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Civil Society in Iran: Navigating Challenges and Building Resilience

civil society in iran is a complex and dynamic realm that reflects the country’s rich history,
cultural diversity, and political intricacies. Despite facing numerous restrictions and challenges, civil
society actors in Iran continue to play a vital role in fostering social change, advocating for human
rights, and promoting community development. Understanding the fabric of civil society in Iran
requires delving into its historical context, the challenges it confronts, and the ways in which
activists, NGOs, and grassroots organizations navigate a restrictive environment to make meaningful
contributions.

The Evolution of Civil Society in Iran

Civil society in Iran has deep roots that trace back to pre-modern times, where religious institutions,
guilds, and community groups served social functions beyond the state’s reach. However, the
modern concept of civil society—as a sphere of voluntary associations independent of the
government—began taking shape during the Constitutional Revolution of the early 20th century.
This period saw the emergence of political parties, labor unions, and associations advocating for
reforms, signaling the birth of a more organized civil society.

The 1979 Islamic Revolution drastically changed the landscape. The new government imposed strict
controls on political expression and associations, often merging civil society activities with state
ideology. Over the decades, civil society in Iran has oscillated between periods of relative openness
and intense repression, influenced by shifting political climates and leadership.

Key Milestones in Civil Society Development

- **Constitutional Revolution (1905–1911):** Sparked the rise of political activism and organized
citizen groups.
- **Pahlavi Era Reforms:** Introduction of state-sponsored associations but limited independent civil
activism.
- **Post-1979 Revolution:** Restrictive environment with state oversight on NGOs and political
groups.
- **1990s Reform Movement:** A brief expansion of civil society space, fostering NGOs and cultural
associations.
- **2009 Green Movement:** Mass mobilization of civil society actors demanding political reforms.
- **Recent Years:** Increased crackdowns but also innovative forms of activism, especially online.

Challenges Facing Civil Society in Iran

One of the most significant obstacles for civil society in Iran is the tight regulatory framework
imposed by the government. Many NGOs and activist groups must navigate complex registration



processes, censorship, and surveillance. The authorities often view independent civil society actors
with suspicion, associating them with foreign influence or subversion.

Legal and Political Restrictions

The Iranian government maintains strict control over associations, requiring them to register with
the Ministry of Interior or other state bodies. Unregistered groups risk closure, arrest of members,
or harassment. Political activism, especially related to human rights, gender equality, or freedom of
expression, is frequently met with repression. This restrictive environment limits the scope and
effectiveness of many civil society initiatives.

Social and Cultural Barriers

Beyond legal constraints, civil society in Iran must contend with societal challenges. Deep-rooted
traditional norms and conservative interpretations of religion influence public attitudes toward
activism, particularly when it involves women’s rights or LGBTQ+ issues. Additionally, economic
hardships and political instability can divert public attention from civic engagement to survival
concerns.

The Role of Technology and Digital Spaces

Despite these hurdles, Iranian civil society has increasingly turned to digital platforms to organize,
share information, and mobilize support. Social media, encrypted messaging apps, and online forums
offer new avenues for activism and community building, albeit with risks of monitoring and cyber
repression. These digital tools have helped sustain vibrant conversations and campaigns that might
otherwise be stifled in public spaces.

Key Actors and Sectors in Iranian Civil Society

Iranian civil society is not monolithic; it encompasses a wide array of organizations and movements
working on diverse issues. Understanding these actors provides insight into the multifaceted nature
of civic engagement in Iran.

Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs)

There are numerous NGOs in Iran focused on social welfare, education, environmental protection,
and cultural preservation. Many NGOs also advocate for marginalized groups such as ethnic
minorities, refugees, and persons with disabilities. However, NGOs must carefully navigate
government scrutiny, often limiting their scope to social rather than overtly political issues.



Professional Associations and Unions

Professional bodies and labor unions represent sectors such as teachers, journalists, and healthcare
workers. These groups sometimes challenge government policies related to labor rights and working
conditions, but their activities are frequently curtailed. Strikes and protests by workers have
occasionally drawn international attention to labor issues in Iran.

