causes of the civil war dbq documents answer key

Causes of the Civil War DBQ Documents Answer Key: A Detailed Exploration

causes of the civil war dbq documents answer key is a phrase that often comes up when students and
educators dive into the complexities of the American Civil War through Document-Based Questions (DBQ).
Understanding this answer key is more than just finding the right responses; it’s about grasping the
intricate web of social, economic, and political tensions that led to one of the most defining conflicts in
United States history. If you’re preparing for a history exam, teaching a class, or just curious about the
causes behind the Civil War, exploring the DBQ documents and their answer keys can provide invaluable

insights.

What Is a DBQ and Why Is It Important for Understanding the
Civil War?

Before delving into the specific causes, it’s crucial to clarify what a DBQ entails. A Document-Based
Question is a type of essay or test prompt used primarily in AP History exams, including AP U.S. History,
that asks students to analyze and synthesize information from a set of primary and secondary sources. The
causes of the Civil War DBQ documents answer key usually guides students through interpreting these

sources to form a coherent argument about why the war erupted.

DBQs help learners develop critical thinking skills by encouraging them to not only recall historical facts
but also to read between the lines of historical documents. This approach is particularly effective with the
Civil War because the conflict’s origins are multifaceted, involving economic disparities, political strife,

cultural clashes, and moral debates.

Key Causes Highlighted in the Civil War DBQ Documents

The causes of the Civil War DBQ documents answer key typically revolves around several central themes.
Each theme is supported by various document excerpts, including speeches, letters, political debates, and

economic data. Understanding these themes helps illuminate the complex reasons behind the war.

Slavery and Moral Conflict

One of the most prominent causes emphasized in the DBQ documents is the institution of slavery. The

South’s economy heavily depended on slave labor, especially in agriculture, while many in the North



opposed slavery on moral and economic grounds. Documents may include abolitionist speeches, laws like

the Fugitive Slave Act, or narratives from enslaved individuals.

The answer key often points out how the escalating tension over slavery’s expansion into new territories
deepened the divide. The Missouri Compromise, the Kansas-Nebraska Act, and the Dred Scott decision are
critical legal and political milestones that the DBQ documents reference to show how contentious the issue

became.

States’ Rights vs. Federal Authority

Another cause that frequently appears in the DBQ answer key is the debate over states’ rights. Southern
states championed the idea that states had the authority to govern themselves without excessive

interference from the federal government, especially on the matter of slavery.

Documents might include speeches from Southern politicians or excerpts from state declarations of
secession. The answer key will typically explain how these sources illustrate the South’s resistance to

perceived Northern aggression and federal overreach, which fueled sectionalism and distrust.

Economic and Social Differences

The DBQ documents often highlight the stark economic disparities between the industrial North and the
agrarian South. The North’s economy was based on manufacturing, commerce, and a growing immigrant

workforce, while the South relied almost exclusively on plantation agriculture.

The answer key may analyze economic data or political debates about tariffs and trade policies that favored
Northern industries but hurt Southern planters. These economic disagreements contributed to a growing

sense of alienation and hostility between the two regions.

Political Breakdown and Compromise Failures

The failure of political compromises to resolve sectional disputes is a recurring theme in the causes of the
Civil War DBQ documents answer key. Documents often include references to the Compromise of 1850,

the Missouri Compromise, and the unsuccessful efforts to maintain peace through legislative means.

The answer key typically notes how these compromises only delayed conflict rather than resolving
fundamental disagreements. The rise of the Republican Party and the election of Abraham Lincoln are also

examined as pivotal political moments that heightened tensions.



How to Approach the Causes of the Civil War DBQ Documents
Answer Key Effectively

Understanding the correct answers is important, but knowing how to arrive at those answers is just as

crucial. Here are some tips to make the most out of the DBQ documents and their answer keys.

Read the Documents Carefully and Contextually

Each document in the DBQ set carries its own historical context. Instead of just skimming for key words,
try to understand who created the document, their perspective, and the broader situation at the time. For

example, a Southern politician’s speech will reflect a different bias than an abolitionist’s letter.

Identify Common Themes Across Documents

Look for recurring ideas such as slavery, states’ rights, or economic issues. Grouping documents by theme
can help you build a structured and coherent essay or response, which is often reflected in the answer

key’s organization.

Use Evidence to Support Your Argument

The best DBQ answers don’t just summarize documents; they use specific evidence to back up claims.

