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Community College Placement Test Math: What You Need to Know to Succeed

community college placement test math can feel like a daunting hurdle for many students preparing to enroll in
a community college. After all, your performance on this test often determines the math courses you’ll start
with, which can impact your academic progression and confidence. Understanding what this test entails and
how to prepare effectively can set you up for success and smooth your transition into college-level
coursework.

What Is the Community College Placement Test Math?

The community college placement test math is designed to assess your current math skills and knowledge to
place you in the appropriate math class. These tests are not meant to be pass or fail but rather to guide
advisors in recommending the best starting point for your math studies. The goal is to ensure you’re neither
overwhelmed by material that’s too advanced nor bored by content you’ve already mastered.

Typically, the test covers a range of topics, including basic arithmetic, fractions, decimals, percentages,
algebraic expressions, and sometimes introductory geometry. The exact content can vary depending on the
institution and the specific placement test used.

Common Placement Tests and Their Math Sections

Several standardized placement tests are commonly used in community colleges across the United States:

ACCUPLACER: This is one of the most widely used tests. Its math section includes arithmetic,
quantitative reasoning, algebra, and statistics.

COMPASS: Although less common now, some colleges still use this test to assess algebra, geometry,
and basic math skills.

ALEKS: This adaptive test adjusts to your skill level and provides a detailed profile of your math
readiness.

Knowing which test your college uses can help you focus your preparation on the right topics.

Why Is the Math Placement Test Important?

The results from the community college placement test math significantly influence your academic path. They
help advisors place you in courses where you have the best chance of success. Being placed in the correct level:

Prevents unnecessary repetition of concepts you already know

Avoids enrolling in classes too advanced to handle comfortably

Helps you progress toward your degree without unnecessary delays



Additionally, some colleges require placement tests before enrolling in certain programs or courses, making
your math score crucial.

Impact on Course Scheduling and Graduation Timeline

If your math placement test indicates you need remedial or developmental math courses, it might add extra
semesters before you can take college-level math classes. While this can be frustrating, it’s important to view
it as preparation that builds a solid foundation for future success. On the other hand, scoring well can
allow you to jump directly into credit-bearing courses, accelerating your path to graduation.

How to Prepare for the Community College Placement Test Math

Preparation is key to feeling confident and performing well on your placement test. Here are some effective
strategies:

Review Basic Math Concepts

Start by brushing up on fundamental topics such as:

Operations with whole numbers, fractions, decimals, and percentages

Basic algebraic expressions and solving simple equations

Ratios, proportions, and basic geometry concepts

Many placement tests focus heavily on these areas, so a strong grasp here can make a big difference.

Use Online Practice Tests and Resources

There are many free resources available online tailored to community college placement test math preparation.
Websites often offer practice questions, sample tests, and tutorials on key topics. Taking practice exams can
help you get familiar with the test format and time constraints, reducing anxiety on test day.

Create a Study Schedule

Consistency beats cramming. Setting aside dedicated time each day or week to study math concepts can improve
retention. Even short, focused sessions can be more effective than last-minute intensive study.

Seek Help When Needed

If you find certain topics challenging, don’t hesitate to seek help. Many community colleges offer tutoring
services, study groups, or workshops specifically designed to prepare students for placement tests. You can
also consider online forums or hire a tutor if you want personalized guidance.



Test Day Tips for Community College Placement Test Math

Arriving prepared mentally and physically can help you perform your best on test day:

Sleep Well: A rested brain functions better for problem-solving and critical thinking.

Eat a Balanced Meal: Sustained energy helps maintain focus during the test.

Bring Necessary Materials: Some tests require calculators, pencils, or ID – check requirements ahead of
time.

Manage Your Time: Pace yourself, and don’t spend too long on any single question.

Read Questions Carefully: Sometimes the wording can be tricky, so take your time ensuring you
understand each problem.

Understanding Your Results and Next Steps

After completing the community college placement test math, you’ll receive a score or level placement.
Colleges typically provide guidance based on your results:

Remedial or Developmental Math: If your score suggests you need foundational skill-building, you may be
placed in non-credit courses to prepare for college-level math.

Credit-Bearing Courses: A higher score usually means you’re ready to enroll in standard college math
classes such as College Algebra, Statistics, or Pre-Calculus.