Women’s Rights Movements

Women’s rights activists form a crucial part of Iran’s civil society. Despite facing systemic gender
discrimination and legal restrictions, Iranian women have been at the forefront of campaigns for
legal reforms, education access, and combating domestic violence. Their efforts have sparked
important dialogues both within Iran and globally.

Youth and Student Groups

Young Iranians, particularly university students, have historically played a significant role in pushing
for reform and social justice. Student organizations often serve as incubators for new ideas and
activism, though they face surveillance and repression from authorities wary of dissent.

Strategies for Resilience and Impact

In response to challenges, civil society in Iran has developed innovative strategies to sustain its
activities and create impact.

Building Networks and Alliances

Collaboration among different civil society actors enhances their collective voice and resilience.
Networks that connect NGOs, activists, and community groups help share resources, coordinate
campaigns, and amplify messages. Transnational partnerships also provide moral and material
support, though they must be managed carefully to avoid accusations of foreign interference.

Emphasizing Social and Cultural Engagement

By focusing on social services, cultural events, and educational programs, civil society groups can
build trust within communities and avoid direct confrontation with authorities. These activities
create spaces for dialogue and empowerment, laying the groundwork for broader social change.



Leveraging Technology Safely

Adopting secure communication tools and digital literacy practices helps protect activists from
surveillance. Online activism, when combined with offline efforts, extends civil society’s reach and
adaptability. Training in digital security has become a key component of many organizations’
capacity-building efforts.

The Future of Civil Society in Iran

While the environment remains challenging, the persistence of civil society actors in Iran reveals a
strong undercurrent of public desire for participation, justice, and reform. As younger generations
become more connected and informed, the potential for new forms of civic engagement grows.
International attention and support can bolster Iranian civil society, but sustainable change will
depend largely on internal dynamics and the ability of grassroots movements to adapt.

Iran’s civil society is a testament to the resilience and creativity of its people. Despite political
constraints and societal pressures, these organizations and activists continue to nurture hope,
advocate for rights, and contribute to the country’s social fabric in meaningful ways. As Iran
navigates its future, civil society will undoubtedly remain a key player in shaping the nation’s path
toward greater openness and inclusivity.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the role of civil society in Iran?
Civil society in Iran plays a crucial role in advocating for social, political, and economic reforms,
promoting human rights, and providing a platform for citizens to engage in public discourse despite
government restrictions.

How has the Iranian government impacted civil society
organizations?
The Iranian government has imposed strict regulations and surveillance on civil society
organizations, often restricting their activities, limiting freedom of assembly, and sometimes
imprisoning activists to control dissent and maintain political stability.

What are some key challenges faced by civil society in Iran?
Key challenges include government censorship, legal and financial restrictions, harassment and
imprisonment of activists, limited freedom of expression, and difficulties in accessing international
funding and support.



How do Iranian civil society groups contribute to social
change?
Iranian civil society groups contribute to social change by raising awareness on issues such as
women's rights, environmental protection, labor rights, and education, organizing grassroots
campaigns, and fostering community resilience despite political constraints.

What impact did recent protests have on civil society in Iran?
Recent protests in Iran have energized civil society by highlighting public grievances, increasing
domestic and international attention on human rights issues, and encouraging greater activism,
although they have also led to intensified government crackdowns on civil society actors.

Additional Resources
Civil Society in Iran: Navigating Challenges and Prospects

civil society in iran represents a complex and evolving landscape shaped by historical, political,
and social dynamics unique to the country. As an essential component of any democratic or
participatory system, civil society encompasses a wide range of non-governmental organizations,
community groups, advocacy networks, and informal social movements that operate outside state
control. In Iran, these actors play a pivotal role in addressing societal needs, promoting human
rights, and fostering dialogue, despite facing significant restrictions imposed by the state apparatus.

Understanding the nature of civil society in Iran requires an examination of its historical
development, the legal and political environment, and the ways in which grassroots organizations
adapt to challenges. This article offers a detailed analysis of civil society in Iran, highlighting its
strengths, limitations, and the broader implications for social change and governance.

