
by donald fagen eminent hipsters

**Exploring the Intricacies of "By Donald Fagen Eminent Hipsters": A Deep
Dive into the Iconic Track**

by donald fagen eminent hipsters is more than just a phrase—it's a gateway to
understanding one of the most intriguing songs in Donald Fagen's solo career.
As the co-founder of Steely Dan, Fagen is renowned for his sophisticated
songwriting, jazzy arrangements, and clever lyricism. "Eminent Hipsters," a
track from his 2006 album *Morph the Cat*, exemplifies his ability to blend
sharp social commentary with smooth, complex music. This article explores the
themes, musical style, and cultural significance of "Eminent Hipsters,"
offering insights into why it resonates with fans and critics alike.

The Context Behind "Eminent Hipsters"

Before diving into the song itself, it’s important to understand the backdrop
against which "Eminent Hipsters" was created. Donald Fagen released *Morph
the Cat* after a long hiatus, during which he carefully crafted a sound that
retained the Steely Dan essence while exploring fresh sonic territories. The
album reflects Fagen’s matured perspective on life, society, and the music
industry.

"Eminent Hipsters" stands out as a sharp, witty commentary on contemporary
culture, particularly targeting the so-called "hipsters" who often shape and
reshape trends. The title alone hints at a satirical take on those who strive
to be seen as cool, influential, or ahead of the curve, yet might be caught
in their own cycles of affectation.

Who Are the Eminent Hipsters?

To grasp the song's message, it's helpful to consider what Fagen means by
"eminent hipsters." The phrase suggests individuals who are not just casual
trend-followers but are regarded as cultural tastemakers—people who dictate
what’s fashionable or avant-garde. However, Fagen’s tone implies skepticism
about their authenticity and motivations.

These "eminent hipsters" might be seen as gatekeepers of coolness, often
adopting styles or ideas superficially. Fagen’s lyrics hint at a clever
critique of this phenomenon, questioning the sincerity behind such personas
and the sometimes absurd lengths people go to appear unique or cutting-edge.

Musical Composition and Style

One of Donald Fagen’s trademarks is his impeccable musicianship, and "Eminent
Hipsters" showcases this brilliantly. The track blends jazz, rock, and funk
elements, creating a sophisticated soundscape that complements its lyrical
wit.



Jazz Influences and Smooth Grooves

The jazzy undertones in "Eminent Hipsters" are unmistakable. Fagen’s
background as a keyboardist and his love for jazz shine through in the song’s
chord progressions and instrumental arrangements. The smooth groove sets a
laid-back yet intricate mood, inviting listeners to savor every note.

The interplay between the piano, saxophone, and rhythm section creates a rich
texture, adding depth to the listening experience. This musical complexity
mirrors the layered meaning of the lyrics, encouraging audiences to engage
both intellectually and emotionally.

Lyricism and Storytelling

Fagen’s lyricism in "Eminent Hipsters" is clever, sardonic, and thought-
provoking. He paints vivid portraits of characters who embody the hipster
archetype, using irony and wordplay to expose their contradictions. The
storytelling is subtle but effective, capturing the zeitgeist of a certain
social milieu without resorting to overt criticism.

His use of metaphor and cultural references enhances the song’s appeal,
making it accessible to casual listeners while rewarding attentive fans with
deeper insights. The narrative voice maintains a cool detachment, reflecting
the observational stance of a seasoned artist commenting on social trends.

Cultural Significance and Reception

Since its release, "Eminent Hipsters" has been appreciated both as a standout
track on *Morph the Cat* and as a commentary on evolving cultural dynamics.
Critics have praised Fagen’s ability to remain relevant by addressing
contemporary themes through his signature style.

The Hipster Phenomenon in Popular Culture

The early 2000s saw the rise of the hipster subculture, marked by a revival
of vintage fashion, indie music, artisanal goods, and an embrace of
alternative lifestyles. This cultural wave was ripe for satire, and Fagen’s
"Eminent Hipsters" taps into the nuances of this movement.

By highlighting the performative aspects of hipster identity, the song
invites listeners to reflect on authenticity versus image in modern society.
This thematic exploration resonates beyond the music scene, touching on
broader questions about self-expression and conformity.

Legacy of Donald Fagen’s Solo Work

While Donald Fagen’s work with Steely Dan remains legendary, his solo albums
like *Morph the Cat* and songs such as "Eminent Hipsters" demonstrate his
continued evolution as an artist. These works blend his trademark
sophistication with fresh perspectives, appealing to both longtime fans and



new audiences.

