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California Notary Practice Exam 2023: Your Guide to Success

california notary practice exam 2023 is an essential step for anyone looking to become a commissioned
notary public in the Golden State this year. If you’re preparing to take the exam, understanding not only
the content but also the structure and best strategies to approach it can make a huge difference in your
confidence and performance. Becoming a California notary opens doors to a rewarding role that serves
communities by authenticating important documents, preventing fraud, and ensuring trust in various legal
and business transactions.

In this article, we’ll explore everything you need to know about the California notary practice exam 2023
— from what topics you should focus on, to how to prepare effectively, and the key resources that can help
you succeed. Whether you’re a first-time test taker or someone brushing up on your knowledge, this
guide is designed to make your exam journey smoother and more manageable.

Understanding the California Notary Practice Exam 2023

The California notary practice exam is not just a formality; it’s a carefully designed assessment that tests
your knowledge of the laws and responsibilities that govern notaries public in California. The exam is
administered by the California Secretary of State and is required for all applicants seeking a new notary
commission.

What Does the Exam Cover?

The exam questions are based on the California Notary Public Handbook, which outlines the legal
framework and practical duties of a notary. Key topics include:

The powers and limitations of a notary public

Proper identification methods for signers

Handling acknowledgments, jurats, and oaths

Recordkeeping and journal requirements

Notary seals and certificates



Prohibited acts and penalties for misconduct

Specific scenarios such as notarizing for family members or handling electronic notarizations

Understanding these areas thoroughly will help you navigate the questions more confidently.

Format and Scoring

The California notary practice exam 2023 typically consists of multiple-choice questions. The number of
questions can vary, but candidates usually face around 30 to 40 questions. You need to achieve a passing
score, which is generally set at 70% or higher, to qualify for your notary commission.

Tips for Preparing for the California Notary Practice Exam 2023

Preparation is key to acing the California notary practice exam 2023. Here are some effective strategies to
help you get ready:

1. Study the Official California Notary Public Handbook

This handbook is your primary resource. It’s freely available on the California Secretary of State’s website
and covers all the rules and procedures you’ll be tested on. Reading it thoroughly and taking notes on
important sections is crucial.

2. Take Practice Exams

One of the best ways to familiarize yourself with the exam format is by taking practice tests. These
simulated exams help you get used to the question style and identify areas where you might need more
review. Many online platforms offer updated practice exams tailored to 2023 standards.

3. Focus on Real-Life Notary Scenarios

The exam often includes situational questions that require you to apply your knowledge. Try to visualize
or role-play common notary situations, such as verifying a signer’s identity or refusing to notarize when



something seems suspicious. This practical approach helps deepen your understanding beyond rote
memorization.

4. Join Notary Study Groups or Workshops

Connecting with other aspiring notaries can provide support and additional learning opportunities. Many
community colleges, adult education centers, and online forums offer workshops and study sessions
specifically geared toward the California notary exam.

5. Manage Your Time Wisely During the Exam

During the test, keep an eye on the clock but don’t rush. Read questions carefully, eliminate obviously
wrong answers, and make educated guesses if needed. Practice exams can also help you develop good
pacing.

Key Resources for the California Notary Practice Exam 2023

Having the right materials at your fingertips can streamline your preparation. Here are some must-have
resources:

Official California Notary Public Handbook

As mentioned, this handbook is the foundation of your study. Updated regularly, it reflects the latest laws
and regulations affecting notaries in California.

Online Practice Test Platforms

Websites such as Notary.net, OnlineNotary.org, and others offer free and paid practice tests. Choose
platforms that provide detailed explanations for answers to deepen your understanding.

California Secretary of State Website

Besides the handbook, the Secretary of State’s site offers valuable information on application procedures,



fees, and common exam questions that have been released or discussed.

Notary Training Courses

If you prefer structured learning, consider enrolling in a California notary training course. Many courses
combine video lessons, quizzes, and interactive components tailored to the 2023 exam content.

Common Challenges and How to Overcome Them

Many candidates find certain aspects of the California notary practice exam challenging. Awareness of these
pitfalls can help you avoid them.

Legal Terminology

Sometimes, legal jargon can seem intimidating. To overcome this, try to create flashcards with key terms
and their definitions. Repetition and usage in context will make these terms easier to remember.