Historical Context and Evolution of Civil Society in Iran

The roots of civil society in Iran extend back to the early 20th century, particularly during the
Constitutional Revolution (1905-1911), which laid foundational ideas about civic participation and
legal rights. Over subsequent decades, various social groups, including professional associations,
religious organizations, and labor unions, contributed to a burgeoning public sphere. However, the
1979 Islamic Revolution dramatically altered the political landscape, centralizing power within
theocratic institutions and reshaping civil society’s role.

Post-revolution, many independent organizations were either co-opted or disbanded, as the state
prioritized ideological conformity and control. Nonetheless, new forms of civil engagement emerged,
often framed within religious or cultural parameters sanctioned by the government. Universities,
charitable foundations (bonyads), and certain sanctioned NGOs became prominent actors during this
period.

Since the 1990s, there has been a gradual re-emergence of more diverse civil society actors,
including women’s groups, environmental activists, and human rights advocates. The reformist
movement under President Mohammad Khatami (1997-2005) briefly expanded civic space,



encouraging greater freedom of expression and association, but subsequent conservative
administrations have often rolled back these gains.

The Current Legal and Political Environment for Civil
Society

Civil society in Iran operates under a restrictive legal framework that tightly regulates registration,
funding, and activities of non-governmental organizations. The Ministry of Interior and the Ministry
of Culture and Islamic Guidance oversee the licensing of NGOs, often imposing stringent criteria
that limit independent operation. Furthermore, laws against “propaganda against the state” and
vague security-related statutes are frequently used to suppress dissent and intimidate activists.

Government Control and Surveillance

The Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC) and other security agencies maintain vigilant
oversight of civil society groups, particularly those involved in political reform or human rights
advocacy. Surveillance, harassment, and arrests are common tactics employed to deter activism
deemed subversive. This environment creates a climate of fear and self-censorship among many civil
society actors.

The Role of Informal Networks and Digital Platforms

Given formal constraints, much of Iran’s civil society activity occurs through informal networks and
online platforms. Social media and encrypted messaging applications have become vital tools for
mobilizing support, disseminating information, and coordinating campaigns. However, internet
censorship and periodic shutdowns further complicate these efforts. Digital activism, while
innovative, faces challenges including government cyber-monitoring and the risk of digital
repression.

Key Sectors and Themes within Iran’s Civil Society

Civil society in Iran is multi-faceted, reflecting the diverse interests and priorities of its population.
Several sectors stand out for their prominence and impact.

Women’s Rights and Gender Equality

Women’s organizations in Iran have been at the forefront of civil society activism, advocating for
legal reforms, education access, and social rights within a patriarchal system. Groups focusing on
domestic violence, child marriage, and employment discrimination have gained visibility despite
official resistance. The persistence of women’s activists highlights the intersection of civil society



with broader social justice movements.

Environmental and Cultural Advocacy

Environmental NGOs have increasingly drawn attention to issues such as water scarcity, pollution,
and deforestation, pressing the government for sustainable policies. Similarly, cultural associations
promote preservation of Iran’s rich heritage and foster intercultural dialogue. These sectors often
navigate a delicate balance between cooperation with authorities and independent critique.

Human Rights and Political Reform

Human rights organizations face the most severe restrictions but continue to document abuses,
support political prisoners, and campaign for democratic reforms. Their work often attracts
international attention, creating external pressure on the Iranian government. However, activists
risk imprisonment and exile, underscoring the precarious nature of political civil society in Iran.

Challenges and Opportunities for Civil Society in Iran

Iran’s civil society wrestles with a series of systemic obstacles, yet also demonstrates resilience and
adaptability.

Restrictions on Freedom of Assembly and Expression: These limitations stifle public
mobilization and constrain advocacy efforts.

Financial Constraints: Access to funding is tightly controlled, forcing many organizations to
rely on grassroots donations or foreign sources, which can be politicized.

Generational Dynamics: Younger Iranians, particularly university students, show increasing
engagement with civil society, leveraging technology and new social norms.