"Eminent Hipsters" in particular serves as a cultural time capsule, capturing
the ironic distance and sharp observation that define Fagen’s songwriting. It
stands as a testament to his ability to critique society with humor and
grace, wrapped in impeccable musical craftsmanship.

How to Appreciate "By Donald Fagen Eminent
Hipsters"

If you’re new to "Eminent Hipsters" or Donald Fagen’s solo catalog, here are
some tips to deepen your appreciation of the song:

Listen attentively to the instrumentation: Notice the subtle jazz
chords, the smooth saxophone lines, and the tight rhythm section that
create a laid-back yet complex vibe.

Focus on the lyrics: Pay attention to Fagen’s witty wordplay and
cultural references. Try to understand the characters and scenarios he
describes.

Explore the album *Morph the Cat*: Listening to the whole album provides
context and shows how "Eminent Hipsters" fits into the broader themes of
maturity, change, and cultural observation.

Research the hipster culture: Understanding the social phenomenon Fagen
critiques can enhance your grasp of the song’s message.

Engaging with the song on multiple levels reveals its richness, making it a
rewarding experience beyond a simple listen.

Donald Fagen’s Influence on Modern Music and
Culture

The impact of Donald Fagen’s work, including "Eminent Hipsters," extends
beyond his immediate fanbase. His fusion of jazz and rock, combined with
incisive social commentary, has inspired countless musicians and songwriters.

His ability to capture the irony and complexity of modern life resonates in
today’s music scene, where authenticity and image often clash. "Eminent
Hipsters" exemplifies this dynamic perfectly, offering a sound that’s both
timeless and timely.

The song also serves as a reminder of the power of music as a mirror to
society—a tool to question, critique, and understand cultural trends.

Whether you’re a devoted follower of Fagen’s career or just discovering his
solo work, "Eminent Hipsters" provides a compelling entry point into a world
where music meets sharp wit and thoughtful reflection. Exploring this track
can deepen your appreciation for how artists encapsulate and comment on the



ever-changing landscape of popular culture.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Donald Fagen in the context of 'Eminent
Hipsters'?

Donald Fagen is a renowned musician, best known as the co-founder of the band
Steely Dan. 'Eminent Hipsters' is his solo album released in 2006.

What is 'Eminent Hipsters' by Donald Fagen?

'Eminent Hipsters' is a solo album by Donald Fagen, released in 2006,
featuring a blend of jazz, rock, and pop influences with sophisticated lyrics
and production.

What musical style is prominent in Donald Fagen's
'Eminent Hipsters'?

The album showcases a mix of jazz fusion, rock, and pop, continuing the
smooth, intricate musical style characteristic of Fagen's work with Steely
Dan.

What themes are explored in the album 'Eminent
Hipsters'?

The album explores themes such as social satire, urban life, and personal
reflection, often delivered with Donald Fagen's signature wit and irony.

How was 'Eminent Hipsters' received by critics?

The album received generally positive reviews, with critics praising Fagen's
musicianship, production quality, and lyrical cleverness, though some noted
it was less groundbreaking than his earlier work.

Who collaborated with Donald Fagen on 'Eminent
Hipsters'?

The album features collaborations with notable musicians including Michael
Leonhart, Jon Herington, and other longtime Steely Dan associates.

Are there any standout tracks on 'Eminent Hipsters'?

Standout tracks include the title track 'Eminent Hipsters,' 'Weather in My
Head,' and 'Happiness Is,' which highlight Fagen's signature sound and
lyrical style.

What is the significance of the title 'Eminent



Hipsters'?

The title 'Eminent Hipsters' reflects Fagen's playful critique of cultural
trends and social archetypes, blending admiration and satire in describing a
certain urbane sophistication.

Where can I listen to 'Eminent Hipsters' by Donald
Fagen?

'Eminent Hipsters' is available on major music streaming platforms like
Spotify, Apple Music, and Amazon Music, as well as in physical formats like
CD and vinyl.

Additional Resources
By Donald Fagen Eminent Hipsters: An Analytical Review of a Cult Classic

by donald fagen eminent hipsters is more than just a phrase—it encapsulates a
unique musical project that blends sardonic wit, intricate jazz harmonies,
and a satirical lens on modern culture. As a solo effort from Donald Fagen,
co-founder of the legendary Steely Dan, Eminent Hipsters stands as a
distinctive entry in his discography, reflecting his evolution as a musician
and commentator on the zeitgeist. This article delves into the nuances of
Eminent Hipsters, examining its thematic content, musicality, and its place
within both Fagen’s career and the broader music landscape.