Quotations, statistics, and examples from the documents should be integrated naturally into your writing.

Understand the Historical Significance

The answer key often emphasizes not only what happened but why it mattered. For instance,
understanding how the Dred Scott decision influenced public opinion can deepen your analysis of the

documents related to legal battles over slavery.

Common Documents Featured in the Causes of the Civil War
DBQ



Familiarity with typical documents can give students a head start in tackling the DBQ. Here are some

commonly featured sources in the causes of the Civil War DBQ:

e The Missouri Compromise Text or Summaries

Excerpts from the Compromise of 1850, including the Fugitive Slave Act

Speeches by Abraham Lincoln and Stephen Douglas

Letters or diaries from Northern abolitionists and Southern plantation owners

Political cartoons illustrating sectionalism

The Dred Scott Supreme Court Decision summary

Declarations of secession from Southern states

These documents collectively help paint a picture of the rising tensions that ultimately exploded into war.

Why the Causes of the Civil War DBQ Documents Answer Key
Matters for Students

Using the answer key for the causes of the Civil War DBQ is not about simply memorizing answers but
about learning how to analyze historical evidence critically. It serves as a guide to understanding the

complexity of the Civil War’s origins and prepares students for more advanced historical inquiry.

Moreover, this DBQ is a perfect example of how multiple factors—economic interests, political power
struggles, cultural differences, and moral debates—intersect to create a national crisis. This multifaceted

approach to history encourages deeper learning and appreciation for the nuances of the past.

Exploring the DBQ documents and their answer key can also enhance writing skills, especially in

constructing arguments supported by evidence—a valuable skill both inside and outside the classroom.

The causes of the American Civil War are a profound reminder of how unresolved conflicts and
misunderstandings can lead to devastating consequences. By studying the DBQ documents and their
answer keys, learners gain not only historical knowledge but also critical thinking tools that remain

relevant today.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main purpose of a Civil War DBQ document answer key?

The main purpose of a Civil War DBQ document answer key is to provide students with guidance and

model answers to help them analyze primary source documents related to the causes of the Civil War.

Which key causes of the Civil War are commonly highlighted in DBQ

documents?

Commonly highlighted causes include slavery, states' rights, economic differences between the North and

South, political conflicts, and territorial expansion.

How do DBQ documents help students understand the causes of the Civil
War?

DBQ documents provide primary sources such as speeches, letters, and political cartoons that allow students

to analyze multiple perspectives and develop a deeper understanding of the complex causes of the Civil

War.

‘What type of documents are typically included in a Civil War causes
DBQ?

Typical documents include excerpts from the Missouri Compromise, the Compromise of 1850, speeches by

Abraham Lincoln and Jefferson Davis, abolitionist writings, and contemporary newspaper articles.

How can students use the answer key to improve their DBQ writing
skills?

Students can use the answer key to understand how to effectively cite evidence, construct coherent

arguments, and organize their essays around the main causes of the Civil War.

Why is slavery often emphasized in DBQ documents about the Civil War

causes?

Slavery is emphasized because it was a fundamental and deeply contentious issue that caused significant

political, social, and economic divisions leading directly to the Civil War.



What role do states' rights play in the DBQ documents on Civil War

causes?

States' rights are discussed as a cause because Southern states argued they had the right to govern

themselves, including maintaining the institution of slavery, which conflicted with federal authority.

Can the DBQ answer key help with understanding different historical
perspectives on the Civil War?

Yes, the answer key helps by showing how to analyze documents from various viewpoints, such as

Northern abolitionists and Southern secessionists, to understand the multifaceted causes of the war.

How do economic differences between North and South appear in Civil
War DBQ documents?

Documents often highlight the industrial economy of the North versus the agrarian, slave-dependent

economy of the South, illustrating conflicting interests that contributed to sectional tension.

What strategies does the answer key suggest for analyzing Civil War
DBQ documents effectively?

Suggested strategies include annotating documents, identifying the author’s perspective and purpose,

connecting documents to historical context, and using evidence to support a clear thesis.