International Engagement: Diaspora communities and transnational networks provide
support and amplify Iranian civil society voices globally.

Comparative Perspective: Civil Society in Iran and
Neighboring Countries

Compared to other Middle Eastern nations, Iran’s civil society exhibits both similarities and distinct
features. Like Egypt or Turkey, state repression limits independent organizing, but Iran’s fusion of
religion and politics creates unique dynamics. In contrast to Gulf monarchies, where civil society is
often state-sponsored, Iran has a longer history of grassroots movements, albeit under constant



pressure. This comparative lens helps contextualize the balance between authoritarian controls and
civic vitality.

Future Prospects and Emerging Trends

The trajectory of civil society in Iran remains uncertain amid shifting political tides and socio-
economic pressures. Economic challenges, including sanctions and inflation, exacerbate social
grievances that civil society groups seek to address. At the same time, technological innovation and
a growing desire for reform among younger generations suggest potential openings for increased
civic participation.

Efforts to build coalitions across sectors—linking women’s rights, environmental concerns, and
political freedoms—may strengthen civil society’s influence. International actors and human rights
organizations continue to monitor developments, advocating for expanded space and protection for
Iranian civil society. Navigating the delicate balance between cooperation and resistance will likely
define the next phase of civil society’s evolution in Iran.

In sum, civil society in Iran represents a dynamic and multifaceted force within a challenging
political context. Its ongoing struggle for recognition, autonomy, and impact reflects broader
tensions between state authority and popular aspirations, offering valuable insights into the
country’s social fabric and prospects for reform.