Contextualizing Eminent Hipsters in Donald
Fagen’s Career

Donald Fagen is widely celebrated for his work with Steely Dan, a band known
for its meticulous studio craftsmanship and jazz-infused rock. After decades
of critical acclaim and commercial success with Steely Dan and his solo
debut, The Nightfly (1982), Eminent Hipsters emerged as a project that
revisits certain themes while adopting a more experimental and genre-blending
approach.

Released in 2012, Eminent Hipsters arrives after a considerable gap following
Fagen’s previous solo album, Morph the Cat (2006). Unlike earlier works that
leaned heavily on autobiographical and narrative storytelling, Eminent
Hipsters channels a more observational, almost anthropological perspective on
contemporary society. The album’s title itself is a nod to the ironic
detachment often associated with hipster culture, positioning Fagen both as
an insider and a critical observer.

Thematic Exploration: Satire and Social
Commentary

One of the defining features of Eminent Hipsters is its sharp social
commentary. Fagen’s lyrics, known for their clever wordplay and layered
meanings, dissect the contradictions and pretensions of modern life. The



titular “Eminent Hipsters” metaphorically represent a subculture obsessed
with authenticity and trendiness, yet often caught in cycles of
superficiality.

Throughout the album, themes of consumerism, cultural appropriation, and
generational shifts are explored with a dry, sometimes caustic humor. Tracks
incorporate characters and scenarios that highlight the absurdity of trying
to maintain coolness in a world saturated with social media and commodified
art.

Key Songs and Their Messages

"Out of the Ghetto": This track satirizes the commodification of urban
culture and the way marginalized experiences are co-opted by mainstream
audiences under the guise of “hipness.”

"Snowbound": A commentary on isolation and escapism, using winter as a
metaphor for emotional coldness and societal detachment.

"Weather in My Head": Delving into mental states and the
unpredictability of life, it juxtaposes personal turmoil with external
chaos.

These songs exemplify how Eminent Hipsters balances personal reflection with
broader societal critique, a hallmark of Fagen’s songwriting.

Musical Composition and Production

Musically, Eminent Hipsters is a sophisticated blend of jazz, rock, and funk,
underpinned by Fagen’s signature smooth vocal delivery and complex harmonic
structures. The album showcases meticulous production values, echoing the
precision associated with Steely Dan’s recordings.

Instrumentation and Arrangement

Fagen’s use of brass sections, intricate keyboard lines, and rhythmic
layering creates a textured soundscape that supports the lyrical content
without overpowering it. Notable musicians contribute to the album, bringing
a depth that enriches its sonic palette.

Jazz Influences: The album features extended chord voicings and
syncopated rhythms characteristic of jazz, reinforcing its intellectual
and sophisticated tone.

Funk Elements: Groove-oriented bass lines and tight drum patterns inject
energy and accessibility.

Studio Precision: The production is crisp and clear, emphasizing clarity
in each instrument’s role and enhancing the listening experience.



Comparison with Previous Works

Compared to The Nightfly and Morph the Cat, Eminent Hipsters feels more
experimental and less conventional in structure. While earlier albums leaned
more on narrative storytelling with autobiographical elements, this album’s
approach is more thematic and abstract. The musical complexity remains
consistent, but there is a noticeable shift toward exploring mood and
atmosphere over straightforward melodies.

Reception and Legacy

Critically, Eminent Hipsters received a mixed but generally favorable
response. Fans and reviewers praised Fagen’s continued prowess as a composer
and lyricist but noted that the album’s dry humor and dense arrangements make
it less immediately accessible than his earlier solo work.

Strengths

Lyricism: Fagen’s witty and incisive writing is a highlight, offering
listeners a rich textual experience.

Musical Sophistication: The album’s arrangements display masterful
control over jazz and fusion elements.

Conceptual Cohesion: The thematic thread of cultural critique unifies
the album effectively.

Challenges

Accessibility: The dense lyrical content and complex harmonies may
alienate casual listeners.

Stylistic Niche: Its jazz-funk fusion appeals more to a specific
audience, limiting mainstream appeal.

Despite these challenges, Eminent Hipsters stands as a testament to Donald
Fagen’s commitment to artistic integrity and exploration.