Additional Resources

Causes of the Civil War DBQ Documents Answer Key: An Analytical Review

causes of the civil war dbq documents answer key serve as an essential tool for educators and students alike,
providing clarity and guidance in deciphering the complex origins of one of America's most defining
conflicts. The Document-Based Question (DBQ) format challenges learners to analyze primary source
materials and construct evidence-based responses, and having an accurate answer key is crucial for
ensuring historical accuracy and comprehension. This article offers a thorough examination of the causes of
the Civil War through the lens of DBQ documents, while simultaneously reviewing the answer key's role

in contextualizing these causes for educational success.

Understanding the Role of DBQ Documents in Teaching Civil



War Causes

DBQ assignments are designed to immerse students in historical inquiry by presenting them with a
variety of documents—ranging from speeches and political cartoons to legislative acts and personal letters.
The causes of the Civil War DBQ documents answer key not only provides the correct responses but also
elucidates the nuanced factors driving the conflict. These documents often emphasize sectional tensions,

economic disparities, and ideological divisions that culminated in war.

By engaging with DBQ documents, students are encouraged to move beyond memorization and develop
critical thinking skills. The answer key acts as a benchmark, helping learners verify their interpretations
and gain deeper insights into the multifaceted nature of the conflict’s origins. Importantly, it highlights the

interplay between political, social, and economic causes, helping to avoid oversimplification.

Key Causes Highlighted in the Civil War DBQ Answer Key

The causes of the Civil War DBQ documents answer key typically underscores several pivotal themes.
These themes are essential for understanding the context behind the secession of Southern states and the

ensuing conflict.

Slavery and Moral Conflict

One of the predominant issues identified in DBQ documents is slavery. The answer key often points to
documents such as abolitionist speeches, Southern pro-slavery arguments, and legislative acts like the
Fugitive Slave Act and the Missouri Compromise. These texts reveal how slavery was not only an
economic system but also a moral and political battleground. The DBQ answer key helps clarify how
slavery’s expansion into new territories intensified sectionalism, fueling distrust and hostility between

North and South.

States’ Rights and Political Power

Another frequently emphasized cause is the debate over states’ rights versus federal authority. DBQ
documents may include excerpts from political debates and declarations of secession that argue for the
sovereignty of individual states. The answer key elaborates on how Southern states perceived federal
policies—especially those restricting slavery—as infringements on their rights, thereby legitimizing their

decision to secede. This political discord is crucial in understanding the constitutional crises leading to war.



Economic Differences Between the North and South

Economic factors also play a critical role in DBQ analyses. The industrializing North and the agrarian South
had divergent economic interests, which are well documented in the DBQ sources. The answer key
highlights how tariffs, trade policies, and reliance on slave labor created competing economic models. These

disparities contributed to mutual suspicion and resentment, further destabilizing national unity.

The Impact of Key Events and Legislation

DBQ documents often include references to significant events such as the Dred Scott decision, John Brown’s
raid on Harpers Ferry, and the election of Abraham Lincoln. The answer key contextualizes these
moments as accelerants to the conflict, explaining how they heightened sectional animosities and convinced

many Southerners that war was inevitable.

Features of an Effective Causes of the Civil War DBQ Documents
Answer Key

An answer key tailored to the causes of the Civil War DBQ must strike a balance between providing direct

answers and fostering analytical thinking. Here are several features that define its effectiveness:
¢ Detailed Document Analysis: Instead of merely summarizing documents, the answer key should
explain their significance and how they connect to broader themes.

¢ Contextual Background: Providing historical context allows students to grasp why certain documents

mattered at the time and how they influenced public opinion.

e Balanced Perspectives: Highlighting viewpoints from both the North and South prevents one-sided

interpretations and promotes comprehensive understanding.

e Clear Linkages: Demonstrating cause-and-effect relationships between events, policies, and ideologies

helps clarify the complex web of causes.

¢ Guided Writing Tips: Offering suggestions on how to incorporate evidence into essays improves

students’ ability to construct coherent and persuasive arguments.



Comparisons with Other Teaching Resources

‘When compared to traditional textbooks or lecture notes, the causes of the Civil War DBQ documents
answer key offers distinct advantages. It prioritizes primary sources, which are invaluable for authentic
engagement with history. Furthermore, the answer key encourages active learning by prompting

students to interpret and evaluate evidence independently before consulting the provided answers.

However, some educators caution that over-reliance on answer keys might stifle original thought. To
mitigate this, the best DBQ answer keys are designed as reference tools rather than definitive solutions,

encouraging students to develop their own reasoned conclusions before verification.