Civil Society In Iran

  civil society in iran: Revolutionary Iran Masoud Kamali, 2018-10-26 First published in 1998,
Revolutionary Iran investigates two major political transformations in the modern history of Iran: the
Constitutional Revolution of 1905-09 and the Islamic Revolution 1976-79 and their relation to the
modernization of Iran in this century. It addresses a core question: Why did the clergy not take
political power in the Constitutional Revolution when Iran was a traditional society and they played a
key leadership role in the revolution; yet they succeeded in the more modern Iran of 1979.
Characterization of socio-economic relationships between the two major influential groups of civil
society in Iran and their role in political transformation is considered central for answering such a
question. The book deals with revolution in terms of relationships between civil society and state;
which, it is argued, are central to analysing and understanding modern movements in Iran and other
Islamic countries. The major contribution of the book can be summarized as follows: It identifies a
socio-political division of power and influence between state and civil society during a long period of
Iran’s Islamic history as the key theoretical basis for understanding modern transformations of
Iranian society. Such a division has, so far, been largely ignored. It explores the clergy and bazaris
as the social basis of civil society in Iran, and challenges Gellner’s viewpoint that an Islamic civil
society is an impossibility. It argues that the modernization of religion and the creation of modern
political theories by the clergy were both crucial means for defeating a modern authoritarian state
and seizing political power. It identifies the main social group without whom the Islamic Revolution
of Iran would not have achieved political victory, i.e., the dispossessed. It presents a theoretical
basis for analysing and understanding new Islamic movements in the Islamic world.
  civil society in iran: Civil Society and Democracy in Iran Ramin Jahanbegloo, 2011-12-30 In
this timely, informative edited volume, major Iranian scholars and civic actors address some of the
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most pressing questions about Iranian civil society and the process of democratization in Iran. They
describe the role of Iranian civil society in the process of transition to democracy in Iran and offer
insight about the enduring legacy of previous social and political movements—starting with the
Constitutional Revolution of 1906— in the struggle for democracy in Iran. Each contributor looks at
different aspects of Iranian civil society to address the complex nature of the political order in Iran
and the possibilities for secularization and democratization of the Iranian government. Various
contributors analyze the impact of religion on prevailing democratic thought, discussing reformist
religious movements and thinkers and the demands of religious minorities. Others provide insight
into the democratic implications of recent Iranian women’s rights movements, call for secularism
within government, and the pressure placed on the existing theocracy by the working class. The
contributors address these and related issues in all their richness and complexity and offer a set of
discussions that is both accessible and illuminating for the reader.
  civil society in iran: The Formation of Civil Society in Modern Iran M. Mohebi, 2016-04-30 This
book investigates the development of contemporary Iranian civil society and the role of public
intellectuals, looking in particular at how different reformist public intellectuals used civil society to
craft their vision of Iran's socio-political future.
  civil society in iran: The Formation of Civil Society in Modern Iran M. Mohebi, 2014-01-14 This
book investigates the development of contemporary Iranian civil society and the role of public
intellectuals, looking in particular at how different reformist public intellectuals used civil society to
craft their vision of Iran's socio-political future.
  civil society in iran: Social Movements in Iran Simin Fadaee, 2012 Despite the growing
significance of social movements worldwide, scholarship on the subject remains largely Western in
nature, with studies written primarily by Western scholars and based on the experiences of Western
cultures and societies. This book makes an important contribution to the study of social movements
in non-Western societies by examining their development in Iran. With a particular focus on the
recent environmental movement, the author sheds new light on the implications and significance of
these movements. Drawing on in-depth original research, the case study of the environmental
movement is integrated into a historical and comparative analysis. Implementing the new social
movement theory of Touraine and Melucci in the Iranian context, the author shows that although the
reform movement of Iran is unique, in some aspects it is a continuation of the past social
movements. She places emphasis on the role of women in recent Iranian social movements,
exploring the significance of social movements in civil society and in instigating social change. Using
the case of Iran to offer a critical framework for studying social change and transformation of
non-European countries, this book fills an important gap in the existing literature on the topic. As
such, it will be of great interest to scholars and students of sociology, political science and Middle
Eastern studies.
  civil society in iran: The Great Iran. The Iranian Civil Society from Qajar Iran to Rouhani
Giuseppe Acconcia, 2018
  civil society in iran: Creating Local Democracy in Iran Kian Tajbakhsh, 2022-07-21
Empirically rich and theoretically informed, this book is an innovative analysis of political
decentralization under the Islamic Republic of Iran. Drawing upon Kian Tajbakhsh's twenty years of
experience working with and researching local government in Iran, it uses original data and insights
to explain how local government operates in towns and cities as a form of electoral authoritarianism.
With a combination of historical, political, and financial field research, it explores the multifaceted
dimensions of local power and how various ideologically opposed actors shaped local government as
an integral component of authoritarian state building. Ultimately, this book demonstrates how local
government serves to undermine democratization and consolidate the Islamist regime. As Iran's
cities and towns grow and develop, their significance will only increase, and this study is vital to
understanding their politics, administration and influence.
  civil society in iran: Raising Their Voices International Campaign for Human Rights in Iran,
2011