By Donald Fagen Eminent Hipsters: Cultural



Resonance in the Modern Age

The album’s relevance extends beyond its initial release, reflecting ongoing
conversations about identity, authenticity, and consumer culture. In an era
increasingly dominated by curated online personas and rapid trend cycles,
Eminent Hipsters offers a contemplative mirror to society’s complexities.

Fagen’s approach—melding incisive lyrics with sophisticated musical
arrangements—invites listeners to engage critically with the content,
encouraging repeated listens and deeper analysis. This enduring appeal
positions Eminent Hipsters as an important work for understanding not only
Fagen’s artistic trajectory but also the evolving landscape of contemporary
music and culture.

In sum, by donald fagen eminent hipsters represents a nuanced fusion of
musical artistry and cultural critique, challenging listeners to navigate the
intricate interplay between sound, story, and social observation.

By Donald Fagen Eminent Hipsters

  by donald fagen eminent hipsters: Eminent Hipsters Donald Fagen, 2014-10-28 A witty,
candid, sharply written memoir by the cofounder of Steely Dan In his entertaining debut as an
author, Donald Fagen—musician, songwriter, and cofounder of Steely Dan—reveals the cultural
figures and currents that shaped his artistic sensibility, as well as offering a look at his college days
and a hilarious account of life on the road. Fagen presents the “eminent hipsters” who spoke to him
as he was growing up in a bland New Jersey suburb in the early 1960s; his colorful, mind-expanding
years at Bard College, where he first met his musical partner Walter Becker; and the agonies and
ecstasies of a recent cross-country tour with Michael McDonald and Boz Scaggs. Acclaimed for his
literate lyrics and complex arrangements as a musician, Fagen here proves himself a sophisticated
writer with his own distinctive voice.
  by donald fagen eminent hipsters: Eminent Hipsters Donald Fagen, 2013-10-22 A witty,
candid, sharply written memoir by the cofounder of Steely Dan In his entertaining debut as an
author, Donald Fagen—musician, songwriter, and cofounder of Steely Dan—reveals the cultural
figures and currents that shaped his artistic sensibility, as well as offering a look at his college days
and a hilarious account of life on the road. Fagen presents the “eminent hipsters” who spoke to him
as he was growing up in a bland New Jersey suburb in the early 1960s; his colorful, mind-expanding
years at Bard College, where he first met his musical partner Walter Becker; and the agonies and
ecstasies of a recent cross-country tour with Michael McDonald and Boz Scaggs. Acclaimed for his
literate lyrics and complex arrangements as a musician, Fagen here proves himself a sophisticated
writer with his own distinctive voice.
  by donald fagen eminent hipsters: Nightfly Peter Jones, 2024-04-24 Donald Fagen will
forever be associated with Steely Dan, the band he formed with Walter Becker and four other
musicians in 1972. The smooth, radio-friendly veneer of the duo's songs made Steely Dan
internationally popular and famous in the 1970s, but the polish glossed over the underlying layers of
anger, disappointment, sleaze, and often downright weirdness lurking just beneath the surface. The
elliptical lyrics were—and continue to be—an endless source of fascination. What kind of person was
capable of writing such songs? Fagen has always kept his true self hidden behind walls of irony,
confounding most journalistic enquiries with a mixture of obscurity and sarcasm. Nightfly cracks
open the door to reveal the life behind the lyrics and traces Fagen's story from early family life in
suburban New Jersey, to his first encounter with Walter Becker at Bard College, their long struggle
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for recognition as songwriters, and the formation of Steely Dan. The band's break-up in 1981,
re-formation in 1993, and Fagen's parallel solo career are covered in detail. Author Peter Jones
seeks to explain the public's continuing fascination with Fagen's music, both in collaboration with
Becker and as a solo artist.
  by donald fagen eminent hipsters: The Cambridge Companion to the Singer-Songwriter
Katherine Williams, Justin A. Williams, 2016-02-25 Most often associated with modern artists such as
Bob Dylan, Elton John, Don McLean, Neil Diamond, and Carole King, the singer-songwriter tradition
in fact has a long and complex history dating back to the medieval troubadour and earlier. This
Companion explains the historical contexts, musical analyses, and theoretical frameworks of the
singer-songwriter tradition. Divided into five parts, the book explores the tradition in the context of
issues including authenticity, gender, queer studies, musical analysis, and performance. The
contributors reveal how the tradition has been expressed around the world and throughout its
history to the present day. Essential reading for enthusiasts, practitioners, students, and scholars,
this book features case studies of a wide range of both well and lesser-known singer-songwriters,
from Thomas d'Urfey through to Carole King and Kanye West.
  by donald fagen eminent hipsters: Total F*cking Godhead Corbin Reiff, 2020-07-28 “Total
F*cking Godhead brings Chris Cornell, the voice of a generation, alive on the page. Impressively
researched and compulsively readable, Godhead pulls no punches in recounting Cornell’s
remarkable life and prolific career. It’s an inspired chronicle of an impassioned soul. Read it!”
—Greg Renoff, author of Van Halen Rising With input from those who knew and worked with
him—together with his own words—Total F*cking Godhead recounts the rise of Chris Cornell and his
immortal band Soundgarden as they emerged from the 1980s post-punk underground to dominate
popular culture in the ’90s alongside Pearl Jam, Alice In Chains, and Nirvana. “From his days as a
struggling Seattle musician at the forefront of the grunge scene to becoming a global icon, Total
F*cking Godhead thoroughly chronicles the life story and prolific output of one of the greatest and
most influential singers of all time. You will discover the man and his music all over again.” —David
de Sola, author of Alice in Chains: The Untold Story Seattle resident and rock writer Corbin Reiff
also examines Cornell’s dynamic solo career as well as his time in Audioslave. He delves into his
hard-fought battle with addiction, and the supercharged reunion with the band that made him
famous before everything came to a shocking end. “For those of us still trying to sort out the tragedy
of Chris Cornell's death comes this loving look back at the man's life and music. I wrote my own
book about grunge, and I still learned a lot from this excellent biography. —Mark Yarm, author of
Everybody Loves Our Town: An Oral History of Grunge
  by donald fagen eminent hipsters: Book Reports Robert Christgau, 2019-04-04 In this
generous collection of book reviews and literary essays, legendary Village Voice rock critic Robert
Christgau showcases the passion that made him a critic—his love for the written word. Many
selections address music, from blackface minstrelsy to punk and hip-hop, artists from Lead Belly to
Patti Smith, and fellow critics from Ellen Willis and Lester Bangs to Nelson George and Jessica
Hopper. But Book Reports also teases out the popular in the Bible and 1984 as well as pornography
and science fiction, and analyzes at length the cultural theory of Raymond Williams, the detective
novels of Walter Mosley, the history of bohemia, and the 2008 financial crisis. It establishes
Christgau as not just the Dean of American Rock Critics, but one of America's most insightful
cultural critics as well.
  by donald fagen eminent hipsters: Black Mirror Eric Lott, 2017-09-25 Blackness is a prized
commodity in American pop culture. Marketed to white consumers, it invites whites to view
themselves in a mirror of racial difference, while remaining “wholly” white. From sports to
literature, film, and music to investigative journalism, Eric Lott reveals the hidden dynamics of this
self-and-other racial mirroring.
  by donald fagen eminent hipsters: Nocturnes: Popular Music and the Night Geoff Stahl,
Giacomo Bottà, 2019-03-27 The night and popular music have long served to energise one another,
such that they appear inextricably bound together as trope and topos. This history of reciprocity has