Pros and Cons of Using DBQ Answer Keys in Civil War Studies

1. Pros:

[¢]

Enhances understanding of complex historical causes

[¢]

Supports development of critical analysis and writing skills

[¢]

Provides a structured framework for interpreting multiple sources

[¢]

Facilitates objective grading and feedback by educators

2. Cons:

o Potentially reduces student creativity if used prematurely

o May oversimplify nuanced arguments if not carefully crafted

o Risk of students memorizing answers rather than engaging deeply



Integrating DBQ Documents Answer Keys into Classroom

Practice

To maximize the educational value of causes of the Civil War DBQ documents answer key, teachers should
employ it as a tool for reflection rather than a shortcut. After students draft their essays, the answer key can
be used to highlight strengths and areas for improvement, fostering a dialogue about historical

interpretation.

Moreover, pairing DBQ assignments with class discussions on the economic, political, and social dimensions
of the Civil War enriches comprehension. Encouraging students to compare their own analyses with the

answer key’s explanations cultivates critical thinking and historical empathy.

The causes of the Civil War remain a subject of enduring interest and debate. The DBQ documents and
their corresponding answer key provide a structured yet flexible approach to exploring these causes in
depth. By blending factual accuracy with interpretive guidance, this educational resource continues to

support meaningful engagement with one of the most pivotal periods in American history.

Causes Of The Civil War Dbq Documents Answer Key

causes of the civil war dbq documents answer key: Document-based Assessment
Activities for U.S. History Classes Kenneth Hilton, 1999 Covers significant eras in U.S. history.
Encourages students to analyze evidence, documents, and other data to make informed decisions.
Includes guidelines for students, answer prompts, and a scoring rubric. Develops essential writing
skills.

causes of the civil war dbq documents answer key: Princeton Review AP European History
Premium Prep, 22nd Edition The Princeton Review, 2023-08-01 PREMIUM PRACTICE FOR A
PERFECT 5—WITH THE MOST PRACTICE ON THE MARKET! Ace the AP European History Exam
with this Premium version of The Princeton Review's comprehensive study guide. Includes 6
full-length practice exams, thorough content reviews, targeted test strategies, and access to online
extras. Techniques That Actually Work ¢ Tried-and-true strategies to help you avoid traps and beat
the test * Tips for pacing yourself and guessing logically * Essential tactics to help you work
smarter, not harder Everything You Need for a High Score ¢ Fully aligned with the latest College
Board standards for AP® European History ¢ Detailed review of the source-based multiple-choice
questions and short-answer questions * Comprehensive guidance for the document-based question
and long essay prompts * Access to study plans, a handy list of key terms and concepts, helpful
pre-college information, and more via your online Student Tools Premium Practice for AP Excellence
* 6 full-length practice tests (4 in the book, 2 online) with complete answer explanations °
End-of-chapter questions for targeted content review ¢ Helpful timelines of major events in
European history

causes of the civil war dbq documents answer key: Princeton Review AP European History
Prep, 22nd Edition The Princeton Review, 2023-10-10 Make sure you're studying with the most



https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-161/causes-of-the-civil-war-dbq-documents-answer-key.pdf

up-to-date prep materials! Look for the newest edition of this title, The Princeton Review AP
European History Premium Prep, 23rd Edition (ISBN: 9780593517673, on-sale August 2024).
Publisher's Note: Products purchased from third-party sellers are not guaranteed by the publisher
for quality or authenticity, and may not include access to online tests or materials included with the
original product.

causes of the civil war dbq documents answer key: Princeton Review AP European
History Prep, 2023 The Princeton Review, 2022-10-11 Make sure you're studying with the most
up-to-date prep materials! Look for the newest edition of this title, The Princeton Review AP
European History Prep, 22nd Edition (ISBN: 9780593517178, on-sale August 2023). Publisher's
Note: Products purchased from third-party sellers are not guaranteed by the publisher for quality or
authenticity, and may not include access to online tests or materials included with the original
product.

causes of the civil war dbq documents answer key: Princeton Review AP European History
Premium Prep, 2023 The Princeton Review, 2022-09-20 Make sure you're studying with the most
up-to-date prep materials! Look for the newest edition of this title, The Princeton Review AP
European History Premium Prep, 22nd Edition (ISBN: 9780593517154, on-sale August 2023).
Publisher's Note: Products purchased from third-party sellers are not guaranteed by the publisher
for quality or authenticity, and may not include access to online tests or materials included with the
original product

causes of the civil war dbq documents answer key: DBQ Practice U. S. History Social
Studies School Service, 2003

causes of the civil war dbq documents answer key: How to Prepare for the Advanced
Placement Examination, AP American History William O. Kellogg, 1993 Includes a review of
United States history, from colonial times to the present, with model questions and answers.