It’s important to consult with an academic advisor to understand what your score means and plan your
course schedule accordingly. If you feel your score doesn’t reflect your abilities, some colleges allow
retesting after a waiting period.

Options for Improving Your Placement

If you’re not satisfied with your initial placement, consider these options:

Retake the Test: Many colleges allow students to retake the placement test, often after some1.
additional study or tutoring.

Take a Review or Preparation Course: Some schools offer short refresher courses to help students2.
improve their math skills before retesting.

Use Online Learning Platforms: Interactive lessons and practice can boost your understanding and3.
confidence.

Remember, the goal is to ensure you’re set up for success, not to discourage you.



The Role of Technology in Math Placement Testing

Many community colleges have embraced technology to streamline the placement process. Computer-adaptive
tests like ALEKS adjust question difficulty based on your responses, providing a personalized assessment. This
approach can more accurately pinpoint your strengths and weaknesses, leading to better course placement.

Additionally, online study tools, video tutorials, and apps can enhance your preparation by allowing you to
practice anytime, anywhere. Taking advantage of these resources can make studying more engaging and effective.

---

Community college placement test math serves as an important stepping stone in your college journey. By
understanding what the test covers, why it matters, and how to prepare, you can approach it with confidence
rather than anxiety. With thoughtful preparation, access to resources, and a clear plan, you can navigate
the placement process smoothly and start your academic path on the right foot.

Frequently Asked Questions

What topics are covered in a community college placement test for math?

Community college placement tests for math typically cover arithmetic, basic algebra, geometry, and
sometimes elementary statistics or data interpretation.

How can I prepare for a community college math placement test?

To prepare, review fundamental math concepts such as fractions, decimals, percentages, basic algebraic
equations, and practice sample placement test questions available online.

Are calculators allowed on community college math placement tests?

Policies vary by institution, but many community colleges do not allow calculators during the placement
test to assess basic math skills without aids.

What is the purpose of a math placement test at community college?

The math placement test helps determine the appropriate math course level for students, ensuring they enroll in
classes that match their current skill set.

Can I retake the community college math placement test if I don't do well?

Most community colleges allow students to retake the placement test after a waiting period or after
completing certain preparatory courses.

How long does a community college math placement test usually take?

The math placement test typically takes between 30 to 60 minutes, depending on the college and the format of
the test.

Are community college math placement tests adaptive?

Some community colleges use adaptive placement tests that adjust the difficulty of questions based on your
responses, while others use fixed-format tests.



Is it possible to skip the math placement test at community college?

Some colleges allow students to skip the placement test by submitting standardized test scores (like SAT or
ACT) or previous college transcripts showing completed math courses.

What happens if I score very low on the community college math placement
test?

If you score low, you may be placed in developmental or remedial math courses designed to build foundational
skills before moving on to college-level math.

Do community college math placement tests include word problems?

Yes, many placement tests include word problems to assess your ability to apply math concepts in real-world
scenarios.

Additional Resources
Community College Placement Test Math: An In-Depth Review and Analysis

community college placement test math is a critical gatekeeper for many students entering higher education. It
serves as an initial assessment tool to determine a student’s readiness for college-level math courses, enabling
institutions to place learners in appropriate classes. Understanding the nuances of these tests, their formats,
scoring systems, and implications is essential for both students and educators alike. As community colleges
strive to balance accessibility with academic rigor, the role of math placement exams becomes increasingly
complex and significant.

Understanding Community College Placement Test Math

Community college placement test math typically evaluates fundamental mathematical skills, ranging from
basic arithmetic to introductory algebra and geometry. The primary goal is to assess whether a student can
handle college-level coursework or if remedial education is necessary. Unlike standardized tests such as the
SAT or ACT, placement exams are institution-specific, designed to align with the curriculum and academic
standards of each college.

Most community colleges use widely recognized testing platforms, such as Accuplacer or the ALEKS
Placement, Preparation, and Learning (ALEKS PPL) system. These tests adapt to the student's skill level,
offering a personalized assessment experience. The adaptive nature helps pinpoint exact competencies and
deficiencies, making placement more accurate and tailored.

Key Components of Placement Test Math

Placement test math sections often cover:

Arithmetic: Operations with whole numbers, fractions, decimals, and percentages.

Pre-Algebra: Basic concepts including ratios, proportions, and simple equations.

Algebra: Solving linear equations, inequalities, functions, and graphing.