produced a range of resonant and compelling imaginaries, conjured up through countless songs and
spaces dedicated to musical life after dark. Nocturnes: Popular Music and the Night is one of the
first volumes to examine the relationship between night and popular music. Its scope is
interdisciplinary and geographically diverse. The contributors gathered here explore how the
problems, promises, and paradoxes of the night and music play off of one another to produce spaces
of solace and sanctuary as well as underpinning strategies designed to police, surveil and control
movements and bodies. This edited collection is a welcome addition to debates and discussions
about the cultures of the night and how popular music plays a continuing role in shaping them.
  by donald fagen eminent hipsters: Let's Do It Bob Stanley, 2022-09-06 The must-read music
book of the year—and the first such history bringing together all musical genres to tell the definitive
narrative of the birth of Pop—from 1900 to the mid-1950s. Pop music didn't begin with the Beatles in
1963, or with Elvis in 1956, or even with the first seven-inch singles in 1949. There was a pre-history
that went back to the first recorded music, right back to the turn of the century. Who were these
earliest record stars—and were they in any meaningful way pop stars? Who was George Gershwin
writing songs for? Why did swing, the hit sound for a decade or more, become almost invisible after
World War II? The prequel to Bob Stanley’s celebrated Yeah! Yeah! Yeah!, this new volume is the
first book to tell the definitive story of the birth of pop, from the invention of the 78 rpm record at
the end of the nineteenth century to the beginnings of rock and the modern pop age. Covering
superstars such as Louis Armstrong, Bessie Smith, Duke Ellington and Frank Sinatra, alongside the
unheralded songwriters and arrangers behind some of our most enduring songs, Stanley paints an
aural portrait of pop music's formative years in stunning clarity, uncovering the silver threads and
golden needles that bind the form together. Bringing the eclectic, evolving world of early pop to
life—from ragtime, blues and jazz to Broadway, country, crooning, and beyond—Let's Do It is
essential reading for all music lovers. An encyclopaedic introduction to the fascinating and often
forgotten creators of Anglo-American hit music in the first half of the twentieth century.—Neil
Tennant (The Pet Shop Boys)
  by donald fagen eminent hipsters: Embodied Expression in Popular Music Timothy
Koozin, 2024-03-18 This book explores the intimate connection between body and instrument in
popular music, explaining chords, melodies, riffs, and grooves in terms of embodied movement,
which in turn informs the imagination in constructing meaning in songs. Tracing connections from
foundational blues, gospel, and rock musicians to current rap artists, author Timothy Koozin
demonstrates how a focus on body-instrument interaction can illuminate creative strategies while
leveling implied hierarchies of cultural value, revealing how artists represent subjectivities of
gender, race, and social class in shaping songs and whole albums.
  by donald fagen eminent hipsters: Lowdown Jude Warne, David Paich, 2025-04-08 Boz
Scaggs has always been a musical artist of complexity. Boz Scaggs founded his connection to music
through the blues, but his lasting legacy is one of glamorous and romantic pop songwriting. He
possessed a somewhat shy and sensitive demeanor never totally at home in the public eye, yet his
claim to several chart-topping singles and albums, particularly the millions-selling and critically
acclaimed Silk Degrees (1976), demanded constant exposure. The persona he expressed through his
music was laid back, effortlessly cool, sophisticated, stylish, romantically charming, and suave. But
the immense success he achieved in his career pointed in part to the driven and determined artist
within. Lowdown: The Music of Boz Scaggs examines the uniqueness of these contradictions and Boz
Scaggs's sixty-plus-year career and his rich and diverse musical catalogue. Over the decades, Scaggs
collaborated with an array of talented heavies, from the Steve Miller Band to the Muscle Shoals
Rhythm Section (which included a young Duane Allman) on Boz Scaggs (1969), from the session
players on Silk Degrees (1976) who would form the hit band Toto to Donald Fagen and Michael
McDonald on the Dukes of September's 2010 Rhythm Revue tour. This first-ever book on Boz is
constructed around intensely thorough analysis of his complete discography, and new and exclusive
in-depth interviews with a selection of Scaggs's associated colleagues from his vast career.
  by donald fagen eminent hipsters: Major Dudes Barney Hoskyns, 2019-09-17 A “thoughtful,