Understanding the Scope of Notary Duties

Many people underestimate the importance of knowing what a notary can and cannot do. Pay particular
attention to prohibited acts and ethical guidelines to avoid costly mistakes in your future role.

Applying Knowledge in Scenario-Based Questions

If scenario questions trip you up, practice breaking down the facts and identifying the key legal principles
involved. Discussing these scenarios with peers or instructors can also provide clarity.

The Importance of Staying Updated Beyond the Exam

Passing the California notary practice exam 2023 is just the beginning. Notary laws and procedures can
change, so staying informed is vital to maintaining your commission and performing your duties correctly.
Subscribing to newsletters from the Secretary of State and periodically reviewing updated handbooks can
keep you sharp.



Becoming a California notary public is a meaningful responsibility that demands a solid understanding of
state laws and ethical conduct. Preparing thoroughly for the California notary practice exam 2023 ensures
you start your notary career with confidence and competence. With dedication, the right resources, and
smart study habits, you’ll be well on your way to joining the ranks of California’s trusted notaries.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the format of the California Notary Practice Exam 2023?
The California Notary Practice Exam 2023 consists of 30 multiple-choice questions covering laws,
procedures, and ethical responsibilities of a notary public in California.

Where can I find study materials for the California Notary Practice Exam
2023?
Study materials for the 2023 exam can be found on the California Secretary of State's official website,
including the Notary Public Handbook and practice exams.

How much time is allotted to complete the California Notary Practice
Exam 2023?
Candidates are typically given 30 minutes to complete the California Notary Practice Exam 2023.

What is the passing score for the California Notary Practice Exam 2023?
To pass the California Notary Practice Exam 2023, candidates must correctly answer at least 70% of the
questions.

Are there any changes in the California Notary Practice Exam for 2023
compared to previous years?
Yes, the 2023 exam includes updated questions reflecting recent changes in notary laws and regulations
effective as of 2023.

Can I take the California Notary Practice Exam 2023 online?
Currently, the California Notary Practice Exam 2023 must be taken in person at authorized testing locations
and is not available online.



How often is the California Notary Practice Exam updated?
The California Notary Practice Exam is updated periodically to reflect changes in laws, with the latest
update implemented in 2023.

What topics are covered in the California Notary Practice Exam 2023?
The exam covers topics including notary qualifications, duties, prohibited acts, journal requirements, and
California notary laws and regulations.

Additional Resources
California Notary Practice Exam 2023: An In-Depth Review and Analysis

california notary practice exam 2023 continues to be a critical resource for aspiring notaries public aiming to
pass the official state examination. As the demand for notarization services grows amid increased legal
documentation and digital transactions, understanding the nuances of the California notary exam is more
important than ever. This article provides a comprehensive review of the 2023 edition of the practice
exam, highlighting its structure, content, and effectiveness in preparing candidates for the real test.

Understanding the California Notary Practice Exam 2023

The California notary practice exam 2023 is designed to simulate the official exam administered by the
Secretary of State. It covers key topics such as the notary public’s duties, powers, and limitations under
California law. The practice exam serves as a preparatory tool, helping candidates familiarize themselves
with question formats and the type of content they will encounter on the actual test.

California’s notary exam is known for its focus on practical knowledge over rote memorization. Candidates
must demonstrate an understanding of legal requirements, proper procedures for notarization, and ethical
considerations. The 2023 practice exam reflects these priorities by incorporating scenario-based questions
and legal interpretations relevant to current state statutes.

Content Overview and Key Features

The 2023 practice test includes a variety of question types, primarily multiple-choice, designed to challenge
candidates on multiple aspects of notarial duties. Major content areas include:

Notary Eligibility and Appointment Process: Requirements to become a notary in California,



including age, residency, and background checks.

Performing a Notarial Act: Proper verification of signer identity, acknowledgment procedures, and
jurats.

Notarial Certificates and Journal Entries: Correct completion of certificates and accurate record-
keeping practices.

Prohibited Acts and Liability: Actions not permitted to notaries and the legal consequences of
misconduct.

Recent Legislative Updates: Changes to laws affecting notaries, reflecting amendments passed prior
to 2023.

One notable feature of the 2023 version is its inclusion of questions related to remote online notarization
(RON), a relatively new development in California’s notary landscape. This demonstrates the exam’s
commitment to keeping pace with evolving industry standards.