  civil society in iran: Islamic Law and Governance in Contemporary Iran Mehran Tamadonfar,
2015-05-20 The current rise of Islamism throughout the Muslim world, Islamists’ demand for the
establishment of Islamic states, and their destabilizing impact on regional and global orders have
raised important questions about the origins of Islamism and the nature of an Islamic state.
Beginning with the Iranian revolution of the late 1970s and the establishment of the Islamic
Republic to today’s rise of ISIS to prominence, it has become increasingly apparent that Islamism is
a major global force in the twenty-first century that demands acknowledgment and answers. As a
highly-integrated belief system, the Islamic worldview rejects secularism and accounts for a
prominent role for religion in the politics and laws of Muslim societies. Islam is primarily a legal
framework that covers all aspects of Muslims’ individual and communal lives. In this sense, the
Islamic state is a logical instrument for managing Muslim societies. Even moderate Muslims who
genuinely, but not necessarily vociferously, challenge the extremists’ strategies are not dismissive of
the political role of Islam and the viability of an Islamic state. However, sectarian and scholastic
schisms within Islam that date back to the prophet’s demise do undermine any possibility of
consensus about the legal, institutional, and policy parameters of the Islamic state. Within its Shi’a
sectarian limitations, this book attempts to offer some answers to questions about the nature of the
Islamic state. Nearly four decades of experience with the Islamic Republic of Iran offers us some
insights into such a state’s accomplishments, potentials, and challenges. While the Islamic
worldview offers a general framework for governance, this framework is in dire need of modification
to be applicable to modern societies. As Iranians have learned, in the realm of practical politics,
transcending the restrictive precepts of Islam is the most viable strategy for building a functional
Islamic state. Indeed, Islam does provide both doctrinal and practical instruments for transcending
these restrictions. This pursuit of pragmatism could potentially offer impressive strategies for
governance as long as sectarian, scholastic, and autocratic proclivities of authorities do not derail
the rights of the public and their demand for an orderly management of their societies.
  civil society in iran: Iranian Kurdistan Under the Islamic Republic Marouf Cabi, 2024-11-28
This book presents a social, political, cultural, and socioeconomic history of Iranian Kurdistan since
the 1979 Revolution. In this study, Marouf Cabi shines a spotlight on the modern history of Iranian
Kurdistan � an area of Greater Kurdistan understudied in comparison to its regions in Syria and
Iraq. The book provides a historical narrative and analysis of Kurdistan since the Revolution. It
addresses key changes and events in detail, such as the participation of the Kurds in the Revolution,
the reinvigoration of the Kurdish movements and the emergence of the women's movement, the
armed struggle of the 1980s, socioeconomic and political change of the 1990s, and the emergence of
civil society since 2000. Cabi draws on extensive primary sources, including oral history, various
newspapers, journals, and books published during the period.
  civil society in iran: Iran: Between Power and Civil Society Ondřej Beránek, 2011
  civil society in iran: The Middle East Ellen Lust, 2016-05-10 In the Fourteenth Edition of The
Middle East, Ellen Lust brings important new coverage to this comprehensive, balanced, and
superbly researched text. In clear prose, Lust and her outstanding contributors explain the many
complex changes taking place across the region. New to this edition is a country profile chapter on
Sudan by Fareed Hassan. All country chapters now address domestic and regional conflict more
explicitly, and all tables, figures, boxes, and maps have been fully updated with the most recent data
and information.
  civil society in iran: Iran’s Struggles for Social Justice Peyman Vahabzadeh, 2016-12-20 This
interdisciplinary volume offers a range of studies spanning the various historical, political, legal, and
cultural features of social justice in Iran, and proposes that the present-day realities of life in Iran
could not be farther from the promises of the Iranian Revolution. The ideals of social justice and
participatory democracy that galvanized a resilient nation in 1979 have been abandoned as an
avaricious ruling elite has privatized the economy, abandoned social programs and subsidy
payments for the poor, and suppressed the struggles of women, workers, students, and minorities
for equality. At its core, Iran’s Struggles for Social Justice seeks to educate and to develop a new