causes of the civil war dbq documents answer key: Doing the DBQ Poster Project
Companion Book , 2004 A set of six posters gives step-by-step directions for writing a
document-based question. Based on AP scoring guides, the posters give students basic instructions
on planning, analyzing documents, formulating a thesis, and writing a sound essay. The reproducible
activity book contains sample DBQs.--Publisher's catalog

causes of the civil war dbq documents answer key: Edsurge 50 States Project Mary Jo
Madda, 2015-02-10 Innovation is alive in American schools! In this special collection compiled by
EdSurge, educators from all 50 US states (along with Puerto Rico and the District of Columbia),
share stories of how they are using technology to inspire students and drive learning in their
classrooms.

causes of the civil war dbq documents answer key: What Caused the Civil War?-U.S
Bedford/St. Martin's, 2018-02-07 This document collection uses primary documents to answer the
question: what caused the Civil War? The collection helps hone students' critical thinking skills by
asking them to consider several questions as they read the documents. Students are guided through
their analysis of the primary sources with an author-provided learning objective, central question,
and historical context.

causes of the civil war dbq documents answer key: The Causes of the Civil War Kenneth M.
Stampp, 1962

causes of the civil war dbq documents answer key: Causes of the Civil War Jason W.
Stevens, David Tucker, 2019-07

causes of the civil war dbq documents answer key: American Civil War: Background and
Causes Gr. 5-8 Deborah Thompson, 2017-05-01 **This is the chapter slice Background and Causes
Gr. 5-8 from the full lesson plan American Civil War** Get a behind the scenes look at a country's
inner conflict. From 1861 to 1865, our resource brings to the forefront a war between the north and
south of the United States. Find out that the main problems that led to the war were slavery,
industry versus agriculture, and state rights. Learn all about Abraham Lincoln, Ulysses S. Grant,
Jefferson Davis, and Robert E. Lee. Research the Gettysburg Address and decide for yourself if it is




one of the most important speeches in American history. Get down and dirty as you learn all about
the attack on Fort Sumter, the battle of Bull Run, and other major meetings of conflict. Delve deeper
into the meaning of the war by exploring its impact on women and African Americans. Learn about
the 13th, 14th, and 15th Amendments made to the U.S. Constitution after the war. Aligned to your
State Standards and written to Bloom's Taxonomy, additional crossword, word search,
comprehension quiz and answer key are also included.

causes of the civil war dbq documents answer key: Fact or Fiction? Researching the Causes
of the American Civil War Tayler Cole, 2018-07-15 What were the causes of the American Civil War?
Although the answer to this question may at first seem easy to identify, in truth the issues that led to
the Civil War were complex and multifaceted. Readers will analyze popular beliefs surrounding the
causes of the Civil War. They'll be required to think critically and to identify which proposed causes
can be reinforced by reliable information as fact, and which are fictitious.

causes of the civil war dbq documents answer key: Social Studies Test Paparation Civil War
Student Edition christi parker,

causes of the civil war dbq documents answer key: Causes of the Civil War: A House
Divided Heather Schwartz, 2017-01-30 Provide an engaging nonfiction book for students as they
explore some of the causes of the Civil War. Students will examine the divisive events in the
nineteenth century that led up to the war, including the Missouri Compromise, the Compromise of
1850, the Kansas-Nebraska Act, the Dred Scott decision, and more. Breathe life into the pages of
history with primary source documents that offer significant clues on what life might have been like
during this turbulent time in American history. Causes of the Civil War: A House Divided book Helps
build content knowledge across geography, history, and other social studies strands, Supports
diverse learning needs, including various learning styles, below-level, above-level, and English
language learners, Includes text features such as captions, bold print, a glossary, and an index to
boost academic vocabulary and understanding, Challenges students and extends their learning with
an engaging Your Turn! activity, Aligns with state standards as well as McREL, WIDA/TESOL, and
the NCSS/C3 Framework to prepare students for college and career readiness, Deepen students'
understanding of the causes of the Civil War and bring history to life with Causes of the Civil War: A
House Divided book!