Geometry: Understanding shapes, areas, volumes, and theorems (less common in some tests).

The depth and breadth depend on the institution’s placement strategy. Some colleges emphasize algebraic
thinking, reflecting its importance in STEM fields, while others allow more flexibility.

The Role and Impact of Placement Test Math

Community college placement test math influences a student’s academic trajectory significantly. A high
placement score can allow a student to bypass remedial courses, saving time and financial resources.
Conversely, low scores often lead to developmental classes, which, while beneficial for building foundational
skills, can delay progress toward degree completion.

Several studies have highlighted the impact of placement tests on student outcomes. For example, the
Community College Research Center reports that many students assigned to remedial math courses do not
complete their programs, leading to higher dropout rates. This has sparked debates about the fairness and
effectiveness of traditional placement exams.

Challenges and Criticisms

The community college placement test math system faces criticism on multiple fronts:

Accuracy: Single-exam formats may not fully capture a student's capabilities or potential.1.

Stress and Anxiety: High-stakes testing environments can affect performance negatively.2.

Equity Concerns: Placement tests sometimes disproportionately impact underrepresented and non-3.
traditional students.

Remedial Course Burden: Lengthy developmental sequences can delay degree attainment and increase4.
costs.

In response, some colleges have adopted multiple measures—including high school GPA, prior coursework, and
holistic assessments—to complement or replace traditional placement exams.

Comparing Popular Community College Placement Tests

While Accuplacer and ALEKS dominate the market, other tests like the Compass and institutional-specific
exams exist. Here's a brief comparison:

Accuplacer: Non-adaptive with multiple-choice questions; focuses on straightforward skill assessment.

ALEKS PPL: Adaptive and diagnostic; identifies specific knowledge gaps and offers remedial modules.

Compass (phased out in many colleges): Used to be popular but replaced due to outdated content and
format.



Each test’s design affects student experience and placement accuracy. For instance, ALEKS’s adaptive model
may reduce test anxiety by focusing on mastery rather than speed.

Preparation and Best Practices

Given the high stakes of community college placement test math, preparation is essential. Students are
encouraged to:

Review fundamental math concepts relevant to the test.

Utilize practice tests and online resources provided by colleges or third-party platforms.

Attend preparatory workshops or tutoring sessions if available.

Understand test formats and time limits to manage pacing effectively.

Educators emphasize that practice not only improves scores but also builds confidence, which can translate
into better academic performance overall.

Innovations and Future Directions

The evolving landscape of community college placement test math reflects broader changes in education.
Increasingly, colleges are integrating technology-enhanced assessments, combining placement with learning
modules, and adopting multiple measures to assess readiness.

For example, co-requisite models allow students to enroll directly in college-level courses while receiving
targeted support, reducing the time spent in remediation. Additionally, data analytics from placement tests
inform curriculum adjustments, ensuring alignment with students’ actual needs.

Artificial intelligence and adaptive learning platforms are also influencing test design, promising more
personalized and equitable assessments in the near future.

Community college placement test math remains a vital, yet evolving, tool. As institutions balance rigor with
accessibility, ongoing research and innovation will shape how math readiness is assessed and addressed,
impacting countless students on their educational journeys.

Community College Placement Test Math

  community college placement test math: Virginia Math Placement Test Practice
Answers Explained Jill Hacker, 2012-05-30 If you're a student entering community college in
Virginia you may be required to take a math placement test. The results of this test will determine
whether you need to take remedial math before you can take the courses in your program. Remedial
math could set you back a semester or a year in your program. This book is designed to help you
prepare for the placement test so you can score well and move quickly toward your goal. It contains
solutions--answer explanations--for Northern Virginia Community College's practice questions for
the test. Note: Only solutions, not questions, are included in this book. The questions are found
online; a link to them can be found in the book's introduction.