Comparative Analysis of the 2023 Practice Exam vs. Previous
Editions

When compared to earlier practice exams from 2021 and 2022, the 2023 version exhibits several
enhancements aimed at improving candidate readiness and exam accuracy.

Increased Emphasis on Practical Scenarios

While past exams leaned heavily on straightforward regulatory questions, the 2023 practice test integrates
more real-world scenarios that challenge candidates to apply their knowledge contextually. For example,
candidates might be asked how they would handle a signer who appears intoxicated or how to process a
notarization request involving complex power of attorney documents.

Updated Legal References

Legal statutes governing notarial acts can change periodically. The 2023 practice exam incorporates the
latest amendments to the California Government Code and Civil Code sections relevant to notaries,
ensuring that candidates study the most current information. This adaptation is crucial for maintaining



compliance with state requirements and avoiding outdated practices.

Inclusion of Technology and Remote Notarization

Reflecting the growing acceptance of digital tools in notarization, the 2023 practice exam includes questions
about electronic signatures, identity verification technologies, and the procedural framework for remote
notarizations. This inclusion is significant, as it prepares candidates for the expanding scope of notarial duties
in the digital era.

Pros and Cons of Using the California Notary Practice Exam 2023

Any preparatory material has strengths and limitations. The 2023 practice exam is no exception.

Pros

Comprehensive Coverage: Addresses a wide range of topics pertinent to the California notary role.

Realistic Question Format: Mimics the style and difficulty level of the official exam.

Updated Content: Reflects current laws and technological innovations, particularly regarding remote
notarization.

Scenario-Based Learning: Encourages critical thinking and application of laws rather than
memorization.

Accessible Practice: Available through multiple platforms including official online portals and third-
party providers.

Cons

Limited Explanations: Some practice questions offer minimal rationale for correct answers, which
may hinder deeper understanding.



Variable Quality Among Providers: While the official state practice exam maintains high standards,
third-party versions may vary widely in accuracy and relevance.

Focus on Written Knowledge: Practical skills such as journal maintenance and identification
verification are difficult to assess through practice tests alone.

Optimizing Preparation with the California Notary Practice
Exam 2023

To maximize the benefit of the California notary practice exam 2023, candidates should integrate it within a
broader study strategy.

Supplemental Study Materials

Using official handbooks, updated legal texts, and video tutorials can complement the practice exam. The
California Secretary of State’s Notary Public Handbook is an essential companion resource, offering detailed
explanations and examples that clarify complex topics.

Repeated Testing and Review

Taking multiple practice exams helps identify knowledge gaps and reinforces learning. Candidates should
review incorrect answers carefully and consult authoritative sources to understand the underlying laws
and procedures.

Practical Experience and Workshops

Engaging in workshops or training sessions that simulate notarization tasks can enhance understanding
beyond the written test. Hands-on practice in journal keeping, stamp usage, and identity verification builds
confidence and competence.



Where to Access the 2023 California Notary Practice Exam

The official California Secretary of State website remains the primary source for the most accurate and
updated practice exams. Additionally, reputable third-party education providers often offer interactive
online exams, flashcards, and timed quizzes tailored to the 2023 exam standards.

Careful selection of study platforms is advised, prioritizing those with positive reviews and clear alignment
with current California notary laws.