discourse on social justice in Iran.
  civil society in iran: Contemporary Domestic and Foreign Policies of Iran Pejman
Abdolmohammadi, Giampiero Cama, 2020-05-06 This book is a comprehensive analysis of the
domestic and foreign politics of Iran, focusing on its complex nature from political, social and
cultural perspectives. It has adopted a multidisciplinary approach, combining comparative politics
and intellectual and modern history with international relations. It analyses the institutional
structure of the Islamic Republic, the main political and social actors and alliances, as well as
Iranian opposition forces both inside and outside the country. The book tries to simplify the
seemingly intractable complexity of the Islamic Republic by demystifying it and using political
science methods to prove that it is a peculiar hybrid regime.
  civil society in iran: Arab-Iranian Relations Khair El-Din Haseeb, 2015-06-25 Regionally-based
Arabs and Iranian scholars here explore the preoccupation of the economic, political, educational
and strategist present of Arab-Iranian relationships in the context of the historical and cultural past.
The issues covered include: historical ties and the current state of mutual awareness between Arabs
and Iranians; the impact of the political and journalistic rhetoric of each side on their relationships;
the image of Arabs and Iranians in each others' schoolbooks; economic ties and the prospects for
their future development; the status of Arab and Iranian women; border and territorial disputes
between Arab states and Iran; the position of Arab states and Iran on the Kurdish question; the
Palestine question in Arab-Iranian relations; a comparative study of civil society in Iran and in Arab
countries; and Arab-Iranian ties in the context of international relations.
  civil society in iran: Civil Society in Syria and Iran Paul Aarts, Francesco Cavatorta, 2022
Explores the nature of state-society relations in two countries that are experiencing popular
demands for political pluralism amid the constraints of authoritarian retrenchment.
  civil society in iran: Building Organisational Capacity in Iranian Civil Society Catherine Squire,
2006 Iran has a vibrant and firmly established civil society, which has developed with strong roots in
local traditions and communities. CSO support organisations are relative newcomers, with most
established in the last 5 years. In that time, a great deal of experience has accumulated, and the
approaches of CSOs are evolving constantly. However, learning from experience is largely
undocumented, and there are no structures in place to help CSOs to learn from each other. This
paper outlines the various capacity building approaches and activities undertaken within Iran: from
promoting the concepts of democracy, rights, and citizens' participation through workshops and
seminars etc; skills training courses for individuals; to capacity building at the organisational level.
Avail. as PDF.
  civil society in iran: Modernizing Islam John L. Esposito, François Burgat, 2003 In recent
years, Islam has become a more visible force, not only in North Africa, the Middle East, and Asia, but
also in Western Europe and the United States. Greater attention to religious observance (prayer,
fasting, dress, pilgrimage) has accompanied the creation of new institutions (mosques, finance
houses, insurance companies, schools, clinics, and hospitals). Religiously inspired social and political
movements have proliferated. Only a few decades ago, Muslims were virtually invisible in Europe
and America. Today, increased immigration has changed the religious landscape of the West.
Mosques and Islamic centers are found in European and American cities and towns. Muslims are
visible in nearly every area of social and political life. A list of major Islamic cities and populations
today must include not only Cairo, Tunis, Damascus, and Islamabad, but also Paris, London, New
York, and Detroit. This demographic and cultural shift requires that we speak not only of the
relationship between the traditional Islamic world and the West, but also about Islam in the West. It
has also meant that Islam has been obliged to modernize, to grapple with its status as a minority
religion in some parts of the world and a majority one in others. Modernizing Islam speaks to the
significance, origins, influences, and implications of Islam's changes, and thus to the various ways in
which this religion is becoming a truly global force, shaping such realms as law, politics, education,
and ethics, among many others
  civil society in iran: How is Global Dialogue Possible? Johanna Seibt, Jesper Garsdal,



2014-12-11 Intercultural dialogue is often invoked in vague reference to a method that can build
cross-cultural understanding and facilitate global policy-making. This book clarifies the theoretical
foundations of intercultural dialogue and demonstrates the practical significance of intercultural
value inquiry, combining the perspectives of philosophy, conflict research, religious studies, and
education.
  civil society in iran: The Future of Foreign Policy Is Feminist Kristina Lunz, 2023-09-05 As old
white men continue to dominate the national and international stages, the needs of women and
minorities are constantly ignored. International politics are shaped by a ruthless competition for
advantage, and the world is full of conflicts, crises and wars. Things have to change. Activist and
political scientist Kristina Lunz is on a mission to do just that. In her work from New York to Bogotá,
from Germany to Myanmar, she became aware of a stubborn unwillingness to think past the status
quo and to embrace new, innovative voices from marginalized groups. She also saw that the
tradition of feminist activism combined brilliantly with diplomacy: both require grim tenacity,
boundless creativity and a solutions-oriented approach. In her attempt to reconfigure the field of
foreign policy, she aims to set in motion a paradigm shift, replacing grandiose displays of military
might with feminism, solidarity and climate justice. A feminist foreign policy requires the promotion
of equal rights in the handling of foreign affairs and security matters worldwide, with a particular
focus on marginalized and politically underrepresented groups. Ultimately, this is nothing less than
an inclusive, visionary policy for the twenty-first century, one where security and prosperity, health
and climate justice are possible – in other words: where peace is possible for everyone, everywhere.
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