https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-161/community-college-placement-test-math.pdf


  community college placement test math: Virginia Math Placement Test Practice Answers
Explained Jill Hacker, 2017-05-22 Community Colleges in Virginia require new students to take a
test for math placement. Often students do poorly on this test just because they are not prepared --
and then they may get set back a semester or even a year taking developmental math. This book
explains the answers to the practice questions for the Virginia Community College System's math
placement test (for the developmental math section only). Use it to prepare for the test so you can
get the score you need to start college taking the math you want. Note: The questions whose
answers are explained in this book are not included. To use the book you will need to use the
Internet to see the questions. (Or email the author, who will send the questions to you.)
  community college placement test math: The Community College Student Jennifer
Dudley, 2010
  community college placement test math: The Impact of Math Placement Guidelines on
Community College Student Outcomes Karen A. Pepe, 2021 For most students entering a community
college, placement tests have become a high-stakes venture as it is often a placement test score
alone that determines whether a student is considered college-ready (Scott-Clayton, 2012). The
purpose of this study was to assess the math placement, persistence, and retention of first-time
community college students from fall 2016 through fall 2019 at one community college located in the
Northeast. Students in these cohorts were assigned to introductory math courses based on two
different sets of placement guidelines. The first set of guidelines relied more heavily on a single test
score, while newly developed guidelines incorporated high school achievement markers, such as
performance in HS math courses, often instead of placement testing, for a more holistic evaluation.
The new guideline criteria resulted in more students placed into college-level math with a
statistically significant increase in the number of college-level credits students enrolled in their first
semester (M = 11.107, SD = 4.572); t(8921) = –10.305, p = 0.00. Placement into college-level math
improved across all ethnic student groups. The independent variables of age, gender, ethnicity,
financial aid/SES, enrollment status and high school GPA, were included in the logistic regression
analyses to evaluate dichotomous outcomes on persistence and retention. The study relied on
archived data collected by the study institution, including high school transcript data and math
course placements. The results were mixed and the effect sizes were small with a high power. The
regression models predicted statistically significant effects on student persistence and retention
between students evaluated under the two different placement criteria. Enrollment status, HSGPA,
age, ethnicity and financial aid were found to have significant effects on predicting student
outcomes. The new math placement guideline criteria showed promising results regarding improved
access to gateway math courses and opportunities for improved student outcomes. This study
supports the literature on holistic measures for assessment and placement, and recognizes
placement policies as a mechanism for validating student outcomes.
  community college placement test math: Community College Mathematics Brian Cafarella,
2022-06-29 This book explores the rich history of community college math with a specific focus on
gatekeeper math classes. Gatekeeper math classes include courses such as college algebra,
introduction to statistics, and all developmental math classes. For community colleges, successful
completion of these classes is imperative for student retention. This book presents a
decade-by-decade analysis of the history of community college mathematics. The author employs a
mix of conceptual, empirical, and quantitative research. The empirical research stems from
interviews with 30 community college faculty members from seven community colleges. From the
1970s to the pandemic in the early 2020s, the book explores math curricula as well as trends,
initiatives, teaching practices, and mandates that have impacted community college math. The
positives and negatives of such trends, initiatives, and mandates are presented along with
suggestions on how to apply such knowledge going forward. The author addresses the key
questions: How can we build a future model for community college gatekeeper math classes that is
both successful and sustainable? Additionally, how can we learn from the past and the present to
build such a model? This book will be ideal for students in graduate programs focusing on