loving, and thorough portrait” of the pioneering musicians behind Steely Dan, featuring interviews,
essays, reviews and more (PopMatters). At its core, Steely Dan is a creative marriage between
guitarist Donald Fagen and keyboardist Walter Becker. It recorded several of the cleverest and
best-produced albums of the 1970s, making them one of the most successful bands to be inducted
into the Rock & Roll Hall of Fame. Major Dudes collects some of the smartest and most revealing
interviews Becker and Fagen have ever given, along with intelligent reviews of—and commentary
on—their extraordinary songs. Compiled by leading music critic Barney Hoskyns, Major Dudes
features contributions from the likes of Sylvie Simmons, Fred Schruers, and the late Robert Palmer;
plus rare interviews and reviews of Steely Dan’s early albums from Disc, Melody Maker, and Rolling
Stone. With an introduction by Hoskyns and an obituary for Walter Becker by David Cavanagh,
Major Dudes is essential reading for any rock afficionado.
  by donald fagen eminent hipsters: American Kompromat Craig Unger, 2021-01-26 **THE
INSTANT NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER** Kompromat n.—Russian for compromising information
This is a story about the dirty secrets of the most powerful people in the world—including Donald
Trump. It is based on exclusive interviews with dozens of high-level sources—intelligence officers in
the CIA, FBI, and the KGB, thousands of pages of FBI investigations, police investigations, and news
articles in English, Russian, and Ukrainian. American Kompromat shows that from Trump to Jeffrey
Epstein, kompromat was used in operations far more sinister than the public could ever imagine.
Among them, the book addresses what may be the single most important unanswered question of the
entire Trump era: Is Donald Trump a Russian asset? The answer, American Kompromat says, is yes,
and it supports that conclusion backs with the first richly detailed narrative on how the KGB
allegedly first “spotted” Trump as a potential asset, how they cultivated him as an asset, arranged
his first trip to Moscow, and pumped him full of KGB talking points that were published in three of
America’s most prestigious newspapers. Among its many revelations, American Kompromat reports
for the first time that: • According to Yuri Shvets, a former major in the KGB, Trump first did
business over forty years ago with a Manhattan electronics store co-owned by a Soviet émigré who
Shvets believes was working with the KGB. Trump’s decision to do business there triggered
protocols through which the Soviet spy agency began efforts to cultivate Trump as an asset, thus
launching a decades-long “relationship” of mutual benefit to Russia and Trump, from real estate to
real power. • Trump’s invitation to Moscow in 1987 was billed as a preliminary scouting trip for a
hotel, but according to Shvets, was actually initiated by a high-level KGB official, General Ivan
Gromakov. These sorts of trips were usually arranged for ‘deep development,’ recruitment, or for a
meeting with the KGB handlers, even if the potential asset was unaware of it. . • Before Trump’s first
trip to Moscow, he met with Natalia Dubinina, who worked at the United Nations library in a vital
position usually reserved as a cover for KGB operatives. And many more...
  by donald fagen eminent hipsters: Small Town Talk Barney Hoskyns, 2025-05-01 Think
Woodstock and the mind turns to the seminal 1969 festival that crowned a seismic decade of sex,
drugs, and rock 'n' roll. But the town of Woodstock, New York, the original planned venue of the
concert, is located over 60 miles from the site to which the fabled half a million flocked. Long before
the landmark music festival usurped the name, Woodstock-the tiny Catskills town where Bob Dylan
holed up after his infamous 1966 motorcycle accident-was already a key location in the '60s rock
landscape. In Small Town Talk, Barney Hoskyns re-creates Woodstock's community of brilliant
dysfunctional musicians, scheming dealers, and opportunistic hippie capitalists drawn to the area by
Dylan and his sidekicks from the Band. Central to the book's narrative is the broodingly powerful
presence of Albert Grossman, manager of Dylan, the Band, Janis Joplin, Paul Butterfield, and Todd
Rundgren-and the Big Daddy of a personal fiefdom in Bearsville that encompassed studios,
restaurants, and his own record label. Intertwined in the story are the Woodstock experiences and
associations of artists as diverse as Van Morrison, Jimi Hendrix, Tim Hardin, Karen Dalton, and
Bobby Charles (whose immortal song-portrait of Woodstock gives the book its title). Drawing on
numerous first-hand interviews with the remaining key players in the scene-and on the period when
he lived there himself in the 1990s-Hoskyns has produced an East Coast companion to his