causes of the civil war dbq documents answer key: Armed Conflict and the American
Civil War Anthony Scotti, 2022 This document-based question (DBQ) module brings together
primary sources along with practice questions for students to sharpen their history skills.

causes of the civil war dbq documents answer key: The Causes of the Civil War Dale
Anderson, 2004 By the middle of the nineteenth century, the United States was a deeply divided
nation. The North and South clashed over many issues -- economic issues, how to organize new land
in the West, and in particular, the South's peculiar institution, slavery. This book uncovers the roots
of the Civil War, highlighting the roles played by key individuals such as Abraham Lincoln and
Jefferson Davis. Book jacket.

causes of the civil war dbq documents answer key: Historic Papers on the Causes of the
Civil War Eugenia Dunlap Potts, 2012-08-01 Unlike some other reproductions of classic texts (1) We
have not used OCR(Optical Character Recognition), as this leads to bad quality books with
introduced typos. (2) In books where there are images such as portraits, maps, sketches etc We have
endeavoured to keep the quality of these images, so they represent accurately the original artefact.
Although occasionally there may be certain imperfections with these old texts, we feel they deserve
to be made available for future generations to enjoy.

causes of the civil war dbq documents answer key: United States History Jerome
McDuffie, Gary Piggrem, Steven E. Woodworth, 1999-12-03 A NEWER EDITION OF THIS TITLE IS
AVAILABLE. SEE ISBN: 978-0-7386-0624-8 Get the AP college credits you've worked so hard for...
Our savvy test experts show you the way to master the test and score higher. This new and fully
expanded edition includes a comprehensive review course of all the topics covered on the exam: the
Colonial Period, the American Revolution, the U.S. Constitution, Westward expansion, the Civil War,



Reconstruction, Industrialism, World War I, the Great Depression, World War II, the Vietnam Era,
Watergate, Carter, and the New Conservatism. Features 6 full-length practice exams with all
answers thoroughly explained. Includes CD-ROM software containing 3 of the book's tests as timed,
computerized exams that provide actual exam conditions with controlled timing and question order.
Your score and test performance are automatically calculated plus the program provides analysis of
your performance with suggestions for further study. Follow up your study with REA's test-taking
strategies, powerhouse drills and study schedule that get you ready for test day. DETAILS-
Comprehensive, up-to-date subject review of every US history topic used in the AP exam- 6
full-length practice exams. All exam answers are fully detailed with easy-to-follow, easy-to-grasp
explanations.- CD-ROM TESTware program containing 3 of the book's 6 practice exams to give you
the closest thing to experiencing an exam live at a computer testing center.- Study schedule tailored
to your needs- Packed with proven key exam tips, insights and advice SYSTEM
REQUIREMENTSTESTware CD-ROM is both Windows and Macintosh compatible. > Suitable for any
PC with 16 MB of RAM minimum, Windows 98 or later. > Any Macintosh with a 68020 or higher
processor, 16 MB of RAM minimum, System 7.1 through 10.2x. TABLE OF CONTENTSABOUT OUR
BOOK AND TESTwareABOUT THE TESTABOUT THE REVIEW SECTIONSCORING THE
EXAMCONTACTING THE AP PROGRAMAP U.S. HISTORY STUDY SCHEDULEAP UNITED STATES
HISTORY COURSE REVIEW 1 The Colonial Period (1500-1763)2 The American Revolution
(1763-1787)3 The United States Constitution (1787-1789)4 The New Nation (1789-1824)5
Jacksonian Democracy and Westward Expansion (1824-1850)6 Sectional Conflict and the Causes of
the Civil War (1850-1860)7 The Civil War and Reconstruction (1860-1877)8 Industrialism, War, and
the Progressive Era (1877-1912)9 Wilson and World War I (1912-1920)10 The Roaring Twenties and
Economic Collapse (1920-1929)11 The Great Depression and the New Deal (1929-1941)12 World
War II and the Post-War Era (1941-1960)13 The New Frontier, Vietnam, and Social Upheaval
(1960-1972)14 Watergate, Carter, and the New Conservatism (1972-2001)AP UNITED STATES
HISTORY PRACTICE TESTSTest 1 Answer SheetAnswer KeyDetailed Explanations of AnswersTest
2Answer SheetAnswer KeyDetailed Explanations of AnswersTest 3 Answer SheetAnswer KeyDetailed
Explanations of AnswersTest 4 Answer SheetAnswer KeyDetailed Explanations of AnswersTest 5
Answer SheetAnswer KeyDetailed Explanations of AnswersTest 6 Answer SheetAnswer KeyDetailed
Explanations of AnswersINSTALLING REA's TESTwareTechnical SupportUSING YOUR
INTERACTIVE TESTwareAbout Research & Education Association AP US HISTORY EXCERPT
ABOUT OUR BOOK AND TESTwareThis book - along with our exclusive AP U.S. History TESTware
software - provides an accurate and complete representation of the Advanced Placement
Examination in U.S. History. REA's comprehensive course review, frequently cited as the best on the
bookshelf, and our six practice exams are based on the format of the latest AP U.S. History Exam.
Each of our practice exams includes every type of question that you can expect to encounter when
you take the AP exam. Following each REA practice exam is an answer key complete with detailed
explanations. Our explanations are designed to contextualize he material so that it will stick with you
and thus boost your command of the subject matter and the ins and outs of the AP itself. Our printed
practice exams 4, 5, and 6 are also on CD-ROM are part of our interactive AP U.S. History
TESTware. Taking the exams on the computer will afford you additional study features and the
benefits of enforced timed conditions, individual diagnostic analysis of what subjects need extra
study, and instant scoring. For your convenience, our TESTware has been provided for you in both
Windows and Macintosh formats. Many features are included that you will find helpful as you
prepare for the AP U.S. History Test. See page ix for our study schedule and guidance on how to
gain maximum benefits from this book and software package. (For instructions on how to install and
use our software, please refer to the appendix at the back of the book.) By studying our review
section, completing all six practice exams, and carefully checking the answer explanations, students
can discover their strengths and weaknesses and prepare themselves effectively for the actual AP
U.S. History Examination. Teachers of AP U.S. History courses will also find REA's book and
software to be an excellent resource in the classroom. In fact, many AP instructors use it as a