community college leadership or developmental education leadership as well as all those hoping to
improve success rates in community college mathematics programs.
  community college placement test math: The Community College Career Track Thomas
Snyder, 2012-09-25 Get a good education without massive debt, and enter a field that's actually
hiring In coming years, millions of great jobs will be opening up in growth areas like advanced
manufacturing, biotechnology, health care, information technology, and sustainable energy. These
jobs can pay as well as, or much better than, the average income for four-year college graduates.
They generally offer high levels of day-to-day satisfaction. And the path to all of them begins in the
community colleges. In The Community College Career Track, Tom Snyder gives young people and
their parents, as well as mid-life career changers, a practical, inspiring guide to taking that path and
completing it successfully. The old model of a bachelor's degree leading to a good job and career has
broken down for large numbers of young people, many of whom graduate college only to work in a
career that doesn't require a degree. Meanwhile, millions of productive American white collar and
blue-collar workers have been laid off and need retraining for second careers. This book helps you
find a new way forward. Offers insights on how to save money over a lifetime through an affordable
college education that provides high-paying jobs Author Tom Snyder is the president of Ivy Tech
Community College, Indiana's statewide community college system and the largest singly accredited
community college system in the country Author Tom Snyder has confronted the education-jobs
mismatch from both sides, first as a highly successful business executive and now as an
award-winning educator. Follow his efficient, affordable, and rewarding path to a great career and a
satisfying life.
  community college placement test math: Bridging the Gaps James E. Rosenbaum, Caitlin
E. Ahearn, Janet E. Rosenbaum, Janet Rosenbaum, 2017-09-02 College-for-all has become the new
American dream. Most high school students today express a desire to attend college, and 90% of
on-time high school graduates enroll in higher education in the eight years following high school.
Yet, degree completion rates remain low for non-traditional students—students who are older,
low-income, or have poor academic achievement—even at community colleges that endeavor to
serve them. What can colleges do to reduce dropouts? In Bridging the Gaps, education scholars
James Rosenbaum, Caitlin Ahearn, and Janet Rosenbaum argue that when institutions focus only on
bachelor’s degrees and traditional college procedures, they ignore other pathways to educational
and career success. Using multiple longitudinal studies, the authors evaluate the shortcomings and
successes of community colleges and investigate how these institutions can promote alternatives to
BAs and traditional college procedures to increase graduation rates and improve job payoffs. The
authors find that sub-baccalaureate credentials—associate degrees and college certificates—can
improve employment outcomes. Young adults who complete these credentials have higher
employment rates, earnings, autonomy, career opportunities, and job satisfaction than those who
enroll but do not complete credentials. Sub-BA credentials can be completed at community college
in less time than bachelor’s degrees, making them an affordable option for many low-income
students. Bridging the Gaps shows that when community colleges overemphasize bachelor’s
degrees, they tend to funnel resources into remedial programs, and try to get low-performing
students on track for a BA. Yet, remedial programs have inconsistent success rates and can create
unrealistic expectations, leading struggling students to drop out before completing any degree. The
authors show that colleges can devise procedures that reduce remedial placements and help
students discover unseen abilities, attain valued credentials, get good jobs, and progress on degree
ladders to higher credentials. To turn college-for-all into a reality, community college students must
be aware of their multiple credential and career options. Bridging the Gaps shows how colleges can
create new pathways for non-traditional students to achieve success in their schooling and careers.
  community college placement test math: Preparing Students for College and Careers Katie
Larsen McClarty, Krista D. Mattern, Matthew N. Gaertner, 2017-08-22 Preparing Students for
College and Careers addresses measurement and research issues related to college and career
readiness. Educational reform efforts across the United States have increasingly taken aim at



measuring and improving postsecondary readiness. These initiatives include developing new content
standards, redesigning assessments and performance levels, legislating new developmental
education policy for colleges and universities, and highlighting gaps between graduates’ skills and
employers’ needs. In this comprehensive book, scholarship from leading experts on each of these
topics is collected for assessment professionals and for education researchers interested in this new
area of focus. Cross-disciplinary chapters cover the current state of research, best practices, leading
interventions, and a variety of measurement concepts, including construct definitions, assessments,
performance levels, score interpretations, and test uses. The Open Access version of this book,
available at http://www.taylorfrancis.com, has been made available under a Creative Commons
Attribution-Non Commercial-No Derivatives 4.0 license.
  community college placement test math: Redesigning America’s Community Colleges
Thomas R. Bailey, Shanna Smith Jaggars, Davis Jenkins, 2015-04-09 In the United States, 1,200
community colleges enroll over ten million students each year—nearly half of the nation’s
undergraduates. Yet fewer than 40 percent of entrants complete an undergraduate degree within six
years. This fact has put pressure on community colleges to improve academic outcomes for their
students. Redesigning America’s Community Colleges is a concise, evidence-based guide for
educational leaders whose institutions typically receive short shrift in academic and policy
discussions. It makes a compelling case that two-year colleges can substantially increase their rates
of student success, if they are willing to rethink the ways in which they organize programs of study,
support services, and instruction. Community colleges were originally designed to expand college
enrollments at low cost, not to maximize completion of high-quality programs of study. The result
was a cafeteria-style model in which students pick courses from a bewildering array of choices, with
little guidance. The authors urge administrators and faculty to reject this traditional model in favor
of “guided pathways”—clearer, more educationally coherent programs of study that simplify
students’ choices without limiting their options and that enable them to complete credentials and
advance to further education and the labor market more quickly and at less cost. Distilling a wealth
of data amassed from the Community College Research Center (Teachers College, Columbia
University), Redesigning America’s Community Colleges offers a fundamental redesign of the way
two-year colleges operate, stressing the integration of services and instruction into more clearly
structured programs of study that support every student’s goals.
  community college placement test math: Resources in Education , 2001-10
  community college placement test math: Community College Review , 1987
  community college placement test math: The American Community College Carrie B. Kisker,
Arthur M. Cohen, Florence B. Brawer, 2023-08-23 A comprehensive analysis of community colleges
in the United States—updated with the latest research The revised seventh edition of The American
Community College is an essential resource for practitioners and graduate students in the field of
higher education. This book has been providing up-to-date information and statistics about
community colleges for four decades and is a trusted and revered reference. Covering community
college students, faculty, curriculum, assessment, finance, governance, and more, this book provide
a thorough understanding of the role community colleges play in the American educational system.
For educators, policymakers, and philanthropists alike, community colleges are important as the
nexus of national efforts to prepare a highly skilled workforce and as the lynchpin of the K-20
education pipeline. This book delivers the facts and context readers need to make informed
decisions in the community college space. Written by leading researchers in the field, The American
Community College has been thoroughly revised with a greater focus on equity. Further, this edition
includes access to online supplemental materials, including end-of-chapter guiding questions and a
guide for transitioning from the 6th to the 7th edition. Additional updates include coverage of
collaborations with community, economic, and workforce development organizations; a greater focus
on entrepreneurship and innovation; recent efforts to improve student persistence and attainment
through guided pathways and equity-minded student supports; and the growing emphasis on
preparing a skilled workforce via noncredit training, credit for prior learning, micro-credentials, and