As the notary public role continues to evolve with legal and technological advancements, the California
notary practice exam 2023 stands as a vital resource for certification candidates. Its combination of updated
content, practical application, and realistic question formats equips aspiring notaries with the tools needed to
navigate the complexities of their duties effectively.
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  california notary practice exam 2023: Louisiana Notary Exam Sample Questions and
Answers 2023 Steven Alan Childress, 2023-02-07 PREVIOUS EDITION FOR 2023, keyed to the
previous Study Guide's page numbers: Look for a newer edition, using the current Study Guide.
Questions and answers in four separate tests—plus detailed explanations for each right and wrong
answer, referencing the latest official state Study Guide—help coach students for the difficult exam.
This independent resource at last takes notary prep to the next level by revealing the tricks of
questions and formats, tactics for the test, and the law behind it. More generally, it serves as a
master class in answering multiple choice questions and tackling tricky exams. Louisiana civil law
notaries have unmatched functions, responsibilities, and opportunities—but the exam averages a
20% pass rate. Candidates need all the help they can get. The best prep classes and study groups
recommend multiple practice questions to understand the format, content, and coverage of the
actual exams the Secretary of State administers each year. Yet even the best workbooks and study
aids are costly but barebones in the answers they provide. Their questions help, but students are left
matching answers to page numbers. There’s no guidance on why they’re right—and even less about
why other good options aren’t “best.” This book fills that void with 130 questions and detailed
clarifications, plus tactics illustrated by specific formats and options. Explanations are keyed in
detail to the 2023 Fundamentals (state study guide). Dr. Childress, author of a best-selling
supplemental book decoding the state study guide and teacher of Tulane’s undergraduate course in
notary law, explains every twist he can think of that the examiners may try. Whether as a
recommended supplement to a prep class, as spelled-out lagniappe to other available workbooks, or
as a new tool for self-study, this workbook should become standard fare for anyone contemplating
becoming a commissioned notary. An affordable addition to the Self-Study Sherpa Series from Quid
Pro Books.
  california notary practice exam 2023: California Notary Public Study Guide with 7 Practice
Exams: 280 Practice Questions and 100+ Bonus Questions Included Foundry Direct LLC, 2023-10-02
At Bolton Prep, we understand the challenge of mastering complex notary public laws and legal
terminology. That's why we've transformed these intricate topics into easily digestible summaries.
With our guide, you'll swiftly grasp the entire California notary public handbook without hours of

https://www.americancontractorsorganization.org/archive-th-161/california-notary-practice-exam-2023.pdf


tedious study.Inside Bolton Prep's comprehensive study guide, you'll find:- Thorough coverage of
California Notary Public Laws- Clarity on Legal Terms and Rules- Invaluable Test-taking Tips and
Strategies- 7 Full Practice Tests with Answers- Plus, over 100 Bonus True/False Statements to
further enhance your readinessWhether you're on your journey to becoming a notary public or
aiming to renew your certification, this guide is your roadmap to success. Get ready to conquer the
California Notary Exam with confidence!
  california notary practice exam 2023: California Notary Public Exam Second Edition
Angelo Tropea, 2023-04-09 NEW BOOK 2023 to help you pass the notary public exam and become a
more professional practicing notary public! The following are reasons why you should use this book
to prepare for the exam: - This book was developed by a team with more than 30 years of experience
in preparing candidates for civil service and other professional exams. - The book utilizes the
question-and-answer method of subject presentation and studying which has a long history of
success. - Selected legal terms are explained in clear English to help you better understand the law
and be a more knowledgeable practicing notary public. - Quick Questions in flash card format help
you memorize important facts. - Multiple-Choice Questions help you to connect important aspects of
the law. - Practice exams help you to further sharpen up for both the format and subject matter of
the notary exam. Prepare for success! Use this book now - and during your notary public career.
  california notary practice exam 2023: Become a Notary Public in Louisiana (New for
2023-2024) Steven Alan Childress, 2023-03-13 NOTE!: New edition in 2025 supersedes this
2023-2024 one, and is a fully updated version of this much-read introduction to the office of Notary
Public. Louisiana civil law notaries enjoy functions, responsibilities, and earning potential
unmatched in any other state — and reserved there to attorneys. Louisiana notaries wield the power
not just to verify signatures but also to create the legal papers they notarize, including affidavits,
donations, powers of attorney, and even wills and trusts. And so much more, with no educational
requirement beyond high school ... but a state exam that is famously challenging. The entire process
to become a notary is difficult, and wrapped in some mystery. This book is helpful if you’re in the
beginning stages of becoming a notary public. Or just thinking about joining the profession. It’s
about the process of registering to be a notary, and why you’d want to. It’s about the classes, books,
resources, and options available to prep for the exam. It’s not a study guide to the test’s content
itself. Other books do that, including the best-selling Sidepiece guide also by Prof. Childress of
Tulane Law School. But it does explain the format of the exam and the structure of questions so that
a candidate knows how to start studying. Previously, no one had offered a guide to the preliminary
but confusing steps you take to be eligible for the exam — or rules and tips you’d want to know right
away about the exam process and its “open book.” Website information can be unclear and
incomplete, without disclosing the realities. This book is about “what I wish someone told me from
Day One when I was considering becoming a notary in Louisiana.” An affordable addition to the
Sherpa Series from Quid Pro Books.
  california notary practice exam 2023: California Notary Public 6 Full Practice Exams Angelo
Tropea, 2023-04-24 Ace the California Notary Public Exam! - Prepared by a team with 30+ years of
experience - 6 FULL EXAMS - Questions that both quiz and instruct - 270 Questions and Answers -
Everything you need to score high! Prepare for success! Use this book now to ACE THE EXAM!
  california notary practice exam 2023: California Notary Public Exam Angelo Tropea,
2016-10-25 This book helps you pass the notary public exam and become a more professional
practicing notary public. The following are reasons why you should use this book to prepare for the
exam: 1. The author is an expert at preparing candidates for civil service exams, with more than 30
years of experience. 2. The book utilizes the question and answer method of subject presentation
and studying which has a long history of success. 3. Selected legal terms are explained to help you
better understand the law and be a more knowledgeable practicing notary public. 4. Quick
Questions in flash card format help you memorize important facts. 5. Multiple Choice Questions help
you to connect important aspects of the law. 6. Practice exams help you to further sharpen up for
both the format and subject matter of the notary exam. Prepare for success! Use this book now - and



