigrants, including refugees,
indentured servants, children, and exiles * immigration stations: Angel Island, Castle Garden, and
Ellis Island * religious groups and churches, such as Amish, Huguenots, Muslims, and Eastern Rite
churches * further reading lists and cross-references follow each entry An introductory essay
provides a cogent overview of the entire scope of the book. More than 150 photographs and
illustrations complement the entries. Statistical boxes supplement the articles with key information.
A list of immigration, ethnic, and refugee organizations; a guide to further research that includes
books, museums, and websites; and a detailed chronology conclude this useful resource for research
in American history, ethnic and multicultural studies, and genealogy.
  do amish speak a different language: "Pennsylvania Dutch," and other essays Phebe Earle
Gibbons, 2022-01-17 In Pennsylvania Dutch and Other Essays, Phebe Earle Gibbons offers a
compelling exploration of the cultural tapestry and linguistic subtleties of the Pennsylvania German
community. Through a series of insightful essays, Gibbons employs a vivid narrative style that
intertwines personal anecdotes with historical context, effectively illuminating the complexities of
this unique group in American society. As she examines themes of identity, language preservation,



and cultural intermingling, Gibbons elucidates the broader implications of these dynamics within the
framework of American multiculturalism, making her work both a personal journey and an academic
inquiry. Phebe Earle Gibbons, an eminent folklorist and cultural critic, spent much of her life
immersed in the traditions and customs of the Pennsylvania Dutch. Her upbringing in a region
steeped in their practices, coupled with her scholarly pursuits, enabled her to approach the subject
with both passion and rigor. Gibbons'Äôs prior works, informed by her deep understanding of
folklore and community identity, have positioned her as a key figure in the study of Pennsylvania
Dutch culture. This collection is highly recommended for readers interested in cultural studies,
American folklore, and the intersections of language and identity. Gibbons's eloquent prose and
thoughtful analysis invite a deeper appreciation of the Pennsylvania Dutch experience, making it a
valuable addition to both academic libraries and personal collections.
  do amish speak a different language: The Historic Church Archpriest John W. Morris,
2011-07-19 The Historic Church is a survey of Christian history written for Orthodox Christians by
an Eastern Orthodox scholar. Although one can find many excellent studies of Christian history in
the United States, none of them considers the development of Christianity from an Eastern Orthodox
point of view. The work begins by laying a foundation for the study of Christian history by discussing
the beliefs and practices of the ancient Church, during the age of the Fathers and the Seven
Ecumenical Councils. The author then discusses the development of Roman Catholicism and the
theological and cultural reasons for the split between Rome and Orthodoxy, and relations between
East and West following the schism. He concludes his work with a discussion the origins and
historical development of every major Protestant group and tells how they differ from Orthodoxy.
  do amish speak a different language: Who Speaks for the Child? Norman E. Silberberg,
Margaret C. Silberberg, 1974
  do amish speak a different language: Pennsylvania Germans Simon J. Bronner, Joshua R.
Brown, 2017-02-15 This comprehensive encyclopedia—the first of its kind—maps out three hundred
years of German history and culture in Pennsylvania and beyond. Winner of the CHOICE
Outstanding Academic Title of the Choice ACRL Destined to become the standard reference on
Pennsylvania Germans (also known as the “Pennsylvania Dutch”), this book is the first survey of this
extensive American group in nearly seventy-five years. Nineteen broad interpretive essays written
by a distinguished group of historians, anthropologists, sociologists, linguists, and folklorists tell the
rich and nuanced story of Pennsylvania German history and culture. United by a distinct (and
distinctly American) language, the Pennsylvania Germans have been slower to assimilate than other
ethnic groups. This sweeping volume reveals, though, that the group is much less homogenous and
isolated than was previously thought. From architecture, media, and farming techniques to food,
folklore, and medicine, the Pennsylvania Germans and their descendants display a wide range of
cultural variation. In Pennsylvania Germans, editors Simon J. Bronner and Joshua R. Brown broaden
the geographical and social coverage of the group, touching both on Pennsylvanian communities and
the Pennsylvania German diaspora, including settlements in Canada and Mexico. They also expand
historical coverage of the Pennsylvania Germans to the twentieth and twenty-first centuries.
Beautifully illustrated, this volume—while paying tribute to the historical and cultural legacy of the
Pennsylvania Germans—is the most comprehensive book on the subject to date. Contributors: R.
Troy Boyer, Simon J. Bronner, Joshua R. Brown, Edsel Burdge Jr., William W. Donner, John B. Frantz,
Mark Häberlein, Karen M. Johnson-Weiner, Donald B. Kraybill, David W. Kriebel, Gabrielle Lanier,
Mark L. Louden, Yvonne J. Milspaw, Lisa Minardi, Steven M. Nolt, Candace Perry, Sheila Rohrer,
and Diane Wenger
  do amish speak a different language: Pennsylvania Dutch & Other Essays Phebe Earle
Gibbons, 2001 Between 1869 and 1882, Phebe Earle Gibbons, a Pennsylvania Quaker, wrote down
her first-hand observations of the lifestyles and customs of the Pennsylvania Dutch groups that
surrounded her -- the Amish, Mennonites, Moravians, Schwenkfelders -- as well as English Quakers
and Welsh and Irish miners of Scranton. She described their weddings, funerals, religious practices,
social gatherings, family life, folk beliefs, and holidays. This new edition of Gibbons's classic work



includes a new introduction by Don Yoder which discusses the significance of the book and the life of
its author.
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