supplementary text because it so comprehensively supports and addresses specific curriculum
objectives for the course and exam. Our interactive TESTware software is an outstanding tool to
help boost your students' test-taking confidence. For TESTware site-license information, point your
Web browser to www.rea.com and click on Teachers' Corner. ABOUT THE TESTThe Advanced
Placement Program is designed to allow high school students to pursue college-level studies while
attending high school. The three-hour five-minute AP U.S. History exam is usually given to high
school students who have completed a year's study in a college-level U.S. History course. The test
results are then used to determine the awarding of course credit and/or advanced course placement
in college. According to the College Board, students taking this exam are called upon to demonstrate
systematic factual knowledge and bring to bear critical, persuasive analysis of the full sweep of U.S.
history. This is why we make every effort to establish and build upon context for you, rather than
encouraging rote memorization of disconnected facts. The AP U.S. History Exam is divided into two
sections: 1) Multiple-Choice: This section is composed of 80 multiple-choice questions designed to
gauge your ability to understand and analyze U.S. history from the Colonial period to the present.
The majority of the questions, however, are based on 19th- and 20th-century history. This section
tests factual knowledge, scope of preparation, and knowledge-based analytical skills. You'll have 55
minutes to complete this section, which accounts for 50 percent of your final grade. 2)
Free-Response: This section is composed of three essay questions designed to measure your ability
to write coherent, intelligent, well-organized essays on historical topics. The essays require you to
demonstrate mastery of historical interpretation and the ability to express views and knowledge in
writing. The essays may relate documents to different areas, analyze common themes of different
time periods, or compare individual and group experiences which reflect socioeconomic, racial,
gender, and ethnic differences. Part A consists of a mandatory 15-minute reading period, followed by
45 minutes during which you must answer a document-based question (DBQ), which changes from
year to year. In Part B the student chooses to answer on two of the topics that are given. You will
have 70 minutes to write these essays. The free-response section counts for 50 percent of your final
grade. These topics are broken down into thirds: - Political Institutions (1/3rd)- Social and Economic
Change (1/3rd)- Behavior and Public Policy, Diplomacy and International Relations, Intellectual and
Cultural Development (1/3rd) The time periods covered are as follows: - Pre-Colonial through 1789
(1/6th of exam)- 1790-1914 (1/2 of exam)- 1915-present (1/3rd of exam) ABOUT THE REVIEW
SECTIONThis book begins with REA's concise yet thorough 230-page review of U.S. history
designed to acquaint you with the exam's scope of coverage. Our review covers these topics and
historical time periods: - The Colonial Period (1500-1763)- The American Revolution (1763-1787)-
The United States Constitution (1787-1789)- The New National (1789-1824)- Jacksonian Democracy
and Westward Expansion (1824-1850)- Sectional Conflict and The Causes of the Civil War
(1850-1860)- The Civil War and Reconstruction (1860-1877)- Industrialism, War, and the Progressive
Era (1877-1912)- Wilson and World War I (1912-1920)- The Roaring Twenties and Economic
Collapse (1920-1929)- The Great Depression and the New Deal (1929-1941)- World War II and the
Post-War Era (1941-1960)- The New Frontier, Vietnam, and Social Upheaval (1960-1972)-
Watergate, Carter, and the New Conservatism (1972-2001) SCORING THE EXAMThe
multiple-choice section of the exam is scored by crediting each correct answer with one point and
deducting one-fourth of a point for each incorrect answer. You will neither receive a credit nor suffer
a deduction for unanswered questions. The free-response essays are graded by instructors and
professors from across the country who come together each June for a week of non-stop AP essay
grading. Each essay booklet is read and scored by several graders. Each grader provides a score for
the individual essays. The DBQ is scored on a scale from 0 to 15, 0 being the lowest and 15 the
highest. Each topic-based essay receives a score from 0 to 9. These scores are concealed so that
each grader is unaware of the previous graders' assessments. When the essays have been graded
completely, the scores are averaged-one score for each essay-so that the free-response section
generates three scores. The total weight of the free-response section is 50 percent of the total score.
Your work in the multiple-choice section counts for the other 50 percent. Each year, grades fluctuate