community college baccalaureate programs. Readers of The American Community College will:
Benefit from a comprehensive analysis of the most recent findings and up-to-date information on the
American community college. Find completely revised and updated information about recent
changes in the community college landscape Obtain current information on student access and
outcomes, instruction, student services, and curricular functions Learn from updated tables and
graphs that reflect the most current data and incorporate new examples of the services that colleges
provide Since it was first published in 1982, The American Community College has become the
primary resource that faculty, administrators, trustees, and researchers look to for information on
these quintessentially American institutions.
  community college placement test math: Research in Education , 1974
  community college placement test math: The Important Role of Institutional Data in
the Development of Academic Programming in Higher Education Sydney Freeman, Jr., Crystal
Renée Chambers, Beverly Rae King, 2016-06-17 Institutional data is one of the important aspects
that informs the development and sustainability of academic programming within the academy.
Centrality of institutional data is key when making decisions related to a range of academic
programs. This volume addresses with both depth and breadth: various types of academic
programing (i.e. academic degrees, research centers/institutes), diverse institutional types including
community colleges, doctoral/research universities, minority-serving and for-profit institutions, and
concrete examples and steps regarding how to utilize institutional data to improve academic
planning and development. This is the 168th volume of this Jossey-Bass quarterly report series.
Timely and comprehensive, New Directions for Institutional Research provides planners and
administrators in all types of academic institutions with guidelines in such areas as resource
coordination, information analysis, program evaluation, and institutional management.
  community college placement test math: Empirical and Clinical Models for Student
Placement in the Community College Mathematics Curriculum Robert Norman McLeod, 1985 The
problem of this study was to assess the appropriateness of currently used placement tests in
predicting student success in mathematics courses and to identify additional factors which would
lead to appropriate placement of students into community college mathematics courses. Placement
test scores from the American College Testing Program (ACT) and the Scholastic Aptitude Test
(SAT) were correlated with grades in entry-level mathematics courses for 605 first-time college
students who had graduated from high school the previous school year. Successful high-risk
students, identified as those with test scores below the cut-off points, were interviewed in order to
identify factors considered important to their successful completion of college-level math courses.
These and other factors reported in the literature were utilized in a clinical evaluation model which
was reviewed by a panel of experts, composed of community college instructors, counselors,
administrators, and university professors, for content and feasibility. Correlations of test scores and
grades in mathematics courses were found to be low. Almost half of the correlations were negative
and only two of the positive correlations were greater than .50. Three main factors emerged from
the interviews as important. High school preparation in mathematics, quality of student effort, and
clinical evaluation techniques were considered important by the students interviewed. The panel of
experts agreed that the concept of clinical evaluation had merit. However, the panel disagreed over
the assumption that a hierarchy of subjects and levels in math could be effectively used as a
screening device in the model. The study lends support to criticisms of the use of standardized tests
as a sole means of evaluation for mathematics placement. Other factors which could be of use such
as factors in a placement model were identified, but not analyzed statistically. Recommendations for
further research of the validity of these factors in placement models were made.
  community college placement test math: Choosing Students Wayne Camara, Ernest W.
Kimmel, 2005-03-23 This volume brings a variety of perspectives to bear on the issue of how higher
education institutions can - or should - choose students during the early part of the 21st century.
Many of the contributors report on research to develop and validate potential tools to assist those
responsible for admission decisions. Other contributors, however, pose broader questions about the