bestselling L.A. canyon classic Hotel California. This is a richly absorbing study of a vital music
scene in a revolutionary time and place.
  by donald fagen eminent hipsters: Historical Dictionary of Popular Music Norman
Abjorensen, 2017-05-25 This book seeks to trace the rise of popular music, identify its key figures
and track the origins and development of its multiple genres and styles, all the while seeking to
establish historical context. It is, fundamentally, a ready reference guide to the broad field of
popular music over the past two centuries. It has become a truism that popular music, so pervasive
in the modern world, constitutes a soundtrack to our lives – a constant though changing presence as
we cross thresholds and grow from children to teenagers to adults. But it has become more than a
soundtrack; it has become a narrative. Not just an accompaniment to our daily lives but
incorporating our lives, our sense of identity, our lived experiences, into it. We have become part of
the music just as the music has become part of us. The Historical Dictionary of Popular Music
contains a chronology, an introduction, an appendix, and an extensive bibliography. The dictionary
section has over 1000 cross-referenced entries on major figures across genres, definitions of genres,
technical innovations and surveys of countries and regions. This book is an excellent resource for
students, researchers, and anyone wanting to know more about popular music.
  by donald fagen eminent hipsters: Steely Dan FAQ Anthony Robustelli, 2017-01-01 Despite
Steely Dan's popularity, its ability to cultivate an ever-growing base of avid and loyal fans, and its
chart positions, relatively little has been written about the group. Steely Dan FAQ clears up some of
the many misconceptions about the band and sheds new light on the genius behind the songwriting
of Donald Fagen and Walter Becker, the perfection of their productions, and the myriad musicians
who have played a role in creating the distinctive Steely Dan sound. Steely Dan FAQ takes us
through five decades of cryptic lyrics, sophisticated music, elusive interviews, dramatic interludes,
and misconstrued sentiments. The band has sold more than 40 million albums worldwide, was
inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame, and has had the majority of its albums certified
platinum or double platinum in the U.S., yet the story has not been fully told. Within these pages
readers will gain insight into the influences, musicians, situations, and complications that created
one of the most distinctive bands in the history of rock and roll.
  by donald fagen eminent hipsters: Quantum Criminals Alex Pappademas, 2023-05-09
Steely Dan was a somewhat unusual band that still inspires unusually strong devotion in its fans.
Formed in the late '60s in New York, they released seven albums between 1971 and 1981, two of
which were nominated for a Grammy. Part of what's unusual about them is that each of those
albums was made by a different group of musicians--founding members Walter Becker and Donald
Fagen had no issues swapping players from record to record in order to get the sound they wanted.
The band stopped touring in 1974, so the recording studio was the only place they needed their
collaborators. Those recordings are legendary, especially among vinyl enthusiasts, for their exquisite
production. The precision was necessary, in part, because Steely Dan played with form more than
most bands, mixing elements of other genres--especially jazz--with pop and rock. And the lyrics are
also distinctive. As the authors put it in their proposal, Steely Dan's songs are exercises in fictional
world-building. Each song features its own cast of rogues and heroes and creeps and schmucks,
lovers and dreamers and cold-blooded operators, all tempest-tossed by the ill winds of the '70s. This
book consists of sixty-some essays, each devoted to one character, and each essay is accompanied by
a painting of the particular character that serves as a jumping-off point for the piece, with additional
spot illustrations scattered throughout--
  by donald fagen eminent hipsters: Reed Rapture Geoff Wills, 2024-05-28 Movie soundtrack
music is big business. In both film studios and at major record labels, entire divisions focus
exclusively on marketing movie music. Reed Rapture is the first study to describe the background,
the history, and the numerous important appearances of the saxophone on movie soundtracks.
  by donald fagen eminent hipsters: The Disneyland Book of Lists Chris Strodder, 2015-03-23
The Disneyland Book of Lists offers a new way to explore six decades of Disneyland® history.
Hundreds of fascinating lists cover the past and present and feature everything from the park’s