slightly because the grading scale is adjusted to take into account the performance of the total AP
U.S. History test-taker population. When used with the corresponding chart, the scoring method we
present here will strongly approximate the score you would receive if you were sitting for the actual
AP U.S. History exam. SCORING THE MULTIPLE-CHOICE SECTIONFor the multiple-choice section,
use this formula to calculate your raw score: Number right - (number wrong x 1/4) = raw score
(round to the nearest whole number) SCORING THE FREE-RESPONSE SECTIONFor the
free-response section, use this formula to calculate your raw score: DBQ + Essay #1 + Essay #2 +
= raw score (round to the nearest whole number) You may want to give your essays three different
grades, such as a 13, 10, and an 8, and then calculate your score three ways: as if you did well,
average, and poorly. This will give you a safe estimate of how you will do on the actual exam. Try to
be objective about grading your own essays. If possible, have a friend, teacher, or parent grade them
for you. Make sure your essays follow all of the AP requirements before you assess the score. The
statistical formulations used by the AP Program preclude our REA practice-test scoring system from
precisely replicating the procedures and determinations of the AP Program. Bear in mind that the
cut-off point between each of the five AP grades typically shifts slightly from year to year. This
occurs both because one year's exam cannot be expected to be exactly as difficult as another year's
and because no two test-taker groups can be expected to be equally strong. THE COMPOSITE
SCORETo obtain your composite score, use this method: 1.13 x multiple choice raw score =
weighted multiple-choice score (do not round)2.73 x free response raw score = weighted free
response score (do not round) Now, add the two weighted sections together and round to the
nearest whole number. The result is your total composite score. See the range within which your
score falls on this table to approximate your final grade: AP Grade / Composite Score Rangeb /
114-1804 / 91-1133/ 74-902 / 49-731 / 0-48 These overall scores are interpreted as follows:
5-extremely well qualified;4-well qualified; 3-qualified, 2-possibly qualified; and 1-no
recommendation. Most colleges grant students who earn a 3 or better either college credit or
advanced placement. Check with your high school's guidance office about specific requirements.
CONTACTING THE AP PROGRAMProspective examinees should download from the College
Entrance Examination Board's Website or request by phone the free bulletin offering a general
description of the AP Program, including policies and procedures as well as instructions on how to
register for the AP Examination in United States History. Here's how to contact the College Board:
Advanced Placement ProgramDept. E-22P.0. Box 6670Princeton, NJ 08541-6670Phone: (609)
771-7300Website: http: //www.collegeboard.com/ap
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