nature of selective admissions, about institutional responses to the changing demography of those
seeking to enter higher education, or about the appropriate criteria of 'success' in higher education.
The volume is particularly timely because the question of how changes in admission tools and
processes will affect campus diversity following the recent Supreme Court decision concerning the
University of Michigan. Diversity is an important concern of all of the contributors and the chapter
by Lee Bollinger--President at Michigan at the time the court cases were filed--is particularly
relevant. This book brings together the research that underlies a variety of proposed approaches to
improving the selection of students. Providing support for the integrity of the admissions process
and the validity of new tools to help a higher education institution to select a diverse student body,
this book explores the implications of the assessment component of K-12 school reform for higher
education admissions practices. The diverse contributions to this volume reflect the current ferment
in educational research and educational practice as institutions of higher education seek to develop
a new admissions paradigm for coming decades following the University of Michigan decisions. This
book is intended for those leaders and professionals who set admission policies and practices in
American colleges, and graduate and professional schools, as well as for those scholars and
scientists who research, develop, and validate tools for use in the process of choosing students in
ways that are congruent with an institution's mission, values, and goals.
  community college placement test math: Postsecondary Sourcebook for Community
Colleges, Technical, Trade, and Business Schools Northeast/Southeast Edition , 2010-12
  community college placement test math: Navigating the Transition from High School to
College for Students with Disabilities Meg Grigal, Joseph Madaus, Lyman Dukes III, Debra Hart,
2018-07-16 Navigating the Transition from High School to College for Students with Disabilities
provides effective strategies for navigating the transition process from high school into college for
students with a wide range of disabilities. As students with disabilities attend two and four-year
colleges in increasing numbers and through expanding access opportunities, challenges remain in
helping these students and their families prepare for and successfully transition into higher
education. Professionals and families supporting transition activities are often unaware of today’s
new and rapidly developing options for postsecondary education. This practical guide offers
user-friendly resources, including vignettes, research summaries, and hands-on activities that can be
easily implemented in the classroom and in the community and that facilitate strong collaboration
between schools and families. Preparation issues such as financial aid, applying for college, and
other long-term planning areas are addressed in detail. An accompanying student resource section
offers materials for high school students with disabilities that secondary educators, counselors, and
transition personnel can use to facilitate exploration and planning discussions. Framing higher
education as a possible transition goal for all students with disabilities, Navigating the Transition
from High School to College for Students with Disabilities supports the postsecondary interests of
more than four million public school students with disabilities.
  community college placement test math: Answers Explained Jill Hacker, 2009-11-30
Contains explained answers to questions like those that appear on the COMPASS Math Placement
Test, covering numerical skills/pre-algebra, algebra, college algebra, geometry, and trigonometry.
  community college placement test math: The Hitchhiker's Guide to Writing Research
Xinghua Liu, Michael Hebert, Rui A. Alves, 2023-09-30 This book brings together the work of
established scholars from around the world to celebrate and honor the many ways in which Steve
Graham has contributed to the advancement of teaching and researching writing. Focusing on
writing development and writing instruction in different contexts of education, original contributions
in this book critically engage with theoretical and empirical issues raised in Steve Graham’s
influential body of work and significantly extend our understandings of the importance of writing in
developing learners’ literacy and the roles of writing in teaching and learning processes. This book
is organized around themes central to Steve Graham's work, including theories and models of
writing, effective instructional methods in teaching writing, surveys on teaching and learning
writing, and systematic review studies on writing. Apart from regular chapters, the book also



features personal and scholarly reflections revealing the powerful ways in which Steve Graham’s
work has influenced our thinking in the field of writing research and continues to open up new
avenues for future research endeavors.
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