during your notary public career.
  california notary practice exam 2023: California Notary Public Tyrina Quinn, 2014-05-01
The California Notary Public, Exam Prep Workbook is fully equipped to aid in preparing for the
California State Notary Exam. It includes Four easy to read chapters, with each chapter concluding
with a chapter summary. It also includes sample documents, a glossary of terms and 2 full-length
practice exams. It is guaranteed to provide you with the confidence and knowledge needed to pass
the State Exam.
  california notary practice exam 2023: California Notary Public Exam Review Guide Seth
Patton, 2013-10-10 The California Notary Public Exam Review Guide gives you everything you need
to prepare to ace the Notary Pubic Exam. This how to manual contains three full length practice
exams, a solid glossary of legal terms, and insider tips about the exam and question content.
  california notary practice exam 2023: California Notary Public Exam 200 Sample Questions
and Answers (2017) Swaranjit Singh, 2017-06-11 The book contains 200 Sample Questions and
Answers to prepare applicants to pass the California State Notary Public Examination to obtain their
Notary Public Commission. An all-out effort has been made to cover all the aspects of the entire
syllabus in form of questions and answers. This book will facilitate greatly after you have studied the
Notary Handbook to check and improve your knowledge. Do not expect the questions in the State
exam to be exactly identical as those given here. Sometimes the same question will be worded
differently and asked. The book is updated every year incorporating changes if any.For more
information on California State approved Notary Public Education, email at: info@NotaryAAA.com
  california notary practice exam 2023: California Notary Public Exam Educational Testing
Group, 2018-02-06 This practice test includes 144 questions about California Notary Public Exam.
The test has been carefully developed to assist you to pass your actual test. It will help you prepare
for and pass your exam on the first attempt but it does not include any study guide. The book
focuses only on carefully selected practice questions. Two main topics; GENERAL KNOWLEDGE,
and LEGAL are covered in this test. General Knowledge questions focus on; #9642 Basic Concepts
#9642 Local Issues Legal questions focus on; #9642 Rules #9642 Duties.
  california notary practice exam 2023: Preparing for the California Notary Public Exam
National Notary Association (U.S.), 1997-12
  california notary practice exam 2023: Preparing for the California Notary National
Notary Association, National Notary Association Staff, 1999-07-25
  california notary practice exam 2023: Preparing for the California Notary Public Exam
National Notary Association, National Notary Association Editors, 1995-01-01
  california notary practice exam 2023: California Notary Public Study Guide Jamie Kemp,
2025-01-29 Have you ever wondered who ensures that important documents are signed legally and
ethically? Who verifies identities, prevents fraud, and safeguards the integrity of transactions in a
world where trust is paramount? The answer lies in the role of a Notary Public. This indispensable
professional is central to countless legal and business processes, from real estate transactions to
powers of attorney, making their responsibilities critical to maintaining security and transparency. If
you’re looking to become a Notary Public in California or simply want to deepen your knowledge of
the notarial process, understanding the nuances of the role is essential. This comprehensive guide
offers everything you need to know, covering the key duties, ethical practices, and legal
responsibilities that come with the position. Whether you are preparing for the California Notary
Public Exam or seeking to expand your expertise, this book offers practical tips, step-by-step
instructions, and real-world insights into the notary profession. Learn about the qualifications
required to become a notary, how to apply, and the process of obtaining a commission in California.
You’ll also explore the specifics of the notary exam format, how to handle notarizations accurately,
and the common mistakes to avoid. The book delves into important topics like proper recordkeeping,
completing notary journals, and understanding the various certificates needed for notarizations. One
of the key focuses of this guide is maintaining impartiality and ethical practices. Notaries must
adhere to strict ethical standards, ensuring they do not have a conflict of interest and that all parties