famous attractions, shops, restaurants, parades, and live shows to the creative artists, designers,
characters, and performers who have made Disneyland® the world’s most beloved theme park.
Inside the pages of this fun- and fact-filled book you will find: • 13 of Walt Disney’s Disneyland®
Favorites • 32 Signs and Structures Reminding of Disneyland’s® Past • A Dozen Scary Moments on
Disneyland® Attractions • 47 Disneyland® Parades • 18 Secrets in the Haunted Mansion • 30 Jokes
from the Jungle Cruise • 25 Special Events You May Not Have Heard Of • 15 Urban Legends • 123
Celebrity Guests • 26 Attractions and Exhibits with the Longest Names • 11 Movies Based on
Disneyland® Attractions • A Dozen World Records Set at Disneyland® In addition to lists created by
author Chris Strodder (The Disneyland® Encyclopedia), the book will include lists from celebrities,
Disneyland® experts and historians, Disneyland® Imagineers and designers, and other current and
former Disneyland® employees. People have been making lists since Biblical times (think Seven
Wonders of the Ancient World, compiled 2,100 years ago), and to this day various top tens, hit
parades, and bucket lists chronicle every aspect of our lives. But until now, no book has used lists to
categorize all the diverse elements in Disneyland®. Fun, fascinating, factual, and sixty years in the
making, The Disneyland® Book of Lists is the only Disneyland® book of its kind.
  by donald fagen eminent hipsters: Overpaid, Oversexed and Over There David Hepworth,
2020-09-17 The Beatles landing in New York in February 1964 was the opening shot in a cultural
revolution nobody predicted. Suddenly the youth of the richest, most powerful nation on earth was
trying to emulate the music, manners and the modes of a rainy island that had recently fallen on
hard times. The resulting fusion of American can-do and British fuck-you didn’t just lead to rock and
roll’s most resonant music. It ushered in a golden era when a generation of kids born in ration card
Britain, who had grown up with their nose pressed against the window of America’s plenty, were
invited to wallow in their big neighbour’s largesse. It deals with a time when everything that was
being done - from the Beatles playing Shea Stadium to the Rolling Stones at Altamont, from the Who
performing their rock opera at the Metropolitan Opera House to David Bowie touching down in the
USA for the first time with a couple of gowns in his luggage - was being done for the very first time.
Rock and roll would never be quite so exciting again.
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