involved are treated fairly. The book emphasizes the importance of confidentiality and the legal
ramifications of misconduct, providing valuable insights on how to avoid penalties. For those
interested in specialized notarizations, such as real estate documents, loan signings, and
international document authentication (apostilles), this guide offers clear instructions and practical
examples. Whether you are a seasoned notary or just starting out, you will find in-depth information
on handling various scenarios, including working with non-English speakers and handling
documents involving powers of attorney and trusts. Packed with useful tips, study strategies, and
over 200 practice questions, this book is the ultimate resource for anyone looking to succeed as a
Notary Public in California. Prepare yourself for the exam and your professional career with
confidence, knowing you have all the tools you need to succeed.
  california notary practice exam 2023: Bowker's Law Books and Serials in Print , 1984
  california notary practice exam 2023: California Notary Public Test Guide CHARLES.
JOHN, 2025-01-19 Ace your California Notary Public Test with confidence! The California Notary
Public Test Guide is your go-to resource for mastering the knowledge and skills needed to succeed in
this important profession. What's inside: Comprehensive Coverage: Clear explanations of California
notary laws and essential procedures. Practice Questions: 250 exam-style questions with Answers.
Step-by-Step Instructions: Guidance on performing key notarial acts like acknowledgments and
jurats. Compliance Essentials: Up-to-date insights on state regulations to help you avoid mistakes.
Whether you're a first-time applicant or renewing your commission, this guide provides practical
advice, real-world examples, and proven strategies to help you succeed as a California notary public.
Start your journey to success today! Get your copy now and take the first step toward becoming a
trusted notary public.
  california notary practice exam 2023: Ace the California Notary Exam , 2004
  california notary practice exam 2023: American Globe , 1915
  california notary practice exam 2023: California State Notary Public: A Guide and Reference
Manual MR Chris Morgan, 2011-08 UPDATED FOR 2014 The California State Notary Public: Guide
and Reference Manual was written to help individuals that are preparing to take the California State
notary exam. Additionally, it serves as a great reference manual for commissioned notaries public as
they pursue their careers. This book includes 6 chapters with 5 true/false exams, a chapter on
codified notary law, 6 full-length practice exams, a glossary of notarial terms, a list of California
County Recorders offices, all official U.S. notaries public contacts, by state, and much more. The
material in this manual has been developed over a 22-year period and used in the training of over
9,000 individuals to take and pass the state exam. These individuals have gone on to operate
successfully as notaries public. There is no other book that can better prepare you for the California
State Notary Examination.
  california notary practice exam 2023: Louisiana Notary Exam Sidepiece to the 2023
Study Guide Steven Alan Childress, 2023-01-31 New 2023 edition of the essential study resource to
supplement the state's official textbook. The Louisiana Notary Exam has a 20% pass rate! The
Notary Exam has an official Study Guide you use during the exam. But the Study Guide has no index,
no big picture, no study strategies, no exam-day tips, not enough cross-references . . . and few of the
forms notaries use that they test. It doesn't explain most-tested subjects, past exams, or recent
changes to the Guide. It's got the law and notary rules, but it's missing essentials for any such
textbook.This book has all that-and much more that anyone contemplating the exam should read. It
even includes crucial information about notary practice for the newbie notary, and is useful to
experienced notaries for its expanded cross-references, complete index, and summary lists. Basically
it's the rest of the official Study Guide they somehow omitted. Why would they leave out the index, of
all things? Reminder: a 20% pass rate. Quality trade paperback edition, available at all leading
online bookstores.
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